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~ Plastipak

- seeks relief
~ to make

~ upgrades

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

City officials
press case |
for block

grant money

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A plastics manufacturing compa-
; ny has proposed investing millions
| of dollars in its Westland facility, if
| city officials agree to provide tax

. incentives,

! Plastipak Packaging has proposed
spending $15 million to upgrade
equipment at its facility on John
Hix Road, south of Ford. In return,
company officials have asked city

! leaders for a 12-year reprieve on
paying new personal property taxes.
v, Plastipak officials already have

b met with city officials to discuss the
proposal, and a second round of

f talks is expected.

] “I think we're looking at it open-
mindedly” said Westland City
Council President Charles
Pickering.

Plastipak has several facilities in
which it could make the $15 million
investment, he said, “but they would
prefer that it be in Westland.”

Company officials couldn't be
reached early this week, but
Pickering estimated that Plastipak
employs as many as 200 workers.
Plans to upgrade the facility could

Westland city officials remain worried about pos-
sibly losing federal dollars for local programs that
help senior citizens, troubled youths, public safety
departments, low-income homeowners and phys1-
cally disabled residents.

Local leaders concede that President George W,
Bush isn't likely to- receive the support he needs
from U.8. legislators to eliminate Community
Development Block Grant prograins. : 1

“The program appears to be safe at this time,” i
Westland Community Development Director James
Gilbert said. “But now we're concerned about what
the funding level will be.”

Bush’s plan would slash CDBG funding and Shlf‘t
the program, along with 16 others, from the U.S.
Housing and Urban Development Department to
the Commerce Department.

Westland receives $1.2 million a year in CDBG
funds, but local officials fear possible cuts amid
talks of shifting the federal dollars from Midwest
and Northeast states to the south and west, Gilbert
said,

“We think that our federal legislators, if they
really represent the state of Michigan and their

i add more jobs, he said. PROTI B oK HRHLLY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPKER constituents, will not go along with shifting the

The company also is one of the Jeff Kreitner, 14, of Westland and a freshman at Johin G!erm Righ School, airs it out off the volcano at money,” he said. “We've possibly won one battle, ~ .

‘ top 20 taxpayers in Westland, said Westiand's Concrefe Jungle skate park during spring break ; but the war goes on, and there just appears to be
city Assessor James Elrod. attempts to slash a lot of domestic programs that

are really good programs.”

Earlier this month, the Westland City Council
and Mayor Sandra Cicirelli adopted a joint resolu-
strong and it was believed that com- tion detailing how the city for 30 years has benefit-
panies didn’t need the relief. : ed from CDBG funds.

The council even adopted a reso- - : : ‘ “It's our tax dollars that are being returned to
lution stating that tax abatements - L i local government to benefit our residents, and it

would no longer be offered - a deci- Spﬂl’lg bI'eak, warin has been proven over the years that it hélps our

sion that Pickering said could be community provide services to those in need,™

overturned. we ather draW CI'OWdS council President Charles Pickering said.

“T'he economy is different now,” k The money has been used to: ., :
he said. M Revitalize low-income homes and stablhze
During a meeting last week, city to Skate pa'r once-declining neighborhoods., 1 7
officials asked for more information B Improve roads, water lines,’ publlc sadewalks

City officials stopped granting tax
abatements around 1993, Pickering
said, because the economy was

L
i\

i from Plastipak before deciding BY DARRELL CLEM and sewer systems and remove diseased ash trees

: whether to offer the tax breaks. STAFF WRITER in eligible neighborhoods.

Plastipak hasn’t threatened to W Buy fire department vehicles and pubhc warn-
i close its Westland facility, even if Westland's skate park, Concrete Jungle, ing sirens and upgrade fire stations, incluzding

P the tax abatement is denied, has drawn large crowds since it opened last. building a new station on the city’s southeast side. -
] Pickering said. The decision for Friday — a sure sign that springhas ™" ' s

P local officials is whether to lose cer- - arrived. fin Gienn sophomore Ryan Albright, 15, of PLEASE SEE GRANT, A5
! 4 tain tex revenues for 12 years to “It has been packed,” Westland Parks anid  Westland tnes @ 'hip’ on the bowls at the Concrete . ~

o ensure investment in the local facil- Recreation Director Robert Kosowski said. Junqle '

L ity. “I don't know if it’s because these kids had A ‘ '

! “They're going to make that cabin fever or what, but they're deﬁmtely succes-sful. The outdoor park is located on

i investment somewhere Pickering out there.” the west side of the Bailey Recreation

; smd Concrete Jungle had been closed since Center, behind Westland City Hall on Ford

i Nov. 22, but Kosowski said he is optimistic 2 ‘ '

i dclem@os.homecomin.net | {734) 9532116 that the skate park’s fourth season will be . . PLEASE SEE SKATE PARK, A5

- Suspect linked to dozens ;of break-ins

BY DAN WEST months,” said Livonia pohce Lt. Greg Winn. g TOoOm Wmdow to enter the home, stea.l jew- .

| STAFF WRITER “We've known of this suspect for a while, elry and walk out the front door, Thé home~ |

i - . but he was one of many possible suspects.” . owners were out of town at the time. N
i Investigators say a 46-vear-old Westland He added the man is a suspect in at least :. As officers arrived, they observeda = 4
,3 man arrested for breaking into a home in a dozen Livonia home invasions, including ¢ Chrysler LHS leavmg the area. Police, noti-: i
. the Ann Arbor Road-Ann Arbor Trail area two in the State Streets subdivision last : fied by a home security alarm company, i
may be linked to a number of home inva- week. ' stopped the vehicle and started asking the E
L sions in Livonia and Westland in recent The parolee was arrested early Tuesday  : driver questions. Winn said there were
months. morning by Livonia officers responding to a  inconsistencies in the suspect’s statements,

o “We've had an extraordinary number of home invasion on Houghton at 12:25 a.m. ; . . Lo '
f | home invasions here over the past two Someone chucked a rock through a bed- . ' PLEASE SEE SUSPECT, AS 4
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