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Ready for action 
Members of the Jets, one of the street gangs in the musical "West 
Side Story," warm up for a possible rumble with their rivals, the 
Sharks. The popttfar musical will be presentad-feyMfee Wayne-

ART EMANUEl.E/$1aff.photographer 

Westland Civic Theatre Spotlight Players Friday and Saturday of 
thi8 wp»lr=gim-mrrt-Trt-ft^vm-4« U/aynn Momnrial Auditorium. For 
more photos and story, turn to Page 3A. 

Wayne-
enrollment slide 
pattern changes 
By 8ii8an Rosiek 
staff writer 

Student enrollment in the Livonia 
and Wayne-Westland public school dis­
tricts continues to drop. 

In the Wayne-Westland district, the-
steep decline of several years ago, 
which was predicted to eventually cut 
the district's size in half, has changed 
to a steady downgrade. 

Dan Slee of the student relations de­
partment said that this.year's total en­
rollment for grades kindergarten 
through 12th totals 16,844 students. 
That's a drop of 642 students from last 
year's total of 17,486. 

"The last two years we've had signif­
icantly fewer students leaving the dis­
trict," said Slee. 

The enrollment decline this year was 
expected to total 16,596, which would 
have brought the total decline closer to 
the 850 students lost last year. Previ­
ously the Wayne-Westland district had 
experienced enrollment declines of 
about 1,000 students each year 
' The biggest variance from projected 
figures, according to Slee, walTin the 
elementary grades which had 169 stu­
dent more than were expected. Of that 
figure, 65 more than expected were en­
rolled In kindergarten. At the junior 
high lew»l, Uieiti wt»ie41 jtnH«atudents-

meah "a continued re-evaluation of 
building needs in the district." 

Livonia has closed more than 21 
school buildings in the last decade. A 
report last fall called for more closings 
at the elementary, middle and high 
school levels. Bentley has been suggest­
ed for closing by Garver because of its 
age and operating costs. No decision, 
however, has been made by school trus­
tees. " ' ' ' 

Wayne-Westland, unlike its neighbor 
Livonia, is an in-formula school district 
and receives state funds on a per-pupil 
basis for education. State aid is the dif­
ference between what the state deter­
mines it costs to educate a student in 
the district and the amount the district 
can contribute. When property increas­
es in value, the district collects more 
property-tax dollars based on its mil-
lage, thereby lowering the state's obli­
gation. 

SUPPLEMENTING the K-12 enroll­
ment in the Wayne-Westland district is. 
its continuing education enrollment, in­
cluding the alternative and adult high 
school completion programs. Slee pre­
dicts tfiat enrollment this year will to­
tal .about 3,800 students, down from 
last year's total of 4,345. 

Slee explained that it takes some 
time for continuing education enroll-

"ment to b e tabulated lu t e a m of ful l -
than expected and 38 more at the high y ^ students since many attend school 
school level. ., only part-time. . 

Canton Township, considered to have ^ ^ a v < » ^ »f ft„ ^ n n t «H,TW »A 
-jt-hlgh-popuUUou g i o w U w a w , sent u c a t i o n programsOn^the-gUte,"-said-
rmeotarySchool. ; • V . > ' . - ; ^ ' ' - ^ - IiTiivdiilar thet^a*e-7,WS studetila 

enrolled in the elementary grades. The 

Deadline for filing as a candidate In 
the'Dec. 7 special school board election 
in the Wayne-Westland district is 4 
p.m. Thursday. ; 

Electors will fill four vacancies cre­
ated by the recall of four school trus­
tees: 

While many petitions have been tak­
en out, so far only two district resi­
dents — both from Westland ^-. have 

filed as candidates. The two are Phyllis 
Runyan, 1610 S. Walton, and Dorothy 
Stockwell, 547 N. Byfield. 

