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Kids get creative
at summer camp, 1D

"By Darrell Clom
‘ -fstaﬁwrlter R

Arnewly-approvedtax increasc prompted--
~ the Wayne-Westland school board Monday to

- .‘: ~_“announce that 142 employees-will be called
- back to work in a move that will restore pro-

- grams BT avert such budget cuts as elimi-

"' -~ nating busing.

.The decision rescinded more than 100 .

- pendlng layoffs and resulted in some work--
. ers being called back after six years off the
o joh. :

The move came one week after Wayne-

" Westland voters approved a 7.75-mill tax in-

years to the district's budget

The board cailed back 72 teachers, 34 bus_.

drivers, eight teaching assistants, three me-

chanics, -seven_custodians, 15, paraprofes-, )

slonals, an_assistant prtnclpal a secrétary’
and a senlor cltizens program coordinator.

. Despite the recall, 56 teachers remain on -
: layoff though . some’ have already found
“other jobs, said Bill Taylor, associate super- ‘

intendent for employee services.’
Many workers had been scheduled‘to lose

their jobs after June 30, amid a severe budg-.

et crunch that voters erased last week in ap-
proving a 7.75-mill tax increase by a margin
of 52 to 48 percent:

Notices telling those employees that tbey-

wlll be kept on the dtstrict payroll were to

be dlstributed this week:

“m VERY happy and pleased that these °

68 Pages

" could be called back, in part because some
- lald-off teachers with more._senfority may. -
.. _haye found other Jobs and may choose not to
~‘return to Wayne-Westland Taylor said. -

bers did not agree to the session
Monday s actlon resulted in workers from

“layolfs have been averied,” board member
-+ Sylvia Kozorosky- -Wiacek sald Monday night. .

She ‘earlier. had cast the lone dissenting
vote against the layoffs, saying school offi-

 clals had failed to exhaust other budget-cut- .

- ting measures.

Newly elected b‘%:d member Fred
Warmbler, saying “I doh’t feel the responsi-
bility for the layoffs,” abstained Monday as
other board members approved the recall of
workers.

As many as 15 additional teachers still

_THE STAFFING approved Monday wlll
enable the district to plan for a six-hour in- -

~ structional day at the junior and senior high

schools. The junior highs this year were cut
to five hours a-day, and the hjgh schools -
would have followed suit this fall if the tax
increase had failed in the June 10 election.

At one point in Monday’s-meeting, Kozoro-

- sky-Wiacek called for a closed session to dis-

cuss the recall of workers in “non-education-

al” positions. However other board mem-

the dlstrlct of nearty 17,000 students:~

- BOARD MEMBEB Leonard Posey asked
Taylor on Monday if all seven custodians

scheduled to be called back were needed.
Taylor responded that the workers were

. needed, but.he said the district has reduced

) 1991 Suburbm Communications Corporation )

School boar' cancels pending layoffs

Y y——

- six unions being called back, in preparation -
.tor the 1991-92 school year that will feature’.
tuit-schootprograms-at-all-grade- levelsﬂn

the custodial staff from 160 workers to 128 L

in récent years.

Please turn to Page 2 :

crease that will add $23 million over two
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Beating the héat
| ‘Gefting into the swim of things during the Baliley Center 8

',' outdoor swimming pool's first week are Amanda Sanders
“(left) and Charlene Kubrer. Open swimming hours are

: ot ~noon to 4 p.m. and 5-8 p.m. seven days a week when

o staff writer

P

weather permits, Fees are $1.50 for résident children 17
and under; $2 for resident adults; $2 tor'non-reoident chil-

[=%

" dren and $2.75 for non-resident adults. The pool is behind -
the recreation center on the south side . of Ford, east of
Newburgh. The city’s recreation department is also offer-
ing swimming lessons for all ages. Schedules and teeo are

available at Bailey Center.
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Cooper parents still

By Marlo Chntnoy

Despite ‘assurances from school

-7 officlals that Whittier School s safe,

~some Cooper Elementary parents

. still have fears about sending their
- children to a school that is across the
‘} . street from a toxic site.

Cleanup_of the Cooper site in

Al .»-_ »
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Alr checks are now taken dally at

“ " Céoper, which sits on a 40-acre site -

used as a landfill up to‘the early
1950's. - -
- The state Department of Natural

Resources closed the playground at

Cooper in late April when soil sam-
ples showed the presence of DDT,
mercury and arsenic. The DNR did
not close the school. ‘ o

Westland-could start-in September,_

- when school opens again, and toxic
gases could be released, they fear.

