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' By S8andra Armhyuster’
" editor ,

Mayor -Charles Plckering has or-
dered the layoff of director of the parks
.and recreation department Ralph
Tack, the first of a minimum of 20

~ Tayoffs, he said,
- To deal wilth a budget deficit of an
estimated .$600,000 to $1.5 million, the
mayor also said he would order:

@ a freeze on hiring new employees,
capital expenditures, transportation
and overtime;

® cancellation of $160,000 of city
support of library service in Wayne,

, -Livonia and Garden City ior Westland

residents; -

® closing of the rnu]ti -purpose arena
at Wildwood and Hunter after the pres-
ent skating season (The lobby will re-

“malin open for use of restrooms and
- concessions - during the summer base-

ball season);

e turning down of all thermostats In
city buildings to 68 degrees and the re-
maoval of every other light bulb in city
buildings.

® cloging of city offices during
iunchtime.

» Pickering said of the cuts:“I'm not
very happy with the whole thing, but

Counczl seeks .
'a new member

Six persons have been nominated for

tbe councl! post left vacant when Jus-
tine Barns was elected state represent-
ative in November. _
. Councilman Be DeHart opened the
nominations with the name of Dennis
Fassett, former managing eftor of the
- Westland Eagle who has served on the
zohing board of appeals: '

. Robert Wagner then nominated

- James Nelms and Jaycee Terry McGo-
vern. Charles Griffin nominated Glenn
Shaw, a former city councilman who
later served as & city assessor under
Mayor Thomas Taylor

»

" Kenneth Mehl named Arlie Gipson,-

‘who served -on the planning commis-
‘sion, and Thomas Brown, who just re-
tired as state tepresentative after
making an unsuccessful bid for mayor
in 1981. Brown was the city’s first may-

B

Y3 Wagner's ‘Fequest, the x ity coureil-
agreed to keep nominations open until
jt meets Jan. 17. ,
* “These names were new to a lot oi
people, and we had no resumes on some

of them,” Wagner said in explaining the
delay.

ALTHOUGH agreeing in principle,
councilmembers refused to require fur-
ther nominations to be accompanied by

- resumes as requested by Councilwom-

an Nancy Neal.
-~ “I wasn’t privy to these names until
flve minutes before the meeting start-
ed,” Neal said.

But Griffin objected that such a
prerequisite would violate Robert’s
Rules of Order.

Council Président Thomas Artley

said that the council could call a recess

at the next meeting to review new
resumes. '

“The names mentioned may be an in-
dication of who will run in the Septem-
ber primary electior for the two coun-
cll seats to be filled this year, in addi-
tion to Barns* position.

' Counclimen whose terms are up Ben

‘DeHart and Robert Wagner. Artley’s
term expires in 1984, and the terms of
Griffin, Neal and Kenneth Mehl expire
in 1986.

Glenn teacher
dles of cancer

Donald J Aldrich, a teacher at John ‘

"Glenn High School™for 16 years, dled
Dec 29 In St. Joseph Hdspitai Ann Ar-

Borg faces
new charge

Cbagiw Josepb ‘Borg-Jdr., 18, of

Wayne has waived pretrial examina-

tion in the bowling ball death of a West-
 land man and will face a preliminary

examination Feb. 4 at the outcounty

- court in Westland.

- Originally charged - witb man-

slaughter, the charge has been chan

}o involutary. manslaughter, a'¢5-year

(elony

' He Is char ed:with the death Dec, 4.

" "5t Thomas E Hart,,. 30, of Westland,
-who was fatally injured when a bowl-
ing balt crashed through his car’s

windshield and hit him:in the_head. .

Hart, who was in' the right-hand seat,
coiiapsed after being struck. »

~ : :Police sald Mrs, Hart had no.idea

,; where the ball came from although

there were other cars on the road, '

Following several tips, police said

“they were .closing in on the suspect -

~ when Borg tumed himself inon his own
accord )
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org et oo 20000 oD ke b el o1

- “for Christmas. He treturned.to the hos- ~
pital for more tests Dec 26 and died

Mr. Aldrich, 40, is survived by his
wile, Sandra; children, Jason and Holly
Betb, !ather, William;. and brothers
Dale and Douglas.

_A business teacher, be was an avid
golf, tennls and racquet ball player. He
taught tennis at John Glenn and was a
«class 3ponsor

Asgsistant principal .David Bolitho,
who had known Mr. Aldrich for 12
years, safd he was very well liked by
both . ptudents and staff at the high
school. .

“Don had- worked just part -time last
year, but he came back and worked -
full-time this year,” Boliths sald..

“He knew he had a serlous illness but
never complained. He was a very relig-
~ious man.