Candidates must have 1,685 signa­
tures of registered voters. The number 
is three percent of the 56,183 regis­
tered voters In the Wayne-Westland 
district, which also includes a portion 
of Canton Township. Potential candi­
dates have had only 15 days to collect 

the necessary signatures. 
An election .official said that peti­

tions ' submit ted by Runyan and 
Stockwell must be examined to deter­
mine that they contain enough valid 
signatures. 

^TT IS STILL unknown whether Gov. 
William Milliken will make an interim 
appointment to the board. 

R^ts target of code enforcement 
By Maurie Walker 
staff writer 

Westland may soon have^two code 
enforcement officers to help combat 
the city's ra t problem. •*"*> 

The City Council Monday, concurring 
with the city administration, passed a 
resolution to use $70,000 in federal 
community development funds for the 
project. 

The city will have to obtain special 
permission to use the funds in the tar­
get areas. A public hearing, required 
before the funds can be transferred, is 
scheduled for Oct. 18 in city hall. 

Council President Thomas Artley 
said the council approved of the admin­

istration's recommendation of attack­
ing the rat problem through stepped-up 
code enforcement and education. 

According to the proposal, about 
$60,000 would be used to pay the sala­
ries and fringe benefits of two code^en-
forcement officers. The remaining 
$10,000 would be used; to purchase, 
traps, poisons and print and distribute 
educational material, Artley said. 

The one-year plan to battle the rat 
program had been outlined by Mayor 
Charles Pickering, building director 
Robert Fritz, and community develop­
ment director Gene Hudson. 

THE PROBLEM areas were deter­
mined by a week-long random survey 

of about 1,300 yards on 49 blocks in the 
city selected by county and state health 
department of ficials. • 

Pickering said the survey was con­
ducted to determine J I Q J J serious the 
problem was. He said he was con­
cerned about using the fundsj in re-

. sponse to telephone complaints about 
rats without knowing if the city was 
hitting the major problem areas. Ac­
cording to the survey, rats are a se^ 
rious problem (an infestation rate of at 
least 6 percent) in areas bounded'by> 

• Wayne, Newburgh, Ford and War­
ren roads in the central portion of the 
xity. 

Please turn to Page 2 

Steve Fetter, legal assistant to the 
governor, said that-a final decision is 
expected by Monday. 

"The governor will decide if there is 
a need for any appointment. If he de­
cides there is based on the information 
we have received, then the next step is 
to figure out whom to appoint," Fetter 
explained. 

The recall election Sept. 14 left the 
. (board with only three members, one, 

short of the ,number needed to-form a 
quorum t o conduct regular district 
business. The trustees a re Ffexl Warm-
bier, who has" been appointed as^pre-
siding officer," board treasurer Davids 
Moranty and Dewey Combs, who was 
elected to the board in June. 

t h e three remaining board members 
have recommended to Milliken that he 
appoint Harry L. Smith, 46, a General 
Motors Corporation public relations 
employee. Active in PTA jn the dis­
trict, Smith has also been a member of 
several board-appointed citizens com­
mittees. 
'. While the state recall election law 

, calls for" a special election to fill t h e ' 
* vacancies, the state school code says 

that appointees may serve "only untjl 
the next regularly scheduled board 
election held each year in June. 

THE ENROLLMENT picture in the 
'Livonia School District, which includes 
students from northern Westland, dif­
fers from that of surrounding districts. 
According to the annual statewide 
fourth Friday count in that district, 
there a re 18,898 students in kindergar­
ten through 12th-grade programs. The 
fourth Friday count represents a loss of 
more than 1,500 students, or 7.7 per­
cent, compared to last year. 

"Declining-enrollment continues.un­
abated," George Garver, Livonia su­
perintendent of schools, told board 
members on Monday. 

"Some surrounding 
_ha.d a sizable aba t 
enrollment, however, 
case here," said Garver 

Garden City school 
the smallest pupil decrease in the last 
10 years.. ..,-.- -. 

