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Standoff 
is over 
BY DABRELL CLKM 
STAfTWETItt 
delemOoeJuunecomiiuiet 

A Westland man tried to run over 
his wife with his pickup truck and 
then held their two children hostage 
inside a house during a two-hour 
standoff that ended Wednesday morn
ing when police officers forced their 
way in and arrested the suspect, 
Chief Emery Price said, 

The 39-year-old man's wife suffered 
cuts on her leg from a knife or razor, 
and Price said the suspect also "muti
lated himself." The chief dismissed' 
rumors the incident involved guns. > 

The domestic dispute started about 
4:30 a.m. at 32131 Glen, near Ketter
ing Elementary, and neighbors called 
police when the family terror spilled 
outside about 9:15 a.m. 

The suspect then held his two ele
mentary school-age children hostage 
for two hours in a basement. "Obvi
ously, they were emotionally upset," 
Price said. 

The children - a boy and a girl -
escaped harm, but the wife was treat-
ed for cuts and the suspect has been 
placed in a hospital psychiatric ward. 

The incident came two weeks after 
the suspect threatened his wife with a 
loaded gun, but Lt. Marc Stobbe said 
the woman had since removed 
firearms from the house. 

The suspect left home following 
that incident but returned at 4:30 
a.m. Wednesday, and a domestic dis
pute escalated until he cut her and 
eventually chased her from the house 
about 9:15 a.m., police officials said. 

It in believed she wants a divorce. 
Stobbe said. 

"She ran out of the house* and he 
chased after her in his pickup truck 
trying to run her over," Stobbe said. 

Police arrived to find that the sus
pect had taken the two children 
hostage. The man is believed to have 
been drinking, Price said. 

"He Baid he had a gun, but we 
found no evidence of a firearm," Price 
Baid, 

A police Tactical Response Unit 
tried to end the hostage situation, 
and Price tried to talk the suspect 
into giving up. 

"He refused to open the door," Sto
bbe said, "and the mother was wor
ried that he was in the basement with 
the kids. He wouldn't answer the 
phone or respond to a bullhorn." 

Fearing for the children's safety, 
officers burst into the house about 
11:15 a.m. and arrested the suspect. 

Also helping out was the Westland 
Fire Department's Tactical Emergen
cy Medical Support team. 

The incident occurred near Ketter
ing. 

"We did a lockdown at Kettering 
and canceled (afternoon) kinder
garten to the children wouldn't be 
walking through the neighborhood," 
Wayne-Westland Assistant Superin
tendent Charlotte Sherman said. 

The suspect faces criminal charges. 
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Nice going: School board winner Cindy Schofield gets congratulated by Superintendent Greg 
Baracy after winning the election. At left is Cindy's husband, David Schofield. 

er win 
BY DAHKKLL CLEM 
8TAFF WRITER 
dclem&o«.boinecomm.net 

Newly elected Wayne-Westland 
school board trustees Cindy Schofield 
and Richard Eisiminger say they 
want to boost the image of a district 
that suffered a budget crisis and 
massive program cuts in the last 
decade. 

Td like to see us work on market
ing the district,* said Schofield, the 
top vote-getter in Monday's school 
board election. 

"We need to change the image 
that's out there in the general pub-
tic, Hitiu n i s i u i i u g e i , «ppO>ut£u 
incumbent and second-place finisher. 

But the two winners and their five 
board colleagues will face new money 
problems as the district's budget sur
plus plummets from $10.9 million to 

M i 
Livonia race coverage, A9 

$5.4 million during the next year. 
"We'll be in deficit after that ," 

Superintendent Greg Baracy said. 
"Some kind of legislative relief from 
Lansing is absolutely necessary for 
us to be even partially whole in the 
future." 

With tha t gloomy outlook, 
Schofield, 41 , and Eisiminger, 40, 
won handily in Monday's four-way 
school board race, claiming victory in 
their first election bids and defeating 
third-t ime candidate Marshal l 
Wright and newcomer LeeAnna 
Dtniistou. 

The victors will receive four^year 
terms. 

