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Magical carpet designs 
AT HOME, SECTION B 

Chef adds little 
heat, lots of 
heart, to spices 
TASTI, PAGE B5 
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DON'T BLAME THE CARRIER 
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Today's late delivery is not the 
fault ofyour Observer carrier. 
Due to technical difficulties, we 
were unable to get the newspaper 
out on time. 
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Police seek owners of recovered stolen items 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Thousands of stolen items -
jewelry, foreign currency, cam­
eras, watches, collector knives, 
rare coins - have been recovered 
from a series of residential break-
ins in Westland, Garden City, 
Livonia and possibly other cities. 

Now, authorities are trying to 
round up victims who can claim 
what was stolen from them. 

Authorities saic] t^eyJaund the 
stolen goods March $9 while 
searching a Westland man's resi­
dence at Wildness' Park 
Apartments, on Warren between 
Newburgh and Central City 
Parkway. 

The apartment search came 
after Livonia police made a traffic 
stop and found what they identi­
fied as stolen items in the 
Westland suspect's car. 

The items will be on public dis­
play 1-9 p.m. Tuesday, April 12, at 
the Livonia police station on 
Farmington Road, south of Five 
Mile, said Westland police Lt. 
James Ridener. , 

"It's not going to be like a public 
shopping spree," he said. 

Rather, he said theft victims 
who have filed police reports 
should contact their local police 
department to let authorities 
know that they plan to show up 
for the public display in hopes of 
finding their belongings. 

"We will require that they have: 
a case number, and hopefully 
they'll make contact with their 
local police department before 
they go there," Ridener said. 
"They'll be able to look at the 
merchandise. If they find items 
that are theirs (and can prove it), 
they can leave with it." 

He urged theft victims, before 
going to the Livonia station, to try 
to contact any specific detective 
who is investigating their claim. 

"If they've made a.report with: 
whichever police agency, they : 
need to speak to that detective '; 

that was assigned to the case anal 
make arrangements to show up at 
the Livonia police station" 
Ridener said. 

As Westland police receive calls 
from potential victims, they are 
routinely printing out copies of 
police reports that they will be 
taking with them for Tuesday's 
public display. 

Victims trying to claim property 
will be taken to a basement area 
where the thousands of stolen items 
have been laid out, Ridener said. 
They will have to show identification 
to obtain their property. 

In Westland, theft victims who 
want to view the stolen items 
should contact the police depart­
ment's detective bureau 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. weekdays by calling (734) 
721-6311. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734)953-2110 
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One of the items recovered is a John Wayne collectible pocket 
knife. 

Program gives students real wor ld work skil ls 

0 " -H f t Fr , 3 A rC CGV-h"-* 

Ximara Ramirez (left) of Redford Thurston High School and Nicholas Spence of Wayne Memorial High School set up an experiment on measuring heat flow in 
the TEAM program physics class. 

The 
TEAM 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Like most high school 
juniors, Bri-Ane Edwards 
has begun thinking about 
life after graduation. 

For the Thurston High 
School student, life after 
12th grade will definitely 
include college. She is look­
ing into studying engineer­
ing and has already checked 
out Michigan State 

University and Kettering 
University. 

What she saw surprised 
her. 

"What they showed me, 
I'm already doing now," she 
said, 

Edwards is enrolled in the 
William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center's TEAM — 
Technical 
Education/Academic 

PLEASE SEE TEAM, A 4 

Tina Holly translated her experience with the TEAM 
program into a job as a quality technician at Spring 
Engineering and Manufacturing. Here she works with 
fellow quality! technician Dan Carter. 

Pope John Paul I I : 
'... He was cool' 

BY SUE MASON 

\ STAFF WRITER 

Cool isn't a word normally 
associated with a spiritual 
leader, but it's the word James 
Szymanski chose to describe 
Pope John Paul II. 

His reason for the excellent 
rating is a big part of the lega­
cy of the late pontiff- his abili­
ty to reach out to young peo­
ple. 

"He was a man of the peo­
ple," said Szymanski, an 
eighth-grader at St. Darnian 
School. "To teenagers and 
people our age, he was cool. 
He could relate to us and talk 
to the future of the church. 
Every time you saw him 
preach, he'd spread good news 
to teens." 

