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realizes savings on dismantling incinerator
Usually, we have to cut or
stretch dollars to pay for
things," said Westland Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli.
Financially, things are going
pretty well for the five-commuThe first savings came when
nity sanitation authority - tipthe Central Wayne County
ping fees ^e^jiow, the equip?:.. , Sanitation Authority entered a
ment sale ^vas a success and
landfilling agreement with
demolitioh costs are coming in Waste Management after
far less tha^n expected at the
waste-to-energy operation
now shuttered incinerator.
failed financially and the incinerator closed in August 2003.
"It's a very nice difference ~
it's not what we are used to.
Tipping fees paid by the
BY LEANNE ROGERS
STAFF WRITER

member communities dropped
from $63 per ton to $49 per
ton and are expected to be
reduced another $2 per ton
after July 1. When the bond
debt service is paid off in 2007,
the tipping fee should drop to
about $33 per ton.
An online auction was held
to sell off equipment at the
incinerator facility on Inkster
Road in Dearborn Heights.
After paying expenses, includ-

ing a commission for the auctioneers, CWCSA netted just
over $500,000.
"All the sales were completed
around Dec. 20 or so. All the
parties have removed the
equipment except the turbine
generator," said CWCSA
Director Steven Aynes. "They
have until March 15 to move
that. It's a big piece on the
site."
Nearly a year ago, Waste

Management paid $4 million
to the authority for the incinerator equipment, with those
funds earmarked for leasing
and restoring the 33-acre site
in preparation for it being sold.
The $500,000 from the equipment sale would be used for
demolition costs, Aynes said,
with additional expenses billed
to the authority.
Waste Management has
awarded a contract for demoli-

tion of the Inkster Road facility
to Brandenburg, a demolition
company with a local office in
Lincoln Park.
The authority board had
budgeted $4 million for the
demolition, but recently modified the budget, Aynes said,
since it now appears the project costs will be under $2 million.
PLEASE SEE I N C I N E R A T O R , A 5

Medications to go
New pharmacy offers
seniors home delivery
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

With giant drugstore chains locked in a fierce bat- ,j
tie for customers, Westland will be home to a new,
\
independent pharmacy that will provide home deliv- ;
ery of prescriptions.
Choice Pharmacy is expected to open in April in •;
Marquette Mall, a small commercial center on
i
Newburgh south of Marquette.
"We deliver prescriptions, especially to seniors,"
said part-owner Belief Emadamerho Atori, a
Westland resident.
Choice Pharmacy will become only the second truly
independent drugstore in Westland, said city
Planning Director Bruce Thompson.
Atori appeared before the Westland City Council ;
on Tuesday and won sweeping approval for his proposal. Some residents commended Atori for opening
the pharmacy in a vacant storefront rather than trying - like the drugstore chains - to gobble up another^
prominent corner of land,
Councilman Richard LeBlanc welcomed news that
Choice Pharmacy will provide prescription deliveries,
"I think that's great," he said, noting that Atori's
drugstore will be near the senior citizen Taylor
;
PLEASE SEE P H A R M A C Y , AS
HEATHER ROUSSEAU
Margaret Harlow (right), president of the Westtand Rotary Club, and Ann Orozco of the Westland club look over a display of some of the community projects
the local organization has done during the centennial celebration. Westland Rotary meets 12:15 p.m. each Thursday at Joy Manor, on Joy east of Middtebelt.

Junior Misses vie!
for state honors
js

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Rotary clubs celebrate organization's centennial year
BY RUSS HAMMOND '
CORRESPONDENT
!

t was a night of celebration at the
Summit in Canton as local Rotary
clubs from around the metro area
gathered on Wednesday night to
mark the centennial year of the organization.
The lobby was filled with Rotary members in suits and ties and formal gowns
laughing and joking with one another.
The dining room was decorated with balloons and Rotary regalia. It looked and
sounded like a giant birthday party — the
only thing missing were mountains of
gifts.
"I'm excited about the centennial celebration," Scott Wilson, president of the
Livonia Rotary said. "It's great being
club president during the centennial
year."
Twelve Rotary clubs were involved in
the festivities. They were Canton,
Dearborn Heights, Fairlane Sunrise,
Garden City, Huron Township; Livonia,
Livonia A.M., Northville, Redford,
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Romulus, Wayne and Westland.
According to Wendy Fichter, president
of the Dearborn Heights club, presidents
from the all of the clubs formed a committee to set up the centennial celebration. Beginning in August 2004, they
met monthly to plan and organize the
event.
"We needed a spot that would hold a
big crowd; we sold 217 tickets," Fichter
said. "We also got the best deal in
Canton."
The Rotary Club was founded on Feb.
23,1905, by Paul Harris, an attorney
from Chicago. Harris was looking to create a club were there was "friendly spirit"
similar to what he had experienced as a
youth growing up in a small town. The
name Rotary derived from the fact that
the meetings rotated from one member's
house to another.
Over the last 100 years, Rotary
International has grown. According to
Wilson, of Livonia, there are 1.2 million
members in 170 countries.
The Rotary works on both the local and
international levels. They provide food

baskets for local seniors during the. holiday
season, sponsor exchange students, renovate and refurbish run-down parks and
provide medical and dental assistance to
people in third world countries. For example, in 1985, Rotary International decided
that it would muster all of its effort and
work toward eradicating polio from the
face of the earth.
Working in conjunction with others and
giving back to the community were common themes expressed by those at the celebration when asked why they got
involved with Rotary.
"I joined the Rotary to give something
back to the community," said Lisa
Kennedy, president of Canton Rotary.
"What I love about the Rotary is the passion and compassion that all of the members show. These people are amazing spirits."
Wilsonfrom1Livonia echoed her statement.
"I joined the Rotary in 1989," said
Wilson, who is the owner of Livonia
Trophy. "It's good fulfillment for me — I
can give back to the community."

wnaeraJumu ofGarden
• Beginner to Advanced

W@@S( H-MEt a |

City

Lose 5 to 15 Inches
• Feel Great!

s & S 2 (i t j &s C S> a 1 '• W

!

NoUV Exposure
• Look Great*

^ e c

O M B M » TT«*

or

| IffttMyEOip
734*838*9797
I Mimbifslilp
7am-8pm; Sat. 8am-2pm

30032 Ford Road • Garden City •
In Garden City Square, 1/4 Mile W, of Middlebelt • Hours: Man. -Fri.

Regular prices:
s: *79 Enrollment
Enrollr
Fee; i
s?0
Per Month
Month w
ith 1
1 Year
Year flnntrflnt
'29 Per
with
Contract I

n

I

Lauren Perry

Emily Brennan

women from around the f!
state will vie for the rightv
to represent the state at
America's Junior Miss in
PLEASE SEE J U N I O R M I S S , A 5
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Lauren Perry and
Emily Brennan hope tQ.r
find time to do .some
homework this week.
But between rehearsals,
luncheons and assorted
visits around Alpena, the
two Michigan Junior
Miss contestants admit it
will be difficult at best.
"I dread the homework," said Perry who
with Brennan are in the
northern Michigan community preparing for
Saturday evening's
Michigan Junior Miss
Scholarship Program.
"They have a lot of
activities everyday after
rehearsals. We get to go
to the fire station and go
to an elementary school
to read our favorite book
to children."
Perry is the 2005
Wayne-Westland Junior
Miss, and Brennan is the
2005 Westland Junior
Miss. In all 20 young
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Who is Cinderella
really?
21st-century take on
the fairy tale going up
at Detroit Opera House
explores the question.

