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, . T H E VA^fiVE Memorial 
High School band alumni 

• association is seeking a "lew 
vintage tootjeri, tweeten and 
bangers" to,take part in the 
School's Friday, Oct. 4, 
. homecoming parade. 
- Volunteers may call 722-2859 
to lake part in the annual parade. 

1 \ . _ 

* KEISHA D U K E S , a John 
Glenn High School student, won a 
aix-day trip to Washington, DC. 
and Williamaborg, Vs., after 
•wifldng a Cultural Excellence 
Contest sponsored by the Detroit 
pistons and Panasonic Corp The 

'trip, taken In mid-July, WM 
awarded for Keisba's first-place 

Gentry,-¾ , 
:: She wrote about Dr. George 
Washington Carver under the 
theme of "contributions of an 
ethnic American to the greatness 

idf tie United States." 
•> the student is the daughter of 
.'Sandra and Norman Venson of 
ilnkster.'.. 
<f- The essay was encouraged by 
[Louise Karmann, Keisba's 
[communications skills teacher, 
who asked her to enter the Black 
i History Month essay contest 
earlier this year. It wM.&*l\rtt 
" y Ketoka M a w W i i t u 
|i semif inalist In that competition. 

r;- When the Pistons/Panasonic 
* (Essay Contest was announced, 
jKarmann eoconrajptfTeiina to 
' revise the earlier effort to fit the 
• theme of the competition. 

% ANOTHER JOHN Glenn 
Student, Pamela Koiongowski, is 

:a contestant in the Miss T.E.E.N 
pageant. She is le, daughter of 
Mary McGnie and Is sponsored by 
Mickey's 0*iry Twist and J & D 
Auto Dismantle?. 

At Glenn, she Is co-captain of 
the JV volleyball team, JV 
aoftball player, junior class 
president, served as sophomore 

'class publicity manager and has 
;been nominated for the Who's 
-Who among American High 
"School Students. 
. Pamela has a S.S grade point 
average. 

Contestants will be judged on 
the basis of scholastic 
achievement, vojanteer service, a 
personal interview, a speech and 
formal presentation in a formal 
gown. 
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: THREE WESTLAND 
' seniors received degrees from 
. Grand Valley Slate University 
tills summer. Awarded bachelor 

.'of science degrees were BUeeo 
May, Jason Smith and Paul 

' Tavana. 

T H E WAYNE 
GARDEN Ctah, which Include* 
Westland members, attended the 
Federated Garden Ctebs of 
Michigan's tttk anniversary at a 
state convention. 
; Representing tie Wayo* club 
at the event were president Doris 
Carpenter and tke preaident 
|aien Johnson, 

Carpenter also led the parade 
, Ot pteataents ano was preteaceo 
art *ffnrd from SheB 0 0 Ce tor 

* thd gVottp's envlionmental 
' awaresMea ramneign 
\ Tie Wayne dob )s also In the 
middle of a bwy year which 

; Includes a day at the lake, a fund-
ratter Oct. I In the form of a 
fashion show and luncheon at the 

'Plymouth Manor hi Plymoeth 
* "Sowing the Seed of Fashion" is 
- the theme of the show. Tickets 
> are available from chtb 
I I . . . c- - 1 - . a . J. — 

•infcnDtrt. 

t^-THE CITY Cosaseu win 
ho|d I purine* session at 1.90 
Monday night sa City Haa IMOl 

i *Ofd, oast of NewlNUgsv 
#• Agenda* ar* available tn 
yWsswfrom the dty clerk's 

yjfamm4*****4*n fnwn^ii ••d.i»Miii|i>ii ••••••».....»..» 

• Wayne-Westland school Superin­
tendent Dennis O'Neill initiated talks 
last week with one of his harshest 
critics, Steven Lind, who wants to-
see three "school board members 
forced from office and the superin­
tendent fired. .•-•'• v 

Both sides described the talks as 
cordial, but they remained in fjrm 
opposition following the 1%-hbur 
session at Taft-Galloway Elementa­
ry School, where Lind has been an 
active parent. 

