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TODAY 
COMMUNITY LIFE 

Helping hands: The West
ern Wayne Skill Center in 
Westland, affiliated with 
the Livonia schools, is rec
ognizing the individual 
efforts of students who 
are reaching out to the 
community through a 
schoolwide program. / B l 

AT HOME 

Design Inspiration: Area 
interior designers are 
among those who created 
rooms for Ideaffouse, a 
display of two different 
types of living spaces for 
differentresidents. /D6 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Theater: "Forgiveness" 
unites the cultures of 
China, Japan and Korea 
in a contemporary work 
featuring elements of the
ater, dance and 
musia/EX 

Popular music: Paradime 
can hold its own among 
the best hip-hop artists. 
The Livonia rapper was 
nominated for two Detroit 
Music Awards. / E l 
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It matters: Go with your 
feelings when you hire 
someone to sell your 
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Anderson announces House bid 
A veteran Westland City Council member who 
iust started his ninth year in office has 
become the first candidate to announce offi
cially that he is a candidate for the 18th Dis
trict state House race. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAitwitrru 
dctemOoe JuHBecomm jxet 

Third-term Westland City Council
man Glenn Anderson on Wednesday 
announced his Democratic bid for the 
18th District state House seat, vowing 
to toughen workplace safety standards, 
cut taxes when possible and seek equi
ty in school funding. 

"I plan on running a hard race," he 
said. "We're going to get there." 

Anderson, 46, confirmed his rumored 
candidacy amid 50 to 70 supporters 
who gathered at the Hellenic Cultural 
Genter on Joy Road. 

He became the first contender for the 
18th District seat occupied by state 
Rep. Eileen DeHart, D-Westland, who 
can't seek, re-election due to term lim

its..,. 
"It's a big step for me," said Ander

son, a quality control employee for 
Ford Motor Co.'s assembly plant in 
Wayne. "It's one that I'm proud to take 
and hopefully do a great job for the 
city;" 

Anderson unveiled several key issues 
he hopes to address if elected: 

• He vowed to help local govern
ments stave off state interference in 
local affairs, 

• He pledged to protect state-shared 
revenues from some Lansing legisla
tors who try to siphon money from local 
communities. 

• He promised to combat s ta t e 

efforts to tamper with a gas tax formu
la that helps provide money for local 
roads. 

• He said he will fight for equitable 
funding among public school district*. 

• He vowed to support tax cuts when 
possible, but not when essential ser
vices are threatened. "I believe in 
returning money'back to the taxpay
ers," he said, 

B He stressed the need to strengthen 
and enforce worker safety standards. 

*The enforcement has really dropped 
in the last eight years," Anderson said 
during a post-announcement interview 
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learning to swim: Clarissa Ehle, 5, ofRedford enjoys her swimming lesson at the Wayne-West-
land YMCA Monday afternoon. She was taking part in family swimming instruction. For more 
on the swimming, please see page A3 of today's Observer. 

tapped 
BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITES 
dclemOoe.hoinecomia~net 

In a show of solidarity, Westland 
City Council members Monday gave 
sweeping support to Joann Seaberg as 
the new city clerk. 

The 7-0 vote followed a bitter clash 
that erupted whe-n a council majority 
fired former Clerk Patritia Gibbons on 
Jan.18 

Although some council members 
favored an outside search before hiring 
a new clerk, they didn't try to derail 
Seaberg's appointment. 

"I think it would be very detrimental 
for her to come into that position know
ing that she had split support from this 
council," Councilman Glenn Anderson 
said. 

Seaberg, an Id-month deputy clerk 
and 13-year city employee, started her 
$64,085-a-year job without an interim 
tag that some council members had 
discussed. 

"I do appreciate the support and 
assistance that council is giving me," 
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will include senior center's 
B Y PABJHLL CLEM 
STAftWJUTCR 
dcle*cOo«.hofliecoi&iiiJQet 

Mayor Robert Thomas predicted that 
no financial discrepancies will be found 
when auditors this year scrutinize the 
budget of Weatland's senior citizen 
resources director, who is retiring April 
14 in the wake of a gambling scandal. 
"I think that when the audit comes 

in again, it will show there was no 
impropriety there," Thomas said Mon
day. 

His statement came after two resi
dents - upset that senior Director 

Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek gambled at a 
Detroit casino during work hours -
called for Scrutiny of her department's 
funds. 

