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I N T H E P A P E R 

TODAY 
Budget planning: The Livonia 
school board ana administration 
is formulating its budget for the 
upcoming school year./2k\ 

Help wanted: A Wayne 'West-
land elementary school is seeking 
help for victims of a house fire. / 
: iA\,;'"^ 
t o p students: Marshall Middle 
School has announced its honor 
roll students. /4A 

COUNTY NEWS 

Delay: Home sellers who paid 
Wayne County's real estate trans
fer tax will learn March 29Hf Cir
cuit Judge John Kirwan will de
cide to order partial refund /BK 

SPORTS 

Regional b\4i The Wayne Memo
rial boys basketball tmni tries to 
win the Class A regional for the 
second straight year against Jack* 
son /1C 
Volleyball bid: LadywoodHigh 
takes on Temperance Bedford in a 
state Class A quarter final 
matchup. /XC 

MALLS & MAINSTREETS 

Season opener: The arrival of 
the Easter Butiny at area shop
ping centers signals the beginning -
ofspringretail/7B 
Fashion forecast: An "alterna
tive''runway show is presented in 
Birmingham by retailers from 
Westlandand Troy./IB 

TASTE 

Focus on wine: Creating a 
Domain with vision of great wines. 

LOTTERY 

The Lotto Jackpot wat worth at toast $3.6 mJWon. 
The Michigan Lottery numb** for Saturday, March 
16,1996 arc: 

•DAftyS: 
• 302 

•DAILY 4: 
2423 
•LOTTO: 15,19,20,22,35,40 

INDEX 

Antne » » « » • « 

.CI 

. so 
SI 

10C-SO 
SD 

Pete. St 

«••1 BataU7Cr 
it » « » » • nx* 

• » • . B y 
, i > • 7 H 

SB 
. 1C 
, IB 

Sew** 
Tanto. 

« • « » • « 
• » * • 

HERE'S HOMO REACH US 

i« 

Newtroom: 
Newvoom Ft*: 

NigMline/$port$: 
Reader Convrmnt Um: 
CI$$*I1M Adv«ti$ln$: 

Di$pt*y AdmtWng: 
HomOdtmy; 

11: 
31 Mil-7171 
31*#S>2104 
inei>iMf 
W l W ^ r W l ^ F " n j a w 

31M01*ta00 
sis-eei-oeoo 

Oi9MQ^r^kfc<m^H0f*()tfitn,M 

to be delayed 
A seven-week delay has been announced for a 
Westland recycling program that will require 
subscription fees for curbslde pickup. In the 
meantime, organizers are planning to Increase 
efforts to educate residents about the program, 

BYDARRKLLCLKM 
8T.\»VWH»TKK 

* Westlahd recycling enthusiasts will 
have to wait a few more weeks for a 
new curbslde pickup programrequir-
ing residents to pay subscription fees. 

Organizers had hoped to start the 
program March 25, but the startup 

has been pushed back to May 16, re
cycling committee chairwoman 
Sharon Scott said Friday. 

The snag has been attributed.to a 
delay in a citywide mailing; of letters 
Intended to draw as many particl-
pants as possible. 

"The' recycling program has been 

set back a few' weeks becau se of pri nt-
ing problems/' Scott said. 

The letters, Will Include . return 
forma for residents wanting to partici
pate In the new program, which won 
sweeping approval irons the seven-
member Westland City Council in 
February. 

Subscription rates will be $18 for 
B!X months or $34 for a year. 

Letters soliciting participants are 
now expected, to be mailed April 6, 
Scott said, artd recycling organizers, 
want to receive responses by April 23. 

Afterward, curbslde recycling bins, 
are expected to lie delivered to partic

ipating household* from April 26 tp 
May 8, she said, . .";/;" ;'".; 

The curbslde pickup program Is ex
pected to begin May 15, marking a 
seven-week delay from earlier projec
tions. •.>', '. •>..'.' . '•; :' 

The program will be offered only to 
residential homes —- initially, at 

, least.':.'.... . 
Apartment dwellers and the city's 

industrial and commercial sectors 
" won't be Included, although Scott 
said It's possible the program could 
be later expanded. 

