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and faces 

FREE HEALTH screenings 
are offered by Annapolis Hospital, a 
part of the People's Community 
Hospital Authority, on Wednesday, 
Jan. 5 and 12. The screening is 
available to those ages 60 and older. 
To arrange for an appointment, call 
722-3308. 

SENIORS WHO want to 
participate in the nutrition program 
must call 24 hours in advance to 
make a reservation. The program is 
open to seniors age 60 and older at 
the Senior Friendship Center, 37095 
Marquette, 722-7632; Whittier 
Community Center,-28550 Ann 
Arbor Trail, 261-7030; Kirk of Our 
Saviour, 36660 Cherry Hill, 728-
1088; and Wayne County J Building, 
Michigan Avenue and Merriman, 
326-3561. -

THE McDONALD family 
apparently goes in for gift-giving in 
a special way. Mary Josephine 
McDonald of Mel via Avenue in 
Westland reports that one of her 
sons, Lawrence, 49, of Wlxom, 
recently donated one of his kidneys 
to an older brother, John, 55, of 
Dearborn. 

After being on kidney dialysis 
machines for about a year and 
suffering twice from cancer of the 
thyroid, what John needed was a 
new kidney, his mother said. Of 
John's four brothers, Lawrence 
most closely matched his brother's 
blood chemistry and became a 
donor at Henry Ford Hospital. 

"I just thought It was so , 
wonderful of him," said bis mother. 
So do we. 

REP. WILLIAM D.Ford, D-
Taylor, and federal Judge Carl 
McGowan were awarded honorary 
doctor of law degrees by the-
University of Michigan at its winter 
commencement Sunday. 

The congressman, who in January 
begins his 10th term representing 
the 15th District, which Includes 
Westland, was the main speaker at 
the graduation ceremony. 
. Recognized as a strong supporter 
and advocate for education, Ford 
has been a legislator, attorney and 
civic leader. He serves on House 
Education and Labor Committee 
and Is chairman of the post office 
and civil service committees. 

He provided the major leadership 
in the development and passage of 
the Middle Income Student 
Assistance Act of 1978 and the 
education amendments of 1980. 

SALLY SCHROEDER of 
Westland is a semlflnallst in the Ms. 
Detroit Auto Show competition, in 
which a queen will be sefected to 
reign over the 67th annual Detroit 
Auto Show in January. 

Schroeder is a waitress at TGI 
Friday's and has attended Oakland 
and Henry Ford community 
colleges. 

Final judging for the contest will 
be done In early*January. Dates for 
the show, when more than 400 cars, 
trucks, vans and specialty vehicles 
will be on display, are Jan. 15-23. 
Theme of the show Is "We're all 
revved up." 

NIGHTINGALE West will 
hosted Its annual children's 
Christmas party last week as about 
50 youngsters' from Edwin. Dehby 
Memorial Home in Detroit enjoyed 
gifts made by patients and their 
families, visited with Santa, enjoyed 
entertainment and refreshments at 
the convalescent'center. 

Participating in this year^event 
last Thursday were the Jaycees, 
Jaycettes or J-teens from Livonia, 
Redford, Garden City, .Westland and 
Wayne. (

 v 

The following night, families of 
patients give a gift of time by 
joining in an evening of food and 
f u n . •• --• 

You, too, can have information 
about people and places listed in 
the Observer. Just send the 
complete information to Places 
and Faces, 362S1 Schoolcraft, 
Livonia 48150. Be sure to include 
the name and phone number of 
someone who can be reached 
during normal business hours. 

Job fund 
search 
considers 
alternative 
By Tim Richard 
staff writer 

Thirteen western Wayne County lo­
cal governments will move "full 
steam" to seek federal funds for a job 
training program, but they also agreed 
Friday to give County Executive-elect 
William Lucas 30 days to offer them a 
countywide plan. 

"All systems are go, but we're not at 
the point of no return," said Livonia 
Mayor Edward H. McNamara, summ­
ing up the feelings of suburban offi­
cials. 

Lucas' surprise request for a chance 
to draft a countywide plan was deliv­
ered to the group, meeting in Westland, 
by Robert FitzPatrick, the county eco­
nomic development director who had 
been Lucas' Republican rival Nov. 2 
for the new county executive vote. 

"I believe he is making a sincere ef­
fort," said FitzPatrick. "As an advo­
cate of county reform for 11 years, I 
couldn't very well say no." 

