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COUNTY NEWS 

Spring ritual: More than 
20,000 marshmallows 
will be dropped Friday 
from a helicopter to the 
delight of children; who 
will scramble to collect 
these goodies during the 
14th AnnualGreat 
Marshmallow Drop./AS 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Somber scene: People are 
coming from far and near 
to Holy Transfiguration 
Orthodox Church in Livo­
nia to be anointed by the 
rose-scented oil, said to be 
myrrh, that has been 
streaming from an Icon of 
the Mother of God./Bl 

AT HOME 

Special space: Students 
found imaginative places 
for rugs in The Ohiordes 
Knot-American Society of 
Interior Designers Stu­
dent Creative Space Com­
petition. Their designs 
were displayed at The 
GhiordesiKnot showroom 
at the Michigan Design 
Center'in troy-/06 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Theater: Jessica Grove, 
Dorothy, is nearing the 
end of the yellow brick 
road in "The Wizard of 
Oz" now playing at the. 
Fox Theatre./El 

Music: Hanging out with 
members of the all-female 
pop quintet StunGun is 
kind of like joining a 
girls' club./El 

REAL ESTATE 

Playing fair; Everyone can 
get involved with fair 
housing/fly-
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work: Dave 
Beecher (left) 

-brings sal­
vageable 
items out of 
his River 
Bend Apart­
ment Mon­
day after­
noon after a 
fire had 
swept 
through the 
apartment 
building 
that he and 
his fiancee 
Carolyn 
Doherty 
lived in early 
Monday 
morning. He 
had no 
renters 
insurance. 
Helping 
Beecher 
bring items 
out is his 

' future broth­
er-in-law' 
Pat Doherty. 

— STAFF PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY 

Trash fire ignites apartments 
Westland and Garden City firefighters bat­
tled a blaze that erupted about 1:24 a.m. 
Monday at a River Bend Apartments build­
ing on Merriman, south of Warren, in Wes.t-
land. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.hoinecomm.net . 

. Robert St. Onge thought about his 
sleeping neighbors-when he realised 
that fire was racing through a^two-
storyWestland apartment building. 

St. Onge, 40, rushed to a hallway 
and banged on doors, kicking one in 
when no one answered. . 

"Bob was terrific," neighbor David 
Beecher said. "-.., . 

"I helped get people out.^St. Onge 
said Monday afternoon. "They're still 
thanking, me." * 

Westland and Garden City fire­
fighters battled a blaze that erupted 
about 1:24 a.m. Monday at a River 
Bend Apartments building on Merri­

man, 'south of Warren. Residents 
stood outside and watched many of 

'their possesions go up in flarues. 
Fire official-: j*atd; theykA«w of no 

serious iiijaries among theestiinated '• 
20 people who fled the 10-uhit build­
ing. One resident' suffered minor 
injuries. 

"It was a nightmare," second-story 
resident Lee Caudill said. He was 
rescued from his balcony by a fire 
truck ladder. 

Patrick Harder, Westland assistant 
fire chief/fire marshal, said the fire 
started inside a plastic planter being 
used as a trash can on a second-floor 
balcony. 

Residents had twice doused the fire. 

Please see FIRE, A4 

Fire damage: Units of River Bend Apartments in Westland were 
damaged by fire early Monday morning. The fire marshal says 
the fire started on this balcony. 

Residents sift through damaged belongings 
B Y DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oethomecomm.net 

After fire ravaged their Westland 
apar tment ear.ly Monday, David 
Beecher and fiancee Carolyn Doherty 
faced a weary task of sifting through 
belongings charred by flames, soaked 
by water and covered by soot. 
- "We hat! a lot of our wedding con­

tracts in the apartment - contracts 
for the priest, t.he reception hall, our 
cake and the D J," Beecher said. 

"We're hoping tlvat we still have 
them," he said. "All of our stuff is just 
wet and in bags and boxes." 

Monday afternoon, Beecher and his 
brother-in-law to be, P a t Doherty, 
carried load after load of da*maged 
belongings from a" fire-gutted, second-
story residen'ce inside a River Bend 
Apartments building on Merriman 
south of Warren. 

Beecher placed pictures alongside 
"other possessions that l i t tered a 
grassy courtyard bathed in sunlight. 

"I pulled some pictures off of the 
refrigerator and put them out in the 
sun to dry," he said. "I'm still looking 
for my discharge papers from the ' 
Navy." 

