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• all our back-to-school line to hear 
• when school bells ring in your 
• local district. You will get the 
I B information you need for that 
^LJ important first day back. 

For school districts in 0 ( 1 1 . / 7 ? ^ 
Oakland County, call 

For school districts in 
Wayne County, call 953-2036 

Access O & E O N - L I N E 

I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Editorial disputed: Wayne-West-
land school board members are 
upset with an Observer editorial 
which accused them of distorted 
values. / 2 A 

Lobbying: The Livonia school dis­
trict is one of 11 which formed a 
special lobbying effort for school 
funding. / 2 A 

OPINION 

Llteracyneeds: Some 400,000 
Wayne County persons are func­
tionally illiterate. The director of 
an area literacy tutoring agency 
tells of the problem in a guest col­
umn on today's points of view 
page. / 1 5 A 

BUSINESS 

Marketing man: A Livonia-based 
firm finds a way to take clever in­
ventions and products out of the 
labs and drawing rooms and puts 
them before the general public. 
/ 1 0 B 

Booming business? In the wake 
of the recent tax shakeup in Mich­
igan, area private schools are 
gearing up for a potentially busy 
fall enrollment period. / 1 0 B 

SUBURBAN LIFE 

Discovering: Oobleck and ransom 
notes hardly sound like things 
you'd experience in summer 
school. But tha&s what youngsters 
were working with at New Morn­
ing School's "Discovery Days 
Classes." / 1 C 
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Black women gain 
1993 Suburban Commurvcalions Co>pp''i 

I I • I 

Four women, including three blacks, have been named 
to top Wayne-Westland school district positions. The 

- move comes after the district had been criticized for . 
not having more minority representation in its top 
management posts. 

B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

In a landmark move, an Ann Arbor 
educator has become the first Afri­
can-American ever hired for a cabi­
net-level post in the Wayne-Westland 
school district, which has been urged 

to increase its minority ranks. 
The decision to place Carol John­

son in charge of Wayne-Westland's 
elementary education department 
came Monday night as the school 
board hired four women — three of 
them black — for high-ranking ad­

ministrative positions. 
Superintendent Larry Thomas, 

who recommended the women, said 
he hopes the appointments will send 
a strong message that his administra­
tion is striving to achieve more mi­
nority representation in a district 
that has a 13-percent minority stu­
dent population. 

"I think we have four administra­
tors here who will make our team a 
lot stronger," he said. 

Most appointments that Thomas 
has recommended in his 14 months 
as superintendent have been women 

— a move that appeared to concern 
board president Francis "Bud" Win­
ter. 

"There's a gender problem begin­
ning to surface," said Winter, a for­
mer Wayne Memorial High School 
principal who retired four years ago. 

Monday's hirings included:. 
• Johnson, a Belleville resident who 
has been an elementary principal for 
six years, most recently in Ann Arbor. 
She will be paid $70,771 as Wayne-
Westland's executive director of ele-

See JOBS, 4A 

The color of money 
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New pool hall: Eric McDonald aims his shot as Melissa Rozek looks on at Electric Stick, The Billiard Club, in Westland. 
Owner George Marvaso hopes to capitalize on a renewed interest in pool halls. For the story and more photos, see Page 3A. 

City pair feared shot, burned in rural home 
B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Two Westland residents are feared 
to be among four bodies found shot 
and bumed Sunday in a two-bedroom 
house destroyed by fire in Gladwin 
County. 

Kathy Lane, a 38-year-old mother 
of two, and her longtime boyfriend, 
Bruce Tufnell, left their Crown Street 
residence in Westland on Saturday, 
on their way to a Tufnell family re­

union in Harrison, said Lane's 
mother, Jean Rose of Westland. 

The couple intended to stop over­
night to visit a cousin of Tufhell's 
who lived in the house that was de­
stroyed by fire shortly after 7 a.m. 
Sunday on Pinconning Road in Bent-
ley Township, Rose said. 

Four bodies — two men and two 
women, all adults — were pulled from 
the house Sunday afternoon, and they 
had suffered multiple shotgun 

wounds and had been burned beyond 
recognition, Gladwin County Sheriff 
Michael Hargrave told the Observer. 

The identities hadn't been con­
firmed as ofWednesday morning, and 
the bodies had been sent to Sparrow 
Hospital in Lansing for examination 
by a pathologist, Hargrave said. 

But Rose said she has no doubts 
that her daughter and her daughter's 
boyfriend are among the dead. 

"We know that it's them," she said. 

"They were in the wrong place at the 
wrong time." 

Lane, a 1973 graduate of Wayne 
Memorial High School, was a substi­
tute custodian for the Wayne-West -
land school district, and Tufnell 
worked as a truck driver. They had 
lived together for about seven years, 
Rose said. 

See SHOOTING, 4A 

Plan to shift alternative ed students ignites feud 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A proposal to shut down the Cherry 
Hill alternative education program 
and return unruly students to John 
Glenn and Wayne Memorial high 
schools has sparked controversy. 

School administration officials 
have proposed closing the Cherry Hill 
center in Inkster to save money and 
to spur changes in an alternative pro­
gram that officials say needs revamp­
ing. 

But some school board members 

Monday accused Superintendent 
Larry Thomas' administration of uni­
laterally planning the changes with­
out adequately informing the board. 

Most of the criticism came from 
trustees Mathew McCusker, Francis 
"Bud" Winter and Leonard Posey. 
But the superintendent reminded the 
board that the Cherry Hill program 
had been targeted for elimination 
months ago, when the board approved 
$12 million in budget cuts. 

