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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Happy birthday:Linco/n School 
opened its 50th anniversary cele-

~^eM&hrMenday. Students and 
teachers have a full week of activi­
ties planned. / 3 A 

OPINION 

Fatal flaws: Its many flaws 
should spell doom for passage of 
the school property tax reform 
"plan, Proposal A, on the June 2 
ballot. / 1 6 A 

§P<3>RJS 

Baseball test:Churchill tries to 
rebound in a Western Division 
showdoWn Wednesday against 
Plymouth Canton. / I B 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Big Screen: Irene Worth stars as 
Grandma, the unforgiving matri­
arch of the Kurnitz household, in 
"Lost in Yonkers." Catch John 
Monaghan's review. /OB 

BUSINESS 
Kings of Kemei:Brothers Robert 
and Richard Jasgur left good jobs 
two decades ago to give the pop-
cornbusiness a try. After a slow 
start and several setbacks, busi­
ness is finally popping — to the 
tune of some $3 million. / 1 0 B 

For sale:T7iere are 16 former Com-
erica Bank sites on the sales block 
in Wayne and Oakland counties. 
The buildings were vacated after 
Comerica merged with Manufac­
turers Bank. / 1 0 B 

SUBURBAN LIFE 

Remember\ng:Christina Mackey 
has found a way of remembering 
her uncle who died of AIDS. She 
created a panel, one of 2,400 such 
panels of the national AIDS quilt 
that are on display at Cobo Hall 
thro ugh Sunday. / 1 C 

CREATIVE LIVING 

Flying high:A fabric sculpture by a 
St. Clair Shores artist now 
brightens the Livonia Civic Center 
Library A trium. / I D 
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Plan takes city 
Tl\e council agreed to scaled-down proposal which 
would allow for construction of a large Kroger super-
marifet and smaUer businesses. Deleted from an ear̂ ^̂  
er proposal was a Sam's Warehouse building. Area 
homeowners 'are. pleased with the council's action. 

• 1993 Suburban Communications Corporation 

Related editorial, 16A 

B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

It appears Westland residents will 
be going Krogering, after all, at a 
super store on Ford Road. ' 

The supermarket giant has won an; 
emotional battle to build a 60,006-
aquare-foot store on the northwest 
corner of Ford and Central City Park­
way, across the street from, city hall. 

The proposal received preliminary 
approval Monday in a 5-2 vote of the 
city council. The decision came after 
developers dramatically scaled back 

their earlier plans and converted 
once-furious residents to their cause. ;' 

'Amid strong pressure from resi­
dents, the council in .December unan­
imously rejected a. proposal: for a new-
Kroger, a Sam's Warehouse and other 
businesses that would have occupied 
35 acres. . ^ 

v. Bowing ,-to citizen opposition, 
. Farmlngton sHifts-based developef 
American Realty, unveiled -a revised 
plan Monday calling for 12 acres of 
commercial development facing Ford 
Road. The remaining 23 acres have 
been pegged for single-family houses 
or condominiums. 

"I.would have neighbors — not a 
parking lot," Dowling Street resident 
Dal? Bums said Monday; addressing 
the council in support of the project; 

,• Sam's Warehouse 'jjas betjn 
dropped from the plan •— atdecisipn 
that residents supported. Kroger 
would be the main anchor for six to 
eight other businesses, including a 
Boston Chicken restaurant. 

A- residential developer" will 'be 
sought to build some 90 single-family 
residences on 23 acres of the 35-acre 
site, said American Realty represent-

See KROGER, 4A 

Active player: This woman reflects the popularity of bingo games and the intensity of players. Games are heM inhteveral 
local halls to raise money for civic and service organizations. The proceeds ar&thenused to support community service 
programs. This woman likes her bingo at the Joy Manor on Joy, east ofMiddlebett "< ; 

Schools committee launches Proposal A push 
B Y LEONARD POGER 
EDITOR 

A Wayne-Westland school district 
committee Monday launched its edu­
cational campaign to urge voters to 
support Proposal A in the special 
June 2 state election. 