<La
A2 (w)

LOCAL NEWS

Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, February 27,2005

wwwJtonietownlife.com,

Army reservists welcomed back home at area center
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Four U.S. Army reservists
returned home to Livonia's
U.S. Army Reserve Center this
week after dedicating the past
two years to service in Fort
Benning, Ga.
The reservists - representing the 2nd Battalion, 330th
Regiment ~ voluntarily stayed
on duty for an extra year. They
include: Sgt. 1st Class Daniel
C. Ertle of Grand Rapids, Sgt.
1st Class Scott Schultz of
Ferndale, Master Sgt. Clarence
Womack of Detroit, and Staff
Sgt. Michael Zdunowski.of
Lansing.
While on active duty in
Georgia, the reservists trained
civilians to become soldiers.
"We were not in a life-threat-

ening situation," said Ertle.
But they worked seven days a
week.
Members of American
Legion Post 32 were on hand
to welcome the men home and they brought baked goods.
Diane Bush, Legion member,
said she got the call and came
- it was as simple as that.
"This is a good group of
guys," she said. "They decided
to stay an extra year."
Maj. Miles Davis arranged
for the homecoming celebration, and said "there is good
reason to be proud of their
dedication."
"They have done a great job
representing their unit" he
said.
Ertle called it "very rewarding work." He saw firsthand
the progress and transforma-

American Legion Post 32 Color Guard member Dick Merrill of Plymouth talks
w i t h r e t u r n e d soldiers Staff Sgt. Michael Zdunowski, and Master Sgt. Clarence
Womack.
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tion that took shape among
the civilians who entered Fort
Benning. "These are young
men stepping out into the
world" Ertle said. "They don't
know anything about life."
His role there took many
shapes. He served as a teacher,
a brother, a father, and a coach
to those in training. "That's a
lot wrapped into one," he said.
"The rewards are there."
Schultz said the experience
allowed him to prepare future
soldiers "for today's modern
battlefield."
"I got the opportunity to
train them t and get them prepared. I got the chance to see
them go from civilian to soldier."
He returned Sunday, Feb.
20; and was glad to have time
with his family.
For Womack, "it was the
opportunity of a lifetime."
As reservists, he said, they
train and gain skills they
sometimes don't get to use. At
Fort Benning, those skills were
being used daily, often for 15
hours at a time.
Of course, Womack said he
was looking forward to returning to his job as a firefighter in
Detroit.
"I love active duty," said
Zdunowski.
"There's nothing better than
turning a civilian into a soldier. I'm glad to be home."
He was also thankful for the
Army's support over the past
two years, he said.
During their time at Fort
Benning, the reservists had
the opportunity to take classes

SENSE O F ,
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Major Miles Davis welcomes area soldiers back f r o m a t w o - y e a r d e p l o y m e n t t o Ft. Benning, Ga. The soldiers a r e Master
Sgt. Clarence Womack, Sgt. 1st Class Scott Schultz, Sgt. 1st Class Daniel Ertle, and Staff Sgt. Michael Zdunowski.
-T,

not available to them closer to
home, including airborne
training and combat techniques.
It wasn't a tough decision
for those who chose to stay. In
fact, three of the reservists are
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Bring T u n Back into Your Life1
by Joining us for any of the
Upcoming Events:
* Wednesday 3/2/05 at 2:30pm
Polka Bash with refreshments and
entertainment provided by.Bill
Oddo on the guitar and accordion

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPH^

AH Breed Dog & Cat Grooming
30 Years experience in the
Pet Profession
Specializing in:
Bichon Prise
Shih-Tzu
Havenese
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M on .-sat. Stnn-spm

.Bandana,
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We are yow pet ewe specialists!)
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Wednesday 3/9/05 at 7:0Qpm
Join in the fun of Une Dancing with
"Just for Kicks" Dancers.
Refreshments provided.

in the process of relocating to
Georgia. Only Womack plans
to remain a Michigan resident.
"I'm moving back down to
Georgia," said Zdunowski.
"Seventy-degree weather in
February, you can't beat it."

Ertle will also move to
; *-,
Georgia, and is planning to -j,:
wed. Schultz and his wife are- „.<
also relocating there.
sc3sola@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2054
K
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Rec department, Hoop Stars hosts 'Night Out'
Parents looking for an
evening out should circle
Friday, April 22, and June 3.
Those nights the Westland
Parks and Recreation
Department, the Westland
Jaycees and Hoops Stars
Basketball and Academic
Tutoring will offer Parents'
Night Off.
Parents can leave their children at the Bailey Recreation
Center 6-10 p.m. both evenings
and enjoy a night out while the
kids enjoy a pizza dinner (chips
and a beverage included) and

two activities. The choices
include basketball, cheerlead-,;
ing, math games and arts and .^
crafts, and kids can choose the-;?
same activity for both sessions^;
The event is for children in., ;r,
first through eighth grades an$- cost $20 for one child per <
night off or $35 per child for oh
both. Register by April 19 for . 5; t
the first night off and by May ^n
30 for the June 30 program aV|.
the Bailey Recreation Center,-^
3351 Ford.
.
, , (q
For more information, pall j
Ron Levin at (248) 496-3268,.^

W e s t l a n d HE
734-728*0670
35700 Hunter Ave.
Westland, Ml 48185
West of Wayne

Thursday 3/17/05 at 2:00pm
Join our St. Patrick's Day Celebration
with entertainer Jack Bailey. Green
beer and refreshments.
- Call Ahead t o Reserve Your Space ~
i£r
www.americanhouse.com
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PARDON U S WHILE
WE TOOT O U R OWN H O R N .
We grabbed our horn because we've just
received the results of the 2004 Suburban
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Newspapers of America's (SNA) annual
competition.

Best Editorial Writing Second Place - Troy Eccentric
"Stop Recall, Insure Freedom, Don't Mess With Charter"
Best Column Writing
Third Place - Sandy Armbruster, Troy Eccentric

Our staff received nine awards for
excellence in journalism in 2004. What

Best Editorial Page Cartoon
Second Place, Geof Brooks "Budget Cartoon."

makes this even more exciting is that of
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the 2,246 entries, we brought home more
awards than any other non-daily
newspaper in the state.

Best Opinion Column
First Place - Brad Kadrich, Plymouth Community Editor
Best Sports Writing
First Place, Jim Toth, Troy/Rochester Special Editor Sports
"Court Ruling."

And here they are:
Best Lifestyle Section
Susan Steinmueller - Second Place, Birmingham Eccentric
Best Entertainment Section
Third Place - Filter, Keely Schramm, Nicole Stafford,
Lana Mini, Stephanie Tardy, Megan Penriefather,
Randy Masters, Dan Dean

Best Sports Writing
Second Place - Ed Wright, Plymouth/Canton Special
Editor/Sports "Aluminum Bat Usage Spurs Debate."
Journalist of the Year
Third Place - Kurt Kuban, Canton Community Editor
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Wisdom of (the) Solomons
70, twins spent lives passing on knowledge
BY LEANNE ROGERS
STAFF WRITER

„ From the time they were
youngsters, Warren and
William Solomon were pretty
\vell-known around Garden
City.
"There was about 5,000
people in town - you couldn't
get away with anything," said
Warren, who like his twin
brother recently turned 70. "If
you did something on the west
side of town, by the time you
got home your parents knew
about it."
"Everyone knew the twins the good stuff and the bad
stuff" adds William.
. The twins had moved to
Garden City with their family
about 1942 and graduated
from the new Garden City
High School in 1953. Besides
living in a small town, their
father, William Solomon,
knew a lot of people - he was a
local mail carrier.
CAREER CHOICE
Over the years, the two didn't go far - both became local
teachers.
"You make a lot of friends as
teachers," said Warren, who
retired after 34 years teaching
seventh-eighth-grade science
and mathematics at Vogel and

Radcliff junior high schools
and later Garden City Junior
High School.
William retired after 35
years with Wayne-Westland
Community Schools, where he
spent five years at Marshall
Junior High and 30 years at
John Glenn High School.
"I taught English for 11
years. I was a guidance counselor for 24 years, which
means I didn't work," William
said with a laugh.
Teaching was the family
profession - the Solomons'
younger sister, Beverly
Edwards, retired after teaching her entire career at
Douglas Elementary School.
Born in a farmhouse on
what is now the University of
Michigan north campus, neither of the Solomon brothers
had started out to be teachers.

was going to major in music
and theology but decided he
didn't want to be a minister.
William and Warren also
were both Sunday school
teachers in their younger days.
"We loved it. I'd recommend
that to anyone who might like
to teach or work with youths,"
said William.
The brothers both eventually attended Eastern Michigan
University and moved into
teaching. Warren describes
himself as being shy during his
younger days although both
brothers are pretty gregarious.
"I was scared to death to
talk when I started teaching,"
said Warren. "(Principal)
Charlie Gumina said he couldn't get me to talk in class (as a
student) and then couldn't get
me to shut up (after he was a
teacher)."

