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Schools seek more funding

WL

IN THE PAPERH

 TODAY|

- On the ]ob Do you work in a nice
cozy office? Not everyone is so for-

» Dlstrlct leaders want to avoid
. “Those are two vely blg goals . returning to budget cuts of previous
‘ ,-Brown gaid, * ‘years, when the board eliminated
School officials have made some"‘tra-spor ation and forced students
 dtrides. to reduce a $5 million deficit to pay fees for sports and other
L that had been prOJected for June 30.  extracurricular activities.

Wayne Westland sehool board presulent ."technology
Patricia Brown has two major goals: . - |
obtain renewal of a 8-mill enhancement’

-tax levy and get voter approval of a bond

tunate. Some peoples work takes
them outdoors in the worst kmd

of weather /A3

. coumv

| Elected Wayne County Commzs-

sioners re-elected Ricardo -
Solomon of Detroit as chazrman

and Kay Beard of Westland as
vice-chair at the board’s organi-

zatzonal meetmg last Frtday /A5

TASTE

Focus on Wlne. Lockwood isa
60,000-case brand that has built
its reputation on one of the fi nest
‘vineyards in California’s Mom
terey County /B1

Winter warmup: There S nothmg
“old-fashioned about oatmeal.
Mom was right, a bowl of oat-

‘meal is a nutritious way to start
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_ Wayne pohce are mvestlgatmg the death of a |
“21-year-old Westland ‘man who died duringa { .
two-vehicle crash that occuired on. a fog-shroud. |
ed early mornmg on Mlchngan Avenue at Han- A
- non, ¢ e B
7 Matthew. J COCthk alandscaper whose hob
4. bies mcluded motorcycles, dirt blkes, huntmg,\? :
- | fishing and baseéball, died from chest injuries he
|- suffered during the 3:a.m. Dec, 28 aCCldent :
1 Wayme Deputy Police Chief Kerry Webb said. .
I B Cochlck was traveling eastbound on. chhlgan Rk
- Avenue in his Ford Escort when he collided with - |
" -a Ford Ranger plckup being driven north on |[..
~ '} 'Hannon by. 21-year-old Wayne Schumacher of 1"
.- |+ Canton Township, Webb said; ... 1B
" Schumacher suffered head 1munes and a bro g
| ken pelvig, among other injuries; and he was ini-. | .
" {! tially placed on a respirator, Webb said. Howev-
1 er, he has since been released from the Universi<- |-
'ty of M1ch1gan Hosp:tal in- Ann Arbor, Webb 1
: sald ' |
. Schumachers pxckup was struck on’ the drzv-~
B er’s side by Cochick’s Escort, he said.’ ‘ |
. | " Cochick died about 5 a.m. at Oakwood Hospi-
1. tal/Annapohs Center-Wayne ~'two hours after

-, said, but police still haven't pmpomted 1ts cause. -
: They have theories that Webb couldn’t dlscuss s

“at length; but, he added, “we don't know for sure

| :‘»what happened "

Police are awmtmg toxlcology reports that wxll

| show whether alcohol was involved,
o "It does appcar that drmkmg was. mvolved in

JL"u-‘u-i,..o-.é-.-.-q..‘.‘.--"......‘"a.‘..a-.’»-{.)fw-'-{%.,f,- el e T e e T e e e

HOW 10 REACH us |

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER -

Facmg a $5 mllhon budget short-‘

fall, deteriorating buildings and. state legislators to-allow. them to

seek a now-forbidden renewal of a 3-
mill enhancement tax levy that

- more meney, school. board preslde nt = exprres-xrrdune ¥

scarce-classroom computer technolo-

gy, Wayne-Westland schools have.
‘entered 1997 with a critical need for

Patricia Brown said.

-i8sue for repalrs and new. technology.