If approved, the proposal would cut 

local school property tax rates, in­
crease the state sales tax rate, guar­
antee school districts a minimum fig­
ure for the next school year and limit 
future property assessment increases. 

The proposal, initiated by Gov. 
John Engler two months ago, has 
been formally supported by the 

Wayne-Westland school board. 
Monday night, the board's leaders 

met with a campaign committee 
made up of school employees and 
others to plan an informational cam­
paign. 

Most of the information will be 
publications and a video provided by 

be the statewide committee. It will 
supplemented by local data. 

Co-chairs of the campaign commit 
tee are school board; members Leon 
ard Posey and Laurel Raisanen. Oth 
ers discussing the financial and edu 

See PROPOSAL A, 4A 

3 Glenn seniors appointed to West Point 
Three John Glenn High School 

seniors, including two women, have 
accepted prestigious appointments to 
the Military Academy at West Point. 

The three are Karen Deschaine, 
Pamela Kolongowski and Ryan Zan-
tow, announced U.S. Rep. William 
Ford, D-Ypsilanti, whose district in­
cludes western Wayne County and 
eastern Washtenaw County. 

He said the selection to various ser­
vice academies climaxes a year-long 

application process monitored by his 
office. 

The students were picked by the re­
spective academies after Ford includ­
ed them in a pool of nominees cleared 
by his military academy screening 
committee. 

Ford said that the common quali­
ties of the successful applicants are 
top academic grades, community ser­
vice and leadership in their commun­

ities and schools. 
Roy Chestnut, Glenn's counseling 

department chairman, said that the 
appointments mark the first time 
that the school has had three Seniors 
accepted for one service academy in 
the same year and that two women 
are among the appointments. 

Chestnut Baid Zantow, ranked first 
in his senior class, has accumulated a 
4.125 grade-point average, is on the 
track and cross country teams and 

completed advanced math classes at 
University of Michigan-Dearborn. 

Deschaine, third in her graduating 
class, has a 4.081 grade-point average, 
and competed on the track and gym­
nastics teams. 

KolongowBki, with a 3.828 GPA, is 
student council president and a track 
team member. 

Chestnut added the three are also 
active in other school groups. 

Concert coming 

String students at five Wayne-Westland ele­
mentary schools will perform in their annual 
spring concert at 7 p.m. today at Marshall Junior 
High School, on Bayview east of Wayne Road. The 
students are from Elliott, Hicks, Stottlemyer, Lin­
coln and Monroe Schools and will be directed by 
music teacher Allan Freebum. The 80 students 
will play a range of selections, from classical to 
country, Freebum said. 

Getting a ride 
Wayne-Westland district preschoolers are 

scheduled for a motorcycle sidecar ride today at 
the Wilson preschool center, thanks to the Motor 

PLACES & FACES 
City Harley Owners' Group chapter. The cycle and 
sidecar is being provided by Jim Savllle of Motor 
City Harley Davidson, on Inkster Road near Joy, 
Westland. The preschoolers are in the classes of 
Barbara Janeczko and Betty Zoumbaris. 

Joins vets' group 
Cheryl A. Vatcher of Westland has been named 

Michigan Paralyzed Veterans of America public 
relations coordinator and editor of its publication. 
The MPVA chapter is based in an office on Ford 
and Henry Ruff, Garden City. Vatcher, who re­

ports to MPVA executive director John Etherton, 
is a free-lance writer and photographer. She has a 
bachelor of science degree as legal assistant from 
Madonna University and associate's degrees from 
Madonna and Vincennes University in Indiana. 