FITZPATRICK SEEMED satisfied 
that the suburban mayors and township 
supervisors at least will consider any 

• county plan prior to a Feb. 1 deadline 
for seeking to become a designated ser­
vice area to administer $6 million un­
der the federal Job Opportunity «*nd 
Training Partnership Act (JOPTA). 

Garden City Mayor Vince Fordell 
said be had met with Lucas on the topic 
but still supported the independent ef­
fort by the northwestern suburbs. "The 
county plan is being put together solely 
by Bill Lucas. We've bad no say," said 
Fordell, adding: 

"Let's be sure we are part of the pro­
cess. At this point in time, we've not 
been part of the process." 

Canton Township Supervisor James" 
Poole supported the suburban applica­
tion and consideration of a Lucas plan. 
"I am happy to go ahead and get our 
ducks in line," he said. "I don't want to 
start bucking heads before the sheriff 
and county board of commissioners 
even get organized." 

The 2-year-old suburban group, 
known officially as the Local Govern­
mental Conference of Western Wayne, 
voted Friday to accept Dearborn, Gar­
den City, Livonia and Plymouth Town­
ship as members, -fiarller members in­
clude Canton Township, Dearborn, Ink-
ster, Northville city and township, the 
city of Plymouth, Redford township 
and the cities of Wayne and Westland. 

McNAMARA, WHILE seeking to 
avoid a Lucas vs. the suburbs confron­
tation, insisted the only way the 
northwestern suburbs would get a good 
program is to write their own grant 
proposal. 

Please turn to Page 2 

In their jobs with the neighborhood development program, Edward 
Qunther and James Gilbert have seen roofs with leaks so bad the 

MAROENE JOHNSTON/staff photographer 

floors were warped on the first floor of two-story homes. 

Neglected homes repaired 

City renews home fix-up program 
By Marls Cheatney 
staff writer 

James Gilbert, community development special-, 
1st for Westland's neighborhood development pro­
gram, remembers the day he walked into a home to 
Inspect it and found an alligator living in the bath­
room. 

"I told the people they had to get rid of the alliga­
tor, which was running around the bathroom, be­
fore we would Inspect the home," said Gilbert, 
speaking from his office at the Dorsey Community 
Center, 32715 Dorsey on the city's southeast side. 

Gilbert laughed at the alligator encounter be­
cause alligators are not what he generally meets on 
his Job. 

What Gilbert and his staff generally see are rott­
ing wood, leaky roofs, sagging plaster, frayed wir­
ing and worn out sinks and toilets. 

They see houses falling apart bit by bit from 
years of neglect and from the lack of money needed 
to fix them up. 

It's Gilbert's Job — and the job of the neighbor­
hood development program — to use funds supplied 

by the federal government to get the city's rundown 
bousesbuilt up again. 

SINCE 1977, Westland has made the rehabilita­
tion of dilapidated homes in the city a top priority. 
Every year since 1977, the city has funneled some 
of its federal community block grant money into 
the neighborhood development program. 

Councllwoman Justine Barnes told why the city 
had put a priority on rejuvenating aging homes. 

Westland, she said, had to have a housing pro­
gram in order to qualify for blockgrant funds, but 
the city also knew a big need existed for upgrading 
the homes of low- and moderate-Income residents. 

"We learned the hard way that urban renewal 
doesn't work," Barnes said. "Moving people doesn't 
erase a problem. Rehabilitation is more construc­
tive. It doesn't disrupt the community, nor does it 
displace people." 

Gilbert estimates 120 homes have been fixed in 
Westland since the program began. 

And, he said, those 120 homes are just the tip of 
the iceburg. 

"There are a substantial number of homes out 

there which could benefit from participating," Gil­
bert said. 

WHILE THE PROGRAM no longer targets spe­
cific sections of Westland, there are certain areas 
In the city where homes are more in need of first-
aid. Two of the neediest areas Gilbert mentioned 
are Glenwood-Palmer-Merriman-Wayne and Ink-
ster-Merrlman-Annapolis-Van Born. 

Gilbert said the program's offices were moved 
from city hall to the Dorsey center because that put 
the staff closest to the homes where help is most 
needed. 