"We didn't go Into the meeting ex­
pecting to change each other's 

mind," Und said. "We basically 
agreed to disagree." 

Lind is chairman of a recall com­
mittee seeking to oust school board 
members Kathleen Chorbagian, 
Leonard Posey and Andrew Spisak 
— O'Neill's strongest supporters on 
the board. Lind has said the recall 
campaign is aimed, in part, at firing 
O'Neill. 

O'Neill had asked Taft-Galloway 
principal Jose Muller several 
months ago to try and arrange the 

meeting with Lind, but Wednesday's 
session marked the first time the 
two sides had sat down to discuss 
their differences. Muller and Lind's 
wife, Barbara, also attended. 

"I think we had a good dialogue^' 
O'Neill said, adding later, "Nothing" 
ventured, nothing gained." 

THE TALKS preceded by Just five 
days a crucial meeting today in 
which county officials will decide 
whether to approve the revised re­

call petitions that Und filed against 
Chorbagian, Posey and Spisak. 

If the Wayne County elections 
commission approves the petition 
language, recall organizers must 
collect signatures from 4,420 school, 
district voters before a special recall 
election can be held. 

"We did have a very friendly 
meeting," Lind said. "Dr. O'Neill 
wanted to know more or less where 
we were coming from and why we 

were disgruntled. But it's not a mat­
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Lind being dis­
gruntled. It's a matter of the public 
being disgruntled." •••'•.•.'": 

In the recall petitions, UndT ac­
cuses Chorbagian^ Posey arid Spisak 
of planning massive school program 
cuts at a time when they also ap-. 
proved a contract giving teachers an 
11.9-percent raise over two years. 
Subsequently, the budget cuts were 
averted after voters approved a tax 
increase. 

Lind contends that the three board 
members failed to represent the vot-
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kids get 
support 
By Darrell Clem 
staff writer 

Car buffs 
ART EMANUElE/stafl photographer 

"Sweet Thang" Is tho auto in the Westland car show being play, corn roast and band concert. For more on the event, turn 
admired by a couple at the recent city anniversary auto dls- to Page 3A for the story and photos. 

Westland youngsters who break 
the law won't necessarily find them­
selves in court — and with a crimi­
nal record — under a new program 
that the city plans to start in Octo­
ber. 

The Westland . Youth Assistance 
Program will use counseling, corn^ 
munity service"; tutoring and behav­
ior-improvement classes to steer 
youngsters away from truancy, van- -

-dalism, drug abuserarsonj-theft and 
other law-breaking behavior. 

The new program will mark a dra­
matic departure from solving youth 
problems in court. Instead, role 
models wilt volunteer their time to 
work with the youngsters and their 
families to help them overcome 
behavioral problems. 

. "It's a real positive type of ap­
proach," said program director 
George Riley, a battalion chief with % 
the fire department's juvenile af­
fairs division. 

Troubled youngsters will be re- " 
ferred to the voluntary program by 
schools, police, family members and 
juvenile court. They also may seek 
help on their own. 

The youths will be assigned to a 
volunteer counselor and may — 

Please turn to Page 2 

Belly-bumping 
No charges leveled in dispute 
over removal of campaign signs 
By Darrell Clem 
staff writer 

Andrew Spisak, 18th District Court officer and 
Wayiic-Westland, school board member, will not be 
charged in a dispute in which he was accused of bump­
ing a city official with his stomach. . 

The Wayne County prosecutor's office, calling the in­
cident minor,'has refused to issue a warrant against 
Spjsak, said Robert Sage, Wayne County deputy chief 

assistant prosecutor. 
"It's not sufficient to bother a criminal court with," 

Sa^e said. "Because of the fact that there was not a 
serious injury, no warrant has been recommended." 

Carl Clark, a public services department official, 
claimed Spisak bumped him with his stomach several 
times during an argument Aug. 30 about the removal of 
campaign signs from Splsak's front y,ard, 
• • * • • • • • • — • • ' • — » » . • • • • • • — • > ! • • . — • . , - , , . ^ . • • , . — • — ! • - • • ' • " —, * 
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Arcade manager 
bound over for trial 
By Darrell Clem 
staff writer 

A Westland business manager 
accused of embezzling money from 
a Westland Center video arcade 
will stand trial in Detroit Recor-
der's£ourt. 

