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TODAY 
Power outage: The Observer & . 
Eccentric's Livonia office was 
without power from midnight 
Thursday until after 6p.m. Friday 
because of a disconnected cable. 
The power outage also took down 
our phone system. We apologize 
for any inconvenience to our read
ers and customers who were un
able to reach us. 

No choice: One school board 
member is upset about the state-
mandated schools-of-choice 
program./2k 

Valentine dance: Some 500 fa
thers and daughters enjoyed a 
Westland tradition Thursday./3A 

COUNTY NEWS 

Feds to the rescue: A grant of 
more than $125 million will be 
used to cleanup the Rouge River 
throughout 48 communities in the 
tri-county area./7A 

TASTE 

Carnival time: Join the party, put 
on a pot of gumbo, and invite 
friends over for a Mardi Gras 
feast/IB 

Wine column: Serve champagne 
or sparkling wine with Louisiana-
style crabmeat, crawfish, shrimp 
or oyster entrees./IB 

STREET SCENE 

Going solo: For Daniel Ash, it 
sometimes feels like he's been 
playing his songs for decades. . . 
with others. Now the singer/ 
songwriter/ guitarist is taking a 
timeout from his work with Love 
& Rockets to focus on his solo 
career./SB 

SPORTS 

Cage action: Area teams jockey 
for position in the Western Lakes 
Activities Association playoffs/1C 
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Father to stand trial in robbery 
Judge McKnight wants to deliver a message that gun
men will be dealt with harshly if caught robbing re-
taikrs^Tltejudgeralso^iMMt^at^ragB^ere a Jhctor-
in the recent robbery of a Meijer store, ordered arsus-
pecttobetried. • 

B Y DAHRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Westland father of three has 
been ordered to stand trial amid 
charges he robbed the Westland 
Meijer store at gunpoint. 

Statements made Thursday in 18th 
District Court indicated that Gary 

Michael Crill, 27, had a crack cocaine 
problem when the Meijer store at 
Warren and Newburgh roads was 
robbed at 4:52 a.m. Jan. 30. 

The case prompted 18th District 
Judge Gail McKnight to comment 
during Crill's preliminary examina
tion Thursday that drugs "are tearing 

at the guts of the community." 
McKnight ordered Crill to stand 

trial in Detroit Recorder's Court for 
' armed roBBery"and TTelony firearms'' 
charge after a Meijer cashier testified 
Thursday that Crill robbed her at 
gunpoint while she was working. 

Cashier Lisa Christine Deman tes
tified' that Crill bought a pack of 
chewing gum before he pulled a gun, 
robbed her and escaped with money 
that police said totaled $374. 

"He had a gun out, and he put it to 
my ribs," Deman said, adding that 

Crill told her, "Give me all your mon
ey." 

Crill's family members sat in the 
courtroom~Thursday,' Md his mother " 
wept during much of the hearing. 

"For the family, this is a very tragic 
situation and a very heart-rending 
situation," McKnight said from the 
bench. 

After Crill was ordered to stand tri
al, his mother began sobbing loudly 
as she left the courtroom, though oth
ers tried to comfort her. 

See TRIAL, 2A 

ART £MANUELE/STAFP PHOTOGRAPHER 

Just for kids: A popular place at the Ford-Radcliff McDonald's is the children's indoor "playground." Enjoying the 
equipment are Colin Flora, 3, (left), Jacob Norman, 4. 

Clinic staffer accused of molestation 
B Y DAHRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A 34-year-old Westland woman tes
tified Thursday that she was molest
ed while receiving physical therapy 
from a temporary worker at the West-
land Medical Clinic. 

Her testimony has resulted in the 
worker, Shahid Iqbal of Madison 
Heights, being ordered to stand trial 
in Detroit -Recorder's Court on one 
count of fourth-degree criminal sexu
al conduct. 

The woman, who asked that only 
her first name, Linda, be used, testi
fied that she was molested while lying 
on a clinic bed — virtually undressed 
— as Iqbal massaged her for arthritis 
in her neck. 

It was her third visit to the clinic, 
but the first time that her therapy 
had been administered by Iqbal, she 
said. 

