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By Tedd Schnelder
staff writer

Controversial pension time pur-

chases for two clty officialg were ap-

proved 5-2 by the Westland City
Council Monday, two weeks “after
councilmen Thomas Artley and
Charles Pickering walked out of a

meeting to protesf the measures.
_ This time, Artley and Pickering
voted against the proposals.

The council Monday also approved
a reciprocal retirement agreement
that will reduce and possibly elimi-
nate the need for voting on fulure
pension time purchases.

With Monday’s approval, the city

will purchase retirement credit foy
labor relations director Al Gaiss and

Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek, director

of the senior resources department.

Both were appointed to their posts
by Mayor Charles Griffin, who rec-

ommended the pension purchases.

Kozorosky-Waicek is being re-
tained by Mayor-elect Robert Thom-

Councilmen apologize for walkout

Westland City Council members
Thomas Artley and Charles Picker-
ing offered public apologies Monday
for walking out of the Dec. 4 c0uncil

meeting.

The two walked out in the middle

The walkout left the council with-
out a quorum, meaning remaining
items on the agenda — including the
_ approval for payment of city.bills —
were postponed.

“I apologize to any vendors I of-
fended by walking out of the meet-

- *oﬁhatmeetingmments—before%he—,wm—mmay—“sm—at

C e e — e e

| today,

counci! was to vote on a pair of con-
troversial proposals. __ .

Murder
trial
date set

A Westland man faces a March 5-

trial in Detroit Recorder's Court in
the October murder of an 81-year-
old man in a mobile home park.

The trial date for James Vincent
Ferrari, 27, was set by Recorder’s
Court Judge Wendy Baxter in a final
pre-trial conference last week.

Ferrari is charged with first-de-
gree felony murder in the stabbing
death of Haskel Walworth of West-
land.

He faces a mandatory life prison
sentence without parole if convicted.

Ferrari, who has pleaded not
guilty to the charge, is being held
without bond in the Wayne County
Jail.

Walworth was a resident of the
Mohawk Court Mobile Home Park
on Joy west of Inkster Road.

Ferrari is a resident of the adja-
cent Big Trees Mobile _Home Com-
munity.

Police said Walworth, who was an
acquaintance of Ferrari, died after
being stabbed repeatedly in the chest
in his moblle home Oct. 5 T

Early Oct. 8, Dearborn Heights po-
lice found the victim’'s car aban-

Please turn to Page 2

the time I feit it was the only way to
send a message to the administra-

tion.”
Pickering made a similar state-
ment.

The walkouts were criticized by

other councilmen, inciuding Council
President Ken Mehl, who said Pick-
ering and Artley could have accom-

——plished their objectives by vot
against the proposals while remain-
ing at the:council table. .

as, while Gaiss won’t be reappointed
and will leave his job Dec. 31. .

THE CITY will pay about $90,0600
into the Michigan Employee Retire-
ment System over a 30-year period
to buy accrued pension time by the
two appointées during previous em-
ployment by area school districts.

“My problem continues to be buy-
ing service time for any employee
when that employee has not worked
(during that time) for the city of
Westland,” Artley said. “Public
schools do not qualify, be it local or
otherwise.

“The burden is going to be on the
taxpayers for the next 30 yedrs when

the time hasn’t been spent locally,"”

0}";&9 Suburban Comemuricatiors Corporation. All Rights Rnen(d

Spllt council approves penSwn buyout for2
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A special cake marks the 10th anniversary of
the city’s historical museum in its present
Iocation at 857 N. Wayne Road. Sharing the
joy at the historical commission’s second

annual

Christmas program are Denise
Mehelich (from left), Nancy Aldred, Juidy
Palkoski and Thomas Brown.

Keeplhg warm ln a cutter olelgh during the chllly air Satur-
_day morning are 8anta and Mrs. Claus, In the background
is'the Westland Helen C. Brown Historical Museum where
“the: historical commlsslon'a annuaI Chrmman program ‘

ee T

c}l Museum.

~ while the interlor of-the. bulldlng

. talned - youngstérs ‘during the

- Commissioh with help from the
- Friends of the Museum, a private
organizatlén that raises money

- reén were chalrwomen o! tho

staHf photos by GUY WARREN

.