—~..~ .Cooperis on the south side of Ann
e Arbor 'I‘rail west of Inkster Road In

*Westland whiie Whlttler, a former .
=+~ junlor ~high . school is across the
- slreet.

“To. ease their concems Livonia

“Fehodtaisteiet officipls agreed-Mon-:
:-day to monitor the alr at both Whit--

. tier and C00per as the eleanup gets

L .
[

- Enersens sentenced
fear health hazard - T-lrandmother seeks custod)

By Darrell Clem
staff writer

= -

Westiand minister Michael Ener- -
sen and his, wife, Carol, have been
placed on probation for five years in
‘a child abuse case that rocked the
Westland Full Gospel! Church and
~ forced Enersen to leave the pulpit.

ts fear toxic gases -

might be released if the site is exca-
vated during the cleanup.

Before. approving the move to
Whittier Monday, some members of
the school board said they, too, had
misglvings about tempotarily hous- °
ing -Cooper students for the next

. ~school year at Whtttlcr

can be: changed" board presldent

" Pleaseturn {o Page 2
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: Your Observer
" Carrler wlil be
. Stopping-by this week to
collect for the month. Please
have the money ready and
be sure to get your receipt.
it'e” worth a°$2.00 discount
on the next classifled
advertlsement ,you place In
your hometown newspaper.
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by Detroit Recorder’s Court Judge
Harvey F. Tennen, drew criticism
{rom the maternal grandmother of

two children removed from the Kn-*"

_ersens’ custbdy, amid charges they
were abused. =

Nancy Esparza of Detroit, who
: pians to seek custody of her two ~
=1'f - rea}-difficulties. “arlse,” thlngs grandchlldron said she believes the -

‘Enegsens would have received a ail

“sentonce had the case béen heard by -

~a-jury, Instead of bemg settlcd by a-
:plea agreement.. © -

“These people are walklng away
from-:this,' while  these children's

, llves are all messed up," she satd

By Datrell Clem

_ slatf wrlter

_The sentence, ammounced-Monday——makin

“These children have got their whole
lives to suffer.”
Mark

The Enersens’ 'attorney,

“Kriger, called the decislon “faie” -
and said the judge “showed a lot of

“compassion and a lot of sensibility.”
Though Tennen could have ignored

"the plea agreement, Kriger said the

judge saw that the Enersens “were
-be better par-

12 oandldatee
compete for 4

councn

By Darrell Clem
staff writer

Four Westland City’ Council in-
cumbents and a recently defeated

Wayne-Westland school board mem-

ber are among the candidates in a
12-way race for four city council

" seats.

The field of candidates wrll be
trimmed to eight in the Sept. 10 pri-

mary, and the survivors will com-

" pete for four seats Nov. 5.

-Incumbents Thomas -Brown,
Thomas Artley, Ben DeHart and

~ Charles Pickering me

p.m. deadline for filing to seek re-
election to the seven -member coun-
“eil.

They are belng challenged by
longtime school bgard member
Sharon Scott, former city council
member William Ziemba, veteran
. council candidate Dorothy Smith and
office-seekers Glenn Anderson, Lew-
i3 “Beaver, Don Mead, Bhagwan
Dashairya and David Cox

Scott recently lost her bid for a
third school board term in the June
14 school election that saw all school

‘Thesé people are
walking away from
this, while these
children’s lives are all
.messed up.’
— Nancy Esparza

seats

board mcumbents ousted frem off—'
ice,

NOVEMBER ELECTION winners
will join council holdovers Kenneth
Mehl,
Reighard- Johnson

. Veteran council members DeHart
and Artlgy will be defending their
council seals along with second-term
seekers Brown and Pickering.

Brown was hamed to a vacancy in
early 1986 and won his first four-
year term in 1987. Other positions he

s—held—include, Westland- mayor; -

- township supervisor and state repre-
sentative.

- Pickering, who served a four-year
mayoral term that ended in 1985,
also won his first council term in tbe
1987 election

Former: council member Ziemba-

is attempting 'a comeback after. a
two-year absence from the council.
He served a two-year term before
being defeated in 1989 in an election

_that saw victories for Mehl, Cicirelli,

RelghardJOhnson and DeHart.

£y

guilty to one count of second- degree

-~ child abuse for beating his 16-year-

Sandra- Cicitelll and Terri

y of <children

old daughter with a wooden paddle.

who_investigated the case, said the
girl’s buttocks were seeping blood.
Carol Enersen, 33, pteaded guilty
to one count of third-degree child
- abuse and admitted that she bit the
girl on the hand.

ents by attendlng parenting classes

and seeking psychologleal counsél-;

ing.