In Oakland County, the Southfield 
Public Schools report the enrollment 
loss is no£ as great as it had been" in the 
past. The district's student population 
dropped only 3.47 percent from last 
year._In theBinrunj&am_S£hooi _Dis--

"fftct."officials believe that Increases in 
kindergarten enrollments indicate the 
enrollment decline is stabilizing. 
' THE LIVONIA superintendent said 
the district's enrollment slide will' 

districts have 
]t in declining 
hat's not the 

fficials report 

middle schools (grades seven through 
nine) reported 2,950 students. The high 
school student population is 7,250. 
There are 1,135 pupils enrolled in spe­
cial education classes in Livonia Public 
Schools. -

At the elementary level, the smallest 
class is the first grade followed by sec-
orid grade and kindergarten^ 

At THE MIDDLE school level, Frost 
is the largest school with 927 pupils fol­
lowed by Emerson (820), Riley (765) 
and Holmes (689). 

Franklin has the largest high school 
populatiiff'with 2,011 students. 

; i K ' • • -

Ccllumbus Day 
observance 
alters service 

Due to the official observance of Co­
lumbus Day on Monday, WestlandiCiiy 

-Hall; post offtcer and most banks will be 
closed. The post office lobby will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. for box 
holders. 
- Garbage pickup, however, will re-" 
main on schedule that week. . 

Bag it! Leaf burning pollutes air 
The color change is just beginning It 

won't be long, though, before the beau­
ty on the trees turns into the mess on 
the lawn.' • 

.•' "It (burning) causes a lot of smoke, 
and in the smoke are a variety of con­
taminants, many health-related," said 
Howard Murray, a spokesman for the 
air pollution control division, Wayne 

A question seems to come up eve ry . County Health-Department* 
year-—Is it-permissible to burn leaves--— : " 
after they've been raked into a pile? . r Both Wayne County and the ctfy of 

Inaword.no. ' Westland have ordinances prohibiting 

what's inside 
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Fire, rescue. . . *. 721-2000 
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SOLD BOTH CARS 
FIRST DAY! 

=MriMillerwas=pleasea"al 
sold 2 cars on the first day 
the paper came out, by plac­
ing an ad in the Observer & 
Eccentric classified section. 

Remember... 

One cal l 
does it all! 

591-0900 
Use your MasterCard or Visa 

open burning of all materials, of which 
' leaves are just a part. . 

"Basically, they (burning leaves) 
have a lot of hydrocarbons, sulphur ox-
Ides andnitrogen oxides," Murray said. 
"Especially to people with respiratory 

"^robleTRirCsBiolcey can be very Trrftal-
ing." * * - • • ' . " ' 

Westlanders must either pack leaves 
in disposable trash bags or garbage 
cans and put them by the curb on regu­
lar refuse pick-up days. 

"They can put as many bags out as 
they want, and our guys will pick them 
up," said Lbu Poteau, assistant to the 
superintendent of Westland'g public 
service dept. 

Residents with storm-sewer openings 
ln-front-of=thelr-home*-are-«sked-to-
keep them clear of leaves to prevent 
damming and flooding. 

Poteau also reminds Westlanders, 
who may be contemplating some 
heavy-duty fall cleaning of garages and 
basements, that the city dump site will 
probably remain open through the mid­
dle of November. 
1 Hours of operation are 9 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and Satur­
days. The site Is located next to the 
DPS building on. Herbert Street, south 
of Marquette, between Wayne and 
Newburgh roads. 

Rates range from.13 for a carload of 
refuse to $l(r for trailers with a bed-5-
by-Ufeet. 

Now,. . ,or never? 
A controversial paving program in the area 
south of Ford and west of Wayne roads will be 
completed within the next 30 days despite a 
continuing lawsuit over the matter. Mayor 
Charles Pickering said he decided to go ahead 
with the project when the contractor notified 
him that he couldn't guarantee the same price 

B I U BRESl£fl/»taM photographer 

for doing the work after that time period. City 
employees already have installed underground 

idrainage systems |n the area. Pickering and two 
other city officials hand-carried letters to all res­
idents in the area, explaining the activity, "if we 
don't win the court case, that's something we'll 
have to contend with," said Pickering. 
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Hearing set 
on rat plan 
Continued from Page 1 

• Farmington, Inkster, Joy, Warren ; 
and Hines Drive In the northeast corner 
of the community. 