Se«&iLAV, 2A 

Tip, quick action save worn 
HYDARRKJ.I.CIKM 
firm WBIIM 

.feenette Carlson says she could l>e 
blind today if she hadn't heeded the 
advice of a Westland senior clllsen of
ficial. 

Carlson, 09, had immediate laser 
surgery for an aggressive form of glau
coma after she was urged by Sylvia 

Koxorosky-Wiacck, Weslland senior 
resources director, to seek a second 
medical opinion. 

"She helped save my eyesight," 
Carlson said. 

Carlson, a WeMland resident, had 
been diagnosed with glaucoma nn 
Jan. 24 by a doctor who wanted to see 
her again in May. In the meantime, 

Carlson said the physician advised 
her to go to an emergency room if she 
started suffering headaches. 

During a next-day visit to West-
land's senior cltisens Friendship 
Center, Carlson was telling someone 
about her condition when Koxoroaky-
Wiacek, the center's director, 
overheard the conversation. 

"Sylvia told me that I shouldn't 
wait until May," Carlson said. "She 
told me I. should get a second opin*. 
ion." 

Heeding the advice, Carlson made 
a Feb. 19 appointment with -Dr.. 
Ronald Coburn, a D«arborn ophthal-' 

DM SfSVlTp %\. 

Offices to close 
Westlend's municipal orTire* will 1* clo**d 

Tumday for th* Republican presidential primary. 
Th# closings include City Hail, District Court and 
Sank**' Frtenoahlp Center. Tba closinjpi will not 
affect iraaraancy polios, firs and nodical service*, 

The primary patle will be oun 7 aJn. to a p.m. 
Vetars don't have to doctor* their party preference 
to caet hallota. 

Easter —eon eomtaig 
Tba Weatiand recreation department and CM 

tan Chib are gearing op for Use Boater eaaeon, Aa 
port of Hi Wsihissdny evening ratdhsf hour tor 
pnsrtiuelan, the Cretan oranedaatkin will bare a 
celebrity, the Eaatar bwawy, aaj land a> afcart sto 
rioa at 6 pal. Wi dais day, ApvU ft, hi UM Comma 

PLACES & FACES 
nity, Historical and Cultural Moating Hmj*« (also 
known aa th* Row* Houaa), on Marquatt*, Just 
Mist of Nowburgh. Admlaaion ii fraa. 

Tba racroation dapartnaoni and CiviUns ara 
alao pUnnlng a brandi with tha BaaUr bunny 9 
a.m. Ut noon Saturday, March SO, In th* VFW 
Foot S3tt Hall, on Wayna Road at Avondal., Ad 
miaalon ia 13.60 far chtldrvn 12 and younffsr and 
14 for adult* Prnoaoos will h«4p UM Civiuna sup
port Lbotr ajumy eommunlty aorviot prafocta. 

THt bntnch will Induda pancakaa, sausage and 
a bavamaja, PoMrord pnotoa with tba bunny will ba 
Ukon 

Cblldran are anomirnfad to waar a colorful Kast-
or hntinai or bat for thoir photo with tha bunny. 

The foltowlng week, th* city's recreation and flra 
departments, Clvitana and Waatland Cultural So
ciety will co sponsor thoir annual Raster cotton-
tall hunt at 4 p.m. Friday, April 6, at Central City 
Park, on the south side of Ford between Wayne 
Road and Newbunjh. The event Is free and will be 
held rain or shine. There will be aeparate age 
groups orgahlxed for the event, 

Lsglslstivs updsts 
The Waatland Chamber of Commerce will hold 

a legislative breakfeat Thursday morning, April 4, 
to get a Lansing update from a state senator and 
two representative*. 

Business people are advised to call the chamber 
office, 324-7222, to make reservations. Breakfasts 
arete, 

m':-
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Aa budget talks move along for 
the 1996-97 school year, Livonia 
Public Schools district has ear
marked textbooks, building re
pair* and school buses to get 
more money. 

Beyond these three recom
mended changes, next year's 
budget will be much like this 
year's as it will contain few pro
gram additions or deletions, said 
Superintendent Ken Watson, 
whose district includes the north
ern section of Westland. 