Shelter supported 
The Western Wayne County Family Shelter, lo­

cated in Westland, will receive a gift of new house­
hold items, thanks to the Zonta Club of Dearborn. 
The group will present the items, collected as part 
of a service project, to the shelter staffers today. In 
the past year, the club has hosted a birthday party 
as well as Christmas and Easter parties for chil­
dren at the shelter, on Michigan Ave. between 
Merriman and Henry Ruff. The Dearborn group 
has been active for nearly 40 years. 
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Split council 
-in 

day care center 
B Y DAHBELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

. Westland parents who need an 
hour ornjore away from their cliil-
dren will, soon have a new day 
care business to meet their needs. 

Kids, Place, a' so-called "drop-
in" day care center, will tfe ideal 
for parents who want time alone 
to see a, movie, go to dinner, or 
shop, said co-owner Teresa flar-
mon. . 

The business is expected to 
open in mid-June in the Oak Pla­
za Shopping Center, on Wayne 
Road, northeast of Wayne Road 
and Cowan. 

Kids Place will be available for 
children from infancy to age 12. 
The cost will be $3.50 an hour for 
infants and $3 for older children, 
Harmon said. 

Children will be supervised ih-
-Joors because Kids Place will not 

have an outside play area. That, 
coupled with concerns about in­
c r e a s e d traffic c o n g e s t i o n , 
prompted a 4-3 vote Moncjay as 
the Westland City Council ap­
proved the project. 

"I have a really big concern 
about the traffic congestion and 
the kids not being allowed to play 
outside," council member Sandra 
Cicirelli said. 

Council members Glenn Ander­
son and Sharon Scott also turned 

thumbs down on the project, but 
opponents were outnumbered as 
council members; Charles' Picker­
ing, , Thomas Browm, Kenneth 

;Mehl and Terfi Reighard-John-
. son approved the proposal. • 

Reighard-Johilson commended 
the project and said it will aid 
parents who occasionally heed. a 
short-term day care' service. .No 
more than 25 children would be 
supervised at any given time. 

"Parents could drop off their 
children when they're going shop­
ping or to a movie or to dinner," 
co-owner Harmon said. 

The center's hours will be 9 
a.m. until 10 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday and from 9 
a.m. until 1 a.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. It will be closed "Sun­
days. 

Kids Place will be licensed by 
the Michigan Department of So­
cial Services, Harmon said Mon­
day. Under state laW, the center 
will not be required to have a 
playground because it is being 
pegged as an^hourly drop-in" day 
care business. 

The proposal was sent to the 
council after the city's planning 
commission unanimously recom­
mended approval. The adminis­
tration of Mayor Robert Thomas 
also had endorsed the plan. 

Health food store 
raid irks shoppers 
B Y M A R I E C H E S T N E Y 
STAFF WRITER 

Local patrons of a Livonia 
health food store are surprised 
that the business Was raided last 
week by federal Customs Service 
agent who seized drugs, money 
and records. The raid was part of 
a nationwide crackdown on stores 
'which allegedly sell illegal drugs 
smuggled into the United States 

~ textco^ahdlJther-eountries^--
At noon May 12, customs 

agents closed down Zerbo's 
Health Foods, 34164 Plymouth 
Road, and spent the next three 
hours putting store records and 
pill containers into plastic bags. 

The agents also seized money 
from the store's cash register. 

While the agents worked inside, 
several customers walked up to 
the door and found the store 
closed. Most said they came for 
vitamins and were not aware of 
the allegations. 

Kevin Przybylowicz of West-
land said he had been buying vi­
tamins at the store since he was 
in the 10th grade. 

Marie Kandra of Garden City 
came to the store to buy tea and 
herb salt. 

• Zerbo's Health 
Foods, 34164 Plym­
outh Road, was one of 
26 stores nationwide 
closed temporarily by 
the customs service 
last week and the only 
Michigan store to be 
raided. — 

inside his store,with the agents, 
was unavailable for comment 
Wednesday. 