"He put both of his hands on my 
breasts, and he massaged me, and he 
molested me," she said. "I told him to 
stop. I was very humiliated. I was 
very intimidated. I was scared." 

Linda testified that Iqbal also put 
his hands inside her panties, even 
though she told him to stop. He 
refused, leaned over and kissed her on 
the face, she testified. 

"He kissed my cheek and told me 
how young and beautiful I was," she 
said. 

Iqbal had been working at the clin
ic, on Merriman south of Palmer, on a 

temporary basis, and Dec. 22 — the 
day of the alleged offense — was his 
last day there, said Westland police 
Sgt. Michael Terry. 

Linda testified that she dressed 
and left the clinic, but that Iqbal fol
lowed her into the parking lot and to 
her-van, where he apologized and told 
her that he was a professional. 

"I became very scared," she said. "I 
didn't know what he was doing." 

Following Linda's testimony, 18th 
District Judge Gail McKnight ruled 
that Iqbal should stand trial in Re
corder's Court, even though his attor
ney, Lawrence Buckfire, argued that 
there was "no evidence of force or 
coercion" by Iqbal. 

Iqbal, who is free on a $3,000 bond, 

could face a maximum sentence of 
two years in prison if convicted of 
fourth-degree criminal sexual con
duct. He is scheduled to be arraigned 
in Recorder's Court on Feb. 25. A trial 
date has not been set. 

The complainant said she believes 
that the alleged confrontation with 
Iqbal in the clinic parking lot may 
have been witnessed by others. She 
has asked that persons with informa
tion contact Sgt. Terry at the West-
land Police Department's detective 
bureau, 721-6311. 

Linda also said she hopes that her 
case will inspire others who may be 
victims of molestation to come for
ward. 

"It's OK to tell," she said. 

Warmbier demands 'hit list' rumor, source 
B Y DAHRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A Wayne-Westland school trustee 
has demanded that a union repre
senting principals' reveal how it 
learned pf a rumored "hit list" pf ad
ministrators that Superintendent 
Larry Thomas supposedly wants to 
fire. ' • ' - • • « . 

Trustee Fred Warmbier' has sug
gested the school board should file a 

state Freedom of Information Act re
quest amid hopes of forcing the prin
cipals' union to reveal the rumor's 
source. 

The union representing principals 
has demanded that Thomas provide 
the administrators with a copy of the 
supposed "hit list," which the super
intendent has categorically denied he 
ever made. 

The union also has filed a com

plaint with the Michigan Employ
ment Relations Commission, asking 
that Thomas be forced to reveal the 
purported list. Thomas is consulting 
with the district's attorneys about the 
controversy. 

Thomas has indicated that some 
administrators — resistant to 
changes that he has proposed since 
becoming superintendent July 1 — 
have fallen victim to unfounded ru

mors that he wants to fire them. 
Amid Thomas' denial of a hit list, 

Warmbier suggested during a bdard 
meeting Thursday that principals are ' 
asking Thomas "to do the impossi
ble" by demanding a list that may not 
exist. 

Warmbier didn't get immediate 
support from other board members.' 

See WARMBIER, 2A 

Deadline extended 
Property owners have another two weeks to pay 

their property taxes. City of Westland finance di
rector Michael Gorman said the city council has 
extended the deadline from today (Monday) to 
Monday, March 1. 

Meeting changed 
The Westland City Council will meet Tuesday 

night Instead of tonight (Monday) because City 
Hall was closed for Presidents Day. The meeting 
will start at 7 p.m. in the city hall council cham
bers. 

On the agenda is a recommendation from the 
Local Officers Compensation Commission to raise 
the salary of the mayor and council members by 7 
percent over the next two years. Mayor Robert 

PLACES & FACES 
Thomas already said he will refuse to accept the 
raise. The raise for the council will be implement
ed next month unless the council formally rejects 
the pay hike. 

Other agenda items include approval of the 
preprogramming of federally funded block grant 
projects and the appointment of Marsha Bianconl 
to the economic development corporation. 

The council is also scheduled to present a certi
ficate of appreciation to Mervin Simpkins and 
Richard Hanoker who served nearly nine years 
each on the Municipal Service Bureau board of 
directors. The mayor didn't reappoint them for 
new terms. 

