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FREE HEALTH screenings
are offered by Annapolis Hospital, a
part of the People’s Community
Hospital Authority, on Wednesday,
Jan. 5 and 12. The screening is
avallable to those ages 60 and older.
To arrange for an appointment, call
722-3308.

SENIORS WHO want to
particlpate in the nutrition program
must call 24 bours in advanceto .
make a reservation. The program is
open to senlors age 60 and older at
the Senior Friendship Center, 37095
Marquette, 722-7632; Whittier
Community Center, 28550 Ann
Arbor Trall, 261-7030, Kirk of Cur
Saviour, 36660 Cherry Hill, 728-
1088; and Wayne County J Building,
Michigan Avenue and Merriman,
326-3561. -

THE McDONALD family
apparently goes In for gift-giving in
a speclal way. Mary Josephine -
McDonald of Melvin Avenue in
Westland reports that one of her
sons, Lawrence, 49, of Wixom,
recently donated one of his kidneys
to an older brother, John, 55, of
Dearborn.

After being on kidney dialysis
machines for about a year and
suffering twice from cancer of the
thyrold, what John needed was a
new kidney, his mother said. Of
John’s four brothers, Lawrence
most closely matched his brother’s
blood chemigtry and became a :
donor at Henry Ford Hospital.

~ “I just thought it wasso
wonderful of him,” said his mother.
So do we.

REP. WILLIAMD. Ford, D-
Taylor, and federal Judge Carl
McGowan were awarded honorary
doctor of law degrees by the-
University of Michigan at its winter
commencement Sunday.

The congressman, who in January
begins his 10th term representing
the 15th District, which includes
Westland, was the main speaker at
the graduation ceremony.

. Recognized as a strong supporter
and advocate for education, Ford
has been a legislator, attorney and
civic leader. He serves on House
Educatiop and Labor Committee
-and Is chairman of the post office
and clvil service committees.

He provided the major leadership.
in the development and passage of

- the'MiddIe Income Student
Assistance Act of 1978 and the
education amendments of 1880.

SALLY SCHROEDER of
Westland is a semifinalist in the Ms.
Detroit Auto Show competition, in
which a queen will be sefected to
reign over the 87th annual Detroit
Auto Show in January.

Schroeder Is a waitress at TGI
Friday’s and has attended Qakland
and Henry Ford community
colleges. -

Final judging for the contest will
be done in early‘January. Dates for
the show, when more than 400 cars,
trucks, vans and specialty vehicles
will be on display, are Jan. 15-28.
Theme of the show 13 “We're all
revved up.” ’

NIGHTINGALE West will
hosted its annual children’s
Christmas party. last week as about -
50 youhgsters from Edwin Denby |
Memorial Home in Detroit enjoyed -
gifts made by patients and thelr -
families, visited with Santa, enjoyed
entertainment and refreshments at -
the convalescent center. .
~ Parilcipating in this year's event
last Thursday were the Jaycées,
Jaycettes or J-teens from Livonia,
Redford, Garden City, Westland and
Wayne. ~ - v '
- The folloWing night, famities of
patlents give a gift of time by
joining in an evening of food and
fun_ cem N R

~

You, too, can have information
about people and places listed in
the Observer. Just send the
complete information to Places
and Faces, 36251 Schoolcrq!t,
Livonia 48150. Be sure to include
the name and phone number of |
someone who can be reached
during normal bus{niess hours.
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' Job fund

search
considers

alternative

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Thirteen western Wayne County lo-
cal governments will move “full
steam” to seek federal funds for a job
training program, but they also agreed
Friday to give County Executive-elect
William Lucas 30 days to offer them a

.countywide plan.

“All systems are go, but we're not at
the point of no returm,” said Livonia -
Mayor Edward H. McNamara, summ-
ing up the feelings of suburban offi-
clals

Lucas’ surprise request for a chance
to draft a countywide plan was deliv-
ered to the group, meeting in Westland,
by Robert FitzPatrick, the county eco-
nomic development director who had
been Lucas’ Republican rival Nov. 2
for the new county executive vote.