Zerbo's was one of 26 stores na­
tionwide closed temporarily by 
the customs service last week and 
the only Michigan store' to be 
raided. 

Rodney Turead Jr., U.S. Cus­
toms Service group supervisor 
who led the raid, said Zerbo's 
sells new and misbranded drugs 
that have not been approved for 
sale in" the United States. The 
search warrant he held contained 
a long list of items to be seized. 

The warrant cited "unapproved 
drugs and associated prescription 

"I never heard of them setting drugs, plus documents and 
drugs," she said. 

Chuck Meyers of Plymouth 
criticized the raid. 
- "The FDA wants to close all 
these places down," Meyers said. 

As the customs agent spoke, 
Grant Serrell of Dearborn pulled 
up to the store in his car and 
called the raid unfair. 
/ "The store is doing a lot of 
good," Serrell said. "Harry Zerbo 
helped my father tremendously." 

Serrell said he buyB herbs and 
vitamins at the store. 

Business owner Harry Zerbo, 

records related to Pharmaceuti­
cals International and Al San­
chez." 

Turead _ called the non-ap­
proved drugs "dangerous." He 
said customers buy the illegal 
drugs to treat such conditions as 
cancer, foot ailments, ulcers and 
kidney disorders. 

"For some, it's their last hope 
for treatment," Turead said. 

Turead said the drugs get into 
the U.S. through false invoices or 
are smuggled into California, no­
tably San Diego. 
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Teen ordered to trial in attack on mom 
B Y T E D D SCHNEIDER 
STAFF WRITER^ 

A Churchill High student was 
ordered Tuesday to stand trial 
for the March 30 attempted 
murder of his mother. 

But friends and relatives said 
Mark William Corritore — 

. deeply troubled by his father's 
death in December — needs, 
psychiatric treatment, not more 
jail time or the threat of a' 
lengthy, prison sentence for the 
healing process'to^begin. 

"He's spent,the night at my 
v house. They're not dangerous or 

druggies," said Leila Oppen- . 
heirn of Corritore and her son, 
who are friends. 

"He's got to get help, get reha­
bilitated so he cah get on with 
his life?' 

Judge Robert B. Brzezinski 
agreed only in part following a 
45-minute preliminary exami­
nation in 16th District Court. 

Brzez inski c o n t i n u e d a 
$500,000 cash bond for Corritore 
on the original charge and set a 
June 1 arraignment in Detroit 
Recorder's Court. 
,. The judge rejected a motion 
by defense attorney Marvin 
Blake for lesser charges and a 
family request to release Corri­

tore, 17, from the Wayne County 
Jail and send i r imt in-Detro i t 
treatment center pending trial. 

- Brzezinski said the proposed 
facility, Aurora Hospital, wasn't 
secure enough in light of the 
charge.' 

However the judge said he 
would ask the county for a refer-

• ral t° another psychiatric facili­
ty- . ' ., . 

Brzezinski also, ruled Corri­
tore mentally ' competent to' 
stand trial. •*, . 

The l i t h grader is charged 
with assault with intent to'com­
mit murder for the March 30 

'* stabbing of his' mother "in their 
home on the 391Q0block of El­
sie.-. ;•••'-* ' --- ••• - --• 

Pol ice say. he hid in the ba th - ' 
room before attacking Lois Cor­
ritore,' 47, repeatedly with a 
kitchen knife when she returned 
home jus t before 3 p.m. 

M o m e n t s later he came after 
her again in the family car as 
she sought help on a neighbor's 
porch, according to test imony 
Tuesday. 

The white, 198§ Oldsmobile 
sedan crashed through Lorraine 
Konen's front door, knocking 
both women to the ground. 

The defendant was arrested 

by police in a nearby park fol-
' ^owtng-a-briefchase. — L _ 

Lois Corritore suffered a 
punctured lung, stab wounds to 
her back and chest and cuts on 

. both hands in the attack. She 
was hospitalized for a week, 

Konen Buffered bruise's, and a 
severed tendon in her right foot. 