Greg Baracy, assistant superin­
tendent for general administration, 

came to Monday's board meeting pre­
pared to outline the hew program, but 
the board refused to hear the report 
and demanded a special study ses­
sion next Monday to discuss it. 

In the past, students in grades nine 
through 12 who repeatedly mis­
behaved at their home schools were 
placed in the Cherry Hill center. 

Under the new plan, some of those 
students would be placed in segregat­
ed programs at John Glenn and 
Wayne Memorial, while others would 
be returned to regular classrooms. 

Some also would be allowed to attend 
classes at the William Ford Vocation­
al-Technical Center. 

Winter raised concerns that letting 
the students attend the Ford Center 
would amount to "rewarding failure." 

But trustee Laurel Raisanen de­
fended the administration's plan as 
"an opportunity to get a healthy pro­
gram in our schools." 

Several former Cherry Hill stu­
dents addressed the board Monday 

See FIUD, 4A 

Drivers needed 
Volunteer drivers are needed for the local meals-

on-wheels program, administered by the Wayne 
County Office of Nutrition Services. "Volunteers 
are urgently need to pack and/or deliver meals to 
the homebound, disabled and elderly persons in 
Westland," said Terri Derderian, county program 
staffer. Volunteers should be able to donate one to 
two hours a week on weekday mornings. Drivers 
are reimbursed at the rate of 21 cents per mile. 
Interested persons may call 326-4444 between 8:30 
a.m. and 4 p.m. weekdays. 

Top Spartans 
Sixteen Westland students have boon named to 

Michigan State University's dean's list for the 

PLACES & FACES 
spring semester. They are: Rebecca Poger, Jen­
nifer McKenzie, Lisa Rozelle, Paul Blaly, Robert 
Bloomfleld, Eric Curn'ow, Stacy Guiles, Lisa 
Hammerberg, Chad Moriarty, Jody Payne, Fabio 
Plvetta, Wendy Rynkiewlca, Matthew Stavros, 
Erik Sunday, Maribeth Sundling and Sean Zayas. 
The dean's list students compiled a 3.5 or higher 
grade point average. 

Senior of the month 

Cecilia Elbanowskl has been named the senior 
of the month by the Westland Senior Resources 

Department. Mrs. Elbanowski, 78, has been active 
in St. Richard Church for 13 years, including serv­
ing as bingo chairman for nine years. He joined 
the Senior Resources Department Advisory Coun­
cil in 1980 and was elected treasurer in 1984. Her 
photo will be placed in the Friendship Center's 
senior hall of fame. She has been a local resident 
for 30 years. 

YMCA swimming 

The Wayne-Westland Family YMCA Is plan 
ning Its last two-week summer session for young­
sters between 6 to 13 next Monday through Aug. 
27, at the Y pool, 827 S. Wayne Road. Taught are 
skills and water safety. Classes will meet 45 min­
utes each day. There are two- and three-day op­
tion. Interested persons may call 721-7044. 
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Observer editorial draws fire 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITER 

The Westland Observer came 
under heavy fire Monday from 

! two Wayne-Wes t l and school 
board trustees for publishing an 
edi tor ia l t h a t cri t icized the 
board's spending priorities amid a 
severe budget crunch. 

The 'newspaper questioned the 
wisdom of a board decision to 
possibly spend $60,000 in taxpay­
er money to help subsidize a pay-
to-participate plan for Wayne-
Westland extracurricular student 
activities. 

Board trustee Leonard Posey 
said the Aug. 5 editorial amount­
ed to "irresponsible journalism." 

Board vice president Mathew 
McCusker accused the Observer 
of a lack of objectivity and said 
the newspaper has an "anti-

SCHOOLS 
Wayne-Westland bias." 

T h e editorial in ques t ion 
praised board trustee Richard Le-
Blanc for opposing'his colleagues 
on the pay-to-participate issue. 
LeBlanc questioned the priorities 
of providing $60,000 to support 
extracurricular activities when 
budget cuts have devastated ele­
mentary libraries and eliminated 
busing for junior high and high 
school Students. 

The district could face the 
$60,000 expenditure unless a citi­
zens group, Community Support 
for a Comple te E d u c a t i o n , 
succeeds at its goal of raising that 
amount. The $60,000 would help 
to subsidize extracurricular activ­
ities, {hough the bulk of funding 
would come from student fees. 

LeBlanc had stated, "I find it 
unacceptable that children have 
to find their own way to school, 
and yet they can be transported to 
an athletic program." 

The Observer agreed and sug­
gested that district residents want 
more academic results for their 
tax dollars — not athletic pro­
grams. 

The Observer also indicated the 
board's "twisted" priorities could 
cause problems for a tax increase 
proposal that voters will decide 
Oct. 18. The board still hasn' t an­
nounced a specific proposal, bu t 
is expected to decide the tax rate 
Aug. 23. 

On Monday, Posey took offense 
to . the editorial that he said 
praised LeBlanc but "lambasted" 
the rest of the board. He voiced 
disappointment with it and called 
it "irresponsible." 

McCusker's criticism went even 
deeper when he accused the news­
paper of "an anti-former adminis­
tration bias," an apparent refer­
ence to former Superintendent 
Dennis O'Neill. —-%.,_.„^*\ 

"I think the editorials irl the 
past year have shown that," 
McCusker said. 

O'Neill stepped down in late 
1991 under pressure from board 
members who had a majority at 
tha t time. The Observer never 
published an editorial supporting 
the decision to pressure O'NeiH to 
retire. 