Help comes in the form of outright grants or low-
Interest loans to pay the fix-up bill. To be eligible 
for either a grant or loan, homeowners must fall 
within federal income guidelines and meet criteria 
set forth by the city. A family of four can earn no 
more than $15,000 to be eligible for an outright 
grant The same family can earn $21,750 and still 
be eligible for a low-interest loan. One-time-only 
grants or loans can go as high as $10,000 and loan 
recipients have up to 15 years to pay it back. 

Please turn to Page 2 

Model builder replicates 
era of sea-going vessels 
By Mary Klemic 
staff writer 

BILL BRESlER/»(»ff photographer 
* 

Ah old salt whan it comes to silling vessels Is this clipper ship 
model built by Charles Birmingham. Real salt in the small chest 
helps maintain the proper level of moisture within the case. 

Most people dream about the day 
their ship will come in. But Westland 
resident Charles Birmingham couldn't 
wait — he built his own. 

Birmingham, 60, bad long been en­
chanted by clipper ships, the majestic 
sailing ships built for great speed more 
than a century ago. So he set about con­
structing his own tiny fepllca of one of 
the actual ships. -

Birmingham began carving the mod­
el in 1951. After some eight years of 
work, at a cost of more than $500, the 
replica was completed. 

Today, exactly 100 years after the 
original was built, the lifelike model 
still stands proudly in a wood and glass 
case in the Birmingham home. 

"His grandmother's first husband 
was captain on a clipper ship that did 
tea trading between England, and the 
Orient," said Birminghanm's wife, 
Marion. "He has always been fascinat­
ed by clipper ships." 

THE MODEL — measuring some 3-
1V* feet long and 14 inches high — Is an 
exact replica of the "California," a 
clipper ship built In Belfast, Ireland in 
1882. The actual ship's home port is 
now in Liverpool, England. 

Birmingham purchased plans for the 
model from a Royal Oak man. The re-
pllca'sdeck is made of yellow pine that 
was sent from California. Birmingham 
mounted the model on teakwood used 

for decks in life-size boats. The teak-
wood was donated by his brothers who 
manufacture boats, according to his 
wife. 

A good deal of painstaking work 
went into construction of the red, white 
and blue model. 

"That is all wood and metal," said 
Birmingham's 21-year-old son, Patrick. 
"There is not one piece of plastic 
(there)." 

The replica's deck, which Birming­
ham sanded and shellacked, is inlaid 

with 1,150 pieces. Patrick said his fa­
ther put the pieces in place with 
tweezers. 

"I remember he explained to me the 
deck was round so the rain would go 
out the portholes on the side," Patrick 
said. 

A figure of a woman blowing a bugle 
is perched on the bow of the ship. Bir­
mingham used a nail to make this fi­
gurehead's tiny bugle, according to Pa-
trick. _^ '_ 

Please turn to Page 3 

what's inside 

Calendar . . . . . . . 6A 

Entertainment . . . . 6C 

Shopping cart. . . . . 1B 

Suburban life 10B 
Police 722-9600 
Fire, rescue. . . . 721-2000 
City Hall 721-6000 
Circulation . . . . 591-0500 , 
Wanteds 591-0900 : 

Editorial dept.. . . 591-2300 

di 
Youf Observer carrier will be 

stopping by this week to, collect for 
the month. Please be ready and be 
sure to save your receipt 

It's worth a $1.00 discount on the 
next classified ad you place In your 
hometown newspaper. 
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Homes fixed with federal funds cation plans to wite 
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Gilbert said his staff has not gone out of its way 
recently to publicize the program as a client back­
log occurred in 1981 when the program's director 
left, the job went unfilled for nearly a year and the 
program slowed to a crawl. 

"When I came in May. we had a waiting list of 55-
60 people," Gilbert said. "Right now, we're working 
to get those people processed. We still have about 
40 people waiting.7" 

The program is still using federal fuuds the city 
allocated in 1981. No money was allocated in 1982, 
said community development program director 
Gene Hudson, because a surplus was created when 
the program slowed down and because none was 
requested^ 

Hudson pegged the program's budget at $325,000 
per year. Money also comes into the program 
through pay-backs on loans, he said. Hudson esti­
mated 25-30 complete rehabilitation jobs-would be 
done in 1982, the most ever done in one year since 
the program began. 

Gilbert said most of the homeowners they help 
are referred by such agencies as the city's depart­
ment of aging, the Wayne County weatherization 
bureau and the department of social services. "In 
that way, we are sure we are getting people who 
really are in need," he said. 

