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Checked the coupons inserted 
in today's issue o( your horoe-

defiyered Observe* and save an 
swage $20 to $30 a week on you 

grocery Wf. Fof home-delivery, please 
call 591-0500. 
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Political spoof: "Hail to the Chief 
is more than a song played for 
U.S. presidents. It's also the play 
being staged by John Glenn High 
School students. Performances 
will be Nov. 14*16./A3 

COUNTY 

Victory: Democrats will have a 
firm majority on the Michigan 
Supreme Court and a chance to 
block dismantling of the state 
education rules as a result of the 
Nov. 5 election. /A5 

TASTE 

Taste Buds: Chef Larry Janes 
explains step-by-step how to pre­
pare your first Thanksgiving Day 
turkey. / B l 

Healthful eating: Don't let the hol­
idays go to "waist." Dietitian 
Peggy Martinelli-Everts offers 
tips for keeping pounds off dur­
ing this season of sweet tempta­
tions. / B l 

SPORTS 

Soccer final: Livonia Stevenson 
and Troy meet in the Class A 
boys championship. / C i 
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A Westland school has launched a pilot pro­
gram that brings in community volunteers to 
help students deficient in reading skills. 

Elliott Elementary School has been chosen to 
implement HOSTS (Helping One Student To 
Succeed), a highly touted progtam that provides 
one-on-one tutoring for at-risk students. 

Thirty-four pupils already are involved in 
HOSTS, which pairs youngsters with volunteers 
in half-hour sessions four days a week, HOSTS 
instructor Pauline Eldridge said. 

However, at least 10 more volunteers are 
needed, she said. To help, call 695-2748, 

Educators hope the program will have an 
impact on the academic, social and emotional 
growth of at-risk students. "» 

"If you can read, you can be a volunteer," 
Eldridge said. 

Volunteers and students spend the first IB 
minutes of their sessions reading, followed by 
other activities that help to determine whether 
youngsters are comprehending what they read. 

Educators hope that, with help from volun­
teers, students will receive the extra attention 
and encouragement they need to become better 
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Legislators to 
State Rep. Eileen Detiart, now iiitlieC 
majority party in the state House, said she 

I>lans to put the brakes on proposed legia-
ation which she believes would harm 

working people. 

$ 1W« Suburban CowunVcfttoM Corporation 
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Now that Democrats have won 
control Of the state House, they are 
positioned to halt Republican efforts 
to enact laws that hurt working peo­
ple, state Rep. Eileen DeHart said 
Friday. 

"The Republicans have virtually 
attacked the unions in this state -

the working men and women of this 
state" DeHart, D-Westland, said; 

Three days after 18th District vot­
ers gave her a second two-year term, 
DeHart fielded questions inside 
Westland City Council chambers, 
where she has office hours once a 
month to be more accessible to con­
stituents. 

DeHart pledged that Democrats 
can "put the brakes" on what she 

called Republican attempts to hurt 
Working people. • 

"They already tried to decimate 
worker's compensation, but we man-
aged\to put a stop to that," she said, 
referring to when Republicans had a 
House majority. 

State Rep, Tom Kelly, D-Wayne, 
said Democratic success in Tuesr 
day's election "restores the whole 
concept of government checks and 
balances." 

Kelly - a former John Glenn High 
School faculty member whose dis­
trict includes Garden City, Wayne 
and the southeast section of West-
land - said Democratic gains will 

halt the "runaway" GOP agenda 
that Gov. John Engler and Republi* 
icans. "tried to push down our ihroata 
for the last few years." 

DeHart noted that, despite their 
gains, Democrats still won't be able 
to set Lansing's agenda because 
Republicans retain control of the 
Senate. 

As she looks to her new termi 
DeHart said she would like to chaw} 
a retirement committee, separate! 
from an appropriations committee 
with which it has been combined. ! 

