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TV Book: The Observer 
Newspapers have discon­
tinued the TV cable guide. 
Reader surveys,have » 
shown that the guide 
hasn't been popular with 
the majoiity of our read­
ers. We will continue to 
focus our attention on 
improving other aspects 
of your newspaper. We 
apologize for any inconve-
nience. 

COMMUNITY LIFE 

Cool for school: It's an 
end-of-summer tradition 
... parents and children 
heading to stores to shop 
for school clothes. And for 
today's students, clothes 
sporting name brand 
logos are hot, hot, hot./BX 

Respected residences: 
The Ypsilanti Heritage 
Foundation's Historic 
Home Tour presents out­
standing examples of var­
ious architectural 
styles./DS 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Festival: Every weekend, 
more than 200 actors 
reach out and touch the 
hearts of many people 
during the Michigan 
Renaissance Festival./El 

Theater: The Actors' Com­
pany presents "The 
Emperor's New Clothes" 
at Trinity House Theatre 
in Lwonia./E2 

REAL ESTATE 

Carriage trade: Million-
dollar homes are more 
than just sJielten/Fi 
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Nature's glory 

STAJT PHOTO BY TOM HATLEY 

Floral beauty: Flowers adorn the median of Central City Parkway in Westland. The flowers are 
a city responsibility and are planted and maintained by Davey Commercial Grounds Manage­
ment, said Scott Veldhuis, director of economic development for the city. The company main­
tains flowers on the parkway and Nankin Boulevard, including weeding, "which is an ongoing 
job," he said. "We try to have color all times of the year." Both annuals and perennials are fea­
tured. The city hasn't looked into having a garden club maintain the flowers, he said, due to 
safety I insurance concerns. "It can be a pretty dangerous situation." 
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Fire station outlook improves 
as HUD officials review plan 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
ddem@oe.homecQiiina.net 

A glitch tha t threatens a new south-end fire station may 
be. resolved, allowing Westland officials to jump-star t the 
troubled project. 

"It looks better than it did a couple of weeks ago," James 
Gilbert, Westland housing/community development director, 
said Monday. "We hit bottom, and now it's looking better." 

Using $1 million in federal dollars, city officials this sum­
mer had hoped to start building a long-awaited fire station 
southeast of Annapolis and Irene v 

An adjacent park and a part-time, in-house community 
police officer also would be included. 

Residents praised plans for a south-end station that city 
officials said would slash response time to fires and medical 
emergencies. 

Westland's far southeast side is geographically separate 
from the rest of the city. Fire trucks rushing south also can 
become blocked at railroad tracks, near Michigan Avenue. 

Fire station: This is what's being sought. 
City officials became dismayed in Ju,ne to learn that the 

new station could be scuttled because of a minor glitch in 
population figures. 

A review found that the south end - with 3,353 people -

— — — Please see FIRE STATjON, A2 

Boy, 8, 

I I I Ofc/A \>dfefc/ 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dcletri@oe.homecomm.net 

An 8-year-old boy visiting a Westland 
apartment was arrested Sunday after he 
was accused of sexually assaulting a 3-
ryea'r^old g i r l , a police s e r g e a n t con­
firmed: ; v '••.-. -':-:'-' •'-'"'• 
. But a ..Wayne County prosecutoh said 
t h e boy i sn ' t l ikely to face c r imina l 

charges because of his age. 
The boy was arrested after the girl's 

mother notified police about an incident 
that allegedly occurred at 4 p.m. Sunday 
at Willow Creek Apartments , on New-
burgh south of Ford. 

•Usingwords befitting her age, the girl 
• told her•mother that the boy had sexual­
ly pejietrate'd her, S g t Michael Terry 

P lease sec CHARGED, A2 

Homelown 
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Putting you In touch 
with your world 
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Textron 
tax cut 
nixed 
• Tex t ron Automot ive c a m e 
a s k i n g for a 12-year t ax 
b r e a k a n d got the t h u m b s 
d o w n from t h e West land 
City Counci l . T h e b u s i n e s s 
on N e w b u r g h employs 337 
peop le m a k i n g a u t o m o t i v e 
i n t e r i o r - p a r t s . - -----

BY DARRFLL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclem@oe.homecomrh.net 

Textron Au-tomiotive has been denied 
a 12-year tax break tha t would have 
siphoned hundreds of thousands of dol­
lars from Westland tax revenues. • 

Refusing to budge, Westland council 
members Monday rejected a 50 percent 
tax break that Textron sought for a $12 
million project at its 1515 S. Newburgh 
plant. 

