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Charles Pickering 5,038 
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Sandra Cicirelli 10,844 
David Cox 7,268 
Bhagwan Dashairya 1,579 
Joseph Eadeh -. 5,884 

-Charles Griffin 7,333 
Sharon Scott 9,368 
Dorothy Smith 6,258 
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Leaky issue: The city council will 
wait to decide whether to ask for a 
formal study of the water system, 
which has been loosing millions of 
dollars a year in lost water. / 2A 

Bill's breakfast: U.S. Rep. Ford 
predicted that President Clinton's 
health insurance proposal will be 
approved by Congress. / 6A 

Library delay: The city council 
wants several key questions an
swered before it approves the use 
of TIFA money for a new city li
brary. /9A ' 

b s " • ( • » • 

End critiques: The city council 
should drop having political fliers 
critiqued during the "citizens re
quests" of its business meetings. 
/ 12A 

V I 

Playoff time: John Glenn High 
School's offensive line is featured 
by sports editor Brad Emons as 
the Rockets prepare for Saturday's 
opening playoff game against 
Adrian. / I B 
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Movies: "Look Who's Talking 
Now" opens Friday. Enter a pic
ture of your dog in our contest. 
/ 3 C 

Cutting edge: See whfLawrence 
Technological University's archi
tectural illustration program is 

drawing national attention. / I F 
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Mayor Thomas: 'I love my job' 
Council incumbents 
win easy re-election 

As therdust settles following one of the bitterest elec
tions in memory, re-elected Mayor Robert Thomas 
and his defeated opponent, City Council president 
Charles Pickering, both say they are ready to mend-
the fences. 

B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITER 

Mayor Robert Thomas, riding a ti
dal wave of public support, made his
tory Tuesday night by becoming the 
first Westland mayor ever to win a 
second four-year term. 

"That feels extremely good," a jubi
lant Thomas said, celebrating with 
some 300 supporters at the city's 
Friendship Center, 1119 N. New-
burgh. "I love my job, and I just want 
to get back to work." 

Thomas crushed a challenge from 
"r iM ntUl l l i l 1 I" " 1 " " ' fhn rU.1 Pir l rpr-

ing, defeating him by a nearly 2-to-l 
margin in one of the most bitterly 

fought mayoral races in the city's 27-
year history. 

Pickering, a real estate broker who 
served a mayoral term plagued by 
controversy in 1982-85, fought hard to 
overcome a.38-point lead that Thom
as commanded in the Sept. 14 prima
ry. 

In Tuesday's showdown, however, 
Thomas's popularity became in
disputable as he captured 66.3 per
cent of the vote, compared to Picker
ing's 33.7 percent. The mayor cap
tured 40 of the city's 41 precincts. 

"I think what you see there is a re
port card," he said, pointing to unoffi
cial tute totals posted on a Friend 

B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
S I AH- WRITER 

Westland voters re-elected two city 
councilwomen Tuesday night and 
chose a former mayor and his running 
mate to replace two departing council 
members. 

Incumbents Sandra Cicirelli and 
Sharon Scott easily won four-year 
terms, becoming the top two vote-
getters, respectively. Charles Griffin, 
mayor in 1986-89, placed third and 
also earned a four-year seat. 

Griffin's running mate, David Cox, 
< ame in fourth and won a two-year 
term. He finished close behind Giif— 

Griffin and Cox will replace council 
members Kenneth Mehl and Terri 
Reighard-Johnson. A 12-year council 
veteran, Mehl, who launched an un
successful mayoral campaign last 
summer, will step down when his 
term expires Dec. 31. Reighard-John
son didn't seek re-election. 

Perennial council candidate Doro
thy Smith lost her election bid after 
placing fifth in Tuesday's voting, fol
lowed by political newcomer Joseph 
E a d e h and las t -p lace f in isher 
Bhagwan Dashairya, who suffered his 
second council defeat. 

See THOMAS, 3A fin. 

Autumn leaves 

ART EMANUELE/STAKF PHOTOGRAPHER 

High piles: David Doddie, many other local residents, collected large piles of leaves on his 
front yard for his children to play in. Doddie and family live onSeechwood. 