• Meniman, Henry Ruff, Avondale 
and Palmer Toads in the east-central 
part of Westland. 

• Wayne, the railroad tracks, Glen-
wood "and PalmerToads" in the south""' 

al part of therityr 
Pickering had said earlier jrfiat the 

city needed to have enforceiiTent which" 
includes a strong education program: 

"An advantage of the city handling 
the rat probjem Itself rather than con­
tracting it out is that ultimately two 
persons on layoff will be brought back 
to the job. 

"This will enable the one code en­
forcement piticer currently working to 
concentrate on sections of the city 
where rats aren't a serious problem." 

THE MAYOR pointed out that in­
spectors have to be trained and that the 
city has to get clearance to use the fed­
eral funds from Housing and Urban De­
velopment. . , . 

He explained that the council is in­
volved in the rat problem because it 
must approve any expenditure of pub­
lic funds. 
~ Fie; ~sata~ the7 city wouIdTsuppTy" poi­
sons for the bait boxes but it would be 
up to residents of the area to monitor 
the situation on a daily basis. 

He said that code enforcement is a 
major advantage to the city conducting 
its own rat-control program. 

"If there's a sign of rats, we'll set a 
box and bait it, along with code en­
forcement," he added. 

Pickering added that the city would 
work with the chamber of commerce 
"to get the word out" to area business 
people that the city will be issuing code 
violations to them as well as homeown­
ers for conditions that will attract rats. 

Currently Westland has a backlog of 
200 cases for its one code-enforcement 
officer. Pickering said that new calls 
about code problems will be placed on v 

the list according to their severity. 
Future budgets will have minimum 

staffing for code enforcement built in, 
he said. 

Ladies In waiting 
Five homecoming queen candidates wait for 
John Glenn's homemcoming game against 
NorthTarmington at 7:30 p.m. Friday when the 
queen will be announced. The candidates are 
Sue Paddock (left). Sally McKolay, Donna Al-

ford, Karen Alexander and Carrie McLeod. They 
will join Glenn's homecoming parade as It steps 
off at 8 p.m. from the Kmart parking lot at Cher­
ry "Hill and heads north on Wayne Road to Mar­
quette. —— 

Firm screens 
<a 

food for PBB 
By Gary M. Catea 
staff writer 

military news 
JONATHAN M WOODS 

Marine Private Fjrst Class Jonathan 
Woods, son of Clyde and Melodie Woods 
of 1255 Windham, has reported for duty 
with 3rd Force Service Support Group, 
Camp Lejeune,'N-CL. ._ 

DONALD E. CORDES 

Army Reserve Private Donald 
Cordes, son of Thomas E. and Mary E. 

Cordes of Berry Street, has completed 
one station unit training at the U.S. 
Army Infantry SchooJHn Fort Bennlng, 
Ga. Completion of this course qualifies 

a soldier -as a light-weapons infantry­
man and as an indirect-fire crewman. 
Cordes is a 1980 graduate of John 
Glenn High School. 

Consumers concerned about PBB 
levels in food products now can sub-

—scribe t<?a PJ3B awareness feport.^ 
Jim Todaro of Livonia and Dan 

Timpi of Ypsilanti, have started Toxic 
Food Watch, a bi-monthly report on 
PBB (polybrominated blpbenyl) levels 
found In foods purchased from stores. <. 

The purpose of Toxic Food Watch is 
to help consumers identify foods which 
contain PBB, even if they fall below le-

- gaily permlssable levels. 
"We/ believe people want to avoid 

PBB at any tolerance level," said Tor 
daro, a 27-year-old self-employed ac­
countant. . . . 

PBB, the fire retardant chemical 
S which was accidentally mixed with 

dairy feed in the early 1970s, poisoned 
thousands of Michigan cattle, sheep, 
pigs and chickens. 