Textron, which employs 337 people 
and makes automotive interior parts, 
p l a n s to e x p a n d and add inject ion 
molding opera t ions to i ts West land 
facility. 

Elected leaders cited "a strong econo­
my in refusing tax breaks that city offi­
cials readily handed out to spur growth 
during once-sluggish times. 

"Most of our indus t r i a l pa rks are 
filled up now," Mayor Robert Thomas 
said. 

City Assessor James Elrod estimated 
tha t Textron tax breaks would have 
r e s u l t e d in lost tax r e v e n u e s of 
$127,000 a year. 

That includes $41,000 in city general 
operating dollars - money that Coun­
cilman David Cox said would pay for 

«"• 
T e x t r o n will con t i nue to benefi t 

through 2003 from a tax break that 
s t a r t ed in 1987, Counci lman Glenn 
Anderson said. 

"I think the city has been very good 
... to Textron," he said, adding later, "I 
really don't see anything to benefit the 
city in this inewt arrangement." 

Textron officials didn't threaten to 
abandon the Westland plant without 
more tax b r e a k s , known as aba t e ­
ments. 

Company officials indicated that Tex­
tron will expand to occupy part of the 
Newburgh Road building long shared 
with Technicolor Video Services. • 

Technicolor Video is consolidating its 
operations and moving 178 workers to 
the company's Livonia plant - after 
receiving tax breaks there. 

•Textron attorney Christopher Wylie 
pointed out that Technicolor is leaving 
and receiving tax b r eaks e lsewhere 
while Textron can't get help despite 
plans to stay in Westland and expand. 

Wylie also said bus ine s se s ' d idn ' t 
receive the same level of tax breaks ,a*>-
r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t y o w n e r s from 
1994 's vo te r - app roved Proposa l A, 
which cut-school taxes and raised the 
Michigan sales tax. . . . - . :• • > . . . .' 

"~ P lease see TEXTRON, A6 

Lowe's garners approval for Source 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dclern@oe.homecomm.net 

Westland City Council members - . 
high on Lowe's - gave sweeping sup­
port Monday to company plans for a 
local store that will employ 150 to 200 
workers. 

City leaders heaped praise on Lowe's 
Home Improvement Warehouse for its 
plans to biiild a 135,000-square-fo.ot 
business on the southwest corner of 

• " V 

Warren and Newburgh. 
"I t h i n k i t ' s a g r e a t t h i n g to see 

s o m e t h i n g h a p p e n w i th t h a t site, '* 
Councilman Glenn Anderson said. 

Lowe's intends to demolish the fof-
rher Source Club store - closed since 
February 1994 - and build anew on 
prime commercial land. 

The company is expected to-start its 
project "very quickly" after receiving 
site plan approval Monday from the 
s e v e n - m e m b e r counci l , Lowe's s i to 

development manager Joseph Hilton 
said. 

Lowe's hopes to open for business 
next May .- com|>eting with companies 
like Home Depot in neighboring Can­
ton Township. 
- "Home Depot is not going to be 
h a p p y , bu t we a r e , " Counc i lman 
Richard LeBlancsmd Monday. 

Council members and Mayor Robert 
Thomas conceded tha t they shop in 
Canton for their homo-improvement 

Upening of waiting list 
a • . • 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFJ' WRITER * 
jbrown®o*.homcconim.ncl 

The waiting list opening this week 
for the first time since 1990 brought n 
long line to Holliday Park Townhouse 
Cooperative in Westland. 

''They're hearing that we're opening 
our waiting HvSt," said property manag­
er Richard Tcbbe. There are about 100 
lea from the 1990 list. 

Tcbbe agreed the crowd was a pleas-

HOUSING 

nnt one, many cha t t ing and. playing 
cards. Philip DeRlpck of Detroit was 
among those in line. 