T didn’t sée any ficed” {for the

Judge) to he punitiye,” Kriger sald

addjng-that thé main concern was .
“lo-make sure thls doesn‘t happen.{,

agalm

we know about the criminal justice -

system, we thought it was fair.”

‘Under ‘Monday’s sentence, the En- -
ersens cannot have contact for five
years'with the.children — a 16-year-

old girl and a’13-year-old boy. The-
chlldren have bcen placcd ‘In“foster

care. -

DESPITE CRETICISM ftormsome——’i‘he Enqrsens also mnst spend 350--

iamlly members

‘Maria Oxholm atso callcd the sen-,
tence fair. :

“Thal's ‘why we entcrcd the plea .
) agreement" she sald "(‘lven what

A nclghbor saw two male teens teasing fhe dog
earlier that night by throwing firecrackers at a

U NP

A Westland woman rald her dog was “brutally .
murdered” last Sadurday after someone slashed
open the pet's abdomen and crushed its head.”

Denise Johnson has offeced a $100 reward for
informalion leading to the arrest and convictlon
of the person or persons responsible for the death
of her 11-year-old dog. She described the dog as &

60-pound colile-husky mix. -

The dog was killed about 8:10 a.m. Saturday in
a path behind the Johnson home ot Northampton,

between Cherry Hill and Palmer.

“I's awful,” Johnson sald, “It's not like I put
her to sleep and had a chance to 2ay goodbye. She

was Just brutally murdered.”

path necar the dog pen.

have been made b
the scene. The dog's

A}
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including the °

 grandmother, asslstatit prosdeutor

—" dog pen where the pet was kept chalned up, ac-
“cording to a Westland Police Department report.
The neighbor, who provided a description to po-
Hee, asked the teens to leave.

The dog had managed to cscape its pen, but
Johnson satd she put thé pet back-in the pen about
1:30 a.m, Two hours later, police knocked on her -
door and told her the dog had been found dead in a

A LONG slash was found on the dog s abdompen,
and -Johnson sald police speculated the cut may
oken
| cad al

The nelghbor, whd called police to the sceéne, -
had heard a yelping sound apparently made by

v

hours in ‘the- countys alterpative -
work{orce - pro ram, ‘pay> $825 ‘in-¢
court costs an cohtlnue fo’ attend
: parenting classes. :

The sentence came seven wechs

alter Mlchrtel }unersen 36 pleaded

T bottles found near
had been crushed.

SEVER_AL (YI‘IIER counts against
the couple were dismissed in the
- plea.--agreement..--
charges had stemmed from- allega-

~ Westland police Sgt. Laura Moore, .

Some--of. -thase-.._..... |

Jtlons the. Enersens abused the. 13- S

‘year-old boy.
“ don't think that was falr to (the
“boy),” . ‘Esparza said, ‘adding -that

- charges--should— not>-have - been-

drOpped “}ie was more:abused over
¢ thg'last 12 years than his stster was.”
Moore said that water -and-food

had been withheld from.{he poy, who .

'Z)og owner offers reward to flnd pet S killer

the dog 1Me also told police he heard “poundtng :
sounds” that sounded “like “aluminum baseball :
_._bats hitling soniething.” :
Police found “a substantial anl’ount of blood
around the dog’s head. Police also found dog halr
and animal tissue on a fence near the dog pen.
.Johnson had the dog for 11 years, and het three -
children had also grown attached to it, she sald
“She was a good dog.” Johnson sald.
Johnson declded to offer the $100 reward be- |
cause “Ijust felt like I had to do something””
_She remains hopeful that the suspects will be
reporied. “Sometimes kids: like to talk if they -
~ know something,” she said. , .
~"Po report Informatlon about the lncldent call L
“the Wéstland pol!ce at 72? 9600. e

S o R
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Study continues
fCltlzens probe Wayne-Westland budget

By Darroll Clem -
slatt writer

CeA cltizens committee that probed

4 the Wayne-Westland schootl distilet’s

- budget: will continue its ‘study, de-

..~ splte voter approval of ‘a 7.95-mill
< fax increase that the panel had en- .

Cdorsed. .
. -Committee chmrman Willlam

“Mills has asked the school ddminis-

“tration to let thé committce keep

‘delving into -what he called.some

- “falrly inSigniﬂcant" areas of possl
 ble concern.