‘cited two major. .school board goa]s,-
dunng an interview focusmg on the- -
‘rocky year ahead:

-» School officials need to convmce"

- Somie district propertxes have been'
g sold and officials are now market-.
ing the old Wilson and: Monroe
- schools, Patricia. Brand; assistant
_supenntendent of busmess, smd Fn- .

day.
Brand is hopeful that the $5 mll

l:on deficit can be reduced’to $1.8

"¢ Officials must“plarrtoseek voter

~_million by June 30, but officials are .

But, Brand. conceded, “transporta-

“tion w1ll be. evaluated Every pro-
” gram in the dlstnct wnll be evaluat-

ed. -
~*This: is- not a Blrmmgham or a

‘leoma or a Plymouth-Canton
where we have a lot of extra pro-

'grams to begin with,” she said.-

State Sen. Loren Bennett R- Can. '

: Gwen the bleak forecast BI‘OWI‘I
| o ~ building repairs ‘and new ‘classroom

1 of a.bond: f hoot
approval of a.bond issue for schoo red ink.

struggling to erase the remammg o

' See FUNDING A2

;j':‘BYDARRBLL CLEM
- STAFF WRITER

R B Constructnon crews have begun
| ».‘t-‘bulldlng 8 new Sears. store that i§-

- fall at Westland: Shoppmg Center,
. o¥ *Ag far as 1 know we're on sched-j".f_s
2 ~‘ule;” Sears genior real estate ‘direc-; 7,

|+ ‘expected to open for business next,f,.1 ‘

| the Sears Auto Servzce Center “The Belt Co. of Fraser is. general contractor for the prq]ect

“ '_,_:j.See SEARS,Az -

New Sears

id fj

T TAMMIF, GRAVESSTAYF ARTIST

sséy Hans - - i

Begmmng today, Jan 6 CaseyA

B Hans will serve as mtenm edxtor of‘
.the Westland Observer ‘
-/ Hans' appointment is m prepara
',_‘txon for the Obgerver's new Sunday
“edition that will" debut in: February,:
" gaid Susan Rosiek,- managing editor
“of the Qbserver’ Newspapers o
-7 “We look forward to continuing
. our award-winning delivery of com-" - -
" munity news to the Westland com-
mumty, saxd Rosxek :

Hans has coordmated health and

‘business coverage for the Wayne
- County editions and also served -
most recently as interim edltor of‘ -
~she was information coordinator- for
~'Canton Township’s Municipal Sef« = -
‘vices Department, handling a varf- = =

the Canton edmon SR
“Westland is a busy, thrwmg mty,

N | ntertm e'f'vztor assumes duttes

and I am pleased to be here,” Hans

- said: “I'look forward . to becommg

part of the community.”
From 1985-93, Hans worked as a
“reporter for the. ‘Farmington and

E project. tasks for building, plannidg;, -

. _Southf‘ eld edmons of‘ the Observer -

& Eccentrlc and since October of »
1995 has worked for the newspaper -
group as a reporter and copy editor.

-From May 1993 to October 1995,

“Newsroom: 313.9532404) | | 4 —“‘::/ i We;';aeg;dg;g,;";ggt? B B

| Newsroom Fax: 313-591.7279| - \‘.‘X‘\‘\S | e ;v;,zgms i T

- Email: newsroom @oeonline.com| | | ““""%\_ e :l[ Clbrsesren =i Y I

1 _ Nightline/Sports: 313-953-2104/ - \\-\\\‘\‘\"\ o F—jér—:% = S R X

. Reader Comment Line: 313-953-2042|. | '|:- - ~ A n e mae | R o U

i  Classified Advertising: 313-591:0900] | - | gl] RE A S

Dlsplay Advertising: 313-591-2300} | |- L 1

EaE , Home Dehvery 313-591-0500 g Lo )L} Jﬂ L ‘.___\_E’.-;
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P Ollce robe - T B e e g
1] & ‘ ’ T Smr?noroar'roumm,: : ) __’L l_. — .
| f t l d t ;’L.Bulldlng McGutre Steel Erectwn Inc from Bz zghton erects the steel settmg columns for : { ’"‘ »_‘ et @[

“ety. of communication and special -

.engineering public works and the - :

townshlps parks and recreationf”
 SeolWTERM, A2

: 'Storytelllng sesslons

through Apnl

Saturday of every month at 2 p.m.