"'If we get additional funds, we 

!'•"... 
* • ; 

i 

V 
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will work with the staff to develop 
other priotiilea," Watson said. 
'But our funding will not be clear 

until the end of the summer, after 
the state-aid bill is] signed." 

\yhen\budget talks began Tn 
December for the fiscal year to 
start July 1, Watson said nothing 
could be added without the mon
ey corning from somewhere else in 
the budget. In other words, trades 
would have to be made. 

"If you want something new, 
you have to find the money for it," 
Watson said. 

Those who have proposed extra 

money for textbooks, building re
pairs and buses had to say where 
the money will come from. Randy 
Liepa, assistant superintendent 
for business, said administrators', 
supervisor*, principals and union 
groups have recommended: 

• $100,000 more to replace exist
ing textbooks, with $100,000 cut 
from the curriculum inservice 
budget. "Inservice needs would be 
prioritized," Liepa said. 

• $100,000 more for building re
pairs, with $100,000 chopped from 
the equipment replacement budg
et. 

• $120,000 for additional bus 
purchase*, with the $120,000 
comlrig from the bus repair budg
et. This «would allow the district 
(to get on a 10-U) 12-year replace, 
tnent cycle, instead of the current 
IQ-year cycle. 

The new budget will be aired at 
a June 3 public hearing and ap
proved that same evening. 

The current fiscal year's budget 
shows the district will end the 
school year with $4 8 million In 
its rainy day fund, or fund equity. 
Projections also show $126.4 mil
lion in revenues, $125.2 million in 
expenses. 

Deadline nears for school board petitions 
The Livonia school board's 

June 10 election is already 
steeped in mystery. 

Joe Laura, who stepped down 
from the Livonia school in Janu
ary to become president of the 
Livonia City Council, has taken 
out nominating petitions, a prere
quisite to running for a seat on 
the board. 

On Tuesday, Laura, who has 
been controversial since assuming 

his seat on the council, said "no 
comment" when asked whether 
he will get the necessary 20 signa
tures and return, the petitions by 
the deadline of 4 p.m. Monday, 
April 3. . In school board races, 
petitions are sometimes taken out 
hut not returned. 

The district covers the northern 
section of Westland. If he did run, 
Laura could pit himself against 
the candidate he backed to as-

gsou 
for victims of fire 

A Wayne family with four 
children — three of them 
Wayne-Westland students — is 
in need of help after a fire de
stroyed their residence March 5. 

Fire engulfed joe and Dana 
Powelson's residence on Win
ifred about 11 a.m. March 5 
while the mother was at home 
with youngest child Nicole.. 3. 
Wayne Fire, Chief Michael 
O'Brien said. 

The two suffered minor 
smoke inhalation, but the house 
that the Powelsorts rented was 
destroyed along with all of their 
belongings, O'Brien said. They 
had no renter's insurance. 

The cause of the fire is under 
investigation. It apparently 
started in the living room, 

O'Brien said. 
The Powelsons' eldest three 

children attend Vandenberg, in
cluding fifth-grader Chrystal, 
third-grader Justin and second-
grader Brittany, Vandenberg 
principal Nancy Raynes said in 
a statement to Wayne-Westland 
parents. 

"We are asking that any 
Wayne-Westland families who 
want to open their hearts and 
make donations to this family 
do so," she said. 

Cash donations, household 
items; toys,, books and., other 
such items may be dropped off 
at the Vandenberg office, 32101 
Stellwagen, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Raynes said. The school 
phone number is 595-2650. 
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Attend this free Investment Outlook Seminar 
and find out what's ahead for the economy, 

\f you're concerned about changes in the economy, you m»y 
benefit from our 1996 Economic and Investment Outlook Report 
The highly ranked Merrill Lynch Global Securities ReK*rch and 
Economkf Group believes that the coming months will see slower, 
inflation globally, with moderate economic growth and riling 
markets around the world, 

*Our latest Economic and Investment Outlook, Research 
Report al$o comments on Interest-rate trends and their impact on 
your ihveMmenu in the near- and longcMcrm, making it a valuable 
resource for cither your buiineM or personal irrve*ting> . 