The poisoning occurred when Velsi-
col, a mid-Michigan chemical compa­
ny, mistook bags of PBB for bags of 
feed addititive. The mistake was 
caught only after the PBB tainted feed 
bad been used. 

While many of the infected animals 
were slaughtered and buried in clay 
pits, traces of PBB were, and still are, 
being found in food. 

Now, some ten years after the poi­
soning, health officials believe at least 
97 percent of all Michigan residents • 
have been Infected with the chemical.-

Michigan lawmakers restricted the 
amount of PBB allowed in meat prod­
ucts to 20 per parts per billion after the 
chemical mix-up occurred. 

However, that state law expired last: 
month, dropping the accepted PBB' 
level to the federal standard of 300! 
• parts per billion. •'* 

Todaro's interest In PBB testing-
-8tems-from-a-Sept^42,-1982 Detroit 

News article on PBB levels found in 
foods. 

"After reading the article,. w§ 
thought somebody should do some test-; 
ing. We waited to see. Nqbody was 
going to do testing so we decided may* 
be we should," he saUL 

The two men plan to use subscription 
money ($20 for six bi-monthly Issues or/. 
$5 for one) to pay for independent test*' 
ing. of foods found on supermarket 
shelves. Toxic Food Watch willuse the; 
Envlromefltal Research Group labora-; 
tories In Ann Arbor. 

"The problem with state testing 14 
that they only check to see If foods ex­
ceed the maximum levels," said To* 
daro, 

"I don't know If anybody will believe 
the state's testing anyway. That's why 
we decided to use an independent test­
ing group." 

PBB testing should be done on foods . 
In the supermarkets, rather than test­
ing of animals on farm sites, he said. 

"We want to see how far down the 
food chain line the PBB goes. 

People interested In more infprma-
.tion. about Toxic Food Watch can call 
Todaro at 425-9788, or write' Toxic 
Food Watch, 340 N. Main, Suite 204, 
Plymouth, 48170. 

Todaro hopes to publish on a regular 
basis. 

A Family Dedicated, to 
Funeral Service 

Larry, Gerry and Larry Griffin 
- ktcefnedj 

L.J. Griff in Funeral Home. 
7707 Middlebelt 

(Just South of Ann Arbor Trail) 

522-9400 

(Armstrong 
SOLARIAN 

FLOORS THAT KEEP THEIR HIGH GLO88 
BEAUTY FAR LONGER THAN ORDINARY 
NO-WAX VINYL FLOORS. 

HOW AT THESE LOW, LQW PRICES 

5x12T?odm 
9x12 Room 
10x12 Room 
11x12 Room 

12 Room 
13x12"ftoom 
14x12 ROOT, 

(OHttfExpimi io-14-aa) • -——*n 
' _DESIQN,EB_ 8UND1AI— 

(10.6 sq. yds.) $240.00 $179.00 
$251.00.......$191.00 
$281 .00 . . . .M .$215 .00 
$314.00....... $239.00 
$344.00 $263.00 
$374.00 . . . .A. $287.00 
$404.00 $311.00 

(12 sq. yds.) 
(T3.3 9Q. yds.) 
(14.6 sq. yds.) 

(16 s^, yds.) 
(17x3 sq-. yds.) 

5¾ sq. yds.) 

COMPLETELY INSTALLED WITH 
1/4" SUB-FLOOR BY OUR 

ARMSTRONG TRAINED INSTALLERS 
AND FULLY GUARANTEED BY 

ARMSTRONG 

FLOORING 
UNLIMITED INC. 