"I'm looking for n little larger place," 
said Del l lock, a b a c h e l o r r e cen t l y 
retired from the city of Detroit. 'This 
seems to be a good quality place to live 

needs -- but they said that'll change. 
"I'd like to do my business, when I 

buy those types of items, in my town," 
Anderson said. 

The Lowe's plan comes as city lead­
ers celebrate a spurt of redevelopment 
on several key commercial properties. 

"1 don't know how we did it, but I 
love it," Councilman Char les "Trav" 
Griffin said. . . . " 

"It sure comes at the right'time; - ' lie 

— ; " • p i c n s c s e o t O W E ' V ^ 

Walt: Sam 
Poma caul 
Mary 
'lYiltski 
(left), 
Robin 
Gad am ski 
and Diana 
Martin 
(right) 
were wait-
tng to get 
on the list 
since 8:15 
a.m. Suii-
da v. 

TMonse se'e WAITINOTAl 1. Sun {'iiiptofiV lovi i l ium 
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Town Hall set for Sept. 9 
:, Mayor Robert Thomas has 
scheduled his next Town Hall 
meeting for 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 9, at the Willow Creek 
Apartments clubhouse, 1673 
Fairwobd, off of Newburgh 

near Marquette. 
Residents may" take their 

concerns or comments to the 
mayor and his administration 
during the forum. 

-raiser is 

Fire station from page A1 

The Committee To Elect Mike 
Kehrer for Westland City Coun­
cil will hold a fund-raiser 
Wednesday, Aug. 25. Doors will 
open 7 p.m., with a chance to 
meet Kehrer and his supporters 
(open bar). 

A comedy show will follow 8:15 
p.m. featuring professional 
comedians who have, performed 
at comedy clubs. The event will 

be at the Wayne Ford Civic 
League, 1661 N. Wayne Road, 
Westland. Price is $35 per per-
sonV . 

;' The Observer will run submit­
ted announcements of Westland 
City Council candidate fund­
raisers on a space-available 
basis. Information should be in 
writing. 

had five resident^ too many 
above the low- t o moderate-
income threshold to qualify for 
federal help, Gilbert said. 

The news rat t led residents 
when word spread that the fire 
station may not be built. John 
Franklin, vice president of the 
Southeast Westland Homeown­
ers Association, described him­
self as "shocked and shaken." 

Now, however, officials from 
the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development a re 
reviewing the plan and studying 
documents it received from the 
city. 

City officials say they believe 
the south end meets federal 
guidelines for the_flre station -
and they hope HUD will agree 
after finishing its review. 

The battle to save the fire sta­
tion has been waged from West-
land to Detroit to Washington, 
B.C., where U.S. Rep. Lynn 
Rivers, D-Anii Arbor, has joined 
the fight." \>_ 

City officials say the fire sta­
tion is critical not only for resi-. 
dents' safety - but also for con­
tinuing a housing revitalization 
plan already taking shape in the 
south side's Carver subdivision. 

"HUD is re-evaluating it and 
looking at options that will make 
it eligible without compromising 
the integrity of the program," 
Gilbert said. "They're looking at 
a number of options." 

Gilbert wasn' t sure exactly 
when HUD would issue a ruling 

•on the fire station. '';.-. 

from page Al 

added, referring to a council elec­
tion year. 

Lowe's is expected to hire 150 
ta 200 Westland employees rang­
ing from stock clerks to man­
agers - employees who will be 
offered stock options, retirement 
benefits and other advantages, 
Hilton said. 

Lowe's sells lumber and homer 
improvement items, and it also 
has a garden center. It is based 
in North Wilksboro, N.C., and 

has annual sales topping $10 bil­
lion, . 

"We're just super happy to see 
you come to town," council Presi­
dent Sandra Cicirelli told compa­
ny representatives Monday. 

Lowe's •.chose to tear down the 
old Source Club because the 
building didn't suit the compa­
ny's needs. 

The new Lowe's building will 
actually be about 10,000 square 
feet larger than the Source Club. 

• Lowe's sells lumber and home-improvement 
items, and it also has a garden center. 

JNow Get A Discount On 
Insurance Without Getting A 

Discount On Service-
Get the details on how you may save up to 30%. 