- “I would not 'care to expound on it-’

;-at this time,”- Mills told the school
" board Monday night.” »
- Mills- met with board members to

"",discuss the audit report that was re-* -

“leased in May, prior to the June 10
“election that saw passage of a tax

_Increase after three failed attempts. _
" The four-member commiltee had™

. -‘:some differencés of opinion, Mills -
: 7 sald “but nothing thatwouid rock the -

boat oo

AR huroday.JunoQO 1991

In its seven-page report the com-
mittee found “no arcas of gross
- mismanagement” and said the dis-
trict’s teachers and adminlstrators

are not overpaid, compared to thelr

counterparts in other Wayne County
districts '

That sparked a debate Monday
“night,
- member Fred Warmbler saying that

. the two-year, 11.9-percent raises ina
teacher contract outpaced -
wage increases received in tue pri~
»«vate sector : R

local

WARMBIER VOICED concerns’
- that the ralses set the tone for con--
tract talks  with other 'employee
unions — most of which on Monday
still did not have contracts approved
by the school board. :
* “You don't give away “the . whole

house because you've got a leak in -
“'thé roof, and that's just about “_Heref T

we're golng,” Warmbler sald.”

Warmbler also ralsed concerns -

about the 890 000- plus salary of Su-

-'Cooper parents still

- :Conllnued from Pag
~ Patricia Sari assured parents attend-

A ing Monday s board meeting

= SOME PARENTS have questioned

whelher the landfil} on the Cooper -

- property-extends to Whittier, which
lies _directly north of Ann Arbor
“~Trall,
"".’- The «district has no reason to be-
- Jieve that Whittier was once a land-
il saiquperintendent Joseph Mar-

!ineili

County health officials also have
said that soil samples taken at Whit-
.~tier-“show no detectable levels of
toxins," he said.

“The .soil - samples at . Whittler

; - “shojged elevated levels of silver. and

] “cadmium, sald Art Howell, the dis-
trict’s dlrector of operations
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The cleanup of ‘the Cooper site
won't begin until a safety plan Is In
place that will ensure the safety of
both students and area" resldents
Marinellisald. = - - )

“No action will be allowed there
that would create a hazard for the

_neighborhood,” Marinelll said. °
COOPER PARENT Mary Gesin- -

ski showed trustees an album filled
with photos she took of the wooded
site lyinz just west of Whittler. The
photos showed rusted cans, barrels,

-appliances-and other trash buried in
the weeds. The land is not owned by -

the school district.

“Before I put my child on that
playground I walked the area to
check out what is there,” Gesinski-

~said. “I was astounded to see that

that land has been used asw dump "

Angela Hospice Home Care of
Livonia has been awarded a $10,000

. grant from the Metro Health Foun-
dation to buy elght new hospital beds P

and bedside stands.
The equipment will be loaned to
termlnally ill patients in the tri-

. county area.

with .newly elected - board

‘You don’t gwe away

-the whole house 4
- because you've got a
_teak In the roof, and

- that's just about where 4
: j,,we re going

e Fred Warmbfer

Though board member Sylvia Ko-

zorosky-Wiacek sald teachers. de-
© served the ralses they received, she
sald school officlals made “a big ér--"" from sixth to 28rd Ini recent years,
_ror” by settling the teacher contract
~ first and paving-the way-for substan-

tlal increases for school admlnlstra-
tors. .

A two-year, 11.9- percent raise t'o'r
administrators “bothers me" when
some salarles already ¢xceed -

$80 000, Kozorosky Wiacek said

-

The school board on Monday had -
" not approved a contract for the cen-

trat office administrators union, but
the Observer has reported that the
bargaining teams have . tentatlvely

- approved a settlement calling for
the -same ralses that teachers '
-.recelved :

MILL& SAID that Wayne-West

. land. teachers- recelved pay raiges

_ " “lower than those approved for thelr
pcrlntendent Dennis O‘Neill saying_.
“the’ president of the United States -

- doesn’t make much more than that.”

-

counterparts In other Wayne County

districts. ‘Under -questioning. fromi- -
..board member Kathleen. Chorbagi-
an,” Mills noted that among the 34

county’ districts, "Wayne-Westland

teacher salaries have slipped In rank "

If that continues Mills warned,
“I'd say that's a very real potential
problem” because the district could
. find it difficult to compete and hire

“the most qualllied teachers.