Open house 
The William Ford Voc-Tech Center will hold ah 

open house Wednesday evening to show off its 
programs and equipment. The event will be 6:30-9 
p.m. in the center on Marquette between Wayne 
Road and Newburgh. 

Town Hall 
- Mayor Thomas' next Town Hall appearance will 
be 7 p.m. Thursday, March 11, in the Liberty Park 
seniors apartment clubhouse on Hunter between 
Wayne Road and Central City Parkway. It is open 
to the public. Thomas started the monthly meet
ings nearly three years ago to allow residents to 
question him and his department heads. 
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Officials address fears 
related to school choice 
B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school offi
cials have erased fears that stu
dents who enroll in schools out
side of their attendance area 
could be forced to move out in 

, mid-year because of classroom 
overcrowding. 

A-newly- approved plan would 
guarantee students a seat in their 
school of choice for the entire year 
— if they .have attended the 
school for at least 10 weeks. * 

The plan, approved Thursday 
by "the school board, has resolved 
the district's "schools of choice" 
dilemma for the 1993-94 school 
year, although some board mem
bers still have reservations about 
it- . • • . 

Some school officials fear that 
to guarantee students a seat in a 
school outside of their attendance 
area could mean that there might 
not be room for other pupils who 
move into the neighborhood. 

New students moving in — 
even across- the street from a 
school— could be told to attend 
another school because of over

crowding, officials said. 
"There's a question as to 

whether we could legally do that," 
conceded Bill Taylor, the dis
trict's associate superintendent 
for employee services. 

School officials say it's unlikely 
such a situation would occur. 

"But could it happen? Abso-
. lutely," Taylor said. 

The school board last Monday 
had rejected a "schools of, choice" 
plan that gave students no 
guarantees that they could finish 
the school year at a school outside 
of their home attendance area. 

The board, demanding that 
students be guaranteed seats in 
their schools of choice after a cer
tain point, sent the plan back to a 
committee of parents and ad
ministrators. 

In a compromise move, the 
committee chose to guarantee 
students a seat after they have at
tended a school for 10 weeks — 
regardless of enrollment shifts or 
overcrowding. 

Some board members, however, 
remain concerned that some stu
dents who have long attended 

Trial frontpage 1A 

Crill could face a maximum 
sentence of life in prison if con
victed of armed robbery. He will 
face a mandatory two-year term if 
found guilty on the felony fire
arms charge. ' 

The robber fled the Meijer Store 
after the robbery; Crill was arrest
ed a half-hour hater when Livonia 
police stopped an alleged getaway 
vehicle on the Jeffries Freeway at 
Middlebelt, police said. 

Livonia police turned Crill over 
to the Westland police, who found 
$374 and a .25-caliber semiauto
matic handgun in the car, West-
land Detective Sgt. Marc Stobbe 
has said. 

In court Thursday, CriU's attor
ney, Anthony Seaman, asked 
McKnight to reduce a $100,000 
bond that has kept Crill in jail 
since his arrest. 

"I do not believe that Mr. Crill 
poses any threat to the communi
ty," Seaman told McKnight. "I 
beg the court to reduce bond to a 
manageable level." 

Warmbier 

But assistant Wayne County 
prosecutor Charles Grant told 
McKnight he would vehemently 
oppose any bond reduction be
cause the robber had placed 
Meijer customers and employees 

r"atrisk." 
McKnight sided with Grant, 

saying she feared-Crill might flee 
if she lowered his bond. 

"The probability is overwhelm
ing that he will be sent to prison 
tot this matter," McKnight said, 
adding that Crill would have "a 
strong incentive not to reappear" 
in court. ' • . • . ' • 

McKnight also Sent a strong 
message that armed robberies will 
be dealt with harshly because, 
"The heartland of this communi
ty is its stores." 

Westland's commercial stores 
draw thousands of shoppers not 
only from Westland, but also 
from many neighboring communi
ties. 