See one of these good neighbor agents: 

~ Westland — 

Gary Druchniak 
34825 Ford Rd. 

Westland 
734-595-0300 

Teleese Nobles 
1011 Merriman Rd. 

Westland 
734-728-3080 

Dick Lepak 
29129]oyRd. 

Westland , 
734427-9020 

Len Norway ' 
8623 N. Wayne 
Rd, Suite 108 

Westland 
734-261-0520 

Bob McClellan 
6211 N. Wayne Rd. 

Westland 
734-326-6604 

Mike Simons 
2012 S.Wayne Rd. 

tyestland 
734-722-1670 

G a r d e n C i t y — 

Harold Cannell 
27532 Ford Rd. 

Garden City 
7344254100 

Lisa Lindbloom 
6215MiddlebeltRd. 

Garden City 
734-261-3111 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm Is there,® 
Su:e Farm Mutual Autc*r»b!k-Insurar« Company (not In NJ) 
State Farm Tn&rrtiftJty Company (NT) * Home Offices-- .BbomJngton, HUrols 

WM&m8M:,:jM D E M Y 

A K-7 Charter Sdioct located in Dearborn has a 
limited number of openings for the fall oJJ999,TOA 

offers an enriched curriculum including Arabic 
\ language and culture. Character Education, Afi:fMusk 

and Physical Education are integral parts of the 
program. Block scheduling allows immersion in critical 

learning areas, 
tee Hours Monday ThruThurddy 9-Z 

AMERICAN HOUSE 
Westland II 

Affordable 
Senior 
Living 

Senior Independent fc AivJitfrd Uvfng Retidence . ̂ ^ ^ ^r ^ ^ ^^m 

Meet Two Of Our Most 
Satisfied Residents 

* 1 6 2 bedroom apartment* 
* Meals 
* Housekeeping 
* Laundry services 
* Recreational activities. 

* Small pets welcomed 
* Beauty & barber shops 
* 24-hr emergency response 
* Personal assistance is available 
* Scheduled transportation In our bus 

Monthly Rentals Starting At: $1175 

GxmeViM^.. 
39201 Joy Rd;, Westland, M{ 48185 (734) 454-9838 

Famous # Footwear 
Brand Name Shoes For Less! 
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Buy one pair of bfond nan* 
Aoe$,geto second pake* 

equal or lesser vdk* for 
50%oftouriiKnBdfcle 
eyeiyoaykMpnceL 
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said. The mother was napping at 
the time. 

r "The boy denies this incident," 
Terry said. ^He's saying it did 
not happen." 

The boy was visit ing from 
another WilJow Creek apartment 
where his mother had left him 
with his baby sitter, a cousin, 
Terry said. 

"He was arrested and booked, 
but the Wayne County youth 
home couldn't take him because 
of his age," Terry said. "He was 
released to his parents because 
of his youthful age, pending 
charges in juvenile court." 

This case involves the 
youngest. sex-offender suspect 
t ha t Terry said he has ever 
encountered in his 26 years with 
the Westland Police Depart­
ment. The boy is only 3-foot-6. 

"I've never handled one this 
young," Terry said. "The 
youngest until now was 11." 

Terry said the girl's mother is 
upset about the allegations. 

Police have sent the case to 
Wayne County juvenile court* 
but.prosecutor Charles Kellett -
unfamil iar with the specific 
\Vestland incident - said gener­
ally the suspect isn't likely to 

face charges. 
"A 3-year-old complainant is 

not a competent witness," Kellett 
said Tuesday. 

Typically, he said, the boy 
would face orders to receive help 
such as counseling. 

"That's generally what we do 
with kids ( this age)," Kellett 
said. 

The only way the boy might be 
considered for other penalties 
would be if the girl suffered med­
ically documented injuries or if 
an adult witnessed the sexual 
assault, he said. 

Even then, the boy "just barely 
makes the cut to be charged with 
an offense," Kellett said. 

Sgt. Terry said the girl didn't 
appear to have suffered any visi' 
ble injuries. 

"She didn't appear initially to 
be physically injured," he said, 
"but I wouldn't want to say she 
wasn't." . 