Fix-up applications musfbe OK'd by the West-
land Rehabilitation Review Board. Sitting on the 
board are city finance director Laurence Williams, 
chairman; James Anderson; John Franklin; Made-
lyn Schroeder, Richard Honaker, and Gilbert. It 
takes nearly^four months from the time of applica-
tioa to the time of job completion. 

Once the board OKs an application, it is Gilbert's 
job to, get contractors' bids, inspect the job site and 
make sure the homeowner is satisfied when the 
work is done. 

BOTH GILBERT AND program inspector Ed 
Gunther agreed that getting a satisfied homeowner 
is a tough task. 

"When buying a new home, you don't see what 
goes in between the walls or how the work was 
done," Gunther said. "These people live in the home 
and see the work done eacfc day, and they get a 
little picky andajittle critical. 

"They also change their minds as the contractor 
does the work. They want to change the kind of 
light fixtures put in but the contractor does things 
based on the bid." 

Sometimes, Gilbert said, clients expect too much. 
While the program's intent is to jost~bring homes 
structurally and operationally up to code, home­
owners often demand extras. 

"Customers want the visual things, but it's the 
structural things we go after," Gilbert said. "Con­
tractors are asked to do a lot of things because for 
most of the people, it's the only chance they'll ever 
have to get things done." 

Homeowners have also been known to refuse to 
sign a contractor's check until they got what they 
wanted. Gunther recalled one resident who refused 
to sign until a sidewalk crack had been repaired. 
The crack had existed before the work began, but 
wear and tear from the crew had widened it. The 
contractor eventually got his check — but only af- * 
ter repairing the concrete at his own expense. 

Homeowners also expect the work crew to be at 
the house everyday and don't understand contrac­
tor's have to set priorities, Gilbert sSub 

"Each feels their,-house is most important. It's 
hard for them to understand you are not dealing 
with them individually," heexplained. 

LENGTHY APPLICATION forms, home inspec­
tions, board approvals, contractors' bids and work 
crews, which sometimes hang around houses for up 
to two months, all embroil homeowners in compli­
cated, bureaucratic red-tape and confusion. Some­
times all comes out rosy. Other times, homeowners 
are left to wonder what they ever got into. 

Everything came up rosy for Alice Able, who 
could be called a totally satisfied customer. For the 
cost of tracing the deed on her home ($27), Able 
said she got $8,000 worth of work done on her 
home. Program rules require that the owner have 
cfear title to the home and that all tax payments 
and special assessments are up to date. 

The ^8,000 came in the form of a grant which"" 
Able does not have to repay unlessshe sells her 
home within five years of the repair work. If in that 
time her home passes into new hands, a pro-rated 
percentage of the grant would have to be paid bacffc 
to the program. 

"My whole house was rebuilt — the roof, the 
porch, windows, siding, plumbing and electricity," 
Able said. "At first I was skeptical.-1-figured you 
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don't get something for nothing. But 1 wound up 
totally satisfied." 

Edna Negray, however, is today wondering what 
she ever got into. 

In her late 60's and hard of hearing, Negray 
called the Observer to say she thought the program 
was doing unnecessary things to her home just to 
get $10,000put of the federal government: 

Negray complained about the "enormous prices 
on very bad wort." She said she wouldq't sign any 
more paperwork given to her, and was worried that 
her daughter would be stuck with a big bill to pay if 
she died before her five-year requirement was up. * 

Because it is a federal program, with lots of 
paperwork and specific rules to follow, Hudson said 
homeowners sometimes have a hard time under­
standing the nature of the work to be done. 

Hudson attributed Negray's problems to this lack 
of understanding, plus her concern over the city's 
putting a lien on her home. 

THE CITY places a lien on the home of grant 
recipients because the program requires" that a 
home can't be sold within five years after the work 
is done without a payback penalty. One-year liens 
are also put on the homes of loan recipients. 

Oftentimes, Gilbert said, homeowners who are 
eligible to participate in the grant program don't 
because of this rule. Seniors especially, he said, 
worry that their children "will have to pay back a 
portion of the grant if they should die before the 
five years are up. 

The furnace, roof and windows in Negray's home 
were repaired on an emergency basis, Gilbert said, 
and the house is now undergoing general rehabilita­
tion. He estimated the cost of the work to be $8,000. 