Ted Daniel Gainer, 29, of Garden 
4 City was ordered to stand trial 

Thursday after he waived a prelim­
inary examination during an ap­
pearance before judge Gail 

McKnlght in Westland's 18th Dis­
trict Court. 

Gainer was arrested Sept. 3 and 
charged with one felony count of 
embezzling money from the Pocket 
.Change arcade. One day later, he 
pleaded not guilty during an ar­
raignment in district court. 

On a tip from Gainer, Westland 
police and Michigan State 'Police 
- • - • • • • . • • • ' — — — — - • ' - * ' • ' " -

Please (urn to Pago 2 

Driver placed on 3-year probation 
what's inside "*T 

By Darrell Clem 
staff writer 

A teenage driver accused of strik­
ing and killing a motorcyclist after 
running a red light in Westland has 
been placed on probation for three 
years, police officials said. 

Robert Splan, 17, of South Lyon 
had been faced with a negligent 
homicide charge and could have 
faced up to two years in prison in the 
death of Timothy Jay Donlon, 37, of 
Plymouth. 

Instead, Splan's case fell under the 
state's Holmes Youthful Offender 
Act, and he did not have to enter a 
plea on the negligent homicide-

charge, said Sgt. Peter Brokas, who 
heads the Westland Police Depart­
ment's traffic bureau. 

"If ho docs nothing wrong and 
goes along with the probation terms, 
(hen his slate will bo wiped clean in 
three years," Brokas said Thursday. 

Splan and three friends were on 
their way to a high school senior 
prom at 6:11 p.m. April 26 when he 
rah a red light at Warren Road and 
Merriman, slamming into Donlon's 
motorcycle, witnesses ,to!d police. 
Splan's 1989 Pontiac was castbound 
on. Warren. Donlon, westbound on 
Warren,'was struck broadside as he 
turned loft to go south on Merriman, 
police reported. 

Donlon suffered multiple injuries) 
including a nearly severed right leg. 
He died at the University of Michi­
gan Hospital five days after the acci­
dent. 

Initially, It had appeared DorJort 
would recover from tho accident, Wt~ 
he suffered complications that in­
cluded two heart attacks in the hos­
pital, police officers have said. 

Immediately after the crash, he 
had appeared alert and asked police 
to tell the teenagers to go to their 
prom and enjoy it, Westlandvpbllcc 
officer Steven Frazcr said. Police 
described Donlon as "a really nice 
guy." • . • 

None of the teenagers was Injured 
In the accident. • 
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Farrar promoted 
to Marshall 

[By p»rr*H Ci*nt 
(ataff writer 

;A longtime Wayne Memorial 
High School teacher has been ar>< 

jpplnted the new assistant principal 
Jai Marshall Junior High, replacing 
'Thomas Drumrnond, who left the 
'Wayne-Weslland district for a bet« 
iter-paying-Job. " . ''•".-'; 
\ lAnlta Farrar, described by Su-
Ip^rintendent Dennis O'Neill as "a 
jthoroughly competent and experl-
jei}ced teaching professional," was 
[chosen front among seven uppll-' 
jcirits. The school board approved 
jher for thespost last week. 
] J poard member Kathleen Chor-
jba^iaii eoramended the choice "of a 
Iwpman-— and Farrar, particularly 
\-iUp the post. She said junior.high 
Igfcls may feel more comfortable 
'talking about their problems-with, a 
! female administrator. 
; jFarrar, who has headed Wayne 
i Memorial's English department for 
• seven, years, replaces Drumrnond, 
j wjiqr left the district after 19 years 
\ to accept an assistant principal's 
j p$st in the Walled Lake district. 

j J D R U M M O N D S SALARY in-
J • • • , - • • 

i ' . . . • • ' . 

creased from $56,231 to 165,942. 
Some board members fear a trend 
could emerge In which other top-
notch employees will leave the dis­
trict for better-paying jobs. 