"I have a shot at it, only because 

~ ~ See LEGISLATORS, A 2 

Rockets advance In football playoffs 
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< Qbnn c«l9brat9%i John Glenn < 
i •: High School Rocket fans, 
.;" including Mark Johnston and [ 
i> grandson, Michael, were on 
I, hand to support their team in 
^ the opening round of the state : 

\ v football playoffs. With chilly : 
weather; Glenn fans had to • 

: ;• huddle closely to keep warm. 
'••• Thefdhs The Rockets won by a 

:̂ single point, defeating RedfbrdJ 
; t Catholic Central. Glenn will • ^ 
i advance to the next level of the . 
playoffsiriext Saturday after' ' 

• noon and face Dearborn Ford- -;'?;. 
•[son. The gam* will start at ':;••.; v >?»; 

1:30 p. m. on the Rockets' home • 
field. For details of the game, 
turn to Sports Editor Brad 
Emons' story on Page CI in 
today's sports section. 
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A Westland man accused of 
abducting and raping a 14-year-old 
Taylor girl faces a Nov. 19 court 
hearing that will determine whether 
he should stand trial oh five felony 
'charges.'-'/'; 

James Michael Johnston, 45, is 
accused of forcing the girl into his 
car while she waited for a school bus 

.':, - • ' • •••-..'' ' • - ' . • . • • > * • • ' • • ; : ' - ' ; - • • ' • . ' 

at 7 a.m. Tuesday at Eureka and 
Buck in Taylor, police said. 

"The defendant told: her not to 
scream or he Would kill her/ Taylor 
police said in a press release., 

The girl told police that she was 
taken to the defendant's home in 
Westland Meadows mobile home 
park - northeast of Van Born and 
Merriman - where she said she was 
raped. '..••/• ••: : \ ' : 'Y :

:-;V:-' .^ ''";•—'r 

Her assailant then drove her back 

to Taylor and. dropped her off behind 
a business on Eureka, Taylor police 
said. She.then phoned her father. 

Police arrested Johnston after the 
girl led them to Westland Meadows 
and pinpointed1 the mobile home 
where she said she Was raped, police 
s a i d ; . .""'•:'-";•'' -:.--, ••:':':.. 

The girl identified her alleged 
assailant When he came to the door, 
police said. 

Johnston, described as a 6-foot, 

210 pounds, was arrested without 
incident, Taylor police said. • ' . ' 

Police also had a description of the 
defendant's car, a light blue, four-? 
door, 1989 Dodge Aries, police said. ; 

On,Wednesday, Johnston Was 
arraigned before Taylor 23rd Disr 
trict Court Judge William Suthfer-! 
land on three counts of first-degree 
criminal sexual conduct, one count 

' ' • ' ' ' ; • " ; ' • ' v " * 
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fapistW waiver 
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Accused rapist Kenneth Matthew 
Lies, 22, has been ordered to stand 
trial on charges that he repeatedly 
raped a 79.year-old Westland 
woman. 

Lies was bound over for trial in 
Wayne County Circuit Court after 
he voluntarily waived a preliminary. 
hearing Thursday in front of West-

land 18th District Judge C. Charles 
Bokos. •'.-. 

His decision avoided testimony 
that Would have been heard Thurs-/ 
dayirt court. 

Lies faces seven felony charges 
stemming from an early morning, 
Oct. 2 break-in on Randy Street, 
south of Ann. Arbor Trail between 
Merriman and Henry Ruff. 

He faces trial on four counts of 

first-degree criminal sexual conduct, 
punishable by a maximum sentence 
of life in prison. 

He also faces one count of second-
degree criminal sexual conduct, 
which carries a maximum 16-year 
prison term upon conviction. 