Gilbert said Negray had two septic tanks which, 
according to city code, should be removed and 
which had added the cost of the job. "The tops are 
deteriorating and the joists are rotting, but she 
would rather leave them in." 

He called Negray "overly over-apprehensive" of 
both the lien and what effect the repair work would 
have on her property taxes. 

WHEN THE PROGRAM first started, most of 
the appicants were seniors, Gilbert said. Now many 
are either young couples or divorced mothers. 
"Moms with kids don't have the time nor the know-
how (to do the repair* work)," he said. "* 

Applicants' homes have to meet strict criteria 
and many ron-down homes in the city don't get re­
paired because tbey fall outside the guidelines. A 
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own grant for job funds 
home might be rented and the landlord ineligible 
for a grant or loan. A home might have a lien on it, 
or the tax^s are not up to date. Homes must have 
tw"o or more "severe" defects to qualify. And, Gil­
bert said, homeowners might be more interested in 
"beautifying" their home than in doing repairs not 
easily seen. 

The program won't pay^ for fancy door knobs, 
painting, caulking or "those basic maintenance 
items homeowners can do themselves," Gilbert 
said. 

The program has approximately 10 licensed con­
tractors it continually relies on to bid on jobs. But 
many contractors, he said, would rather work on 
building something new rather than repairing 
something old. "It's not pleasant for them to work 
in deteriorating homes where the walls might cave 
in,* he said. 

IN HIS SIX years as a building inspector, Gunth­
er has seen a lot of houses that are standing upright 
through sheer determination alone. He has inspect­
ed worn-out roofs, sagging plaster and floors buck­
ling from water damage. 

"These things haven't happened overnight, the 
homes have undergone years of neglect," be said. 
"The homeowners could have made the repairs but 
have not, often because they don't have the money " 

But Gunther will never forget the two-story 
home where water had not only ruined the roof, 
walls and floors of the second floor, but had warped 
the floors and caved in the plaster on the first floor 
also. 

"I was walking around the house, dodging the wa­
ter as I inspected it," he said. 

Continued from Page 1 

The federal act requires any tlOPTA 
service area to have at least 200,000 
population, a limitation that means 
only Wayne County itself (pop. 2.3 mil­
lion) and the city of Detroit (1.2 million) 
could qualify without being part of a 
consortium., 

"Detroit will be a service area. You 
know that. Downrlvet (conference of 
communities) is not going to back off 
(seeking designation as a service area). . 

"That will leave 18 of Wayne Coun­
ty's 43 communities suspended. It 
means we're being left at the mercy of 
the county commissioners," 
McNamara said. 

If the northwestern suburbs fail to 
organize their own group, they will 
come under whatever plan the county 
produces, he said. Political control of 
the plan would fall to the Wayne Coun­
ty Board of Commissioners, the majori­
ty of whom are from Detroit. 

What 
If you have news about events or 

people in the community, we'd like to 
hear from you. To report news as its 
happening, call our newsline at 591-
2300. 

News about future events or people 
you think- our readers ought to know 
about should be mailed to the Westland 
Observer,,36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 

Plymouth Township Supervisor Mau­
rice Breen added, "It's not a 
McNamara group against a county ex­
ecutive. I've worked with the county 
for years, and it's been a disaster." 

LUCAS, WHO will be sworn in Jan. 3 
as the first executive under 'a county 
home-rule charter in Michigan history, 
had been quoted as being angry at 
"fragmentation" of public services by 
the suburban groups. 

McNamara insisted the portrayal 
was fake. "I had a pleasant discussion 
with Lucas," said McNamara, who ran 
second to Lucas in the Aug. 10 Demo­
cratic primary for executive. "His PR 
people thought it made sense to make 
him look angry in print. 

"But we know best what our needs 
are, downriver knows best what its 
needs are, and Detroit knows best what 
its needs are." 

48150. 
Be sure to include the date, time and 

place of the event, as well as the name 
and phone number of someone who can 
be reached during normal business 
hours to clarify information. 