Warren was attending the
General Motors Institute to
become an industrial engineer.
"GM made some cutbacks. I
wasn't a yes man - I had new
ideas. I didn't perform as they
wanted me to," said Warren. "I
helped other students so much
sometimes I'd neglect my own
work, so I became a teacher."
"I always said teaching was
better than working. I loved
teaching," added William, who

YOUNG TEACHER
As a young teacher, Warren
said he had students who
knew him by his first name he had gone to school with
their older brothers and sisters.
When they were youngsters,
the Solomons both were paper
boys and later did some work
for the post office to supplement their incomes.
"We got scholarships

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Twins Warren (left) and William Solomon, who recently turned 70, met a lot of people growing up in Garden City and
through their long careers as teachers.

because we were poor and
they needed teachers," said
William. "We were smart, too
- too smart."
William put his experiences
getting through college to use
when he was a teacher.
"We were poor. I was an
expert at getting money for
the kids at school. We had no
counselors then," he said.
Garden City has changed
from the town it was when the
Solomons were growing up.
"Garden City was a small
town," said Warren.
The brothers recall wearing
the first uniforms bought for

the new Garden City High
School band - Warren played
trombone while William
played trumpet.
"The best thing about growing up in Garden City was the
hunting. There were pheasants and rabbits all over - our
mom would cook them," said
William. "We'd hunt for
pheasants year around with
power rifles and catch rabbits."
"We'd protect the crops,"
added Warren.
The brothers are still avid
hunters. Like their sister, the

brothers had moved to Grass
Lake where they had attended
church camp as youngsters.
Warren got tired of driving
50 miles each way to work
and moved back to the area,
living today in Westland, He
and his wife, Beatrice, have
four sons and one daughter.
William and his wife, Nicki,
have two children, named
Nicki and William.
"We quit having kids when
we ran out of names," said
William.
frogers@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2103

Council says no to 24-hour gas station
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Neighbors have won a battle
to keep a gas station owner
from starting a 24-hour business on the southwest corner
of Joy and Middlebelt roads,
on Westland's north side.
In a show of solidarity, residents attended a Westland City
Council meeting Tuesday as
neighborhood spokesman
Dennis Collier urged elected
officials to reject the 24-hour
proposal.
Collier voiced concerns that
late hours could bring in customers after bars close, leading

to possible fights and loud car
stereos in their otherwise quiet
neighborhood.
"We want it denied," he told
the council.
Elected officials sided with
neighbors, who also said the
late-night hours would result
in the Sunoco station's lights
illuminating their yards.
Councilwoman Cheryl
Graunstadt, who lives on the
north side, said the area
already has a 7-Eleven that's
open 24 hours.
"We just don't need it," she
said of the late-night gas station hours.
Station owner Hassan

Harajli already owns a 24-hour
station just one mile away at
Middlebelt and Ann Arbor
Trail, but city officials said that
business isn't as close to neighboring homes. Harajli will have
to settle for keeping his
Middlebelt-Joy station open
from 6 a.m. until midnight, following a council decision
Tuesday.
In a related vote, the council
gave sweeping approval to
Harajli's plans to eliminate the
mechanic work areas at his two
stations so that he can expand
the convenience store portion
of his businesses.
dclemHioe.homecomm.net j (734] 953-2110
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FOR THE RECORD

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, February 11,2005

John Paul Andree Sr.r 86, died.
C
Michael Frederick Childress, 32, of
Fowlervitle, died Feb. I t
F
Florence Fraser died Feb. 22.
G
Elizabeth Gates, 90, of Crestwood,
Ky., died Feb. 20.
H
Rosetta Mae Heath, 88, of
Farmington, died Feb. 20.
James Huffman Hisey, 85, of
Charlevoix, died Feb. 19.
George W. Hoenicke, of Westland,
died Feb. 22.
L
William F. Lamers, 53, of Clarkston,
died Feb. 19.
M
Elizabeth McGuffie, 76, of
Bloomfield Hills, died Feb. 19.
Fred Morantes, 83, of Wayne, died
Feb. 22.
Mildred C. Murdoch, 89, of
Plymouth, died Feb. 18.
Renita R. Murray, of Westland, died
Feb. 16.
N
Gail Ann Napier, 70, died Jan. 31.

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.
Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's Community Life
in Passages on page C5.

Joseph Rowe, 104, of Chatham, III.
formerly of Garden City, died Feb.
23.
W
Herman Weiss, 94, died Feb. 22.
John Charles Wright Jr., 90, of
Williamsburg, Va., died Feb. 15.

CRIME WATCH

Thursday to stand trial for charges
of driving by a north end couple's
house and firing shots at their
parked vehicles.
Robert Mark Green, 35, faces trial
after he waived his right to a preliminary hearing in Westland 18th
District Court.
He faces trial in Wayne County
Circuit Court on charges of malicious destruction of property over
$1,000, discharging a firearm from a
vehicle and felony firearms.
Police arrested Green amid allegations that ballistics tests linked his
.40-caliber handgun to shootings on
a residential street near Merriman
and Ann Arbor Trail.
Police also confiscated several
guns from Green's house.
An investigation has indicated that
Green and the victims didn't know
each other, police Sgt. Chris Benson
has said.
Green is accused of randomly firing at two of the couple's vehicles
while they were parked in front of
their house on Conway on Jan. 21,
23 and 25.

NORTH END SHOOTING
A Westland man was ordered

YOUTH ASSISTANCE

www.hometowniife.coTn

The Westland Youth Assistance
Program is at 36701 Ford Road in an
addition to the Westland Police
Department. The separate glass
entrance facing City Hall and comfortable waiting area allows for private, professional, environment to
assist families in Westland.
Westland youth ages 7 through 16
are referred to Youth Assistance by
the police, courts, schools, parents
and other agencies. Once referred, an intake appointment is scheduled to explain the
BY OARRELL CLEM ~
program's services to the youth and
STAFF WRITER
parents (guardians), and to offer
them the opportunity to discuss
A Westland man faces four
their concerns and to ask quesnew charges of indecent expotions. Alt information discussed is
sure for allegations he drove by
confidential. All services are free to young women and revealed
Westland residents.
himself to them.
If the assessment determines that
Christopher Hardy, 20, faces
a youth is appropriate for Youth
a court hearing March 3 amid
Assistance, the following services
accusations he exposed himself
may be required for the youth:
on four occasions since Feb. 11.
• Life Choices classes.
The latest incidents came
after Hardy was released from
• Drug screens.
an Isabella jail, where he
• Supervised Community Work
served part of a 30-day senService.
tence for earlier exposing him• Jail/prison tour.
self in Westland and Garden
• Team Adventure Challenge.
City, police Sgt. Debra
• Mentoring.
Mathews said.
• Karate.
Hardy's latest arrest came
• Counseling.
Parents are required to participate Monday outside of the
Mervyn's store on Warren west
in a Parenting Skills and Support
of Wayne Road. Angry that he
Group.
had violated earlier court
The Westland Youth Assistance
orders, Westland District
Program is funded by the City of
Westland with additional funds from Judge Gail McKnight ordered
Wayne County, the Federal Office of him jailed on a $1 million
bond.
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, the Target Corporation
A not-guilty plea has been
and North Bros. Ford.
placed in Hardy's court file.
The indecent exposure charges
Office hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
against him carry a one-year
Monday through Friday. Evening
jail term, but, if convicted, he
appointments are available by
could face a longer sentence
request. You also can contact the
WYAA via e-mail at wyaa@wyaa.org. because he is charged with a
felony of being a sexual delinFor more information, contact
quent, Mathews said.
Executive Director Ronael Bowman
or Deputy Director Paul Motz at
In all of the incidents, Hardy
(734) 467-7904.
is accused of exposing himself
while in his vehicle, a 1980
Buick Regal.
RECYCLING
What follows is a chronology
of Hardy's legal woes:
Westland's Recycling Center,
located behind the Economic
• He pleaded guilty Dec. 7
Growth Center at 37095 Marquette,
is open all year for Westland residents only.
Hours of operation through March
31 are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. MondayFriday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
r
Saturday. The center accepts:
• Clean newsprint stacked neatly,
6-15 inches high, tied with twine, or
packed into paper bags. Papers
must be must be dry, no mold. NO
junk mail, catalogs, magazines or
phone books, office paper, computer paper or cardboard accepted.

Man faces four new
charges in indecent
exposure incidents
for an incident that happened
in September outside of
Westland Shopping Center,
Mathews said.
• One day later, he was
arrested for an incident outside
of the 7-Eleven at Warren and
Middlebelt.
• In January, Hardy was
ordered to jail for 30 days by
McKnight, who said the
Garden City incident violated
his probation orders in
Westland.
• Two of the new charges
against him stem from incidents in which a man drove by
teenage girls and exposed himself on Feb. 11 and 12 near the
Farmer Jack store at Merriman
and Cherry Hill.
• A third charge involves
allegations he exposed himself
Feb. 19 outside of Michael's
arts and crafts store near
Wayne and Warren. The victims were women in their early
20s.
• The fourth new charge
stems from a similar incident
outside of the Mervyn's store,
where he is accused of exposing himself to two teenager
girls.
The girls notified store security officers, who called police
to report that a suspicious man
had exposed himself.
"He hung out in the Mervyn's
parking lot," Mathews said. "He
was still in the lot when the
police officers arrived."
dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2110
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INCINERATOR

