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Vacation fun 
Dee Walker of Wettland enjoyed the schools' winter vacation break by taking sons, James, 6, 
and Steye, 9, to the Garden City Civic Arena for open skating. Classes hi the Wayne-Westland 
and Livonia school districts resumed Monday. 

review 
proposal 

By Tedd 8chhetdar 
staff writer 

Westland city council members 
will once again study a proposal for 
computerizing the police and fire de­
partments, despite questions on how 
the city wilt pay for the $450,000 
project. 

A similar proposal was rejected 
by the council three years ago. 

The proposed computer system 
was outlined to council members in 
a study session Monday night. It will 
take four-to-six weeks to work out 
contracts for final council approval. 
_Coun£ilman Kent Herbert, who 
didn't attend the meeting but re­
layed his opinions through a memo 
to the council, appeared to be dead-
set against the proposal. 

"No way will I support spending 

anywhere near $500,000 for a public 
safety-Computersystem/Uh6 memo-
said. "Anybody who proposes some­
thing like this has rocks in his head." 

Other councllmen also had con­
cerns. 

"I believe the system is desirable, 
but my concern is funding and budg­
eting," said Charles Pickering. 

Thomas Artley said he would con­
sider the proposal "if I can see evi­
dence of solid funding." 

THE COMPUTER package was 
put together by a nine-member Pub­
lic Safety Steering Committee. Serv­
ing ojLthe cpjnmlt_tee_were the. city's 
police and fire chiefs, several top po­
lice and fire administrators, two city 
officials and Awo consultants from 
the accounting firm of Plante and 
Moran. 

The proposed IBM system would 
-include-a- $64,000 processor, 24 work 
station terminals, 14 personal com­
puters and 19 printers. The proposal 
also calls for nearly $80,000 worth of 
support, equipment (disk, tape drive 
and modems) and will require some 
$160,000 in software. Training and 
Implementation assistance, at a cost. 
of $41,000, is included in the pack­
age. 

Malntenace costs, which are in ad­
dition to the overall package, are ex­
pected to be $27,000 annually. 

The administration has proposed 
funding the project out of the city's 
capital improvements.pr0gram,.lhe_ 
program has $78,000 available to use 
as a down payment and the rest of 
the project cost would be financed 
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Griffin pledges restraint 
in guiding city finances 
By Tedd 8chntlder 
staff writer 

in sexual conduct case 
A 53-year-old Westland man was sentenced Tuesday 

to five years probation after pleading guilty to 10 counts 
of second-degree criminal sexual conduct 

John Shippy wlUalsb undergo" psychiatric treatment, 
according to the terms of the sentence imposed by De­
troit Recorders Judge David Kerwln. 

He was also banned from moving back to a Westland 
townhouse complex where he had lived and Worked and 
where the incidents took place. He was forced to move 
from the complex last fajl as part of the bond guidelines 
set by 18lfi District Judge Gail McKnight. . 

-The-charges^agatnst-Shippy-stemmed from sexual as- -
saults against two neighborhood children. 

Second degree criminal sexual conduct prohibits per­
sons from engaging in sexual contact with juveniles, 
among other circumstances. 

Shippy, who pleaded Innocent to the-cbargesat his 
arraignment, changed bis plea last month to guilty in a 
pretrial hearing before the judge. He had waived a pre­
liminary examination in 18th District Court. 

Snippy was arrested fo November, after one of the 
children, a 5-year-old girl, told her parents about the 
assaults, police said. 

-« 
A second girl, now" 10, was also a victim of sexual 

assaults on at least five occasions dating back to 1984, 
police said. 

TfShippy-had contact with the victims while-doing 
maintenance work in the townhouse complex, police 
said, Townhouse residents sometimes asked Shippy to 
look after their children while they ran errands, accord­
ing to the mother of one of the victims. 

Mayor Charles Griffin pledged 
Tuesday to continue the conserva-

H tive fiscal policies that he said have 
paved the way for Westland's "re­
turn to respectability as a communi-

~-ly7' 
Griffin cited lower millage rates, 

increased residential construction 
and growth in property values, and 
the.clty's booming retail district dur­
ing his annual State of the City ad­
dress before the Westland Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The mayor also Informally dis­
closed his.lntentions to run for a sec­
ond term this fall. 

