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- Singing with joy: ‘Studénts‘

from Lutheran High

School Westland will sing
- Christmas carols 1-3 p.m.

at Art Van Furniture,

8300 Wayne Road, Webt

land.

Yule look: Friday’s the

deadline for nominations

(5 p.m.) in the city’s 13th

~annual Christmas Deco-
- rating Contest. To nomi-

nate a house, write to the

- Westland City Clerk’s

Office, 36601 Ford West-
land 48185 or call Clerk
Patricia Gibbons at (734)

467-3185 or (734) 467-

3191. For details, see A3.
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BY DARRELL CLEM
BTAFF WRITER
dclem@ne homecomm.net

Westland Clty Couneil candxdate*&
spent $89,535 collectively on a 1999
election that some political observers

say signals escalating costs for loml

races,
Council member-elect David James

plunked down $21,400 - the most

enders in the November
ouncil race emerged as vic-
tors. lncumbent Councilman Glenn Anderson
spent less money and was the top vote-getter,

‘ monev amung the eight mm*hdates who

competed for four seats. -

- Council posts pay $11,452 per year.
James was out of town and couldn’t

be reached for comment, but some of

his. eompetltors said the amount he

spent 18 exorbitant.

“I think anything over a year's aa]drv |
18 nidiculous,”

aaid candidate Michael
Kehrer, who lost his election bid.

Kehrer predicted he wnll spend

- $10,000 when he runs for counml again’

in 2001:

. “If I'm gumg to do it and Lhe people‘ :
like me, I'm
$10,000,” he said. “If it took $20,000, -

going to do it within

I'll never be able to ¢compete with- that
I will'not spend that much.”

According to the latest record~i at
Wayne County elections offices, here's
how spending levels stacked up:

‘M James ranked first in spending at
$21.400 and came in third in votes
with 3,164, earning a four-year term.

B Incumbent Charles “Trav™ Griffin
placed second in spending ($19,525)
and second in the race (3,399). He won

Kettles
assist

needy

BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER
jbrown@de. homecomm.net

i man. not only for the blessings of
! family and friends, but also for gifts
! to The Salvation Army.

This year's local goal for the holi-

percent, had been raised. That's up
about $15,000 from last year at this

for bell ringing.

- "So we are in good xhapc» The
Red Kettle Campaign does better in
1its second half, the local corps com-
mander satd, as Christmas draws
nearer. ‘ ‘ ‘

The Salvation Army relies on paid
and volunteer bell-ringers, A num-

~ vice clubs, police and firefighters,
churches and others — have bell-
ringers signed up for the coming
days. "All these people are ringing.”
- That helps with fund-raising.
Yockey said, as unpaid volunteers

counterparts.
*I really think The Salv ation
Army has a wonderful reputation in

“tion Army can be relied on for heelp,
he said.

“That's why they support us. We
can stand on our record. And people
‘trust The Salvation Army.”

The organization is-highly effi-
cient, he said, and provides a variety
of services for the needy of all ages.
Muney raised during the holidays
isn't all spent now. “This munev car-
ries us throughout the year.”

" Local programs range from adult
literacy help to food and rent assis-
tance,

‘local Advisory Council for The Sal-
vation Army, enjoys velunteering

how the nrgamzatmn has’ helped
them.
" “That’s always kind of heart-
- warming,” said Harlow, of Harlow
Tire in Westiand. She said The Sal-
- vation Army is one of a few organt-
~ zations with such low administra-
tive costs. Money given aids the
- needy, making the hohday campa:gn
~ersential.

Ploase ‘mem A8

Lt. Chuck Yockey is a thankfu} -

day season is $120,000, and as of
i this past Thursday $58 721, or 49

time, not even counting extra days_

ber of volunteer organizations — ser- [§

raise more money than their paid

Westland.” People know The Salva- -

Margaret Harlnw who chmrs the -

and hearing stories from donors of

“It's & bag portion of thelr annual ‘

s

L

lelng splﬂt Amcmda Tokarskt 4 of Westland drops morey
‘into the Salvation Army kettle in fmnt of the Sears store fn

STm P!mrm BY '!‘ou mm.rv ‘

Westland. The bell- -ringer is Steven Hendrix Sr. This year's

Wayne Westland gnal is 3120 000.
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Stuffed animals don’t retrieve the

‘newspaper, but they fetch a lot of

money for charity.