Crill has been scheduled to ap
pear in Recorder's Court for a 
Feb. 25 arraignment. A trial date 
has not been set. 

from page 1A 

Moreover, his remarks Bparked a 
dispute with his colleagues, who 
said he shouldn't discuss the vol
atile issue in a public meeting be
cause of possible legal ramifica
tions. 
; But Warmbier, visibly angered 
by the principals' position, 
refused to back down, even 
though the board's vice president, 
;Vicki Welty, told hi,m during the 
meeting that he was "out of or
der" for discussing the issue. 
- Warmbier told other board 
members that the principals' 
claims have called into question 
"the integrity of every board 
member here." 
- There were previous reports 
that Thomas compiled a "hit list" 
during a closed-door meeting at
tended by some board members. 
But Thomas has strongly denied 
he has identified administrators 
to be fired. 

! Thomas has indicated that gen
eral remarks he made about eval
uating administrators have been 
taken out of context. 

However, the district's princi
pals have unanimously endorsed 
efforts to secure any purported 
"hit list," saying they want to 
protect themselves in the event 
that the list does exist. 
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Open House 1:00-700 P.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 25, 1993 
Elementary school information meeting 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

21 Years of Excellence 

We offer highest qualty: 
V Preschool classes 
V Kindergarten 
V FuN day chHd care 
V Elementary school 
•j* Summer programs 

Dearborn Heights Montessori Center 
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schools outside of their atten
dance area are receiving preferen
tial treatment. Those students for 
years have been "grandfathered" 
into their, schools of choice. ' 

"I don't agree with that. I have 
a personal -problem with that/' 
school trustee Richard LeBlanc 
said. 
_ Even so, he supported the plan 
because the committee had 
worked long hours on it. 

The only board member to vote 
against the proposal was presi
dent Leonard Posey, who said he 
didn't agree that local districts 
have been forced by the state to 
develop a schools of choice plan; 

He called schools of choice "a 
piece of garbage" and said he 
wishes the district "could put it 
'in a trash can." 
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Trial ordered in crack case 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Ah Inkster man accused of 
selling crack cocaine to under
cover Westland police officers 
has been ordered to stand trial 
in Detroit Recorder's Court on 
drug charges. ' 

Joseph Anthony Hamilton, 
19, also faces trial amid charges 
he had a sawed-off shotgun hid
den in the trunk of his car when 
police arrested him. . . 

He was ordered to stand trial' 
Thursday after he chose to 
waive a preliminary examina
tion before 18th District Judge 
Gail McKnight. 

Hamilton also has been 
charged with selling cocaine in 
Wayne. His preliminary exami
nation in Wayne's 29th District 
Court has been scheduled for 
Wednesday. 

If convicted, he could face a 
maximum sentence of 20 years 
in prison for selling cocaine and 
up to five years for the weapons 
charge, said Sgt. Timothy 
Abramski of the Westland po-'. 
lice drug-enforcement unit.' 

Hamilton already had been 
placed on probation for cocaine 
possession stemming from 
charges last March in Garden 
City, Abramski said. He didn't 
serve * any jail time on that 
charge because it was his first 
offense^police said. 

Pending trial, Hamilton re
mained in the county jail last 
week and would have to post 
bonds totaling $50,000 to be re
leased from custody. He has 
pleaded not guilty. :, 

Hamilton was arrested on the 
night of Feb. 4 amid allegations 
he 'sbld: crack cocaine to under

cover police officers. He was ar-»*» 
rested in his car near the inters? 
section of Cherry Hill and Mer»«£ 
riman, where the sawed-off,': 
shotgun was found in his trunk, 
police said. 

The investigation also has re
sulted in misdemeanor charges 
of attempted marijuana posses
sion against Hamilton and an
other defendant, David Earl 
Williams, 32, of Ypsilanti, 
Abramski said. 

Hamilton will be tried in Re
corder's Court because the co
caine and weapons changes are 
felonies. Williams' case, howev
er, will be handled locally ir£L 
18th District Court because t h £ : 
charge against him is only C* 
misdemeanor, police said. ~-

Williams has been released-
from custody after posting, 
bond. '•! 

Pay off your year. 
end expenses ' 
with our special i 
rate Hoiiday Loan. 

A.P.R. 
Special rate 
good thru 
Feb.28,1993 

Consolidate your billS and save. 
If you need money to pay off yourHoliday 

expenses, get ah affordable, low interest loan 
from Credit Union ONE, Our 9.75%* rate is 
much lower than department store credit 
cards, so you can save money by using your 
loan fo pay them off. And with a fixed rate 
you're guaranteed this low rate throughout 
the full term of the loan. 