Schofield garnered 901 votes com-

Please see WIN, AS Rtehart EWmlngef and wtfa K«1 
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Trial 
set in 
sen HI I 
• Former Adams Middle 
School Principal Celestine 
Sanders faces trial in 
Wayne County Circuit 
Court on criminal charges 
related to embezzling. 

BY BARBELL CLEM 
STAFF WRTTCR 
dctaaOoeJiomecoiilnunet 

A Livonia judge Tuesday ordered for
mer Adams Middle School Principal 
Celestine Sanders to stand trial on 15 
criminal charges stemming from accu
sations that she embezzled thousands 
of dollars of school money. 

District Judge Kathleen McCann 
ruled tha t Sanders, 52, should face 
t r ia l in Wayne County Circuit Court 
amid allegations that the popular prin
cipal stole money from student fund
raisers and other in terna l school 
accounts, 

McCann's decision came after 
Sanders, accompanied in court by fami
ly members and friends, waived a pre
liminary hearing and averted pretrial 
testimony on accusations she embez
zled money between Jan. 8, 1998, and 
early last month. 

Sanders also stood mute Tuesday as 
McCann reinstated two earlier-dis
missed charges involving allegations 
that Sanders improperly used school 
mnncy to pay for flowers for personal 
use and for tickets to a YMCA banquet. 

In all, Sanders faces t r ia l on 12 
felony counts of embezzlement over $50 
by a public official; two felony charges 

"~"~~~_ Please see CASE, A5 

Black driver exonerated following traffic stop 
BY DAHEEUL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 
dchwOoeJiainecoiiun.net 

Texas resident Willie Slater, who accused West-
land police of stopping him in his 1994 BMW because 
he is black, was cleared 'lliesday ot ail tratric onena-
es. 

Slater also was refunded his $600 bail and half of 
the money, or $46, that he spent to get his car from 
the city towing yard, court and police officials said. 

His losses: $45 for a June 3 traffic stop that he 
attributed to racial profiling and racism by two West-
land police officers who, he said, stopped him for hav
ing an air freshener hanging from his rearview mir
ror. 

Slater received a warning for the air freshener and 
for an improper turn, but he was arrested and jailed 
for two hours for an unpaid, suspended-license ticket 

from 1999 that he proved Tuesday has been dis
missed in Hamtramck. 

Slater also showed other documents, such as proof 
of insurance and .registration, that cleared him of all 
local tickets, Westland District Court Administrator 
uaviu niatcMsoiu. 

Slater's case was resolved Tuesday - 10. days after 
police officers stopped him at 8:10 p.m. at Wildwood 
and Warren. 

Slater, a former Detroit resident who works for 
Exxon-Mobil Corp. near Houston,.was arrested while 
his passenger, Lynn Thomas, was left to walk home, 

Slater and Thomas had been, visiting Thomas' 
brother in Wayne and were going to buy a telephone 
at Best Buy in Westland when the traffic stop 
occurred. Slater was vacationing in the area. 

Slater accused police of stopping him because he is 
a black man who was driving .a $40,000 car, and he 

said they asked him stereotypical questions such^as 
whether he was a drug dealer or had any guns. 

Police Chief Emery Price has denied that his 
department engages in racial profiling. 

Slater had claimed all along that he wasn't in 
H2mtr°™i£k when the 1909 Hrk*»t. won jHRtied in his 
name T- and that someone else used his identity. 
Until his recent vacation, he said he hadn't been in 
Michigan since 1996. 

Price said he is glad that the case appears to be 
resolved. 

*We don't want those hard feelings and those per
ceptions (of racism) out there," he said. "We want 
everybody to feel welcome coming into this communi-
ty." 

However, he added that police officers need to be 
allowed to stop motorists for traffic infractions. 

T h e guys have a job to do," he said. 

BY J u m BROWN 
BTAFFwyrcn 
jbi'ownwoiiJhQnecoflu&.net 

-
It's been several years in coming, but 

the smiles at the 18th District Court 
Monday afternoon showed the wait was 
worth it. 