Would-be rapist sent to prison 
B Y D A R R E L L C L K M 
S T A F F WRITER 

A Westland man accused of threat
ening to kill a Westland woman dur
ing a brutal rape attempt in a south-
end field has been ordered to spend 
four to 10 years in prison. 

Aric Chnnning Trotter, 30, is serv
ing his term in Jackson State Prison 
after being sentenced for trying to 
rape the 27-yenr-old woman in a field 
near Palmer and Venoy. 

The woman had testified in a pre
trial hearing that she was "beaten to 
n pulp" by Trotter and that he not-
only tried to rape her, but warned her 
not to worry about AIDS because she 
"was going to die anyway." 

The badly bruised woman said she 
fought off Trotter by kicking him, bit
ing his hand, scratching his face and 
screaming. The 1;30 a.m. attack on 
Aug. 8 came after they left a party, on 
the pretense that. Trotter would give 

her a ride to a nearby store. 
The woman testified during a pre

trial hearing that she mentioned the 
fatal disease AIDS when Trotter at
tacked her, but said he told her, "It 
doesn't matter. You're going to die 
anyway." 
, Trotter had been ordered by 18th 
District Judge Gail McKnight to 
stand trial on n charge of assault with 

Sec PRISON, 2A 

"See COUNCIL, 37>r 

Teens 
robbed 
of candy 
B Y D A R R E L L C L E M 
STAFF WRITER 

Two teens reported handguns being 
drawn when they were robbed of their 
Halloween candy Sunday evening on 
a residential stTeet near Merriman 
and Palmer in Westland, police said. 

In other weekend crime: 
• A Westland man told police he 
was beaten with fists and a baseball 
bat when a dispute with two other 
men spilled outside a Westland bar. 
• A store detective at a Westland 
strip mall reported being assaulted 
with chemical Mace when she tried to 
stop a shoplifter. 
I A Westland apartment tenant — 
angered by a loud party — may face 
criminal charges for threatening an 
upstairs neighbor with a handgun, 
Sgt. Tom Kubitskey said. 

In the Halloween robbery, the two 
15-year-old trick-or-treaters told po
lice they were robbed of their candy 
when they were approached by seven 
to nine teenagers while walking on 
Glen, west of Merriman. 

The victims reported that some in 
the group "pulled out handguns," De
tective Sgt. Donald Haigh said, but 
the number of guns was not immedi
ately known. 

The incident happened a t 7:45 p.m. 
Sunday. No injuries were reported as 
the trick-or-treaters gave up their 
candy, Haigh said. 

Early Saturday, a Westland man, 
21, reported being beaten with fists 
and a baseball bat when he got into 
an argument with two other men — 
all of whom were ordered to leave the 
Ford Road Bar, just west of Wayne 
Road 

The 1:20 a.m. beating occurred out
side of the bar, and the victim was 
treated at Annapolis Hospital in 
Wayne for a dislocated shoulder and 
various scrapes and bruises, police re-

. ports said:' 
All three mep were drunk during 

the dispute, Detective Sgt. Marc 
Stobbe said. No charges have been 
filed. 

On Friday, a store detective in the 
Westland Crossing strip mall on the 
northeast corner of Warren and 
Wayne Roads was sprayed in the eyes 
with chemical Mace when she tried to 
stop a shoplifter shortly before 4 p.m., 
police reports said. 

Campaign chairman 
There is another campaign going on in West-

land, but it has nothing to do with the just-com
pleted mayoral and city council elections. The 
iainpaign is headed by Norman St.ockmeyer to 
raise $400,000 for the Salvation Army's new com
munity service center, under construction on 
Venoy near Dorsey. The $400,000 represents one-
third of the building's projected costs. Businesses, 
organizations and individuals are being contacted 
by Stockmeyer's committee members for dona
tions. Stockmeyer is no stranger to public service 
and community activities. 