44519 ANN ARBOR RD. 
PLYMOUTH, Ml. 4 5 9 - 7 7 7 5 
M-Thur. 10-9 FREE ' 
T.W.F.S 10-6 ESTIMATES 

ARPIN'S of Windsor 

56th 
*ANNUAL 

—^-Fine Canadian 
,.~^-Hurs^ 

Come see Arpln's 
- fabulous 

1982-83 collection of 
fashion fura, expertly 

crafted Into today's 
exciting new designs... 

and course, you are 
assured of line 

quality and 
-—•^ value when yojiihoi 
r f f j • Arpln's 

Duty and Sales 
Tax Refunded 

Full Premium on 
American Funds 

. FUK Specialist for over 56 y tort 

• . . 484 Pellssler Street 
\ Windsor* 1-6ld-263-56lF 

Dally 9<o6:3O/Fr).fo0 * 

+ 
American . 
Red Cross 

your hands? 

We could use 
-those handsr 

Join us. 
1 • ^ 

We're 
Celebrating 

Our 
16th 

Birthday 
See Our Insert 

In Today's Observer 

FRIED CHICKEN 
Cherry Hill & Venoy 

Garden City 

4429 S. Wayno 
(noar Annapolis) 

Wayne 

Now—when fail winds and brisk weather 
are bringing families—and company—back 
Jnto the home... Towne and County's bring­
ing you furniture savings to make your 
home environment more beautiful, more 
inviting, more ready for indoor living than 
ever before. This week save on selected fine 
furniture and accessories for each room in 
your home. 

Prexel'a "Preface" dining room and 
occasional collections and 
"Blshopsgate" dining room grouping. 
Now on sale (Including special orders) • • . . 
\ . . . . . . . .". . 20% off 

Heritage...every sofa, love seat, chair 
and ottoman in the popular "Custom 
Design Program." 
Now on sale (including special orders) . . . 
. .'. ~ . 25% off 

Drexel'a "contemporary upholstered 
modular seatlng&uices: 
Ottoman Reg $2%0 
Now on sale . . .*»' . ._ . . .". . 9232 
Armless Unit Reg. $479 . 
Now oh sale $383 
Comer Unit Reg. $599 
Now on sate . . . . . . . . «479 

Heritage "Dynasty" and "Sketchbook" 
dining room collections. 
Now on sale (Including special orders) . . . . 

_.... .~ 20% off. 

"Henredon...every sofa, lobe• seat, chalF, 
-ottoman and modular unit in the 
contemporary "Folio 500" grouping. 
Introductory sale price (Including special 
orders) : • 20% off 

Henredon's "Oriental Accents 
Program" including: sofa tables, bars, 
cocktail tables, consoles, pedestals, 
chests, curio cabinets'and accent 
tables. 
Introductory sale price (Including special 
orders) . 20% off 

Performance protection policy: 
Any item, except special orders, may be 
exchanged or returned for a full refund 
within 10 days after date ofdeliviry if 
you are dissatisfied for any reason 
whatsoever, pertaining to color, cover, 
style, size, performance, etc 

Price protection policy: 
If within 10 days after purchase, you -
should happen to receive a lower price 
anywhere In the Detroit tricounty area, 

WE WILL MEET THE PRICEI 

Serta 1/2 off bedding sale. 
Close-out of last year's covers. 
Twin Reg. $139.95 
Now on sate ¢69.95 ea. pc. 
Full Reg. $199.95 
Now on sate 999.95 ea.pc. 
Queen Reg. $519.90- " -
Now on sale . ¢259.90 per set 
King Reg. $699.95 

l~Nowonsale :T——-9349.95perset 
/ . 

Boy's and girl's correlated bedroom 
groupings. 
Cape Cod" and "Cherie" In while for girls, 
"Envoy" with, Formica lops for boys. 
Wfde selection of chests, beds, desks, 
dressers, decks and nightstands. 
Now on sale 20% off 

Thomasvtlle's (Huntley Division) 
bedroom and dining room groupings 
including: "AmericanClassic," 
"Woodrun" and"Lumlnatlons," 

'Now on sale (including special orders).... 

Thomasvtlle dining room, bedropm and 
occasional collections. 
We've Included these famous "groupings': 
"Camllle", "4 Comers Imports , "Grand' 
Classic"and "Mystique". 
Now on sale (Including special orders) . . . . 