“As a consequence, the district
will suffer.” he said

fear health hazard

The site apparentiy has been used

i by midnight dumpers, Howell sald,
Trustee  Rlchard - McKnight told -

Howell to urge the city of Westland

~ to'ticket the owner of the iand to get

it cieaned up.:

THE LEV%L of toxié chemicals at’

the Cooper site won't be known until
76 soil borings are taken over the
summer and analyzed.
- Right now, district officials and
Cooper parents are awaiting the re-
sults of . inltial soil borlngs taken at
Cooper.
“We’ re still waiting for these test
results,”” sald Ron Graunstadt,
Spokesman for Cooper-parents. “In-
formation seems to be coming slow-
ly. Our biggest concern:right now is

gelting test results for both COOper -

Angela Hospice Home Care, wtth
administrative offices at 36995 Five
“Mile In Livoma, began serving peo-
le with life-threatening llnesses
and thelr families in 1985,

Home Care professionals and
trained volunteers provide physical,
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Across from McDonald's
L_ 595-6333 __J

=  COUPON ===

Y

~NATIONAL BLOCK & READY MIX C0,

39000 FORD ROAD, JUST EAST OF I-275

and Whittier Those fest borlngs will

determine what happens next.”

. Graunstadt 13 one of several Coo-
per parents who have decided that -

_ their children will not come back to
" Cooper after the cleanup is finished.

Gesinski has made the same decl-

_ slon, She said her children have been

accepted at Cleveland Elementary
and will not return to Cooper

ACCORDING TO district rules

parents who opt for a school other

than the one pr_ovid_ed by the district,

in this case Whittier, must provide
their own transportation.

~ “The bottom line now s, people
have a choice,”” Graunstadt sald.
“Before, they didn’t know they had a
problem

Hospice gets grant to buy new beds

" emotional and spiritual support. The

hospice hopes to build an inpatient
facllity next year.

Metro Health Foundation is a pri-
vate Detrojt foundation that glves
grants to Michlgan organizations in-
volved In health care and health-re-
lated fields.
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Contlnued from Page 1

has gained at least 25 pounds
since he was taken from the Ener
sens.

" The two' children were Iathered
by Michael Enersen during a previ-
ous marrlage to Esparza’s daugh-~
ter, ‘Cheryl, whose 1978 death at

.| age 19 was blamed on heart prob- .

lems. Michael and Carol Enersen
also have four children of . thelr

“Those" chiidren, whose ages
range from about 11 months to 10
years, remain in their- parents’ cus-
tody, though a petition..pending-
Monday in Wayne County Probate.
Court could result in’ the Enersens

“| losing custody,

After Mondays sentenclng, the
grandmother sald the Enersens

-| would have fared worse in a trial,
because“I-had-all-kinds-of witness—- .

|es (including “the children) who
were willing to come forward and
| testify.” -~ ;
- Several former assoclates and‘
friends of the Enersens have told

testlty about the abuse that they
sald has gone on for several years.

THOUGH MICI[AEL Enersen_

-«

[Minister, wife
| get probatlon

-the case was resolved,
* from higher church-authorities In

* of God. It remalns unclear whether

~ Ing Monday’s sentence, plan to pre-

" be sent to the Assemblies’ national
_ headquarters In Springfield, Mo: A
the Observer that they wanted to

'Se veral other counlc
- against the couple, .
were dismissed in the
plea agreemenl

x

.
]

continued 1o draw’ strong support

Jown. - - from the 700-membér congrega- |

'-'_.”tlon at- -Westland Full Gospel

« Church on Palmer, between Wild.

- wood and Yenoy, he announced in a |
_rousing® sermon Ma

16 that he
would take a leave o absence untit

His declsion came amid pressure
the Michigan District Assemblies

Enersen-willreturn to the pulplt.
District church ofticlals,-await-

pare-a report on Enersen that will

decision on Enersen's fate as an.
Assemblies’ minister will be made
at the national level, according to
district Superintendent William

Leach..

School board votes

to cancel Iayoffs

~ Continued trom PaL

“We have reduced that (staff) and'

‘realigned - cleaning-- jobs,” Taylor

sald. “There’s no question we tight-
ened up on the cleaning in this dis-
trict.”

Posey also questioned whether all,
of the 34 bus drivers called back will
be needéd.

“In response, Taylor sald, “We have
no reason to believe we're going to
need fewer bus drivers.”

‘We have reduced that
(staff) arid realigned

- cleaning jobs.’
‘ — Bill Taylor ™

et

N

3

-t o(

- However, Taylor sald that if the
district later appears to have too :
many bus drivers, théy can be laid

ol’f witha 30 -day notlce

Men, if you're about to turn 18 it's
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office..

j)""q )

1t quick. Tt's easy
And it s the law

| ThiS SUMMER...AND PASS
NEXT FALL."

-‘Sununcrnmc is fun time and 4 {good time to get a head start on
1| the school year. Just a coup]c of hours a'week this sumumer ata

more 121-4050.
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