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AHEAD 
Open house: An open 
house with refreshments 
begins at noon today in 
the lobby of the William P. 
Faust Public Library in 
Westland. The event 
marks the library's first 
anniversary. 

MONDAY 

Council meets: Westland 
City Council meets at 7 
p.m. in council chambers 
at City Hall, Ford Road 
west of Wayne Road. 

TUESDAY 

Informative breakfast: 
"Are You Really Listening: 
Really Powerfully Listen­
ing?" is the topic of the 
Westland Chamber of 
Commerce Wake-up West-
land breakfast from 8-
9:30 a.m., at Joy Manor, 
28999 Joy Road, in West-
land. RSVP at (313) 326-
7222. 

WEDNESDAY 

Thanks: With Thanksgiv­
ing quickly approaching, 
we want to know what 
our Observer readers are 
thankful for this holiday 
season. In 25 words or 
less, please share your 
thoughts with us and 
send them to our office by 
5 p.m. Nov. 19. Fax to 
(313) 591-7279. Mail to 
36251 Schoolcraft Livo­
nia MI 48150. E-mail to 
newsroom@oeonline. com 

THURSDAY 

LlghtFest: The Wayne 
County LlghtFest begins 
tonight and runs every 
night (except Christmas) 
7-10 p. m. through New 
Year's Day, on Hines 
Drive, between Merriman 
and Warren roads, in 
Westland. Donation is $5 
per car. 
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0 I Is awarded $14 million 
Wayne-Westland Community Schools district 
has been awarded $14 million, the largest 
allocation among non-plaintiff suburban 
Detroit school districts in a special education 
lawsuit settlement. 

BY RICHARD PEARL 
8TAFP WRITER 

Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools district has been awarded the 
largest allocation among non-plaintiff 
suburban Detroit school districts in the 
Durant special education lawsuit set­
tlement. 

But it won't begin to see any of the 

money until next spring at the earliest. 
The settlement comes after a Michi­

gan Supreme Court ruling this summer 
that the state had shorted 84 mostly 
suburban school districts on aid for 
special education and other items. 

Under terms of the $1 billion final 
settlement in the long-running lawsuit, 
which the state Senate approved 34-0 

following negotiations with the House 
of Representatives, Wayne-Westland 
will get $14,003,645. 

'It is the largest amount among, any 
of the 36 non-plaintiff suburban school 
distr icts in Wayne, Oakland and 
Macomb counties. The city of Detroit, 
also a non-plaintiff district, was award­
ed $118,608,866. 

Among the plaintiff districts - the 
original 84 that filed the suit against 
the state 17 years ago - the Pontiac 
district in Oakland County was award­
ed the largest share, $12,861,378. 

The Livonia district, also a plaintiff, 
got the second largest share, 

$10,207,936. : 
The Wayne-Westland district is; 

among the largest special-education 
districts in the state, with about 800 of 
15,000 students in special ed, according 
to Charlotte Sherman, the district's 
assistant superintendent of general 
administration. 

Waiting for money 
The earliest Wayne-Westland and 

the other districts will begin to see any 
of the money is May 15, depending or* 
how each district chooses to take p&y-* 

j 

Please see SCHOOLS, A* 

fests brighten holidays 

Domino's Farms::Drive-
through lights and tun­
nels are all part'ofthis 
year's holiday display. 

Zoo Lights: A swan and stork are just one of 
more than 50 exhibits on display at the Detroit 
Zoological Society's "Wild Lights" which opens 
Friday. 

More lights to see 
If you're looking for more lights this holiday season, here 

are a few more places to visit. 
• The Ypsilanti Area Visitors and Convention Bureau is 

geared up for its 12th annual Festival of Lights at Riverside 
Park. 

"We have thousands of lights stringing through the trees, 
to go along with light displays along the Huron River," said 
spokeswoman Virginia Kingsley. "It's a half-mile stretch 
along the Huron River that visitors can view by both walking 
or driving." 