Beecher hoped to salvage a more 
than 100-year-old trunk that his 
fiancee's grandmother brought to 
America from Poland. He also carried 
out wooden-4ables-and-sheivesthat-h*« 
made himself. 

"They're soaking wet, they have 
soolon them and they're charred," he 

said. "We had one coat closet and 
some camping gear that didn't seem 
to be touched, but everything else is 
pretty much damaged." 

Beecher,, 30, and Doherty, 29, had 
gone to bed when fire erupted inside 
an adjacent residence, eventually 
damaging all 10 apartments in the 
building; Patrick Harder, "Westland 
assistant fire chief/fire marshal, said 
flames started on a balcony inside a 
plastic planter used as a trash can. 

Please see RESIDENTS, A4 

City seeks state money for parks improvements 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomm.net 

Three Westland parks will receive 
major facelifts if city leaders can con­
vince state officials to help pay for the 
projects. 

City officials want to spruce up Mer­
riman, Corrado and Central City parks 
with $146^000 in improvements. 

Officials are seeking state grants to 
cover the bulk of costs for basketball 

courts, picnic'sheUers, in-line hockey 
rinks, decorative landscaping and other 
projects. 

State dollars would pay for 75 per­
cent of costs, but Parks and Recreation 
Director Robert Kosowski said the city 
may face a several-month wait for a 
decision on the grants. 

"We'll keep our fingers crossed," he 
recently told Westland City Council 
members. "Hopefully the state will 
grant us a couple of these." 

The proposals appear>in a long-range 
plan for Westland parks, and officials 
such'as Councilman Glenn Anderson 
have voiced strong support for boosting 
recreation services by focusing on 
neighborhood parks. 

Merriman Park, a one-acre park at 
Merriman and Alcona in the city's Nor-
waync subdivision, would receive a 
full-size basketball court, a parking 
area and a picnic spot with a shelter, 
two grills and four tables. 

Estimated cost: $34,000. 
"There's nothing out there right now 

except a backstop for baseball,," 
Kosowski said. 

Officials hope to draw more families 
to Merriman. Park if they are able to 
make the improvements. 

"The number of people sewed will 
dramatically increase with the pro-, 
posed plan," according to a report from 
Kosowski. * - *> 

" ^ Please see PARKS, A2 

Pay raises to determine rainy day fund size 
BY MARIE CHESTNEY 
STAFF WRITER 
mchegtrtey0oe.homecomm.net 

' • " . • » ' . • 

After showcasing piece by piece thejast few weeks 
all the new programs in its 1999-2000 budget, just 
one question remains for Livonia Public Schools. 

But as questions go, it's a big one, because tlje 
answer determines how much money the district will 
have left over in its rainy day fund when the 2000 
school year ends. ; 

Still to be factored into the district's $142 million 
budget, with its estimated^$24,4 million rainy day 

LIVONIA SCHOOLS 

fund at the end of the school year In 2000, are the 
pay raises yet to be negotiated with all 2,100 employ­
ees of the district. ' 

Six employee contracts expire Juno 30, 1999. The 
seventh, the 1,156-member teachers'union, the Livo­
nia Education Association, expires Aug. 15,1999. 

So far, only one meeting with one union, the. teach­
ers' union, has taken place, said Edward Navoy, 
director of personnel. 

All pay increases bargained with the seven unions 
are sure,to eat away at the $24.4 million the district 
projects it will have left in its bank nccoimt in June 
2000. 

Right now, times are financially good for Livonia 
schools, Randy Lie pa, assistant superintendent for. 
business, told the Livonia Board of Education Moti-. 
day a8 he unveiled the district's nrcliminarv 1999-
2000 budget. 

For its new instrumental music and £x,>anded 
physical education programs alone, the district next 

Please sec RAISES, AS 
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W«s.tern Wayne Narcotics 
Enforcement Team officers 
recently participated in raids on 
eight Detroit homes. - part of a 
suspected cocaine distribution 
network, 

: The search warrants executed 
on' the homes Vere the culmina­
tion of a 10-month investigation 
by the narcotics unit, said Michi­
gan State Police Lt. Edward 
Gerds, who h e a d s - t h e unit 
staffed by troopers and officers 
assigned by local departments, 
including Garden City. 

