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IN THE P A P E R 

TODAY 
High tech public safety: The city 
council has given the nod to pur
chasing a new computer system 
that will help police officers and 
firefighters be more effective./4A 

COUNTY NEWS 

Down and dirty: The Democratic 
race for Wayne County Sheriff be
tween incumbent Robert Ficano of 
Livonia and challenger Kevin Kel-
ley of Red ford Township is heating 
up./5A 
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Winner dinner: Make ahead meal 
perfect for casual, al fresco dining 
features recipes from the South-
field Senior Arts League 
Cookbook./IB 

Budget gourmet: Caterer shares 
tips for preparing wholesome, ele
gant meals with style./XB 
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SPORTS 

Michigan Mile: A field of 12 en
tered the state's richest thorough
bred horse race Saturday at Lad-
broke DRC in Livonia./'1C 

STREET SCENE 

Street Sense: Columnist Barbara 
Schiff discusses the various out
looks taken by the mental health 
professionals on homosexuality. 
/4B 

Alternative fare: Columnist John 
Monaghan provides a comprehen
sive review for fans of alternative 
films in the metro area./BB 
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The case against Kylleen Hargrave-thomas, charged 
with stabbing her boytriend to death and setting fire 
to his Westland home to hide the crime, began to un
fold during a preliminary examination in 21st District 
Court Friday. 

BY DARRKLL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

In a nearly packed courtroom, a hear
ing began Friday to determine if a 
Westland woman should stand trial on 
charges of murdering her 42-year-old 
boyfriend and setting his house afire to 
cover up the crime. 

Testimony continued throughout the 

day as Kylleen Hargtave-Thomas, 40, 
appeared in 18th District Court for a 
preliminary examination that will de
cide whether she should stand trial for 
the stabbing death of Manuel "Joe" 
Bernal J r , 42, of Westland. 

The unusually long hearing before 
Judge Gall McKnight is scheduled to 
continue on J lily 20. 

; Westland police arrested Hargrave-
Thomas on June 29 and charged her 
with first-degree murder and arson, cul
minating a nine-month investigation 
into the killing of Bernal, a' railroad 
track maintenance worker for Ford Mo-
torCo. 

The defendant remains jailed. 
McKnight has denied bond. 

Westland firefighters found Bernal, 
stabbed in the chest in his second-story 
bedroom at 625 Lansdowne, when they 
responded the morning of Oct.. 11 to a 
reported fire. A neighbor saw flames in 
the upstairs of Bernal's home, north of 

Cherry Hill Road between Newburgh 
and Wayne. «. 

"I looked out my kitchen window, 
and I saw that the bedroom was ablaze, 
afire." neighbor Eluabeth Kelly testi
fied Friday. 

Kelly went to Bernal's house, banged 
on a door wall with her fists and called 
his name, but got no response, she said. 

Kelly s husband telephoned fire
fighters, who found Bernal's body after 
they forced their way into his three-bed
room" home in a quiet, upscale neigh-
borhood near John Glenn High School. 

See HEARING, 2A 

The colors of summer 

ART EMAKVttfi/STAFT PHOTOGRAPHER 

Blooming colors: Summer is°the time for colorful flowers. Employee Melissa Hassen shows off the variety of the blossoms 
available at the Flower Station at Wayne and Ford roadsi '• "• ^ 

3a in 
BYDARRRLLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Andrew Spisak's sudden resignation 
from the Wayne-Westland school board 
has prompted at least three candidates 
to declare their interest In filling the va
cancy. 

The six remaining board members 
are expected to appoint Spisak's suc
cessor during a special session on 

SCHOOLS 

Wednesday, July 22. 
Former board member Mathew 

McCusker and board hopefuls John Al-
brecht and Kenneth Raupp plan to seek 
the post that Spisak quit Monday, 
amid lingering bitterness over the 
forced, retirement of former Superin-

tenent Dennis O'Neill. 
Spisak resigned during the first board 

meeting held since new Superintendent 
Larry Thomas started his job July 1. 
The same board majority that pres
sured O'Neill to step down chose 
Thomas for the district's top post. 

In resigning, Spisak suggested that 
the board appoint former board member 
Mathew McCusker as his successor. 

Voters ousted McCusker last year, but 
he nearly returned in a June 8 election 
that saw him place thvrd in an eight-
way race for two seats. 

McCusker was out of town and could 
not be reached for comment last week, 
but Spisak said he's certain McCusker 
plans to seek the vacancy. One year re-
malns on Spisak's four-year term. 

