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TODAY 
Crime watch: A lorn man 
robbed Hungry Howie's 
Pizza in ifye 33700 area of 
Ford Rodi early Monday, 
escaping ivitk money tie 
demanfodfrom an 
employee, police saick/M 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Getting ready: It's coming* 
so they say, themillenni­
um bug is coming and if 
left unchecked, the things 
in-life we take for granted 
could disappear on Jan. 
1,2000, And with the 
clock ticking downward to 
th&start of the new mil­
lennium, businesses are 
taking the bug's threat 
seriously. / B l 

AT HOME 

Fully furnished: Pull up a 
chairs or a table, or a 
chest, or almost any other 
piece of furniture - and 
learn about more than 
style in a new exhibit at 
Henry Ford Museum.,/D8 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Theater; Local composers 
Mike Vigilant and (jerry 
Castle have set to meter 
the joy of marriage in 
their new musical, "The 
mddihgMng.yEl 

Books: JohnCovach,a 
Livonia Stevenson High 
SchoolgrQd; iscombining 
his scholarship with his 
love for rock and roll / E l 

REAL ESTATE 

Think about your desires: 
How to get rnprewhen 
you buy your next 
7iome./Fl 
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Fraud scheme 
A 35-year-old woman, who apparently had real 
estate credentials, is accused of personally 
taking money intended as a deposit on an 
Inkster house. She is also suspected in several 
similar incidents in Livonia. 
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A shady Westland real estate agent 
is accused of cheating a wpuld'be home 
buyer out of $2,500, but a happy end­
ing may await the victim. 

The female, suspect is accused of p̂ rV 
spnally taking money intended-a8 a 
deposit oh an Inkster house, Westland 
police Sjgt. Tom Harris said. .;'• 

The incident was reported last week 
by Real Estate One on Ford Road, 
where the suspect worked just 11/2. 

day8 earlier this year. 
The company not only reimbursed 

the victim but also is legitimately try­
ing to help her move into another 
house, a Real Estate Qne official said 
Tuesday. ,;'• -/' \ 

"I'm hoping she will wind up actually 
in a house, happy," Ellen M. Tickner, 
Real Estate One senior vice president 
and special counsel, said Tuesday. . 

The suspect, described by police as a 

35-year-old woman who apparently 
had real estate credentials, is also sus­
pected in several similar incidents in 
Livonia, Harris said, 

An investigation is continuing, and 
Harris said criminal warrants may be 
issued against the suspect, who is 
believed to be in another state. 

It wasn't known just how much 
money the suspect may have accumu­
lated by defrauding potential home 
buyers, but Harris said the woman 
apparently took money from four dif­
ferent people for the same house in 
Inkster, /-./ 

The suspect; apparently worked as a 
Real Estate One agent, during only one 

incident, police said, 
The suspect, .who may have UBed her 

real name while working at the West-
land office, is believed to be as far away 
as California, Harris said. 

She is accused of defrauding would-
be home buyers by. telling them to 
make personal checks payable to her, 
rather than the broker company, Har­
ris said. •.'. -•.'„•;'; .'.••'•'.. 

The casesprompied Harris and Tickh-
er to offer warnings and advice to peo­
ple seeking to buy a house/particularly 
first-time buyers like the woman 
involved in the Westland fraud case. 

Please see SCHEME, A2 

Snakes alive! 
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Animal*, animals: Tom Allard, 9 (left) of Westland and Sara Biirnosky,6 (right) of Hedford react to a Burmese python snake 
called'Julius Squeezer''at the Animal Planet Rescue live animal demonstration event at the Westland Shopping Center Satur­
day. For more on the event, plejase see Page A3. • V 

com 
expected in November 

An $8.8 million project to widen 
Newburgh Road from Ehtcrprise Drive 
to Palmer is expected to be mostly com* 
pleted by mid-November, a Westland 
official said. 