'1 must confess I'm looking for­
ward Jo continuing the policies of 
this administration — on into the 
'90s," the mayor said near the con­
clusion of the 25-mlnute speech. 

Although the mayor didn't list a 
top priority for the coming year — 
as he has in past State of the-City 

- speeches — he-dld-mentlon-at least-
onelnew project in the planning stag­
es for 1989. --r-

i 

HE SAID the recreation depart­

ment is looking at a pilot project for 
a Summer Youth Program. The pro­
gram would be regionalized, with ac­
tivities In four city parks — Corrado,. 
Stbttlemyer, Jaycee and Central 
City Park. 

The administration is also review-
ing the needs ofjhe West land Sports 
Arena, in an effort to make it more 
competitive, Griffin said. 

Griffin also mentioned the Wil­
liam P. Holliday nature preserve in 
the speech, which was the subject of 
controversy for much of last year af­
ter the mayor revealed a plan to 
convert a portion of the park into a 
municipal golf course. 

He called the park a "community 
asset" and said the parks and recre­
ation department would, within 

-budget limits, "assist those volun­
teers (from local environmental 
groups) In their efforts to maintain 
this preserve in a clean and safe con­
dition for citizen? to use." 

Griffin used much of the speech to 
outline his adminUtraUon's_ accomv 

" plisbments in the three years since 
his November 1985 election. He said 
the major goals met by the adminis-

Please turn to Page 2 

Mayor Charles Griffin 
cites accomplishments 

'The reduction in 
millage rates shows 
fiscal restraint on the 
part of the executive 
and legislative 
branches of 
government.' 

—* Mayor Charles Griffin 
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Community now classroom for adult educator 
By Nechama Baktt 
special writer 

leaise 
don't wait 
until 
deadline!-

You can placeyour ad anyday 
of the week. Office hours are 
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday. -
Thursday: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. AM 
Friday. W e run over 10,000 
ads a week and our phones get 
very busy on Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Call early so w e can 
be sure to get your ad iri the 
next publication. , ~ ---^-

WAYNE COUNTY 
• 591-0900 

Chris Babler graded his-last report 
card five years ago. 

That was the year the .man who 
had spent his life working with teen­
agers, as coach, teacher and associ­
ate high 6chool principal, was pro­
moted to director of Garden City's 
growing adult community education 
program, based at Cambridge Cen­
ter. 

When Michael Wllmot, promoted 
to school superintendent in 1983, 
asked Babler, then Garden City High 
School associate principal, to accept 
the position as director, Babler says 
he protested:, "Mike, I don't know 
anything about adult education.*' 

Wllmot nevertheless gave hlm.the 
job, and he hasn't failed the superin­
tendent, who, in a recent letter to 
Babler, praised him for the superior 
job he's been doing. 

THE PROGRAM'S goal la to "pro­
vide an education and high school 
completion to people who didn't 

-complete high school.for one reason 
or.another." It also provides person* 
al enrichment classes. 

"We have a recruitment program, 
and we try to serve the community" 
by reaching as many people as we 
can,hesald. 

Babler, a 56-year-old Westland 
-resident, views his work as "the 
most exciting thing I've ever done." 

And that Is saying something, con­
sidering Bablera experiences with 

people 
high school-age boys, Including those 
he worked with during his years &a 
director of education at Starr Com­
monwealth for Boys at Albion, 
Mich., a school for emotionally dis­
turbed youngsters. 

» 

HE TELLS some hair-raising tales 
of those days: 
, One "nice-looking kid" he got out 

of jail, crying, promised him, "Don't 
worry, Mr, Babler, I'm never going 
to get Into trouble again." 

That night the boy was caught rob­
bing a service station. 

Another student, 6 feet, 4 Inches 
.tall and weighing 240 pounds, was In 
great demand for the football team. 

"He comes to football practice 
three days and gets picked gp for 
armed robbery," Babler recalled. 

But In his job In adult education, 
Babler says he can be "Creative and 
Innovative and start new programs." 

ONE EXAMPLE is the jvlarquette 
Center, which opened Sept. 19, prl-

. marlly In response to a demand for 
career training. . : 

Ho enjoys the Interaction with 
.people, although there are, problems. 
It's a little bit better than with the 
teenagers though. . . . 