Deadlines are Monday for the Thurs­
day paper, and Thursday for the Mon­
day edition. 
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Heavenly Father, 
Christmas began 
with the gift of your 
Son Who in turn 
gave the world The 
gift of His life. Let me 
remembifr, O God 
That'Christmas rema­
insJA matter of giving, 
Not parties, not pres­
ents. Not material 
wealth, For Christmas 
is Christmas When 1 
give of myself. 
A ttend the Church of 
your choice this 
Christmas Season. 
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Saturday 10-6 538-1662 

We are NOT qoinq out of Business! 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

In Order To Satisfy Our Creditors 

JEWELERS 6 SILVERSMITHS since19ld 

ANNOUNCES A 

$6,000,000.00 
BANKRUPTCY 

OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY OF D IAMONDS, 
14Kt. a n d 18Kt. GOLD JEWELRY, F A M O U S 
BRAND N A M E WATCHES, GIFTWARE AND 
FLATWARE AT FORCED SALE PRICES! 

SHOP EARLY FOR BEST SELECTION 

Just in time l 
^ for your 

Christmas Shopping! , 
UNBELIEVABLE SAVINGS!! 

T E R M S O F S A L E : C a s h , a p p r o v e d c h e c k s , m n j i 
a c c e p t e d - C h r i s t m n s L n y - n - W n y s W e l c o m e — D E A L E R S I N V I T E D ~ 

All Three Stores OPEN SUNDAY - 1 2 : 0 0 to 5 :00 

STORE HOURS: Downtown Birmingham & Meadowbrook Mall - Monday thru Saturday 9-30 - d-OO 
Fisher Buifding - Monday thru Saturday 9:30 - 5: 30, Fridays open 9:30-9:00 

iPlicovm ZXscovet 

Rochester 
Mondov/brook M.ill 

Wnlton Blvd. nt Ar inmn 

Down town 
Birmingham 

200 N. Woodwnrd Ave 
RKher Building 

(Octroi!) 
125 Fisher Building 

:• We are NOT going out of Business!: 
¥ * ¥ ¥ ¥ . * * * * * * * * . * * * ¥ ¥ ¥ V ¥ ¥ V * t 
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Sylvia Kozorosky, wearing a button that reads: "Love an older per­
son today," welcomes senior citizens In Westland to a week-long 
celebration of the season. Kozorosky Is deputy director of the 
department on aging. 

Young-at-heart senior citizens gather at the Friendship Center for caroling, a visit with Santa and other activities during this year's 
Christmas celebration. 

Young-at-heart celebrate 
a festive holiday season 

There was plenty of gfood cheer last 
week at the Senior Friendship Center In 
Westland as the young-at-heart from 
throughout the city gathered daily to 
-give a warm welcome to the holiday 
season. 

Hosting the event was the Westland 
Department o&Aging, with deputy di-, 
rector Sylvia Kozorosky and former di- * 
rector Dave Wlacek pitching in for the 
week-long event 

Festivities Included caroling, re-
. treatments, door prizes and visits from 

Old St Nick. The seniors also placed a 
Christmas tree in the activities room 
and decorated it with warm thoughts of 
needy youngsters by placing hats, 
gloves, scarves, mittens and dolls on it. 

The first baby of the new year will 
receive an Afghan blanket donated by 
Evelyn Grogetsky. 

Toasting each other to an enjoyable holiday sea­
son at the Westland Friendship Center during fes­

tivities last week are Evelyn Qarlenski and Frank 
Moore. 

Staff photos 
by Art Emanuele Ann Borawski chats with Santa (William Powell), who visited with 

seniors daily during last week's Christmas celebration. 

Ship becomes 
tribute to dad 
Continued from Page 

Birmingham built the display case 
out of cherrywood. A little treasure 
chest that sits near the ship, also hand­
made, Is filled with salt. Marion Bir­
mingham said the salt keeps the ship 
from drying out. 

Birmingham's sons, Richard, 24, and 
Patrick helped with the ship to a small 
extent, according to Mrs. Birmingham. 

"He did all the work himself because 
he's an expert, and he wanted to do all 
the work himself," she said. "We all had 
to be very quiet, though, when he was 
putting that together." 

BIRMINGHAM used a variety of 
tools for the work, Including little hand 
drills. It took one year just to put the 
riggings on, according to the family. 

"One time one of the riggings came 
down after It was In the glass case," 
Marion Birmingham recalled. 'We 
were up until midnight" 

"He wouldn't have been able to «leep 

that night,'' Patrick added. 
The ship Is now almost like a mem­

ber of the family. Birmingham has 
turned down "would-be buyers. "He 
wouldn't part with that* Marion said. 
"He had an offer from one of the banks 
downtown to put it in their window, but 
he wouldn't do that either." 

