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IN THE PAPER

TV Book: The Observer
Newspapers have discon-
tinued the TV cable guide.
Reader surveys have <
shown that the guide
hasn’t been popular with
the majority of our read-
ers. We will continue to
focus our attention on
improving other aspects
“of your newspaper. We

mence

Cool for school: It’s an
end-of-siimmer tradition
... parents and children
heading to stores to shop
for school clothes. And for
today’s students, clothes
sporting name brand
logos are hot, hot, hot./B1

'Respected residences:
‘The Ypsilanti Heritage
Foundation’s Historic

‘| Home Tour presents out-

standzng examples of var-
ious architectural
styles /D6 |

Festival: Every weekend,
~more than 200 actors
- reach out and touch the
hearts of many people
during the Michigan
Renazssance Festival./ E:I.

- dollar hoimes are more
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| apologzze for any inconve- -

commumrv I.IFE. 1B

: .Th'eater. The Actors’ Com- g
- pany presents “The
Emperor’s New Clothes”

.at Trinity House Theatre
in Lwonza /E2 o
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» Floral beauty F‘lowers adorn the medzan of Central City Parkway in Westland. The ﬂowers are -
a city responsibility and are planted and maintained by Davey Commercial Grounds Manage-

- ment, said Scott Veldhuis, director of economic development for the city. The company main-
tains flowers on the parkway and Nankin Boulevard, mcludmg weeding, “which is an ongoing
job,” he said. “We try to have color all times of the year.” Both annuals and perennials are fea-
tured. The city hasn’t looked into having a garden club maintain t}ze flowers, he satd due to
safety /insurance concerns. “It can be a pretty dangerous sztuatzon
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- M Textron Automotive came

BY DARRELL CLEM -

Flre station outlook i 1mproves
as HUD ofﬁmals review plan

By DARRELL CLEM .
STAFF WRITER -

‘ dclem@oe homecomm net

A glltch that threatens a new south- end fire station may
be. resolved, allowing Westland ofﬁcnals to jump- start the
~ troubled project. ‘ :
“It looks better than it did a couple of weeks ago,” James.
- Gilbert, Westland housing/community development director,
said Monday. “We hit bottom, and now it’s looking better.”
~ Using $1 million in federal dollars, city officials this sum-
mer had hoped to start building a long-awalted fire station

southeast of Annapolis and Irene,

~ An adjacent park and a part-time, in- house commumty
'pohce officer also would be included.” ‘
Residents praised plans for a south-end statxon that city -

. officials said would s]ash response time to fires and medrcal
© emergencies. -
 Westland’s far southeast side is geogr aplucally separate
from the rest of the city. Fire trucks rushing south also can

‘ become blocked at. rarlroad tracks near Mlchrgan Avenue

| Boy, 8,

populatmn figures.

Fire statlon: This is what’s’being?sought.g
City officials became dismayed in June to learn that the
new station could be scuttled because of a minor ghtch in

A review found that the south end - with 3,353 people -

- BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER . :
: dclem@oe homecomm net

”"r_Carrlage trade' lelzon- _'

! ?arrested

An 8 -year- -old boy visiting a Westland
apartment was arrested Sunday after he

-.was accused of - setuall} assaultmg a 3-

‘year-6ld gxrl a pohce sergeant con- :
, . -told her mother that the boy had sexual-

'»1) penetrated her Sgt. Mrchael Terry-

firmed:
But a Wayne County prosecutor smd

Please see FIRE STAIION.

charges because of his age.