Which is why once a year a Iohn‘

Ragm Buick-Isuzu saleaman and his
partner fill the showroam with the
creatures, This year, Petér Magic and
Dana Tidwell chucked 2,000 stuffed

~ animals inside the Plymouth Road

dealership, located between Merriman
and Middlebelt nut to the Terrace

~ Theater.

By Monday afternoon, severnl hun-
dred had already been landed for dona-
tionn of $10-50 each. Proceeds go to
charities such an-the Lions Club, Spe-
cial Olympica, Toys for Tots and ohil-

 dren's hospitals,

During the part 1H vears, Magc

ek 2 o = e

FAQ ‘-schwartz or Toys R U's.

* They won- ‘them the old-fashioned |
‘way — at midwavs from. Sandusky,

Ohio. to Las Vegas. Peter Magic touts

- himself as n;ch&mpion carnival games-

man.

He can put the dart in the atar, lassp

the ring on the bottle and send milk
containers astir with one heave of a
softhall.

“Every one. of them ia rigged.” Magic

anid “We Just kmm how te un-riy

~them .~

For 15 years, Magic has used his
stdeshow savyy to land prizes, which
he storen in a grrage and at home until
the holidays. He's taught Tidwell the

lilnabe‘m MIDWAY, A4
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Mi dway * mavens provzde a ngt from thezr hearts

spen ers
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. probiems -

A e oty o s rp e

a four- year term. - ’
B Council member- elect Davld Cox

l‘ placed third in spending 1$17 633) and.
fourth in vetes (3,160). His fourth:placé N

finish garnered hLm a two-year term.
@ Newcomer James Godbout ranked
fourth in spendmg ($9.630) and sev-
enth in votes (2,950). He lost,
@ New hopetul Michae! Rintz came
in fifth in spending 1$7,002; and last
among eight candidates r'unning for
office 12,245, He lost. ‘

Please sec m Ad

Event
supports

family

center

BY DARRELL CLEM

STAFF WRITER
delem@oe.homecomm.net

A Wayne-Westland school program
that helps families find help for prob-
lems ranging from truant children to
physical abuse will receive a $5,000
boost from the Westland Chamber of
Commerce.

The Lincoln E}ementan based Fami-
lv Resource Center, which depends on
grants and donations for its survival,
will benefit from the chamber's *Taste
uf the Arts”™ program.

The event included foud from area
eateries and an auction of student art-
work from Wavne-Westiund and Livo-
nia schools, :

Six hundred people attended the
Nov. 30 event, paying $20 in advance
or 825 at the door.

Chamber Executive Director Lor
Brist said the Family Resource Center
donation will be made during a Jan, 11
chamber tuncheon that will feature
Wayne-Westland Superintendent Greg
Baracy's State of the ‘ichoc:ls addreas

N ‘It could be for parenting

problems. It could be for

. substance abuse probiems.

it could be for physical

- abuse problems - anything.’

Greg Baracy

' #
—Wa\ne Westland superintendent

We re very fzrateﬁil not nnly for the

“chamber's support but the COMMUnity’s ‘
- suppert and the restaurateurs;

“said.

Baracx

He said $5.000 amounts to aimul 20
percent of the Family Resource Cen-
ter's annual budget. :

“The demand has gotten so. great

" Baracy said, adding that 1,000 families

have ~‘ought help dunng the last year.

"It could be for parenting problems.
It could be for subitance abuse prob-
tems It could be fur ph\mudl abuse
anvthing.” Baracy said.
"We also provide referral services for
families who can't afford to get the help |
they need

“The center has play ed a real signifi-
cant role in helpmg the families i our
community Imprave thmr quahty of
life.” he said.

Pleas&* see cﬁm Ad

grY uwgnv O'CONNOR | dnnated $20,000 to charity. Loot:
AFF WRITER How did the pair procure s0 man} These
leconnor@oe.homecomm. net stuffed creatures? Forget nafaris at stuffed

dogs were
the easi
est Lo
for Peter
Magic a!