A reluctant Lois Corritore 
'told the court Tuesday she 
wasn't sure what caused her 
son's actions, only that he was 
"not in his right way." 

Testifying at first that she 
didn't know"or couldn't remem- . 
ber what happened, LoiB Co'rri-< 
tore finally said Mark* came af-

. ter her with the knife. . 
, , "My-apniwaa in a state I've^ 
never .seen him in before. He 
was crazy. 

"He wasn't talking. He wasn't 
yelling. I was trying to talk to 
him and fight him off. I was 
calling his name . . . 'Mark. 
Mark. Mark'. " 

Other testimony came from 
Konen and Livonia Police de­
tective Sgt. Ken Marlow. . 

Konen — wh6 lives- directly 
across from the Corritores in the 
subdivision near Five Mile and 
1-275 — said she opened her 
door to a bloodied neighbor 

screaming "Mark went mad." 
Seconds later "we were both 

on the ground," she told thê  
court. 

Marlow said the defendant 
was "rather quiet" during an in­
terview at the police station, giv­
ing a brief statement before re­
questing a lawyer .and asking 
about his mother's condition.. 

T h e defendant appeared 
unassuming in court as well, 
dressed' in a navy blazer, slacks 
and round-framed eyeglass and 
waving briefly to friends. * 

Andrew Mikkola, a-classniate, 
said he thinks His,friend "just 

" snapped." • . • 

He said Ctfrritore is good stu-
"^dent""•with the usual teenage 

tastes — movies, music and vi­
deo games. "He's just kind of a 
regular guy." 

f Mikkola and Jeff Rubarth, 
another friend, said Corritore 
was upset with his father's 
death but didn't seem unusual­
ly depressed in the months be­
fore the incident. 

Rubarth said it's been diffi­
cult for Corritore to keep up 
with school work because the 
jail "won't even let us get books 
to him." 

r? 

Theendislierelf 7> 

FRIDAY 10 to 9, SATURDAY 10 to 6, MONDAY 10 to 9 

VE 30% to 62% & MORE! 
SMITH 

HAS MORE-
FURNITURE 

ON SALE 
THAN MOST 

STORES 
HAVE 

FURNITURE'. 

LAST 
CHANCE 

TO ^CREDIT IS FREE THRU 93! 
Interest is FREE for the remainder of 93! With approved credit only, Offer ends May 24. 

LAST 
I CHANCE 

TO 
f^RFTAFRFF "SEE AMERICA-
|r v l u l n r n u C Vacation Getaway! 

For 2 adults & 2 children in your choice of over 80 locations. Ifs yours 
FREE with minimum purchase. See store for details. 

SHOWN ARE JUST A FEW EXAMPLES OF STOREWIDE SAVINGS FOR YOUR HOME...you make it comfortable, we make it affordable! 

GREAT BASSETT ROOMS AT 
GREAT ANNIVERSARY SAVINGS! 

America's Most Popular Furniture 
from Michigan's #1 Bassett Gallery1 

Bassett sofas in 
your choice of 

Styles, Colors & 
Covers...NOW 

$449 
REG $699** SAVE *25Q 

Outstanding 
quality ai an 

affordable price 
thanks to a special 

anniversary buy 
from Bassen 

Matching loves eat 5399 

Our New LEATHER 
DEPARTMENT has 
furniture so flexible it even 
stretches your dollars! 