‘remams :

“*The William P. Faust Pubhe lerary ofWest-
land has announced its first public storyttme e
-gessions, beginning Jan 13 and contmumg

“Toddler Tales ‘(‘18 36 months old) wnll be

PLACES & FACES

| way, between Warren and Ford roads To rems- :
ter, call 326- 6123 and ask for the chlldren 8 serm

‘ mentary chxldren for drug preventlon and bmld- :
jmg self-esteem, ‘
- A 1992 honors graduate from Franklm llxgh
School in the Livonia district, she also attended *{ * .
_-Schoolcra{t College before attendmg WMU, mak-
| "ing the dean's list and recewmg thc Schoolcralt
; trustee scho]arshlp : S

| R the accident. Police believe that he wasn’t wear- _Wednesdays at 10; 39 a.m. as will “Just For Me! : vxces desk :
: mg his seat belt. 1 -“Preschool Storytime” (3 tofiyedrs of age). . | o e f(:offee and poetry
-“]t appears that he wasn't,” Webb said. “Sleepytime Stpryhme (all ages) will be Mon- o HOHOIS graduate 1
 Several witnésses saw the accident, Webb ‘| | days at 7 p.m. “Beginning Bookies” (kinder- - ' - The Wonder Ground Coﬁ‘ee House, 539 N.

garten through second grade) will be the last .

Due to high demand and limited space, preo o
-1 registration is required to guarantee aseéatat
| “Toddler Tales,” “Just For Me!” and “Begmmng ‘
Bookics.” Walk-i -ing wlll be accepted if space . -

. Holly Featherston of Westland has gmduated
magna cum laude from Western Michigan Uni-

'verslty She recewed a-bachelor of science degree
.in psychology and was the recxplent of tho WMU

academic scholarslnp _
Sheis a member of the Golden Key Natlonal

"Honor Society and a participant in the Best of -
:-‘Amenca Volunteer Program Wl'llCh targetcd ele

. Wayne Road, is now open with poetry readmgs -

- p.m. Regular business hours are Monday. - .
| through Thursday, 7: 30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday &
“and Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to midnight, and -
,Sunday from noon to 8 p. m The phone number ‘
"-is722 9460r" : e o

on an open mlcrophone every Tuesday from 8- 10

AY

"The l|brary is locatcd on Centralt Cxty 'Park

’ N _>

T R T Tk R s - T

your day. / Bl  tor Chet Wolan said Friday from hig:
L , .flj:Clucago office. " o
IR - R e o S *.“The $21- mxll:on prOJect w:ll:'j e
mclude a two-level, 170,000-square. .
= foot Sears, department store and-a,
__-'separate, ‘15; ;,000-square-foot auto-.
Announcemen ts D3 | Rentals B8 4 :3::;\;edre:enter on the mall s north-
Autos D5} Malls . AB bl . “We're dehghted t6: have them at_'i?}
Crossword B8 [ Taste | Bl ‘,”’the mfal(ll, ‘gaid Mike: ng,amén, dlfe.c“ o
_ .Jobs S CB - lMovle Gunde B4 - |- tor of development for ompass. .|
e ] A d ' Retail Inc., the Atlanta-based owner:’..‘;
1 Home & Se"’-‘l"f', ..D4 'Sp‘ms : A . of Westland Center. “Sears is a dom-="
1 Merchandlse . D4} | inant department, store in the Unit~-.| 7}
Pets - D4 [ ed- States; and speclﬁcally in the f. :
' Real Estate. . BT ~Detroit area.” ... -
S Durmg a 7 p m Westland Cltv "
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Council meeting today (Monday),

council members are scheduled -

to consider a revised site plan for
the store.