- Cedar
Point. He
cleared
out the
hooth of
all 1ts
Prizes.
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o just about any communications software: PC or Macintosh, You

| ‘are dbie 10.3end el receive uniimited e-nail. access all features: )

of the Internet. read elactronic editions of The Westland Observer

- and othet Gbserver & Eccentric Newspapers and chat with users.
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Orgamzerq of a prayer vigil in
front of a Livonia Wal-Mart

Thursday -say what they are
“doing is not a boycott. )
members of the

"Rather,

Detroit Catholic Pastoral

Alliance want to bring aware-

ness about exploited workers
whose wares appear in stores
like Wal-Mart.

A spokeswoman for the retaﬂ
er.denies the practice.

Some 20 or 50 members chant-
ed and passed out leaflets at the
retail outlet on Middlebelt and
Schooleraft. Shoppers' were puz-

~ zled but largely went about their

way to seek holiday bargains.
Demonstrators found a sympa-
thetic ear in Darryl Bartlett of
Westland.
“It hreaks my heart,” said

‘Bartlett sitting on a bench whlle

reading how workers in

Bangladesh make 9 cents a hour

while those in Honduras earn 43
cants.

“With the holidays coming up,
what's there to be joyful about
when you see somethmg like
this?"

Sue angd Mike Rellmre of Ply-

" meouth carried. sma!l ﬂash!wht

candles and chanted with the
rest of 20 or members.
The alliance is made up of

| parlshmnera from 10 Catholic
- churcheg in nnh‘m% and ane n

Farmington Hills.

The couple, which attend 5t.
Edith Catholic Church, read
about the alliance in the parish
bulletin. Their son heads an
Amnesty International chapter
at the University of Dallas and
has told them about the plight of
abused workers worldwide.

The Plymouth couple decided

(W)A2

STAST PHOTOS BY BRYAN MITCHEL].

Seeklng justice: Darryl Bartlett of Westland szgm z‘he gr nup s petition outside Wal-
Mart. Below, the vzgzl continues.

to mvebtlgate by attendmg the
prayer vigil.

“It does bother me " Sue Bel-
laire said. “It makes me wonder
if I'm wearing clothes made in
places where subhuman condi-
tions exist.”

Detroit Catholic Paqtoral |

Alliance members visited five
area Wal-Mart stores Thursday,
which is the nation's largest
retailer. The prayer vigil coincid-
ed with the 51st anniversary of
the Declaration of Human
Rights=.

Through a megaphone, orga-
nizer Eric Blount read aloud
Article 23 dealing with worker’s
rights during the vigil.

The alliance chose Wal-Mart.
“not because they are the only
offender.” said Sister Cathie
DeSantis, ‘bLit because thev're
the biggest one.™

A Wal-Mart qpokeiman said
the company has subcontractors
sign contracts, which includes

guidelines that require healthy

working conditions.
Howev:ar Wal-Mart does nut

Jump-A-Rama would like to invite the city of
Westland and Garden City to attend our first annual

Christmas party.

Jump- -A-Rama requeests that each famity bring a

ca Moser,

dmcloae where factories are “for
competitive reasons,” said Jeusi-

worman.
“Wal-Mart does many t}nny

to make sure the factories wher

the products are made and soid
in our stores are run properiv.”
Moser said. “We muake a cleur

understanding of what we

expect. ‘ ‘
“We don’t stop there and

expect that's all we'have to do.”
Wal.Mart reprecontative

~make unanneunced inspcetion:

to “thousands of factories”
abroad annually, If they don™
adhere to Wal-Mart's guidelies,
the company discontinues husi-
Iieens,
' “WF have (]0\9(1 down fucte
ries,” Moser said. “If we go in
and find they are out of cowplh
ance with our requirement-
those producté are pulled.”
Countries in Central Amoerien

Mexico, Phxllppmu and China
are home to many sweits dipis

Sigters DeSantis said. In China,

‘factories are particularly hard to

find.
*1t's a hidden economy in

company spokes.

~ool muney,”

China,” Sister DeSantis said™>
They're urging people to can-

tact Wal-Mart CEQ David Glass

to disclose where their subcon-
tructor’s factories are located
and puyv employees that work in
ther o livi ing wage.