The lights will be on 6-10 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sun­
day nights the first three weekends in December. They also 
will be on display Christmas Eve and Christmas until 10 

Please see MORE, A5 

BY TONY BRUSCATO 
STAFF WRITER 

Among the first real signs of the holidays are 
lights, and area residents will have millions to 
view as fejstive light displays along Hines Drive, 

at the Detroit Zoo 
and at Domino's 
Farms in Ann 
Arbor are ready to 
i l luminate the 
O b s e r v e r l a n d 
skies for the next 
six weeks. 

Billed as the 
country's largest 
d r i v e - t h r o u g h 
light show, Wayne 
County's Light­
Fest runs Thurs­
day, Nov. 20, 
through Thursday, Jan. 1, along Hines Drive, 
between Merriman and Warren roads; 

"We have overhead bridge displays, deer leaping 
across your car, and a four-story poinse^tia wreath 
with candles," said Kathy Lewand, Wayhe County 

-^a rks department executive^-"' ^ -f^"*-
For $5 per car, Lewand promises you'll enjoy a 

mix of new and old displays, featuring more than 
800,000 lights. 

"We have more than 35 displays," added Lewand. 
"This year we have two new wetlands-themed 

exhibits, in conjunction with the newly opened Crosswinds Marsh in Sumpter 
Township. Look for the giant heron and animated frogs leaping from lily pad to 
lily pad." 

The new displays cost $8,000, and are handmade by companies in South Caroli­
na and California, just like the others. 

Lewand says much of the money for new displays is donated by Friends of 

" Please see LIGHTS, A5 

PHOTO BY JERSV MENDOZA 

LlghtFest: The Wayne County Parks drive-through light show 
along Hines Drive features more than 35 displays. 

EPA soil sampling turns up no problems 
BY RICHARD PEARL 
STAFF WRITER 

The long-awaited results of the feder­
al Environmental Protection Agency's 
tests of soil samples within a mile 
radius of the central Wayne County 
incinerator in Inkster turned up no 
general contamination problem. 

While there were "some differences" 
in levels of lead in the various soil sam­
ples, the EPA said that most of the 
results were in the normal range. 

They attributed the few high levels of 
lead that wore found more to vehicle 

INCINERATOR 

emissions and lead from old paint than 
to incinerator emissions. 

Mercury levels were "low or fairly 
normal for urban areas ," the EPA 
report said. 

The test was of samples taken from 
29 sites within a mile radius of the 
incinerator , the sites having been 
picked with input from residents. Sites 
were at a park, schools and churches as 

well as the back yard of one house, in 
response to that owner's request. 

The "data was extensively quality-
assured," said Paul Reusch of the EPA 
Region 5 office in Chicago, which con­
ducted the testing. 

However, the report failed to sway 
some in the audience of about 30 area 
res idents Thursday night at the 
Inkster Recreation Center on Middle-
belt. 

One man, whose house is near Stan­
ford and John Daly northeast of the 

incinerator - generally considered to be 
downwind - said his property value 
dropped from $95,000 to $30,000 ancj 
said "the whole area is a toxic waste.' 

"I don't believe in your records," he 
said. 

Another Inkster resident, Fannie 
Hicklen, said "There should be more; 
protection and more up-to-date guide* 
lines in the rules and regulations" con* 
cerning environmental pollution. 

"There should be yearly checks -i 
• > 

Please see SOIL, A4 

Library marks anniversary 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
8TAFF WRITBR 

Westland's public library is celebrating its first 
anniversary boasting the second-highest circulation 
in a 56-facility network. 

What's more, Westland's $12 million facility is clos­
ing the gap on Livonia's top-ranked Civic Center 
Library. 

"We're really catching up," Westland library Direc­
tor Sandra Wilson said. "Every month we keep creep­
ing up and getting closer." 

A two-month circulation comparison supports Wil­
son's claim. 

In August, .Weatland'a library.had a 32.621 circula-
tion compared to Livonia's 36,483. That marked a 
3,962 difference. 

In September, the gap narrowed to 2,490. 
"Our circulation is way above projections," Wilson 

said. 
That comes as little surprise considering that the 

33,450-square-foot library - located on Central City 
Parkway south of Warren - ended its first year on 
Nov. 4 with a door count of 260,037 patrons. 

Library officials had projected 170,000 first-year 
patrons - far less than the number of visitors who 
actually came. 