See VACANCY, 2A 

Educator stands firm on moral 
BY TAYLOR LINCOLN 
STAK? WRITER 

As'the .new principal at Lutheran 
Westland High School, Steven 
Schwecke takes a fundamental ap
proach towards social issues, advocat
ing that students abstain from poten

tially dangerous activities rather than 
exercising caution while participating 
In them. > "• : ' . 

"Premarital sex Is wrong and that's 
that. That takes care of some of the 
AIDS problem. Obviously the use of 
illegal drugs Is another way of spreading 

that, and that, too, is wrong,' 
Schwecke, who places himself at the 
stricter, or more conservative, end of the 
continuum of Lutheran philosophies. 

"I think the two major ways of getting 
AIDS can'be'avoided if your lifestyle re
flects what I consider the proper way of 

living" he said. . 
Schwecke became the principal of 

Lutheran Westland In mid-June, after 
spending! 2 years as a science teacher,, 
guidance counselor and principal at De-

• Sec PRINCIPAL, 2A 
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New college boardmember 

Philip Krauss 6f Westland has been elected to a 
three year term on, the Adrian College Alumni Asso
ciation board of directors' effective July 1. A 1982 
graduate of the college, he Is a financial eld adviser at 
Eastern Michigan University. Krauss had previously 
served as secretary of the alurhnl board of directors. 

Art contest winners* 

Four Wayne-Westland elementary students re
cently were awarded top honors for artwork In the . 
International Childrens'. Art Festival In Chongging, 
China. Contest winners' were Kim Quinnt10,bf Taft-
Galloway, Adam Salt, 10, Monroe, Jenhlfer Sander
son, 11, and Rachael Simpson", 9, both of Lincoln. 

PLACES & FACES 
Students from all over the world entered the con

test. Agnes Wert of Northviile translated the stu
dents'messages from English to Chinese and wrote 
explanations In Chinese characters on the original 
art work. The contest winners were recogniied last 
month by the board of education. 

Honor roll 

Michael Pennanen was recenty named to the honor 
roll at Lawrence Technological University for maln-
letnlnga 3.6 grade point average. He is a business 
administration major. 

Chevy scholarship 

Suzanne Hill, who recently graduated from John 
Glenn High School, received a $10,000 scholarship 
from the Greater.Detroit Chevrolet co Dealers. She 
plan9 to attend the University of Mlchigan-Deatborn 
In the fall. The scholarship is awarded to high school 
seniors whose parent(s) ts employed by a metro area 
Chevrolet eo dealership. 

The scholarship, awarded in four annual $2,500 
payments, U basi<jd on a personal interview, essay 
contest and evaluation of grade point averages and 
ACT scores. HIH Is the daughter of Dehor ah Searcy . 
of Wayne and Kenneth Hill of NorthvHIe'. Her stepfa
ther. Bob Searcy, Is employed at Stewart Chevrolet in 
Woodhaven. 
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trojt's' Lutheran West, one of LU' 
therar^ AVes'tland's four sister 
schools. 

He takes a hands-on. approach t ° 
high school administration; He 
taught science, classes, during his 
2½ year tenure as principal at Lu
theran West, and also acted a9 head 
football coach during part o f that 
time. • ' • • - . ' . . . ' ' 

"That was interesting,'* he said of 
attempting to juggle duties. as a 
principal and football coach. He 
does* not intend to take a coaching" 
position at Lutheran Westland, but 
says his involvement "will be a nat
ural." 

He cited a need for a change and 
the fact that Lutheran Westland is 
a sister school of Lutheran West as 
the two main factors in his decision 
to accept his new post. ' 

A Dearborn resident, Schwecke 
said he is a strong believer in the 
role of Christian schools in in
fluencing students' lifestyles. 

"Public schools work primarily 
on preparing students intellectually 
and physically for the future," he 
said. "We certainly work with the 
intellectual and physical develop
ment, but we emphasize spiritual 
development as well. It goes a step 
further than the public school." 

An unambiguous interpretation 
of, the Biole in su*ch issues as abor-' 
tion, and a strong adherence to diSt 
cipllne are among Schwecke's lead
ership philosophies.. 
. Regarding a hypothetical ln-class'. 
abortion'discussion, he- says:. ' ' I 
think the direction that would be 
taken would be a Christian perspec
tive. For some people, if jt.-feels 
right, do it. It's more of a me-rae 
attitude. 

"A Christian perepective is, 
'What does the bible-day about 
abortion?' Obviously, the bible says 
abortion ia not a woman's choice. 
There is more involved at the con
ception — a human being is being 
formed, and abortion would be con
sidered murder," he said. 

Regarding discipline, Schwecke 
advocates forgiveness, but not with
out punishment. 

"Discipline, I think, is very' im
portant. Rules, whjeh *ery few peo
ple like, especially high school stu
dents, are set to enhance the learn
ing environment," he commented. 