Museum
enjoys
jolly yule

Westland volunteers stepped
back in time Saturday momlng to ..
celebrate Christmas. :

To the énjoyment of more than
100 people, volunteers staged an
old-fashioned Christmas at the
Westland Helen C. Brown Historl-

"It was the second annual Mern

M_ —

Durlng the mornlng. Santa and
Mrs. Claus posed for pictures in
thelr cutter slelgh In front of the
museum-at 857 N. Wayne Road,

was decorated to have a turn-of-
the-century. atmosphere.
Maglclan Chris Moss enter-

morning in the program, spon-
sored by the Westland Hlstorlcal

for the museum.
Nancy Allded and Sandra War-

cvent.

Businesses helping make lt a
success were the K mart Store on
Wayne Road and Cherry Hill,
Lerlght’s, Thrifty Flowers, Dun.

kin' Donuts, L& Bakery and - .

Rocky's Flowers.: - i

Al Gaiss

w—v—w-——rr*v- .

Sylvua Kozorosky-Wacek -

Students, Edison
copilot food drive

By Marie Chestnay
staff writer”

Canned food drives at Christmas-
time are fairly common, but the one
under way right now at the North-
west Wayne Skill Center in Westland
has special significance.

The center’s impaired students,
who are used to haying people do
things for them, find themselves this
holiday season on the opposite side
of the fence — doing something for
someone else.

The canned food drive is all part
of a new partnership that has been
forged between the center and De-

_ troit Edison.

ONE OF the main reasons for the
partnership is to show mentally and
physically disabled students that
they, too, can do the kinds of things
most people take for granted.

It could be something as simple as
donating a can of soup for a needy
family. Or it can be something more
complex, like holding down a job.

“They’re bringing in the canned
goods and will also go shopping for
the food baskets,” said William Mar-
tin, a vocational training teacher at
the center on Ann Arbor Trajl west
of Merriman. “Then they'll deliver
them. It’s all a step toward more in-
dependence.”

But the students, based in & bulld-
ing that was formerly the Nankin
Mills School District’s Ford Elemen-
tary and Livonia district Ford Junior
High, can't learn
alone, and that's where Detrolt Edi-
_son comes in, Under the partnership,
"Edison employees from the Wayne-
Monroe Division will do whatever
they can to Open up new opportuni-

Clty ofﬂces close

independence .

ties, new possibilities for students at
the center.

“These students need help,” said
Ken Prush of Detroit Edison. “They
can only do so much in a classroom
setting. They also need to learn to be
comfortable in a social environ-
ment.”

EDISON, WHICH has partnerships
with other Michlga_q gchool districts,
earHer this year "asked how and
where they could establish a simnar
partnership with the Livonia scbool
district.

Scheol
skills center,

both Livonia and nearby school dis-
tricts.

But center officials didn’t want
the partnership to be a one-way
street, in which Edison sirnply gave
and the students just sat back and’
took, without doing-anything on their
own.

“They sent us a list of things
they'd like to do for us and we said
‘no,’ we'd like to do things with you,”
Martin said.

The partnership’s phlIosophy
statement reads: “Recognizing that, -

officials suggested the;
which gives skills-
training to mentally and physically:
disabled students ages 17-26 from-

historically, handicapped individuals -
have often been considered helpless:

rather than capable, it Is hoped that-

through this endeavor, everyone in-

volved will recognize each other’s’

abilities, needs, potential for inde-
pendence and responsibility to be
contributing members of society, on'
as equal a level as possible.”

SINCE THEN, the partnership has

_Please turn to Page 2

for Chnstmas hollday

It’s the hollday season and you
know what that means!
No, we're not talking about deck-

So, if you have a water bl to pay, -
{rash to put out or a létitr to mall,

. -take a look at the followlng informa-

tfon: - i

WESTLAND CITY offices will be
closed Monday and Tuesday for the
Chrisimas hollday. They will reppen
9 a.m. Wednesday, Dee. 27. -

The - Friendship Center, site of

many sénlor cltizen activitles, will .
be closed Friday through Tuesday,
~Jan«2. It wnl reopen WedneSday,' '

Jan. 8. °

~ " “There will be no trash plckups'
Monday, Christmas Day, according .