THe boy was arrested after the girl s

mother notified police about an-incident

that all ly occurred at 4 1 Sunday |
A egedly utrec at 2 p.m. Stacad " receive the same: lev el of tax. bxeaks as

g1051dentml propeity ow ners from -
voter-approved’ Proposql A

whitly cut- school taxes and rmsed thon
'.’\hchxgdn sales tax Ste CT

at Willow Creek Apaltments on New-
burgh south of F ord. .
-Using words hefitting. her age the gu‘l

S 1994
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- Homélown
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Puttlng you ln touch
- -with your world

*{:f»

SEVENTY'—FWE QE , ‘3

o 1999 HomeTown Communlcations Network, tnc.

tax cut

asking for a 12-year tax
break and got the thumbs

~ down from the Westland

City Council. The business

. on Newburgh employs 337
| - people making automotlve
. .mtenorﬂparts.w.‘ - =

STAFF WRITER-
chem@oe homecomri.net

. “Textron Automotive has been denied | :
a 12-year tax break that would have ~
siphoned hiindreds of thousands of dol-_

lars from Westland tax revenues.
Refusing to budge, Westland councnl

"_members Monday rejected a 50 percent

tax break that Textron sought for a $12
million project at its 1515 S. Newburgh

-plant.
Textron which employs 337 people

and makes automotive interior parts,
plans to ewcpaud and add injection

‘molding operations to its Westland

facility.

Elected leaders cited -a stlong econo-
my in refusing tax breaks that city offi-
cials readily handed out to spur growth
during once-sluggish times. ‘

“Most of our industrial parks are
filled up now,” Mayor Robert Thomas
said. ' ‘

City Assessor James Elrod estimated
that Textron tax breaks would have
resulted in lost tax revenues of
$127,000 a year.

That includes $41,000 in city general
operating dollars ~ money that Coun-
cilman David Cox said would pay for

'\Ill\ nalino nave
vvvvvvvvvv

Textron will cominue to benefit
through 2003 from a tax break that
started in 1987,

~Anderson said.
*I think the city has been very good .

.. to Textron,” he said, adding later, “1

really don’t see anyvthing to benefit the

city in this fnewarrangement.”
Textron officials didn't threaten to

abandon the Westland plant without -

more tax bre 11\5
ments.
Company ofticials indicated that Tex-

known- as abate-

‘tron will expand to occupy part of the
- Newburgh Road building long sh'ned

with Technicolor Video Services..

Technicolor Video is consolldatmg its
operations -and moving 178 workers to
the compahy's Livonia plant — after
receiving tax breaks there.

-Textron attorney Chrlstopher Wylie
pointed out that Technicolor is leaving
and receiving tax breaks elsewhere
while Textron can’t get help despite

~plans to stay-in Westland and expand. -

Wylie also said businesses didn’t

«‘*m sex case

‘8 Crime Watch '_ A3
: dclem@oe homccomm net -

I-IOW 10 REACH US

. Newawum 73*9:» 2304

| Classified Advertising: 734-591-0900 |-
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By DARRELL €L FM
STAFF WRITER '

Westland City Council members -
high on Lowe’s ~ gave sweeping sup-.

-port Monday to company plans for a

local store tlmt will employ 150 to 200

_ workers. -
City leaders hcaped prmse on Lowe 8
“Home Improvcment Warchouse for its

pl_ans to build a 135,000-square-faot

"business on the southwe'st corner of

Upenmg 07 waztmg list

the boy 1snt likely to face crlmma!‘

G Warren and Ncwburgh
- “I think it’s a great thing to see

”

“ - something happen with that site;”
" ‘Councilman Glenn Anderson said.

- Lowe’s intends to- demohsh the for .
-mer Source Club store - closed since:
I‘ebruary 1994 — and build anew on.

prnue commercial land. ,
~The. company is exp;ctcd to-start its

project “very quickly” after receiving
site plan approval Monday from the
seven- memhor councﬂ Lowe s sito

prompts a waztzng line

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER R

for the firat tinie since 1990 brought a
long line to’ Holhdny Park 'I_‘ownhouse

Cooperative in Westland. B
- “They're hemmg that we're opening
ourwaiting list,” said property manag- -
~er Richard ’I‘obbe There ave aboitt 100"
left from the 1990 list. L

'l‘ebbo npnee(l the cm\'. d was a ple(\s

The waiting list. oponmg thls Wcok.‘ ‘»:

cards. l’lnhp DeBlock of l)vtlort was
among those in line.