"At least here you don't have to 

^RT EMANUElE/«latf photogriphw 

Chris Babler, a successful basketball coach at the former West 
High School, Is, turning out winners as adult education pro­
gram director. 

. . . . 7 , , - • • „ > ; . - A *r-\ »• * . - - « - •}• T 

suspend them." 
Although Babler no longer works 

with youngsters; he's still strongly 
Involved In the drive to teach people 
tdread. 

One .student, who Is currently in 
his second year in the adult ed pro­
gram, was In Bablers high-school 
class 20 years ago. .. 

The man, a painter at General Mo­
tors, graduated from high school 

:" .- •; - O V- ' ;.- ' _ -:Si~ ' -

reading at a fifth- or sixth-grade 
level, Babler, said. * 

! "HE'S BEEN very successful as a 
painter, but if he could read certain 

tWprds above his reading level, he 
would be promoted." 

Although he feels fortunate In his 
current job, Babler looks back with 
pride at hti years as a teacher atod 
aasodate principal ' 

m m m m m m i^JJg/fl^tiJ^^ 

"The nicest part about being in edj 
ucation is the fact that you did have 
some part in the way peopie turned 
out," he said. ^ ; 

"I was a tough bastard then," ho 
admitted, laughing, but contends/ 
that in large part that's why he was; 
successful. • ' • . ' • ' •-'• >: -
. . . . . . . | 

; * ' • - • - . - ' " < - • • • ; < - • - , • - • • . , ; _ - ; 

BABLER says he was tough with 
his six children, too, five of whom 
have college degrees. '•. 

"I never let up on 'em." But he . 
never had "one minute's trouble with, ' 
them," either. 

• • • . . - • > . • - - v ; . ' • ' • • - • • • • • « ' . ' / ; : - . 

One reason for that might be that /* 
his children would come along with 
him when he was coaching. - ^ ,' '• 

Babler says he spent 20 years as a' 
coach and was so Involved In it, "you; 
really thought I would never get out t 

•ont.'>-: - -• . . , . :^-: . _ > . 

He had two "undefeated" basket- «•' 
ball teams, he says.' His 1969-1870 
team won 24 times and then lost in - - : 
the semifinals to Pontlac Central 
High School.. •.._" :•:-:. . : : . 1 . . : 

His 1976 team won 22 times. 
Babler said he has no awards, Just 

his three sons and three daughters . 
who Include a teacher, a bank 
branch manager, a personnel mana-; ';.-.. 
ger, a commercial salesman and an 
electrical engineer. He also has five 
grandchildren.v • 

His* wife, Janice, teaches kinder­
garten at St. * Matthew Lutheran 
Church In Westlaod, where Babler is 
chairman of the congregatron. 

* 
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Continual from Page 1 , 
oyer five years, said Miko 
Gorman, the city's finance direiptor 
4nd a member of the steering com­
mittee. -<••,;. •:'• 
v "This will bring; us truly into the 

• ĵ Hb Century as far as law enforce-
r^ent.ls concerned,-' Mayor Charles : 
Orlffln said, after the study ses-, 
tfop. .Romulul.and ' the./city, of: 
Wayne already nave aimosridentir 
^¾ systems on liije, he.saidL.' ' •; 

;>;'#YOU'R£ TALKINOv about 
s«î ething t̂hatrwU1^7«arte- a lot 
s^er environment for everybody 
4$ there," said Robert Perry, the 
city's fire marshal v :; 

; y The system /~ "which will serve 
as an adjunct to the Enhanced 9-1-1 
emergency telephone sytem sched-

'No way will I support spending 
anywhere hear $500,000 for a public 

computer system.* 
— Councilman Kent Herbert 

bureau closes at 5 p.m., there's no 
way to access that kind of informa­
tion," he said, ' . . . - . 

Other capabilities will, include 
the ability to alert a dispatcher to a 
potentially '• hazardous situation, 
Jeup said. A timer can be set (o go 
off after a certain Interval if an of­
ficer on a ..traffic-stop, hasn't ra-
dloed the station, he said. __ . 

uled to go on line early nê xt year 
— Is designed tp increase police 
'and fire-fighting efficiency and Im­
prove patrol' officer safety, said 
David Jeup, representing the 'ac­
counting firm. «f Plante and Moran, 

Police displfbhers will be able to 
Use computerjttmlnals to alert of­
ficers to poteojlally hazardous situ­
ations. Information stored in the 

computer will include'details from 
'any previous calls' to that.address. 
and whether therê  are'certain 
types of flrearnTs registered there. 