However, the newspaper has 
suggested in several subsequent 
editorials that the board should 
stop fighting old battles and move 
forward with issues that need to 
be addressed, such as curriculum 
improvements. 

Mom protests schools' pay-to-play plan 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 

STAFF WRITER 

Jackie Wyrybkowski has five 
children enrolled in Wayne-West­
land schools, ranging from ele­
mentary to high school. 

On Monday, she criticized the 
school board's pay-to-participate 
plan that will allow students in 
upper grades to pay a fee for 
sports, marching band and other 
activities. 

She wants to know why her ele­
mentary students haven't been af­
forded the same opportunities in 
the wake of a budget crunch that 
ushered in pay-to-play. 

" Jus t as is the case with little 
baby Jessica, no j m e is listening 
to these kids," she toId^heT>darbT 
Monday. "Go out to the elementa­
ry schools and listen to those 
kids. They think they've done 

something wrong and they're 
being punished." 

Wyrybkowski was referring to 
the young child who, under court 
order, was removed from her 
adopted Ann Arbor parents and 
returned to her biological parents 
in Iowa. 

Expressive arts and other pro­
grams have been taken away from 
elementary students, with no plan 
to restore them unless voters pass 
a tax rate increase in a special 
Oct. 18 election. The board still 
hasn ' t decided on a specific ballot 
proposal. 

Under the pay-to-play plan, 
which has been approved, stu­
dents" in grades nine through 12 
who -""participate r n ^ a t h l e t i c s , 
marching band or cheerleading 
will pay $167. 

Students participating in sec­

ondary instrumental and vocal 
music will pay $25. Those in­
volved in forensics, musicals, dra­
ma and newspapers will pay $15. 
Intramural athletes in the .sev­
enth, eighth and ninth grades will 
pay $10. 

On Monday, parent Patricia 
Ducher told the board that it isn't 
fair t ha t marching band students 
should pay the same amount as 
athletes. She has long been an ad­
vocate for fine arts and has said 
that athletic programs seem to 
receive special treatment. 

In other developments at Mon­
day's meeting: 
• Trustee Richard LeBlanc drew 
support from Ducher for his 
stance against the pay^to^particr-
pate plan. LeBlanc considered it 
unacceptable, for example, tha t 
students ' could be transported to 

athletic events while busing to 
and from school has been elimi­
nated for secondary students be­
cause of budget cuts. 
• Sharon Felan, Wayne resident 
and former board member, de­
manded team work from the 
board and urged the board to find 
" tha t magic number" — referring 
to a tax rate proposal — that vot­
ers will support. 
• District employee Susan Mar­
tin urged the board to adopt a He-
pati tus B vaccination program for 
all employees, saying the district 
may be violating laws by not hav­
ing a plan. 
• The board adopted a resolu­
tion urging the state Legislature 
to seelP'fai? arid equitable "fund­
ing" for all Michigan students in 
the wake of the state's decision to 
eliminate school property taxes. 

Man faces sex charges 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 

STAFF WRITER 

A Westland man has been 
charged with sex crimes amid 
allegations he fondled a 12-year-
old neighbor girl a t his Bay Court 
residence, southeast of Venoy and 
Palmer, in the city's south end. 

Chester Vincent, 49, has been 
arraigned in 18th District Court 
on two counts of second-degree 
criminal sexual conduct. He could 
face Up to 15 years in prison if 
convicted. 

A plea of riot guilty has been 
entered in court for Vincent. He 
has been ordered to return to 
court next Thursday for a prelimi­
nary examination to determine if 
he should stand trial on the 

charges in Detroit Recorder's 
Court. 

Vincent remained in the county 
jail this week in lieu of a $20,000 
cash bond. The unemployed man 
lives on Bay Court with; his wife 
and two adult children, «aid De­
tective Sgt. Donald Haigh. 

The case emerged after the girl 
reported that she was fondled on 
two separate occasions. She re­
ported tha t she was fondled on 
her breasts and on her groin, 
Haigh said. 

One incident allegedly; occurred 
two weekends ago when the girl 
went /to a man's house on Bay 
Couru to return a radio that she 
had porrowed earlier, the detec-
tive a;aid. 

CARRIER OF THE MONTH: WESTLAND 

Melissa Valantas has been 
named the Westland Observer's 
carrierof the month. She is 14 and 
a 10th grader at Franklin High 
School. 

An Observer carrier for nearly 
two years, Melissa's favorite 

-school -subjects are science^and 
French. Her hobbies are reading, 
shopping, swimming and'Ashing. 

Melissa is the daughter of 
Thomas and Linda Valantas. Her 
brother, Justin, 12, Is also an Ob­
server carrier. 

If you want to be a Westland 
Observer carrier, please call 
591-0500 

Big 11 set 
to bombard 
lawmakers 

Melissa Valantas 

B Y M A R Y R O D R I Q U E 

STAFF WRITER 

When state lawmakers re­
turn from summer recess, they 
can expect a barrage of lobby­
ists representing the more than, 
500 Michigan public school 
districts at their door to 

' hammer out fiscal reform. 
Administrators from the 

state 's 11 largest school dis­
tricts, representing a quarter of 
all public school students in 
Michigan, have banded togeth­
er to convey their own agenda. 

"The legislature will have to 
come back in with some prop­
erty tax revenue," said Joseph 
Marinelli, Livonia school su­
perintendent and a founder of 
the so-called Big 11. 