“I believe he is making a sincere ef-
fort,” said FitzPatrick. “As an advo-

cate of county reform for 11 years, I

couldn’t very well say no."”

FITZPATRICK SEEMED satisfied
that the suburban mayors and township
supervisors at least will consider any

- county plan prior to a Feb. 1 deadline

for seeking to become a designated ser-
vice area to administer $6 million un-
der the federal Job Opportunity qnd
Training Partonership Act (JOPTA).

Garden City Mayor Vince Fordell
said he had met with Lucas on theé topic
but still supported the independent ef-
fort by the northwestern suburbs. “The
county plan is belng put together solely
by Bill Lucas. We've had no say,” sald

“Lat’s be sure we are part of the pro-
cess. At this point in time, we've not
been part of the process." .

Canton Township Supervisor James*
Poole supported the suburban applica-
tion and consideration of a Lucas plan.
“I am happy to go ahead and get our
ducks in line,” he gaid. "I don't want to
start bucking heads before the sheriff
and county board of commissioners
even get organized.”

The 2-year-old suburban group,
known officlally as the Local Govern-
mental Conference of Western Wayne,
voted Friday to accept Dearborn, Gar-

den City, Livonia and Plymouth Town- ;

ship as members. Farller members in-
clude Canton Township, Dearborn, Ink-
ster, Northville city and township, the
eity of Plymouth, Redford Fownship
and the cities of Wayne and Westland.

McNAMARA, WHILE seeking to
avoid a Lucas vs. the suburbs confron-
tation, insisted the only way the
northwestern suburbs would get a good

- program is to write their own grant

proposal.

Please turn to Page 2
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in their jobs with the nelghborhood development program, Edward

Gunther and Jamses Giibert have seen roofs with leaks so bad the

Neglected homes repaired

-, Lo
By Marle Chestney
staff writer

James Gilbert, community development special-,

ist for Westland’s neighborhood development pro-
gram, remembers the day he walked into a home to
ingpect it and found an alligator lving in the bath-
room. :

“I told the people they had to get rid of the alliga-
tor, which was running around the bathroom, be-
fore we would inspect the home,” said Gilbert,
speaking from his office at the Dorsey Community
Center, 32715 Dorsey on the city's southeast side.-

Gilbert laughed at -the alligator encounter be-
cause alligators are not what he generally meets on
his job. :

What Gilbert and his staff generally see are rott-
ing wood, leaky roofs, sagging plaster, frayed wir-
Ing and worn out sinks and tollets.

They see houses falling apart bit by bit from
years of neglect and from the lack of money needed
to fix thern up.

It's Gilbert’s job — and the job of the neighbor-
hood development program — to use funds supplied

by the federal goverament to get the city’s rundown
housesbullt up again.

SINCE 1977, Westland has made the rehabilita-
tion of dilapidated homes in the city a top priority.
Every year since 1977, the city has funneled some
of its federal community block grant money into
the neighborhood development program.

Councilwoman Justine Barnes told why the city
had put a priority on rejuvenating aging homes.

Westland, she said, had to have a housing pro-
gram in order to qualify for blockgrant funds, but
the city also knew a big need existed for upgrading
the homes of low- and moderate-income residents.

“We learned the hard way that urban renewal
doesn’t work,” Barnes sald. “Movihg people doesn’t
erase a problem. Rehabilitation i8 more construc-
tive. It doesn't disrupt the community, nor does it
displace people.”

Gilbert estimates 120 homes have been fixed in
Westland since the program began.

And, he said, those 120 homes are just the tip of
the lceburg. ‘

“There are a substantial number of homes out

~
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floors were warped on the first tloor of two-story homes.

City renews home fix-up program

there which could benefit from participating,” Gil-
bert said.