"We're excited about it," Judge C. 
Charles Bokos said of 
renovatibn/expansion at the Westland 
court. The groundbreaking was held 
Monday. 

Court officials have been working 
with the mayor, city council and others 
on the effort for about four years, said 
Bokos, chief judge. A jury assembly 
room will be included, along with a 
substantial increase in the clerk's area. 

The new probation department will 
have a waiting area, and therell be a 
spot for paying those ever-popular tick
ets 

"It'll reduce traffic in the hallways," 
said Bokos, beaming with pride. He 
estimated the work will be done in 11 
months. • 

No courtrooms will be added: there 
are currently two for the judges plus a 
magistrate's, Square footage for the 
new facility will include an expanded 
10,500 feet, bringing the total to about 
25,000. 

Related Community Voice, A14 

Bokos was quick to note the con
struction will be paid for through court 
revenue. Current estimated cost is $3,3 
million. 

"It's a very important endeavor for 
this court," he told those gathered at 
the court Monday. A safe, comfortable 
environment is needed for staff and 
court visitors. 

Bokos thanked city officials, the 
council, architects and others for their 
cooperation. "I think you are really 
going to be proud of this expansion 
when it occurs." 

The court staffs including David 
Wiacek, administrator. Karen Jonea, 
deputy administrator, and Donald Van-
der&loot, magistrate, has also helped a 
great deal, he said. 

Colleague Judge Gail McKnight 
noted the current building, which will 
remain in use, was dedicated in 1978. 
She was a city rouncilwoman then, 
Bokos city attorney. 

This place seemed no bin and it was 
sa big," The workload has expanded. 
McKnight noted.'Victims, lawyers, 
defendants. atafT and others all npfd 
safe facilities, she said 
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Dig Inl The 18th District Court groundbreaking wan a team effort 
this past Monday. Work is expected to take 11 months. 
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OBITUARIES 
KATUN MAMAH AtAttX 

A service for Katelin Mariah Glaael, 2 
yearB, 7 months, is 2 p.m. today, June 15, at 
Calvary Baptist Church, 43Q65 Joy, Canton. 
The Rev. John Shian and the Rev. Roland 
DeRenao are officiating. Burial i« at . 
Parkview Memorial Cemetery. 
. Katelin Mariah was born Nov. 7, 1997, in 
Detroit and died June 12 in Westland. She 
had lived in Westland.; 

Survivors are parents David and Linda 
Glasel of Westland and grandparents Jack 
and Carole Glasel of Canton and Mary 
Malhnger. Grandfather Joseph Mallinger 
preceded her in death. 

Local funeral arrangements were handled 
by McCabe Funeral Home Canton Chapel, 
Canton. 
DOMEY 0. PfRKmS 

A memorial service for Dorsey Perkins, 74, 
of Westland will be 2 p.m. Saturday, June 
17, in Faith fiaptiflt Church of Garden City, 
3026a Marquette, Garden City/with burial 
at Mt. Pisgah Cemetery, Riverside, Ky. Offi
ciating ie the Rev. Luther Stanley. 

Mrs. Perkins was bora Nov. 9, 1925, in 
Riverside, Ky., and died June 5 in Garden 
City! She was a homemaker. 

Surviving are her sons, Bobbie (Kay) 
Perkins and Shelby (Kelly) Perkins; daugh
ters, Patricia (Neel) Kibe, and Jearline Duf
fer; brother, Wesley Ray Morgan; 25 grand
children; and 14 great-grandchildren:. 

Mrs. Perkins was preceded in death by her 

husband, Wesley "Bob" and daughter, Bren 
da (Howard) Kilmartin of Garden City. 
/urn** M. reusm 

Services for Arthur Frusher, 80, of Wayne 
were June 6 in First United Methodist 
Church with burial at Glen Eden Cemetery 
in Livonia. Officiating was the Rev. Fred 
Cooley. 

Mr. Frusher was born Feb. 7, 1920, and 
died June 1 at his home. He was a senior 
specification writer. 