"You can't take $5.7 billion 
off the books and expect to re­
place it with income or sales 
tax. I don't believe it's possi­
ble," said Marinelli, who over­
sees a $101-million budget and 
more than 17,000 students in 
the district which includes the 
northern section of Westland. 

L a w m a k e r s e l i m i n a t e d 
school property tax funding 
earlier this summer, effective 
for the 1994-95-sehoel yearT 

More pressing, the legislature 
still has not passed the state 
aid package for the school year 
beginning in just a few weeks. 

The Big 11 represent a varie­
ty of districts, as urban as De­
troit and Grand Rapids, as 
suburban as Livonia and Dear­
born. 

"The Big 11 districts alone 
are faced with budget deficits 
totaling nearly $100 million," 
said Marinelli. "The districts 
have come together to work 
toward re-establishing educa­
tion as the number-one priori­
ty in this 'state." 

The Big 11 worry that with­
out genuine reform, the state 
will slide into educational 
bankruptcy with repercussions 
for generations to come. 

Meeting since last March, 
the Big 11 have reached a con­
sensus on some issues: 
• Property tax relief can only 

• 'You can't take 
$5.7 billion off the 
books and expect to 
replace it with in­
come or sales tax. i 
don't believe It's 
possible.' ' 

Joseph Marinelli 
Livonia schools 
superintendent 

be supported if every district is 
fully reimbursed by the state 
for losses in a timely fashion. 
• Reform must reduce the 
disparity in per-pupil expendi­
tures between districts. 
• The s ta te . should use a 
planned, phased-in approach 
to significantly close the equity 
gap. 
• The state must give top pri­
ority to finding new revenue 
sources, and not supplant 
funds dedicated for education, 
as in the case of the lottery. 
• The state shouldn't take 
credit for property tax relief if 
it merely places the burder^on-
local districts to increase taxes 
to maintain programs and ser­
vices. 
• There can be no new man­
dates to local districts without 
full state funding. 
• Any reform naust provide 
stability from, year to year so 
districts can effectively plan 
programs and services. 
• The state should constitu­
tionally guarantee educational 
opportunity for all students. 

"We agreed;to send our ideas 
and concerns to guide school 
finance reform in this state," 
Marinelli said. "We've ob­
served for the past several 
years the failed efforts for ade­
quate and equitable funding. 
Speaking with one voice, we 
hope to have impact." 

Both the Detnocrats and Re­
publicans are working infor­
mally in caucuses now on tax 
reform and equality. 

r — COUPON 

"Shear-Delight 
| Beauty Salon 

Curly No-S«t Ptrmi 

I Wells - '23°° 

( Conditioning 

Perm - *28°° 
. Short Hair Only 
I Intra lor long & 0 / i M Mr 

' Haircut Extra 
| HAIR CUTS '8°° 

3 4 7 7 5 W a r r e n 

I Just E. of Wayne Road 

Across from McDonald's 

I 595-6333 
I — COUPON 

»n 

LJJ 

CA$H IN YOUR CLOSET 
NOW ACCEPTING \ 

FALL J 
WOMENS • DESIGNER • 2 YRS. OR 

& FASHIONS NEWER 
CHILDRENS & ACCESSORIES FRESHLY 

:_^ LAUNDERED 

C O N S I G N M E N T ARRIVE ON 
^ W " * " " HANGERS 

NO. APPT. 
NECESSARY 

Canton 
43311 Joy Rd. 
Coventry Commons 

459-1566 V 

CLOTHIERS 
Northville 

42947 W. 7 Mile 
Highland LakM 

347-4570 

HOURS: 
Mon.-Fri. 10-7 
Sat. 1 0 « 
Sun. 11-6 

Good Old Days 
Are Back 

August 13, 14 & 15 and 
20, 21 & 22. Only 50e a game 

L A D I E S L E A G U E S 
Ladies Day Leagues 
Tuesday <)..}()'am (4) 
Wednesday </• 15 a.m. (J) 
Wednesday 1245 p.m. (4) 
Thursday ') 15 a.m. (4) 
Thursday 12:45p.m. (4) 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * • * • » • 

M E N ' S L E A G U E S 
Men 's Night leagues 

10 it) a.m. (5) Monday 6J0 p m (5) 
10 00 am (J) Tuesday 6.-J0 p.m. (5) 

iiOpm(.i) Wednesday 7.00pm (5) 
Friday (>J0 p.m. (5) 

Ladies Night Leagues 
Tuesday Trio 
Thursday 
Friday 

'):JO p.m. 
7:JO p.m. 
6: JO p. m. 

(J) 
(V 

OURIrVf. WEEKDAY LEAGUES WE HAVE A SUPERVISED 
PIAYROOM FOR CHILDREN 6 « UNDER. 

Men's Day League 
Sunday Morning 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 

Frtaay . , 
• A * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AFTER MIDNIGHT TRIO BOWLINC LEAGUE THURSDAY AT 12:30 A.M. 
any comb ina t ion LADIES • MIXED • or MEN 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
M I X E D L E A G U E S 
Monday 1000 a m (J) Thursday ^ 20 pm (5) 
Monday (> 45 p m (5) Friday (rJOpm (5) 
Tuesday <)JOpm (J) Friday ')J0 p m (4) e/w - e/n 
Wednesday 4 15pni(J) Saturday 6 JO e/o (4) 
Wednesday 7 • /5 p m.(5) Saturday ') 00 e/u<& e/other (4) 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Moonlight Bowling Only S12 00 a couple or $10 00 a single 
— Now Saturday Night at 10 30 

Super Bowl • 45100 Ford Rd. • Canton, Mich. • 459-6070 

With a fixed rate of 7.75% APR* and terms ot up to two years, our QN£ for ALL 
Loan sizzles with value. Use it for almost any reason: vacation, home bedutification ( 

projects, upcoming tuition, to pay off debt.you name it. Chances are, yj>u have a' 
good reason to apply for this ONE for ALL Loan. ,' 

arich This special offering is available only until August 30. So call the branch office 
nearest you today. Applying is easy, the people are friendly, arid the process is quick. 