WHILE THE PROGRAM no longer targets spe-
cific sections of Westland, there are certain areas
In the city where homes are more in need of first-
ald. Two of the neediest areas Gilbert mentioned
are Glenwood-Palmer-Merriman-Wayne and Ink-
ster-Merriman-Annapolis-Van Born.

Gilbert said the program’s offices were moved
from clty hall to the Dorsey center because that put .
the staff closest to the homes where help is most
needed.

Help comes in the form of outright grants or low-
Interest loans to pay the fix-up bill. To be eligible
for either a grant or loan, homeowners must fall
within federal income guidelines and meet criteria
set forth by the city. A family of four can earn no
more than $15,000 to be eligible for an outright
grant. The same family can earn $21,750 and still
be eligible for a low-interest loan. One-time-only
grants or loans can go as high as $10,000 and loan
recipients have up to 15 years to pay it back.

Please turn to Page 2
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An old salt -when it comes to salling vesseis Is this clipper ship
madel bullt by Charles Birmingham. Real sait in the small chest
helps maintain the proper level of molsture within the case.

.....

Model builder replicates
era of sea-going vessels

By Mary Kiemic
staff writer R

Most people dream about the day
their ship will come in. But Westland
resident Charles Birmingham couldn't
wait — he bullt his own.

Birmingham, 60, had long been en-
chanted by clipper ships, the majestic
salling ships bullt for great speed more
than a century ago. So he set about con-
structing his own tiny replica of one of
the actual ships. .

Birmingham began carving the mod-
el in 1951. After some eight years of
work, at a cost of more than $500, the

-replica was completed.

Today, exactly 100 years after the

A original was built, the lifelike model
- stil} stands proudly in a wood and glass

case in the Birmingham home.

“His grandmother’s first husband
was captaln on a clipper ship that did
tea trading between England, and the
Orlent,* said Birminghanm's wife,
Marion. “He has always been fascinat-
ed by clipper ships.”

THE MODEL — measuring some 3-

1% feet long and 14 inches high — Isan

exact replica of the “Californis,” a
clipper ship bullt in Belfast, Ireland in
1882. The actua) ship's home port Is
now in Liverpoo), England.
Birmlngham purchased plans for the
model from a Royal Oak man. The re-
plica’s'deck is made of yellow pine that
was sent from California. Birmingham
mounted the model on teakwood used

for decks in life-size boats. ’I‘he'teak- )
wood was donated by his brothers who

manufacture boats, according to his

wife.

A good deal of painstaking work
went into construction of the red, white
and blue model. .

- “That is all wood and metal,” said
Birmingham’s 21-year-old son, Patrick.
“There is not one piece of plastic
(there).” i

The replica’s deck, which Birming-

. ham sanded and shellacked, is inlaid

with 1,150 pieces. Patrick said his fa-

ther put the pieces in place with
tweezers. ’

“I remember he explainea to me thé .
deck was round so the rain would go
out the portholes on the side,” Patrick -
said.

A figure of a woman blowing a bugle
is perched on the bow of the ship. Bir-
mingham used a nail to make this fi-
gurehead's tiny bugle, according to Pa-
trick. : -

Please turn to Page 3
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Homes fixed with federal funds

Continued from Page 1

Gilbert said his staff has not gone out of its way
recently to publicize the program as a client back-
log occurred in 1981 when the program’s director
left, the job went unfilled for nearly a year and the
program slowed to a crawl.

“When I came in May, we had a waiting hst of 55-
60 people,” Gilbert said. “Right now, we're working
to get those people processed. We still have about
40 people weaiting”

The program is still using federal funds the city

- allogated in 1981. No money was allocated in 1982,

said community development program director
Gene Hudson, because a-surplus was created when
the program slowed down and because none was

. requested,

Hudson pegged the program’s budget at $325,000
per year. Money also comes into the program
through pay-backs on loans, he said. Hudson esti-
mated 25-30 complete rehabilitafion jobs-would be
done in 1982, the most ever done in one year since
the progrjm began.