Surviving are his sons, Edward (Janet) 
Frusher, Carlton Frusher and Kevin (Nancy) 
Frusher; daughters, Pamela Ann (John) 
Failer and Alicia Pulley of Westland; and 
seven grandchildren. 

Memorials may be made to Angela Hos
pice.. ' . ' ••••• ' 

Arrangement-s were made by Uht Funeral. 
Home. 
ADAA.MAMHAL1 

Services for Ada Marshall, 82, of Westland 
were June 13 in L.J. Griffin Funeral Home. 
Burial was private committal. 

Mrs. Marshall was born March 12, 1918, 
in Morris, Oklai, and died June 12 in Livo
nia. She was a homemaker. 

Surviving are her husband, Russell; sons, 
William (Anita) Higgins, James (Nancy) Hi'g-
gins and Kenneth (Debra) Higgins; daugh
ters, Gloria (Richard) Anthony and Betty 
(Samuel) Stein. 
OPAL A. TANNER 

Services for Opal Tanner, 98, of Wayne 
were June 12 in Uht Funeral Home with 
burial at Cadillac Memorial Gardens WeBtr 
Weatlaiid. Officiating was the Rev. Dan 
Broaddus. 

Mrs. Tanner was born Nov. 7, 1901, and 
died June 8. She was a homemaker. She was 
a clerk and buyer for Mulholland's Dry 
Goods for 42 years. 

Surviving are her daughters, Dorothy Mor
ris and Mary (Woodrow) Jones; 14 grandchil
dren; 25 great-grandchildren; and one great-
.gTeqt-grandi'hild. Several of the grandchil
dren live in Livonia and Westland^ 

Mrs. Tanner was preceded in death by her 
son, Robert Tanner. 
DARREU. D. REDICK 

Services for Darrell Redick, 68, of West-
land wore June 14 in John N. Santeiu & Son 
Funeral Home with burial at Mt. Hope 
Memorial Gardens, Livonia. Officiating was 
the Rev. Dale A. Redick from Cornerstone 
Baptist Church. 

Mr. Redick was born.July 25, 1931, in 
Faulkner. Ark., and died June 10 in Wayne. 
.He was a truck driver. 

Surviving are his wife, Joyce; sons, Darrell 
Jr. (Susan) Redj.ck and Dale (Mimi) Redick; 
brothers, Clarence, Cecil and Harrell Redick 
(his twin); sisters, Minnie O'Quinn, Mamie 
Allen, Emma Gilbert and Martha Walters; 
and four grandchildren. 

Memorials .may be made to Karmanos 
Cancer •Research. 

Westland man charged following police chase last Sunday 
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM 
STAFF WRITER 
hneedhunQoc.honiecomin.net 

A 21-year-old Westland man 
was arraigned on three charges 
stemming from a chase wi.th 
Canton police that extended into 
Romulus and Westland and 
involved officers from three 
police agencies. 

Daman Lavern Palmer was 
arraigned Monday, June 12, at 
35th District Court in Plymouth 
on two counts of fleeing and 
eluding police and three counts 
of malicious destruction to police 
vehicles, all felonies. Bond was 
set at $5,000 or 10 percent. He 

pleaded not guilty. Palmer's pre
liminary examination was set for 
9 a.m. Monday, June19. 

Canton Police Capt. Laura 
Golles said Palmer couldn't have 
been caught without the coopera
tion of the three departments. 

Palmer "went everywhere,*1 

Trooper Todd Etue of the Michi
gan State Police post in Taylor 
said. 

The incident began around 
1:20 a.m. Sunday, June 11, when 
Canton police responded to a call 
from Palmer's ex-girlfriend in 
the 1500 block of Manton, near 
Ford and Sheldon. She told 
police that Palmer had threat

ened to kill himself at her resi
dence. 

Shortly after police arrived, 
they spotted Palmer 's 1992 
Chevy and attempted to make a 
traffic stop. Instead of stopping, 
however, Palmer reportedly 
accelerated rapidly and fled onto 
southbound 1-275. The'chase 
was hal ted as Palmer 
approached Eureka Road in 
Romulus. 