Such" information is. currently 
Stored in traditional files and isn't 
always readily available . to 
dispatchers, said police Lt. RobSin 
Crosby,, a steering committee 
member. *'yTow, when the records 

The fire department will have 
immediate access to information 

. on previous, calls.to the location, lo­
cation layout, where fire hydrants 
are' located and spjeclal medical 
needs osf residents. . 

^Although portable computers for 
police vehicles aren't part of the 
proposed project, they could,.be 
added at a later time, Jeup said. 

4 
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fiscal restraint 
Continued from Page 1 

tratlon include the elimination of po­
litical Infighting; a return of stabili­
ty to.the, city and its government;-
and completion- of the downtown 
business district. 

"IMAGE AND stability - in my 
mind — are the components you 
must have to enhance, maintain and 

'attract quality residential/ commer* 
cial and Industrial developers to a 
community," Griffin gald. 

The: mayor. cited a three-year . 
growth rate of nearly 22 percent in 
the city's total state equalized valua­
tion {property values). The figure in­
creased from $ff60 million in 1986 to 
$760 million last year. He said pro­

jected figures for 1689 Indicated a 6-
percent increase, to 1830 million. 

At the same time, Griffin said the 
city's mlllage rate decreased from 
17.99 mills In 1986 to 15.98 mills last, 
year. He projected another decrease 
for 1989, to 15.12 mills. At the'same 

-timeT-the-cJty's property tax-base In­
creased. 

"The reduction in millage rates 
shows fjscal restraint on the part of 
the executive and legislative branch-
es of government . \ ,. and if shows 
what can be done in a cooperative 
governmental atmosphere," Griffin 

• said. 
He praised the work of Jim Carli, 

the Livonia superintendent, who died 
last month on his 48th birthday. 

•'•'•rtr 

cop calls 
M |A GUNMAN escaped wttb? 
between: f 261 and $361 ,*fter & 
holdup at the Amoco ga£station, 
8008 Middlebelt; Satu^ay. night, 
police sald._ -•*.* 

An employee told-police ataan 
walked, into the station at 8:18 
p.mK greeted her and walked 
over to the cooler \$here he took a 

bottle of Pepsi. As she prepared 
to make change for the Pepsi, the 
man pulled a small, automatic 
handgun from bis jacket and de­
manded she turn over the con­
tents of the register and a nearby 
cash drawer, the employee said. 

The employee told police she 
handed the gunman $200-1300 

fflttiilaub 
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Student 
witirBlvtX™ 
trophies 

Victor Ineson, an eighth grader 
at Emerson Middle School' and 
Westland resident, returned from 
Columbus, Ohio, during the holi­
day break with two trophies In 
BMX racing. 

Victor, who has earned several 
trophies Including a first place at 
the Michigan State Fair, last year 
placed third In Michigan in total 
points In the 13 jwvice class. 

As a result, he was invited to 
Columbus to compete In the Pres­
ident's Cup Race on Dec. 27 and 
the War of the Stars Christmas 
Classic race on Dec. 29. He 
placed second In both races. 

Victor, who is in his first year 
of BMX racing, usually races and 
practices at Waterford Oaks. 

SALE , 
$129500 

p ^ g R t f l . «1495.00 
Automatic Cassette Feed System" 
Copies Up To Legal Size 
« Stationary platen save space • Copies business cards on up to 
legal size • Cassette feed holds up to 100 sheets • Single sheet 
bypass ' j 

Also available; P06RE & PC-7 

Reliable Copier Products 9ft 1.^.17ft 

& 

JANUARY CLEARANCE 
AND THANK YOU SALE 

Thanks first for a fabulous 1988; the 
best in our history. Thanks to you, our 
hew customers and to you, our old 
friends who have been with us over 
the years, we're grateful. 
It's time to clear the decks and pre­
pare for an exciting hew year. Please 
use your gift certificate by the expira-
ticn date and thanks for a great 1988. 

qiFT CERTIFICATE* 
•1000 OFF any purchase $5000 or more. 
•500 OFF any purchase *2500 or more. 