ing the charges at the landfill.
This helps us plan better for
FROM PAGE A1
that," said Cicirelli. "It's great
that at a time we're struggling
"The board has to decide
with the budget to realize nice
what to do with the extra
savings. And tipping fees will
money - if they pay for other
come down even more with the
things or|give a credit to the
communities" said Aynes. "The proposed (CWCSA) budget."
board has talked about a midBrandenburg has been in
year budget review."
control the property since Feb.
16 and has until Aug. 16 to
The authority board already
complete the demolition and
has approved a credit to the
member communities, waiving restoration. The more than
200-foot smokestack on the
their usual billing for general
property is scheduled to come
administrative costs from
down on March 12.
January tmtil the fiscal year
ends June 30,i Aynes said.
"They will take down a variFor Garden City, jthat means ety of things. It will be more
visible as they move into the
asavingslof $78,120 and
outer buildings on the proper$141,216 for Westland. The
amount of those charges, which ty" said Aynes. "They will do
include the monofill operation, the site restoration - the seeding and grading."
retirement and othjer costs, is
based on;the community's tonEnvironmental studies
nage handled at the landfill.
already done on the property
have come back pretty clean,
"I'm happy to get the money
Aynes said, with additional
back. We're researching
whether ive can use it to pay for tests scheduled once demolition is underway.
our trash collection" said
Garden City City Manager
"They couldn't get through
David Harvey.
the concrete slab (for soil samples). We'll put out a request
Since Garden City had to
replace a bankrupt trash hauler for proposals in the late spring
last fall, Harvey said costs with or early summer," said Aynes.
Midwest Sanitation - formerly "The more test information we
can get the better."
Painter and Ruthenberg - are
higher and will run an addiAbout six-eight inquiries
tional $120,000 over one year. have already been received
"This would go a long way to about the 33-acre site which is
adjacent to an elementary
paying that. I'm pretty happy
that we're getting some money school and surrounded by residential development.
back," Harvey said. "I don't
know what the future of the
"Most of them were interestCWCSAwillbe."
ed in multi-family or a mixed
Planned Development with resHaving a smaller bill to
CWCSA will allow the commu- idential and some commercial,"
said Aynes. "The PD would give
nities to look at some other
sanitation issues, such as curb- more for flexibility. The property has mature woods to the
side recycling, Cicirelli said,
and also proposed higher state north and east that could be
preserved."
landfill fees.
"The state is looking at rais-
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Deadline Monday for schools of choice forms
Parents interested in the schools of
choice program for middle schools_in the
Wayne-Westland Community Schools
have until tomorrow, Feb. 28, to file an
application in the Pupil Accounting Office
at the Board of Education, 36745
Marquette, Westland.
The district is offering district residents
the Schools of Choice program for the
2005-06 school year for students in
kindergarten through grade eight.
The program provides parents the
opportunity to move their child from one
school to another within the boundaries of
the school district provided there is room
available in the school. Transportation to
and from the school of choices must be
provided by the parents or legal guardian.
School district residents who would like
their child to attend an elementary or
middle school other than their school of

residency must submit a 2005-2006
Schools of Choice application.
Schools of Choice applications for elementary school students will be accepted
in the Pupil Accounting Office Between
March 1 and April 8.
No new Schools of Choice applications
will be accepted for high school students.
Applications received according to these
timelines will permit, if space is available,
selected students to begin the 2005- 2006
school year in their school of choice. If
more students apply for a grade or building than there are openings, a random
selection process will be used to select students. The names of students not selected
at this time will be placed on a waiting list
for the 2005-2006 school year.
Current Schools of Choice students
must reapply to remain eligible for the
program.

JUNIOR MISS

are competing against each
other for the Michigan Junior
FROM PAGE Al
Miss title.
When Perry announced that
the book she choose to read, /
Mobile, Ala., in June.
Love You Very Muck, Brennan
While in Alpena, the teens
said she had almost picked
will stay with host families
that one, too. With just two
which they met yesterday at a
days to go before leaving for
luncheon. During the week,
Alpena, she added that she
they will do career/job shadhad yet to make up her mind.
owing, participate in the
America's Junior Miss out"1 don't even know because I
reach program, "Be Your Best
have so many to choose from,"
Self," visit Sanborn Elementary she said.
School in Ossineke and learn
"Oh my gosh" was the
first aid and CPR.
answer when asked about how
many suitcases they were
ALPENA-BOUND
packing,:and as of Wednesday,
clotnes had yet to make the
The Junior Miss Program
transition to them.
will be at 7 p.m. Saturday,
March 5, at the Stanley C.
"Suitcases and bags, our cosBeck Auditorium in Alpena,
tumes are huge," said Perry.
where in addition to the top
Perry was still up in the air
honor, the contestants will
about her gown, admitting
compete for more that $7,000
in cash scholarships and $1.3
million in college scholarships.
Irogers@oe.homecomm.net | (734)953-2103
Both young women are seniors at John Glenn High
School where they gathered in
the lobby of the school
elected officials have said in
recent years that they are weary Wednesday for the presentation of the Junior Miss travelof major chains building so
ing trophy.
many drugstores.
After Tuesday's meeting,
Listening to them, it sound
Atori said Choice Pharmacy
like two sisters talking rather
will deliver prescriptions
than two young women who
throughout Westland. He said
deliveries will be made to certain sections on certain days.

After the deadlines, Schools of Choice
applications will be accepted until Sept 9,
at the elementary or middle school the
parent and/or guardian would like the
child to attend. These names will he added
to the 2005-2006 school year waiting lists
on a first-come, first-served basis.
Building principals will use the waiting
lists to notify qualified students of an
opening. Building principals will be
allowed to place Schools of Choice students only through Sept. 30.
A Schools of Choice student will be
moved back to his or her home school, if
an overcrowding situation occurs within
the first 10 weeks of the school year. After
10 weeks, the student will be permitted to
remain in the school of choice for the
remainder of the school year, provided all
other conditions continue to be satisfied.

that she liked one dress, but
found it cost-prohibitive.
Brennan admitted that she
would be wearing her prom
dress early because "my aunt
bought it for me as a graduation present,"
And both teens agree that
shopping for the program was
no quick trip to the mall.
"Shopping was day-long
process," said Perry

'OH MY GOSH!'
And there was another "oh,
my gosh" about the practices two-three hours on Sundays to
prepare for the question and
answer sessions of the program, not to mention daily fitness and talent practices.
"The pushups are a killer for
me," Brennan said.
"We help them with current

events " said Pat Hermatz, the
president of the Junior Miss
Board of Directors. "It's whatever we can think of or things
high school kids would be
associated with. Usually, when
they go to state, they have to
be up on things."
Also helping with the questions has been 2003 WayneWestland Junior Miss Ashley
Baracy and 2004 Wayne
Junior Miss Leah Potvin.
The excitement of the state
competition aside, both young
women were in agreement
about the week.
"It'll be cool," said Perry.
"Once it's over, we'll be fine^
but everyone is telling us what
an amazing experience this is."
smason@oe.tiomecomm.net | (734) 953-2112
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PHARMACY
FROM PAGE A1

Towers on Marquette.
Atori promised a "personal
touch" and pledged, "We want
to be able to satisfy people to
the best of their desires."
Councilman William Wild
lauded Choice Pharmacy as
"unique." Some residents and
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a * CHOICE HOTELS

Start t h e New Year Fresh.
Get b a c k o n t h e r o a d o f
s u c c e s s . Even if y o u h a d
credit p r o b l e m s in t h e
p a s t or h a v e n o credit
history, t a k e a d v a n t a g e
of low i n t e r e s t rate l o a n s .
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Great Savings This Week At Mike s
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' ^

Your Meat & Deli
Supermarket
38000 Ann Aibor Road » Livonia

(734)
CP£* v e

1st and 2nd mortgages
B u s i n e s s Loans
Personal Loans
Threatening Creditors
Garnished Wages

^

- Blue Bayou Restaurant
& Lounge
*• 70 Spacious cuest suites

dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110
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SALE STARTS M O N D A Y , FEB. 2 8 t h
Fresh Grade A

U.S.D.A. Inspected

U.S.D.A. Select Tender.

BONELESS • SKINLESS

BONE-IN BOSTON
PORK BUTT
ROAST

BONELESS

WOW!

Apply n o w and g e t your credit b a c k o n track!
1-877-280-2982

CHICKEN
BREASTS

ALWAYS WANTED TO LEARN
TO PLAY THE PIANO?
O, ORGAN, OR
ADULT CLASSES
NOW FORMING

$

i

WOW!

SIRLOIN
d 1 Minn

Great
Price!

ib.

Look for M i k e ' s A d Every W e e k
4| in Sunday's Observer N e w s p a p e r !
a

Introductory Offer

EEKS $39
No Instrument Needed

Oven Ready Stuffed

ROASTING CHICKEN

HAMMELL MUSIC OF LIVONIA
15630 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
CALL MARIA - (734) 427-0040
er- v

MUSIC

LEAN PORK STEAK or
COUNTRY STYLE RIBS

Montessori O p e n Houses

lb.

Flavorite

GROUND CHUCK

VEGETABLE OIL

Family
Pack

Only

Join us for family fun!
M pm Thursday, March 10 530-7 pm

Livonia
Montessori Center

Plymouth-Canton
Montessori School

\

32765 Lyndon, Livonia

45245 Joy Road, Canton

I

(734) 459-1550

I

*2.