For more information, or to rcierve your place at our free 
Inveument Oudook Seminar, call the number below. 

The difference w Merrill Lynch. 

DATE: 

TIME-

DATE. 

TIME-' 

PLACE: 

GUEST 
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R5VP: 

T*rtd*y, March 2*di 

7:00 p.m. 

OR 

Saturday, AprH 3rd 
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Powers Court Buiidinf 
ljwrd Park 
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sume the seat he vacated in Janu
ary. Dianne Nay. In January, the 
trustees named Nay to fill Lau
ra's seat. 

On Tuesday, Nay, an elementa
ry principal in the Crestwood 
School District, said she has tak
en out petitions and will run for a 
permanent seat on the school 
board. Her term expires June 31. 

John Rennels, an attorney and 
assistant superintendent for per
sonnel, said he knew of no opin
ion by the attorney general that 
said there is a conflict Of interest 
between a city council and a 
school board. "Also, if there are 
contracts involved, this could in
terfere. But there are not a large 
number of contracts between the 
district and the city." 

In the Livonia district, three 
seats will be on the June 10 
school board ballot, two four-year 
terms and one two-year terra. The 
four-year terms are now held by 
Kenneth Timmona and Dan Lea-
sard, the two-year term by Nay, 

In the Wayne-Westland dis
trict, which serves most of the 
city, board member Francis 
"Bud'1 Winter announced several 
weeks ago that he wouldn't seek a 
second term this spring. 

Ed Turner̂  appointed in De
cember to fill a vacancy following 
the resignation of Richard Le-
Blanc, has already disclosed he 
will seek a four-year term at the 
June 10 election. LeBlanc was 
elected last November to the 
Westland City Council. 

Oakwood Hospital Annapolis 
Center-Wayne and Project 
Health-0-Rama are teaming up 
once again to provide health 
screenings, testa, and counseling 
services designed to detect health 
problems early. 

The 1996 Oakwood Annapolis/ 
Project Health ORama will be 
held. Monday through Thursday, 
M*rch 25-28, from 10 a.m; to 6 
p.m. at Westland Mali (on the 
comer of Wayne and Warren 
Roads and Tuesday through 
Thursday, April 2-4/from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at Wonderland Mall (on 
the comer of Plymouth and 
Middlebelt roads). 

Free health screenings include: 

blood pressure check; height/ 
weight measurement, vision test, 
glaucoma screening, hearing test, 
nutrition counseling, medication 
counseling, pulse oximetry. 

Other testa include: PAP 
smear* (limited to 50 registrants 
per day) at $5, body composition 
at $5, blood panel testing (23 
testa) at $204requirea four hoW of 
Tasting), prostate specific antigen 
at $25 and colo:rectal cancer 
screenlnfcJrit at $5.: '.. 

••All' test*\areperformed by 
health professionals. You must be 
18 years old or oMer to partici
pate. Call 467-4134 for more infor
mation. 

m omsma iwm.. J 
Readers tan iubmlt.story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to 
the editor or rruke general comment* to any member o! our news 
stall through E-Mail via the internet at the. following addievs: 
new»room«oeonlinexom. 

C ' ̂ ^ ^ n ^ y W^TimfU^/lKr' imm-: 
• Open houses and ncvy developments (n your area. * -
• Free real estate seminar information. 
• Current mortgage raid: 

• Place classified ads ai your convenience. ' 

\ cmeuumaH 
tirii'ah iiffiWriT.lffirrf f ilHSa 

^ .1^ . . : . 11 . .^1 k 
• if you have a question about home delivery or if you did not receive 

your paper, please call one of our customer service representative* 
i during the following hours: 
Monday and Thursday: S a.m ~ 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: S:K> a.m..~ 5:50 p.m 

£ iWFZ3te*ll?.Z*i: 
• • •wig, up ft- •• ' • , n » - » ^ • • > • » • 

r r^r^f t f^Pl i \f• Hit ;ii'isrf.nt^ifiii.i1 

» You can use a MasterCard or Visa to access the following Information 
from our classified ads. This service \\ available by noon Wednesday 
and Saturday: 