For book lovers 
Paper Backs 'n Things will have n "bonk lovers 

• 

PLACES & FACES 

day" from t-4 p.m. Saturday with 12 authors 
scheduled to be on hand to talk to customers. The 
business is in the Oak Plaza strip mall, on Wayne 
Band, between Joy and Cowan. The authors 
scheduled to attend the function are Ruth Ryan 
Lnngan, Shelly Thaeker, Joan Shapiro, Mariane 
Willman, Linda Long Bart ell, Peggy Honchar, Jill 
Gregory, Carol Kalz, Joan Avery, Judy Ganthier, 
Jeanne Savery and Patricia Ellis. The authors will 
sign their books in the newly-expanded store, 

which now sells new as well as used books. Owner 
is Joan Adis. 

Basketball tournament 
The Westland recreation department will hold 

its annual 3-on-3 basketball tournament Saturday 
and Sunday, Nov. 13-14 at Bailey Recreation Cen
ter, on Ford east of Newburgh, just behind city 
hall. There will be a men's open and mens 6-foot 
and under divisions. Fee for t,he double elimina
tion tournament is $40 per team. Registration is 
open at the Bailey Center. Mark Chevrolet is 
sponsoring the tournament and will present, tro
phies to the winners and runners-up in each divi
sion. Each player will also get a free T-shirt . Inter
ested persons may contact the center, 722-7620, 
for information. 

M M i mam warn 
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Council to discuss plans 
for cost-saving water repairs 
B Y D A R R E L L C L K M 
STAFF WRITM* 

Water-sys tem repairs - t ha t 
could »a»e WesUand taxpayers $3 
nilliun a >eui ore beirrg cclisid-
-.v\ !•> the W^otiJtid'Ot> I euu 

•• On MvmU>.-the Ma.\,or Robert 

• . d l l d c ' -.pt'-.dillf, u,- I. $'JL>,UU<J K: 
hd.e the ».it_v's Iiak> Aatel system 
ntudmd by SLC Hydro Meter 
T o t i n g & Repair 

Bat the council dcld.»td a vote 
on the proposal and scheduled a 
slud> session toi Mondd> to Jib 
cuss it. 

The company would test 360 
miles of Westland water mains for 
leaks and also stuck the heaviest 
users of wator - both industrial 
and residential — to try to find 
solutions to the city s water loss 
problem, said Carl Clark, public 
ser\ices direnor. 

Councilman Kenneth Mehl has 
estimated that water leaks cost 
•U taxpa\ers $3 m i l l i on a year 

• i f $3 million in wa
ter loss Is a correct 
figure, we will lose 
$60,000 per week. -
Postponement of one 
week for a study ses
sion costs $60,000.' 

Robert Thomas 
mayor 

He had made the issue a focal 
point of his mayoral campaign, 
which failed in the Sept. 14 pri
mary. 

On Monday, Mehl questioned 
why the administration-recom
mended company for the water 
study has bid on the job, only to 
indicate that it plans to hire a' 
subcontractor to perform sotne of 
the work. 

Clark indicated that the sub
contractor. M.E. Simpson Co., 
wili perform only a small portion 

of the work, but Mehl called for a 
study session in a move that de
layed the hiring of contractors. 

Mehl indicated that he wants 
more information about the com- • 
panies and the water-loss study-
before voting on it. 

Thomas, however,' later ques
tioned why Mehl would want ,to 
postpone'a project that he consid
ered so important during his cam
paign. 

"If $3 million in water loss is a 
correct figure, we will lose $60,000 
per week. Postponement of one 
week for a study session costs 
$60,000," Thomas said in a state
ment Monday night. "During this 
(mayoral) campaign, water loss1 

was an issue, but obviously some 
people don't see it as an import
ant issue tonight." 

The council ' is expected to 
study the issue Monday, and a 
vote to launch a water-loss study 
could come as early as the coun
cil's next regular meeting, on Nov. 
15. 

Carrier honored 

J I M JAGDFELU/STAFF PHOTOOHAPHEB 

Gets trophy: Matthew Young (center) received a trophy as the Westland Observ
er's carrier of the year for his outstanding achievements. Taking part in the Ob
server's annual dinner for carriers and their parents are Dan Klimkosky (left), 
area circulation manager, and Larry Geiger, circulation manager. Selection is -
based on length of service, amount of collections, prompt settling of accounts, 
customer service, record keeping and being a carrier of the month. 