Ib.

BONELESS BEEF OR
CHICKEN STIR FRY

$

Onl

2.!

Ib.

1.

*]
Only

Ib.

IC Limit 2

48 oz.

Mikes Fresh

Flavorite

KIELBASA

BUTTER

Family
Pack

Boneless Rolled

SIRLOIN TIP ROAST

V Educational excellence
V Character development

(734)427-8255

1.48

Only

• Preschool & kindergarten
y Rd day care
V Montessori-certifted teachers

Sunday, March 6

lb.

Only

Fresh

Only

I.

Ib.

Fresh

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS
feinty

A
. K . B O fJb.
Only

lib.

Quarters 2 / T i t
Gorton's

FISH FILLETS or STICKS
10.6-

*5.00

Fresh

GROUND SIRLOIN

TEXAS GARLIC TOAST

$

as* on.x 2.38/b.
«f^g^MKiBSSSPlWw«P' «P

11.4 oz.

9 I

2/
New York

Pack

11.28 oz. 2 /
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Board gives report
Cards good marks
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Livonia Public Schools has
recognized nearly 40 individuals who over the past five
years have devoted time and
effort to revamping elementary level report cards.
The Elementary Report
Card Committee, under the
supervision of Sheila Alles,
director of elementary
instruction, received the district-wide Team Effort Award.
Trustee Tom Bailey presented
certificates to all of the staff
and community members who
contributed to the effort.
Representatives from all of
the district's elementary
schools were actively
involved.
"I have heard very positive
comments regarding this new
report card," Bailey said. "I
think it's right on target. It's
time for a change. Thank you
for your dedication and all of
your effort."
In her nomination, Alles
wrote: "Over the past five
years, the members have conscientiously attended monthly
after-school meetings and bi-

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, March 10, 2005, 2004 at 6:30
p.m., in the Council Chambers, at the Civic Center, 6000
Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan. At the hearing, all
interested persons shall have an opportunity to be heard.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to solicit public comments on
the following proposed Re-zoning:
RZ 04-017, Proposed re-zoning of Lots 390-400, Parcel ID
#'s 35-015-04-0390-001 (Northwest corner of Inkster and
Florence) from C-l Local Business to C-3 General Business.
Written comments may be submitted prior to the public hearing
and should be addressed to: The Office of Community
Development, City of Garden City, 6000 Middlebelt Rd., Garden
City, MI 48135.
G. PALMER,
Community Development Dir.
Publish: February 27,2005
OEOB29S3eS

Young Marines say hooah!
Recruits learn importance of the 'Corps' values

weekly summer meetings to
accomplish the goal of creating a new and comprehensive
elementary report card."
The committee began the
project by researching the
various methods of reporting
student progress, according to
Alles. The group reviewed formats of report cards used in
other districts, around the
state and country.
New report cards were
piloted at the elementary level
last year, and put into place
during the current school
year. The new forms are
grade-level specific.
The committee sought public opinion through a parent
survey and made changes to ;
ensure the report cards best :
reflect "the teaching and
learning that is occurring in
our elementary classrooms,"
according to Alles.
Trustee Dan Lessard said
the work of the Elementary
Report Card Committee represents "a tremendous, effort."
"It was very nice to see all
the folks' dedication and hard
work recognized," he said. "I
appreciate everything they
do."

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
March 10,2005

March 8,2005

Tuesday

9:00 a.m.

»The Board of Review will meet in session on the following days and
'times to hear appeals on the 2005 assessment roll:
NOTE: Meetings located in THE GARDEN CITY POLICE
DEPARTMENT CONFERENCE ROOM with late night
appointments on Tuesday & Wednesday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

March
March
March
March
March

14,2005
15,2005
16, 2005
17,2005
18, 2005

9:00am -5:00pm
1:00pm- 9:00pm
1:00pm- 9:00pm
9:00am -5:00pm
9:00am -5:00pm

APPEALS BY APPOmTMENT or WRITE-IN. Write-ins must
be received by Monday, March 14,2005.

life," he said.
Canton resident Michael
Murray, a Marine who is currently on active duty, also
attended the ceremony and
was impressed by the dedication and commitment shown
by kids who graduated.
"They have learned the
importance of courage, honor,
and commitment. The important step is for them to take it
out of this arena and practice'
it in the schools and at home,"
he said.

"5*

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER

The very first graduation
ceremony of the Canton
Young Marines featured all
the pageantry you might
expect from a military event.
There was a color guard, a
bagpipe player, and plenty of
reverence for the American
flag.
None of that was lost on the
10 pint-sized graduating
recruits that were being honored in front of a large group
of family and friends. The
event marked the culmination
of 26 hours of drill instruction over the course of 13
weeks, in which they performed some physical training, but mostly learned about
the history of the U.S. Marine
Corps and the importance of
inner values and respecting
others.
The Young Marines is a
national organization sponsored by the U.S. Marine
Corps. It is open to children
from age 8 to high school seniors. The only requirement is
that the recruits be in good
standing at school.
According to Commander
Charles Volker, a retired
Marine who helped organize
the unit, the Young Marines is
not a recruiting tool for the
Marine Corps. Rather, he
said, it teaches kids to be
respectful of others and to
have confidence in themselves. It also teaches them to
lead a drug-free lifestyle, he
said.
BUILDS CONFIDENCE
"This program gives the
kids confidence. It builds up
their morale," said Volker, one
of five former Marines who
acted as drill instructors for
the group. "We make them go
home and clean the dishes for
their moms, and make sure
they say 'sir' and 'ma'am'
when talking to adults. It's a
great program. We're really
proud of this group."
John Santomauro, Canton
Township's director of public

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
2005 BOARD OF REVIEW DATES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO aU property owners of the City of
Garden City that the Board of Review will meet in session on the
following date and time to examine the assessment roll for the
current year:

www.hometowhlife.com

PHOTO BY JOSEPH FARAONI

Jason Bratin, 14, Unit Young Marine Rifleman, stands with the rest of the
Honor Guard during the National Anthem during the Canton Young Marines
graduation ceremony. Jason was the Honor Recruit and graduated with the
rank of private first class.

safely, said he was honored to
be the guest speaker at the
graduation ceremony. He
served as a platoon sergeant
in the U.S. Marine Corps during the Vietnam War. He said
the Young Marines is a great
organization, because the
graduates learn the same kind

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
March 10,2005
WHkiMliMn

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Planning Commission will
hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, March 10, 2005, 2004 at 6:30
p.m., in the Council Chambers, at the Civic Center, 6000
Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan. At the hearing, all
interested persons shall have an opportunity to be heard.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to solicit public comments on
the following proposed Special Land Use;
SLU 04-016, Carry-Out Restaurant proposed on a vacant
parcel located on the East side of Middlebelt, north of Fprd
(between the Middlebelt Autozone and the Senior Towers).
The subject property is zoned C-2, Community Business
District. Restaurants are permitted in the C-2 District after
Special Use Approval.
Written comments may be submitted prior to the public hearing
and should be addressed to: The Office of Community
Development, City of Garden City, 6000 Middlebelt Rd., Garden
City, MI 48135.
G. PALMER, Community Development Dir.
Publish: February 27,2005

of values taught in the real
Marines.
"The defining moment of
my life was my time in the
Marine Corps. Maybe all
these kids won't go on to
become Marines, but they
have developed core values,
which carry with you all your

PRELIMINARY
ASSESSMENT
RATIO

PROJECTED
EQUALIZATION
FACTOR

Commercial
Industrial
Residential
Personal Property

48.15 %
45.34 %
49.08 %
50.00%

1.0384
1.1028
1.0000
1.0000

Gibson School for the Gifted
in Redford is pleased to invite
young girls, ages 9 to 13, to
participate in its ninth annual
conference specially designed
for them. The conference will
be held at the school on
Saturday, March 12.
Women professionals representing many different careers
will offer a variety of workshops and hands-on activities
throughout the day. Each girl
will be able to participate in
four different workshops dur-

OEOQ2084OO

GREEKTOWN

.

ALLYSONBETTIS
TEASURER-CLERK

;PubliBh:February27,M»rch3,and6,2005

CANTON CINEMA

CASINO

. The 2005 Assessment Roll will be open for inspection from March 8,
'2005 through March 11, 2005 in the assessment office from 8:30
1
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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Get in on oil the FUN

for only

K&m/li*G*4i**eT

Convenient
Pick-up Points!

$15!

Greektowfl Casino will give you

$20 in TOKCNS Fft€€
to get you started!

