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BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A plastics manufacturing compa­
ny has proposed investing millions 
of dollars in its Westland facility, if 
city officials agree to provide tax 
incentives. 

Plastipak Packaging has proposed 
spending $15 million to upgrade 
equipment at its facility on John 
Hix Road, south of Ford. In return, 
company officials have asked city 
leaders for a 12-year reprieve on 
paying new personal property taxes. 

Plastipak officials already have 
met with city officials to discuss the 
proposal, and a second round of 
talks is expected. 

"I think we're looking at it open-
mindedly," said Westland City 
Council President Charles 
Pickering. 

Plastipak has several facilities in 
which it could make the $15 million 
investment, he said, "but they would 
prefer that it be in Westland." 

Company officials couldn't be 
reached early this week, but 
Pickering estimated that Plastipak 
employs as many a_s 200.workers. 
Plans to upgrade the facility could 
add more jobs, he said. 

The company also is one of the 
top 20 taxpayers in Westland, said 
city Assessor James Elrod. 

City officials stopped granting tax 
abatements around 1993, Pickering 
said, because the economy was 
strong and it was believed that com­
panies didn't need the relief. 

The council even adopted a reso­
lution stating that tax abatements 
would no longer be offered - a deci­
sion that Pickering said could be 
overturned. 

"The economy is different now," 
he said. 

During a meeting last week, city 
officials asked for more information 
from Plastipak before deciding 
whether to offer the tax breaks. 

Plastipak hasn't threatened to 
close its Westland facility, even if 
the tax abatement is denied, 
Pickering said. The decision for 
local officials is whether to lose cer­
tain tax revenues for 12 years to 
ensure investment in the local facil­
ity. 

"They're going to make that 
investment somewhere," Pickering 
said. 

dclem@oe.homecomtri.net I (734) 953-2110 

y -i PHOTOS BV TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Jeff Kreitner, 14, of Westland and a freshman at John Glenn High School, airs i t out off the volcano at 
West land's Concrete Jungle skate park dur ing spring break. 

warm 
weather draw crowds 

to skate park 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland's skate park, Concrete Jungle, 
has drawn large crowds since it opened last 
Friday — a sure sign that spring has 
arrived. 

"It has been packed," Westland Parks and 
Recreation Director Robert Kosowski said. 
"I don't know if it's because these kids had 
cabin fever or what, but they're definitely 
out there." 

Concrete Jungle had been closed since 
Nov. 22, but Kosowski said he is optimistic 
that the skate park's fourth season will be 
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John Glenn sophomore Ryan Albr ight, 15, of 
Westland t r ies a 'hip ' on the bowls a t the Concrete 
Jungle. 

successful. The outdoor park is located on 
the west side of the Bailey Recreation 
Center, behind Westland City Hall on Ford 
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to dozens of break-ins 
BY DAN WEST 
STAFF WRITER 

Investigators say a 46-year-old Westland 
man arrested for breaking into a home in 
the Ann Arbor Road-Ann Arbor Trail area 
maybe linked to a number of home inva­
sions in Livonia and Westland in recent 
months. 

"We've had an extraordinary number of 
home invasions here over the past two 

months," said Livonia police Lt. Greg Winn. 
"We've known of this suspect for a while, 
but he was one of many possible suspects." 

He added the man is a suspect in at least 
a dozen Livonia home invasions, including 
two in the State Streets subdivision last 
week. 

The parolee was arrested early Tuesday 
morning by Livonia officers responding to a 
home invasion on Houghton at 12:25 a.m. 
Someone chucked a rock through a bed-

£ room window to enter the home, steal jew-
• !elry and walk out the front door. The home-
: owners were out of town at the time. 
•. As officers arrived, they observed a 
;. Chrysler LHS leaving the area. Police, noti-
• fled by a home security alarm company, . 
' stopped the vehicle and started asking the 

driver questions. Winn said there were 
inconsistencies in the suspect's statements, 
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City officials 
press case 
for block 
grant money 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Westland city officials remain worried about pos­
sibly losing federal dollars for local programs that 
help senior citizens, troubled youths, public safety 
departments, low-income homeowners and physi­
cally disabled residents. 

Local leaders concede that President George W. 
Bush isn't likely to receive the support he needs 
from U.S. legislators to eliminate Community 
Development Block Grant programs. 

"The program appears to be safe at this time," 
Westland Community Development Director James 
Gilbert said. "But now we're concerned about what 
the funding level will be." 

Bush's plan would slash CDBG funding and shift 
the program, along with 16 others, from the U.S. 
Housing and Urban Development Department to 
the Commerce Department. 

Westland receives $1.2 million a year in CDBG 
funds, but local officials fear possible cuts amid 
talks of shifting the federal dollars from Midwest 
and Northeast states to the south and west, Gilbert 
said. 

