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Do you support
Proposal A -
the school finance
plan on the March
15th ballot?

Why or

why not?

i/

Call 953-2018

Rotary dial
~ may be used

TODAY

No bet: A district court witnes§ _
who tried to collect a $5 bet testi-

 fied that he was stabbed three

times as a result. /2A

Charged: A man shot seven times
in a neighborhood dispute and his
alleged assailant both face crimi-

nal charges. /2A
- Safety first: Jefferson School

students learned fire safety from
the Michigan Auto Club. /3A

School week: St. Matthew Lu-
theran School is observing Na-

‘tional Lutheran School Week with

a variety of activities. /3A

COUNTY NEWS

Resldency: Three out of four lo-
cal commissioners opposed an or-
dinance requiring that all future
county government employees live
in Wayne County, but the ordi-
nance was approved with enough
votes to override a veto by Wayne
County Executive Edward
McNamara. /5A

STREET SCENE

Going solo: Kristin Hersh,
known for her work with Throw-
ing Muses, was at Record Time in
Rochester last week to promote
her solo record “Hips and Mak-
ers.” /6A

Opiniton . . . .
Personals . . . .
Streot Scene . . . 6a

Sports . . . ...
Taste. . . ...

Classifleds . . . A-D
Auto D
Employment . C,D
Real estate . . .B,C
Crossword . 7B
Malls. ., . +. . .8A

HERE'S HOW TO REACH US

. Newsroom: §91-2300
Newsroom Fax: 691-T219
Nightiine/Sports: 083-2104
Reader Comment Line; §53-2042

Display Advertising: 891-2300
Home Dellivery. 591-0800

court hearing.

BY DARRELL CLEM
ST WRITER .

Gordon Pelto had no time to run as
the 1990 Mustang raced toward him
while he was walking to his car from

~ the Rock-a-Way bar in ‘Westland,

near the Garden City boundary.
The 28-year-old Westland man

A witness testified that he was pinned against the
Rock-a-Way bar wall by a driver charged with ram-
ming into two cars and four people in the bar's park-
ing lot. The witness was on crutches at the district

heard an engine racing and head-
lights shattering as the car slammed
him against the exterior wall of the
bar on Ford Road near Wildwood.

*l remember being pinned up
against the wall, and I was holding
onto the wall and trying to push the
car off,” Pelto testified Thursday in

4

Westland 18th District Court.

“I heard an engine racing and glass
breaking. Then I looked down and my
legs were pinned to the wall,” he said.

Pelto, using crutches to walk, testi-
fied during a preliminary hearing that
ended with Carl Wayne Boone, 22, of
Wayne being ordered to stand trial for
ramming a car into a crowd of Rock-
a-Way patrons.

Boone is accused of hitting four
people and two vehicles as he sped
away from the har, where he had been
thrown out after fighting with a
female companion. He was driving
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world — and shoppers and empl

" The Westland Center Postal Off.:
ice -branch is moving up in -the;

“ees lqveithﬁﬂg‘ﬂnse\énd.;’a.*new. con-

oving up:  Shoppers seem: to like the new Westland Center post office branch’s location:
and appearance, post office employees say... - . oo i S T e

Post office |

© Livonia Board of

© 1994 Suburban Communications Corporaton

the woman's car without her permis-
sion during the 2:05 a.m. Jan. 31 inci-
dent, she testified. '

Pelto, who suffered injuries to hath
legs, spent 15 days at the University
of Michigan Hospita) in Ann Arbor
after the incident, but he said his
treatments are expected to continue
for six months. Three other men were
hit but received lesser injuries.

* Boone, wha remains jailed in lieu of
a $50,000 bond, faces up to 10 years in
prison if convicted on four counts of

See ASSAULT, 2A

Schools,

ready to

talk

BY MARIE CHESTNEY
S1arE Weibew :

Contract negotiations between the
| ‘ Education and
teachers are slated to begin as soon as
the dust settles after the March 15
statewide special election. The con-
tract expires Aug. 31.

“We've delaved starting negotia-
tions until we know which one pass-
es,” said John Rennels, assistant su-
perintendent flor business for the dis-
trict which includes the northern
section of Westland.