Repeat visitors 
To be sure, many of the 260,037 people who passed 

through library doors are repeat patrons, but officials 

X 
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Frequent visitor: Henry Morozow of West* I 
land looks through the books. He said he :' 
conies twice a week.— —4J 

Please sec LIBRARY, A2 
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Reading and research:. 
Above, Jeannie Castillo, a 
senior at Ladywood High 

School and from West-
land, does research at the 

library for her sociology 
class. At right, Denise 

Christensen of New 
Zealand, who's visiting' 
friends in Westland for 

the past six months, 
enjoys the library three to 
four times a week reading 

a novel. 
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Receive a FREE photo session in 
November by bringing in a new 

toy. ($10.00 value or more.) 
Precious Memories will donate 

the toys to "toys-For-Tots". 
Christmas Photo Deadline 

Dec. 4th 
Precious Memories 

Studio, Inc. 
7309 N. LHley Rd. - Canton 

(313) 416-1414 

READER SERVICE LINES 

Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
B Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to 

the editor or make general comments to any member of our news 
staff through E-Mail via the Internet at the following address: 
newsroom@oeonline.com. 

Hotneline: 313-953-2020 
U Open houses and new developments in your area. 
• Free real estate seminar information. 
• Current mortgage rates. 

Classified After Hours: 313-591-0900 
• Place classified ads at your convenience. 

Circulation Department: 313-591 -0500 
• If you have a question about home dehvery*or if you did not 

receive your paper, please call one of our customer service repre­
sentatives during the following hours: -

Sunday: 8 a.m - Noon 
Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday: 
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Fax Line: 313-953-2288 
m You can use a MasterCard or Visa 

to access the following information 
from our classified ads. This service 
is available by noon Wednesday and 
Saturday: 
Item No. 9822: 
Vehicles: used trucks, vans and all 
makes of automobiles. Cost: $39.95 

O&E On-line: 313-591-0903 
U You can access Oh-Line with just 

about any communications software 
- PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can: 
• Send and receive unlimited e-mail 
• Access all features of the Internet—Telnet, Gopher, WWW and more. 
• Read electronic editions of the the Observer & Eccentric newspapers, 

, •' Chat with users across town or across the country. 
• To begin your On-Line exploration, call 313*591-0903 with your 

computer modem. At the login prompt, type: new. At the password 
prompt, press your enter key. At the key prompt, type: 9508. 

On-Line Hotline: 313-953*2266 
• If you need help, call the On-Llrie Hotline at the number above. 

Photo Reprints: 313-591-0500 
• Order reprints of pictures that have been taken by our staffpho-

tographers: / 
• Provide the publication date, pa$t number, and description of the 

picture, which must have been published within the past 6 months. 
• S20 forthe first print, $750for each additional printpaid inadvance 

(check or credit card). ; • r 
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All in the 
family: Hay 
and Hazel 
Baker of 
Westland 
take their 
great-
grandson 
Kyle Slud-
er, age 3 of 
Westland, 
to the 
library 
every Mon­
day. 

Library 
STATT PHOTOS BT TOM HATUT 

from page Al 

view that aa a sign of community 
acceptance. 

"We've been much busier than 
we anticipated," Wilson said. 

And why not? 
Consider the 122,830 collection 

items that library administrative 
assis tant Joseph Burchill III 
said are available to patrons. 

Broken down, the library has: 
• 115,016 books, marking a 

sharp increase over the 55,000 
books that stocked shelves one 
year ago. 

• 4,121 books on tape, includ­
ing 3,823 for adults and 298 for 
children. 

• 414 audio cassettes: 106 for 
adults and 308 for children. 

• 212 compact discs, including 
111 for adults and 101 for young­
sters. 

• 3,020 educational videos, 
specifically 1,551 for adults and 
1,469 for children. 

• 47 children's "kits" that typi­
cally include casset tes and 
books. 

In one year, the library has 
issued 17,129 user cards, but not 
everyone comes in for books, 
videos or audio cassettes. 

Many patrons are using West-
land's library because it offers 
In ternet access and all the 
worldwide information tha t 
comes with it. 