Alsg. alfiance members want
the company to use an indepen-
dent auditor to monitor work
l“wnliﬂiulm and wages in those
Frotorios,

Such awareness ¢ xmp’ugn‘-
hoce heen Targely <ucescsfual in
curtatling use of child labor in
Pakiston soccer ball factories,
Sicter DeRantie sqid,

Cheap Tabar dogesn't tranelats
into b u;nxitu for shoppers.
[ lLlI\"I‘ t‘H"!Ltl JIL 3(\“\.1‘) "Vlil\i

l.ast March, the alliance
tracked down and compared
chothies made in the US anmd
chiveced Though manuafactured i
cnfferent Dountrmes, brand-,
"\!U"i*'! et ‘“L‘!" ‘_l”(i (lLt[?;il_\' Mo e
Lkt <y ‘ o

Sl tae were the prices. Sistor
Desantis =alg

“Soosoanehody s nmkmg W ot
ney,” she enid
the workers”

vz

“But iU run

(TSR YTRYY]
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stocking stuffer to be donated (o the
Westland Safe:House.

Location: Melvin C. Bailey Center
Date: 12-16-1999
Time: 6:00-9:30 PM
- Fee: $10 per child (pre)
‘ $15 at the door,
$ponsors: Jump-A-Rama
‘ Jeepers
S&S Contracting
‘ Westland Bailey Center
sAll proceeds to benefit the Westland Safe.House
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COME SEE SANTA BARNEY anc oYl the JEEPERS CHARACTERS

ATTENTION!

Do you want your jewelry to have that NEW LOOK for the holidays?
Let JT Jewelers pro {:ﬂmmliy polish and clean your gold rings, chains,
" braceleis, charms andior pendants for the low price of:

‘ "CHAINS & - CHARMS &
“RINGS BRACELET‘% " PENDANTS
¥5.00 ea. 30inchea. 2.00 ea.
If your getting jewelry for Christmas, why wait | - ’, weeks to get your ring
uzed or cham or bracelet shortened? You can have your jewelry hack THE
” “SAME DAY*. . i

Don t miss the TURN OF THE MILLENNIUM becmse ofa. dead mmh

‘barrery! We install basteries WHILE YOU' W’AIT |

JT JEWELERS

‘28962 W. Warren, Westland * c. |

g (Imud inside of Westland Jewelry Exc‘hangz) -
" YOUR FULL SERVICE JEWELER \ V-

. Jewrlry Repwir © Custom Jewelry N
‘ © « Watch Repair ,. |
© 20 yri. experiemce e \
* Jewrliry drapped off lute . v"’ ‘
in the day ‘
} mllk rowmdy 1B¢ mexi d..;.

25% o 60%

OFF RETAIL
JEWELRY STOR&
- PRICES |

~ Over 1000 Jewalry Items'

"!0K14K18KP’IMM
“« Now & Estate Joweiry
ﬂMPmof&Midea
o Gold Bultion -
«Milervium Bars
ummemm
,~ms»waaou
"‘omnm

o qm Hon. P Mn-on. "4
Westhand and Surrounding Commeunities 10 ch

WESTLAND JEWELRY

mum-mwmm- (T34) 833-2422

;.00 off any Hohdaoy Sesston thry Dcc. 31, 1999 with this d

AUTO ACCIDENT OB |
wonx INJURY VICTIMS

REVEALS WHAT THE lﬂSURANCE COMPAMES DO NO! WAN‘I‘ YOU
TOKNW YOUHMIEROGNTS GET THE CARE YOU NEED! l
' FOR YOUR FREE REPORT 1
1-800-282-1993 1

(TOLL FREE 24 HOUR RECORDED ME‘-‘-SAGE'
--uu-m------ﬂ

I.UN(H & SHRTG
~ with Santa:

~ Dec. 16th * 10-n0on

Spacial Matinees:
Dec. 20th-31st » 1-4pm
— ‘New Year's €ve

S Mllhnnlum v2000 B
- Shate Party:

Dec 31st ¢ 7:30pm-7om

o EQ? Advonce Tickets $25.00
‘ (At the Door $30)

~SKpTPTETATOq

MH flonda ¢ Canton ¢ (734) 459-6401

VI minaN whakuas

T AT Lt
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- piano, She is from Fin-
lamd.