Robbed from page 1A Prison from page 1A 

The employee 34 was assault
ed while trying to halt a woman 
who was setn hiding three pairs ol 
*ume'i •> shoes under her cloth 
•;ig pol c -f ri'r':- -a : VY<- »•"• 
ployee became tempoidjulx lilmu-
ec by the Mace, shd i/.e --ao^-atier 
escaped with a Trraie wh.i was 
waiting outside m a getaway car, 
the reports said 

The pair esv aped >n v\hat was 
believed to be a brown two tone 
Thunderbird The Marshall 's em-
pljyee was assisted nn the scene 

by rescue personnel, who helped 
to flush the victim's eyes with wa
ter 

The ihree pairs of shoes were 
wil-eii at $i2'J.97, police reports 
-Vdl 1 

In yet another weekend inci
dent, a male apartment tenant at 
West land Estates on Wayne 
Road, south of Warren, allegedly 
threatened an upstairs neighbor 
with a handgun after becoming 
upset about a loud party, Sgt. Ku-

lllestlano (Observer 
6 o J 3JU 
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HOMELINE: 9 5 3 - 2 0 2 0 

>• Opet house* anc new developments in your area. 

>- MLC t t« eMJie ^t"iHi t i into"i,dtiun. 

C uSslrlbL1 AFTEh HOUKS: 5 9 1 - 0 9 0 0 

>- \' n< i c'.issmeu Mh dl you. vonvenience. ""*• 

CIRCULATION AFTER HOURS 

OAKLAND COUNTY: 901-4716 WAYNE COUNTY: 591 -0500 

>• Request subscriptions at your convenience. 

EVENTS LINE: 9 5 3 - 2 0 0 5 

*. f" _nen dc-idih regarding community events including dates, times and fees. 

AD Sintk 
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• Hen. No 94UJ LOOK.HI, toi a place to rem or someone to share 
en dua iu i i f i . with' del o i istmgofoui lental classifieds 
Avd lable \H-H, m-iinj, Ottobei 6 bv 6 p.m and every 
Weonesddv theieafte' at the same time Cost. $5.95. 

• hen. No 1510 Hldi \ ou ' next trip to the cider mill with this 
d..e>.t.Mv .4c.de. m.lla . i . »ujtheasl Michigan. Cost. $3.95. 

• Item No 9700. Collectibles. Auction sales, Antiques crafts, 
rummage sales Cost: $5.95 

»• item No. 91100. Recreation boats;-motorcycles; campers, air
planes etc. Cosi $5.95 

• Ite.-vi No 9822. Vehicles used trucks, vans and all makes of 
aolomoDiles Cosi. $39 9.5 

• Iten No 2001. usting ol a!; golf courses and their rates in 
VVrW'n. -Oakland and Macomb counties Cost. $4.95 
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>- With a computer and modem you can log on to 6&E 6n-Line, a com

puter bulletin board service (BBS). Here's some of the features you can 
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• Community events including all areas covered by our paper 

• Slock quotes that arc updated daily. 

• Associated I'fess news - local and national, 

• West'.oasi Music Review, an electronic music magazine. 

• Hoanlwali'li magazine,a guide to on-line information services. . 

• PC Catalog allows you to shop on-line for all computer needs, 

Sign on to O&E On-Line with or without our software. Software is avail

able by mail for $5 or save yourself the shipping costs by stopping by the 

Observer & Eccentric*offices in Livonia or Birmingham and pay $3. 

BBS HOTLINE: 9 5 3 - 2 2 6 6 

>- i eel tree to call us it you need help signing on to O&E On—Line. 
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bitskey said. 
, The angry tenant, 42, who lived 
on the second floor, has been 
accused'of pointing the handgun 
at a third-floor tenant shortly af
ter 4 a.m. Sunday Charges are 
pending against the gun-toting 
tenant, Kubitskey said. 

intent to commit criminal sexual 
conduct, punishable by up to 10 
years in prison. 