* M00 OFF any purchase $500 or more. 
•50 OFF any purchase $250 or more, 
•20 OFF any purchase MOO or more. 
•10 OFF any purchase $50 or more. 

•Limited to merchandise In stock. One certificate per customer purchaso and 
valid only at time of purchase. Not valid for repair work, class rings, existing 
charge or kyaway balance or with any other discount. 

EXP1RE8 JANUARY 14,1W9 

I NORTHVILLE 
; 101E. Main at C*M«r Street 

349-6940 

BRIGHTON 
8439 Grand River, Drlghton Mall 

227-4977 

GARDEN CITY 
.29317 Ford Road at Mlddlebolt' 

422-7030 

10 - $1000 OFF! 

from the register and 161 from 
the cash drawer. 

The gunman fled the station on 
foot and got into a brown or 
black, two-door car driven by an­
other man, the employee said. 

The employee described the 
gunman as a black male, about 6 
feet 4 inches tall, 220 pounds, 

with short hair shaved on the 
sides. He was wearing a green 
army jacket, black T-shirt!, blue 
jeans, tennis shoes and black 
leather gloves, the employee said. 

The employee wasn't able to 
describe the accomplice driving 
the car. 

IRS adds programs 
atits Livonratrffrce 
to assist taxpayers 

The Internal-Revenue Service has 
expanded its taxpayer assistance 
programs at its Livonia office and 
throughout the state. 

The IRS'8 toll-free telephone as­
sistance for federal income tax ques­
tions will be available from 8 a.m. to 
8:30 p.m. on Mondays and from 8 
a.m. to 5:30 pmrTuesdays through 
Fridays, said IRS district director 
John Hummel. 

Beginning Jan. 21 telephone as­
sistance will be available from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. each Saturday and 1-5 
p.m. each Sunday. 

The toll-free number Is 1-800-424-
1040.. 

" * The IRS office at 37405 Ann Arbor 
Road at Newburgh, Livonia, will be 

open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon­
days through Fridays, and from 9 
a.m. to noon on Jan. 21, Feb. 18, 
March 18, and April 16. 

On April 17 only the Livonia office 
will remain open until the last tax­
payer has been assisted. 

Tax information also is available 
through a pre-recorded system 
called TELETAX, said Hummel, 
which provides information on more 
than 150 topics 24-bours daily by 
calling 1-800-554-4477. 

A special phone number, 1-800-
424-3676, provided for ordering IRS 
forms and publications is available 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday. 
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MM00 CUSTOM 
DRAPERIES 

TOPTREATMENTS 
SOFT SHADES 
ACCESSORIES 
COMFORTERS 
BEDSPREADS 

' by 

LIMITED TIME O F F E R ? ^ 
Jan. 12th thru Feb. 25th 

*deAK4nd'4> (^ci^tom ^tofieniet 
"We're Very, Very Vertical" 

"A Second Generation of Beautiful Windows" %\ 
27419 JOY RD.f WESTLAND (W. of Intater Road) g 

Leonard Tlntlnalll - Owner r a m I M n 
FREE: Shop-at-Home Service W i K 
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Joy 

A defense 
against cancer 

can be 
cooked up in 
your kitchen. 

fc:>^ ffci,-. 

There is evidence that 
diet and cancer are related. 
Follow these modifica­
tions in your daily diet to 

reduce chances of getting 
cancer: ,. 

1. Eat more high-fiber 
• foods such as fruits and 
vegetables and whole-

grain cereals. 
2 . Include dark green and 

deep yellow fruits and veg­
etables rich in vitamins A 
andC. 
3 . Include cabbage, broc­
coli; brussels sprouts, kohl­
rabi and cauliflower. 
'4. He moderate in con­
sumption of salt-cured, 
smoked, and nitrite-cured 
foods; 
5 . Cut down on total fat 
intake from animal sources 
and fats and oils. 
6 . Avoidobesitv. 

* 
7. He moderate in con-
sumptjorlof alcoholic 
beverages. 
No one faces 
cancer alone. TsoCfcfY 

i i ^ c 

We can make a 
visit to the doctor 

bearable. 