A simplel2-month loan. 
This special, closed-end signature loan has 

a maximum term of 12 months. You make set 
payments each month. The minimum loan 
amount is $1,500. 

Its Basy...you can even apply by 
phone. 

So, start the new year out right with the cash 
you need by taking advantage of this special 
promotion, good through January 31,1993. 
It's easy...you can even apply over the phone. So 
give us a call, or stop by any of our convenient 
Credit Union ONE locations. 

Membership open through one of our affiliates. 

Credit Union ONE 
Detroit Medical Center 832-7030 • Ferndale 398-1210 • Macomb Township 566-1300 • Royal Oak 288-5010 • Shelby 
Township 254-5560 • Southwest-Detroit 849-0080 • Sterling Heights 978-7181 • Troy 879-5800 * Westland 425-1520 

•Annual 
Percentage Rate 

NCUA 

Everyone 
knows someone with 

diabetes. 
Fourteen million Americans 
are living with diabetes. 
Unfortunately, more 
than half do not know 
they have it because 
diabetes can strike 
silently. Many will 
first learn about 
diabetes when they 
are treated for one. 
of its complications 
- kidney disease, 
blindness, 
amputation, heart 
disease or stroke. 
Know" the early warn
ing signs of frequent 
urination, unusual 

thirst, extreme hunger, 
frequent infections 

or blurred vision. 
While there is no cure 

for diabetes, every 
day research 
brings hope. 

The American 
Diabetes 

Association is 
the nation's 

leader in the 
fight against 

diabetes -
funding 

research, 
education and 

patient services. 

14 million reasons 
to find a cure. 

Jbrm, 
American 
Diabetes 

•Association. 

Until there's a cure, there's the American Diabetes Association. 
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If s tradition 
Dads, daughters 
dance night away 
S ome 600 fathers and 

young daughters enjoyed 
the city of Westland's 
12th-annual daddy-

daughter dance Thursday night at 
Bailey Recreation Center. 

They square danced, had their 
free Polaroid photos taken and 
enjoyed punch, cookies and candy 
for. the traditional Valentine 
event. 

While fathers accounted for 
most of the: men at the event, 
there were several grandfathers on 

hand, said Barbara' Strauss, 
spokeswoman for'the city's parks' 
and recreation department which 
sponsored the dance. 

Strauss "added"tfiaf Tthe city's" 
mother-son dance, which used to. 
be held close to Sweetest Day in 
mid-October before it was 
dropped several years ago, may be 
resurrected if there is enough in
terest. 

If so, moms may call Strauss at 
722-7620 during business hours. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY ANN HEALEY Dancing duo: Jennifer Nowicki and father Steve enjoyed 
Enjoying dance: Doug Page gives his daughter Jessica, 8, a big lift during a break of the daddy-daughter dance at the daddy-daughter dance Thursday night. fc 

Bailey Recreation Center. ^^m^mm^^mm^mm^m——mmmmm—mm^mm—mm—mmmmmm—^mmmm—mm^mmmi^m 

Taking a break: Stevie Helse, 8, rests her tired feet during a break of the daddy-
daughter dance. 

Take the road to 
higher earning. 

CMU in Greater Detroit 

Seven locations 

Dearborn 
441-5300 

Flint 
235-7530 

Livonia 
464-5900 

Mount Clemens 
228^-3160 

Southfield 
357-8600 

Troy 
244-1240 

Warren 
558-4300 

Leammore. Earn more. Enroll in CMU's undergraduate 
or graduate degree programs for working adults. 

• Evening and weekend classes 
• Year-round admission 
• Seven convenient locations 

Bachelor of Science in Administration 
rlndus1naT Administration " 
• Organization Administration 
• Service Sector Administration 

Bachelor of Science in Community Development 
• Public Administration 

Master of Science in Administration 
• General Administration 
• Health Services Administration 
• Human Resources Administration 
• Public Administration 

( l M K \1 M l ( UK. W I 
Foot looto? David Jadczak fixes the strap of daughter Elizabeth's shoe during the 
annual Valentine dance. 