L% 
Enure 

Leather 
Slock 50 

Nothing looks 
or Lasts like real 
leather) See our 
selection ol sofas OFF 

ft.ui loveseats, chairs 
ottomans, 
reclmers & 
sectionals -: 

Save on this Bassett Modern Dinning Set 
Furnishing a beaulrful Table 
modem dining room m 1 4 chain. 
no problem with / h » 
Crescent dining \ £ 
corelatee by Basset t ^ 

Ateo Server. China Base & Hutch available 

s549 
QUALITY BASSETT BEDROOMS your choice $ C / 1 Q 

EACH SET INCLUOES: HEADBOARD • DRESSER • & WRROR ^ " X . 7 

Plontw Trail 
vMth rti profiled bottom 

drawers d»n« moulding and • 
mrtLM of b f i t i knob* and puns 

Rolling Ettatas 
in a rich cherry l inin 
Bad and mncx both fuiva 
danW moulding and pediment loot 

Quality aattad of 
o * toiidi artd vaneer*. 
lalodad hardwoods 

. ^ , ""»-»er >*«»*<- ^r/v»' 

SOfiS FR0U '799 LOVESEATS W CHARS FBOU '199 

Don't Just sit there! This 
SENSATIONAL SECTIONAL 
PUTS STYLE INTO M0TI0NI 

CASUAL COMPORT 
are perfectly combined in 
sectional from GENTRY" 
Features dual reclining 
with paddeo 
cemer armrest & 
a utility console with 
hidden telephone' 

inciuns Reclining side by side sofa, Corner wtoge and 
loves eat with a full size sleeper 

TABLE BONANZA! 
Take Your Choice, ONLY... 
Choose from Queen Anne cherry 
01 Comemporary wnite-wash Imsh 
m solid wood 

100'S OF SOFAS 
$399 $499 $599 

'I>I irtj^i^Au^ii.li -M'-
AVAILABLE IN SOFA SLEEPERS, ADD S I M 

and froo set-up anywhere 
In South East Michigan! 

VkRANTEED 
WESTPHKEi 

K you can find and varly the identical it»m at a lower price 
within 30 days ol purchase, Smith will retund the difference plus 

give you an additional 10% of the difference See store lor details 

rsTivfT i T T T H I E^««WI(IF«» 
I *~* I *w-fc I JL I JL I JLJL I cay goDAY8SAMEA8CASH ( 

F u r n i t u r e 
1050 E. MICHIGAN • Phone: (313) 483-4500 

1/2 mile East of Ypsi lant i , 8 mln . west of 1-275 
Hours Daily 10 am to 6 pm Monday & Friday lil 9 pm Closed Sunday 

• • • • • •aaaa 

file:///tiAc


The Observer/ THURSDAY, MAY 20,1993 ^WjftA—^ 

Pickering: Team player 
needed in mayor's job 

STAFF PHOTOS BY ART EMANUELE 

Birthday party: Students Jessica Nichols, 6, and Shawm. Siegfried, 7, display bal­
loons Monday as they decorate Lincoln School for its 50th birthday celebration. 

School of Lincoln 
Teacher recalls 1st year 

B Y LEONARD POGER 
EDITOR 

Elizabeth Boyd has fond 
memories of the first year of 
Lincoln Elementary School, 
which will mark its 50th anni­
versary this week with activities 
every day. 

One of the first teachers as­
signed to the school when it 
opened in the middle of World 
War II to serve children in the 
just-opened Norwayne housing 
development, Boyd wrote about 
a typical teacher's day and the 
professional environment in the 
Lincoln classes. 

Boyd put memories in a letter 
to Louise Taylof, a veteran Lin­
coln teacher who plans to retire 
next month. 

Lincoln School, with a com­
mittee chaired by teacher Jan 
Tomlinson, opened the anniver­
sary celebration Monday morn­
ing with a staff breakfast. Dur­
ing the day, students decorated 
classroom doors with a birthday 
theme. 

Other events will follow 
throughout the week. 

In her letter, Boyd recalled 
that with no custodians teach­
ers had to do the sweeping and 
build fires. 

"Coal and wood was hard to 
come by, so the teachers would 
take the kids on tours of the 
(housing) projects and collected 
scrap wood and big cardboard 
boxes that stoves and refrigera­
tors had come in. The boxes 
could be used to paint murals 
or burn them for heat." 