Three of the homes - located 
on the same block on Detroit's, 
west side - had to be raided 
simultaneously, he said. About 
80 officers participated in the 
raids, including the Western 
Wayne County Special Opera­
tions Team, the Detroit Police 
Department Special Response 
Team and the state police Spe­
cial Response. Team based in 
Livonia. 

"We had intelligence and per­
sonal knowledge that these were 
large Scale cocaine dealers," said 
Gerds. They had guns on their 
persons and lookouts. The hous­
es were all reinforced. They were 
very organized." 

Detroit police officers had to 
enter one of the houses through 
the picture window, Gerds noted, 
since the door had been so heavi­
ly reinforced. 

During the raid on the first 
three houses, Gexds said the 
Western Wayne Narcotics offi­
cers closed off the street. 

They shut down an entire city 
block to stop drive-by shootings," 
he said. They also provided out­
side security for the houses. You 
run into retaliation shots being 
fired." 

Five more houses were raided 
on the east side of Detroit with 
Western Wayne. Narcotics offi* 
cers entering and securing one 
home. 

The major players were taken 
down in the first round. We did­
n't expect the same level of 
threat in the second round," said 
Gerds, "All our information was 
that the first three houses con­
tained the major players." 

Four Detroit men have been 

POLICE 

bound bver for trial on charges of 
conspiracy to deliver/manufac­
ture cocaine in varying quantii 
ties. Depending on the amount/ 
the defendants could face prison 
sentences of 10 years, 20 years 
or life. 

Along with unspecified 
amounts of cocaine* officers con­
fiscated abont $25,000 in cash 
and item_s_valued a t about 
$60,000 that were believed to 
have been purchased with drug 
sale proceeds. 

- "We bought a lot of drugs from 
them (the suspects) but we didn't 
confiscate a lot on the search 
warrants , " said Gerds. "We 
believe they were using the drug 
proceeds.as their livelihood - for 
homes and vehicles." 

Western Wayne Narcotics offi­
cers began the investigation 
locally, Gerds said, but the infor* 
mation gathered led to the sus­
pects based in Detroit. 

"When we have a supplier in 
Garden City or Westland, we 
backtrack and go after the their 
supplier," said Gerds. "It hap­
pens that most bf the drugs come 
from major metropolitan areas. 
Drugs come to Detroit from the 
East Coast,or the Southwest. At 
that level, we turn it over to the 
feds - like the Drug Enforcement 
Administration." 

Normally the unit executes 
thei r own search war ran t s , 
Gerds said, but this could have 
been a particularly dangerous 
situation; 

"Unless you have been 
involved in this kind of work, 
you can't appreciate the security 
these teams offer," he said. "It's 
a real sense of security to be able 
to call out the expects such as 
these special response teams." 

Run by the Northville Town­
ship Police Depar tmeht j the 
Western Wayne County Special 
Operation Team also has officers 
from Plymouth, Plymouth Town­
ship, Canton Township, Van 
Buren Township and Wayne. 

T h e raids were executed with­
out incident. All the bad guys 
went.to jail ahd-the good guys 
went home,*" Gerds said. 
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Foundation ball 
from page Al 

Pipes and drums: The Celtic Pipes and Drums of Birmingham performed such 
classic songs as "Scotland ihe Brave" and "Amazing Grace" Friday evening at 
the WestlandCommunity Foundation Spring Ball. 

At the balUJ^ow left, 
David James, Diane 
Mathews, Patty 
Sheke.ll, Glenn Shaw 
Jr., Laura Kuhn and 
Dennis LeMaitre at the, 
spring ball which 
helps raise money for 
the Westland Commu­
nity Foundations pro­
jects. The event uJas 
held at the Hellenic 
Cultural Center in 
Westland Friday 
evening. 

Officials say as many as 3,000 
people within a one-mile radius 
of Merriman Park cpuld be 
served if the,improvements are 
made. . 

Plans for Corrado Park, a 1Q.5-
acre park at Gladys and Flamin-

' go, call for adding an in-line 
hockey rirtk and skating path­
ways, and modifying the ball 
diamond and soccer field. The 
price.tagis £49,000. 

"The current trends indicate a 
strong rate of participation with 
in-line hockeyi" Kosowski said. 

Some residents who live near 
Corrado Park complained to city 
officials last year that the j>ark 
appeared Jo be ignored. Some 
also voiced concerns that trou­
ble-makers seemed to be fre­
quenting the area. 