During a West land City Council 
meeting Monday, resident Judi Corn-
foot called for a "complete audit" of 
funds at the senior Friendship Center. 

The city's auditing firm will examine 
senior center books this summer when . 
it review* spending for all depart
ments, Thomas said. 

But senior Judith Marentette raised 
questions about a senior department 
building fund that Thomas conceded 

receives community donations but has 
no city oversight-

"It's not taxpayer dollars,* he said. 
Even so, Thomas said he felt confi

dent that all donations are used to 
improve the center. 

"I think someone should be checking 
some things over there," Marentette 
said. "I hope the city will follow 
through on this situation." 

Thorrias indicated that he may make 
some changes in the way the depart
ment is run, but he defended 
Kozorosky-Wiacek and said her ability 
to raise community donations has 

made Westland senior programs 
among the state's best. 

Kozorosky-Wiacek admitted three 
weeks ago that she and two of her 
employees Went to.MotorCjty Casino in 
a city van. 

She conceded they made ^several" 
trips but said they spent their own 
money She said she played 50-cent slot 
machines. 

Some residents and city leaders have 
asked Kozorosky-Wiacek's critics to 
place her 23-year city career in per
spective. 
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future of incinerator? 
BY DASJUELL CLEM 
8TAf# WRTTM 

Westland city leaders Monday can
celed a May 9 election for a garbage-
dUpoea) tax and vowed to try to pull 
out of a 37-year incinerator agreement. 

Voters will not be asked to renew a 
l - m i l l garbage-disposal tax that 
expires in June 2001 - a move that will 
return $60 a year to the owner of a 
$120,000 home. 

"It isn't a lot of money for moat peo
ple, but it is a lot of money for people 
on fi*ed incomes," Mayor Robert 
Thomas raid. 

His remarks came Monday, on the 
same Might the Westland City Council 
voted 7-0 to cancel the May 9 special 
election. 

Thomas also has directed City Attor
ney Anfelo Ptakaa to try to find a way 
for the dty to pull out of an incinerator 
contract that remains in place through 
2 0 3 1 

1 don't think that wel l And a way 
out," Thomas said, "It's a long shot, but 
it's worth looking at." 

Westland pays $4 million a year to 

dispose of garbage arid to pay off its 
share of debt owed on a Dearborn 
Heights-based incinerator, Public Ser
vices Director Richard Dittmar said. 

City officials have become increasing
ly angry that Westland is paying incin
erator costs of $57 a ton while some 
Downriver communities are shelling 
out $16 a ton to send garbage to land
fills. 

Moreover, Councilman Richard 
LeBlanc said Westland is paying five 
times the incinerator costs that have 
been offered to some communities. 

LeBlanc said Westland could try to 
withdraw from tbe incinerator agree
ment by forming a coalition with four 
other cities locked into long-term con 
tracts - Garden City. Wayne, Inkmter 
and Dearborn Heights. 

Councilman David Cox agreed that 
"there might be a better deal out there 
for us, and I think we should look into 
i t -

Residents such as Ron and Cheryl 
Graunstadt have long voiced opposition 
to the incinerator. Ron Graunstadt on 
Monday called the long-term contract 
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For seniors 

S t U T PHOTO I t Ttm HAWUft 

Keeping fit: State Reps. Eileen DeHart (left) and Doug Bovin 
(left center) take a tour with Westland Friendship Center 
Director Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek (center). Working out in 
the exercise equipment room are Jim Griffin and Carol 
Sparks of Westland. DeHart and Bovin are port of the In 
Home Task Force, which held a hearing at Thomas F Thy tor 
Towers Monday. For more, please see page A W. 
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BY DIANE GALB AftitlAm 
SPECIAL Warns 

It's like taking a tour on vacation, only this 
one can be done during a lunch break in your 
hometown. 

The traveler follows a trail through five 
communities and learns about local folklore 
complete with murder, Native American 
tales and intrigue from historical markers 
that are miles apart and act like pages of a 
mystery novel Vignettes about the area's 
first settlers seem to come alive on the jour
ney and the history lesson becomes a game. 

The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek takes 
about an hour to complete as the excursion 
oleanders through five communities, 
Wayne, Westland, Livonia, Garden City and 
Inkster. 

Daryl A. Bailey, vice chairman of the 
Westland Historical Commission, developed 
the local trail last year, after being smitten 
by a similar one at Shiloh Battlefield, a 
national military park in Tennessee. 