I tem No. 940]: Looking for a place to rent or someone to share an 
apartment wlih? Get a listing o( our rental classlllcds. 
Cost:SV9V 

I tem No. WOO: Recreation: boats, motorcycles, campers, airplane*, etc. 
Cnsl:lV9$ 

I temNo. 9M2: Vehicles: Used trucks, vans and all make* of autorno* 
|>ik». Ortl: SJ9.93 

• Ynu cm access On-fine with just aNuii any communications soft-
warc~-P0 or Macintosh.On-l-lne user* can; 
•'Send and receive unlimited email.' 
• Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW and 

more. 
• Read electronic editions of the tlieOlnervcr tr I'cccntrk newspa-

pTM. 
• Chat **Mh user* across town or acrmsthe country. 

To Ix-jtjo your Online exploration, call Jl J- 991090) with your 
modern 

At IK* k>f»n prompt, typ«: run* 
At i h * Wry prompi, type; 7M2 

• H <fiM nerd rVlp or have questions, tail the On-I Ine Hotline at the 
number *r*/vr. 
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With passage of Propo&al A lr» 
1994, all Michigan distrlcta be
came dependent upon state aid, 

'The fund equity la heeded to 
pay bills If the money la nor 
there," Watson wild. "Ours could 
be wiped out In one fell awoop." 

The extra dollara ttave acCumuv 
lated because of aacrlflcea made 
by both students and staff 
through program cuts, paid James 
Watters, school board president. 
"We took away programs, made 
reductions in the 8AFE program, 
physical education, band. The 
last five years have not been easy 

for anyone sitting here^-

In 1990, the district had $10,1 
million in Ua rainy day fund. )n. 
1991 i It dropped to $6.8 million; 
1992, $1.9 million; 1993; »1.4 mil
lion and 1994, $299,602. In 1995, 
the fund had climbed back up to 
$4.4 million. : 

Current amendment* to the 
1995-96 budget show the district 
will get $33 million from local taj-
l>ayer» and $92 million from ^« • 
state. The bulk of district school-
taxes goes to tensing and thiij; 
gets funneled back, -.-.- :-l< 
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Eyesight $aved: Jeanettc Carlson belieues she would be' 
blind if she hadn't listened to a Westland senior citizen\ 
official. "She saved my eyesight," Carlson said of senior 
resources director Syluia Kozorosky-Wiacek. '.:;• 

from page 1A 

mologist. She expected only an 
eye examination. 

Instead, Coburn told Carlson 
that she had narrow angle glauco
ma, a condition that causes the 
eye'a fluid chamber* to close 
down and build up pressure. 

"If 11*8 not treated, the patient 
cap go blind," a technician at 
Coburn's office said Thursday. 

Coburn performed laser surgery 
on Carlson's right eye on Feb. 19, 
and he followed up one week later 
with the same procedure on her 
left eye. _•:.•-" 

"My condition was that sê  
rious," Carlson said. "If not for 
the senior resources department 
and Sylvia, I would have gone 
blind/* 

Kozorosky-Wjacek said she re
ferred Carlson to Coburn because 
she believes he is among the best 
ophthalmologists in the nation. 

"I told Jeanette, 'You've got to 
go for a second opinion,'" she 

:said, •.. 
Carlson has been visiting the 

Friendship Center since her hus
band, Edward, died in 1991. The 
center provides a wide array of 
services and programs for senior 
citizens. 

"I don't know what I would 
have done without the/senior re* 
sources department," Carlson 
said. "Sylvia is such a loving, car
ing person. She's always willing to 
listen. And now she has helped 
save rhy eyesight." 

from page 1A 

The subscription program 
cornea on the heels of a free curb-
side program that was offered last 
year to a select 3,200 households. 
Carl Clark/public services direc
tor, haa said that the free program 
drew a 22-percent response, 

With the new program, recycl-
ables are expected to be collected 
on the same days that residential 
trash Is picked up. 

In April, recycling organizer* 
are hoping to begin airing public 
service announcement* on the 
city's local cable channel to in
crease awareness of the subscrip
tion program, Scott said. . . ' .;•;•• 

Organizers are aware that it 
may be some time before the pro
gram Is running *moothly. "Thl* 
is going to take us some time/' 
Scott said. 