M -

three days later. It's a terribie loss,” he’

" added. . _
* Services were held Sunday at the

R.G. and G.R. Harris Funeral Home,
Garden City, and at Ward- Preabyterian
Church. - .

‘Burlal was at Oak Qrove Cemetery,

" Chelsea. The family requested memori-

als ‘be ‘made to Ward’ Presbyterian .
* Church, Maranatha Bible® Conference
or the Amrlcan Cancer Foundatlon
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- tbat s what I'm elected to do ” _'
THE MAYOR sald he would {nform

city council members‘of his plans and

on budget cuts at a coun
slononJan.18.

Callers to Westland City
gin hearing a recorded message Jan. 24
during lunch hours. Pickerlng sald
there won't be enough employees left
to keep offices open during 3he Tunch
hour.

- Recreation director Tack was given
bis layoff notice by the mayor on Tues-
day morning. The indefinite layoff is
effective Jan. 5. Pickering said the

- ~Westland, Michigan .- . cc

other iayoffs would be made by Feb. I.
While some of the cuts and layoffs
wot’t effect much- of a savings during
this budget year because of vacation
and sick time pay, the cuts will hgve'a .
substantial impact on' the city budget
:):ginnlng July 1, according to Picker-

g

He said that's important because
“even with a full levy of eight mills,
which I will recommend, the SEV
(property value) is likely to be negative
or no growth. So the most we'll reallze
In new revenue is $200,000 t
$300,000.”

“In the overall assessment -of ser-
vices to the community, parks and rec-
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reatlon is vulnerabie Pickering said
“'m_saddened by it, \my own back-
ground {s in parks and recreation. But
I'm in a dMferent position now, and 1
have to.make serious declsions.”

PICKERING SAID it's possible that
Tack may be recalled in an overall

- shuffle of department head responsibil-

ities. Although no decisions have been
reached, Pickering said he is consgier-
ing combining the following depart.
ments: parks and recreation with pub-
lic service; planning and economic de-
velopment; finance and agSessing. ‘

In the meantime, Pickering has as-
sumed alministrative raponsibility

'Budget cuts target arena, llbrary services

for parks and recreation which in-
cludes the debartment of aging, and the
department of public service is taking
over maintgnance and engineering du-
ties. :

Pickering said ¢l
na could reopdn Would be if it was
leased to a private or non-profit group,
such as the hockey-association. He esti-
mated overall utility costs there; in-
cluding lighting for the ball diamonds
*at $100,000 each year. -

The department’s other facilities —
the Bailey Recreation Center and its
adjacent swimming pool which opened

Pleasg turn to Page 2

Celebratmg a flrst

‘Wayne County’s first’ executive, &‘Iilliam Lucas (right), and his
wife, Evelyn, greet guests at Lucas’ inaugural celebration at Roma.
Hall in Livonia.-Guests incfuded Harry Greenfield (standing, left),
Marian Greenfield (eeaied ieft), Jim Greenfield and Tam Connore.-

Ry -—

. An unidentitied body guard (standing, second from feft) keeps an
gye on the proceedings. For the story and more pictures, see Page
- 3A . .

Groups hear more calls for help

By Maurle Watker
staff writer

With rising unemployment Inflation
and state and-federal aid being cut
back, cities and organizations-are being

called on to help the 'nnfortunate in

greater numbers.

In Westland and Garden City various
organizations are seeing the calls for
help on the increase

Tiso e DO

Westland saig they are getting an in-.

creased number , of -persons who are
‘seeking assistance. -
- “There are a significant. number of
people in this area needing help,” he
sald. -

“We are doing what we can: We were

Involved jn the federal cheese distribu- ~

tion, hut with the state and federal
funds being cut back, we are limited as
to what we can do .

~

“It's Irustrating because we can't do
much about it,” he said.

HUDSON SAID various organiza-
tions did collect food for the needy over
the holidays and that there fs an at-
tempt to make it an ongoing project,

Mayor Charles Pickering is attempt-

. Ing to get various civic groups to orga-

nize food programs (See reiated story )
Val : Maple

wood Commun’ity Center, Garden City,
sald her*office -is- getting many. calls

- from people wio. claimneed. .

“We ask 75 cents for the iunch but if
a person can't pay, they can have a
meal regardjess.”

She said she thought there may be a
lot of people who aren’t aware of the
lunches.

“We do get a lot of requests for food:

- We are working with Operation Food

Basket sponsored by AAA, and we ask
our empioyees to bring §ome food in

<
& -

said.