"We think that our federal legislators, if they 
really represent the state of Michigan and their 
constituents, will not go along-with shifting the 
money," he said. "We've possibly won one battle, 
but the war goes on, and there just appears to be 
attempts to slash a lot of domestic programs that 
are really good programs." 

Earlier this month, the Westland City Council 
and Mayor Sandra Cicirelli adopted a joint resolu­
tion detailing how the city for 30 years has benefit­
ed from CDBG funds. 

"It's our tax dollars that are being returned to 
local government to benefit our residents, ,and it 
has been proven over the years that i t h#ps our 
community provide services to those in need," 
council President Charles Pickering said. 

The money has been used to: •. _ , -,;• -
• Revitalize low-income homes and stabilize? 

once-declining neighborhoods. / 
• Improve roads, water lines, public sidewalks 

and sewer systems and remove diseased ash trees 
in eligible neighborhoods. 

• Buy fire department vehicles and public warn­
ing sirens and upgrade fire stations, including 
building a new station on the city's southeast side. 
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Now presenting... 
Len Fisher (center) d i rects Andrew Fisher and Courtney 
Nikon dur ing pract ice fo r the Genesis Worship Center's 
upcoming play. For more, see Page A7. 

Coming Sunday 
on the PINK Fife 

Meet Miss Michigan 
and help her win 

the Miss USA title 
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Teens visit 
school to 
'Celebrate 
Wayne' 

The transition from middle 
to high school can sometimes 
be overwhelming for students, 
so the students, staff and 
administration at Wayne 
Memorial High School in 
Wayne want to make the 
change as easy as possible for 
incoming freshman. 

Earlier this month, they 
invitedieighth-grade students 
who reside in the Wayne High 
attendance area from Adams, 
Franklin, Marshall and 
Stevenson Middle Schools to 
"Celebrate Wayne." 

The goal of "Celebrate 
Wayne" is to make next year's 
freshman class feel welcome at 
their new school. The eighth-
graders were bussed to Wayne 
Memorial where they saw an 
introductory presentation in 
the auditorium, toured the 
building and got the chance to 
visit with students who repre­
sent clubs and activities avail­
able at Wayne. 

They also were given post­
cards with their address on 
them which they could submit 
to any group they wanted 
more information. That infor-

Make room for musicians; 
computer services and 
free Mexican fare 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Eighth-grade students from Franklin Middle School are greeted by the Wayne Memorial High School Band as they arrive 
to tour the school during the'Celebrate Wayne'program. 

mation and a welcome will be 
sent to them during the sum­
mer. 

Students currently attend­
ing parochial or private school 
also had the opportunity to 
attend "Celebrate Wayne." and 
parents/guardians were invit­
ed to attend the evening open 
house of Celebrate Wayne . 

There were meetings with 
the ninth-grade coordinator, 
Vanessa Stafford, and parents 
and students were able to view 
the displays from more 60 
clubs and activities available at 
WMHS in the media center, as 
well as tour the building and 
grounds. 
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Franklin Middle School eighth-graders Nicole McCaffrey (from left) and 
Jessica Bailey talk to Wayne Memorial cheerleaders Georgia Baker and 
Ashley Sullivan. 

Night Off 
Parents looking for an 

evening out should circle 
Friday, April 22, and June 3. 

Those nights the Westland 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, the Westland 
Jaycees and Hoops Stars 
Basketball and Academic 
Tutoring will offer Parents' 
Night Off. 

Parents can leave their chil­
dren at the Bailey Recreation 
Center 6-10 p.m. both evenings 
and enjoy a night out while the 
kids enjoy a pizza dinner 
(chips and a beverage includ­
ed) and two activities. The ( 
choices include basketball, 

cheerleading, math games and 
arts and crafts, and kids can 
choose the same activity for 
both sessions. 

The event is for children in 
first through eighth grades and 
cost $20 for one child per 
night off or $35 per child for 
both. Register by April 19 for 
the first night off and by May 
30 for the June 30 program at 
the Bailey Recreation Center, 
3351 Ford. 

For more information, call 
Ron Levin at (248) 496-3268'. 

Off and running 
North Brothers Ford and the 

City of Westland are sponsor­
ing the seventh annual 5K Fun 

Run and Walk Saturday, May 
14, for the benefit of the 
Karmanos Cancer Institute. . 

Runners and walkers collect 
donation in advance of the 
race/walk which will start at 9 
a.m. at the Bailey Recreation 
Center. Prizes and recognition 
will be awarded to the top 
three females and top three 
males in seven age groups -
ages 1-10,11-19,20-29,30-
39,40-49,50-59, 60 and over. 