"Sometimes students get the idea 
that because this is a Christian 
school, if they make a mistake you 
are supposed to forgive the person, 
which is true. . .But students who 
break the rules have to bear the 
consequences," he added. 

Heading the Classes: After a teaching career, Steven Schwecke is bringing a no-nonsense attitu 
as Lutheran High School Westland principal. ' + 
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Firefighter Martin Reddy testi
fied that smoke had filled Bernal's 
bedroom and that visibility was im
possible when he entered the room 
about 7:30 a.m. Friday, Oct. 11. 
• After a window was opened and 
the smoke had cleared somewhat, 
Reddy found Bemal's body lying 
face down on his-bed. Reddy pulled 
him from the room into a hallway, 
where authorities first noticed the 
stab wound to Bernal's chest. 

Westland police have said they 
believe Hargrave-Thomas killed 
Bemal and then set his house ab
laze in an attempt to cover up the 
murder. But her attorney, Rehe Al
bert Cooper, has said that the de
fendant "maintains very' strongly 

Vacancy 

• 'I looked out my kitchen window, and 1 saw 
that theTbedroom was ablaze, afire.' 

Elizabeth Kelly 
neighbor. 

her innocence in this case." 
Westland fire marshal Robert 

Perry testified Friday that when au
thorities examined Bernal's body 
on the scene, "There was a consid
erable amount of blackness, charr
ing and body damage done by the 
fire." 

The fire was limited to the bed
room — and more specifically to the 
bed and the area immediately sur

rounding it, Perry said. 
Perry said the knife that was ap

parently used to kill Bernal was 
found on the floor, near the bed. 

On Friday, - Hargrave-Thomas, 
wearing a white dress with black 
polka-dots, showed little emotion 
as she came into the courtroom. 
Family members and friends of 
both Hargrave-Thomas and Bernal 
watched the hearing. 

Bernal's father, Manuel, took the 
stand briefly Friday, but only to 
testify that he had identified his 
son's body. 

Westland police arrested Har
grave-Thomas on the morning of 
June 29, a Monday, as she was driv
ing from her Westland residence to 
work in Livonia. During an arraign
ment that afternoon, she stood 
mute and a plea of not guilty was 
entered on her behalf. 

If tried and convicted, she could 
face life in prison without parole for 
first-degree murder and a maximum 
of 20 years for arson. 

Police said she and Bernal had 
been romantically involved about 
six months prior to his death. 
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„ Albrecht, who placed fifth in the 
June 8 election, told the Observer 
on Thursday that he will submit 
his name to the school board for 
consideration. AltJrecht also lost an 

.election bid last year. 
% Regardless of who's appointed, 
•yAlbrecht said he hopes the process 
•'^oes smoothly. 
'• T m ' n o t going to get caught up in 
a circus," he said. "I want this to be 
a nice, professional appointment." 
'. Raupp, who placed seventh in the 
June 8 election, had not heard of 
{Spisak's resignation when contact

ed last week by the Observer. But 
he decided immediately that he will 
seek the post. 

"I would like to get on the board. 
I think I could be a good represent
ative for people out there who don't 
have a voice right now," Raupp 
said. 

However, he had little hope that 
he would win the seat, saying he 
learned even prior to the June elec
tion that current board members 
don't support him. 

Two other candidates in last 
month's election said they will not 

apply for the board post. Ousted in
cumbent Sylvia Kozorosky-Wlacek 
and candidate Steven Lind said 
they're not interested. 

"Now that the voters have spoken 
and 1 lost the election, I feel, like the 
whole world ha9 been lifted from my 
shoulders," Kozorosky-Wiacek 
said. 

Lind, when asked if he would 
seek the seat, said, "Absolutely not. 
I tfiink I'm through. I'm enjoying 
being back, with my family again." 

Lind appeared frustrated by 
Wayne.\Vestland politics, and he 

questioned why voters would oust 
McCusker one year and nearly vote 
him back into office the next. Lind 
has strongly opposed McCusker 
and other now-departed board 
mombers who supported the 
O'Neill administration. 

"I'm so disgusted with the way 
things are ih this district," he said, 
referring to McCusker's near-come
back. 

The board is expected to choose 
Spisak's successor during a special 
session scheduled for 7 p.m. July 
22. ' : 
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Sign-Up Now! 

Redford Union 
Schools 

Pearson Education Center 

592-3376 
Take the 1st Step... 