“With requests growing. we are also

~-“We-have seen about a_15-percent. ln_asking—people—who use-thecenters

crease In the past nine months of re-

‘quests from .young people, especially

thiose with families. v
“We have a nutritional lunch pro-

gram at noon five days a week for sen- .

for citizens. We have about 45 people
here daily and actually could accom-

pmodate twice that much

bring in some food each week.".
O'Rourke said they refer some of the
people to the Wayne County Metro So-
clal Servicec o

SYLVIA'KOZOROSKY, director of

Westland’s Department on Aging, said
they are finding more seniors who are

F ood drlve spurs c1tyw1de plea

tholng a deciaratlon irom tormer ‘

Gov Willlam Milliken, Westland May-

or Charles Pickering hés declared that -

a state of human emergency éxists In
the clty. To ¢ope wiff'ttmt emergency,

" Plckering Is <¢alling a meeting of all ¢
| .leadets -of ¢ivic, rellglous, labor  and

‘business groupy in the area for 7:30

. pm. 'i'hursday at the Bailey Recreation

Center. .
o'a letter to the comniunity leaders,'

) Pickering sald, “Many Westlanders dre

hurting badly. In speaking to AW

_leaders, our Goodieilowa and Jh g 1.
.am moYe aware that many. res! ents in ;

n-s)' ’

d are golng hungry

days and others witb no furniture In jhe

. house. - ‘

~ The ¢lty had alre dy begun Investl-
gating the possible use of federal dom-

. munity deveiopment (CD) funds to ald,.

‘the- hungry when AAA announced its

"Operation Food B&ket’ program last

. Plckering salg that “triggered”

the dea of coordinating a ciiywlde ef- -
fart tofeed the hungry. -

- “What I'd like to do is’ organize all

commuynlty groups to attack the prob-

*‘lem. Some may already have plans,” he

explained, adding -that the -elfort to

feed the hungry would “be indetinite, -

flot just tor the holldays.” - ye

Plcmnmc sald that, using CD,
funds, he would Issue & chaiienge 50
“that the city, with council approval,

In the community. He added that he
“hadn't set a lmit yet on what amount

" the city would coptribute ftom Its CD

money, - but -that counell (President
-Thomas Artley favors the use of CD
money for feeding the hungry,

Ot course we are concerned with

\‘J‘,w

\-—‘ — e e ..

the overall picture in the metropolitan
area, but we want to start at home with
our own midents hesaid. -

He séld that the city may be able to |
use’one of its buildings as a storehouse

“and distribution center; however, Pick-

~

concerned about the rise m gas and
Blae Cross rates.
“More and more of our people are

now just getting by, especially those on

" fixed incomes,” she said.
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“We had an increase in persons seek-

ing help just before Christmas. Some .

wanted scarfs and gloves. For others
we handed out food baskets.”
She satd that the seniors had a mitten

and that the supply went very quickly.
“Requests for help seem to come in
. spurts but there are some senior citi-
who aré having a hard time mak-
ing ends meet.”

Senior citizens in Westland also may -

Twenty-five cents -

only way the are-»

take advantage of a nutrition program.

providing lunches at several sites in the
city.

‘Good Hope Lutheran Church in Gar-
den City has a frce lunch program

“from noon to 1:30°p.m. every ‘Monday, -

—-Wednesday and F‘nday

ering sald- that he would rather allow
community groups to add thelr own

fdeas than for him to precohceive any-*
thing.” :

" *My goal Is to encourage participa ,

“tjon,” he'said.

Pickering sald he hopostﬁat groaps.
such as the Goodfellows and Jayceées

.~ would match what's donated by groups | With experience, would screen those in

; goring said bo had heard storles.
~»about people who hadn't -eaten in 10

need.

A former Jaycee, Pickerlng ‘noted
that this project follows a new motto
he has adopted for the cliy, which is a
part of the Jaycee creed. The motto

!

reads, “Service to humanity 1s the boat
work of life.” ———
_Tﬁ —eaean .___:_(‘-._ ——— .

- “WE FEED anyone who’s hungry.

Regardlesg of where they live they are

{nvited to stop by for soup and a sand-
wich,” a spokeswoman said.
"The crowd varies but we gel more

peoplé at.the end of the month when,

thelr money Tuns out,” she sald.,

Fafrillles of all ages come from Gar- ." .
den City, Westland, Inkster and Wayne,

she sald.
* “We started this program Iast Aug-

urt and It has been growing steadily as-

layoffs continue to grow.’

.-Cost ta the churchis mlnimal. .

“Odr "food is sypplfed through thé
generosity of others."One.man supplies
ys with bread and rolls every week. An-
other person brought in a 21-pound
ham along with some bread.

Organizations that are unable to as-
sist with food or funds, direct people to
other sgencies, .

The Catholic Soclal Services in Livo~

a sald that while they haven’t had

uests for help so far, those

they do Bet.are referred to places
~where they can obtain food.
R

Re

hagkets--she-~ tree~for-children— prior-to-Christnyas™