The Observer & Ec(-m!‘r‘icl St;.'mm',.I)b:(‘f;M.BER u 1999

STAFF WRITER

- rekoglund@oe.homecomm.net

dents, this holiday season will be their first
| away from home . They will think about family
and friends back home. but. thanks to host fami-
lies, few will be homesick. They leok forward to
participating in American holiday cuatumw and
sharing a few of their own,

Ha uskaa joulua! T
If Satu ' Rehumaki, 17, a foreign exchange stu-
dent at Plymouth Canton High Schaoel, were

F{r hundreds of area foreign exchange stu-

spending the holidays at home in Oulu, Finlund,

she would head to the sauna on Christmas Eve
morning. It's a Fummh tradition. “It’s ta get clean
for the new vear.” she said. ‘

She would attend chureh with her family in the
late afternoon and sit down around 6 p.m. to a
feast of ham and several vegetable
Afterward, there would be a visit from S8anta
Claus. or Joulupukki, who, dcumimgto Rebumaki,
comes from Finland.

“Ya, he lives there, in Lapland.” :

Co ‘ - This year,
Rehumaki
may play a few
Finnish
Christmas car-
ols for her host
parents, Ken

for 10 vears,
and the Can-
ton Rotary,
which spon-
sored her visit,
- rented a piano
for her, Or she
may attempt
once again o
make Finnish
meatballs with
her host dad.
Their itnitial
effort for a
school project
was less than
successiul,

‘ STAFF PO RY PALL HURSCHMANN
Muslc: Exchange student
Satu Rehumaki plavs the

dill relish in

cassernles .

and Mary
Beardsley. She
has studied

clasrical music

“It was hke " part in o Christoiaz play,

meatballs with ‘

ring yule customs

‘ ‘BY RENEE SKOGLUND

the middle,” %ald Ken Beardsley, "After we wtlﬁ
ened it up to make it stick, | wasn'L sure it was
'me:ah” ‘ :

Mutlu Yillar!

Boseninr
comes from Ankara,

‘Melis Mani, 13,

School in Livonia, Turkey.

‘She has settled mto the home ot Ron and Deanna

Gaffne; compliments of the Livenia Rotury's for-

‘eign exchange student program. She witl be with

the Gaffhes through the holidays ln—mnt mov mz, 0n
to two more host families.

Although Mani 5 a veteran wrave Jer . Luxen-

bourg, France, Italy, Spain, Groeeee and Puf;..nn

this is her first stay in the United States amd her

first time away {rond home for New Yeoar's Fve,

‘Turkey is predominantly a Musiim country, so
the holiday emphasix is on Dec.
Dee. 25, said Mant. On New Year's Fye, after
exchanging gifts and eating a big dinner ot stufled
grape leaves, rice and spiced chicken, “he and her
sister, Bercis, 21, go out with {riends.

“We don't sleep that night,” she sawid) snaling

Sounds like a typically American wuyv to celes
brate, except for one unusual tradition;

“In Turkey, five minutes before the new yvear.
people change their underwear for new ones, like
new red ones, They think it will bring good Tuck to
th(*m and it will bring them money in the new
year.”

When told by the Gqffne « that =he had to make o
Christmas list. Mani at first deew a bk Howes-
er, she's a fast learner. and certiin CLs soon came
to mind by groups such ax Reorpions, Cranberries,
Shania Twain and Smash Mouth.

“We sat down and eame up with abuut 30
things.” said Deanna Gafine.

Frohliche Weihnachten! Glaedelig Jul!
Feliz Natal!
That's “Merry Christmns”
and Brazilian Portuguesce.
Anne-Katrin Grosse. 16,

In (reroran, Lianisi

of Germany, Seeren

Roepstorff, 15, of Denmirk. and Anna liviera

Cuamara. 17, of Brual are forelgn exchange stu-
dents at Garden City High School. ItU's the first
nme they have been gway from fhome fur tie 1o
days.