{0 a spokeswoman for the depart-
ment’ of public services. Regular
pickups
than scheduled throughout Christ
mas week.

The 18th Dlstrlct Court will be
closed Monday and Tuesday and will
reopen Wednesday..on- a reduced

schedure for the week. Cr;rislmas'

will be made one day Jater

e
%ackagw marked spcclal dellvery
and Express Mall will be dellvered

week court hours will be 8:30 a.m. to
4 pm. through Friday. The court.
witl resume normal buslness hours .

Center and the Westland Sports Are-
na will also have llmlted hours

The Balley Center will close at 4 :
p.im. Sunday and reopen 'I‘uesdayk

morning. For additlona lnlormatlon
on center activities, call 722-7620.

- The Westland Sports Arena'wlll be :
closed Monday. It wili have special::

open skating hours during Chrisimas?

weck. For more. Inlormation, call‘ -

729 4560 S : -

pm.

The post offlce will be closed Sun- 0
‘day and Christmas Day and will re~ -
- open8am, Tuesday. v

. There will be no home mall deuv
Monday. -

Al

1 ing=the=halls:==We're--referring -to ~~Wednesday‘Jan 3 s
~—sthedule-changes for local govern-
ment offices and functlons, - -~~-»T11E Melyjn Balley Recreatlon

1

«-
1

_ Tl{E WESTLAND post offlce will'
be ope¢n expanded hours Saturday. -

The branch, on Wayne Road south of ;.

_Hunter, will be open frompam. to 3 -
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ally times of joy and celebration.

- But the death of a loved one at
holiday or Christmas-time makes a
-difficult period even more dltttcult
to deal with. '

Family . get togethers, special
decoratlons, years of shared tradi-
{lons serve to emphastze the loss.

:It’s an especially 16ng, drawn out
ho]lday, with actlvities from Hal-
" loween — when many people start
holiday shopping™ — through the
new year and the returning of gifts.

That represents “approximately
76 days of torment,” said counselor
Karyn Pasquel, director of . the
Westland-based Foundational Liv-
ing Inc. “

She offered several ways to help
people who’ve recently lost a loved
one ease grief and get through the
holiday period as comfortably as
posstble

- One way iIs to change the envi-

. HELEN POPPENGER, commu-
nity service representative for
R.G. & G.R. Funeral Home in Gar-
den City, mentioned the candle me-
morlal as a service they provide
for grieving familles.

Bath, counselors stressed that
grieving and crying are healthy re-
sponses to the loss of a loved one.

“Guilt is not appropriate for the
griever,” said Pasquel. “Trying to
keep up with a business as usual
attitude . .. will ihcrease your
feelings of ~depression and being
overwhelmed.”

“Reallze, téars are not bad.”

Pasquel noted studies that indi-
cate that repressing tears ralses
toxicity of the blood and body flu-
ids, and a person’s susceptibility to
illnesses. .

A good, hard cry, on the other
hand, washes the toxins out with
the tears and gives a feeling of re-

Suggestlons help ease
grief of losing loved one

day, she styessed: ¢

“There was one woman who
made plans only up to four in the
afternoon,” Poppenger said

After that, with nothing to keep .
hae going, she just “plummeted”
into a depression, according to .

Poppenger..
The Harris funeral home’s get

. together is also a support group,

where group-members can also of-
fer suggestions for dealing with

grief during the holidays.

ONE ESPECIALLY difficult sit-
uation involved the death of a child
in a family of five children, Pop-
penger said.

The children wanted to put up
the stocking of the deceased child
anyway, but the parents feared
what might happen if it was empty
on Christmas morning.

“Another parert suggested put-
ting flowers in the stocking, to be

dtnner at .a dttterent time,’sald
“Pasquel.

" Another way is to have a photo
.album laying out in an inconspicu-
. ous place with pictures of the de-
ceased :

" “Phig allows others-a-freedom-to

“talk . about the person without
t‘ear," Pasque] said. “Your family
needs permission to express feel-

“Your grlef {3 your grtef “Only
you can work it — there is no time
limit on (it,)” she sald. “May this
holiday season be a preclous trib-
ute, even though painful, to the one
you love who is no longer with
you bH

Poppenger said that Harris has a
special meal and sharing time at
Chrlstmas to help bereaved rela-

picture and notes to the child in the
stocking. .

