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all our back-to-school line to hear
when school bells ring in your
local district. You will get-the
information you need for that
important first day back.
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Editorial disputed: Wayne-West-
land school board members are
upset with an Observer editorial
which accused them of distorted
values. /2A ’ )

Lobbying: The Livonia school dis-
trict is one of 11 which formed a
special lobbying effort for school
funding. /2R . ,

" Literacy needs: Some 400,000 -

Wayne County persons are func-
tionally illiterate. The director of
an area literacy tutoring agency .
tells of the problem in a guest col-
umn on today’s points of view
page. /15A

"BUSINESS

Marketing man: A Livonia-based
firm finds a way to take clever in-
ventions and products out of the
labs and drawing rooms and puts
them before the general public.
/10B

Booming business? In the wake
of the recent tax shakeup in Mich-
igan, area private schools are
gearing up for a potentially busy
fall enrollment period. /10B

.

SUBURBAN LIFE

Discovering: Oobleck and ransom
notes hardly sound like things
you'd experience in summer
school. But that's what youngsters
were working with at New Morn-
ing School’s “Discovery Days
Classes.” /1C

[
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Black women gain school jobs

management pos_ts.

BY DARRELL CLEM .
STAFF WRITER

In a landmark move, an Ann Arbor
educator has become the first Afri-
can-American ever hired for a cabi-
net-level post in the Wayne-Westland
school district, which has been urged

to increase its minority ranks.

The decision to place Carol John-
son in charge of Wayne-Westland’s
elementary education department
came Monday night as the school
board hired four women — three of
them black — for high-ranking ad-

Four women, including three blacks, have been named -
to top Wayne-Westland school district positions. The

~ move comes after the district had been criticized for
not having more minority representation in its to

3

‘ministrative positions. .

Superintendent Larry = Thomas,
who recommended the women, said
he hopes the appointments will send
a strong message that his administra-
tion is striving to achieve more mi-
nority representation in a district
that has a 13-percent minority stu-
dent population, -

“I think we have four administra-
tors here who will make our team a

“lot stronger,” he said.

Most appointments that Thomas
has recommended in his 14 months
as superintendent have been women

FIrrYy CENTS

1993 Suburban Communications Corppei :~

— & move that appeared to concern
board president Francis “Bud” Win-
ter. . ’ . :

“There’s a gender problem begin-
ning to surface,” sdid Winter, a for-
mer Wayne Memorial High'School

principal who retired four years ago.

Monday’s hirings included:

B Johnson, a Belleville resident who _

has been an elementary principal for
six years, most recently in Ann Arbor.
She will be paid $70,771 as Wayne-
Westland’s executive director of ele-

See JOBS, 4A

New pool hall: Eric McDonald aims his shot as Melissa Rozek logks.on at Electric Stick, The Billiard Club, in Westland.
] angr Geprge Maruaso hopgs togapitalize ona renewed interest in pool halls. For the story and more photos, see Page 3A.

By DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Two Westland residents are feared
to be among four bodies found shot
and burned Sunday in a two-bedroom
house destroyed by fire in Gladwin
County.

Kathy Lane, a 38-year-old mother
of two, and her longtime boyfriend,
Bruce Tufnell, left their Crown Street
residence in Westland on Saturday,
on their way to a Tufnell family re-

union in Harrison, said Lane’s
mother, Jean Rose of Westland.

The couple intended to stop over-
night to visit a cousin of Tufnell’s
who lived in the house that was de-
stroyed by fire shortly after 7 a.m.
Sunday on Pinconning Road in Bent-
ley Township, Rose said.

Four bodies — two men and two
women, all adults — were pulled from
the house Sunday afternoon, and they
had suffered multiple shotgun

City pair feared shot, burned in rural home

wounds and had been burned beyond
recognition, Gladwin County Sheriff
Michael Hargrave told the Observer.

The identities hadn’t been con-
firmed as of Wednesday morning, and
the bodies had been sent to Sparrow
Hospital in Lansing for examination
by a pathologist, Hargrave said.

But Rose said she has no doubts
that her daughter and her daughter’s
boyfriend are among the dead.

“We know that it's them,” she said.

“They were in the wrong place at the
wrong time.”

Lane, a 1973 graduate of Wayne
Memorial High School, was a substi-
tute custodian for the Wayne-West-
land school district, and Tufnell
worked as a truck driver. They had
lived together for about seven years,
Rose said.

See SHOOTING, 1A

Plan to shift alternative ed students ignites feud

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A proposal to shut down the Cherry
Hill alternative education program
and return unruly students to John
Glenn and Wayne Memoarial high
schools has sparked controversy.