But he decided to plead guilty 
on Sept 21 a decision that 
averted his trial in TDetroit Recor
der's Court, according to the court 

clerk's office. 
Trotter was subsequently or

dered to spend four to 10 years in 
prison when he appeared before 
Judge Michael Sapala for sen
tencing, a clerk's office spokes 
woman said. . 

Trotter was not a stranger to 

the woman he attacked. The 
woman testified during a pretrial 
hearing in 18th District Court 
that she had known Trotter for 
about three years because he used 
to date one of her former neigh
bors. 

How Much 

Should You Pay For The 

You Need When You Need To Borrow 

For A New Car? 

You could ask a.bank, a finance company 
or the dealer. Just be sure you're sitting down 
when you pop the question. 

Or, you could ask Credit Union ONE. With 
our breakthrough Variable Rate New Car 
Loan at just 5¾ annual percentage rate, 
(or 5.9% fixed annual percentage rate) 
you'll pay a whole lot less. 

Just call Credit Union ONE today and 
we'll tell you all about our exclusive 5% 
"Brand New Wheels Deal." 
Oh, and when you ask how much your new 

car loan will cost from Credit Union ONE. 
don't be surprised when we say, "Not very much. 

M Credit Union ONE 
Farnitale (313) 398-1210 

Macomb Township (313) 566-1300 
Detroit Medical Center (313) 83? 7030 

JOIN US 

Royal Oak (313) 288-5010 
Shelby Township (313) 251-5560 

Southwest Detroit (313) 849-0080 

Sterling Heights (313) 9/87181 
Troy (313) 8/9-5800 

Westland (313) 425 1520 NCUA 

http://4c.de
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Ranchers to host kids with cancer Council from page 1A 

By GREG KOWALSKJ 
STAI-K WKITKK 

By the nature of their illness, 
children with canter cannot lead 
normal lives. 

They suffer pain, undergo de
bilitating chemotherapy, lose 
their hair and sometime, even 
limbs. 

B u t H a r r y a n d S y l v i a 
Granader have a plan to make 
the lives of some little cancer 
victims more enjoyable. 

They are in the process of 
building Camp Mak-a-Dream, a 
summer camp for children with 
cancer. Construction has al
ready begun on the Granaders' 
ranch, the CC Cattle Co., in 
Montana and the camp is ex
pected to be open by July 

It takes up only 62 acres of 
the 10,000-acre ranch (which is 
modest by Montana standards), 
but it will have four cabins each 
with space for 16 youngsters. A 
lodge, pool and recreation facili
ties are also under construction. 

"I'm fortunate my family is 
healthy," said Harry Granader, 
who lives in Oakland County. "I 
thought it would be appropriate 
to help other children." 

A successful businessman, 
Granader owns two McDonald's 
restaurant franchises. He first 

Cabins in the sky: Children staying in the camp cabins will have a sweeping view of 
the Montana countryside. 

became involved with kids suf
fering from cancer several years 
ago when he helped found the 
Ronald McDonald House in De
troit next to Children's ^Hospi
tal. 

Parents who often have to 
come from far reaches of the 
state can stay at the Ronald 
McDonald House while their 
children are being treated at the 
hospital. 

Granader also helped found a 
second R o n a l d M c D o n a l d 
House in Ann Arbor and is on 
the board of the Ronald 
McDonald Children Charities in 
Michigan. 

"I want to make other people 
' happy," said Granader. 

Along with donating the land, 

the Granaders put up an initial 
$300,000 for the- project and 
guaranteed a $1 million loan for 
the project. 

Children from around the 
country and even from overseas 
will be invited to stay at the 
camp fui free fur a week at a 

Construction began last year 
and is being completed in two 
phases. The buildings are up 
and will be finished inside over 
the winter. 

As an extra attraction, the 
kids will get to mingle with 

time, said Sylvia Granader. 
Some doctors are already 

making inquiries to donate their 
services working at the camp. 

Camp Mak-a-Dream will be 
only the third of its type in the 
country and is patterned after a 
camp built by actor Paul New
man in Connecticut. 