Some 1,700 people have used 
library Internet services by log­
ging onto the facility's seven 
computers. Patrons want every­
thing from the la tes t stock 

Wilson Burchill 

reports to cook­
ing recipes to football scores, but 
many just want to use chat lines, 
Wilson said. 

The library also has had near­
ly 800 children's CD-ROM com­
puter users. 

"It surprises me how much, 
libraries have changed in the 
last few years," Wilson said. 
Technology has taken over." 

Library officials are quick to 
note that they want to maintain 
a dynamic facility and services. 
Wilson said as many as 8,000 
new book titles will be added 
each year, replacing books that 
may become outdated. 

Patrons don't want to read 
five-year-old books on medical 
advances, for example, because 
new information surfaces so fre­
quently, Wilson said. 

"Most people don't even want 
popular fiction from five years 
ago," she said. "And we're lucky 
if a book about computers lasts 
one year." 

Library anniversary activities 
Scheduled activities for this 

week at the library: 
• Today, beginning at noon, 

an open house with refresh­
ments in the lobby. 

• At 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
17, Critter Capers, a puppet 
show performed by Pippin 
Puppets, community meeting 
room. 

• At 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
18, Book Discussion Group 
discusses "The Cuckoo's Egg" 
by Clifford Stoll in community 
meeting room A. 

• At 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, Toddler 
Tales Storytime for children 

18-36 months, in community 
meeting room A. Also from 10 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Just For 
Me Storytime for children 
ages 3-5 years, in the chil­
dren's activity room. 

• At 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 19, an Introduction to 
the Internet Class will be held 
Pre-registration is required at 
the Reception Desk or call 
(313)326-6123. 

I At 2 p.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 22, The Wish Giver, a 
children's play performed by 
September Productions. 

• All week, National Chil­
dren's Book Week Challenge. 

SPOTLI6HTON 

Orthodontics 
ktfjQ&pkimft'mM.DM.D. 

THRUST INTO THE LIMELIGHT 
While te*th usually erupt until they meet 

the opposing teeth in the other jaw, sometimes 
teeth do not occlude (cane together) as they are 
supposed to. One common reason for 
malocclusion (bad bite) Ls that an object, such 
as the tongue, comes between teeth. One form 
of this problem involves the habit known as 
tongue thrusting, in which a person places his 
or her tongue between the teeth while 
swallowing. As a result of the tongue moving 
forcefully forward, the teeth in its path become 
displaced and remain apart during jaw closure. 
Other habits with similar causes and effects 
include thumb or finger suckin&pipe smoking, 
habitual tongue biting or sucking, and Other 
conditions. Once the ' orthodontist has 
determined which of these habits is 
responsible for keeping teeth apart and the 

habit is broken, orthodontic therapy can be 
undertaken to correct the condition. 

If you notice your child has any one of the 
habits weVe mentioned, it would be a good 
idea to have an evaluation by an orthodontist 
to determine if damage has already occurred, 
and to what extent In the meantime, some of 
these habits may be the result of some 
underlying tensions that need to be addressed 
before corrective work begins, otherwise the 
continued habit will likely result in the same 
malocclusions. If you do not have an 
orthodontist at this time and would tike to 
schedule a free intiial consultation, call 
THE ORTHODONTIC GRO JP at 442-8885. 
Our office is conveniently located at 19233 
Merriman. 

THE ORTHODONTIC GROUP 
19223 Merriman • Livonia • (248) 442-8885 

Patron donations 
Many pat rons have shown 

their appreciation of the library 
by donating old books that they 
no longer want. In the past year, 
the library has received 9,098 
donations. 

Of those, 6,209 went to the 
Friends of the Library, a volun­
teer group that uses money from 
used book sales to help buy 
items for a library wish list, Wil­
son said. Patrons can buy used 
books during any visit to the 
library. 

Library staffers also placed 
1,500 of the donated books on 
the shelves. 

"That's 1,500 items we didn't 
have to purchase," Wilson said. 

The remaining donated items 
had to be discarded because of 
their poor condition, she said. 

Burchill noted tha t the 
Friends of the Library group has 
raised $12,726 during the first 
year. The money came not only 
from book sales, but also from 
donations and the sale of items 
such as T-shirts and book bags 
at the library. 