Call Indian Trails TODAY
for reservations

1-800-292-3831

•
•
•
•
•
•

Clinton Township
Dearborn
Lincoln Park
Livonia
Aoseville
St. Clair Shores

•
•
•
*
•
•

Sterling Heights:
Taylor
Troy
Warren
LUestland
Wyandotte

Ford Rd 1 Mile W. of I-B75
$ 8 . 7 5 Kids ail shows

C734)

$7.25 Students & Late Show Fri 4 Sat
^^'pAiLYMatinwitliepml Q No passes'

Unlimited Free Drink & .25* Cent flefflte
A L L STADIUM SEATING f DIGITAL STEMF.U

SHOmmBS 2/25-3/3
TITLES & TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGS
O M A N OF THE HOUSE (PG-13;
(SAT/SUN 11:00) 1:05,3:10, 5:15, 7;20,
3:25

FRi/SAT I S 11:30

OCIHlSE0(PQ-13)2PnWW2SC8EEKS
(SAT/SUN 11:15.11:30) 1:15,1:50,

NEED CASH?
HELP IS HERE!
jrusader

IN

9:50

££y££Ml£2^£l£^

1/2 OFF THE FEE
ALL Y O U # A STEADY SOURCE OF INCOME
NEED IS: # A N OPEN AND ACTIVE CHECKING ACCOUNT

y

FRI/SAY^LS 11:05,11:50

# A PHONE OR VERIFIABLE CONTACT PHONE. CELLULAR PHONES MAY BE ACCEPTED!

•

DIARY OF A MfiD B U C K WOMAN

(PG-13)

ON YOUR FIRST CASH ADVANCE!

(SAT/SUfit11-40>-2:10,4:35,,

7:00,9:30 FRVSAT'iS 11:50
COACH GARTER (P6 3}
1:35.4:20,7:05,6:55

\
<G!

#2 FORMS OF ID

CRUSADER CASH ADVANCE
8367 N. Wayne Road, Westland, MI

NOW OPEN IN 734-425-9241
WESTLAND!
In the Woodcrest Plaza,
Across from Art Van Furniture.

Whenever you need a little extra
cash, Crusader Cash Advance is here
to help! And at Crusader ALL VERIFIABLE SOURCES OF INCOME
ARE CONSIDERED!
Stop by or call today!

•"Loans offered by American Bonk & Trust, Wessington Springs, SD (Member FDIC). Credit approval subject to American Bank & Trust's credit standards and actual terms (including loan amount) may vary by applicant. American Bank & Trust requires certain supporting documentation with each new application. Complete disclosures of APR, fees and payment terms are provided with each loan and are available from American Bank& Trust. Promotional terms available for a, limited time and for ftrst time customers only, or for customers who have not received
an advance from American Bank & Trust in the past 90 days. Example of "1/2 Off' promotional termsi The Annua! Percentage Rate (APR) for a $300 loan for 14. days is 234.64% with one payment of S327 due at maturity. If your loan is not paid in full by the due date or you do not
'qualify for the promotion, regular loan terms apply^ Example of regular loan terms: The Annua! Percentage Rate (APR) fora $300 loan for 14 day SJS .469.29% with one payment of $354 due at maturity. Additional fees may apply if loan is not repaid as agreedoEosa&Be??

.
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ing the conference. This year's
keynote speaker is Julie Brown,
president and CEO of Plastech
Engineered Products, I n c . _ _
Presenters will include a
museum curator, journalist,
photographer, veterinarian,,
dentist, nurse, and many other
career choices.
Pre-registration for the conference is recommended due to
limited space availability.
Workshop registration for gjrls ,
will begin at 8:30 a.m. The '
conference will conclude at 3
p.m. The cost of the conference
is $15 per person and includes
lunch and refreshments.
Call (313) 537-8688 for further information or to pre-register for the conference.

Motorcooch

Taxes are paid on TAXABLE value, which is the lower assessed
value or capped value, unless there is a property transfer. The
* capped value is based on the CPI (Consumer Priee Index), which
will increase only 2.3% for 2005. As a result, all Taxable Values
will increase only 2.3% unless there hag been a frflTtftfer of
ownership or an addition to the property.

\

kkuban@oe.homecomm.net I (734)459-2700

School offers career
session for girls, 9-13

Tentative ratios and factors for the 2005 tax year are:
CLASS

LEARNING EXPERIENCE
That is already happening
with at least one of the Young
Marines - Daniel Wetter according to his mother,
Carolyn Wetter. She said she
has seen a big difference in
her 14-year-iOld son, who is an
eighth-grader at All Saints
Catholic School in Canton,
since he began the program.
"He has been more confident in himself, and more
respectful to us. And his
teachers have even noticed it,"
she said.
The program was a great
learning experience, according to Amanda Tripp, a 10year-old Livonia resident,
who joined with her brother
Matthew, because she likes
military history.
"I think the most important
thing we learned was selfencouragement, and not to
give up," she said.
Volker, a Canton resident,
said the next Young Marines
class will probably begin in
March. He said this is the
only chapter in Southeast
Michigan, so he is trying to
draw recruits from the entire
area.
"I'm hoping to build this
big enough to have 40 to 50
graduates during a session "
he said.
For more information
about the Young Marines,
contact Volker at (734) 9815059.

(SAT/SUN 1135) 1:00,2:40,^:10.5:40
HIDE AND SEEK [Ri
7:10,9:15 FRMSATLS 11:20
^RACING STRIPES !PGt
(SAT/SUN 11:00).1:00. 3:00,5*0
% H A 8 T 0 M OF TH£ O H M (PG-13)
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Race is the big issue that One man's vision transformed
Stratford into cultural jewel
no one wants to address
E
L

on Johnson, a young political organizer who
has worked for Democratic candidates
across the country, thinks there is something
troublingly unique about the culture in
Michigan.
"I've never seen anyplace where everything
was so divided along racial lines," he said,
adding that sooner or later, nearly every
statewide issue was affected, if not decided, by
some aspect of the racial divide.
That, he believes, may be Michigan's biggest
challenge - greater than the
transition from a manufacturing to an intellectual skillsbased economy; greater than
the state budget problem or
the education crisis.
"We are asking the kids to be
ready for a world economy.
Yet, too often, they don't even
know each other's cultures that
Jack are just separated by a few
Lessenberry miles," Johnson said, as his rat
terrier puppy, Jack Johnson,
named for the great black
heavyweight champion, yipped furiously in the
background.
His views are worth considering because of
his own background. Now 33, Johnson grew up
largely in working-class blue-collar Detroit suburbs before moving to Arizona for college.
Afterward, he bounced around the country,
working for former Vice President Al Gore in
Washington and finally returning to his home
state to successfully run a tough campaign for
U.S. Rep. John Dingell in 2002. Now he's decided to stay put, opening an office in Royal Oak.
And he worries about the future of a state that
was once seen as a national trend-setter. He
knows that, thanks to the global economy, .
today's school kids will emerge into a world in
which "they will be working with Asian, South
American, African and European cultures."
How will they compete?
And can Michigan ever bridge the racial
divide?
Global competition is something that has
been endlessly chattered about in Michigan ever
since Japanese cars began to sell in the 1970s.
Yet race has become the elephant in the living
room that nobody wants to face. Every February,
during Black History Month, newspapers and
schoolteachers trot out stories of black pioneers,
including even a sanitized Malcolm X. Yet serious political discussion tiptoes around the real
issue.
Nobody is willing to tackle the continuing
problem of race. For white politicians in general
and for white Democrats in particular, criticizing the shortcomings of black politicians is seen
as potential political suicide. Though everyone
knows, for example, that one famous longtime
black office holder is mentally not quite right,
nobody dares mention it.
Though everyone knows that the city may be