She said her husband built the ship In 
tribute to his father, Charles Gerard 
Birmingham.. "His father ,had bought 
him most of the material for the ship," 
she said. 

The little ship was Birmingham's 
first attempt at such a project, but it 
certainly won't be his last. Mrs. Bir­
mingham said he will build a small 
model of the "Constitution" for the 
Smithsonian In Washington, DC. 

Patrick expressed admiration for his 
father's skill and patience with the 
project. 1 was building (a model) of the 
•Robert E. Lee' riverboat. I carved the 
hull out and stopped," he said. "I don't 
thinic I would have the patience." 

This model of a clipper ship, built by Charles Bir­
mingham, Is made of cherrywood and measures 

BILL BRESLEJVatatf pfiotographer 

3¼ feel by 14 inches. It took one year just to erect 
ail the rigging. 

Condo group objects to legislative proposal 
By Jackfi Kfeln 
staff writer 

The Southfleld-based United Con­
dominium .ftwners of Michigan strong­
ly opposes a Nil pending In the state 
House which allegedly would protect 
consumers and unravel red tape for the 
condo Industry. 

Senate Bill 530, Introduced by state 
Sen. Doug Ross, D-Southfleld, whose 
term expires Dec. 31, Is designed to re­

duce the regulatory burden on the con­
dominium Industry while providing 
strong protection for consumers, ac­
cording to supporters, 

Rather than relying on state-issued 
permits, the bill protects condominium 
buyers through strict escrow require­
ments, disclosure documents, arbitra­
tion and Department of Commerce en­
forcement Ross said. 

"The bill falls to mention the loop­
holes for developers nor does it state 

bow knowledgeable prospective pur­
chasers must be in order to avoid possi­
ble abuses," said Robert Melsner of the 
condominium owners association. 

. "THESE ABUSES would be open to 
everyone Involved in the industry if the 
bill passes the House and a second time 
In the Senate because of House amend­
ments." 

The bill In its present form would 
eliminate the entire condominium re­

view section of the Department of 
Commerce so developers would no 
longer have to submit various and com­
plex documents to the state, Melsner 
said. 

There would bo no regulatory body 
reviewing purchase agreements, the 
master deed establishing the condomi­
nium project or the ownership values 
of purchasers, according to Melsner. 

There would also be no review of 
condominium bylaws outlining rights 

and responsibilities of the condo associ­
ation, co-owners or developers, he said. 
Disclosure documents required by a 
1978 act wouldn't be subject to review 
by the Commerce Department, he said. 

"This would be, in our opinion, basis, 
for substantial abuse by certain types 
of developers," Meisner maintained. "It 
would tend to make the condominium 
industry in Michigan a throwback to 
the Florida situation of several years 
ago' 

Bowling ball 
death results 
in charge of 
manslaughter 

A Wayne man, Charles Joseph Borg 
Jr., 18, has been charged with man­
slaughter in the death of a Westland 
man who was killed when struck by a 
bowling ball earlier this month. 

At an arraignment Thursday before 
18 th District Court Judge Thomas 
Smith, a plea of innocent was entered 
for Borg. He was released on a $20,000 
bond and faces pretrial examination 
Dec. 27. 

Detective Sgt. Emory Price of the 
Westland Police Department said po­
lice were closing In on the suspect fol­
lowing some tips when Borg turned 
himself in on his own accord. 

Thomas E. Hart, 30, was mortally in-. 
jured early in the morning on Dec, 4 
when a bowling bail crashed through 
the car's windshield and hit him in the 
head. Hart was kept alive on life sup­
port equipment until 4;30 p.m. Dec. 5. 

Hart'and his wife, Linda, were on 
their way home from visiting friends 
when the Incident occured. 

Mrs. Hart was driving north on'New-
burgh Road near Marquette when the 
14-pound red bowling ball slammed 
into the hood of the car/bounced up and 
crashed through the windshield and out 
the back window. 

Hart, who was In the right-hand seat, 
was struck and collapsed. 

Police said Mrs. Hart had no idea 
where the ball came from although 
there were other cars on the road at the 
time. 

Hart, manager of a Wuv's fast-food 
store, was an avid bowler who played 
every week at Cherry Hill Lanes in 
Dearborn Heights. \ 