On March 15, voters will either ap-
prove or reject a hallot proposal
which, among other things, will de-
cide if the state sales tax is raised 10 6
percent irom 4 percent and slash
homeowners’ property  taxes for
school operations to either 6 or 12
mills. '

If Proposal A is rejected, the state
income tax rate will jump to 6 percent
and the school property tax bill for
most homeowners will be cut to 12
mills.

See TALKS, 2A

Stalking

‘defendant

appears
in court

BY DARRELL CLEM
STV E WRITER

Glancing across a courtroom at the
Westland woman he is accused of

- stalking, a Garden City man mouthed

the words “I love you™ on Thursday
as a court officer led him to a holding
cell.

The gesture from Larry James
Grossman, 42, came after he appeared
before 18th District Judge C. Charles
Bokos for a pretrial hearing on stalk-
ing and malicious destruction
charges.

Grossman is accused of stalking
the woman — his former girlfriend —
since Oct. 4. He has gone to her house
several times — once kicking in her
front door and chasing her to a bed-
room, Westland Detective Sgt. Timo-
thy Speir said.

Sec STALKING, 2A

~

Free blood-pressure tests

The Westland Mall Walkers will sponsor a free
blood-pressure clinic at their monthly session
Wednesday morning. Nurses from Garden City
| Hospital will be on hand from 8.9:30 a.m, in the
mall's lower-level auditorium, The group’s meet-

PLACES & FACES
Senior Resource De‘par'_tm‘ent"a'éehior of the
month for March. Doherty, 74, has lived in Weast-

R . R ’ . LI

‘| will launch a new “fithess funning through dance”
prograin today. Line dancing, special-occasion
dancing, partner dancing, ballroom dancing, and
freestyle will be offered. The class will be taught
by a professional instructor with the fee set at $2
for Friendship Center menibers. The program Is
described as a 'fun and entertaining dance pro-

L2 [4

Classified Advertising: 5910000 |-

P

ing will start at 9:30 and include a video on high
lood pressure, presented by Dorls Wilcox, a regis-
tered nurse and a Garden City Hospital communi-

‘[ ty services educator. Thé clinic and meeting are

“open to the public, said John Mersch, who said
the goal of the program Is to increase the public’s
awareness of the dangers of high blood pressure.
Interésted persons may get-information on the -
group and program from Mersch, 422.0397.

Senloris honored |
Eleanor Doherty has been named the Westland

land for 34 years and has beentactive in the senior
department, its advisory.council, and {ts travel or-
ganization. She is a regiatered nurse who retired in
1961. She served in the Army Nurse Corps for 34

years, stationed in Africa, Italy and France. Shels .

also involved in St. Bernadine Church's 60-Plus
Club, having served as treasurer and secretary and
on the church's parish council,

Fitness through danclhg |

The Westland Senlor Resources Department

2

gram,"” It will be held 3:30.4:30 Mondays in the
Westland Friendship Center, 1119 N, Newburgh
near Marquette, . ,

Bull"ders show exhlbltor "

- Home Window Co. of Westland will exhibit at
the 76th annual International Builders Home,
Flower and Furniture Show, to open March 19in -
Detroit's Cobo Conference:Exhibit Center, Home
(\lVindow will display replacement windows and
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Assault from page 1A

assault w1th mtent to do great
bodily harm (fess than murder).
He will be tried in Detroit Recor-
der’s Court.

On Thursday, 18th District
Judge C. Charles Bokos added a

. charge of car theft at the request -

. of prosecutors,

Rock-a-Way doorman John
Giocomarra, 25, testified that
Boone was physically, thrown
from the bar after he fought with
a female companion and another
man who tried to break up the
fight.

Giocomarra was among several
,people who went outside when
they heard that Boone was acting
suspiciously in the parking lot.
Giocomarra testified that Boone
drove the car forward, over a con-
crete parking block, and pinned
Pelto to the wall.

Gmcomarra sald he heard Pelto
scream, My legs!”

Giocomarra, too, was brushed
by the car and escaped injury by
jumping onto the hood of another
car, he testified. :

. “He came right towards me,”
Giocomarra testified against
Boane. He estimated that Boone
was driving at 30 to 40' mph.