Workers are widening the one-mile 
stretch to five lanes and moving New­
burgh under a new CSX railroad over­
pass.,- :'.''.• 

The measures are expected to ease 
traffic problems and provido better 
access to expanding businesses along 
Newburgh; 

The bulk of the project is slated for 
completion by mid-November even 
though construction crews are now 
about five weeks behind schedule, pub­

lic services Director Richard Dittmar 
' s a i d . ' •• '";'' :., "'•- :'-.: ' : .'•-

^All of the concrete should be done 
by then," he said, adding that site 
restoration and other finishing touch­
es may be delayed until spring. 

Construction crews this week are 
expected to start working on new rail­
road tracks that will pass over New: 
burgh near Avohdale, Dittmar said. 

....- Tho entire Newburgh project will 
cost about $8.8 million - a tab that will 
be paid with local, state and federal 

•dollars, Dittmar said. He estimated the 
city's share between $3 million and $4 
million. 

Early on, city officials had expected 

Ntwburtfi construction 
Newburgh Road construction 
from Enterprise Drive to 
Palmer in Westland. Van Bc*n 

Clerkvote 
could he 
in 

the widening project would include 
only a stretchof Newburgh from Enter­
prise to Avohdale. ' . 

But state legislators in Fobruary 
announced that a new grant was 
approved to extend the widening pro-

~ ~ ~ Please see NEWBURGH, A2 

A new Westland city clerk could be 
hired as early as.mid-August,.as coun­
cil members try to fill the job from a 
slateof three finalists. 

Council members are separately 
mulling their possible choices following 
interviews last week with three candi­
dates: 

• Pat Gibbons, acting Westland 
clerk. She has been a city employee 
since August 1977, and has served as 

~~"~ ~~ Please sec CLERK, A2 

Picnic luncheon 
The Westland Chamber of Commerce will hold a 

picnic luncheon at noon Tuesday, Aug. 4, at the 
Lions Pavilion in Central City Park. The picnic will 
bo catered by Val's Catering. i 

Those people who RSVP are automatically entored. 
into a monthly drawing for $100 sponsored by John 
.Toye of Rcmerica Family. 

Everyone who turns in a luncheon survey is 
entered inte a drawing for a free lunch. Lunch is $13 
and reservations can be made by calling (734) 326-
7222. • :..• • - / - - - - - - ^ - -..-...,.../. 
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PUGES&FACES 
Bowling After Hours 

The Westland Bowl will host a Bowling After 
Hours event at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 14, for cham­
ber members and their adult guests. 

Tho event will Tea thro contests and a chance to 
network. Dinner, bowling and door pri7.es are 
included in the cost of $8 a person and $16 a couple. 
Call (734) 326-7222 for reservations. 

s g d a g - n — i . I „ , •„ ., . t . . f . . . , . . - . ' H > ~ — ' — 

Basic training 
Navy Fireman Mark F. Dziuhan, son of Francis 

and Linda Dziuhan of Canton, recently completed 
U.S. Navy basic training at Recruit Training Com­
mand, Great Lakes, 111. 

During the eight week program, Dziuhan complet­
ed a variety of training which included classroom 
study and practical instruction on naval customs, 
first aid, fire fighting, water safety and survival, 
and shipboard and aircraft safety.- An emphasis is 
also placed on physical fitness. 

Dziuhan is a 1096 graduate of John Glenn High 
-School Westland. 

http://observer-eccentric.com
http://pri7.es
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On target Clerk from 

Saturday's second annual 
"Shoot for our Youth" 3-D 
Archery Shoot racked in.$14,O0O 
and brought in participants 
from all around including West* 
land., . ;'•.' 

The event, held at Capitol 

Park in Redford, was a fund­
raiser For sportsman Ted 
Nugent's Kamp for Kids.South-

"east Michigan Indians Inc., and 
Drug Abuse Resistance Educa­
tion (DARE)). ; ' . 

About $9,000 of the money 

raised will go to benefit those 
groups. 