Generally in such cases, Kel­
lett said he wouldn't recommend 
criminal charges against a sus­
pect younger than 9 years old. 

"That's about the lowest (age) I 
would ever even consider i t / he 
said. "And it would depend on 
the facts." 
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Mortify S3 95 
Oneyea/ - ... S47.4Q 
Qneyeai (StOZzetQ - $33 00 
New-sstarrf. ...• '.. perccjy 75 

Mai Dc--.*!y 
Onoyeaf 555 00 
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West YilUge Academy 
A new charter school located in Wes t Dearborn is 

taking applications for grades K-6. W V A offers an 

enriched curriculum including foreign languages 

and culture. Character Education, Art , Music, and 

Physical Education are integral parts of the program. 

Full day Kindergarten available. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
PLEASE CALL (313) 274-9200 

Fax (313) 274-0062 
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READER SERVICE LINES 

Observer Newsroom E-Mail 
> Readers can submit story suggestions, reactions to stories, letters to the editor 

or make general comments to any member of our news start through E-Mail 
via the Internet at the following address: 

newiroomeoeonlinexom. 

Homeline: 734-953-2020 
> Open houses arid new developments in your area. 

> Free real estate seminar information. 
> Current mortgage rates. 

Classified.After Hours: 734-591-0900 
>.Place classfljed ads a] your cdnvefiience. 

CircUiation,Depa^^en.:734r59t^ liiiv-J; 

> K you have a question about home rjellvc-fy 
or if you did not '.receive- yourpaper, please 
call one of our customer service 
representatives during the following hours: 

Sunday: 8 am - Noon 

Monday through FWday: . 
8:30 a.m.-5:30.p.m. 

O&E On-line _ 
> You can access On-line with just 

about any communications software 
- PC or .Macintosh. On-Line users can: . 

. • Send and receive unlimited e-mai!. 
• Accc-ss all features of the Internet- Telnet, 

Gopher, \V\V\y and more. 
• Read electronic editions of tHe the 

Observer & Eccentric newspapers. 
» Chat with users a'cfcss tp\*«n or across the 

. country. .. . ' . 

5^1^:^0^0^2^53(-2266 
> If >ixi need help, call the On-Line Hotline at 

lK<j n i jmhpr aKrup . . ' . ' • 

?ll5!£5?H!P.tsi734-591-0500 
> Order reprints of piciures that have been taken by our stall photographers; 

• •Provide|he publication date, page number, and description'of the picture, 
vshich must have beeo published 'within the past 6 months 

• $20 for the firsl print, $7.50 for each additional print paid in A{\\MMC 
vchcck or credit card). 

THE 

N E W S P A P E R S 
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Owner reports 
theft of booze 

A Nankin Mills Tavern owner 
told police tha t someone broke 
into his business between 3:30 
a.m. and 8:40 a.m. Sunday and 
stole five cases of liquor worth 
$500 and Miscellaneous bottles 
valued at $140. 

The owner a lso sa id the 
intruder took a $10 coin box and 
destroyed a $1,000 video game. 

The owner found that a win­
dow had been opened, a screen 
knocked out, two doors opened 
and a phone line cut inside the 
33700 Ann Arbor Trail business. 

There are no suspects. 

Baby formula theft 
A s u p e r m a r k e t m a n a g e r 

repor ted being a t t a cked by a 
man who tried to steal 25 cans of 
baby formula from Farmer Jack, 
34414 Ford Road, shortly after 1 
p.m. Sunday. 

The manager told police the 
man got a cardboard box from 
the produce section, placed baby 
formula in it and tried to leave 
without paying for it. 

The m a n a g e r told police he 
confronted the man outside the 
store but' was attacked, kicked 
and punched. He said the man 
then fled on foot. 

The baby formula bandit was 
desc r ibed as w h i t e , 35 to 40 
yea r s old, stocky and t an . He 

• CRIME WATCH 
had d a r k h a i r and was 
unshaven. 

Carbreak-in 
A 23-year-old Canton woman 

told police that her 1999 Ford F-
150 truck was broken into while 
it was parked outs ide a West-
l and bar , The P i t s t o p , 35230 
Central City Parkway, between 
11 p .m. S a t u r d a y and 4 a .m. 
Sunday. 