Our comprehensive medical services includes 

Treatment of illness and Injury 

A full range of diagnostic testing 

Blood tests, pap smears, vision/hearing 

and respiratory checks 

Immunizations, allergy shots and 

physical exams 

Laboratory and x-ray services 

Minor surgical procedures 

MedSb 
® 

• • 

Affiliated with Garden City Osteopathic Hospital 
30150 Plymouth Road • Livonia Ml 48150 

xMonday —Friday 8:00 a.m. — 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.rn^ 

No Appointment Necessary • (313)261-3891 
• l»MMt.Jk»lK«t»<xk»,lM. 

•^r-
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Rec league serves up voile 

Getting down to serious vol* 
leyball is Sally Pack. 

Diane Aldeaof Livonia serves for Horton Tree Co. in the co-ed volleyball league. 

Tire action at the net it fierce for Tracy Dlx (from left), Sally 
Pack and Tom Gumina. i 

MikeTodderoH 
concentrates 
on the ball dur­
ing a volleyball 
game. 

Captain Kurt Horton of Hor­
ton Tree Co. keeps his eye on 
the ball. 

A N ESTIMATED 160 men and 
f% women compete In court 

/ - ¾ ^ every Monday — but it has 
* _ ~ nothing-todo with criminal. 
or civil law disputes. 

They are part of the Garden City 
parks and recreation department's 
coed volleyball league, open to non­
residents, which has its games in the 
Burger Center gym, part of a former 

A junior high school on Beechwood and 
Dillon. 

Westland'8 recreation department 
used to have a coed league but now 
only as a women's league which 
plays 7-10 Thursday nights at Bailey 
Recreation Center. 

A department spokeswoman said 
a walleyball league — In which play­
ers compete with a volleyball on a 
racquetball court — may start soon. 
' One player who enjoys the Garden 

City coed league and the competition 

'We started with four 
teams and now have 
14. We can take only 
two more teams 
because of gym space.' 

— supervisor Tim Whitson 

is Bill Deyonker, 29, whose girl 
• friend, Diane Aldea, is a teammate. 

They play for Horton's Tree Co. of 
Garden City. 

CHATTING about the team and 
the league during a game, Deyonker 
commented "that.volleyball is a 
good thing to do together and is very 
exciting" as a sport. 

In the league are 14 teams with 

eight players each. 
The Horton team has made sub­

stantial progress since last season, 
J^ey.onker-said,-climbing from-near 
the bottom to fifth place. 

One reason is that the team has 
been together for the past five years. 

Recreation supervisor Tim Whit­
son said that the "coed volleyball 
sport began about six years and has 
grown in popularity. 

"We started with four teams and 
now have 14," he said. "We can take 
only two more teams because of 
gym space." 

There have been no discipline 
problems with numerous boy friend-
girl friend combinations and mar­
ried couples playing on teams. 

For those who Uke to watch the 
action, the league opens at 6:30 p.m. 
Mondays with each match being 
about 45 minutes. 
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Putting art on icS good 
move forplymouth show 
By Doug Funke 
staff writer 

The decision of Plymouth Ice 
Sculpture Spectacular organizers to 
consolidate displays downtown and 
to hold some carvings in anticipation 
of bad weather paid big dividends 
when soaring temperatures and 
thunderstorms pounded the show 
last Saturday. 

Statues stored at Midwest Ice 
Corp. in Detroit — just In case — 
wefe placed oh stands along Main, 
Penniman, Ann Arbor Trail and For­
est earlier this week to replace those 
that had melted. 

"As it turns out, it was a good 
move," said Scott Lorenz, co-chair­
man of the event, general manager 
of the Mayflower Hotel and normal­
ly one not prone to understatement. 

The seventh annual ice spectacu­
lar officially runs through Sunday if 
the weather cooperates. 

In addition to fresh sculptures 

along city sidewalks, students from 
Monroe Community College and the 
Plymouth-Canton schools were to 
produce major displays in Kellogg 
Park this week. 

PARTS OF existing displays in 
the park were saved by covering 
them with tarpaulins during the 
height of Saturday's storm, Lorenz 
said. 

"We'll have people go through, 
touch up a few things, rebuild a few 
things," he added. ; 

Thousands of spectators are ex­
pected to pour into town this week­
end for the extravaganza. And they 
should have plenty to see. — - -

Nearly a dozen three-man teams 
are expected to compete in the five-
block carving competition beginning 
at about 7 p.m. Friday in Kellogg 
Park, Lorenz said. 