The city's plan calls for. spruc­
ing up the park and, simultane­
ously, making it a safer place for 
"as many as 5,000 people who live 
within a one-mile radius. 

"Corrado Park is highly uti­
lized by the community," 
Kosowski said in his report. "The 
park has a wide variety of 
amenities such as a walking 
path, tennis courts, horseshoe 
area, pavilions and recently the 
addition of a new play struc­
ture." 

Corrado Park also has strong 
community support. 

Last year, when the city sched­
uled public hearings on parks 
improvements, Corrado resi­
dents outnumbered citizens who 
had concerns about.the city's 
other'16* parks. 

City officials also have placed 
Central City Park en their 1999 
list of hoped-for improvements, 
including an added pavilion, an 
in-line"hockey rink and a resur­
faced tennis courjt. 

."Our department is very excit­
ed about this proposal becausejt 

. follows the family theme that we 
have set up in this area of the 
park," Kosowski said in his sum­
mary of improvements. 

The Central City Park plan" 
also calls for the addition of a 
gazebo and new landscaping. 
Total cost: $63,000. 

Central City Park - the city's 
largest and most-used park -
serves an estimated 15,000 peo­
ple within a one-mile radius. The 
park includes 100 acres and is 
on the west side of Carlson,, 

"•south of Ford Road.'..' 
"The weekend usage of this 

park is phenomenal," Kosowski 
noted, "and by offering even 
more amenities, our growth will 
Continue." 

Still, it may be late summer 
before city officials learn 
whether s tate officials will 
loosen their park purse strings 
enough to help pay for improve­
ments at Merriman, Corrado and 
Central City parks. 

"We probably will not do them 
unless we get the grants ," 
Kosowski said, although he did­
n't rule but all improvements. 

City officials also will discuss 
possible parks projects during 
spring budget sessions. 
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Cooper students get science awareness on 
Students from Livonia's 

Cooper at Whittier Elementary 
School in Westland had science 
on the brain, literally, as they 
celebrated Brain Awareness 
Week-1999, 

Celebration of the week was 
begun four years ago to create 
and increase interest in brain 
and nervous system research. 
The Dana Alliance for Brain 
Initiatives, and the Society for 
Neuroscience united to sponsor 
educational events and hands-
on activities across the country. 
Cooper students participated in 
three, one-hour long programs 
conducted by Shayne-Emile 
Martinez Boucher, Ph.D. from 
the Department of Anatomy 
and Cell Biology at Wayne 
State University School of 
Medicine. 

The purpose of my visitation 
to Cooper Elementary School 
was to increase awareness 
about science in general among 
young children, with a particu­
lar emphasis on neuroscience," 
said Boucher. "By having chil­
dren perform hands-on demon­
strations of general scientific 

The ears have fa Researcher Shayne Boucher, from 
Wayne State University, talks to the students about 
how hearing works. 

concepts and encouraging them 
to be curious about the natural 
world, I can help promote 
increased learning and dimin­
ish any apprehension they may 
have about science." 

One of the most impressive 

aspects of the program, Bouch­
er said, is his ability to show 
students a human brain and an 
animal brain. The specimen is 
viewed by students to show the 
organs'shape,'texture, size and 
physical complexity. 

STAft FVOItM IT WKUM MTTCSSU. 

Brain power: Researcher InderjeetSalvja, from Wayne State University, shows 
Cooper Elementary students a human brain. 

at high school 
BY MARK CHESTNEY' 
STAFF WRITER 
mcfaestiiey9oe.homecoiniii4iet 

* 
A Livonia police officer will 

make his rounds daily at A Livo­
nia high school if a pilot program 
gets approved in Livonia Public 
Schools' 1999-2000 school bud­
get. 

Through the popular DARE 
drug-awareness* program, police 
officers are a familiar sight in 
the district's elementary and 
middle schools. Right now, eight 
officers teach classes and 
befriend students in these 26 
schools. 

The ninth officer would be sta­
tioned at either Churchill or 
Franklin high school and would 
cost the district about $60,000 a 
year. 

The extra officer is just one on 
a list of proposed program 
improvements contained in Livo­
nia Public Schools' proposed 
1999-2000 budget, which should 
be approved in June by the Livo­
nia Board of Education. 