“Pmy looking for a little Im;’m placo.
said DeBlock, a bachelor recently

retired from the city.of Detroit. “This
seems to be argood quality place to live

Plonse sco WAITING, ATl

HousmG_f

.nnt one, mnny chatting un(l playing

Please see CHARGED, A2 - |

' development managcr Joseph Ihltou

said.
Lowe's hopes to open for busmess

- next May ~ competing with companies-
like Home Dopnt in neighboring C an-

ton Township.
- “Home Depot is not going to be
happy, but we are,” Councilman

Richard LeBlanc s,m(l Mouday

Council members and Mayor Robert
Thomas conceded that they shop in
Canton for their home-improveément

?Lowe sgarners approval for Source Club 81te use

needs -~ but they said thdt Il change. o
“I'd like to do my business, when I
buy those types of items, in my tov n'
Anderson said.
The Lowe’s plan comes as cn\ lead-

“ers celebrate a-spurt of redevelopment
~on several key commercial properties,

“I 'don’t know how we did it. bat'l
love it,” (ouncrkman (‘h'n!os
Griftin said.”

“It sure comes at the '1"“* time,” he

!’lenso soo LOWE S A‘z

Poma and -
- Mary
Triliski
tleft),
Robin
Gadomski

Martin
{ (right)
Cwere wait-
ang to got
on the list
since 8:15
a.m. Sun-
day.

B L. vt o 2
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Councilman Glenn

Please see IEXTRON AG -
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Mayor Robert Thomas has

Apartments clubhouse, 1673

Town Hall set for Sept 9

‘ ‘near Marquette

'_‘scheduled his next Town Hall. -
meeting for 7 -p.m. Thursday, -
‘Sept. 9, dt the Willow Creek’

'_Falrwood off of Newhurgh e

Residonts may take therr_
concerns or comments fo the

mayor and his admrmetratron ‘
: dunngthe forum :

Frre statlon o st

had five resuients too. many
"above the low: to moderate-
_income threshold to qualify for
federal help, Gilbert said.

The news rattled residents
when word spread that the fire
station may not be built. John
Pranklin, vice president of the
Southeast Westland Honieown-
ers Association, described him-
self as “shocked. and shaken.”
- Now, however, officials from

the U.S. Department of Housing

. ~and.Urban Development are

reviewing the plan and studying
documents it received from the :
city.

City officials say they belleve‘

the south end meets federal
guidelines for the fire station —
- and-they Hope - HUD will agree .

after ﬁmshmg 1ts review.

Db.C,;
' 'Rrvers D-Ann Arbm has joined

" The battle to save the ﬁre sta-

“tion has been waged from West-

land to ‘Detroit to Washington,
where U.S. Rep. Lynn

the fight. * .
‘ Clty officials say the fire sta-

_ tion is critical not only for resi-. - ;
dents’ safety ~ but also for con-

tinuing a housing revitalization

.~ plan already. taking shape in the -
- soutlr'side’s Carver subdivision.

-“HUD is re-evaluating it and

looking at options that will make
it eligible without compronnsmg

the integrity of the program,’

" Gilbert said. “’I‘hey’re looking at ‘
- anumber of optrons -

. Gilbert wasn’t sure exactly
when HUD would issue a ruling "
-on the ﬁre station '

Now Get A Dlscount On Car
Insurance Without Getting A

A comedy show wﬂl follow 8:15
p.m. featuring professional
comedians who have. performed

. at comedy clubs The event wrll

’ ;be at the Wuyne Ford Crvrc"
‘T.eague, 1661 N. ' Wayne Road,
‘Westlan,d Pnce is. $35 per per-

son.

The Observer wrll run submrt

ted annouiiceinents of Westland.