"We had ail these historical markers that 
no one notices anymore," Bailey said. "It's a 
way to have fun and learn some history. The 
historical conunission is all about that. This 
is a small step toward that goal and it's 
great." 

The local trail begins on Wayne Road at 
the Westland Historical Museum at the site 
of the old Kenton Farmhouse, Next door is 
the Collins House, which is the permanent 
site of the Westland Historical Commission's 

archives., • 
Brochures are. available at the' museum 

and serve a* a guide to the 10 locations on 
the trek. It also asks 10 questions with the 
answers found on the historical markers. 
Anyone who completes the 10 questions 
receives an embroidered patch available at 
the Westland Historical Museum. 

The patch was designed by Bailey's wife, 
Sherrye. 

This gives pur community a sense of its 
history and there's a lot of information about 
important events," explained Jo Johnson, 
Westland Historical Commission president. 
"It gives the community a sense of pride." 

Johnson said she was disappointed vith 
the response to the trek, because only 10 
people have been documented as completing 
the trail 

There hasn't been as many a$ we'd like to 
have gone through it," Johnson said. "We're 
hoping the spring and summer will bring 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and even senior 
citizenB out to it." 

Driving south on Wayne Road, the street 
curves and leads the traveler past a Dairy 
Queen, Daly's Restaurant and other quaint 
storefronts reminiscent of a small town up 
North or down South. 

On a rainy spring day, the windshield 
blurred the view and the everyday sights 
were replaced by images of horse-drawn car
riages and Native American hunting parties 

The first stop tells a story about Johnson's 

Tavern on westbound Michigan Avenue at 
Wayne. In fact, the man who bought the tav
ern was hanged for murdering his wife. It 
almost makes live traveler want to return to 
the history books to find out more. 

The next Btop is the Patch in School on 
Newburgh, then to the Newburgh Cemetery 
on Ann Arbor Trail. Back onto Wayne Road, 
the time traveler is taken to the Holliday 
Park Apartments where an historical plaque 
describes the last encounter between Native 
Americans and pioneers in southeast Michi
gan-

"It began when a small band of braves led 
by Chief Tonquish stole some freshly baked 
loaves of bread and ended with the death of 
the chief and his son,* according to the 
Nankin Township Pioneer Trek brochure. 

The next stop is the historic Nankin Mills 
on Ann Arbor Trail. In the 1800s, farmers 
brought their grain there to have it ground 
into flour. After a few more markers, the dri
ver is led back to the Westland Historical 
Museum where the journey began. 

The brochure ends with the following note: 
"You have traveled over some of the first 
roads in the area. Along the way you have 
read about some of the early pioneers. As 
you return to your homes, take a minute to 
think how things have changed over the 
years. Would our early pioneers be proud of 
all the changes?" 

BY DAftRELL CLEM 
STAFF WHITER 
WctoiniOogJHHwewHBwi.nat 

Westland fire officials say 27 
people Survived what could have 
been "certain death" after receiv
ing on-the-scene medical help 
from paramedics during the first 
three years of the city's advanced 
life support program. 

"I think it has made a tremen
dous difference," Fire, Chief 
Mark Neal said. 

Paramedics treated 20,880 
patients and - of those - took 
11,244 to hospitals during the 
three-year period that ended 
Feb. 5. 

The statistics are contained in 
annual reports from Neal and 
Battalion Chief Michael Reddy, 
emergency medical services coor

dinator. 
A higher percentage of 

patients would have been taken 
to hospitals, had it not been for 
paramedics' expertise, Neal said. 

"We have been able to apply 
emergency room procedures in 
the field," he said. 

Westland firefighters receive a 
higher level of training than 
they did when the city only had 
a basic hie support program. 

Fire officials and city leaders 
embarked on advanced life sup
port services in February 1997, 
becoming what Neal has touted 
as the first western Wayne 
County community to offer the 
program. 

Westland has 61 licensed 
paramedics. 

The latest annual report for 
the year ending Feb. 5 notes that 
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paramedic* saved eight people 
from "certain death," bringing 
the three-year total to 27. 

Fire officials say those who 
would have died suffered from 
heart attacks, severe diabetic 
seizures, drug overdoses, a chok
ing incident and, in one case, an 
accidental hanging. 

"In each of these cases, the 
patient had no vital signs evi
dent, and our paramedics 
revived them," the latest report 
from Neal and Reddy said. 