Given the first-year success of 
Westland's library, officials say 

it's easy to see how it has pulled 
close to Livonia's Civic Center 
Library in monthly circulation. 

Already, the library has pulled 
ahead of libraries in Novi, Royal 
Oak, Wayne, Redford Township 
and Garden City, among many 
others. 

It should be noted, however, 
that Westland's circulation is 
below libraries in communities 
such as Canton Township, Farm-
ington and Plymouth - commu­
nities that aren't included in the 
same library network. 

A few critics still believe that 
Westland didn't need its own 
library. The city used to share a 
much-smaller facility with 
Wayne. The building was actual­
ly in Wayne, which also has its 
own library now. 

Library employees hope that 
their success statistics will speak 
for themselves. 

Moreover, they're planning 
new programs and services for 
the coming year. 

Details will be divulged later -
in the library's next chapter. 

If you have questions about the 
Westland library or the services 
it offers, please call 326-6123. 
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BOOKS and GIFTS 

Theology, 
•Istory, 
d Literature. 

Icons, Cards, 
Music, Metals, 

Silver Crosses. 
— _ . . Classics and 

Manm/nlque Gift Items 
ground the World. 

fHII 

no 
(the purchase OTJ50 or more) 

*5 0FF 
(the pwchaw of $25 or mora) 

Otters Exptro t-30-98 

29229 W. 6 Mile 
at Mfddlebelt In Livonia 

313-466-9722 
OpeoMon.-W«d.1(W 

-m*t?f&^Q4; Sat.10-5^ 
fififi 

Introducing . 

Woven Hearts, 
Alternative Living Services 

/%venHear t s is designed to help individuals 
with their daily needs . From housekeep ing 

p * to personal care, WovcnHearts is there. Staff is 
r avaibHc around the clock to provide assistance, 

whatever the need. Best of all, choosing WovcnHearts 
• doesn't mean a move away from lifelong friends and family, 

because WovcnHearts is located right here in WovcrtHearls. 

And for older adults seriously affected by memory impairments such as Alzheimer's disease 
we offer WovcnHearts Memory Care rght next door. 

For More Information, 
Please Call (313) 729-4034 

32111 Cherry Hill Road • Westland, MI 48185 

Providing for a Lifetime of Needs 

Opening Soon - Now Taking Reservations! 

© 
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holiday 
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or less 

Super soft women's accessories in 

a variety of colors. 100% acrylic. 

Imported. One size. Hat, $28. 

Muffler, $32. Gloves, $15 

Fashion Accessories 

Cubic zirconia set in rhodium-plated 

ster l ing silver. In gi f t box. Flower 

earrings or f lower necklace. 

Made in the USA. Each, $40 

Fashion Jewelry 

Suede clogs are waterproof suede 

with washable fleecy Nylex l ining. 

Brown, black or camel. Imported. 

Whole sizes 6-10. $30 

Ms. J Shoes 

Lambskin dress gloves. Cashmere 

l ining. By Gates. Black, mushroom, 

navy, green or red. Imported. 

Sizes S-XL. $39 

Fashion Accessories 

Golf socks from Polo, g i f t -boxed. 

High-bulk acryl ic. Made in the USA. 

White and navy or white and black. 

Sizes 10-13. $19 

Men's Accessories 

Men's leather cal fskin gloves with 

thinsulate lining. From Gates. Imported. 

Black or brown. Sizes M, L, XL. $39 

Men's Accessor ies 

Supple, tanned cowhide leather 

accessories. The "Regatta" collection by 

Dopp. Trtfold or billfold. Made in the USA. 

Black or brown. $25 

Men's Accessor ies 

Silver-plated cuff l inks f rom J.J. Weston. 

Made in England and the USA. 

Time cuff links. $35. 

Hot/cold faucet. $37.50 

Men's Accessor ies 

Jacobson 
Birmingham Livonia Rochester 
(248) 644-6900 (313) 591 -7696 (248) 651 -6000 

BRffl hours • Mon-Sat 10-9 • Open Sunday at noon 

$ 3 5 c w ' i !>' '>•*'--> 
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