The pre-registration dead­
line is May 7 and T-shirts are 
guaranteed for all registered by 
that date. The registration fee 
is $12 for students age 18 and 
under and $15 for adults. After 
May 7, the fee is $18. 

Registration starts at 8 a.m. on 
race day. 

For more information, con­
tact Erin Jackson at North 
Brothers Ford at (734) 524-
1232. Registrations can be sent 
to her attention at the dealer­
ship, 33300 Ford Road, . 
Westland,- MI 48185. Checks 
should be made payable to 
North Brothers Ford. 

Historic fashions 
Local historians will sponsor 

an "old-time" fashion show and 
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 13, to raise 
money to help repair the city's 
historic Octagon House. 

The cost is $12 per person. 
The event will be held at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 
behind City Hall on Ford 
Road. The show will be held in 
memory of the late Howard 
Becker, who was a supporter of 
the Octagon House. 

For more information or to 
inquire about tickets, call (734) 
729-1605, (734) 522-3918 or 
(734) 729-2953. 

SOUND OFF 

Musicians interested in 
buying or selling instruments 
and accessories will have 
another venue in which to do 
so - right in Garden City. 

David Goldsworthy is about 
to open the doors to Blues 
Airmen Guitars and Music, at 
30955 Ford Road. Over the 
years he's operated a Web site 
- and a band - under the 
same name. Now he's decided 
to do something he's always 
dreamed of - own his own 
music store. Goldsworthy said 
he already owns plenty of 
inventory. He's been storing 
about 150 guitars in his base­
ment and garage. 

The store, scheduled to 
open in May, will sell guitars, 
bass guitars, amplifiers, 
drums and accessories like 
strings and pedals, "mostly on 
consignment." He envisions 
the inventory will expand, 
and he'll eventually bring in 
music teachers who offer 
instrument lessons. 

Look for a variety of 
brands: Gibson, PRS, Fender, 
and other major, names in 
music. Goldsworthy said the 
merchandise will range from 
beginner's instruments to col­
lectibles. 

"This is something I've 
always wanted to do," he said. 

Blues Airmen Guitars and 
Music will be open from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. For more 
information, call (734) 525-
9101 or check bluesairmen-
music.com. 

GET ONLINE 
When viruses attack a com­

puter, Steve McLeod knows 
just how to fix it. As owner of 
recently-opened Internet City 
Computers in Westland, he 
does everything from sell and 
custom-build computers to 
repair them. 

McLeod ran the business 
from his Liyonia home for a 
few years, before opening the 
store in October. Since then, 
he's noticed more public 
exposure and is better 
equipped to keep up with 
changing technology. 

"Originally I got into Web 
design," he said. "I found 
building computers and 
repairing them to be a lot 
more exciting." 

With the ever-growing 
world of technology, and the 
constant threat of new com­
puter viruses, and spyware, 
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McLeod maintains a steady 
business. 

Customer Nancy Elder said: 
"Steve McLeod. is as nice as 
they come. He is very helpful 
and courteous to all of his 
customers and his prices are 
very reasonable - always 
below the prices of... where I 
used to go." 

McLeod doesn't keep a 
large inventory. He sells hard . 
drives, memory, monitors, 
keyboards, and other acces­
sories in the store, and aims 
to keep his prices "fairly com­
petitive." He estimates a gen­
eral service call costs about 
$40. 

Internet City Computers is 
at 35948 Ford Road in 
Westland. The store is open 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays 
and Thursdays; 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, and noon to 4 
p.m. Saturdays. For more 
information, call (734) PC-
STORE or visit www.inter-
netcitycomputers.com. 

FREE FOOD 
There is such a thing as a 

free meal. And, even better, 
you can get a free meal while 
helping a good cause. The 
recently opened Qdoba 
Mexican Grill in Farmington 
Hills invites the community 
to an Open House Fiesta from 
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday, 
April 29 at the restaurant. 

Bring the entire family for a 
free entree and fountain pop, 
balloons and coloring books 
for the kids, all to benefit the 
Muscular Dystrophy 
Association. Call (248) 354-
0950 or (248) 324-2185 for 
more information. 

Qdoba Mexican Grill is at 
33224 12 Mile Road in 
Farmington Hills. 

Staff writer Stacy Jenkins con­
tributed to this report. 

Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes 
about new and changing businesses. 
for the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. E-mail.tips on your new, 
favorite Wayne County shop to sea-"; 
soia@oe.homecomm.net or call (734) 
953-2054. 

MOM TO MOM SALE 

Ss. Simon and Jude Church 
will hold its first annual Mom 
to Mom sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April O, at the 
church, 32500 Palmer Road, 
Westland. Used infant and 
children's items will be for 
sale. There also will be a raffle 
and food will be available. 

Admission is $1 for adults 
and children free when 
accompanied by a parent. 
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