•Annual Percentage Rale Some reatructlona apply 

(£3 Credit Union ONE 
Membership open through one of our affiliates 

Administrative Ollleet/Ferndale 
Ml) rasl Nine Mile Hoart 

Fprndalo Ml 4fl??() 
313 19R 1 ? 10 

Medical Center .11.1 A.I? 70.10 
Macomb Townihlp 11.1 566 l ion 

Royal 0 i> 11.1780 '.010 
Shelby Townthlp 313 ?54 5560 

Southwell Detroit 1111)41) OORO 
Sterling Helghti 31.1 9?a / IH1 

Troy 113 IW9 MtOO 

Westland 313.425.1520 
Comer of Mlddlebelt & Warren Roads 

Hours: Monday 9:30-6, Tuesday-Thursday 9:30-3 
Friday 9:30-7 
Saturday - Drive Thru Hours 9:30-1 p.m. 
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It's in the way that they use it 

Lining up a shot: Patrick Ogden of Westland prepares a shot on one of the oak billiard 
n^Ws~tn~wrup^cateirittiarictfttdHTtWvsthmd. 

Seeing green: Pool hall 
cues up for big business 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITER 

George Marvaso may have Tom 
Cruise to thank if his new West-
land business succeeds. 

Marvaso is hoping to capitalize 
on a resurging interest in pool 
halls spawned by Cruise's film 
"TheColorofMoney." 

The movie may be nine years 
old, but it spurred a new pool hiall 
economic climate that Marvaso 
said continues to improve in the 
'90s. 

"There's been a big boom in the 
industry," he said. 

Seeing green, Marvaso envi­
sioned a potentially lucrative ven­
ture in a vacancy at Westland 
Plaza, a strip center on the north­
west corner of Wayne Road and 
Hunter. Three weeks ago he 
opened Electric Stick, The Bil­
liard Club. 

If the name of Marvaso's busi­
ness seems glitzy, it 's not by acci­
dent. The newer billiard clubs 
have an upscale image, marking 
an evolution from the old musty 
halls where pool sharks hustled 
for money. 

Done in brick and marble and 
sporting 24 custom-made oak bil­
liard tables, The Electric Stick is 
glamorous compared to the dingy 
pool halls featured in "The Hus­
tler," a 1961 fdm that starred 
Paul Newman and inspired "The 
Color of Money." 

• The business Is targeted for the clean-cut 
set, 18 to 35, and some couples are choosing 
to go on a date to The Electric Stick Instead of 
seeing a movie or a concert, owner George 
Marvaso said. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY JIM JAGDFEUJ 

Marvaso's business is targeted 
for the clean-cut set, 18 to 35, and 
some couples are choosing to go 
on a date to The Electric Stick in­
stead of seeing a movie or a con­
cert, Marvaso said. 

"If you come in on a Friday 
night, you'll see as many women 
as men," he said. 

Melissa Rozek, 29, recently of­
fered an explanation as she shot 
pool with her friend, 20-year-old 
Eric McDonald. 

"It 's a nice atmosphere," said 
Rozek, a Garden City Hospital 
public relations employee. "I love 
to shoot pool, and it 's a nice 
crowd here. You can end up run­
ning into people you know." 

The Electric Stick also offers 
food and a full bar, although a 
sign near the bar warns patrons: 
"Stay sober or stay out." 

"It 's a good environment, be­
tween a bar and a straight pool 
hall," said McDonald, an employ­
ee who is setting up billiard 
leagues and tournaments. 

He also commended a juke box 

that plays compact discs. 
- / ' Y o u can hear everything from 
Motown classics to alternative 
rock, like Pearl J am," he said. 

With a seating capacity of 130, 
The Electric Stick also offers food 
such as "The Big Stick," a burger 
tha t Marvaso hopes will become 
one of Westland's favorites. 

For patrons who need a break 
from billiards, Marvaso installed 
dart boards and 16 televisions for 
major sporting events. Altogether, 
he has pumped nearly $500,000 
into the business and hired 40 
employees. 

Now he's waiting to see if The 
Electric Stick — like Tom Cruise 
at the box office — will bring in 
the color of money. 

Hourly rates apply to billiard 
tables, such as $7.25 for two people 
or $9.25 for four. Rates are lower 
before 6 p.m. Hours are 11 a.m. to 
2 a.m. every day except Sunday, 
when the club opens at noon. Be­
fore 8p.m., patrons under 18years 
old are allowed with a parent or 
guardian, but the after-8 crowd 
must be 18. 

Concentration: Melissa Rozek of Westland pays close attention during a game of "nine 
ball." Rozek says she comes to Electric Stick because it has a nice atmosphere. 