In recommending Farrar last 
week, O'Neill called her an "out­
standing professional" whose "con­
tributions at both the building and 

• district levels have been.exem^ 
, plary." • -.'••, ' ; •";•-. 

In hdr role chairing Wayne Me­
morial's .English department, Far-

: rar "has exhibited strong leader­
ship skills;' O'Neill said. : . 

Farrar's resume reveals that she 
has served on numerous district 
committees,'initiated many grants. 

; and worked her way up the career 
ladder. She has served as guidance 
counselor, MEAP test coordinator' 
and English teacher, among other 
roles, at Wayne Memorial. 

She has a master's degree In gui­
dance and counseling, and a bache­
lor's degree In English and history. 
She plans to complete the require­
ments for administrative certifica­
tion by December, and expects to 
receive her educational specialist 
degree in school administration in 
June. 

Manager faces trial 

Continued from Page 1 

found $5,200 that Gainer bad stashed 
in his brother's apartment in Garden 
City, police Sgt. Stephen. Ryskamp 
has said. 

Initially, Gainer had told authori­
ties that he had been abducted by 
two males near Westland Center, 
taken to Washtenaw County and 
robbed at knifepoint/before being 
set free. 
• His story emerged after Gainer — 

his hands rope-tied behind his back 
aid his left shoulder cu,t — walked 
to a house on Dixboro Road near Yp-
sllantl and asked for help. Police lat-
e)r accused him of paying a younger 
male $300 to tie him up. -

UNDER QUESTIONING from 
State Police Detective Sgt; Scott 
Kelley, Gainer admitted he made up 
the story to cover up his embezzling 
activities, Ryskamp has said. 

Gainer has been held In the county 
jail on a $10,000 personal bond. On 
Thursday, however, Judge McKnlght 
granted a request from Gainer's at­
torney to slash the bond to $5,000, 
meaning Gainer would have to pay 
only $500 to be freed. 

"I don't think this man Is a danger 
to. the community," attorney James 
Albulov said. "I think part of the rea­
son for this (embezzling) Is that It 
was very easy for him to do," 

Several members of Gainer's fam­
ily came.to court Thursday In a show 
of support to help convince 
McKnlght to lower the bond. 

If convicted, Gainer could face up 
to 10 years In prison. He also faces a 
felony count of embezzlement In Os­
coda County — a charge that West-
land police learned about after Gain­
er was arrested in the latest Inci­
dent- A warrant had already been 
issued for his arrest on the earlier 
charge. 

- bumping I ncident 
Insufficient' for court 
Continued from Page 1 

•Splsak went to the DPS office on 
Marquette and confronted Clark, the 
^ater and sewer division superin­
tendent, after DPS workers removed 
political yard signs from his front 
yjard on Harvey Street. 

! THE WORKERS had been told by 
Mayor Robert Thomas to crack 
down on signs illegally erected in 
road rights-of-way throughout the 
city. 
; On Friday, Splsak still contended 

that there is no clear indication of 
the right-of-way in front of his house, 
since there Is no sidewalk and his 
yard strttches to the shoulder of the • 
road. 
[ Still,'Splsak — also a formal may­

oral assistant and police officer — 
appeared relieved that he won't face 
a criminal charge. 

"I'm glad it's over, and I hope ev­
erybody forgets about it," he said. 

Clark could not be reached for 
comment Friday. 

"If it had been anybody else.J 
don't think anything would have 
been said about it," Spisak said. "A 
lot of people come in and let off 
steam and you say, 'We'll, that's just, 
another guy who's upset.'I've been 
in law enforcement all my life, and I 
don't relish people saying I did any­
thing illegal." 

He indicated that the dispute 
mushroomed because some officials 
"wanted to embarrass me. 

"I get a lot of kidding about my 
belly," he added. . 

pair agrees to disagree 
gontlnued from Page 1 

era. He also blames O'Neill for the 
district's problems. 

: • ' « • ' . . 