More than 60 professional chefs 
have entered the Individual carving 
competition at 9 a.m. Saturday at 

. The Gathering across from Kellogg 
Park. 

"I'm expecting some very, very 
good pieces of art, no doubt," Lorenz 
said. 

There's no charge for spectators. 

BE AWARE thatjrafflc will be 
detoured around Kellogg Park Sat­
urday and Sunday and that the Main-
Ann. Arbor Trail and Main-Penniman 
intersections will be barricaded both 
days. 

Lorenz said he was stunned at the 
number of people wandering down­
town Saturday during the storm. 

• "There were 3,000 people walking, 
around . . . with thunder and light­
ning. I couldn't believe it, either," he 
said. 

"It was a wild weekend," Lorenz 
said. "Lightning and thunder on Sat­
urday. Minus 20 wind chill on Sun­
day. People will go to all ends to see 
fine art, I guess." 

ALS of Michigan going 
to bat for patients, families 
By Jackie Klein 
staff writer 

The "Iron Horse" of baseball fell 
to amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, a 
disease that struck with such force 
that it dragged down even Lou 
Gehrig. 

Since his death at the age of S7, 
many have fought the battle of ALS, 

•commonly known as Lou Gehrig's 
disease. 

"Every family Is its own story of 
courage," says Dean La Douceur, ex­
ecutive director of the ALS of Mlcht-. 
gan administrative office in South-

. field. "Tho patient lives with the pro­
gressive paralysis. But. all family 
members are affected. 

"Their loving support makes the 
difference In the person's abllityto 
move, speak, eat and even breathe. 
We call this 'making the most of eve­
ry moment.*" 

ALS OF MICHIGAN provides sup­
port groups and individual counsel­
ing for patients and caregivers. It 
also supplies medical equipment and 
money for research at the Harry J. 
Hocnselaar ALS Clinic InYHenry 
Ford Hospital. 

. - - • - • • ' • / . - , ' - - • 

"We*re tracking about. 200 pa­
tients, and we expect to lose one-
third this year," La Douceur says. 
"We don't notice an appreciable in­
crease in the numbers of people af­
flicted with the neuromuscular dis­
ease. But the ability to diagnose the 
disease has Improved." " 

ALS is about four times more 
common than' muscular dystrophy 
and about equal In prevalence to 
multiple sclerosis. The cause and 
cure of the disease are unknown. .... 

More men than women contract 
ALS, usually'age 55-60. About 8-10 
percent of patients have a heredi­
tary form of the disease. The aver­
age lifespan Is three to. five years, 
but'some live much longer. * • 

La Douceur stresses the Important 
role of the family and ALS of Michi­
gan. 

"Spouses in the same situation 
support one another. They need In­
formation on the patient's progress 
and care, and they have a thirst for 
knowledge about research. Family 
members want to understand legal 
Issues Involved In the terminal stag­
es of a patient's life. We provide 
this." 

NORY SMITH, support group fa­

cilitator and volunteer coordinator, 
said the organization hopes to start a 
home-care program. ALS of Michi­
gan has three ^different support 
groups available for patients and 
families, one In Southfield. 

"Sometimes , caregivers are 
overwhelmed with their heavy and 
devastating responsibilities," she 
said. "People who are adjusting to 
the death of an ALS patient also are 
dealing with a massive change. They 
need to talk to someone In order to 
sort out their feelings. They made 
need Individual counseling." 

Most of the ALS patients La 
Douceur and Smith are Involved 
with maintain a positive attitude. 
The disease is a magnifying glass of 
the victims' personalities, Smith and 
La Douceur agree. 
; "ALS Is frustrating because we 

don't know where It comes from. Re­
searchers are attacking the genetic 
form, hoping to Identify patterns In 
IKm-inherIt«dALS.V 

The organization raises money 
through, anpual golf outings and 
*ward banquets. Other funds art do­
nated by corporations and individu­
als, > -
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$1895 
Natural Raccoon 
Warm nexps JbtCQld 
days...nothing beats a 
luxurious /lift natural; 
Finnish raccoon coat 
wtthnotched 
coVLar and straight 
sleeves. Sixes S-M-I. 
Imported /Ur» tateted to 
thovo country of origin. 
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