Classes start Jury 13th 
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LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOL 
15125 Farmington Road 

LIVONIA, MICHIGAN 48154 

The Livonia Pobtlc Schools Board of Education, Livonia. Michigan hereby In
vites the submission of sealed bids on 

A NEWLY CONSTRUCTED HOME LOCATED AT 
9269LAMONT 

LIVONIA, MICHIOAN 

the minimum bid accepted will be $91,000. Terms are cash to conventional 
mortgage. 10% down on conventional mortgage. A b% bid bond or certified 
theck must accompany each bid. 
Bids will be received until 100 p.m. on the 27th day of July, 1992 at the office of 

' the Board of Education, 15)25 Farmington Road. Livonia, Michigan, at the 
•attention of Arthur W. Howell. At this time and place all bids wilt be publicly 
opened and read. 
Home will be open for viewing on Wednesday. July 15 and Wednesday, July 22, 
1992 from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
For any additional Information please contact Mr. Steve Smith at the Career 
Center at 953-3900. - . -
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On ice 
Skating offers thrills, chills 

Off the Id.e: Bethann Kinard ties her skates as she prepares to hit the ice at Westland 
Sports Arena. 

Splrallng: 
Amye Lauth, 
arms and one 

leg 
outstretched 

as she 
balances on 

one foot, per
forms what is 

called "the 
spiral" in fig
ure skating.. 

BYDARRKLLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Brrrrr! It's an icy summer in 
Westland. 

But the summer chill can't be 
blamed on a volcanic eruption, a bi
zarre Arctic blast or any other envj. 
ronmental quirk or crisis. 

And no, don t̂ build a fire or pull 
a winter coat out of the closet. 

Chill out. The wintry air can sim
ply be blamed on a skating program 
at the Westland Sports Arena that 
has attactcd participants not only 
from Westland, but from such cities 
as Livonia, Northville, Novi. Belle
ville, Canton Township, Redford 
Township and even as far away as 
Toledo. 

Hundreds of figure skaters are 
taking to the ice for the summer 
program that has drawn partici
pants ranging in age from 3 years 
old to 71. 

"We've got people of all ages who 
come here to skate," said Tammy 
Hombirg, arena manager and figure 

• 'We've got people 
of a|l ages who come 
here to skate.' 

Tammy Hombirg 
arena manager and figure 

skating director 

skating director. "They come from 
all over." 

The skaters come to the West-
land Sports Arena. 6210 N. Wild-
wood near Ford Road, to practice 
their skating techniques or to learn 
from instructors that teach one-on-
one and also in group sessions. 

Apparently many people like to 
feel a little touch of the cold during 
the summer months. And jumping 
into a 6wimming pool isn't the only 
alternative. ' 

The skating program has shown 
tremendous promise since It was 
started last year, climbing in enroll
ment from 421 participants to 525 
— a 104-person increase, Hombirg 
said. . 

"Most of the skaters take private^ 
lessons from private instructors,'!^ 
she said. • 

Participants signed up tor figure-
skating in March, though anyone 
who's still interested should call 
the arena at 729-4560. 

The figure skating occurs from" 
7:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. on Monday 
through Thursday, and from 7:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Friday. 

And if you're not necessarily 
trying to improve your figure-skat
ing technique, but merely want to 
go for a few spin9 — and perhaps & 
few falls — on the ice, there's ari-r 

other program. 

Skating for the general public is 
available from 4 to 5:45 p.m. Fri
days and from 1 to 2:45 p.m. Satur
days and Sundays. Rates are $2.26. 
for students and $2.50 for adult*. 
Skate rentals are $1.50. 

Hombirg said that anyone want' 
ing more information about the 
skating programs should telephone 
the arena. . • 
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Bundled up: Shannon 
Boren, dressed more for 

winter than summer, per
forms figure eights as she 

skates in the Westland 
Sports Arena. 

NOBODY, BUT NOBODY 
GUARANTEES THEIR 

WINDOWS LIKE... 

WALLSIDE 
35-YEAR FREE 

IN-HOME SERVICE 
| (Includes Labor and Materials) 

We manufacture and install our windows 
only, so we're able to back thenv belt r 
lhan the competit ion far bet ted 

Another o/eat feature of our guarantee is 
thai i t 's transferable Only Wa' is ide 
assures vf>u of trouble free cos! free 
beautiful windows for 35 years' 

Vinyl Replacement 
Windows 

With ^ ¾ ¾ Giass 
Serving You 
Since 1944 

OR mttWST 

HOV. %M" ,-

FOR A 
FREE IN-HOME 
ESTIMATE CALL. 

Low As 
PElTwJNDOW INSTALLED 

' . ( ] • . - • , H , : ; • • « • • • 

292-4400 

27000 Trolliy Induitriol Dr., Taylor, Ml 4*160 
CALL TOLL F*K VSOO-321-7800 
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