The event was hosted by the 
United Sportsmen of America, 
The Sports Authority and Tim­
ber Wolf Tavern, 26641 Ply­
mouth Road. 

Taking aim: At left, --
NigelBusby,12fof 
Westland aims at the 3-
D targets at the second 
annual Bedford "Shoot 
for out Youth" archery 
fund-raiser last Satur­
day at Capitol Parkin 
Redford. Above, Bruce 
Hooker, 11, of Westland 
and his father Rick 
score their hits on the 
Turkey dt the 3-D 
archery shoot. 

from page Al 

deputy clerk since 1992, 
* Christine HnatiW,.Grand 

Xedge clerk. She has held her 
current job since May 1993, and 
has 10 years of local government 
experience, 

• Linda Langmesser, Ply: 
mouth clerk. She has worked in 
her current post since 1989 and 
used to be a lower-level office 
clerit in Westland in 1978-81. 
; Westlarid City Council menv 

bers, charged with hiring a suc­
cessor to City Clerk Diane 'FriU, 
met with all three "finalists last 
w e e k , - • ; . - • ; . • ' • ' • ' • : . ; • ' " • • . ' 

"l think we all have our 
favorites who impressed us the 
most," Gouncilwomah Sharon 
Scott said. ul think from these 
three people we can get one good 
candidate^ i' ' 

"Each one had something to 
offer," she said. "Hopefully we 
can come to a consensus and not 
turn this into anything political." 

Council members will resume 
discussions about a new clerk 
during an Aug. 10 study session, 
and they say two scenarios are 
possible as the search continues; , 

• The council niay reach a 
consensus on a hew city clerk. 

• Outside city clerks may be • 
called in to interview the three 
finalists on technical issues, as 
council members watch, 

"We have three on-paper quali­
fied candidates," Councilman 
Richard LeBlanc said; adding 
that all three finalists have 
"diverse" backgrounds and expe-! 
riences. ';'.. 

"I just hope we don't go out for 
another search," LeBlanc said, 
adding later^I'm in favor of get­
ting someone in that position 
permanently.*— 

Deputy Clerk Gibbons is serv­

ing as acting clerk, and Fritz has 
agreed to work as a city corisul-
tant to help her former office get 
through November elections. 

Fritz served as clerk for 20 
years before she retired June 30. 
She hw worked with five mayors 
and numerous council members. 

Some of her supporters, such 
as Scott and CouhcUwoman Jus­
tine Bams, have flaid Fritz will 
be difficult to replace. • 
. A three^member council sub­

committee narrowed a larger 
field of candidates to three final-
ista for last week's interviews. : 

"In my opinion .1 do not see a 
front-runner at this point," Scott 
said Tuesday. -

However, she did say the coun­
cil may discuss candidates Aug. 
10 and then be prepared to name 
a new clerk as early as Aug, 17. 

Regardless of the council's 
choice, LeBlanc said he will sug­
gest some changes for the clerk's 
post. He said he believes the 
clerk should be subject toperfor-
niance: evaluations from all coun­
cil members - a process that 
Fritz didn't face. 
• Meanwhile,Aidne of the three 

finalists have indicated a strong 
knowledge of the city's Unilect 
voting system - a computerized 
system that lets voters use 
touch-sensitive screens to cast 
their ballots. 

"That is a real concern," 
LeBlanc said. 

Council members hope the 
new clerk will learn quickly as 
Fritz helps the city through the 
1998 election - the test she will 
oversee;'..'" 

Scott said she isn't worried 
about the new clerk learning the 
voting system. "I wouldn't think 
it would-be a problem," she said. 

je.ct south from Ayohdale to 
Palmer.'::''': 

State Rep. Eileen De.Hart, 
hailing the new grant, said "bet­
ter roads mean better economic 
times" for Newburgh businesses 
that Will be more accessible due 
tQ road improvements: 

Now, most area businesses 

just want to see the project fin­
ished. 