;"I TOLD him that I don't believe 
wjiat he Is doing is morally correct," 
Lind .said. Recall organizers have 
accused school officials of threaten-
Wg deep program cuta to win sup­
port for the 7.75'mill tax Increase. 
:JLind said he still wants to see 
OfNeill fired. 

"I do respect Dr. O'Neill. I have 
Uje. highest respect for him," Lind 

!>-

said. "This is not a personal vendetta 
against Dr. O'Neill. But I don't be­
lieve he's doing a good job." 

In the meeting, O'Neill voiced con­
cerns that Lind and his supporters 
are trying to disrupt the district at a 
time when it needs to be healed. 

"He told me he didn't want to see 
the district torn apart," Lind said. 
But, he added, "I don't think the pub­
lic will be happy until the (three) 
school board members are recalled." 

The recall campaign has not tar­
geted board president Sylvia Kozoro-
sky-Wiacek- ' ' • • 
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Ford Center student wins state honor 
Chadd Gwtedak, a 1991 John 

Glenn High School graduate, won an 
award as the county's and state's 
Outstanding Handicapped Student In 
Vocational Technical Education. 

Chadd has been a student In the 
building trades program at the Wil­
liam D. Ford Vocational/Technical 
Center for the past two years. His 
occupational goal Is to become a li­
censed electrician. : 

The award, w^s presented at the 
Michigan Vocational/Technical Edu­
cation Super-conference sponsored 
by the Michigan Council on Voca-' 
tlohal Education (MCOVE) and the 
Michigan Occupational Education 
Association The conference was. 
held in Grand Rapids at the Amwaf 
GrandPlaza; - ' 

Chadd' has a learning disability, 
with deficits in the areas of reading 
and math. In the 10th grade he be­
came very frustrated with school 
and considered dropping out, said a 

, center spokesman. However, hands-
on training In the building trades 
program allowed Chadd to assume a 
leadership role within the class. 

BY CONTACTING the Building 
Trades Advisory Committee himself, 
Chadd, under the guidance of an ad­
visory member, developed the lay­
out and design for the wiring of the 
building trades house and ordered 

.materials. He then directed the elec­
trical crew to.job completion. •. 

In addition to his electrical skills, 
he has also installed and taped 
drywall, hung doors and kitchen cab-" 
inets, 'installed trim and poured 
cement.. ,. '••'." 
• According to tils nominators! In­
structor Leon Hanson'and special ed'. 
ilca.tioh consultant Diane McLean, 
"Chadd Is an inspiration to those who 
work with him."* 
...Last October, the center recog­
nized Chadd's talents and nained him 
the student of the month. 

Chadd Qwizdak (center) wa» patented ,hW state award by Jan 
Danford (left), Michigan Council on Vocational Education 
chairwoman, and Dorothy Beardmoro, Michigan Board of Edu­
cation protldent. 

Positive approach 
New program to help steer youths 
Continued from Pago 1 

along with their parents — be re­
ferred for professional services. The 
youngsters also will participate In 
community service programs and ah 
eight-week behavlor-rhodlflcatlon 
class. 

"WE'RE OUT there banging on 
doors looking for good, qualified role 
models to work In the program," 
Rlleysaid. • 

The volunteer role, models, or 
"mentors," will receive 18 hours of 
Instruction In working with young­
sters and helping them to Improve 
their behavior. Though the program 
won't begin until October, several 
role models and troubled youths are 
already being prepared for it. 

"Any program that provides an al­
ternative to help assist young people 
with their problems Is positive," 
Westland police Chief Michael 
Frayer said. "It will certainly help 
our effort; Anything that truly tries 
to put (troubled youngsters) on the 
right path, we're going to support 
it." 

'Any program that 
provides an alternative 
to hefp assist young 
people with their 
problems Is positive. It 
will certainly help our 
effort. Anything that 
truly tries to put 
(troubled youngsters) 
on the right path, we're 
going to support It. * 

. — Chief Michael Frayer 
Westland police 

Many current programs require 
participants to pay for services, 
Frayer said. The youth assistance 
program, however, will be free. 