Westland'* waste hauler, 
Palnter-Ruthenberg Co.,*will pick 

up recyclable glass, newspapers, 
plastics and aluminum, Scott 
said.: ;'•• 

The city will pay nothing for 
the pickup cost*, which; will be 
absorbed by, Palnter-Rtfthenberg. > 

However,. household* joining 
the program will pay their sub
scription fees to Palnter-Ruthen-
berg. Even so, proceed* from re
cyclable* will be returned to the 
City,,',-,:.;: - / : -

Resident* who prefer to take 
their recyclable* to • dropoff cen^ 
te> on Marquette, east of New> 
burgh, will be allowed to continue 
their effort*. The curbsld* pro
gram won't affect the dropoff 
center, Scott said. -• 

Hour* for that program are 
Monday through Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. «nd on Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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New Multi-Dimcn*M>nal Servicer with 
3 DtH^crr* of dhirofiractk Plus 1 Full-Ttme Ortified 

Mastace Therapist with 4 yean of experience Massace Iherapstt with 4 yean of experience 
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O'Dell Chiropractic 
Family WcllncAft Center 

12KS. Wayne Row! • Wc»tUnd 
CWafcy/iNf 25 Yum mv*n% Waym/WeitUnd 

(313)728-8100 
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•Some youngst^rB consider 
themselves lucky to get to Pis,-
riey World in.Orlando, Flft., or 
thVUpper Peninsula. ; 

But 21 4- and 6-yeftr-olds in 
the Garden City Cooperative 
Nursery, which has children 
from that city aa well as West' 
land, took a special trip last 
week that isn't on any map;. 

. Instead of the play trips over 
the years to Ireland, Japan and 
the moon, the students of West-
la nd'stTheresa Conley wont to 
"NeverrNeV^r L-and" as an ex
ercise to pretend they were in a 
land that was of their own 
imagination. 
' They played sand art, di
nosaur bone digs and other 

games before trotting off to an 
imaginary beach for a picnic. 

The "trip" was. the annual 
one Conley plans hear the end 
6feach school year.' 

Thei rea l i tywas that the 
youngsters never left the home 
of the cooperative nursery, based 
in the Garden City Presbyterian 
Church, 1841 Middlebelt. •..-.:• 

Sand art project; Garden ' i 
City Preschool Cooperative" 
students Miranda Oliver, r 
Kelsey Terry and Jessica 
Halliwell fill bottles with 1 
different colors of sand 
during the imaginary trip , 
to "Never, Never Land-' • 
last week. ]' 

STMT PHOTOS BY TOM FIAWLEY 

On the bubble; Michael Smiih likes blowing a large pile 
of bubbles in the preschool cooperative imaginary trip 
last week. 

Trip enjoyed: Taking advan
tage of the jumping, lane 
activity are preschoolers 
Emily Joseph (left) and 
Michael Barnes. 

BY DARREIX CLEM 
STAFF W5UTER 

With a substitute teacher 
shortage plaguing school dis
tricts, Wayne-Westland officials 
are launching an offensive to be
come more competitive* 

School officials last Monday 
boosted the $65-a-day pay that 
substitutes had been receiving. 
Consider; 
• Substitutes who work 25 days or 
less during a school year will now 
be paid $62 a day, a $7 increase, 
• those accumulating 26 to 60 
days on the Job will earn $64 a 
day, a $9 Increase. 
• Subs who teach for 61 to 76 
days will be paid $66 a day, an 
$U increase. 
• Thc«e working more than 75 
days will receive $68 a day, mark* 
ihg a $13 increase. 
• Substitutes who stay in an as
signment for 16 or more consocu* 
tive days will bo paid $75 a day. 

The new pay structure, ap
proved unanimously by the 
WayneAVeatland school board, is 
intended to case a severe substi
tute shortngo that has caused 
hundreds of classroom problems. 

Statistics compiled through 
Jan. 19 show that officials 
couldn't find substitutes on 478 
occasions this school year. 

The shortage has often forced 

officials to cancel art and music 
classes and put those teachers in 
charge of regular classrooms. 
School principals and other admin
istrators have also had to shirk 
their duties to overseei students. 