"Obviously everybody would 
like to see it finished," Red Spot 
Inc. general manager Harvey 
kightlinger said Tuesday. "We 
haven't seen a lot of actual work 
lately; but I keep/hearing they 
will finish on time. ' 
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Observer JSewsroom E-Mail ^ 
'>• Readers cart submit story suggestions; reactions to stories, letters to the editor 

or make general comments to any member of bur news staff through E-Mail 
via the Iniernet at the following address: 
newsroc>m©oconlirie.com. / 

Honleiine; 734-953-2020 
• Open houses and'.new developments in your area. 
>Free real estate seminar information. 
>Cufrent mortgage rates. 

Classified After Hours;734-591^0900 

>".Mace, classified adsat your convenience. . 

Circulation Department; 734*591-0500 
>\i you have a question about home delivery or if you did not receive your; 

:'" • paper, please call one of our customer service representatives during the 
. - following hours: •; 

.'-•.'•• Sunday: 8a.nv-Noon ' . 
:'•'•• Monday through Friday: 

;8:30a.m/-5:3Dp.m, - v 

O&EOn-Line: 734-591 -0903 
• You can access On-Line wilri just . 

about any communications software . ' . 
- PC or Macintosh. On-line users can: 

. • Send and receive unlimited e-mail. 
. • Access al.l features of the tnternct—Teinet, 

Gopher, VV\VW and more. 
• Read electronic editions of the the 
Observer & fecentric newspapers. 
• Chat wilh users across town or across the 
country. 

>• To begin ynur On-line exploration, call 734-

591-OIK) J with your computer modem. At 
the login prompt, ty[»: new. At the 
password |irr>mpt, press your enter key. At 

• the key prompt, type; 9i08. 

Online Hotline: 734-953-2266 

> If ymi need help, call the On-line Hotline at the number above. 
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"All in all, we haven't been ter­
ribly bothered by the work done 
there," he said. "All in all, 
they're doing a pretty good job," 

When the project began last 
year, some site work caused 
flooding on wooded land owned 
by businesses such as Red Spot 
Inc., which manufactures plas­
tics vised by auto companies, 
Kightlinger said. 

"I would say initially we had 

some issues," he said, but added 
that problems were resolved. 

When the project is done, New­
burgh will have five lanes 
through most of Westland, 
except for a half-mile stretch 
from Palmer to Glenwood. 

City officials still don't have 
any word of possible funding to 
widen that portion of Newburgh. 

from page Al 

Circling soon onamericasf 

Iii September we will.be adding P^r^yT5f;. : 
to our pay-jper-view product line-up. 

Playboy TV will appear from 10PM to ̂ AM on channel 86. 
If you have ahy questions 

regarding parental lock-out options 
on your T.EIX converter box, please call 

1-800-848-CASX 
(l-80(WJ4S-2278) V 

jritech, 
01 « 3 Arwritcth Corp. 

"Thê  most important thing is 
-:to;'deal with a reputable real 
estate broker and a licensed real 
estate agent," Tickner said. But 
that's not enough. She advised 
following these tips: 

• Ask 'to Bee a "pocket card" 
showing which real estate firm 
an agent is licensed with. 

• Do not pay in cash. 

A \ h . A ' M r . •!»,.»• 

• Make checks payable to bro­
ker firms, not individual agents. 

• Watch for home buyer semi­
nars or do research at a library 
when buying a house. Real 
Estate One and other firms 
sponsor seminars periodically. 

• Learn about the paperwork 
that should be forthcoming, such 
as an agency disclosure form. 

Savings! Inside or Outside - Rain or Shine! 
Jewelry •Pottery • Glass 

. Wall Art* Garden Items and more 
827 Penniman Ave • Downtown Plymouth 

(734)455-5531 
m 

Hurry -n fc*t do 

Famous ̂  Footwear 
Brand Name Shoes For Less! 