Some parking areas are pro-
posed .to be realigned, allowing
construction crews to retain the
greenbelt along Wayne Road,
“Westland Planning Director Tod
Kilroy said Friday.

Kilroy called the latest plan a

positive development in the

Sears project.

Ed McHale, the mall’s assis-
tant general manager, has said
the Sears store will make West-

feet to 80,773 square féet’ in time
for the 1996 hollday shoppmg
season.

The Sears’ prowct is expected "

to bring 450 jobs to Westland-
Center, including 150 full-time
workers, off‘rcials have said.

_Construction will continue
through much of 1997, amid
hopes of opening the store in the
fall. Wolan said Sears represen-
tatives are excited about havmg
.a‘store in Westland

land Center even more competi-

tive with other area malls.
Westland Mayor

Thomas has said the Sears pro-

ject will play a vital role in help-

ing the mall to retain its cus-
tomer base and to dra“ new
shoppers.

‘He had earlier voiced fears_

that the mall could begin to dete-
riorate and lose customers if

- Sears had -chosen to locate else—v

where.

The Sears prOJect follows com-
pletion of a $3 million expansion
of Kohl's department store on
the shopping center’s east end.

Kohl's — No. 2 in business for
the 132.store chain -

‘etpanded from 65,773 square

Robert

was

“It's a very stable community
that's underserved by Sears at
this time,” he said. ‘ -

"~ The prOJect last year received -
near-unanimous support from -

the city council. Only Council-

man Charles Pickering voted
against it, because he opposes '

using $1.5 million in city money

for such measures-as relocating
utilities _and  realigning-
parking areas. ‘

The crty meney comes from the .

Tax Increment Finance Authori-
ty, which uses tax revenues gen-.
_erated in an area surrounding
Westland Center to spur eco-
nomic development ,

ACCldent from page Al

- this accident, -Webb said, but he

declined to elaborate until the

toxrcology reports have been ‘

received.

Police also are awaiting the
results of a study that will deter-
- mine whether vehicle headlights
were turned on at the time.

Again, Webb said it was pre-

“mature to discuss the issue at
length,

At the time of the accident,
Michigan Avenue was so shroud-
ed in fog that visibility was
_ believed to be no more than 200
to 300 feet, the deputy chief said.

“It was foggy and misty,” he

- said.

. At 3 aum., Cochick would have
encountered a flashing caution

traffic light on Michigan Avenue,

“while Schumacher would have
faced a blinking red light on
Hannon, Webb said. oo

Based on witnesses’ state-
" ments, he said, it doesn’t appear

that a‘trafﬁc light was ignored.

READER SERVICE LINES

. llL’ll'sl’OD)ll @(’t‘("l’l"t’ com.

Observer Newsroom E Mazl

Rtatlt s can submit story sm,L,t \uum rtanum\ I smn}\ l(llt s o
e editor or make generat uumm 1S to any member of our pe W
stalf tlm)ugl\ F-Mail via the e riet a the I(l“(!\\lll\, address:

[ ‘It was foggy and
misty ‘

~Kerry Webb
—deputy polzce chief

It could be several weeks ~

before police receive the results -

of studies that will help to deter--
mine the cause of the accident,
Webb said.

Services for Cochick were Dec
31 at Vermeulen Funeral Home °
4in. Westland, with the Rev,

Golng up: Constructzon work is. under way at tlze Westland Sears szte.

Fu ndl n g from page AI

A Communlt,y Outreach
Health Fair has been scheduled

for 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 'I‘hursday
and Friday, Jan. 16-17, at Med-

Max on Warren across from‘

Westland Center.

Available at no charge will be

Leonard: Partensky officiating. . ~blood pressure. and blood glucose

Interment was in Knollwood
Memorial Park in Canton.