"There are scores of (other) 
patients whose lives were also 
saved by the quick intervention 
of our paramedics, who provided 
intravenous fluids and medica
tion* which prevented them from 
deteriorating and losing vital 
signs," the report concluded. 

Former Fire Chief Michael 

support 
Reddy •- father of the battalion 
chief - has been credited with 
bringing advanced life support 
services to Westland. He had 
touted the program for years 
before the city initiated it 

Annual reports indicate that 
most residents who benefit from 
the advanced life support pro
gram are Westland residents. 

During the third year, 70 per
cent ot patients who were helped 
by paramedics actually lived in 
Westland. 

That compares to 72 percent 
during the first year and 71 per
cent during the second year. 

Neal said the paramedic pro
gram wilt continue to be 
improved as the city moves to 
provide new services such as bet
ter blood clot-busting drugs that 
could help stroke victims. 

Jim CouMard Jack Martin 

to focus 
on student topics 

Two Wayne-Westland educa
tors will discuss topics such as 
"mainstrearoing" special educa
tion students, youth drug use, 
parental involvement in educa
tion and student violence during 
a program that will air at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 28, on Westland 
city government cable station, 
WtNB. 

Jim Couillard, high school 
counselor, and Jack Martin, high 
school psychologist, will be the 
featured guests on "People 
Worth Watching," a local pro
gram hosted by Deputy Mayor 
Qeorge Gillies and Westland 

City Council member Sandra 
CiciroUi. 

"We believe this program will 
not only highlight these two gen
tlemen and the significant differ
ence they make in the school dis 
trict, but will be very informa
tive to bur viewing audience," 
Gillies said. 

The program was to be taped 
today for viewing starting on 
Tuesday. It is part of an ongoing 
series that has featured local 
people - most recently Adams 
Middle School Principal Celes-
tine Sanders. 
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Family affair: Above, Katie Armstrong, holding son 
Austin, works on strokes with Donna Ehle and Ekle's 
daughter, Clarissa. Swimming classes at the Wayne-
Westland YMCA are popular. At right, Donna and 
Clarissa Ehle work on swimming, 

Swimmers 
flock to YMCA 
BY JUUE BROWN 
STAFF WR1TEH 
jbrown@oe.homecomm.net 

"That looks better," swimming instructor Katie 
Armstrong said in an encouraging tone. 

She was in the. pool Monday afternoon at the 
Wayne-West land YMCA, working with Donna 
Ehle, who can swim. 

"I'm just trying.to straighten her out on strokes." 
Armstrong said. Also in the pool were Armstrong's 
.son, Aust in . 13 months , and Ehle 's daughter . 
Clarissa, 5, 

Clarissa Ehle takes swimming lessons a I Liu? 
YMCA. on 'Wayne Road south of Cherry Hill-in 
Westland. 

"Actually, this is the second week." her mom said 
of the family instruction. "We really like it." 

Clarissa's been swimming two years already. 

goitig to the beach," said Donna Ehle. a Red ford 
resident. 

For information on swimming instruction at the 
Wayne-West land YMCA, call < 734 p 721-7044. 
Christy Nolan, local YMCA executive director, said 

• AH the metro Detroit YMCA* have 
pools, Nolan added, deeeriMng swim
ming as 'a core program/ Enrollment 
tends to climb in the springtime with 
concerns about children's water 
safety. Lessons offer a good social 
environment as well, he said. 

swimming'instruction is popular. 
A family membership includes free swimming 

lessons, he said, which has helped to boost mem
bership. 

"It's an activity you can do year round." The 
whole family can join in. Nolan said, and the 
water1!* warm 

All t h e metro Detroit YMCAs have pools, he 
. added, describing swimming as "a core program.'' 
Enrollment tends to climb in the springtime with 
concerns about children's water safety. Lessons 
offer a good social environment as well, he said. 
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A natural: Katie 
Armstrong's 
son, Austin, 13 
months, takes 
to the water at 
the Wayne• 
Westland 
YMCA pool. ; 
Armstrong wop 
busy teaching; 
swimming 
Monday after
noon at the 
YMCA. 

On the job: 
Principal Mike Seltz 

shows one month's 
worth ofciga rettes 

and lighters that 
hare been collected. 

want to be 

BY LARRY O'CONNOR 
STAFF WRITER 
]oconnor#oe.homecomin.nrt 

In Mike Seltz' desk sits 20 or 
so packs of cigarettes lie won't 
smoke them. 