Canton police returned to the 
Manton residence to finish the 
report when Palmer's vehicle 

. was spotted again, prompting 
another police pursuit, which 
was terminated then restarted 

as Canton officers assisted 
Michigan Sta te Police. That 
chase extended into Westland 
via Ford Road. 

Palmer reportedly called West-
land police on his cellular phone. 
lie asked that the Westland 
police cars back off in exchange 
for hi.s turning himself in. He 
then turned himself in. 

During this pursuit, Palmer 
allegedly ran a Canton patrol car 
off the road, s t ruck another 
patrol car at Gordon and Morri
son and struck an MSP vehicle 
in the Westland Police Depart
ment parking lot. No officers 
were injured. 
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Grads savor 
success 

Thanks! Graduate 
Danielle Johnson of West-
land gets help from hus
band Michael with her 
gown at commencement. 
Commencement was held 
Friday, June 9, at the 
Norman 0, Stockmeyer 
Auditorium at Wayne 
Memorial High School in 
Wavne. 

Adult/Community Education 
graduates for Wayne-West-
land are: April Atkinson, 

Jonathon M. filanton, Ron 
Boggess, Robert A. Brincat, 
Charles Matthew Burkhard, 
Raquel Anntoihette Calhoun, 
Craig A. Command, Candace J. 
Conrad, Krystal Coon, Ediola 
Dushku, Lindsay Ellis, Michelle 
Margaret Eminger, Danny Alan 
Grudzinskas , Pennylee B. 
Habicht, Jeffery D. Howton.v 
Nicholas T. Meier, Jason 
Michael Merchant, Maxie D. 
Mitchell, Cassie Anastacia Mon
roe, Kenneth Scott Mosier, Jacob 
Michael Moss, Michael P. Nadol-
ski, Eric James Ostrander, Chris 

Here we come: Brandi Burklow (left) and Jessica 
Kjellin, both ofWestland, walk to line up for com-
menrvment 

Oyermyer, Sarah Marie Pisko-
rowski, Regina Tyree PoeUnitz, 
Ernest P. Schiffer, Tracy Lyn-
nett Takaehj Matt VanOoyen, 
Randal l C. VanOoyen and 
Robert Elesworth Wilson; 

Graduates from other schools 
are: Dfen Ryan Denbmmei Lewis 
F/. Maroari- and Victoria Ann 
Pringle , John Glenn High 
School; Brandon Charles 
Jamieson, Shatina Marie Laven
der, Ronnie James Slaughter II, 
Lindsey Star Roberts and 
Christopher Michael Saylors, 
Wayne Memorial; Bekim Gocaj, 
Robert James Kelly, Catherine 
Anne Mijal, Jennifer A. Nyka-
rien, Jennifer Lynn Potter, Lucas 
J ames ' Roberts, • ' James • N. 
Thomas and Darren Michael 
Young, Tinkham Alternative. 

GED recipients are Scott 
Edward Ackman, Sherrie Ann 
Bacheller , Larry Fernando 
Bazan, Geoffrey Michael Becker-
leg, Nicole Marie Bialo; Trinidy 
Keith Blackburn, Erin Michella 
Blair, Kenneth Ray Boyd, Ane 
Bozinovich, Tiffany Verneika 
Bryant, Anthony Robert Bullock, 
Jeffrey Lloyd Burden, Brandi 
Lynn Burklow, Gregory Vincent 
Carr , Brian Ashley Carter , 
Angela Marr Caufield, Christina 
Mae Coak, Douglas Daniel Cole
man, Lisa Marie Colter, Gerri N. 
Cook, Nathan A. Corrado, 
Miranda Jean Cronenwett , 
Nicole Lynn'Crum, Ronald Lee 
Culp, Theresa Mary Daly, 
Joshua Anthony Day, Marian 
Louise Dimitrievski, Deana 
Marie Dingman, Rebecca Elaine 
Dinse, Jeremy Michael Duncan. 