"We're primarily . talking about 
helping first-time offenders," Riley 
said, though repeat offenders won't 

necessarily be shut out. However, 
participants who continue their law-
breaking behavior once they enter 
the program would be tossed out. 

The program won't be offered as 
an alternative to court for young-, 
sters who commit such crimes as 
sexual assaults. 

INITIALLY, PROGRAM coordi­
nators will talk with the youngsters 
and their families to decide whether 
it appears they will benefit from the 
service. If accepted, the youngsters 
wilt be placed with a role model in a 
situation much like the Big Broth­
ers/Big Sisters program, Riley said. 

The youths also will attend beha­
vioral modification classes, and they 
may receive tutoring If they are hav­
ing problems In school, he said. Par­
ent-education classes also will be of­
fered as needed. 

The youngsters also will partici­
pate In community service activi­
ties, such as working at the city's re­
cycling center, Riley said. 

The program has drawn support 

from the Westland City Council,;! 
though three-quarters of the funding-: 
will initially be i provided by'the!: 
Michigan Resource Training Center,> 

•Riley said. The support money will•; 
be gradually phased out over three^ 
years, In hopes the*program will be;' 
completely operated on the local-! 
level by the fourth year. -' 1' 

- - - ; 'i 

WESTLAND MAYOR Robert'» 
Thomas appointed Riley as program!! 
director. Anyone Interested In volun-;; 
teering In the program may call . 
Riley at467-3132. '.'. 

The mayor also has named a nine-;; 
member volunteer Youth Advisory-
Council that Includes George Bor-!! 
gelt, an attorney; Sandra Ciclrelli;; 
and Charles Pickering, council mem-; 
here; police chief Frayer, Margaret'! 
Harlow, John Holman and Glenn! 
Shaw, business representatives; Syl-; 
via Kozorosky-Wiacek, Wayne-West-1 
land school board member, and Gall. j 
McKnlght, 18th District Court Judge. ' 

local programming 
on cable TV 

—Tb*-W«t!and-Cable-W/eommu-
oity Relations Department has an­
nounced the programming for the 
governmental channel (6) for this 
week. 

MONDAY 

6 p.m. Town Meeting 
8 p.m. Westland Report 
8:30 p.m. Artist Profile (Mark 
Revers) 
9 p.m. Youth Assistance Program 
9:30 p.m. Working Women 
1Q p.m. Police Awards 

TUESDAY 
6 p.m. Wesltand Report 
6:30 p.m. Artist Profile (Mark 
Revers) 
7 p.m. Youth Assistance Program 
7:30 p.m. Working Women 
8 p.m. Police Awards 
10 p.m. Town Meeting 

WEDNESDAY 
6 p.m. Police Awards 
8 p.m. Town Meeting 
10 p.m. Westland Report 
10:30 p.m. Artist Profile (Mark 
Revers) 
11 p.m. Youth Assistance Program 

.11:30 p.m. Working Women 

THURSDAY 
6 p.m. Town Meeting' 

-8-p.mrWestland^eport — - — , 
8:30 p.m. Artist Profile (Mark 
Revers) 
9 p.m. Youth Assistance Program 
9:30 p.m. Working Women 
10 p.m. Police Awards 

FRIDAY 
6 p.m. Westland Report 
6:30 p.m.- Artist Profile (Mark 
Revers) 
7 p.m. Youth Assistance Program 
7:30 p.m. Working Women 
8 p.m. Police Awards 
10 p.m. Town Meeting 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 
6 p.m. Police Awards 
8 p.m. Town Meeting 
10 p.m. Westland Report ' 

-Tee—programs.' are—fepeated-
throughout the day. 