very year busloads of local school children
and thousands of adults make a pilgrimfacing receivership, Gov. Jennifer Granholm
age to a small town in Ontario to experidoes not want to even think about the idea. She ence theatrical excellence of the highest order.
fears alienating Detroiters, and she knows she
The Stratford Festival is both a Canadian
cannot be re-elected next year if the city's virtu- national treasure and an eagerly anticipated
ally all-black electorate turns against her.
annual event for thousands in Metro Detroit.
Though the schools in the city of Detroit are
It is also an example of what a little vision,
worse than failures, though the government is
community spirit and hard work can accomdysfunctional and some of the office holders
plish, even in a remote little
incompetent or openly corrupt, there is seldom
town that time was passing
a peep from the political leadership of the state.
by.
On the other hand, there is a shameful lack of
Last week the festival's
willingness in Lansing to address serious probfounder Tom Patterson died
lems that are perceived as having a racial comat the age of 84. It was
ponent.
Patterson's vision, enthusiasm
and dogged determination
The city of Detroit looks in many places like
that brought world-class theeither a Third World country, or a town devasater to a rural town in south
tated by fighting in World War II. When East
Ontario.
and West Germany merged in 1990, East Berlin
Hugh
was largely a dilapidated disaster. West Berlin
Patterson was working as a
was glittering, modern and affluent. Yet a unitGallagher trade' journalist in Toronto
ed Germany immediately - and virtually withwhen he got the idea of
out argument - set about rebuilding the runbringing Shakespearean thedown portions of its nation.
ater to the town named after
the Bard's hometown and situated along its
Yet there is no willingness on the part of
own winding Avon River.
Michigan to tackle the mess that is Detroit.
Nobody is willing to help the city economically
"The notion of trying to do what Tom was
or fight to reform a city charter that rewards
suggesting certainly must have seemed crazy
inefficiency and prevents accountability.
for this little town in the early 1950s, and yet,
he didn't give up on it," said Antoni Cimolino,
That is largely due to the racial divide.
Experts know that Detroit's decline is rooted, the Festival's Executive Director in a press
not in race, but in the fact that the city could not release. "His commitment and enthusiasm
annex surrounding territory, Starting when the were infectious."
expressways were built in the 1950s, people and
Patterson was able to convince local politibusinesses left for greener pastures, with cheap- cians that his "crazy idea" was good for the
er land and less taxes. That meant the city had
town's economy. He was also able to attract
to begin a vicious circle of raising taxes and cut- the renowned director Tyrone Guthrie and the
ting services to those left.
great actor Alec Guinness in 1953 to perform
Richard III and All's Well That Ends Well in a
Today, only those who can't afford to escape
tent.
remain. Whites pretend the city's condition is
the fault of shiftless blacks. Blacks blame
That tent has long since been replaced by
racism. What's needed is metropolitan governthe state of the art Festival Theatre, which was
ment. But that would cost whites money and
recently remodeled. In addition three other
cost blacks political power. And neither side is
stages are also busy from early spring to late
willing to sacrifice for the greater good.
autumn with a repertory of plays that encompass the world, though always including works
Incredibly, perhaps, Lon Johnson sees hope.
He thinks people in each generation are becom- by the wordsmith of Avon.
ing more comfortable with diversity. "It all starts
In the early 1950s, Stratford was an unlikely
by exposure - in schools, work, social activities
tourist town. It was the commercial center for
and churches," he says.
the local farmers and its major industry was
repairing train cars. Patterson was also an
Yet he pauses. "In too many cities within the
unlikely impresario.
Detroit metro area, meaningful exposure to
races and cultures other than our own is difficult
It was Guthrie who put Patterson's achievebecause of segregation." Like it or not, Detroit is ment in perspective in the book Renown at
the most segregated city in the nation.
Stratford. Guthrie wrote, Tom Patterson "had
no great influence to back him, no great repuSomeday, perhaps, Michigan will overcome.
tation, no great fortune. Most of us similarly
But if it doesn't soon, the state seriously risks
placed abandon our Great Ideas, write them
becoming an economic backwater. Once, we
were home to the Motor City and the Arsenal of off as Daydreams and settle for something less
Democracy. Today, we instead seem to be evolv- exciting and more practicable. Not so Mr.
Patterson. His perseverance was indomitable."
ing into sort of a Mississippi with ice storms.
And if that happens, it will be no one's fault but
Patterson served as the theater's general
our own.
manager, founded a touring theatrical compaJack Lessenberry is editorial vice president of Hometown ny, Canadian Players, and served on many
Communications. He can be reached by phone at (248) 901- Canadian artistic boards. He won numerous
national honors including the Queen
2561 or by e-mail at jiessenberry@homecomm.net.

Entertainment:
Irish Step Dancing
& Irish Music

The possibilities are all there just waiting
for the right person, the right idea, the
right support.

Elizabeth Silver Jubilee Medal. The festival's,,..;
intimate Third Stage Theatre was renamed
the Tom Patterson Theatre in his hondr.
In addition to creating a world-class cultur- •
al institution, Patterson helped transform the
town. Once struggling to maintain itself,
Stratford bustles from May until November. It*
is home to restaurants, hotels, bed and break-.;
fasts, book and curio shops for the tourists, . s
but it is also a real town of grocers, druggists -_-t
and hardware dealers. It blends the extraordi- =
nary with the everyday, the small town with «w
the big city and the tourists with the townies. ,-r
The Festival Theatre sits on the banks of theAvon as part of a beautiful, park with gardens^;
on both ends, elegant swans, winding walkways and a grand lawn for art exhibits and •baseball games.
-^
One man made a difference.
l?n
Many of our towns struggle to define them^ (
selves. Recently The Cherry Hill Theatre in s Ji
Canton was opened as a performing center ,„,;
focused, rightly, on encouraging the artistic
gifts of those in the community.
Several communities have attempted to
redefine their annual events to give them a
special focus that represents the community's
unique identity. Some events, like the
Plymouth Ice Show, struggle to keep an old
idea fresh.
But the possibilities are all there just waiting for the right person, the right idea, the
«
right support.
*
Tom Patterson is an inspiration. Anyone,
'
anywhere can make a difference in their com- ^
munity. A good idea will not be denied.
*
Sadly, one of the artistic pillars of pur com- <
munity, saxophonist Larry Nozero died of can-s
cer on Feb. 18. A benefit concert at
s
Clarenceville High School Tuesday was an
*
indication of the love and respect that the
I
Detroit Jazz community held for Nozero as a *
musician, teacher and friend. A who's who of J
Detroit jazz musicians raised more than
•
$20,000 to cover Nozero's medical bills.
s
Midge Ellis, another pillar of the local music?
scene, said of Nozero, "This man was so loved. *
He was the sweetest. He would reach down J
into the bottom of his feeling and it would
•
come out in his horn."
*
We do make a difference.
*
s

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer I
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at.,
.
. J
h gal lag her(lioe.horriecomm.net, by phone at (734) 953-2149
or by fax at (734) 591-7279.
...., v _

Are You Tired Of Your Old
Kitchen or Bath?
We Can H e p

We Are Your Full
Service Kitchen
& Bath Team
Featuring:

HSxitQa^i
| | t Irish entertainment featuring award winning
Irish Musicians from Mick Gavin's Irish Band.

Saturday

f p See international award winning dancers
from Tim O'Hare's and Kitty Henizman's
Schools of Irish Dance...
two of the world's premier Irish dance schools.

GIMUL II K

WIISONART
I N T E H f l A ' l O N A l .

DuPonr

March 12

n a m to 2pm
Parisian Court

Award Winning Traditional
Irish Soda Bread* ~'W:
Shamrock Plants* ^ e £

«.

V.

V'

Vr

,-

tAK

DELTA ^ 1

KO
And Manv

• SBBpi

More!

V.

St. Patrick's Day Hats*

Vr

CAPUCHIN SOUP KITCHEN

Enter to Win a
Trip to Ireland

Luck of the Irish -Pull out a lucky coin
and win one of the following...

or

$10 Gift Card from
Charisma Salon & Day Spa
Cookies from Mrs. Fields
Lucky Irish Coolers

One of Two $500
Laurel Park Place
Shopping Sprees
V

^

V "

\,v

\,r

—--^J

We Manufacture - You Save!

Wl
Brothers from the Capuchin Soup Kitchen
w i l l be on hand. Donations w i l l be accepted.

UoAA^jJjT^AleJ^ax^
a

IT^J
We Also Cater To Do It
Yourself ers & Builders

ffiotteeftt

KITCHEN & BATH S H O W R O O M , INC.

•-

*

we Offer:
• Beautiful Showrooi
• Free In Hoi
• In Home Samples
• Professional Desii
• Professional Installation
•Longest Warranty In The
Industry
• 10 Years In Business
• Fully Licensed & insured

*• • "

'

N e w b u r g h Roads

734-462-1100

13245 Newburgh (Just S. of I-96) • Livonia
For all your kitchen & bath needs

Call for a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!
(734) 542-1900 or 1-388-7DESIGN

(W)
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Strike!
Bowling for a Cure, sponsored by Westland Jaycees, will
take place 1-3 p.m. Saturday,
March 5, to help the local
Relay for Life cancer-fighting
benefit in June. The bowling
event will be at Westland Bowl,
5940 N. Wayne.
Minimum donation for the
event, which includes two
games of bowling and shoe
rental, is $15 per person. All
checks should be made payable
to the American Cancer
Society. Pledge sheets are
available at Westland Bowl.
For more information or to
reserve a spot, call (734) 729- ,
6683. Reservations are
requested by Wednesday, Feb,
23.

Richard Andrews, a local
historian and author, will give
the presentation. Admission is
free. For more information
called the library at (734) 3266123 or by e-mail at nankinhistorian @ comcast.net.