THEY'RE OFF AND RUNNING — TO OUR GREAT 
POST LIGHT SALE! AT YOUR GATE, LAWN, DECK, 
PATIO, GARDEN AND WALKWAYS, POST LIGHTS 
OFFER SECURITY AND A PLEASING DECORATIVE 
EFFECT. ASSORTED STYLES AND SIZES, SOLID 
BRASS OR DIE-CAST METAL IN VARIOUS FINISHES. 
FLUORESCENT, HIGH-PRESSURE SODIUM OR 
MERCURY VAPOR LIGHTS. 7 FT. STEEL POSTS, 
EITHER CROSS-ARM OR WITH CONVENIENT 
WEATHERPROOF OUTLET ONTPOST. EASY TO 
INSTALL (BROSE STOCKS UNDERGROUND WIRE, 
PHOTO CELLS, TIMERS.) 

ij^vfiiP^pfflr 

RMdy, aim: Dan Horner of Livonia takes aim in a match ivith Jim Hester of Westland 
at Electric Stick, an upscale billiard hall in Westland. 

10% 
OFF 
our already 
40%-50% 
discounted 

prices 
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Jobs from page 1A 

mentary education. She has a 
doctorate degree in administra­
tion from Wayne State Universi­
ty. 
• Celestine Sanders, a black 
woman who has been promoted 
from Titus Elementary principal 
to Adams Junior High principal. 
She will be paid $67,749. She has 
a master's degree from Eastern 
Michigan University and also has 
earned her administrative certifi­
cation, and she is working on her 
doctorate. She has been a district 
employee since 1970,, when she 
was hired as a teacher. 
• Sally Perkins, also black, who 
has been hired as an elementary 
principal at a salary of $63,631. 
She is expected to be placed at 
Titus, replacing Sanders. She will 
leave her job as a middle school 
assistant principal in Petroit. She 
has a doctorate degree from the 
University of Michigan. 
II Diane Nichols, a white Garden 
City educator who has been an el­
ementary principal and supervi­
sor of continuing education. She 
is expected to be placed at Ketter­
ing Elementary School. Her sal­
ary will be $55,901. She has a 
master's degree from EMU. 

Board president Winter cast 

Shooting 

the lone dissenting vote against 
Johnson for the cabinet position. 
He said he didn't oppose her per­
sonally, but noted that he has 
generally opposed an administra­
tive reorganization plan by 
Thomas. 

Board trustee Richard LeBlanc 
cast the only opposing vote 
against Perkins because he said 
she should have been brought in 
at a lower salary.' 

Monday's hirings came in the 
wake of criticism that Wayne-
Westland school officials have 
received from some district resi­
dents, who had called for more in­
tense efforts to recruit minority 
educators. - . -

,, The district has fewer than 1 
percent of minority educators, in­
cluding teachers, compared to a 
13-percent minority student pop­
ulation. 

The latest hirings will bring to 
five the total number of minority 
educators in current administra­
tive positions. The two others in­
clude Jose Muller, Taft-Galloway 
Elementary principal, the dis­
trict's only Hispanic administra­
tor, and Darlene Scott, an Afri­
can-American who is assistant 
principal at Wayne Memorial. 

from page 1A 

The couple had driven Lane's 
Cadillac on the trip, and the car 
has been found near Flint. 

"She was my little girl," Rose 
said of Lane. And Lane has two 
children of her own: Scott, 21, and 
Stacey, 18. She also has a 2V2-
year-old granddaughter, Shawna 
Marie. 

—Sheri f f Hargrave confirmed 
that the four bodies had received 
multiple gunshot wounds before 

the house was burned. The fire 
was believed to have been deliber­
ately set, but the exact cause 
wasn't known Wednesday, Har­
grave said. 

The fire was reported to the 
sheriffs department by a neigh­
bor who saw the blaze while pass­
ing by Sunday morning, Hargrave 

-said.^—-^-.— —r- - —— — 
The sheriffs department had 

no suspects as of Wednesday. • 

Feud from page 1A 

and spoke critically of the old pro­
gram. 

"It's like a prison, and you 
don't learn anything," said Rob­
ert Foster of Inkster. "There's 
something real wrong with the 
program." 

He added later that high school 
officials "send us over there (to 
the Cherry Hill center) because 
they don't want to deal with the 
problems. 

"Most of the (Cherry Hill) 
teachers act like they don't care," 
Foster added. "They just act like 
they want to come in and get their 
paycheck, and that's it." 

Former Cherry Hill student 
Nathan Everden , consistently 
flunked at the alternative center 
but improved to a near-perfect 
grade point average when he re­
turned to John Glenn. Teachers 

confirmed his statements Mon­
day. 

Everden has since dropped out 
and received his GED. Both he 
and Foster said they plan to at­
tend college. 

They fared better than many 
other Cherry Hill students, who 

ive a - nnrrihined high school 
dropout rate of 60 percent. Cherry 
Hill's enrollment ranged from 60 
students to 200 at any given time 
during the last school year. 

At one point Monday, Superin­
tendent Tnomas appeared angry 
that some board trustees: refused 
to even hear the administration's 
presentation on the proposed al­
ternative program. 

-'I'm not going to take years to 
tell you we have a major problem, 
when it needs to be fixed today," 
he said. 

Voice of charity 
DJ quietly helps good causes 
B Y H E L E N NIEMIEC 
STAFF WRITER 

Ken Calvert is a familiar 
voice. His drive time show on 
WLLZ Radio and his once and 
future stint as the voice of the 
Detroit Pistons give him a high 
level of fame. 

But there is another "voice" 
that he uses, a voice that bene­
fits a number of charitable or­
ganizations. 

His philanthropic efforts are 
generally low-key, though he 
contributes a good deal of time 
and money to his chosen causes 
during the year. 