The school actually opened 
in late January 1944. In the fall 
of 1943, classes were held tem­
porarily in neighboring homes, 
which had no chalkboards or 
art supplies. To get clay for art 
classes, teachers walked to the 
nearby Rouge River and dug it 
out. 

"Children from Willow Run 
(bomber plant) and the 
Romulus air base (which later 
became Detroit Metro Airport) 
were from different parts of the 
country and shared their expe­
riences which were different 
than the experiences of tho 
Michigan children," Boyd said. 

Birthday cake: Lincoln School students Christa 
Willinghatn (left), 7, Brandie Fields, 6, and Ron 
Ramsey, 7, admire the birthday cake board dis­
played in their classroom Monday. 

The school was opened about 
the same time as Jefferson Ele­
mentary School, which also 
serves Norwayne children. 

Boyd also recalled that stu­
dents were bused into the 
school with the old vehicle fre­
quently breaking down and 
teachers forced to walk children 
on Merriman and Venoy. 

This week's celebration in­
cluded a "Community Cake 
Day," observed Tuesday with 
cake served to students at 
lunch time. Parents and school 
employees were served in the 
afternoon 1-2:45 p.m. There are 
display boards In the gym, 
made up of old photos and ma­
terials relating to the school's 
history. 

On Wednesday, students and 
employees took part in n " '50s 
Day," with each grade level 
planning its own activity, pro­

gram or event, Tomlinson said. 
An estimated 75 people, in­

cluding Boyd, had been invited 
to the birthday dinner Wednes­
day night. ^ 

Concluding the week will be a 
Friday tour of the William Ford 
Vocational-Technical Center by 
sixth graders. 

In a related event, students 
will travel Thursday, May 27, to 
the Wayne, Convalescent Center 
on Van Born to plant trees, 
bushes, flowers and vegetables 
and paint picnic tables for its 
residents. -, 

One birthday week attraction 
in the school office is a large 
"birthday card" signed by Lin­
coln staffers, board of education 
members arid Area residents. In 
the center ofithe large poster-
sized card is a] color print of the 
entire student body of 450 
youngsters. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Citing & need for new leader-, 
ship, city » council president 
Charles Pickering has. announced 
his bid to unseat Mayor Robert 
Thomas. • 
-"'Pickering, who served a fe%-
yea'r mayoral term ending in 1986, 
•announced his political plans this 
week,'becoming the'thir^ candi­
date to enter the'Sept. 14 primary. 

The 50-year-bld real estate bro- < 
ker ' joiris^lCounoiiman_Kenneth_ 
Mehl arid Internal Revenue Ser-, 
vice employee Douglas Noel. 

Thomas hasn't officially an­
nounced his re-election bid for a 
second four-year term, though an 
announcement is expected soon. 

The top two finishers in the 
Sept. 14 primary will battle it out 

-in the Nov. 2 mayoral election. 
Pickering, halfway through his 

second four-year council term, 
could keep his seat if he loses his 
mayoral bid. But he told the Ob­
server in an interview that he be­
lieves he has the support to oust 
Thomas, whom he supported in 

.1989. 
Pickering said he has become 

disillusioned with Thomas, say­
ing the mayor tries to rule with a 
heavy hand and has shunned or­
ganizations such as the Westland 

iDEaniBer of Comrnerce. •-
"He wants to do it all himself," 

Pickering said. "I think Westland 
needs a community leader. I 
think we need a team player;" 

Pickering is the first to admit 
• that he* himself, had poor rela-. 

tions wjth the council when he 
served as mayor from 1982 to 
1986. But, as a council member 

since 1988, he said his perspective 
has changed and that he now real­
izes the importance of teamwork. 