Gilbert said most of the homeowners they help
are referred by such agencies as the city’s depart-
ment of aging, the Wayne County weatherization
bureau and the department of social services. “In

—__that way, we are sure we are getting people who
-really are in need,” he said.

Fix-up applications must/be OK'd by the West-

- land Rehabilitation Review Board. Sitting on the

board are city finance director Laurence Williams,
chairman; James Anderson; John Franklin, Made-
lyn Schroeder; Richard Honaker, and Gilbert. It
takes nearly, four maaths from the time of e’ipplica»
tion.to the {ime of job completion.

Once the board OKs an application, it is Gllbert s
job to get contractors’ bids, mspect the job site and
make gure the homeowner is satisfied when the
work is done.

BOTH GILBERT AND program inspector Ed
Gunther agreed that getting a satisfied homeowner
is a tough task.

“When buying a pew home, you don't see what
goes in between the walls or how the work was
done,” Gunther said. “These people live in the home
and see the work done eack day, and they get a
little picky anda little critical.

“They also change tbeir minds as the contractor
does the work. They want to change the kind of

light fixtures put in but the contractor does things
based on the bid.”

don’t -get something for nothing. But 1 wound up
totally satlsfied.”

Edna Negray, however, is today wonderlng what
she ever got into.

In her late 60’s and hard of heanng Negray
called the Observer to say she thought the program
was doing unnecessary things to her home just to
get $10,000 out of the federal government

Negray complained about the “enormous prices
on very bad work.” She said she wouldn't sign any
more paperwork-given to her, and was worrieg that
her daughter would be stuck with a big bill to pay if
she died before her five-year requirement was up.

Because it is a federal program, with lots of
paperwork and specific rules to follow, Hudson said
homeowners sometimes have a hard time under-
standing the nature of the work to be done.

Hudson attributed Negray's problems to this lack
of understanding, plus her concern over the city's
putting.a lien on her home.

THE CITY places a lien on the home of graat
recipients because the program requires that a
home can’t be sold within five years after the work
is done without a payback penalty. One-year-liens
are also puf on the homes of loan recipients.

Oftentimes, Gilbert said, homeowners who are
eligible to participate in the grant program don't
because of this rule. Seniors especially, he said,
worryg that their children will have to pay back a
portion of the grant if they should die before the
five years are up.

The furnace, roof and windows in Negray's home
were repaired on an emergency basis, Gilbert said,
and the house is now undergoing general rehabilita-
tion. He estimated the cost of the work to be $8,000.

Gilbert said Negray had two septic tanks which,
according to city code, should be removed and
which had added the cost of the job. “The tops are
deteriorating and the ]oxsts are rotting, but she
would rather leave them in.”

He called Negray “overly-ever- apprehenswé of

- both the lien and what effect the repair work would
have on her property taxes.

WHEN THE PROGRAM first started, most of
the appicants were seniors, Gilbert said. Now many

are either young couples or divorced mothers.

“Moms with kids don't have the time nor the know-
how (to do the repair work),” he said.

- Applicants’ homes have to meet strict criteria
and many ran-down homes in the city don’t get re-

home might be rented and the landlord 1neuglb!e
for a grant or loan. A home might have a lien on it,
or the taxes are not up to date. Homes must have
two or more “severe” defects to qualify. And, Gil-
bert said, homeowners might be more interested in
“beautifying” their home than in doing répairs not
easily seen.

The program won't pay- for fancy door knobs,
painting, caulking or “those basic maintenance
items homeowners can do themselves,” Gilbert
said.

The program has approximately 10 licensed con-
tractors it continually relies on to bid on jobs. But
many contractors, he said, would rather work on
building something new rather than repairing
something old. “It’s not pleasant for them to work
in deterloratmg homes where the walls might cave
in,” he sald

IN HIS SIX years as a building inspector, Gunth-
er has seen a lot of houses that are standing upright
through sheer determination alone. He has inspect-
ed worn-out roofs, sagging plaster and floors buck-
ling from water damage.

“These things haven't happened overnight, the

homes have undergone years of neglect,” he said.