Calvert always is available to 
help Brother Rice, of which he is 
an alumni, the Association for 
Retarded Citizens (ARC) and 
the Leukemia Society of Ameri­
ca. And there are a myriad of 
other causes that he can't say no 
to when asked for a hand. 

He and wife Ann became in­
volved with ARC when a friend 
of theirs asked them to put their 
name on the committee. The 
friend has a retarded daughter. 

"The child lives at home and 
the mother devotes a lot of her 
life to taking care of that child's 
basic needs. It flipped me out 
when I heard what the costs and 
the time involved are," Calvert 
said. 

Out of curiosity, he went to a 
"board meeting -and Tourid Out 

that ARC was having a difficult 
time raising money. The Cal-
verts started a golf tournament 
to raise money. That event ran 
for three years and this year was 

replaced with a celebrity roast, 
with Ken Calvert as the first ce­
lebrity on the skewer. 

"We got involved and we like 
seeing the results," he said. 

Thomas Kendziorski, ARC 
executive director, speaks in su­
perlatives when' talking about 
Ken and Ann Calvert's involve­
ment. 

"I can't say enough about 
-them," Kendziorski sa id . 
"They're just wonderful peo­
ple." 

The Calverts got involved five 
years ago and Kendziorski said 
the couple attended the board 
meetings, not satisfied to be an 
"in-name only" member. The 
more they learned about the or­
ganization and its need, the 
more they wanted to help. 

They have spent so much 
time, effort and money in help­
ing ARC that the board initiat­
ed the Ken and Ann Calvert 
Philanthropist Award to give at­
tention to those who go beyond 
the call of duty. The Calverts 
also were the* first recipients of 
the award. 

"They've done a lot for us," 
Kendziorski said. "And the ex­
posure has been wonderful. In 
his business, Ken gets the ARC 
name out there and that is in­
valuable." 

The disc jockey will be using 
the airwavefnext week~fo pro-' 
mote another charitable cause. 

Calvert and his new radio 
partner Ed Kelly are holding a 
28-hour radiothon to benefit the 
Leukemia Society. It's the two 

of them auctioning special mer­
chandise tad trading donations 
for song requests for a day plus 
four hours. The radiothon starts 
at 6 a.m. or Thursday and goes 
until 10 a.m. Friday. 

While the stretch itself is an 
exhausting effort, the Calverts 
spend months in preparation — 
gathering items, lining up celeb­
rities to call in and gearing up 
for the arduous task of not only 
staying awake but staying alert 
and conversational. At the end 
of the radiothon, Calvert likened 
the seconds after the finale to 
"hitting a brick wall." 

"But when you finish with a 
payoff of over $100,000 — that's 
the pot at the end of the rain­
bow," Calvert said. "It's enough 
to keep an organization alive for 
a year. It's like Home Shopping 
Network for God. It's a chance 
to bid on something like an Ed­
die Van Halen autographed gui­
tar and all that money goes to 
the Leukemia Foundation." 

He expects his friends Mark 
Ridley of the Comedy Castle, co­
medians Tim Allen and Dave 
Coullier and singers Bob Seger 
and Ted Nugent to call in and 
help out. They're used to it, be­
cause he's tapped them in the 
past for other projects. 

"If you're involved in some­
thing, you can get other people 

"involved. The^ enthusiasm ~is~ 
contagious," Calvert said. "And 
I've got high quality friends and 
they can cough up the bucks or 
something." 

If he's not at ARC, he's at a 

celebrity golf tournament. He's 
looking forward to emceeing a 
pet show in late August at The 
Community House. 

Calvert tries to downplay his 
charitable involvements. An ad­
mitted workaholic who does the 
6-10 a.m. radio show, goes home 
to sleep and then reappears at 
any number of events in the ear­
ly evening or will serve as the 
voice of the Pistons at the home 
games this coming season. 

Calvert is the announcer who 
turned Joe Dumars' name into a 
13 syllable pronunciation. 

"I'm a sucker and I wear my 
heart on my sleeve but all this 
has given a balance to my life. A 
lot of times I sleep in two four-
hour segments and it does get 
tough. 

"But I wouldn't want it any 
different. In the time that's not 
taken up by work or the special 
events, we manage to have fun," 
Calvert said. 

Calvert readily admits that 
Ann Calvert is the part of the 
team with strong organizational 
skills and does the tasks of 
reading myriads of mail ("Some 
letters would break your heart," 
he said) to proof reading pro­
grams. 

"My wife is as good as it gets. 
She has more energy than any 
four humansv~She does w h a t I 
don't get done or what I don't 
like to do. She'll go to the 
printer to proof read an invita­
tion. I'd rather muscle someone 
for a hundred bucks." 

Lecture: Eat out, don't pig out 
Eating out is a way of life, but 

'choTces^liaineMTo^excess fat, 
cholesterol, sodium and sugar. 

Do you want to eat healthy 
when dining out but aren't sure 
what to order? Come learn how to 
make food selections for your 
heart and waistline at the St. 
Mary Hospital "Let's Talk" 
Carelink lecture, "Eating Out 
Healthy" from 1 to 3 p.m. Tues­
day, Sept. 14. 

The lecture will be held in the 
St. Mary Hospital auditorium, 
Five Mile and Levan. 

Linda DeVore, a registered 
dietician"," 
make healthier menu decisions 
when eating out. Area restaurant 
menus will be used to offer partic­
ipants real life examples of im­
proved menu selections. 