Following Is the public access 
channel (18) programming for the 
week: 
Monday: Town Talk, 6 and 9 p.m. 
and 1 a.m.; Message of Grace, one 
hour later. 
Tuesday: Town Talk, 6 and 9 p.m. 
and 1 a.m., One on One, one hour lat­
er. 
Wednesday:_Message of Grace, 6 and 
9 p:m., 1 a.m.; The Good News Show, 
one hour later. 
Thursday: Downriver Polka, 6 and 9 
p.m., 1 a.m.; Town Talk, one hour 
later. 
Friday: Study in Scripture, 6 and 9 
p.m., 1 a.m.; The Bull Pen, one hour 
later. 
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Music of the '508 and '60s was played in a gaiebo In Central 
City Park during the city's second-annual car show, which 
featured 99 cars In various competitions. 

car 

J IM ROMINE of Frazeysburg, 
Ohio probably liked West: 
land's second annual ear 
show more than most of the 

500 people who attended. He won 
the drawing for a shiny red 1966 
Mustang. 

But for classic car owners and 
"fans, a wide variety of cars was 
•available during the eight-hour, 
feast-for-the-«yes show Sept. 8 in 
Central City Park. 
• Ninety-nine cars were brought to 
the event, sponsored-by the Cham­
ber of Commerce this year as part 

.of the city's 25th anniversary cele-
•bration. 
'. The evening also featured a corn 

roast and a concert In the park that 
included music from the '503 and 
'60s. _ . " .". 

During the car show,, awards 
were given in 14 classes, ranging 
from J50s street'machine to '60s re­
stored cars to '91 originals. An­
tiques and trucks also were entered 
In the contests. " 

Participants selected the win­
ning cars. Some pre-reglstered and 
paid $7 to enter the show, while 
others made last-minute decisions 
to enter the contest and paid $10 at 
thegate. , 

Chamber of Commerce officials 
called the car show a success and 
said another will be planned next 
year. ; 

Above, classic car fans peruse the cars 
brought to Westland's car show, which also 
featured a corn roast and music from days 
gone by; At left, Sandy Wager roasts corn 
to provide food for the classic car fans who 
attended the city's car show Sept. 8. 

i n g n ew 
mean 

tfyRyanTulak 
sitaff writer 

; t Bruce Tress said his lay off from 
Oeneral Motors last year pulled him 
<jutofarut. 
I* r'I was stuck in a factory for 16 
years, and it was only supposed to be 
temporary," Tress, 36, said. "Now 
'that I'm without a job, I want to pick 
Something I like." • 

','< Tress, who has six dogs and cats 
;&ith his girlfriend, wants to turn his 
\ove for animals into a career. He's 
taking a course on how to start a 
business at the Garden City school 
district's Marquette Center so he can 
open a pet store. 
; The program is open to all adults 
regardless of residency. 
'. "My sister dresses her miniature 
Doberman pinscher in knit sweaters 
and a Levi's jean jacket," he said, 
adding that he envisions selling ban-
'danas, rhinestones, houses and food 
for pets. 

; "If my sister's looking for that 
stuff, then other people are, too. 
There's a market for It." 
; The six-month course, offered by 
Private Ventures Inc. of Flint pro­
vides Inforamtion about financing, 
marketing and operating a business 
from scratch: It counts toward a 
high school diploma and Is free to 
'non-graduates and general education 
degree recipients. . 

Mary McClelland, Private Ven­
tures director, said Ihe course allows 
'people who are unemployed or unsa­
tisfied with their job to explore more 
creative options. 

•'; • "TYPICALLY, (OUR students) are 
tjred of working for someone else. In 
Michigan, individuals became de-
'pendent on* the.auto Industry for 
what they thought was job security. ; 

'". "They've decided It's not such a 
secure future, and they're motivated , 
to have more control'of their own 
destiny. To start your own business, 
:you don't need a college degree." 
• In the second day of the class, In-
'strucior Dennis Mlchon last week 
!d[scusscd some keys to starting a 
[business on the right foot: being or­
ganized, mindful of expenses and 
iaware of personal assets that could 
,be collateral for loans. 
• As the class progresses, students 
Iwlll develop a business plan with 
Igoals. And Mlchon will address re­
lated legal and economic Issues, such 
•as ways to evaluate potential busi­
ness locations, market productsdfl-
rclcnlly, select Insurance, develop ell-

'Typically, (our 
students) are tired of 
Working for someone 
else.' 