The camp will feature a 
10,000-square-foot lodge, full 
recreational facilities, have a 
medical staff on hand and even 
a helicopter pad in case a child 
needs to be transferred for medi
cal treatment. 

There will be bathroom facili
ties to accommodate wheel
chairs, ar ts and crafts room, 
lounge, laundry and a shower 
area for the Olympic-size pool. 

:<f illi ranch animals-, in 
eluding Betty the Bison, assort
ed horses, real cowboys and 15 
tame elk that roam the rolling 
prairie that stretches to the dis
tant mountains. 

The Granadi-Ts are-building 
the camp, "oat of a love for chil
dren," said Sylvia Granader. 
She said her husband "used to 
come home with tears in his 
eye," after visiting kids at Chil
dren's Hospital. 

"Helping others runs in the 
family," said Gary Granader, 
the youngest of the five Granad
er sons. 

"The camp will directly bene
fit kids," said Gary Granader. 
"He (Harry Granader) always 
wants to do something that di

rectly benefits the kids: 
" I t ' s one of my father's 

dreams. He always believed in 
giving back," said Gary Granad
er "It 's a great endeavor and 
we're very proud of him." 

At age 77, Harry Granader re
mains n« tnngh as the M n n t a n a . 
countryside. He still hikes up 
the mountains, oversees the op
erations of the 6C Cattle Co. and 
the construction of Camp Mak-
a-Dream. 

But he's taking a low profile. 
"I 'm more in the less in the 
background," he said. "I just, 
what it to be successful." 

It will take more than wish
ing. Granader is seeking to raise 
nearly $7 million in donations 
to complete the camp and estab
lish an endowment to keep it 
going-

Donations can be sent the 
Chi ld ren ' s Oncology Camp 
Foundation, P.O. Box 3598, 
Missoula, Mont. 59806. Or for 
more information, call 352-5946. 

Eadeh, 31, lost despite being 
supported by a popular incum
bent mayor,.Robert Thomas. 

Tuesday's vote ended a courted 
race that many political observers 
criticized as among the ugliest in ' 
memory. ' 

Campaign literature distribut
ed over the weekend was strongly 
criticized from fire and police 
union officials, who said tin,- flier's 
wrongly indicated that Uiev sup 
ported Cox. Cox has denied any 
involvement in the literature, 

Cicirelli, 41, proved her popu
larity among voters byeas ih plai-
ing first in the seven-way rate. 
The winner, who was the top vote 
getter -in' 198.9, received 10,844 
votes — more than the victorious 
Mayor Robert Thomas had 

A Westland at t ' invy. she was 
the biggest draw in 39 of the city's 
41 precincts. Scott and Smith 
each picked up a precinct 

Cicirelli attributed her win to 
her campaign workers, her inde 
pendence on the council and her 
efforts to bring about "positive 
changes" for the tity 

Scott, 54, l inked a strong .-.ec 
ond in Tuesday ' s race and 
received 9,368 votes, winning her 
first four-year term She. eani"d 
only a two-year term in 1991 lie-
cause — like Cox this y a r - -In-
had the lowest vot»' totals amo'isr 
the viinntrt-i . 

& '5 think I had a (reser
voir of goodwill and 
support out there,'and 
I think peopie stiii feel 
that I have .something 
t© offer.' • 

Charles Grifjin 

• !,'ox, V>, garnered I'ifft vote-., 
only 6Q fewei than Griffin a>>d . 
wiiil a two-var leirn in h's -••••on,! 
bid for a couticil --P." A v'iratiii" 
cud insuraii"- coun.-elor, lie !o-f 

two vc.'irs ago. 

(jo" summed up hi-- vict'n-\ hv 

sayjrg, 'I think the voter- .,re i:, 
teres!ed in having -onwboilv that 
will tiavi ,> luii ' i >m» !"- ,t'< " 
sponMbilnv Aiiirrb -ir moruy. 

(znf'ui and C-i- hav bfo.i I ' I ' I 
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"I am surprised and very, very 
happy that I did get a four-v-ar 
term." Scott said Tuesday, cele 
brating with Cicirelli at the 
Woodcrest Villa Apartments club 
house. 