SAVE ON STYLES F 
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Oh, rate: 
At far 
left, 
William 
Huffman 
(right) of 
Animal 
Rentals 
in Chica­
go placed 
a Norway 
Rat ori 
the head 
of 
Stephen 
Brown, 8 • 
ofYpsi-
lanti.At 
near left, 
Haley 
Wright, 4 
of Canton 
had her 
face 
painted 
as a tiger 
at the 
Animal 
Planet 
Rescue 
event. 

Visitors take walk 
on wild animal side 
They're wild about animals. 

More than 3,500 from 
around the Metro area 

visited the Animal Planet Res­
cue mobile at Westland Shop­
ping Center Saturday. 

The 80-foot rescue vehicle 
travels across the United 
States to aid animals during 
disaster situations. While not 
in use for disasters, the vehicle 
tours the c6uhtry, pr6nToting 
disaster preparedness and 
demonstrat ing rescue tech­
niques. 

People who toured the vehi­

cle Saturday watched live ani­
mal rescue demonstrations. 
There was also face painting,. 
snow cones and giveaways. 
Animal Planet Rescue also col­
lected more than 300 pounds of 
canned pet food Saturday. 

Sponsored by MediaOne, 
Animal Planet, AmeTican 
Humane Association and West-
land Shopping Center , the 
vehicle includes a mobile vet­
erinary clinic, rescue rafts, 
water tahks, and a portable 
corral for temporary care of 
livestock and horses, 

Put on a Tiger face: Amy Bielawski of Hair-Brained 
Productions from Georgia paints a tiger face on Jessi­
ca Dingier, 8 of California who was visiting Kylee 
Sprayberry, 5 of Westland (right). 

Good view: Jeff Lee of Canton holds his daughter 
Cassie June at the live animal demonstration. 
Behind them is the 80-foot long tractor-trailer. 

A lone suspect robbed Hungry 
Howie's Pizza in the 33700 area 
of Ford Road early Monday, 
escaping with, money he 
demanded from an employee, 
police said. No arrest has been 
made. 

The incident happened at 
12:03 a.m. when a man entered 
the business and implied he had 
a gun in his pants , a police 
report said. 

The suspect was described as a 
slim, 5-foot-10 white male who 
was about 20 years old. He had 
sandy blond hair and a mus­
tache and.was wearing a Mari­
lyn Manson rock T-shirt. 

The suspect fled on foot. The 
incident happened as a delivery 
driver was away on what turned 
out to be a bogus order for pizza, 
but police didn't immediately 
know if the two incidents, were 
related. 

CHECK FRAUD 
A Detroit man was arrested 

last Thursday amid allegations 
he tried to cash a fraudulent 
check at a Westland bank. The 
27-year-old man was arrested at 
an NBD branch in the 31300 
block of Cherry Hill after 
employees called police to inves­
tigate what turned out to be a 
fraudulent check drawn on the 
Detroit Newspaper Agency. 
NICOTINE AND BEER 

An owner of Z-mart conve­
nience store in the 32900 block 
of Warren told police that some­
one took 35 to 40 cartons of 
cigarettes during a break-in that 
occurred between 12:05 a.m. and 

gry s 
CRIME WATCH 

9:45 p.m. July 22. Also taken 
were 15 to 25 six packs of beer. 
The owner said someone pried 
open a door and entered the 
store. 
'FANNY PACK'STOLEN 

A 36-year-old Livonia woman 
told Westland police someone 
stole her "fanny pack" while she 
was parked in front of Aco hard­
ware store on Ann Arbor Trail 
about 7:30 p.m. July 18. The vic­
tim had left the fanny pack on 
the front seat of her truck. She 
reported it contained $9, various 
credit cards and other personal 
items such as a checkbook. 
APARTMENT BREAK-IN 

A woman reported that some­
one broke into her Heather 
Ridge apar tment on Heather 
Court between 9 p.m. July 18 
and 1 a.m. July 19 by forcing 
open a door. She told police that 
food from her refrigerator and 
cabinets had been placed in the 
sink with spices and condiments 
poured on it. 
SCHOOL ASSAULT 

A 13-year-old boy was assault­
ed and knocked unconscious dur­
ing an incident that occurred at 
10:46 a.m. July 21 at the alter­
native education Tinkham Cen­
ter at 450 S Venoy in Westland, 
a police report said; The boy had 
regained consciousness by the 
time police arrived, but he was 
taken to a local hospital for 
t rea tment . The incident was 

blamed on differences between 
two boys a t tending summer 
school classes at the Wayne-
Westland-district facility. Police 
arrested the boy's attacker and 
turned him over to juvenile 
authorities. 