Lies also could face 15 years for an 
unarmed robbery charge and 20 
years for home invasion. \ 

The elderly woman told Westland 

police that she was raped by an 
assailant who wore a ski mask,' 
Even though she didn't see his face; 
she told officers that she recognized 
the man's voice. •,".,'. ' • 

The rape resulted in the woman 
being hospitalized for several days. '•' 

Lies, who lives within eight blocks 
of the victim, had previously done 
lawn maintenance work in the 

See WAIVER, A2 

Cllnlctoppen 
OakWood Healthcare System plans a ribbon-

cutting and grand opening for a new clinic focus­
ing on women's health at 4 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
18, on the southwest corner of Warren Road and 
Central City Parkway (formerly Cowan Road). 

The cjinic will be located in the former Pretter 
appliance business which has been vacant for 
nearly a year. 

While the clinic will primarily focus on 
women's health, it will also serve all family 
members. 

The opening, planned since last spring, comes 
at a time when Oakwood is moving ahead with 
the closing next year of the clinic and former 
county hospital on Merriman near Palmer. 

The closing is part of a system-wide consolida­
tion of services and refocusing on outpatient ser-

PLACES & FACES 
vices. 

Historical developments 
The Westland Historical Commission is pro-

gressing, although more slowly than expected, 
on the completion of the Perrinsvillo School 
restoration project. Delaying the opening are the 
long wait for desks and the completion of the 
brick walkway; The walkway is being built 
through the purchase of commemorative bricks 
engraved with the names of donors. The bricks 
are $100 each. So far the commission has raised 
nearly $6,900 in the'ftind-raising program. 

'• [ The commission has been working for several, 
years to restore the 140-year-old building on 
Warren Road west of Merriman, to its 1895 '.peri-

' " o d . " ' . ; ' : ' , . , ' " . . • • . ' ; ' . , '•••''••-•<• : " ; ' ' ' ^ - : > • " . ' , - • ' ( 

Making a dlfterenqe 
Prince'of Peace Lutheran Church, Westland, 

took part in the national observance of Make-A' 
Difference Day recently by providing meals to 25 
Western Wayne County Habitat for Humanity 
home renovation volunteers; The meals were 
served throughout the day, 

The church group also volunteered that special 
day to help those at the Wayne County Family 
Shelter, on Michigan Avenue near Merriman, 
Westland. •' •."•'-.' 
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Rep. Eileen DeHart Rep. Tom Kelly 

Legislators from page Al 

this is the last year (of office) for 
22 of my Democratic colleagues," 
she said. 

Because so many ve teran 
House members will be depart-
ingsoon, DeHart said that she 
and other first- and second-term 
legislators are positioned to 
become House leaders. 

DeHart has several goals she 
hopes to accomplish. 

For one, she plans to reintro­
duce a bill ensuring that state 
lottery profits will go into a 
preservation fund for education, 
augmenting state aid. 

DeHart also wants to talk with 
House leaders about the possibil­
ity of a K-14 education system 
tha t would allow s tudents to 
receive two years of college 
courses for free. 

Classes could be taught direct­
ly in high schools, giving stu-
denis an option to earn an asso­
ciate's degree without facing 
expensive college costs, she said. 

"I think it will save students 
and families a lot of money," 
DeHart said. 

Kelly cited as his priorities the 
need to address funding prob­
lems in adult education and spe­
cial education. Many students 
are being denied what is due to 
them, Kelly said. 

DeHart, who had expected a 

closer race with Republican Den­
nis LeMaitre, appeared at ease 
Friday, compared to the final, 
frantic days of her campaign. 

But her hard work paid off. 
According to official vote totals 
from the county elections office, 
DeHart received 14,382 votes 
compared to LeMaitre's 9,280 
votes. 

Kelly won by a landslide 
against Republican Diane Dore, 
who didn't even mount a cam­
paign. 

DeHart won despite a strong 
push by the Republican Party to 
win the 18th District, which 
includes most of Westland and a 
few Canton Township precincts. 

DeHart and Kelly have won 
praise from city officials and 
Wayne-Westland school officials 
alike, although DeHart's oppo­
nents tried to portray her as an 
ineffective legislator linked too 
closely to such groups as the 
Michigan Education Association. 