There’s a need to talk about the
loved one, especially for adult chil-
dren when both parents are de-
ceased, Poppenger noted.

“Even when there are siblings,
many adult children feel aban-
doned,” in such instances, she said.

It's given rise to what counselors
are-be

— —ngs {002~

. Lighting a special) memorial can-
tlle ‘at home Is also Wnother way to
" help ease grief. .

R

' ‘“Havea spectal candle lit before

“saying grace at dinner, and either
go around the table one by one,
telling some particular memary of

* the -loved one,” Pasquel said, “'or
stmply make a mention of (the per-

son) during grace.”

Another suggestlon.ls to “buy

'yourself the gift you know your

431

At the meal Poppenger and Dr.
John Canlne, chief of the Harris
counseling staff, give the group a
rose tied with a red ribbon, plus a
candle. -

“We suggest that the tandle be
lit at a meaningful time for them,”
Poppenger sald. “The rose is for
the memory of the loved one.”

‘“People tend to want to avold
(Christmas), they don't want to deal
with—the issue,” Poppenger said.
“We try to get them to invest in the

“Orphan  Syndrome,” Poppenger
said, because “adult children "say

-quite frequently, ‘I feel like an or-

LA 21

phan, now.

Poppenger noted ohe member of Nl

a grief support group planned to
avold celebrating or decorating her
home for the holiday after her fa-
ther’s death.

But she changed her mind and in-
cluded her father in the holiday by
putting his picture on her Christ-
mas tree’s star; Poppenger said.

Trlal date set in

e owner’s listed address and found

Walworth’s_body, clad in a jacket
Qnd Hat.--

LRV —:

' ‘The mobile home appeared to

ave been ransacked and the appar-

ent murder weapon, a blood-stalned

victim’s car was parked. The keys to
the victim’s car were found in Fer-
rari's pocket, police said.

Police said Ferrari often spent
time with friends who lived in a mo-
bile home directly across from the

vietim’s home.
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Brlghten a child’s holiday by
donating atoy to Toys for Tots.

Many children have
never kngwn the things
- we take for granted

this time of year - the,
warmth of Christmas |
-dinner, the thrill of

Council OKs pension buyout

Continued from Page 1

Kozorosky-Walcek was employed
by Wayne-Westland Communlity
Schools. Galss taught in Wayne-
Westtand and at Lincoln Park High
School.

with the Michigan Education ASsaci-
ation.

He <alled for a city ordinance to
address the issue.

Continued from Page 1

hammered out a list of goals, one of
which s participation in this year’s
Goodfellow Food Drive.

Students will bring in the canned
goods until Friday.

“The big day comes Dec. 21, when
they actually go out (with Edison

employees) to deliver the baskets,”

Martin said. “Then they’ll see some-
thing concrete and be able to say,
‘We did that”

The food baskets will go to about
15 familles.

live alone safely.

® Show them through field trips
what the working world is like.

¢ Let them “shadow’ Edison em-
ployees in their jobs.

_® Start a recycling effort.

r e And, most important of all, be

the eyes and ears for the students in
finding jobs for them. >

“It seems the bottom line here is
based on past practlce,” Pickering
sald. “I still have a problem with us
continuing to make that a pract!ce
without further study on this issue.”

“TWO, THREE or four wrongs

contributions from the school dis-
tricts involved.

Councilman Kerit Herbert, who
questioned the value of'such mea-

Edison "heipsst.udehts

“Qur marketlr{g people go out eve-
ry day and they'll keep an eye open

for companies where. they might.

work,” Prush said. “We hope to open
doors for them and find spots where
they can {it in.”

EARL DAWSON, the center’s
principal, said the days of “benevo-
lent” programs for the students soon
might be over. :

“We want Edison to see us as a
resource,2-Dawson said.