CAR THEFTS 
Three vehicles were broken 

into late July 17 and early July 
18 outside of Daisy Dukes bar, 
450 S. Merrimari, police reports 
said. 

• A male employee reported 
his 1993 Dodge Dakota was bro­
ken into between 8:50 p.m. and 
2:20 a.m. Taken were a $320 CD 
changer, a $220 cassette player, 
a $350 amplifier, a $120 cellular 
phone and $40 in power cords. A 
window was smashed in, causing 
an estimated $200 in damages. 

• A female employee told 
police someone broke into her 
1993 Chevy Cavalier between 9 
p.m. and 2:20 a,m. tmd todk-̂ a 
$250 cassette player, causing 
$200 damage to a passenger win­
dow that was smashed. 

• A third victim visiting the 
bar told police someone broke 
into her 1998 Ford Ranger 
between 11:45 p.m. and 2:20 
a.m. and took a $25 cellular 
phone cord, compact discs total­
ing about $150, a $35 bottle of 
perfume and other items. She 
reported no damage. 

Teen gets probation in assault 
Wayne County Circuit Judge 

Timothy Kenny has sentenced 
Kyle Anders f ingstad, 18, of 
(.Inrden City-.to two years proba­
tion and restitution for his role 
in the Oct. 4 severe assault on 
two-Westland men in Hines 
Park. 

Four other Garden City 
teenagers' already have been 
sentenced to one-yenr jail tonus 
and five years probation. 

Tingstn'd had pleaded "no con­
test^ in early June to aggravated 
assaul t , reduced from an 
attempted murder charge. Four 

-tr thrr-t ' f^t^^^dp^d "no context" 
to rcduce<Vchnrges of assault 
with intent to'lto great bodrb" 
harm. 

• HINES PARK 
Kenny has ordered the five 

teens.to sphTthe cost of the vic­
tims' nicdicrtl care, The two men, 
20-year-old Robert Sumey and 
his 19-ycar-pld friend Kevin 
Baker, were beaten "with bonfire 
logs and beer bottles as they 
walked along a dark, wooded 
path loading from the park to a 
dead-end residential street near 
Warren and Inkstef at 3:3.0 a.m. 
Oct. 4. 

One of the men still suffers 
from occasional seizures due to 

•hMtVmjiHW«%-ft«or<UugJ:o-earli-
er police statements. 

Teens sentenced to one-year 
jail terms include David.Ryan 
Kozakowski and Brian Alan 
Wiatr, both 18, and James 
Thomas Domngalski Jr : and 
Christopher Totten, both 17. 

Authorities have said Kyle 
Tingstad and his younger broth­
er, Kent} 15, were allowed to 
plead "no contest" to lesser 
charges than the other defen­
dants after they agreed to give 
testimony about the assault. 

The status of Kent TingstadV 
case couldn't be confirmed 
through juvenile court. 

Police said the attack followed 
^m^eTrrtierTrr3pitttMl>«t4)ef^Mv-ft*-

now in progress 

Price melt-down continues! 
Refresh your wallet with cool savings 
on spring and summer merchandise! 

the two sides were attending a 
bonfire party in Hines Park. 

original prices 
on select merchandise 

no adjustments on prior purchases 

.Oirrnlngh.itvi » (2.48)644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591-7696 Rochester »(248) 651-6000 

SHOPPING HOURS • MON-SAT 10-¾ • OPEN SUN AT NOON 