School administration officials
have proposed closing the Cherry Hill
center in Inkster to save money and
to spur changes in an alternative pro-
gram that officials say needs revamp-
ing.

But some school board members

Monday accused Superintendent
Larry Thomas’ administration of uni-
laterally planning the changes with-
out adequately informing the board.

Most of the criticism came from
trustees Mathew McCusker, Francis
“Bud” Winter and Leonard Posey.
But the superintendent reminded the
_board that the Cherry Hill program
had been targeted for elimination
months ago, when the board approved
$12 million in budget cuts.

Greg Baracy, assistant superin-
tendent for general administration,

came to Monday's board meeting pre-
pared to outline the hew program, but
the board refused to hear the report
and demanded a special study ses-
sion next Monday to discuss it.

In the past, students in grades nine
through 12 who repeatedly mis-
behaved at their home schools were
placed in the Cherry Hill center.

Under the new plan, some of those
students would be placed in segregat-
ed programs at John Glenn and
Wayne Memorial, while others would
be returned to regular classrooms.

Some also would be allowed to attend'
classes at the William Ford Vocation-
al-Technical Center.

Winter raised concerns that letting
the students attend the Ford Center
would amount to “rewarding failure.”

But trustee Laurel Raisanen de-
fended the administration’s plan as
‘“‘an opportunity to get a healthy pro-
gram in our achools.” e

Several former Cherry Hill stu- -

dents addressed the board Monday
See FEUD, 4A

Drivers needed

Volunteer drivers are needed for the local meals-
on-wheels program, administered by the Wayne
County Office of Nutrition Services. “Volunteers
are urgently need to pack and/or deliver meals to
the homebound, disabled and elderly persons in
Waestland,” said Terri Derderian, county program
staffer. Volunteers should be able to donate one to
two hours a week on weekday mornings. Drivers
are reimbursed at the rate of 21 cents per mile.
Interested persons may call 326-4444 between B:30
a.m. and 4 p.m. weekdays.

Top Spartans

Sixteen Westland students have been named to
Michigan State University's dean's list for the

PLACES & FACES

spring semester. They are: Rebecca Poger, Jen-
nifer McKenzie, Lisa Rozelle, Paul Bialy, Robert
Bloomfield, Eric Curnow, Stacy Guiles, Lisa
Hammerberg, Chad Moriarty, Jody Payne, Fabio
Pivetta, Wendy Rynkiewica, Matthew Stavros,

Erik Sunday, Maribeth Sundling and Sean Zayas.

The dean’s list students compiled a 3.5 or higher
grade point average.

Senior of the month

Cecilia Elbanowski has been named the senior
of the month by the Westland Senior Reaources

Department. Mrs. Elbanowski, 78, has been active
in 8t. Richard Church for 13 years, including serv-
ing as bingo chairman for nine years. He joined
the Senior Resources Department Advisory Coun-
cil in 1980 and was elected treasurer in 1984. Her
photo will be placed in the Friendship Center's
senior hall of fame. She has been a local resident
for 30 years.

YMCA swimming

The Wayne-Westland Family YMCA is plan-
ning ite last two-week summer session for young-
sters between 6 to 13 next Monday through Aug.
217, at the Y pool, 827 8. Wayne Road. Taught are
skills and water aafety. Classes will meet 45 min-
utes each day. There are two- and three-day op-
tion. Interested persons may call 721-7044.




2A(W)

-

The Observer/ THURSDAY, AUGUST 12, 1993

Observer editorial draws fire

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

The Westland Observer came
under heavy fire Monday from
‘two Wayne-Westland school
board trustees for publishing an
editorial that -criticized the
beard’s spending priorities amid a
severe budget crunch.

The newspaper questioned the
wisdom of a board decision to

* possibly spend $60,000 in taxpay-
er money to help subsidize a pay-

. to-participate plan for - Wayne-

Westland extracurricular student

activities. o
. Board trustee Leonard Posey
said the Aug. 5 editorial amount-
ed to “irresponsible journalism.”
Board vice president Mathew
McCusker accused the Observer
of a lack of objectivity and said
the newspaper has an ‘“anti-

u SCHOOLS

for

Wayne-Westland bias.”

The editorial in question
praised board trustee Richard Le-
Blanc for opposing:his colleagues
on the pay-to-participate issue.
LeBlanc questioned the priorities
of providing $60,000 to support
extracurncular activities ' when
budget cuts have devastated ele-
mentary librariés and eliminated
busing for junior high and high
school gtudents. .

The district could face the
$60,000 expenditure unless a citi-
zens group, Community Support *
a Complete Education,
succeeds at its goal of raising that
amount. The $60,000 would help
to subsidize extracurricular activ-
ities, though the bulk of funding

would come from student fees.