Clty Council candidate fund-
raisers on a space-available

“basis. Information shouid be in
wrmng ‘

| Lowe s from paée AI

‘added, ref‘ernng to 8 councrl elec
~ ‘ton year. .
" Lowe's is expected to hlre 150

ta 200 Westland employees rang-

ing from stock clerks to man-
“agers — employees who will be.
-offered stock options, retirement -
_ benefits and other advantages N
_Hilton said. -
Lowe’s sells lumber and home:
“improvement items, and it also

has a garden center. It is based

: ,m North Wllksboro, N. C and
l Lowe s sells lumber aml homo-improvement

has annual sales toppmg 310 bxl
lion,

“We're just super happy to see
you come to town,”

Lowe’s.chose to tear down the
old Source Club because the
building didn’t suit the compa-
ny’s needs. .

The new Lowe’s burldmg will

f-actually be about 10,000 square
‘ feet larger than the Source Club

_-.rtems, and it also has a garden center.

council Presi-
dent Sandra Cicirelli told compa-
‘ny representatives Monday.

hmned mmber af apmmgs for ,the faI! of T 999 TDA ‘f

'Fund ralser is scheduled Charged pompoge A1

'I‘he Commlttee ’I‘o Elect ’\llke'
Kehrer for Weatland City Coun-.
~¢il” will hold a. fund-raiser
\Vednesday, Aug 25. Dooys will:

‘open-7 p.m., with a.chance to -
“'meet Kehrer and lns SllppOl ters
" (open bar)

sald The mother was nappmg at ‘

the time.

“The boy demes this mcrdent l

Terry said. “He's saymg it did

 not happen.” »
~The boy was v1srtmg from

another Willow Creek apartment -

where his mother had left him

with his_baby sitter, a cousm,
Terry: sald

“Hé was arrested and hooked
but the Wayne County youth
home couldn’t take him because

~of his age,” Terry said. “He was

released to his parents because

— . of his youthful age, .pending‘
‘charges in juvenile court.” ‘

This case involves the
youngest sex-offender suspect
that Terry said he has ever
“encountered in his 26 years with

the Westland Police Depart-
. ment. The boy is only 3-foot-6.
* “I've never handled one this

- young,” Terry - said. “The
youngest until now was 11.”
Terry said the girl's mother is
upset about the allegations.
‘Police have sent the case to
Wayne County juvenile court,

. but prosecutor Charles Kellett —
- unfamiliar with the specific

~ Westland incident — said gener-

ally the suspect 1snt hkely to

. gaid. .

face charges

“A 8-year-old’ complamant is
not a competent witness,” Ke]lett
said Tuesday. ‘

Typically, he sald the boy
would face ofders to.receive help
such as coungeling. - . _

“That’s. generally what we do
with- klds (thxs age) Kellett

“The only way the boy might be

‘ consrdered for other penalties

would be if the girl suffered med- ‘
ically documented injuries or if
an adult wrtnessed the sexual

agsault, he said.

Even then, the boy “just barely.
makes the cut to be charged with
an offense,” Kellett said. =

Sgt. Terry said the girl didn’t

- appear to have suffered any visi.

ble injuries.
“She didn't appear mrtrall) ta
be physically injured,” he said,

“but I wouldn’t want to say she |
~ wasn't.”

Generally in such cases, Kel |
lett said he wouldn’t recommend

criminal charges against a sus-

pect younger than 9 years old.
“That's about the lowest (age) I
would ever even consider it,” he

said. “And it would depend on
'the facte L
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DlSCOUIlt On Service.