Some teachers have had to give 
up their planning time to fill in for 
their colleagues, Officials have 
also eliminated school-day teacher 
conferences and in-service train
ing sessions that used to pull edu
cators from the classroom. 

Wayne-Westland has logged 
behind neighboring districts in 
daily pay for substitutes. Com
pared to the $65-a-day rate, the 
pay in other districts U $80 in Ro
mulus; $63 in Dearborn, $62 in 
Garden City and $60 in Livonia 
and Plymouth-Canton. 

But Marty LaPorte, Wayne* 
Weatland's executive director of 
employee services, said officials 
hope to "one-up other districts" 
with the new pay scale. 

Substitutes who move up on 
the pay scale during one school 
year would remain at that level 
tho following year. Subs who accu
mulate 26 days this school yoar, 
for example, would begin working 
next year at a $64-a-day rate. 

*TTiia is a step, I think, in the 
right direction," school board 
member Mathow McCusker said. 

I/aPorte said an average of 35 

to 40 teachers are absent each 
day. The teaching staff currently 
numbers 864, according to the 
employee services office. . 

That means about 4 to 4.6 per
cent of teachers are absent on a 
given day. That percentage is 
lower than in many other dis-" 
tricts, Superintendent Duane 
Moore said. ' 

Wayne-Westland teacher at
tendance' has increased this year, 
L>Porte said, but the substitute 

, shortage remiuns "severe.'' 
Afiide from the local initiative 

tp attract subs,.two state-level 
measures may also help to ease 
the problem, LaPorte said. 

Currently, Michigan substitute 
teachers must have 120 hours of 
credit, including six in education. 
Beginning next school year, they 
will need only 90 hours of college 
credit, none necessarily in educa
tion, LaPorte said.-

And beginning April 1, substi
tutes will be allowed to work up 
to 160 days during a school year 
before district officials have to put 
them in lino for a full-time job. 

Currently, substitutes qualify 
for full employment, when it be-
conies available, after working 
120 days. Consequently, many 
subs aren't called to work when 
they near the 120-day mark, La-
Porto said. 

to continue 
service es 

Continental Cnblcviaion, which 
•erve* some 23,000 Westlsnd ca-
ble-TV subscribers, said it will 
continue its one-year old "on-time 
cuatomer wrvk* nusmtitees." 

"Since the#« guarantees wero 
put into place in March of 1995, 
:we have had an almost perfect 
•UCC*M rat#, averaging over 99 
percent for the year," said Bill 
Black, Continental's Corporate 
AAUit Dtwctor. 

Tt* guarantee program waa 
inMtftd • ytwr aa arrofTthoot of a 

nationally-implemented customer 
service program launched by the 
entire cable television industry, 
he said. 

The company's guarantees 
states that: 
• If Continental is late for an in
stallation appointment, the cus
tomer will receive the installation 
for free or receive a $20 credit, 
whichever has the greater value. 
* If Continental is late for a aer-
vice appointment, the customor 
will receive a $20 credit. 

• If a new customer chooses to 
disconnect for any reason within 
30 days on installation, Continen
tal will refund the money. 

Last December, Continental 
reaffirmed its conviction to pro
viding exceptional customer ser
vice, Black said. 

"They introduced a 24-hour re
pair line operated by Continental 
staff, eliminating tho need for an 
answering service and providing 
their customers with oven more 
timely service, 

a 
ake the first step in running 

retirement savings 

•fidelity can offer you a broad range of retirement investments 
, • • ' t " -

to help you reach' your savings goals. To gel you slatted, we'd.; 
like to imiteyou to our free seminar Taking Control of Your 
OIVI i RetirementPlanning. 

At the seminar, you'll learn to estimate how much you may' 
need to sa\tt in order to live comfortably when you retire. Then. 

vrc'H helpyou dollop a customizedinveslmenl plan based on 
your personal goals. 

So make an investment in your future.! 
at our fa? seminar todav. 

Plan on 
attending 
our free 
seminar. 

Hi'smc your space 

Free Seminar on 
Retirement Planning. 

Thursday, March 28 
l4Qp.ro. 
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