She reported missing $600 in 
cash; a $100 cell phone; $300 in 
music CDs; a $200 pair of sun­
glasses; a $300 gold watch; a.$50 
b lack l e a t h e r p u r s e , and a 
$1,500 gold and s i lver t e n n i s 
bracelet. 

She knew of no suspects and 
told police she wanted to report 
the incident for insurance pur­
poses. 

Business break-in 
A Westland woman reported 

that Appliance One - a business 
she owns with her husband at 
1912 S. Venoy - was entered by 
an int ruder between 5:30 p.m. 
Saturday and 11 a.m. Sunday. 

Reported missing was a $30 
metal box containing checks and 
miscellaneous papers. 

Best-Buy 
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STAFF PHOTO BY TOS HASIJET 

Sign of change: The former Handy Andy is becoming a Best Buy. The future store site is on the northwest 
corner of Central City Parkway and Wayne Road. It will be some 45,000 square feet, said Best Buy spokes­
woman Joy Harris. The current store on Central City Parkway, which opened in J993, will likely close in 
early 2000, she said, and new stores generally open shortly after the former sites close. 

One-time grants to libraries have directors feeling thankful 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 

Library directors in West land and 
Garden City have a lot to smile about. 

The two l i b r a r i e s , in a d d i t i o n to 
libraries in Wayne and Inkster , have 
received $50,000 g r a n t s t h a t can be 
used for non-operational expenses such 
as materials, minor renovations, equip­
ment, books and other materials. The 
individual libraries received the news 
Friday. 

State Rep. Thomas Kelly, D-Wayne, 

helped secure the one-time grants for 
the four communities, which come from 
the a r t s , cu l tu ra l and quali ty of life 
funding under the state Department of 
Management and Budget. 

Kelly had originally asked for the four 
$50,000 grants and for $1 million grants 
for Garden City and Inkster . The $1 
million grants were rejected by the state 
House Appropriations Committee. 

- aSo I'm very, very happy this went 
through. At least I got something out of 
this Republican Legislature," he said. 

The funds go above and beyond the 
regular funding libraries receive, Kelly 
said, and will not cause the regular 
funding to decrease in any way. 

"In t h e big p i c t u r e , s o m e t i m e s 
l ibrar ies get overlooked. I'm ecstat ic 
tha t they got their jus t rewards this 
time," Kelly commented. 

Library directors for Westland and 
Garden City both said they were happy 
about the news. Nei ther has decided 
how the funds, which will go directly to 
the library boards, will be used. 

Westland Library Director Sandra 
Wilson said the grant was great news 
for the library. She said she was just 
beginning to find out how the funds can 
be used. 

"I was pleasantly surprised when we 
got i the news J." Wilson said. 

"I haven't gotten any details," said 
Garden City L ib ra ry Director Joan 
Elmouchi. "But we're totally thrilled. 
We're surprised and we're appreciative, 
Very, very apprecia t ive . It will be a 
huge benefit." 

• Westland Library Director 
Sandra Wilson said the grant 
was great news for the 
library. She said she was just 
beginning to find out how 
the funds can be used. 1 was 
pleasantly surprised when 
we got (the news).' 

Westland ponders setting fees 
for business fire protection 
BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 
jbrown@oe.hQmecomm.net 

Westland businesses could end up paying fees 
for fire prevention services. 

"Several communities are already sponsoring 
fees for these types of activities," said Fire Chief 
Mark Neal during a Monday Westland City Coun­
cil study session. "Some of these fees are pretty 
minimal." 

Fees could range from $30 for a mom and pop-
type par ty store on up to $150 or so for a large 
business, such as Textron, he said. 

Council members had quest ions for Neal and 
Patrick Harder, assistant fire chief/fire marshal. 
Council President Sandra Cicirelli recommended a 
subcommittee to study the matter, 

Neal suggested a fee' for testing sprinkler sys­
tems Use of the h y d r a n t sys tem in a fire can 
break the main, he said, requiring repairs. Insur­

ance will pay for hydrant use, said Neal. 
"It would not be unreasonable to look at some 

way to recoup these costs." 
•Harder described the proposed fees as an 'edu­

cated guess" on time spent and cost of inspection. 
."We're not really looking at a money producer." 
Most Westland businesses are visited once a year, 
Harder said. 