In the district's 22 elemen-
taries, proposed program 
improvements include: 

• Launch an 
instrumental/expanded physical 
education program. Cost: 
$468,000. 

• Buy instruments for the 
instrumental music program. 
Cost: $415,000. 

• Hire an extra teacher, para-
pros and secretary-clerks for 
buildings with large enrollments 
or a large number of at-risk stu­
dents. Cost: $74,000. , , 

• Buy playground equipment. 
Cost: $190,000. 

• Give Lowell School extra 
administrative help during tne 
switch from Johnson to Lowell. 
Cost: $12,500. 

• Add an extra two weeks to 
the work year of school clerks. 
Cost: $8,000. 

In the district's four middle 

Raises from page Al 

year plans to spend $883,000 
(see accompanying story above). 

Despite the extra programs 
arid extra staff members built 
into the new budget, income con­
tinues to exceed expenses, and 
the rainy day fund continues to 
buifd, from this year's estimated 
$19.9 million to next year's $24.4 
million, Liepa Said. 

But one dark cloud is expected 
to appear Boon on the horizon 
and - like the pay increases yet 
to be resolved ^this, too, is a big­
gie. 

Like all .Michigan school dis­
tricts, Livonia's income depends 
on the number of students the 
district enrolls. 

Next year, Liepa said the dis­
trict expert* to enroll just 88 
more students, substantially 
down from the 200-plus new stu­
dents enrolled in recent years. 

"We are seeing a leveling-off in 
enrollment, which will limit our 
revenues in future years," Liepa 

said. 
In 1999-2000, Livonia wilt get 

v$7,267 from the state for each 
student enrolled. That's a 2-per­
cent increase from this year's 
per-student grant. 

The hefty rainy day fund bal­
ance is starting to raise eye­
brows on the school board, lead­
ing administrators to provide 
statistics to show the amount is 
.not out of line with districts sim­
ilar to Livonia. The rainy day 
fund is designed"fo get the dis­
trict through rough financial 
times, especially if the state's 
per-pupil grant drops because of 
a bad economy, Liepa said,. 

"We're farced to oversave on 
money we should be spending on 
our kids," said trustee Ken Tim-
mons. 

He then offered the downside 
to saving: "The more districts 
'bulk-up/ the less money Lans­
ing thinks we need in our foun­
dation grant." 

LIVONIA 
schools, proposed program 
enhancements include: 

• Phase in an eighth-grade 
team teaching program at 
Holmes, Riley and Frost. Emer­
son already has an eighth-grade 
teaching team. Cost: $86,400. 

• Add an extra two weeks to 
the work year of guidance secre­
taries. Cost: $6,000. 

In the district's three high 
schools, program improvements 
include: 

• Add more staff in project 
START, MSC/CAPA, North Cen­
tral Leadership and enrichment 
teaching posts. Cost: $165,000. 

• Hire a police officer to work 
at either Churchill or Franklin. 
Cost: $60,000. 

• Mail report cards to parents' 
home. Cost: $9,000. 

At the three high schools, the 
district also plans to combine 
$2.1 million from the general 
operating budget with $2 million 
from its building and site fund to 
build an outbuilding, or annex, 
near the athletic fields that 
would house public restrooms, 
showers and locker rooms. 

Miscellaneous proposed pro­
gram improvements include: 

• Hire p language arts coordi­
nator. Cost: $75,000. 

• Test new computer equip­
ment to be sure it's Y2K compli­
ant. Cost: $150,000. 

• Transfer the ALPHA pro­
gram at Dickinson Center to 
Bentley Center and consolidate 
with the Alternative Education 
Program. Cost savings: $50,000. 

• Eliminate the security offi­
cer at Bentley. Cost savings: 
$30,000. 

• Hire a principal for Bentley 
Center. Cost: $80,000. 

• Add more secretarial help at 
Bentley. Cost: $19,000. 
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(Now we know what he does before the big day,) 
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Pre-Easter Clearance 

25 -50* off 
merchandise throughout the store! 

Better hurry, before the best eggs end up 
in someone else's basket! 

'Savings off original prices of selected styles. No adjustments made on prior purchases. 

Birmingham • (248) 644-6900 Livonia • (734) 591 -7696 Rochester • (248f 651 -6000 

SHOPPING HOURS • MON-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT NOON 
Gfft Certificates Complimentary Silver Gift Box Jacobson's Charge 
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