Survivors include his parents,
John. and Wilma Cochick; a°
brother, Martin (Julie) Cochick

of Garden City; three sisters,: .
~ Michelle (Chris) Rakovalis of .
- Westland, Mellisa (Michael)

Majorana of Nashville, Tenn.,

" and Mellnda (John) Faunce of ‘

Rex Ga

testing by Arcadia Health Care,
sspinal screening by Hicks Chiro-/
practic Center, body composition
analysrs by MedMax. and hear-
ing screening by Personalrzed
Hearmg Care. ‘

Oakwood Healthcare System‘
18 of’fermg cholesterol screening -
for a $5 charge and bone’ densrty,

screemng for $10

.. The health fair is mtended to
1promote heaith” awareness, -
- familiarize - the public ‘with"

health services in the community

- and provide mformatron on com-

mon health concerns i

‘ ,dwrsrons.

Interlm

= __-from page Al

During her career, she also
" has served as editor of the Davi-

son Index, was a reporter for the -

-Owosso Argus-Press — both in
mld-Mlch1gan ~ and has experi-

“ence in business, advertising and
‘ promotional work

She has earned award?frmn—t}re—f)’—nﬁﬂ'g—
" the Michigan Press Association

and the Suburban Newspaper
Association for her reporting;
most recently, she shared an
SNA award for a team project

~and special section about the
-Rouge River.

Hans earned a bachelor's
degree in English from Western

~ Michigan University and a mas- -
_ter's degree in journalism from

Michigan State University. -

~ She lives in Livingston County -
with her husband, Larry Craw- =
- ford, an attorney, and their two\

cats; C J. and Prmcess

Hans is based in the Observer

Livonia office and can be reached .-
“at (313) 953-2119. Informatlon‘"

may be faxed to the paper at

?(313) 591 7279

Don’t Iet your Ne Year S

resolutlon 9o up in

smoke!

computer technology

STAFF PHOTO BY.Tox HAWLEY

ton Townshlp, is planmng a sec-

ond meeting with Wayne-West-

- land officials to hear their pitch

for state approval to seek a
renewal of the 3- nnll tax that
expires June 30.

Under Proposal A - a 1994
voter-approved tax- slashmg plan

that limits tax-hike requests -

the Wayne-Westland board has
no power to ask voters to renew

She said an electlon could be
scheduled next winter. )

“The physmal condltlon of our
buildings is very poor,” Brown
said. “We knon we have to look

‘at a bond issue.”

School board members have e
given Superintendent Duane
Moore and his administration -
the go-ahead to explore legal .

Bennett and school officials
held local talks prior to the hokhi-

days, and a sécond meeting is-

scheduled Wednesday in Lans-

“ing, Brand said.

School officials are well aware
that they face an uphlll battle in
their quest to seek a tax renew-
al. L

in the wake of Proposal A, Brand

-said, and officials fear a return -

to deficit spending,
“We're trying to stay away

{from cutting transportation and

”

going back to pay- to play,
Brown said.
Aside from the talks thh Ben-

nett, Brown has begun’ sending -
E- mall to state legislators to.

raise their awareness of Wayne-

Westland’s problems,
- Meanwhile, Browh said school _

leaders in 1997 need to prepare
to ask voters to approve a bond

“issue — amount unknown — for

building repairs and classroom

..

Wayne-Westland 8 revenues‘
_plunged about $10 million a year

issues ne;tammg_to 'L—bond— o

- issue, she said.

Some questions still loom
such as whether the board would
seek one bond issue or propose
separate ballot questions for
building improvements and-
classroom technology.

“We're behind the times thh

“technology,” Brown said. “We are

sitting right now. in some ele-
mentary schools with one com-

‘puter that can get on the Inter-

net. And some schools have 400" -

or 500 students

When ofﬁcnals closein on ap -
election date, Brown said a com-:

‘mittee will be formed to dec1de
- issues such as whether to pro- |
- pose one or two ballot questions. -

Moreover, each school would o
be told what improvements to

_expect if voters approve the mea- :
. sures. o

‘”The parents wtll know ekactly
what’s gomg to come into their
schools,” Brown said. “It will be
up to each building to buy into it.
And the money can’t be spent on

, anythmg e]se
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