Bar -employee Don Hendrix,
who had gone to Rock-a-Way
even though he wasn’t working
that night, testified that he and
another man broke out the win-
dow of the Mustang and tried to
stop Boone. .

“I was dragged for 10 feet (by
the car),” Hendrix testified. He
was treated at Annapolis Hospi-
tal.

Boone's

companion, Julie

Stalking ,........

Phelps, testified that she didn’t
give Boone permission to use her
car. Testimony indicated that

. Boone stole Phelps keys from her

purse.

Phelps testified that Boone
drank two beers before they went
to Rock-a-Way and that he drank
at least two more at the bar. Em-
ployees - testified that . Boone
didn't appear to be drunk, howev-
er. -

Defense attorney Alvin Fick ar-

-gued that Boone meant no harm

and that he was driving erratical-
ly because he was afraid of being
attacked in the bar parking lot.

“He was in fear for his life at
that point,” Fick said.

But Bokos rejected Fick’s argu-
ments and ordered Boone to
stand trial.

The woman's attempt to escape
him by locking her bedroom door
failed when Grossman kicked in
that door, too, but the woman
managed to run past him and flee
the house, Speir said.

Grossman also damaged the
woman's car, Speir said.

*“He says nobody else can have
her,” the detective said.

Grossman had previously been
released from custody after he

spent time at the Psychiatric In-
tervention Center in Westland,
but he allegedly resumed his be-
havior and is now being held in
custody in lieu of a $150,000
bond.

“I don’t have a mental prob-
lem,” he told Judge Bokos on
Thursday.

But Bokos ordered Grossman
to be evaluated at a state forensic
center. Despite Grossman’s asser-
tion that he has no mental prob-

Talks from page 1A

lems, Bokos told him, “I think it's
appropriate that we find out.”

Grossman left the state at one
point, but returned and began
stalking the woman again, Speir
said.

A trial date hasn’t yet been
scheduled. If convicted, Gross-
man could face a year in jail for
stalking and 90 days for malicious
destruction of property under
$100, Speir said.

Far many reasons, negotlatmg a
contract in the year Michigan
dramatically changes the way it
funds schools will be difficult,
said both Rennels and Nancy
Shaw, president of the Livonia
Education Association (LEA).

Rennels pointed to the finan-

~cial uncertainty hovering over all

districts until they know for sure
how the new school funding plan
adopted affects them individual-
ly.

“There’ll be a lot of items on
the table, and resolving them will
be difficult because of economic
uncertainty,”” Rennels said.
“Things will get easier once we
see what kind of money we have.

“But given the change in fund-
ing, negotiations will be more pro-
tracted. We'll be dealing with is-
sues that are near and dear to the

\

teachers to raise MEAP (Michi-
gan Educational Assessment Pro-
gram) scores. The state wants to-
increase the number of hours in
school over the next few years.

“It’s not just a matter of salary,
but all these program require-
ments.”’

Both Shaw and Rennels pre-
dicted a surge of teacher retire-
ments this year. They attributed
this surge both to the demands
and changes already mentioned
and to the fact that teachers
might prefer retiring under a con-
tract with which they are familiar.

Rennels estimated the number
of teachers eligible for retirement
at close to 500.

 team. to another, July 1.

Right now, Rennels said, Livo-
nia has a good mix of younger and
older teachers. But an increase in
retirements could help financial-
ly, ‘because retiring teachers
would be replaced by teachers at
the lower end of the salary séale,
and because the district won't
have to pay unemployment bene-
fits for laid-off teachers, Rennels
said. ‘

‘Negotiations also will { take
place during the time the district
switches from one administrative
Both
sides said the new superintend-
ent, Ken Watson, will bring a
“good rapport” to the negotia-
tions.

Man stabbed in dlspute
resultlng from $5 bet

BYDARRELL CLEM
STAFY WRITER

A Wayne man who tried to col-
lect on a $5 bet testified Thuraday
that he was stabbed three times

‘by a Westland man .who owed the

money to him. -

Kenneth Holt, 31, said he was
stabbed once in the back near his
spine, and once on each side while
he was fighting with Clayborn
Douglas Dean, 39, over the mon-
ey.

“I asked twice, nicely, if I could
have my $5,” Holt testified in
Westland 18th District Court.