In the Grosse housebold, Chiristmas Eve eviebre
tions be fan carly in the dov withh o brrthday party
for a eousin. \ftuvmrd the tanaly visits the
graves uf their grandparcots By 5 po,
church, where Grosse plavs thie Gute and takes
Her o
remains at home ta prepars ditiner
tree, ‘ :

bdest brativer

at Churehill High'

31 rather than

they're i

and tronothe

Teach your children well

Gtvlng Ch/zstz Sm:tb (right) buys food (c'rtzﬁmres from Helen Verseles. manag
er of Kroger in Garden City, for the needy at Christmas. Smuth savs people rice u’
“to help the poor all vear, not only at Christmas. She and brother Joff save by {
tles and cans all year for this effort. Thev are the children of Gloria _‘wurh of
Dearborn and grandc‘hzldrm of 'I’}mmm Cousin n)‘ ﬂm/!umi

Deadhne near for yule contest

and plagues wall be awarded to

Caward may either write (o the

U The 13th annual Christmas | the winners at a regular meeting - Westland Cov ek - Hw.;-;

Demratmg Contest wall take Tuesdav, Jan 18, 2000 There 36601 Feed Hoad, Sesthand

place thid year under the span- wall be first- second: and thord ANIsS0 o0 cast Patricis Gibbans

sorahip of the Westland Uity place winners. : S R TP R S TS B LS

Touncil. Council President San- The council wall ln,nk at ol iyl ‘

drn Cicireth will chair the event. - nominations Wednesday Dee 22 [RIETI Y Cenvanatags weoil
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CALT pm Tuesday. Dec 14,
Weatland Maver  Rohert
Thomas wili host a bive eallan
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Weethind,
Sthirectars
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nel 12 andd Amiericast Channel
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guestions regarding the ity -
Y2K preparations Jmning the
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numagemient mfornutong
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tems director.
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Talking turkey: Melis Mani, 18, a senior at Churchill High S‘chrx)! in Livonia, comes
from Ankara, Turkey. She has settled into the home of Ron and Deanna Gaffne,
Courtesy r)fthc» Livonia Rotary. She'll be with the Gaffnes through the hohdayc

U pon rmurmng home, Grosse and her other
brother wait outside until her parents ning a bell
announcing that all preparations have been com-
pleted. Only then can the younger children enter
wnd sev the Christinas tree for the first time,

The evening is filled with games, story telling.
singing and music, with Grusse playing the flute
and her brother the guitar. Celebrations continue
for a few days. The family dines at a special
restaurant on Christmas Day, and on Dec. 26,
(frosse's mother roasts the traditional goose and
sorves it with red cabbage and chestnuts.

Christmas is always festive, since it's the oniy
time Grosse's oldest brother ig home. “That is the

most imnortant thing ['1l miss on the holidays:

playving games with my big brothers.”

Roepstorff lives in Valloe, an old, small town
south of C openhagen that has a castle and an
ancient church. Uncles, aunts and cousins come
over tu share Christmas-Eve celebrations.

"\.\“t'»“r\rnlf‘\' mn(-‘]) ronk ;‘1” dﬂy'“ hP sau’i. "“'(-' h‘ﬂV(—'
duck with potatoes and a special salad. As a
dessert, we eat ris a la ‘'mande. That's rice and
cream with cherry sauce. We put an almond or two
in it We always say. ‘Whose got the almond™
When vou have it, you try to hide it,” ‘

After dinner, the family lights the candles on the
Christmas tree, “It has to be a real tree and real
candies,” said Roepstorff. “And then we just s1t and
tove tun and open the prvwms It takes pretrv

much all night.”
In Brazil, it is not the custom to have a big

(, hristmas tree or lots of decorations. *We don’'t
said Camara. The
“hi('b {g ,

have Santas in all the places.”
cmphasiz i
eaten quite late. Camara, Grosse and Rnepbmrff

1 fn ?k:.- (ﬂ"vr\'quuu F\ru n-\u,ﬂ

are amazed at how (dl'lV Americans eat their main

meal.

“You can only eat at 11:30 p.m. or midnight
because that's Christmuas.” said Camara “Before
we vat, we have champagne and wine " Her father
usuallv supplies the wine. “because he doesn’t
know how to cook ™ : o

Every family contributes to the meal, which
includes rurkey, ham. rice - "We need to have
rice!” - and apecial Rrazilian fowl known as
“chester.” The bird is eaten onlyv at Chnstmas.
e, it's the best.” said Camara.

Guests finally head home around 2um

Christmas day ix guiet and =pent with famnly “
sleep until noon.” said Camara

These foreign exchange students are not so ¢if
ferent from our own Thevyve leartied to love Oreo
cookies, doughnuts. turkey dressing and anvthing
from Taco Bell And although thev are far away
from home. theyv all ore certain Santa will remem
ber them :

“I'm sure he will find me.

was £o e said frosse
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