Free seminar

William Gramzow, an
advanced planning counselor
and funeral director with R.G.
& G.R, Harris Funeral Home,
will conduct a funeral planning
seminar at Westland
Convalescent Center on
Thursday, March 10.
The seminar will be 2:304:30 p.m. at the convalescent
center 36137 W Warren,
between Wayne Road and
Central City Parkway in
Westland.
Gramzow will cover such
The Livonia Franklin High
funeral planning topics as
School Marching Bandis
•* funeral prearrangement planning, how to select a funeral
sponsoring Dinner at Archie's
home and understanding
Monday, Feb. 28, to raise
money to purchase of new con-- • Medicaid and SSI as it relates
w
to funeral planning.
cert and marching band
instruments.
The public is invited to
Twenty-five percent of the
attend the free seminar. Call
food bill will be donated back
Judy Bianchi at (734) 728to Franklin High School
6100 to sign up for the special
between 4-10 p.m., whenband event.
supporters and their families,
friends and neighbors sign the
bill with "Franklin Band "
The Edison Elementary PTO
will have its Spring Bazaar 6-8
p.m. Wednesday, April 20.
VFW Harris-Kehrer Post
The bazaar will feature a col3323,1055 S. Wayne, will host
lection of 20 vendors, mostly
an indoor flea market 9 a.m. to direct-sell businesses like
5 p.m. Saturday, March 5. Cost Tupperware, DK Books and
Party-Lite candles along with a
to have a table is $25. For
few cash-and-carry vendors
more information, call (734)
selling jewelry, denim purses,
812-7978.
stamped greeting cards and
other fun items. There will also
be
a bake sale held in conjuncMayor Sandra Cicirelli has
tion with the bazaar, which announced that nomination
will be held in the gym.
applications are available for
Mother of the Year and Father
No children will be allowed
of the Year - awards she will
in the gym, however, baby-sitgive during her State of the
ting will be available. Edison
City address in April.
School is at 34505 Hunter,
Westland.
Applications are available at
the city cable station WLND,
33455 Warren Road, or on the
city's Web site at www.ci.westThe Westland Parks and
land.mi.us. Applications are
Recreation Department will
due in the mayor's office by 5
host the. Nursery School
p.m. Friday, March 4.
Olympics 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, March 5, at the
The program will be held at
Bailey Recreation Center,
6-p.m. Wednesday, April 13, at
36651 Ford.
the senior citizen Friendship
Center, 1119 N. Newburgh.
Tots will be able to compete
in 18 different events, including the Marshmallow Shot Put,
The Friends of the Westland
the Toddler Trot, the I-DidHistorical Museum will host a
A-Rod Hurdles and Obstacle
talk, "What is an Interurban?,"
Course. Every child will receive
at 1 p.m. Sunday, March 6,
a certificate of participation.
Richard Andrews, at the
To be able to have enough time
William P. Faust Public
to compete in all the events,
Library of Westland, 6123
children should register before
Central City Parkway, just
11:30 a.m. For more informanorth of Ford, Westland.
tion, call (734) 7227620.

Dinner at Archie's

Spring bazaar

Flea market

PLACES AND FACES
Casting call
City of Wayne Arts and
Entertainment Department's
Actors Community Theatre is
holding auditions for Rodgers
6 Hammerstein's Cinderella at
7 p.m. Monday-Tuesday,
March 7-8, at the State Wayne
Theater, 35310 Michigan Ave.,
Wayne.

USDA GRADE A
M a k e Your Own Chicken S o u p
Y
Fresh Whole

STEWING CHICKEN

wivw.1mmetownXife.com

Auditions include singing,
dancing and reading. For more
information, call (734) 7217400.

Toy s h o w
The Westland Rotary Club
will host a toy show 10 a.m. to
3 p.m. Sunday, March 6, at Joy
Manor, 28999 Joy, east of
Middlebelt.
CORN FEP SELECT DEEP
Dinner Idea Rolled-Tender

SIRLOIN TIP ROAST

$»79

2

Cut on Request

Fnssh Whole

PORK TENDERLOIN

3

$999lb.

GROUND ROUND
lb.

FRESH
%fk
SIRLOIN TIP STEW DRESSED SMELTS 2 C

$949

lb.

a»K3

FROM OUR DELI

F O R F3. L. T. ' s

Kowaleki - Oven Roasted

Indiana Layer Sugar

$

RED

lb. SALMON FILLETS

V

4

lb.
ib.

USDA INSPECTED SEAFOOD

Red Ruby

TROUT FILLETS

5

ib.

US #1 PRODUCE

PRICES GOOD February 28th thru March 6th
E-mnil Address.
Hte Accept:
w«w bobuufcanton.cum

W e Accept
Foort" S t a m p s

Table space is available at
$30 per table and is available
by writing to Westland Rotary
Toy Show, 6600 Burnly,
Garden City, MI 48135. For
more information, call Mary ,
McGaw at (734) 748-8515.

Greatfor Fondue 5mall Diced Beef

HOURS: IWon.-Fri. 10 am • 7 pm
Sat. 9 - 7 pm • Sun. 10 - 6 pm

Fnssh Ground Beef From

Rotary charities.

USDA INSPECTED SEAFOOD

31210 W. Warren ot memmani Westland
734-522-3357

GROUND FRESH HOURLY

*2

USDA GOVT INSPECTED

BOB'S OF CANTON

Sold 2 in Fkg.

Family Pao'

The show will feature new
and antique toys, collectibles,
Beanie Babies, action figures,
die cast toys, slot and model
cars, Matchbox, Hot Wheels
and more. There also will be
50/50 raffles and drawings for
door prizes.
Show admission is $3 for
adults with children under age
12 free. Proceeds will support

" I K * r k Yr j i

CORN FED SELECT BEEF
Lean Tender

JUMBO SUPER A A <
lb.
SWEET ONIONS
TENDER SMALL
89
ASPARAGUS
lb.
NAVAL
A
/$!

1

* »POULTRY
/ I
..ORANGES
FRESH AMISH
Whole Fresh Amish

BEEF RIB EYE
TURKEY WSL%
TURKEY te.$A 59 CURED $m $ 1
BACONfPI I ib. PELMONICO 5TEAKS BREAST
BREAST^F
I ib.
Lipari
3oneU i Amish
MUENSTER
TURKEY
HEAD *
q<)<
CHEESE
LETTUCE
BREAST
lb.
A m i s h Vfclley
Lean Tender Country Style
Amish
DELMONICO $ E
R0AST
A $259 PORK SPARE $ A 0 9 BEEF
ROAST
9 lb. CHICKEN
Sold
Ae
Roast
Only
DRUMSTICK
BEEF mm
9 ib. RIBS
X lb.

Best mother father

Going for gold

Worth 100.00, this incredible gift
includes New Lash XL Maximum
Length Mascara, New Future Perfect
Anti-Wrinkle Radiance Creme SPF 15,
best-selling Idealist Skin Refinisher
and much more, all in a straw weave
tote with coordinating cosmetic bag. IN
COSMETICS. QUANTITIES LIMITED. ONE GIFT PER
CUSTOMER, PLEASE, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST.

••in-AWiJirin
I *

3BHfafc4U^^u

i

Day honors students, teachers
Livonia Public Schools celebrated the Magic of Learning
this week at the Livonia PTSA
Council's annual Founders' Day
dinner. The event was held
Wednesday, Feb. 23 at Laurel
Manor.
More than 600 guests
attended to share dinner and
enjoy musical entertainment
by Stevenson High School's
band, under the direction of
David Booker.
Event Chairperson Marc
Farrugia said: "We are very
excited that we were able to
grow our guest list as we
explored our new venue. A
number of outstanding individuals were able to join us as
we honored students and other
award recipients throughout
the district."
The highlight of the evening
was saved, for later in the \
evening. Fifteen graduating
seniors were given
Outstanding Youth
Recognition awards by the
PTSA Council. Outstanding
Youth must maintain a 3.5 or
higher grade point average and
demonstrate leadership and
solo success.
The 2005 recipients include:
From Churchill High School
Stephen Crosby, Jennifer

Howard, Kaitlyn Moran,
Manual Schubert, and Summer
Zwarun; from Franklin High
School Audrey Burskey, Alissa
Gatewood, Jonathan Leins,
Brennan Pearson and John
Turner; from Stevenson High
School Michael Cook, Jill
Garrity, Dennean Lippner,
Heather Sirko and Katherine
Stahrr.
Each honoree took a
moment to recognize their
three most significant teachers,
during their time in Livonia
Public Schools.
Following that theme, current Livonia Public Schools
Teachers of the Year Charles
O'Loughlin from Taylor
Elementary, and Edward
Hubert from the Livonia
Career Technical Center were
honored for their contributions
to education.
"On behalf of the Livonia
PTSA Council, I am thrilled
that this year's 51st Annual
Founders' Day Celebration was
such a success," Farrugia said.
Founders' Day is an annual
event held to recognize the role
of the PTA and PTSA in supporting parental involvement
and education. Livonia's PTSA
Council reports membership at
13,0.00.
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Premiere Mortgage
Lowest Rates Guaranteed'
Brian Bohn
Purchases • Refinances • New Construction
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