"He taught this generation 

a- - ^ 

Pope John Paul |l (1920-2005) 

to evangelize," added 
Kimberly Bruba of Canton, an 
eighth-grader at St. Raphael 
School in Garden City. "WeVe 
never had a pope who reached 
out to kids and helped them 
go out into the world and 
evangelize." 

They were statements 
repeated many times by 
eighth-grade students at the 
two schools this week as they 
walAd^aiidilist^e^^^e 
events in Vatican City uriiold 
in newspapers and on televi­
sion. 

"It's amazing how he affect­
ed youth and their commit- , 
ment, how he touched, them,": 
said Karen Eldrid, the eighth-
grade teacher at St. Darnian. 
KTo have touched so many... 
he certainly was a people's 
priest" 

For St. Raphael student 
Courtney Pellar of Garden 
City, the pope served as a role 
model in his iaith because of 
his good deeds and because -
"he was a common man." 

"I think he brought faiths 
together more than any other 
pope," she said. 

"We should get a new pope 
who does some of the same 
things," added classmate 
Diana Chokr of Westiand "He 
went out to everyone instead 
of just adults. He went to the 
young people. It's important 
to connect with the people." 

, . . P & l SEE POPE, A6 

Lack of support forces James to drop out of mayor's race 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

i.i 

Consumers Energy retiree Jay R. 
James has withdrawn from this year's 
Westland mayoral race, saying he 
couldn't mount an effective campaign 
against incumbent Sandra Cicirelli. 

"I think whoever runs against her is 
going to have a hard time," he said 
Tuesday. 

James, 61, had publicly announced 
his candidacy in February during a 

Westland City Council meeting, call­
ing for a change of leadership. 

James had vowed to trim the 
mayor's salary from $93,178 to 
$84,035 - the amount paid to the city 
clerk and the police and fire chiefs - if 
elected. 

He also campaigned on a platform 
of replacing some department heads, 
reducing the number of city vehicles 
provided to employees; guarding 
against any tax increases and slashing 
spending. 

James, established ai campaign Web 
site and also mailed letters to resi­
dents who, he had hojped, would sup­
port his candidacy. 

"I just couldn't get enough financial 
support and help" he; said. "I can't 
swing it all by myself: I really tried 
hard and talked to people, but I just 
don't have the pull." : 

James didh't rule oijrt resuming his 
candidacy - if he suddenly receives an 
outpouring of support He conceded, 
however, that he isn't .'expecting it. 

Moreover, he said he'd have to 
consult with his wife of 41 years, 
Jerilynn, before he would make 
such a move. 

"Right now," James said, "I'm just 
kind of disappointed." 

James lost a write-in campaign to 
become mayor four years ago when : 

Cicirelli defeated him and 
Councilman Richard LeBlanc. 

On Tuesday, City Clerk Eileen 
DeHart confirmed that no candi­
dates had officially filect to enter 

the mayoral race. 
Several potential candidates have 

picked up the paper work they need 
to seek nominating petitions from 
voters, but no one has officially 
entered the race. 

Cicirelli, in the final year of her first 
four-year term, has confirmed that 
she will seek re-election. She hasn't 
said when she will make her formal 
announcement. 

dciem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2110 
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Volunteers help make tax 
time easier with assistance 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

STAFF WRITER 

Last year, Darlene Jenkins'* 
sister prepared her income 
taxes and this year she was at 
the Maplewood Center get­
ting some help straightening 
it out. 

"My sister did it wrong last 
year, and 1 need to file it again," 
Jenkins said. "I'm grateful for 
the help. It could have cost me 
big time." 

A former cashier at Metro 
Airport now disabled with 
multiple sclerosis and other 
health problems, Jenkins 
said she was pleased to get 
help from Jim Jermanus, 
coordinator of the Tax-Aide 
Program. 

"Jim seems to be the answer 
person; everyone was asking 
him questions," Jenkins said. "I 
was hoping I would get him." 

Jermanus was attempting to 
sort out Jenkins' tax paper 
work last week. 

"It was wrong last year and 
we're correcting it," he said, 
trying to depipher notes writ- -
ten on her tax forms. 

With a volunteer staff of 
eight to 10, Jermanus expects 
the local site will complete 
more than 1,000 tax returns 
for low- to moderate-income 
seniors and other low-
income people through the 
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PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Volunteer Loretta Loacano works with Garden City senior Daniel Irwin on 
preparing his 2004 taxes through the Tax-Aide program, sponsored by AARP 
and the IRS. 
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Garden City tax coordinator Jim 
Jermanus goes over Marshal Spang's 
tax information. 