Pickering cited several issues 
he would like to address as may­
or, including a new library, "con­
trolled" development, drawing 
Madnesses to fill vacant store­
fronts, and improving roads - and 
the city's water-sewer system. ' 

: Pickering criticized the Thorn-. 
as^ administration, for failing to' 
use some $2 million in state grant 
dollars for a new library. The 
state' nas„now' reneged orTTEe" 
grant, and^the city is preparing a ' 
lawsuit to try to get back the 
money. 

Pickering admits that a local 
tax might be necessary to build a 
new library. But he said he be­
lieves that voters should be given 
an opportunity to vote on the is­
sue ^.especially if the state mon­
ey comes through. 

Pickering called for "controlled 
development" in the city. He 
cited new plans for a Kroger on 
Ford Road at Central City Park­
way as a project that pleased both 
residents and a majority of coun­
cil members. 

He also stressed the need for a 
"prp-active program" to try to 
find new tenants for vacant build­
ings in Westland, particularly in 
many strip mails. "We rased—to,-
keep our community viable," he 
said. 

Pickering said roads, and water-
sewer lines need to be improved. 
Water leaks cost local taxpayers 
$3 million annually, he said. 

The city would have more mon­
ey for such projects if it eliminat­
ed the Tax Increment Finance 

Authority,. which • has used tax 
revenues in an area around West-
land Center and in northwest 
Westland to pay- for specific proji 
ects. TIFA still could be helpful if 
the proposed expansion of West-' 
land. Center materializes, Picker: 
ing 'Sjaid, but otherwise- should be 
abolished in a year or so: . > 

Among other highlights cited 
by Flickering: ; * ; .'. . ' . ' • • ' • • ' • ' ' 

•'•• He stresse'd his background as ' 
a member of numerous organiza- . 

• tiOTsV'BTrch^^s^^e^-xhamberrTattd— 
• noted that he'worked nl'the city's ' 
parks and recreation department 
from 1971-81.. 
• He said his experience as a real 
estate broker has taught him the 
art of compromise, because his 
job requires satisfying both 
buyers and sellers. 
• He:said the city needs to work 
with the Wayne-Westland school 
district to find solutions to money 
problems, including efforts to Win" 
support for Proposal A. The state­
wide ballot proposal on June 2 
would cut .property taxes and in­
crease the sales tax. 

Thomas drew criticism in 1991 
"when he openly opposed a local 
school tax election. 
• Pickering accused Thomas of 
using the city's cable channel for 

_palilical_gajn, • Thomas ;has_said_ 
he only wants to inform the pub­
lic, but some council members see 
it differently. 

Thomas has appeared on cable 
for press conferences, town hall 
meetings and other functions. 

"For the mayor to he the pro­
ducer, the director, the writer and 
the star is wrong," Pickering said. 

Softball tourney to benefit First Step 
A softball tournament is being 

planned next month to benefit 
First Step, a private non-profit or­
ganization that assists area wom­
en and children who nesdhelp be­
cause of domestic violence 

Sponsored by the Friends of the American Softball Associa-
First Step, the tournament has 
been scheduled for June 12-13'at 
Westland's Central City Park, 
south of-Ford east of Newburgh. 

Softball teams sanctioned by 

tion will be asked to make a $150 
donation to enter the tournament. 
Those not sanctioned by the ASA 
will pay $170 per team. 

PERSONALIZE YOUR 

TERRY ROBE AT NO 

EXTRA CHARGE 

$33 
Wrap up in cotton terry 

from bath to 

beach or pool, It's soft 

•> and absorbent. 

Personal monoc/ramming is 

included in the 

litjbtkearted price, too. 

White, medium blue, 

medium pink, yellow or 

coral. S-M-L. 

J Shop 

Jacobsons 

r \ 

- ^ . 

AMN ARBOR « BIRMINGHAM » DEARBORN » CROSSE POINTE ' LIVONIA » ROCHESTER 
Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday. 

Sunday Noon to 5 p.m. Jacobson's Charge, MasterCard®, VISA*, and American Express®, 