Lamar Antoine Ealy, Rebecca 
Ann Evans, Michael Jennings 
Finney, Angela Lynn Flat t , 
Angela Rachelle Gardynik, Tayo 
Ajibola Gbadebo, Ian R. Groff, 
Craig Ira Hall, Richard Sanford 
Hanchett, James Carle Hanlbn, 
Nathanael Adam Hannah, Eliza
beth A. Hart, Darren Nathan 
Harvey, Carrie Ann Hathorne, 
Harold Havro, Candice Ann 
Hendershot, Benjamin Richard 
Hibbard. Kimberlv Nicole Holt. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY 

I did it! 7̂ ¾ all smiles for graduate Edith Powers ofWestland. The 80-year-old quit 
school back in 1937, two credits hours short of graduating. "Kind of thrilling" she 
said after earning her GED and graduating atthe Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools commencement exercise for adult /community education. Her enthusiasm 
was shared by classmates and their loued ones. 

John Paul Hooper, Toni Marie 
Huber, Eric D. Irwin, Marisa 
Clare Jacques , William L.". 
Jarvis, Danielle Lynn Johnson, 
Kimberly M. Johnson, Timothy 
Lee Johnson, Eric Albert Jones,. 
Kevin Lee Jones, Martin John 
Kalbarczyk, Bill Kircos, Melissa 
Lynn Kirkpatrick, Jessica Ray 
Kjellin, Jennifer Kate Kondra-
towicz, Rebecca Lynn Kowalsky. 

Scott Martin Lemon, Matthew 
Joseph Leonard, Aaron S. Lewis, 
Susan Jane Lietz, John D. Lil-
ley', Tiffany Danielle Love, Her
man Shawn Martin, Lisa A. 
McClester, Jason Robert McKee-
han, Kevin Lee McLaughlin, 
Steven James McNally, Daniel 
John Meshriy, David Lenn 
Miller, Scott Allen Miller, Chris 
D. Moore, Kenneth C. Moore, 
Rodrick Patton Mullins, Jereny 
James Nadolski, Michael Dono-. 
van Norum, Bradford Thomas 
Nugent, Judith Ann Nykanen, 
Shannon Nicole Ostrosky, Larry 
M. Parson, Justin Marc Petty, 
Donna Louise Pierce, Robert 
Lance Pilch, Brandon Lee Pon
der, Edith E. Powers, Sarah 
Elizabeth Powers, Daniel 
Edward Pullam. 
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ELMuhammad Rhodes, Tiffany 
Elaine Rickett, Jerry Lee Riewe, 
Ernest Randall Rodabaugh, Cyn
thia Ann Roussey, Stephen Paul 
Ryan, Kimberly Lynn Schafer, 
Stephanie Marie Schultz, Aman
da Sue Sergent, Stephen M. 
Sheridan, Beth Ann Sizeland, 
Shaun Jason Slesinski, Justin 
W. Smith, Roy Eddie Spearman, 
Gabrielle Renee Swank, Michael 
H. Taulbee, Earl Eugene Taylor, 
Dale Stewart Thorns, Marcia 
Elizabeth Turner, Augustus 
Tyler, Joseph C- Vendlends, 
Bridgette Nicole Walsh, Tiffany 
Kay Welch, Michael Robert 
Wieckowski, Megan Elizabeth 
Williams, Tonya Marie Williams, 
Denise M. Wilson, Melissa 
Susanna Winnie, Stephania 
Joyce Wood and Kristin Renee 
Young. 

Scholarship recipients for 2000 
are: Timothy Lee Johnson and 
Justin Marc Petty, Adult/Com
munity Education; Regina Tyree 
Poellnitz, Wayne-Westland Edu
cation Association; Marcia Eliza
beth Turner, Wayne Kiwanis 
Club P.D. Graham Memorial 
Scholarship; Catherine Anne 
Mijal, Wayne-Westland Central 

tion; Tiffany Danielle Love, 
Adult Education Staff. 

Roacitn Offi<*« Administrator'*? Associa-

Good example: Austin 
Blair, 2\ walks with his 
mother, Erin Blair of 
Westland, prior to com
mencement. 
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