. . .>. „ ^^25%'50%off 

Warcatolinger, Classic Leather, Craft-
work Quito,-Flair; Selig, SL Timothy, , 
thayer-Coggln and Vanguard sofas, —-• 
love stats and chairs. 
Choose from our fine selection. You may even • 
special order during this sale. - -
•Now on sale 20% off 

Sellgchairs. 
. Priced by the pair. Chodse from 4 
contemporary styles, select from a wide range 
of covers: '. 
Reg. $390each . . .:.!_,. Now2for»499 

Berven of California better carpet. 
All patterns in your choice of all popular 
colors, fine quality construction. 
Now on sale (special orders included) . . . . 

. . , .J..-. 20% off 

Lamps and accessories. 
Included in this group are paintings, 
sculptures, clocks, pictures, grandmother and 
grandfather clocks and wall decor. 
Now on sale J5X-50X off 

Hlbriten "Shlbul" dining room 
grouping. 
Now on sale (Including special orders) . . . . 

- - i i <.-,-< . <r , * -« v r > 1 •»- ."•-> T T 1 ,- -v 2 0 /9' Off 

Henredon's "Connoisseurs 
Qailtry"... floor samplei. 

TNow-onsale 40% off 

Hlckofu solid oak HlLo table and four 
partytchatra. Reg. $ 1,604 
Now on sate #999.00 

Leather sofas, chairs and ottomans. 
Select from 60 leather uphols{ered pieces In 

. sfook forimmediale delivery. 
Now on sate (Including special orders) . . . , 

. 20% 40% off 

We make you 
feel'righfat home. 

Dearb6rn 565 3400 
23600 Michigan Ave. 

east of Telegraphy* 

Bloomftetd Hills 642-8322 
4107 Telegraph . 

at Long Lake Rd. 

Rochester 652-3500 
1110$. Rochester Rd: 

in Winchester Mall 
Open dally 109, Wed. SJiat: 10-6. Use our convenient charge, Visa or Master Card, 

/4 
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Dgncer8_play a big part in the musical. Here-some of mewbers^of the two gangs, the Sharks and the Jets,-
them rehearse the Saturday night dance routine where ..get together briefly for some fun. 

Song and dance not routine 
in this musical production 
By Mauris Walker 
staff writer 

When the curtain rises on a stage 
production, it's the beginning of a new 
experience for the audience. 

For a few hours, they are carried 
into a different world. The audience ex­
periences something different from its 
everyday life. -• . 

For the cast, however, presenting a 
show before an audience is the climax 
of hours of hard work. 

Such will be the case of the Spotlight 
Players when they offeree popular 
muslcafc^West Side Siory". at 8 tfm. 
Oct. 8, 9,15 and 16 in Wayne Memorial 
Auditorium. 

The rise of the curtain culminates 
more than 1(T weeks of auditions and 
rehearsals.. 

BACK IN THE first week of August, 
some 75. persons showed up for audi-
Uoti»:v>^kiAgODeofthea7rolegiDtbe 
production. 

Once the cast was-selectedrthe-long 
hours of rehearsals began. 

Over the last nine weeks, the cast has 
rehearsed six days a week, four to five 
hours per session. 

For the first few weeks, the cast 
rehearsed without the orchestra, the 
music being provided by music direc­
tor Liz Potter at the piano. 

Dancers, singers and the lead char­
acters rehearsed independently at first, 
then finally the job of putting the entire 
cast together began. 

The producer, Mary Cobello, director 
,Gail Mack, choreographer Mary Jo Co­
bello and the orchestra conductor, Rich 
Alder, now are' beginning weaving their 
groups Into a full production. 

'THE ORCHESTRA is made up of 
professional musicians from the-sur-
rounding area. That first day or two of 
working with the cast means many in­
terruptions i as~ dancers and singers 
work to synchronize their routines with 
the orchestra. 