Griffin, 53, ranked a distant 
third with 7,333 votes A Michi
gan E d u c a t i o n Assoc i a t i on 
staffer, he also serv-d on count d 
in 1976-85, before being elected to 
a four-year mayoral term. 

Both Griffin and Scott alf-o are 
former Wayne-VVe.-lIand school 
board members 

"I think I had n reservoir of 
goodwill and support out there, 
and I think people still feel that 1 
have something to offer," Griffin 
said, celebrating with-L'ox at the 
Wavne-Ford Civic League 
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Thomas from page 1A 

sh ip Cente r wal l . T h o m a s 
garnered 9,909 votes to Picker
ing's 5,038. 

Voter turnout was 28.6 percent, 
with 15,130 of the city's 52,833 
registered voters going to the 
polls. That was slightly below the 
32-percent turnout that had been 
expected. 

Thomas, a former hourly work
er in the city's public services de
partment, attributed his easy re
election to a 1989 campaign 
promise that he said he has kept 
— providing the city services that 
taxpayers Want. 

But Pickering, who received 
condolences from supporters who 
gathered at the Wayne-Ford Civic 
League, 1661 N. Wayne Road, 
said Thomas won in part because 
he manipulated the city's cable 
channel for political gain and 
raised a war chest of about 
$250,000 since 1989. 

"He used the power of his office 
to raise the money," Pickering 
said. 

"The majority of the council 
will not give the mayor 3½ years 
to campaign for his next elec
tion," Pickering said, stressing 
that Thomas will be under pres
sure to address issues. 

Pickering also noted that some 
of Thomas's political foes won 
election Tuesday to the city coun
cil — namely former Mayor 
Charles Griffin, who Thomas de
feated in 1989, and council new
comer David Cox. 

"The people were looking for a 
balance of leadership and power 
in the community," Pickering 
said. "The mayor cannot do it 
alone." 

Pickering attributed his loss, in 
part, to an electorate that he said 
is pleased with his leadership as 
council president. 

"That ' s a positive thing," he 
said. Pickering still has two years 
remaining on his second consecu
tive four-year term. 

Many political observers and 
sonic council members have said 
they consider this year's mayoral 
race to be among the most bitterly 
fought in memory. 

When asked Tuesday if he be
lieves the two sides can begin to 
mend their political differences, 
Pickering responded, "It 's up to 
him to mend the fence. I think 
myself and other council mem
bers are willing." 

Mayor Robert Thomas 

• i am willing to forgive and forget and get 
past all the fighting. I want to do what we're 
supposed to do — work for the citizens/ 

Mayor Robert Thomas 

Later Tuesday night, Pickering, 
Griffin and Cox went to the 
Friendship ('enter to congratulate 
Thomas . . Pickering, 50, and 
Thomas, 43, have not always been 
political enemies; .Thomas sup
ported Pickering in his last,conn-, 
cil race. 

The mayor indicated to the ()1) 
server Mint he is willing to do his 
part to heal the political wounds. 

"I nm willing 16 forgive and for
get, and get past all the fighting," 
he said. "1 want to do whnt we're 
supposed to do work for the 
citizens." 

Thomas cited several issues he 

wants to address in his second 
term, such as starting a curbside 
leaf pick tip program, building a 
city library and making repairs to 
the city's leaky water system. 

Thomas said "it 's kind of neat" 
that he became the first Westland 
mayor to win a second four year 
term. 

Only one other mayor, Tom 
Taylor, has served two terms. But 
Taylor's first term was only for 
two years when he was elected in 
1975. Following state law changes 
on mayOrnl terms, Taylor was 
elected in 1977 to the only four-
year term he served. 

ihey come in many colors. 
Kust isrit one of them. 

: It's not that we particularly have anything against it, we just don't 
think rust belongs on our cars. Thats why we designed the Saturn with 

dent/eorrosion-resistant bodyside panels. Built with our exclusive 
polymer to help protect you against dents, dings ami eyesores. 
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