LeBlanc had stated, “I find it
unacceptable that children have
to find their own way to school,
and yet they can be transported to
an athletic program.” -

The Observer agreed and sug-
gested that district residents want
more academic results for their
tax doltars — not athletlc pro-
grams. -

" The Observer also indicated the
board’s “twisted” priorities could

» cause problems for a tax increase
-proposal that voters will decide
Oct. 18. The board still hasn’t an- .

nounced a specific proposal, but
is expected to decide the tax rate
Aug. 23,

On Monday, Posey took offense
to _the editorial that ‘he said
praised LeBlanc but “lambasted”
the rest of the board. He voiced
disappointment with it and called
it “irresponsible.”

McCusker’s criticism went even
deeper when he accused the news-
paper of “‘an anti-former adminis-
tration bias,” an apparent refer-
ence to former Superintendent
Dennis O’Neill. ™,

“I think the editorials ir the

‘past year have shown  that,”

McCusker s‘aid.

O’Neill stepped down in' late
1991 under pressure from 'board
members who had a majority at
that time. The Observer never
published an editorial supporting
the decision to pressure O'Neill to -,
retire.

However, the - newspaper has
suggested in several subsequent
editorials that the board should
stop fighting old battles and move
forward with issues that need to
be addressed, such as curriculum
improvements.

Mom protests schools’ pay-to-play plan

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Jackie Wyrybkowski has five
children enrolled in Wayne-West-
land schools, ranging from ele-
mentary to high school.

On Monday, she criticized the
school hoard’s pay-to-participate
plan that will allow students in
upper grades to pay a fee for
sports, marching band and other
activities.

She wants to know why her ele-
mentary students haven’t been af-
forded the same opportunities in
the wake of a budget crunch that
ushered in pay-to-play.

“Just as is the case with little
baby Jessica, no one is listening
Monday. “Go out to the elementa-
ry ‘schools and listen to those
kids. They think they’ve done

something wrong and they're
being punished.”

Wyrybkowski was referring to
the young child who, under court
order, was removed from her
adopted 4nn Arbor parents and
returned to her biological parents
in Jowa.

Expressive arts and other pro-
grams have been taken away from
elementary students, with no plan
to restore them unless voters pass
a tax rate increase in a special
Oct. 18 election. The board still
hasn’t decided on a specific ballot
proposal.

Under the pay-to-play plan,
which has been approved stu-
dents” in grades nine through 12

to these kids,” she told the board ~ who participate —in—athletics, "

marching band or cheerleading
will pay $167.
Students participating in sec-

Man faces sex charges

BY DARRELL CLEM *
STAFF WRITER

A Westland man has been
charged with sex crimes amid
allegations he fondled a 12-year-
old neighbor girl at his Bay Court
residence, southeast of Venoy and
Palmer, in the city’s south end.

Chester Vincent, 49, has been

arraigned in 18th District Court

on two counts of second-degree -
criminal sexual conduct. He could -

face up to' 15 years in prison if
. convicted.

A plea of not guilty has been
entered in court for Vincent. He
has been ordered to returm to
court next Thursday for a prelimi-
nary examination to determine if
he should stand trial on the

r— — o COUPON e e
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‘Shear-Delight”

Beauty Salon
Curly No-Sst Perms

I wella - 23

Conditioning
[perm . *28

Short Hair Only
Extra for long & tinted hair
Haircut Extra

| HAIR CUTS ‘8*

34775 Warren
Just E. of Wayne Road
Across from McDonald's

595-6333
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charges in Detroit Recorder’s
Court.

Vincent remained in the county
jail this week in lieu of a $20,000
cash bond. The unemployed man
lives on Bay Court with: his wife
and two adult children, said De-
tective Sgt. Donald Haigh. -

The case emerged after the girl
reported that she was fondled on
two separate ‘occasions. She re-
ported that she was fondled on

her breasts and on her groin, .

Haigh said.
One incident allegedly:occurred

_two weekends ago when the girl

went a man’s house on Bay
Court to return a radio that she
had borrowed earlier, the detec-

cnsn IN YOUR CLOSET
NOW ACCEPTING

ondary instrumental and vocal
music will pay $25. Those in-
volved in forensics, musicals, dra-
ma and newspapers will pay $15.
Intramural athletes in the sev-
enth, eighth and ninth grades will
pay $10.

On Monday, parent Patricia

- Ducher told the board that it isn’t

fair that marching band students
should pay the same amount as
athletes. She has long been an ad-
vocate for fine arts and has said
that athletic programs seem to
receive special treatment.