You don't have to go to Broadway or even 
Detroit's Masonic or Fisher theaters to enjoy 
talented actors, singers, and dancers in a Jive 
production. The Spotlight/Players, formerly the 
Wayne-Westlana\.Civic Theatre, will offer a 
popular musical, "West Side Story" over two 
weekends starting Friday night. In the first of 
two installments on community theater in the 
suburbs, The Observer puts the spotlight on the 
"West Side Story" cast in words and photos. 
The second installment next week will feature 
the Garden City Civic Theatre's upcoming pro-
duction of "My Fair Lady," to open Friday, 
Oct. 15 for two weekends. 

Jim Baker, cast • • Riff, 
leader of the Jets, 
shows off in front of 
his gang -members 
in this scene from 
"West 8ide Story." 

the dancers practice off at the side. 
There is a spirit of companionship 

among the cast 
Dancers are applauded when they 

finish a routine and when the lead char­
acters,. fUtei-...Wilcox as Marls and 
John Eastn>|n as Tony, f inlsh' on^of 

There Is no time wasted daring the—their duets, they are applauded by the, 
—streau©as-reheaj«als^While-the-princi-—rest of the cast, • _ 

pie charcters go through their routines, "West jSIde Story" is. not an easy 

show to produce. Realizing the entire 
production staff, the cast and the musi­
cians are all devoting hours of their 
spare time, not for money but for the 
love of the theater, makes the final pol­
ished production even more amazing. 
/•"Acting'isn't' a new experience -for 
most of the tfWest Side Story" group, 
however. 

They have done other shows, some" 

for the Spotlight Players, some with 
other organizations or in school. 

Mary Cobello co-produced the 
group's production of "Cabaret' earlier 
this year. She also appeared In "Don't 
Drink the Water." She Is agent promo-
tor for the "Silent Suggestions Mime 
Troupe" and for "Magic and More." 

DIRECTOR MACK taught speech 
courses at the University of Michigan 
and has taught theater, English and 
speech courses at Ferndale High 
School. 

She .had, directed and acted In a num­
ber ôf othe¥ shows, has been stage 
manager as well as a set designer for 
various theater groups^ • • • •* ." . 
\ Choreographer Mary Jo Cobello, a 

: student at Eastern Michigan Unlveral-

muslc teacher for the Wayne-Westland 
Schools. She has worked with the 
Wayne-Westland Civic theatre as well 
as the Wayne Summer Theatre. 

Orchestra leader Adler Is a music 
and English teacher for the Dexter 
Schools. 

He has been Involved In the orches­
tra pits of 40 productions at the Dear­
born Civic Theatre, Wayne Summer 
Theatre, Musical Dinner Theatre of De­
troit, and Wayne Memorial - High 
School. 
. The assistant director, Jeffrey 

James, has previously worked with the 
Spotlight Players, the Summer Theater 
and at Franklin Junior High and Wayne 
High School. ~* ; .-•.'•-. 

TICKETS FOR "West ^Slde Story1* 
are %% for adults and |3.5p, for students: 

ty, has danced and acted lu-a-«ambef of 4md-seoiof<maefl3^— 
Spotlight Players productions while IJJL. 
ToRer, the;mu.sr ' 

For ticket information, call 397-1952 
iirec'.or .i J r 5 &;>•<;. 

fe*S 

Officer Krupke, played by Joel Fabian (second from 
left) breaks up a fight between the two gang leaders, 
Bernardo (Mark Renfrow, left) and Riff (Jim Baker, 

right) while Todd Warren as GJad Hand looks on. This is 
one of the scenes from "West Side Story" which opens 
tomorrow at Wayne Memorial Auditorium. 

••'•" - . ^ - - ^ - ¾ ¾ ¾ ¾ 

A romantic moment from "West 8lde Story" finds Tony, played by 
John^Eastman, and Maria, played by Karen Wilcox, singing "To* 
night," one__Qf many popular numbers In the show. 

Choreographer Mary Jo Cobello (left) and 
director Gall Mack go over the script dur­
ing a reKearsa^tor 1KB upct>rnfrig produc­
tion of "West Side Story" being presented 
by the 8potlight Players. 

Staff photos 
by Art Emanuele 
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