Get the detarls on how you may save up to 30%
See one of these good neighbor agents:

- Westland —
Bob McClellan

Gary Druchnrak Dick Lepak
34825 Ford Rd. 29129 Joy Rd. 6211 N. Wayne Rd.
Westland Westland . Westland
734-595-0300  734-427-9020 734-326-6604
Teleese Nobles ~ LenNorway ©  Mike Simons
1011 Merriman Rd. 8623 N. Wayne ~ 2012 S. Wayne Rd.
Westland Rd., Suite 108 - Westland
734-728-3080 Westland 734.722-1670
734-,261-0520 R

— Garden Crty -

- Harold Canneil  Lisa Lindbloom
27532 FordRd. . 6215 Middlebelt Rd.
- Garden City Garden Crty
o 734;425-4100 ;

Z3_4.26_1 3111 o

| s | Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there,

ch Famm Mutual Automob!le-Insuranse C‘ompany (ot inN}) .
r Swe Farm !mkmmty Company (\'I) * Home 0‘6«5. Bb.\m}rrgton Jilirols

T oEsrioar

IMSURANCY

-offers an enviched curriculum induding Arabic.
-Ianguage and cidture. Character Education, Art, Music

“and Physical Education are mtegml parrs of the
program Block sr:hedulmg aﬂows rmmerswn in. critrazl
N ~learning areas, .- i
Fice. HoursMomiay Thru 'I'hurday9 2

Affordable

Senior

AMERICAN HOUSE
| | Living

‘Westland Il

\ Senior Independent & Asslsted Uv!ng Resldence .

*1& 2 bedroom apartments

Meet Two Of Our Most
Satzsfzed Reszdents

. % Small pets welcomed

* Meals , - % Beauty & barber shops
* Housekeeping * 24-hr emergency response
* Laundry servlces * Personal assistance Is avallable

* Recreatlonal actlvltles |

Monthly Rentals Startzng At: $11 75

Come Visit Ws...
39201 Joy Rd., Wesﬂand MI 481 85 ( 734) 454-9838

= W.afwmeﬂmdmmmsea ofset

* Scheduled transportatlon In our bus

B READER SERVICE LINES §
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Honzh.‘y cnmies S .8395 Oneyear. . ... 85500
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West Vrllage Academy

* A new charter school located in West Dearborn is
taking applrcat:ons for grades K-6. WVA offers an
enriched curriculum including foreign languages
and culture. Character Education, Art, Music, and
Physrcal Education are lntegral parts of the program.
Full day Kindergarten av ailable.

' FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL (313) 274-9200
Fax (313) 274-0062

Goexe

‘ 'Observer NleWsrdom E-Mail SR _

» Readers can submit story suggestions, reacnons o stories, letlen to the edlto.'
or make general comments to any member of our news staif lhrough E \larl ‘
~ via the Internet at the following address

new sroom@oeonlme com.

" Homeline: 734.953-2020

~» Open houses and new de\.elopments in your area.
> free real eszare seminar m{ormatron ‘
> Currenl mortgage rates.

,Classrf'ed After Hours- 734 591. 0900

L > Place c|a<smed ad> at your comcme‘.nce o

T -.Crreulatron Deparfment, 734 591 0500

"> lfyou have'a questron about homie detivery
. or if you did notreceive your paper, please:
call one of our customer service . ©
representatives during the follo.wng hours:
" Sunday: 8 am—Noon
. Monday through friday: .-
- 8:30am.-5:30pm. -

O&E On- Lir\e'

» You can access On-Line with just

S Yout Observer office
36251 Schookcraft
Livonia, M1 48150

g

,Scho'olcmfi

about any communications software + E“% ===
~ PC or Macintosh. On-Line users can: . - qch - R ?E
. ¢ Send and receive unlimited e-mail. * ‘

i
fad

» Access all features of the tnternet.~ Telnet,
 Gopher, WMWY and more.
¢ Read electronic editions of the the
_ Observer & Eccentric hewspapeis.
 » Chatwith users acr’oss town of a(r0>s lhe
country,

: On Lrne Hotlrne' 734 953 2266

- > if you need help, call the On-Line Ho{lmo a
. Ihn mrmhm :l\n\n r .

Photo ReprmtS' 734 591 0500

- » O der reprints of pl(iures lhat ha\e been lalen 5, out staff photobnphmr

© -« Provide the puhhcahon daté, page number, and description of the picture.
- - which must have been published within the past 6 months.
- ¢.820fof the fird print, $7.50 for each addrlronal pum paid in advance
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