Holt ‘didn't see Dean holding
the four-inch imitation buck knife
before he was stabbed, he said,

“but 1 felt it in my back.”

Holt testified before Judge C.
Charles Bokos during a prelimi-
nary hearing that ended with
Dean being ordered to stand trial
in Detroit Recorder’s Court on a
chatrge of assault with intent to do
great bodily harm.

Dean could face up to 10 years
in prison and a $5,000 fine if con-

| N asked twlce, nlce-
ly, if l could have my

$5’

Kenneth Holt

victed. He remains in custody,
and the judge increased his bond
from $10,000 -to $50,000 cash or
surety after a court officer saw
him look at Holt in the courtroom
and mouth words interpreted as,
“I'll get you.”

The stabbing occurred Feb. 17
in the living room of Dean’s resi-
dence on Menominee, in West-
land's Norwayne neighborhood,
Holt said. The bet stemmed from
Holt's claim that he could drive
Dean’s car — without a license
plate — to a gas station and back
without getting stopped by West-
land police, he said.

Holt testified that he had just
met Dean through a friend earlier
that same day. They shared some
drinks, he said.

Holt testified that Dean re-

neged on paying the $5 bet after.
Holt drove the car to a gas sta-
tion, and the two fought at Dean’ s

- rpsidence.

Dean and his girlfriend left the
house after the stabbing, and °
Holt testified that he drank from
a fifth of vodka before he walked
to a neighbor's house and asked a

‘woman to phone the police de-

partment for help.

Holit was treated for his inju-
ries, but they weren't life-threat-
ening. In a lighter moment Thurs.
day, he testified that the injuries
to his sides were cushioned by
“my love handles, which I now
call my life savers.”

Under questioning from a de.
fense attorney, Holt denied that
he, too, was armed during the
fight, though he did admit that he
is a "‘knife enthusiast.”

Prosecutors noted in court
Thursday that Dean has served
time in prison previously for lar-
ceny, stealing a car and commit.

* ting sexual offenses against a mi-

nor.

2 men charged in shootout,
both claim self-defense

BY DARRELL CLEM
s1 AFF WRITER

A Booth Street gunf'ght that

left 2 Westland man with seven
pellet . wounds has resulted in

criminal charges against him and
his accused attacker, police said.

The wounded man, Joseph Earl
Justin, 32, of Westland, faces
charges of felonious assault and
itlegal transportation of a loaded
firearm. He could face up ‘to four
years in prison if convicted.

Justin is accused of driving his
van to the 36300 block of Booth
with a loaded 12-gauge shotgun to
confront a 27-year-old man whom
he believed was responsible for
earlier threats made against him
over a girlfriend,

Threats had been posted on a

plywood sign in front of Justin's

Second Street residence, and Jus-

tin went to the Booth Street resi-
dent with a shotgun to scare the
27-year-old, police reports indi-
cated. .

When Justin arrived at the
Booth Street residence, the 27-
year-old’s father came out of the
house with a shotgun,-and a sub-
sequent shootout left Justin with
seven wounds, said Westland De-
tective Sgt. Marc Stobbe. The in-
juries were not life-threatening.

The 52-year-old father, George
Patrick Merlino Sr,,
charge of causing injury by un-
lawfully discharging a firearm,
Stobbe said. He could face up to
one year in jail if convicted.

Conflicting accounts emerged

-~ firing first.

faces a

in the case, with both men claim-
ing they fired their weapons in
self-defense, Stobbe  has said.
Each man accused the other of

According to pohce reports,
Merlino told police that he didn’t
realize he had hit Justin when he

" fired pellets from _the shotgun.

Justin left the scene and sought
medical treatment on his own
when the shootout ended, police
said.

Both men are scheduled to ap-
pear in Westland 18th District
Court on Thursday for prelimi-
nary hearings that will determine
whether they should stand trial
on the charges.

Both have been released from
custody on personal bonds.
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EPA

curriculum, and even changes in .
the state tenure act.

“These will be difficult negotia-
tions, mainly because of state
changes and mandates,” Shaw
said. “The teachers’ job has be-
come more and more difficult.
Teachers are being asked to deal
with children with more needs,
and with kids from dysfunctional
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