The fire department has some 150 alarms per 
year requir ing hydrant use. "Most fires can be 
extinguished with the water on board," Neal said. 

Cicirelli asked which tricounty communities cur­
rently charge businesses for fire prevention ser­
vices, and asked about billing. 

"We're going to run into people who have difficul­
ty paying," Neal said. "We're very attuned to tak­
ing care of people when they're in trouble." 

The city charges for building inspection and 
other services, Neal said. It will be up.to the coun­
cil to study and decide, he said. 

On your mark, get set, go! 
Boys' An Star'"- Kcos-h"- Vortex"' from Converse Lea;ner u;:oe'S comb-ne 
breathabihty and performance. Rubber soies provide great traction and 
durability. Black with.blue and orange accents Boys' szes '0"-':-4. $35 
In Children's Shoes. . • 

Pastor's pulpit found in theater 
BY JOANNE MALISZEWSKI 
STAFF WRITER 
jmaliszewski@oo.homcconim.net 

Chris Cramer , pas tor of the 
new Orchard Grove Community 
Church, hopes people line up for 
worship services as readily as 
when the Old Orchard Theater 
showed movies and dished out 
the popcorn. 

"We are open to everyone. You 
don't have to be dressed up. You 
don ' t h a v e to h a v e your act 
together," said the Westland res­
ident, formerly the youth pastor 
at Detro i t World Out reach in 
Redford. 

"Tha t keeps a lot of people 
from church - that they have to 
get it together before they come. 
God put on a humim body so ne 
could relate to us." 

The new church opened in the 
v a c a n t t h e a t e r bu i ld ing on 
Orchard Lake Road, just north of 
12 Mile, a couple of weeks ago. 
"We have a m o n t h - t o - m o n t h 
a g r e e m e n t wi th t h e owner , " 
Cramer said. 

An application has been made 
to the city of Farmington Hills 
for a change in occupancy, as 
required, Cramer added. 

Dale Countegan, Farmington 
Mills communi ty development 
director, said that a church is 
allowed in the office district in 
which the theater sits. "The only 
issue, will be whether the church 
uses or plans to use the land on 
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Chris Cramer 

the other side for a playground 
for kids or something like that . 
They have lo go to hie pitiiinnig 
commission to use tha t proper­
ty." 

Site controversy 
The acreage on which the the­

ater sits has been the center of 
some controversy as owner Ari 
Leibovitz of Avi-Kl Development 
has attempted to have property 
he owns in the adjoining subdivi­
sion rezoned from residential to 
pa rk ing . The city council and 
p lann ing commission refused. 
And 3o has the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. Without the rczoning 
Leibovi tz , who spec ia l izes in 
revitalizing commercial proper­
ty The ZBA's denial allowed Lei­

bovitz to sue city in Oak land 
County Circuit Court. 

The next step in the lawsuit is 
for t he city to respond to Lei-, 
bovitz's legal allegations. 

R e s i d e n t s on Pa rk Hi l l s 
behind the theater have opposed 
Leibovitz's a t t emp t s to rezonc 
the property for parking, which 
the developer claims is necessary 
to redevelop his S.5 acres. 

Leibovitz did not respond to 
the Obsei^ver's inquiries. He also 
owns bank property immediately 
north of the theater. 

Meanwhile , Cramer and his 
colleagues are using two of the 
t h e a t e r s for church act ivi t ies . 
P a i n t i n g is t he first o rde r of 
business. A church member'who 
is a painter brought Cramer two 
colors from which to choose : 
pearly gates and divinity. Maybe 
it was coincidental. 

"We chose divinity. But not for 
any sp i r i tua l reason. We jus t 
l ike t h e color ," C ramer s a i d . 
adding the lighter-colored walls 
will b r igh ten the in t e r io r . In 
a n o t h e r t hea t e r , the church ' s 
youth plan to renovate the area 
for their programs. 

"We a re looking for a more 
p e r m a n e n t locat ion," C r a m e r 
snid. Church members previous­
ly met at West Bloomfiold High 
School. Besides the fact that the 
old theater was empty, Cramer 
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