Rather, the Livonia Alterna
tive Education'principal plans to 
send a burn ing let ter - alone; 
with the cigarettes - to tobacco 
manufacturers, 

The packs are evidence for the. 
humbier of s t u d e n t s who. lost 
educational privileges Iwcnuse of 
smoking on school p rope r ty . 
Seltz said He'd like to remind 
tobacco manufacturers of that 

Student Shnlena Tate's apa-
rettes won't be part 'of the ship 
ment 

Tate 's ntii'ttmp. The Rod ford 
s t u d e n t is he lp ing ffalvam.ze 
other alternative ed students at: 
the Rentlev Center tit (five up the 
addictive habit through a new 
smoking creat ion program. "Not 
on Tobacco" 

One month into the program. 
10 to 18 of HO classmates have 
signed on They've attended pre 
sentations by St, Mary Hospital 
Wellness staff H"d other health 
experts 

They've neon black encrusted 
lungs of a smoker arid passed 
mound a yar of tar. a byproduct 
nf cigarette use During a "Butt 
Head" workshop s t uden t* 

learned the ingredients used in 
cigarettes, 

"Menthol^ are k i l l e r s / Seltz 
said "Kids are puking up blood; 
It 's like .sucking on fiberglass 
insulation." ; 

Students are in various •stages 
of quitt ing. Those ]?< and over 
will use nicotine patches 

Tate, is down to a half-pack 
from a whole pack a day 

""I know 1 need to quit." Ta te 
said. 

Her story is all too familiar 
She started smoking at age 15, 
thinking "it wa.H cool," 

Though Tate contends smok
ing never affected her ability to 
learn, she admits often leading 
:-dvn>! to have a cigarette. 

"The absences caused me prob
lems." she Haid 

A disproportionate .amount >if 
al ternative education s tudents 
smoke . Self/ e s t i m a t e " more 
than half in t h e program u*> 
tobacco 

Experts also warn smoking at 
an early age is oil en a gateway 
14• other drug use 

Some start as yonng as s years 
old, saul Loretta Zinies. a faeih 
l a tor in the student assistance 
program sit lientley; 

The N O T program use* odu 
e.'i'tinn and r e s e a r c h , whiMi 
(ipl'veai's to br Minkuig in 

i wntdii 'd .» nun io and iu-t 
i h c \ • w i ii 11 • .* .it what priip 1« 

BTJJT PHOTO BT TOH IU»'ir> 
would look like when thev smoke 
,, the wrinkles, their skin, their 

teeth," Tate said, "it made me 
think a lot more," 

Simply t e l l ing kids not to 
smoke doesn't work, she said 
They need to see and understand 
the effects. 

"Every kid will try to be a kid," 
she said. "You can't tell a kid not. 
to smoke and then turn around 
and smoke. 

"*You have to educate the kids 
and talk to them." 

What motivation doesn't come 
from the program. Tate finds it 
in the eyes of girls half her age 
She'* a nanny for t h r e e giris, 
ages 9, ft and 6. whr^e mother 
died. 

Tnte doesn't smoke in front u! 
them She gu<is outside instead 

Lately, she's caught one of tin 
girls peeking out ibe window 
T:ite warns them. nbmit the dan 
kier*. 

Mlf ihrv. smoke, that w ill i/e.diy 
upset me "na id Tate , U>, w In1 

plans to take a college e l a ^ and 
then join the Air Force 

School staff are . impres sed 
with T a t f * effort to kick tjw-
habit and the efforts <»t <»1 h>'vs 

"1 think it shows nHighl ard 
motivation iin their part, /n"ni'•• 
«nid "! don't think students here 
gel enough cred.it for their «kiii* 
.nid iher dnve from thi Hi-' vu ' 
,,,1 1 he community 

Yeah, you look cool. 
F.e'yone will want to be seen in-embroidery from Monkeywear 

Mane in the USA and imported.. Girls' sizes 7.- '6 
Black tank top, cotton/rayon,-spar,dex. Sr;-,r 

BiacK capn pants, cottQn/rayon-'SDa^dex Sy-4. 

Pink dress,cotton/nylon, spardex, S.10; 

In Girls. 

I 
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SHOPPING HOURS* MON-SAT 10-9 • OPEN SUN AT NO< 
www,|^po!wo*i»,c©fri 