In other developments at Mon-
day’s meeting:
8 Trustee Richard LeBlanc drew
support from Ducher for his
“stant ie pay-to-partici-
pate plan. LeBlanc considered it
unacceptable, for example, that
students could be transported to

athletic events while busing to
and from school has been elimi-
nated for secondary students be-
cause of budget cuts.

B Sharon Felan, Wayne resident
and former board member, de-
manded team work from the
board and urged the board to find
“that magic number” — referring
to a tax rate proposal — that vot-
ers will support.

W District employee Susan Mar-
tin urged the board to adopt a He-
patitus B vaccination program for
all employees, saying the district
may be violating laws by not hav-
ing a plan.

B The board adopted a resolu-
tion urging the state Legislature

to seek “fair and equitable fund-

ing” for all Michigan students in
the wake of the state’s decision to
eliminate school property taxes. °

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: WESTLAND

Melissa Valantas has been

named the Westland Observer's -

carrier‘of the month, She is 14 and

a 10th grader at Franklin High

School.

An Observer carmier for nearly
two years, Melissa’'s favorite
_school -subjects are science and

French. Her hobbies are reading, .

shopping, swimming and-fishing.

Melissa is the daughter of
Thomas and Linda Valantas. Her
‘brother, Justin, 12, is also an Ob-
server carrier.

If you want to be a Westland
Observer carrier, please call
591-0500

Melissa Valantas

BY MARY RODRIQUE
STAFF WRITER

When state lawmakers re-
turn from summer recess, they
can expect a barrage of lobby-
ists representing the more than
500 Michigan public school

districts at their door to
* hammer out fiscal reform.
Administrators from the

state’s 11 largest school dis-
tricts, representing a quarter of
all public school students in
Michigan, have banded togeth-
er to convey their own agenda.

“The legislature will have to
come back in with some prop-
erty tax revenue,” said Joseph
Marinelli, Livonia school su-
perintendent and a founder of
the so-called Big 11.

“You can't take $5.7 billion
off the books and expect to re-
place it with income or sales
tax. I don’t believe it's possi-
ble,” said Marinelli, who over-
sees a $101-million budget and
more than 17,000 students in
the district which includes the
northern section of Westland.

Lawmakers eliminated
school property tax funding
earlier this summer, effective
for- the-1994-956--schoel -year:
More pressing, the legislature
still has not passed the state
aid package for the school year
beginning in just a few weeks.

The Big 11 represent a varie-
ty of districts, as urban as De-
troit and Grand Rapids, as
suburban as Livonia and Dear-
born.

“The Big 11 districts alone
are faced with budget deficits

“totaling nearly $100 million,”
said Marinelli. “The districts
have come together to work
toward re-establishing .educa-
tion as the number-one pnon-

The Big 11 worry that with-
out genuine reform, the state
will slide into educational
bankruptcy with repercussions
for generations to come.

Meeting since last March,
the Big 11 have reached a con-
sensus on some issues:

B Property tax relief can only

Big 11 set
to bombard
lawmakers

ty in this state.” -

N '‘You can’t take
$5.7 blllion off the
books and expect to
replace It with in- '
come or sales tax. |
don’'t belleve It's
possible.’

Joseph Marinelli ¥

tvonia schools

superintendent '

be supported if every district is
fully reimbursed by the state -
for losses in a timely fashion.

M Reform must reduce the
digparity in per-pupil expendi-
tures between districts.

B The state. should use a
planned, phased-in approach
to significantly close the equ1ty
gap.

8l The state must give top pri-
ority to finding new revenue
sources, and not supplant [
funds dedicated for education, |
as in the case of the lottery. +
W The state shouldn’t take. |

credit for property tax relief if
it merely plnnnu the burden on

local districts to increase taxes’
to maintain programs and ser-
vices.

B There can be no new man-
dates to local districts without
full state funding.

B Any reform must provide -
stability from.year to year so
districts can “effectively plan
programs and gervices.

@ The state: should constitu-
tionally guarantee educational
opportunity for all students.

“We agreed:to send our ideas
and concerns to guide school
finance reform in this state,”
Marinelli said. “We've ob-
served for the past several
years the failed efforts for ade-
quate and equitable. funding.’
Speaking with one voice, we
hope to have impact.”

Both the Democrats and Re-
pubhcane are’ working infor-
mally in caucuses now on tax
reform and equality.

)
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It’s in the way that they use it
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Lining up a shot: Patrick Ogden of Westland prepares a shot on one of the oak bLlllard
—tablesin an-upscale billiard-hall-in Westland, ——— —— .

Seeing green: Pool hall
cues up for big business

By DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER .

George Marvaso may have Tom
Cruise to thank if his new West-
land business succeeds.

Marvaso is hoping to capita]ize
on a resurging interest in pool
halls spawned by Cruise’s ﬁ]m
“The Color of Money.”

The movie may be nine years
old, but it spurred a new pool hall
economic climate that Marvaso
said continues to improve in the
"90s,

“There’s been a big boom in the
industry,” he said.

Seeing green, Marvaso envi-
sioned a potentially lucrative ven-
ture in a vacancy at Westland
Plaza, a strip center on the north-
west corner of Wayne Road and
Hunter. Three weeks ago he
opened Electric Stick, The Bil-
liard Club.

If the name of Marvaso’s busi-
ness seems glitzy, it’s not by acci-
dent. The newer billiard clubs
have an upscale image, marking
an evolution from the old musty
halls where pool sharks hustled
for money.

Done in brick and marble and
sporting 24 custom-made oak bil-
liard tables, The Electric Stick is
glamorous compared to the dingy
pool halls featured in “The Hus-
tler,” a 1961 film that starred
Paul Newman and inspired “The
Color of Money.”

M The business Is targeted for the clean-cut
set, 18 to 35, and some couples are choosing
to go on a date to The Electric Stick instead of
seeing a movie or a concert, owner George
Marvaso sald. \,5

Marvaso’s business is targeted
for the clean-cut set, 18 to 35, and
some couples are choosing to go
on a date to The Electric Stick in-
stead of seeing a movie or a con-
cert, Marvaso said.

“If you come in on a Friday
night, you'll see a8 many women
as men,” he said.

Melissa Rozek, 29, recently of-
fered an explanation as she shot
pool with her friend, 20-year-old
Eric McDonald.

“It’s a nice atmosphere,” said
Rozek, a Garden City Hospital
public relations employee. “I love
to shoot pool, and it’s a nice
crowd here. You can end up run-
ning into people you know.”

The Electric Stick also offers
food and a full bar, although a
sign near the bar warns patrons:
“Stay sober or stay out.”

“It's a good environment, be-
tween a bar and a straight pool
hall,” said McDonald, an employ-
ee who is setting up billiard
leagues and tournaments.

He also commended a juke box

that plays compact discs.

- ' You can hear everything from

Motown classics to alternative
rock, like Pearl Jam,” he said.

"With a seating capacity of 130,
The Electric Stick also offers food
such as “The Big Stick,” a burger
that Marvaso hopes will become
one of Westland's favorites.

. For patrons who need a break
from billiards, Marvaso installed
dart boards and 16 televisions for
major sporting events. Altogether,
he has pumped nearly $500,000
into the business and hired 40
employees.

Now he’s waiting to see if The
Electric Stick — like Tom Cruise
at the box office — will bring in
the color of money.

Hourly rates apply to billiard
tables, such as $7.25 for two people
or $9.25 for four. Rates are lower
before 6 p.m. Hours are 11 a.m. to
2 a.m. every day except Sunday,
when the club opens at noon. Be-
fore 8 p.m., patrons under 18 years
old are allowed with a parent or
guardian, but the after-8 crowd
must be 18.

Ready, aim: Dan Horner of Livonia takes aim in a match with Jlm Hester of Westland
at Electric Stick, an upscale billiard hall in Westland.

THEY’RE OFF AND RUNNING — TO OUR GREAT
POST LIGHT SALE! AT YOUR GATE, LAWN, DECK,
PATIO, GARDEN AND WALKWAYS, POST LIGHTS
OFFER SECURITY AND A PLEASING DECORATIVE
EFFECT. ASSORTED STYLES AND SIZES, SOLID .
BRASS OR DIE-CAST METAL IN VARIOUS FINISHES.
FLUORESCENT, HIGH-PRESSURE SODIUM OR
MERCURY VAPOR LUIGHTS. 7-FT. STEEL POSTS,
EITHER CROSS-ARM OR WITH CONVENIENT
WEATHERPROOF OUTLET ON POST. EASY TO
INSTALL. (BROSE STOCKS UNDERGROUND WIRE,
PHOTO CELLS, TIMERS.)

10%
OFF

our already
40% - 50%
discounted
prices

A
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ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION. INC

L-J

37400 W. 7 MILE ROAD
LIVONIA, MI 48162 - (313) 464-2211

MON | YUES . WED . SAT 9:30-8:00
THURS. FANL. 9:30-9:00

STAFP PHOTOS BY JiM JAGDFELD

Concentration. Melissa Rozek of Westland pays close attention during a game of “nine
ball.” Rozek says she comes to Electric Stick because it has a nice atmosphere.