“The homeowners could have made the repairs but
have not, often because they don't have the money.”

But Gunther will never forget the two-story
home where water had-not only ruined the roof,
walls and floors of the second floor, but had warped
the floors and cnved in the plaster on the first floor
also.

“I was walking around the house, dodging the wa-
ter as I inspected it,” he Sald
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Coalition plans to write
own grant for job funds

Continued from Page 1

The federal act requires any JOPTA
'service area to have at least 200,000
populatiop, a limitation that. means
only Wayne County itself (pop. 2.3 mil-
lion) and the city of Detroit (1.2 million)
could qualify without being part of a
consortiym.

“Detroit will be a service area. You
know that. Downrives (conference of
communities) is not going to back off

(seeking designation as a service area). .

“That will leave 18 of Wayne Coun-
ty’s 43 communitles suspended. It
means we're being left at the mercy of
the county comimissioners,”
McNamara said.

If the northwestern suburbs fail to
organize their own group, they will
come under whatever plan the county
produces, he said. Political control of
the plan would fall to the Wayne Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners, the majori-
ty of whom are from Detroit.

Plymouth Township Supervisqr Mau-
rice Breen added, “It's not a
McNamara group against a county ex-
ecutive. I've worked with the county
for years, and it’s been a disaster.”

- LUCAS, WHO will be sworn in Jan. 3
as the first executive under ‘a county
home-rule charter in Michigan history,
had been quoted as being angry at

“fragmentation” of public services by - ‘

the suburban groups.

McNamara insisted the portrayal
was false. “I had a pleasant discussion
with Lucas,” said McNamara, who ran
second to Lucas in the Aug. 10 Demo-
cratic primary for executive. “His PR
people thought it made sense to make
him look angry in print.

“But we know best what our needs
are, downriver knows best what its
needs are, and Detroit knows best what
its needs are.”

What’s new in your town?

It you have news about events or
people in the community, we'd like to
hear from you. To report news as its
happening, call our newsline at 591-
2300.

News about fulure events or people
you think- our readers ought to know
about should be mailed to the Westland
Observer, . 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia

48150.

Be sure to include the date, time and
place of the event, as well as the name
and phone number of someone who can
be reached during normal business
hours to clarify information.

Deadlines are Monday for the Thurs.
day paper, and Thursday for the Mon-
day edition.
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Sometimes, Gilbert said, clients expect too much.
While the programs—mfent—ts—ttr;ust‘bnng homes
structurally and operationally up to code, home-
owners oftenp demand extras.

“Customers want the visual things, but it's the
structural things we go after,” Gilbert said. “Con-
tractors are asked to do a lot of things because for
most of the people, it's the only chance they'll ever
have to get things done.”

Homeowners bave also been known to refuse to
sign a contractor’s check until they got what they
wanted. Gunther recalled one resident who refused
to sign until a sidewalk crack had been repaired.
The crack had existed before the work began, but
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ter repairing the concrete at his own expense.
Homeowners also expect the work crew to be at
. the house everyday and don’t undegstand contrac-
tor's have to set priorities, Gilbert sﬂ* :
“Each feels tlreir,-house is most important. Tt's

All adventising publ»shed in the Wes!land Obsarver Is Reg. $110.00
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} WELLA FLEX .o, $ 199 RONEITNS

Meadov/brook Mall
" Watton Bivd. at Adams
‘1400 SHELDON ROAD
CORNER ANN ARSOR RQAD-PLYMOUIH TOWNSHIP
DISCOUNT PRESCRIPTIONS

HOUHYS Qprn Meondav - Saturday 'l APN-IU $7 1A
Sunday 1MHAM.6PM

CoNNe

Fisher Building
{Oetrait)
125 Fisher Building

i We are NOT going out of Business!|
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ChONNeLLY's
Downtown

Birmingham
280 N. Woodward Ave.

Kawanis ’Clul-)
‘Garden Clty
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Titie & l‘lddbboll
llot\-m 10-9; hl. 108
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