There's no charge; for the lec­
ture, and refreshments will be 
served. To make reservations, call 
St. Mary Hospital at 591-2922. 
Carelink is a hospital discount 
program for people age 55 and 
over. 

To Celebrate the Opening of Her 
New Orthodontic Practice, 

Dr. Josephine Finazzo 
3" TS xrff ertng— 

50000 Off 
Standard upper & lower braces 
Regular fee $2,600 - Now $2,100 

With this ad • Call for details 

442-8885 
19223 Merr iman, Livonia 

Over 10 Years Experience! 
Sat. & Evening Appts. Available 

Most Insurances Accepted 

READER SERVICE PHONE LINES 
HOMEUNE: 9 5 3 - 2 0 2 0 

>- Open houses and new developments in your area. 

>- Free real estate seminar information. 

CLASSIFIED AFTER HOURS: 5 9 1 - 0 9 0 0 

>- Place classified ads at your convenience. 

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS 

OAKLAND COUNTY: 901 -4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591 -0500 

>- Request subscriptions at your convenience. 

EVENTS LINE: 953 -2005 

>- Current details regarding community events including dates, times and fees. 

AD SITTER 
>- Don't talk to strangers! Let us handle the callers. At your convenience, 

call in to retrieve.responses from your ad. It's convenient, safe and free 
with any paid classified ad. Respond to an ad: 953-2000; place an ad: 
591-0900. 

FAX LINE: 1 -800 -967 -5904 
>- You can use a MasterCard™ or Visa'to access the following informa­

tion from our classified ads: 

• Item No. 9700: Collectibles: Auction sales. Antiques crafts, 
rummage sales. Cost: $5.95 

• Item No. 9800: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, air­
planes, etc. Cost: $5.95 

• Item No. 9822: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all makes of 
automobiles. Cost: $39.95 

• Item No. 2001: Listing of all golf courses and their rates in 
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb counties. Cost: $4.95 

O & E ON-LINE 

BIRMINGHAM AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 901-4711 

LIVONIA AND SURROUNDING AREAS: 591-0903 
»- With a computer and modem you can log on to O&E On-Line, a com­

puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can 
access: 
• Community events including all areas covered by our paper 
• Stock quotes that are updated daily. 
• Associated Press news - local and national. 
• Westcoast Music Review, an electronic music magazine. 
• Boardwatch magazine,a guide to on-line information services 
• PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs. 

Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail­
able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the 
Observer & Fccentric* offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3. 

BBS HOTLINE: 9 5 3 - 2 2 6 6 

>- Feel free to call us if you need help signing on to O&E On-Line. 

tfDbocrucrg Eccentric* 
NEWSPAPERS 

Destlanft ©bservar 
663-530 

Published every Monday and Thursday by Observer & Eccentric® Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft. Livonia. Ml 
48150 Second class postage paid al 1'voma. Ml 48151 Address all mail (subscription, change of address. 
Form3569noPO Bo* 242«. Livonia. Ml 48151 Telephone 591 0500. 

HOME DELIVERY SERVICE 
Newss'ano per copy. 50* 
Carrier monthly, $3 00 
Man Yearly. *55.00 

An advertising published m the West land Observer is subject to the conditions stated m the applicable rate 
ca'd copies of which are available from the advertising department. Westland Observer. 36251 Schoolcraft, 
iivonta Ml 48150 (313)591 2300 The Westland Observer reserves the nght not to accept an advertiser's 
oidf" Observer & Eccentric1* ad takers have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an 
advertisement, snati consul ule final acceptance nt the advertiser" s order 

IT'S JUST 
POSSIBLE 
YOU'VE 

READ THIS 
PAPER 

BEFORE. 
Because this newspaper 

uses recycled newsprint 
whenever It can. 

Recycled newsprint Is just 
one of many useful 
products made from old 
newspapers. Recycling 
keeps the newspaper 
you're reading from the 
landfill. And It helps us all 
to save money. So. after 
you read, recycle. 

And we'll do our part. 
We'll use It again. 

Read. Th»n R»cycl«>. 
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To our young patients who had 
NO CAVITIES at their latest checkup. 

We applaud you and your family. 
•D.J. Marderosian 
• Ani Marderosian 
• Elizabeth Oris 
• Brian Chaney 
• Kevin Chaney 
• Justin Clark 

• Chris Greniewicki 
• Dan Greniewicki 
• Amanda Vieu 
• Vicki Dubiel 
• Michael Fry 

• Ryan Brach 
• Alexa Dunn 
• Kelly O'Brien 
• Sean O'Brien 
• Renee O'Brien 
• Chris O'Brien 

JAY NITZKIN, D.D.S. 
14325 Middlebelt (3 Blocks N. of I-96) 427-7555 

Wo Welcome Now Patlonts 

Does your family know what funeral 
arrangements you want?" 

There is an easy way to make sure you 
have the exact arrangements you want 
without putting a burden on your family. 

Choose the arrangements you want 
through the Family Considerations 
program. You can pre-pay for 
arrangements over time so your family 
won't inherit a funeral financial burden. 

Come see us anytime. With Family 
Considerations, your family will never 
have to worry about your funeral 
arrangements. 

James Vermeulen 

Vermeulen Funeral Homes, Inc. 
Vermeulen 
Funeral Home 

46401 Ann Arbor Rond 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 
(313) 459-2250 

ifust 
Vermeulen Memorial 

Funeral Home 
080 N. Nirwburah Road 

WMtlnnd. Ml 481BS 
(313) 326-1300 

Family Consideration pinna arr iindrrwrltlrn by United Family Llfr Insurance Company 