Wayne-Westland school Super-
in tendent Duane Moore and 
Westland Mayor Robert Thomas 
are among the community lead­
ers who say that DeHart has 
stood up for local interests in 
Lansing. 

Kelly has been similarly 
praised in his district. 
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Riding: Four riders 
practice their4HII 
routine, They are 
(from left) 
Jonathan 

^Richards, Ryan 
Richards, Dean 
HamrickandCar* 
rie Searfos. 

STATF PHOTO BY <J« JAGDftLD 

BY ARLENE Fl/NKE 
S P E C I A L W R I T S R 

Dean Ham rick, and brothers Ryan and 
Jonathan Richards enjoy the thrill of horse­
back riding. 

But their parents see their sons, all of 
Redford Township, developing sharper 
thinking skills, stronger bodies and blos­
soming confidence. 

Dean, 13, his 14-year-old friend Ryan 
Richards, and Ryan's 19-year-old brother 
Jonathan became friends as members of 
a "therapeutic" riding team at Wild Wind 
Equestrian Center in South Lyon. 

"Therapeutic" means tha t s tudents 
learn to become riders despite a wide range 
of disabilities. .-

"You are using the horse as a tool to 
help people with disabilities," said Cindy 
Richards (no relation), 36, a co-owner of 
Wild Wind. 

The center offers a variety of lessons for 
both able-bodied and disabled students. 
About 100 students are in the therapeutic 
program. They range from sight- and hear­
ing-impaired riders, to children with neuro­
muscular diseases, to mentally disabled 
youngsters. 

"For a number of these kids, i t 's a 
tremendous boost to their self-esteem, and 
strengthens their muscles," Cindy Richards 
said. 

Dean, Ryan and Jonathan have been 
taking lessons for several years and have 
become proficient. Last week, their four-per­
son drill team demonstrated riding skills 
during the North American Horse Exposition 
at the Novi Expo Center. The fourth mem­
ber of the team is Carrie Searfos, 15, of 
Huntington Woods; 

The team members were in the ring 
without the able-bodied mentors who usual­

ly accompany them during drills. 
"You have to prove to them you can ride 

well enough," said Dean, an eighth-grade 
student at Hilbert Junior High School. 
Dean, who was, born with dislocated hips 
arid club feet, has undergone numerous 
surgeries. He uses braces arid crutches. 

Dean began riding about five years ago 
upon the recommendation of his physical 
therapist. "You get them on a horse, and 
they (become) independent persons," said 
Dean's mother, Susan Hamrick. "It has 
helped strengthen his hips and legs. It 
has helped his balance and increased his 
stamina." 

Dean sees riding as "just fun - a hobby." 
Bonnie and Conrad Richards enrolled 

their two sons in the riding program 
eight years ago to deal with separate dis­
abilities. . 

Ryan, 14, suffered a closed head in a car 
accident at age 6. The injury affected his 
concentration. 

Jonathan, a freshman at William Tyndale 
College in Farmington Hills, had experi­
enced learning disabilities. Riding has ful­
filled the youths' need to socialize and mas­
ter a physical activity, said Conrad Richards. 
"It has made them more positive in their out­
look," he said. Another benefit has been 
improved eye-hand coordination, according 
to Bonnie Richards. 

Vikki Gartner, a certified therapeutic rid­
ing instructor, "teaches people to ride at 
their (own) level," said Cindy Richards. 
Instruction is adapted to the students ' 
strengths and limitations. 

"It is important to work with properly 
trained people," Richards said. 

Many 4-H clubs have therapeutic instruc­
tors. Students, who wear protective hel­
mets, learn how to sit, hold the reins and 

groom the animals. The center uses a cadre 
of volunteers to assist. 

All the horses are donated, retired show 
horses with easy dispositions. "The horse 
will help out," said Ryan, a ninth-grade stu­
dent at Southfield Christian School. 

Establishing a good working relationship 
with the animal boosts a student's self-con­
fidence, said Bonnie Richards. 