“We're rnovlng‘away from the stu-
dents’ occupying themselves with

" ronment. : lief. taken to the grave site later in the In the months ahead, Edison em- crafts. This is not a benevolent pro- Newsstand . . . . per copy, 50¢
“If you had dinner at 4 pm. as a Above all, Pasquel said, be pa-  day,” Poppenger said. - ployees also-will: - ———- —-—gram.” Carrier . . . . . monthly, $3.00
- 'tradition, go somewhere else for a  tient with yourself. Other suggestions were to put a ® Give the students tips on how to Prush told of one student from the | Mail. .. ... .. yearly, $55.00

center who did clerical work for Edi-
son last spring.

“We learned more from her than.

maybe she learned from us. She
showed us how much we wanted to
work. She always was on time.

“One of our jobs is to encourage
other industries to become in-
volved.” N

sures, nonetheless supported the pen.
‘sion puichases,

Also voting In favor were William
Ziemba, Tom Brown,-Ben DeHart
and Ken Mehl.

Griffin sald he made the recom-
mendatlons “in the interest of fair-

By C.L. Rugensteln Toved one wds going to give you  holiday.” Pickering objected to the practice .
staff writer. . and recelve it as if it were from One way to do that is to make a of buying pension time, which has don't make a'right,” added Artley. nesésecause the city had granted simi-
T ; him/her » plan for the day, Poppengersald. | ;)een done;] routinelﬂv in receer:;. years. cetlj)elg“t]t%e“;‘;;;ilad: sgﬁ?)icoi? ::‘;Lg;; lar requests In the past, the mayor
- The Decem olida n 1987, the council approved a pen- ~ '
i e e raray But it has to be for the whole sion time purchase Iof %rtmns lln)fne Artley suggested seeking partlal said, it would be unfair té treat Ko-

zorosky-Wiacek or Gaiss differently.
“My position has been that those
(requests) that came to my desk, 1
was going to put them on the agen
da,” Griffin said.
The Reciprocal Retirement Act

| passed by the council ‘Monday won’t
* affect previous pension purchase re-

_quests according to Mehl
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day by Qbserver & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia,
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All advertising published In the
Westland Observer is subject to the
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Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150. (313}
591-2300. The Westland Observer
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Detroit to help ensure that *

Name:

Enclosed is my check pa\ablc 10 The Goodfellow Fund of

to bind this newspaper and only
publication of an advertisement shah
conslitute final acceptance of the

adverliser's order.
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‘no child goes without a Christmas”
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X Beauty Salon _ . —
“mobile ark murder et | ne
: e« 0 voluniary, so all funds collected go 10 -~
o . WQlla . 82000 ' { T e - ) needy children. Help make this -
onllhued from Page 1 - _knife, was found by police inside. Christimas a happy one. Please fill out
Police sald Ferrarl was found ¥ Apple - 2800 A~ ' p PRy OTe. -
: : 1 Apple - the accompanying coupon and make a .
aoned in a nearby junior high school "about noon Oct. 6, hiding in a wooded Short Hair o;)(‘ contribution. Thank you! Donation:
-parking lot. Westland police checked fleld about 450 feet from where the : Extes for :'ygﬁh"a . ' T e
) 4

finding a gift under the ree.
These are things thc) can ()nI)
(lrc'lm ()f

If the busy hohday seasons finds you with a cold or flu virus, come into MedStop. We have

't an help :
ou ¢ elpa nud) chlld the latest diagnostic equment with x-ray, laboratory and physical therapy on site.

“experience the joy of C hrlatmas

and make your own holiday

brlght(,r too! Simply bring a new,”

R _..unwrapped. toy worth .
' 85.00 or.more to

. M,t_clt.m Hunter's

- office before

- December 22 and we'll

glvc you ”t frcc h sic

MedStop can help your famfly have a happy. healthy holiday. We are open 7 days a week '
and appointments ara not required. Now, Isn‘t that a cheery thoughtl

‘ Me‘dStO'ﬁ-

30150_|ym0uth Rd,w_.-w-m S
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“clear reception only mlilc can
()ffcr '

- S0 thss (,Imstmas make ; a cluld s
hollday Impptcr, and treat your-
sclf to somuhmg spcci'tl as well.

) | . T New HOil_day. Hours: SAM -
é Maclean Hunter - 1 |
CableTV =~ - e

29141 Pardo Rd J Garden Cfty, M/ 48135 ¢ Call for detalls 427-4940
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