• - — Mary McClelland 

ents and collect service fees. 
"You have to see what's "out there 

and see what you can bring to bear 
on It," Mlchon said. "And you have to 
be creative in selling your Idea." 

Michon also will advise students 
who already have begun a venture. 

ANTHONY SHINE, 37, of Detroit 
signed up for the class, even though 
he has financers and manufactures 
to mass-produce his patented prod­
uct. . . . ' . - . . 

Shine, a former amateur boxer, 
recently developed a cotton and po­
lyester vest weighted with 12 pounds 
of lead for athletes to wear in train­
ing to develop their muscles, endur­
ance and reflexes. 

He's been makJng them In his attic 
with his wife and has already sold 
vests to some department stores, De­
troit police officers and martial art­
ist Dexter Thomas, who will per­
form in the 1992 Olympics. But Shine 
Is taking the class to learn about li­
censing and contracts to maximize 
his profits and minimize potential 
mistakes. 

"We've"got'(he basics; but we have 
cracks we have to fill in for market­
ing and distributing," he.said, 

Jinrr .Alexander, 29, of Taylor 
wants to learh skills in money man­
agement to finance a limousine ser­
vice with a family inheritance. He Is 
buying two limos and looking'for a 
business location. 

Arthur Williams, 35, of Detroit 
hopes to learn how to turn current 
financial misfortune to advantage ns 
a consultant for commercial ioans. 

"Because I'm in a financial bind, 
I'll be able to see how other people 
can solve their problems once I get 
myself out," Williams said. 

"If you haven't had a financial 
problem, it's hard to relate to some­
one who does." 

The students even teach each 
other by discussing past difficulties 
and solutions. 

DAWN CRAWFORD, 22, of 
Walled Lake explained how she col­

lected more than |100,000 in with­
held payments as a manager of her 
father's heating and cooling busi­
ness. 

Crawford found a financial con­
sultant, who helped her develop a 
billing system with added fees for 
delinquent accounts. All the custom­
ers soon paid up. 

Private Venture started the class 
in 1988 and has offered sessions in 
Flint, Southfieid and Ponllac. 
McClelland said 76 percent of all 
students still had maintained their 
own businesses one year after finish­
ing the class. The class is being of­
fered in Garden City for the first 
time. 

Private Ventures also is offering a 
training class in retail business at 
Marquette Center. 

Leaders in retail business will 
train students to be employees by 
explaining pricing and marketing 
strategies for retail products and 
teaching how to work a cash register 
and sell products and services. -

Students will learn tips on filling 
out job applications and preparing 
for job interviews. 

McClelland said the course will be 
an advantage to job seekers in the 

• recession. , . 

"It will give them more credibility 
than some one.off the street because 
they can say they've had some train­
ing," she said, adding that each grad-. 
uate will receive a certificate. 

GRADUATES: OF the -course, 
which may go toward.a high school 
diploma, are.guaranteed-a Job Inter-' 
view with a major retail chain (n the 
Garden City area. 

Private Ventures Is offering the 
retail training class for the first 
time, at the request of the Michigan 
Education Commission (MEC). , 

"In talking to 'several retail 
outlets, they felt there was a definite 
need (for bettor trained retail em­
ployees)," John Graves, executive di­
rector of MEC, a public, non-profit 
group affiliated with 14 school dis­
tricts, colleges and universities. 

"Qualifications were not as high 
as they wbuldlikctobe." 

Students may also be better pre­
pared to advance Into management 
positions, Graves said. 

Both classes are still open for en­
rollment. Interested persons may 
contact the company's toll-free nunv 
bcr, 800-448-7614. 
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Sturdy, supple leather 

shoes for girls and 

boys. Leather uppers/ 

stitched rubber 

soles for durability 

and comfort. By Mitre, 

Si2es 8¼ to 3. 

Top right:' "Bandit", 

blackfroyaf. $40. 

Bottom right: "Sassy", 

White/purple/rose, $36. 
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• Wo welcome Jacobson's Charge end American £xpro«* 
Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 fun. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday Ami Saturday. 

Shop Sunday Noon to 6 *p.m. 