Jonathan, who works as a page for the 
Redford Township Library, is busy adjust­
ing to college. Horseback riding is relaxing 
and keeps his concentration skills well-
honed, he said. Right now, he is working 
with a horse named Dewey - his fourth 
since he began taking lessons. "He is very 
patient," Jonathan said. "If you talk to 
the horses, they, become very relaxed. You 
hug them, pat them and groom them." 

"They become relaxed in their own way." 
"They don't communicate, but they do lis­

ten and understand you," he said. 
During drills, team members demon­

strate various maneuvers and form pat­
terns such as "Figure Eight," "Circle," 
"Cloverleaf and "Hour-Glass." 

"In organized sports, they wouldn't have 
achieved that level of competency," Bonnie 
Richards said. 

Jonathan, Ryan and Dean have all won 
ribbons or prizes. They all have other inter­
ests, but riding is a priority. Dean plays 
drums in his school band and enjoys making 
music with his twin brother, Yale, who plays 
guitar. 

Ryan likes to build with giant Legos, draw 
and work on his computer. 

Jonathan collects foreign coins, paper 
money, and stamps. : ' •' • 

For information about therapeutic riding 
instruction, call (810)486-7433. 
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Tuesday, l^vember 1¾ 1996 7 pjti 
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of kidnapping and one count of 
attempted .first-degree criminal 
sexual conduct. 

A not-guilty plea was entered 
for the defendant. 

Sutherland set a Nov. 19 pre-
limiriarj' hearing and ordered 
Johnston jailed in lieu of a $1 
million cash bond. 
. If convicted as charged* John­

ston could face a maximum sen­
tence of life in prison. 

According to Taylor police, 
Johnston has a criminal record 
that includes a 1975 conviction 
for criminal sexual conduct. 

It wasn't immediately known 
how much jail time he may have 
served. •' •" • 

32765 Lyndon, Uvcrta 48154 Cal for Info: (313)427-8255 
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woman's neighbbrhood, police 
have said) 

The woman's assailant entered 
her house by breaking a base­
ment window. 

On Thursday, Bokos ordered 
Lies to appear in Wayne County 
Circuit Court on Nov. 21 for an 
arraignment on the charges: 

Since his arresti the defendant 
has rerhained jailed in lieu of a 
$1 million cashborid. 

Bokos on Thursday refused to 
lower the bond, originally set by 
18th District Judge Gail McK-
night when Lies was arraigned 
on Oct. 3. 

Lies had originally been ached: 
uled for a prelimiriary hearfng 
on Oct. 10, but it was postponed 
after his a t torney ' reques ted 
more time to review documents 
pertaining to the case. 

frompageAl 

readers! ' ' . ' • . ' •,;'. :-j'. 
Although Elliott is the only 

Wayne-Westland district school : 
chosen for HOSTS, the program 
has grown nationally and has 
shown success. 

The U.S. Secretary of Educa­
tion's Excellence in Compensa­
tion Education Award has been 
given to HOSTS, touted as the 
best compensatory program in 
Texas, Washington, Arizona, . 
Montana, Hawaii, Wyoming and 
North Dakota. 

The National Center for 
Dropout Prevention at Clemson 
University also cites HOSTS as 
"a national mentoring model for 
dropout prevention." 

By helping s tudents to 
improve their reading skills 
•arly on, educators hopo that 
classroom performance will be 
boosted permanently. 

Sessions occur Monday 

• Sessions occur 
Monday through 
Thursday at drffarent 
Urn— during tha day. 

through Thursday at different 
times during the day, providing 
for flexible schedules for volun­
teers. 

In some communities, busi­
nesses are even allowing employ­
ees to leave work to become 
involved in HOSTS. 

Currently, Elliott has more 
HOSTS students than volun­
teers , but Eldridge remains 
hopeful that more people will 
learn about the program and 
become involved. 

Moreover, she said the pro* 
gram could be expanded to other 
Wayne-Westland schools if i t 
proves successful at Elliott. 
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