Tax-Aide Program sponsored 
by the American Association 
of Retired Persons and the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

Although senior citizens 
generally have their returns 
filed early, Jermanus said not 
all the program clients are so 
prompt. 

"We go right through April 
15, and we do some returns 
after that," Jermanus said. 
"Most of the seniors were in 
early; now, we're getting the 
procrastinators and the ugly 
returns." 

There is no charge for the tax 
preparation — all the prepar­
ers donate their time, includ­
ing training sessions. Like 
many of the volunteer tax pre­
parers, Jermanus didn't have a 
finance or accounting back­
ground. ~~~~ 

"I was a food peddler, I 
sold Little Debbie cakes 
before I retired," said 
Jermanus, who has-been 
working with the Tax-Aide 
Program for six years. 

Retired from a career in 
pharmaceutical sales, P.C. 
Dubai is working for the first 
year in the Tax-Aide Program 
after having helped with other 
programs previously. 

"I found out about it through 
the AARP magazine, this was 
the closest site," said Dubai, a 
Plymouth resident. "It's very 

good. I'm happy to be involved. 
I like helping people." 

The Maplewood site, open 
three days a week, draws • 
clients from Detroit, 
Farmington Hills, Canton, 
Romulus, Wayne and Inkster, 
in addition to Garden City. 

"We also do what I call field 
trips to Garden Tower, to 
Cherry Hill Tower and 
Greenwood Villa in Westland 
for about 160 shut-ins," , 
Jermanus said. "A lot of people 
send in their returns, and I ' | 
do it as long as I have a phone 
number in case I have ques­
tions." 

This year, the volunteer tax 
preparers are getting higher [ 
tech and using laptop comput­
ers to file the tax returns. 

"We have e-filed more than 
700 returns. The feds man­
dated that we e-file 80 per­
cent of our returns by 2006," 
Jermanus said. "We're doing 
it this year. Equipment was 
the biggest drawback. We've 
got laptop computers now." 

Appointments are required 
for the tax preparation pro­
gram, which is open 
Tuesdays through Thursdays 
until April 14. Call (734) 
793-1877 for more informa­
tion. 

lrogers@oe.homecomm,net | (734) 953-2103 

Spring Savings for 
Just a Short Time... 

Products to Last a Lifetime! 

Now Save 50% Off During Our Annual Factory 
Authorized Sale on Nichols & Stone 

FINANCING up to 18 MONTHS NO INTEREST 

Since 1933 

Walkcr/^uzeHberg 
fine furniture 

240 N. Main St. • PLYMOUTH • (734)4594300 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 

Any Nichols and Stone Purchase Only. Financing With Credit Approval. 

String Fling 
The Wayne-Westland -

Community Schools will host 
its annual Spring String Fling 
concert at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 13, at Stockmeyer. 
Auditorium adjacent to Wayne 
Memorial High School, 3001 
Fourth St., Wayne. 

The concert is free and 
includes string instrumental 
students and symphony 
orchestras from Wayne 
Memorial and John Glenn 
High school and the four mid­
dle schools. 

Mom to Mom sale 
Ss. Simon and Jude Church 

will hold its first annual Mom 
to Mom sale 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 9, at the 
church, 32500 Palmer Road, 
Westland. Used infant and 
children's items will be for sale. 
There also will be a rafHe and 
food will.be available. 

Admission is $1 for adults 
and children free when accom­
panied by a parent. 

Health fair 
Gethsemane M.B, Church's 

body and soul health ministry 
will sponsor a free health fair 
noon to 3:30 p.m. Sunday, 
April 10, at 29066 Eton, 
Westland. The fair will focus 
on blood pressure, dental, 
PDA, family practice doctors, 
optometry, podiatry and more. 

The Rev. John E. Duckworth 
is pastor. 

Historic fashions 
Local historians will sponsor 

an "old-time" fashion show and 
luncheon at 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, April 13, to raise 
money to help repair the city's 
historic Octagon House. 

The cost is $12 per person. 
The event will be held at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 
behind City Hall on Ford Road. 
The show will be held, in mem­
ory of the late Howard; Becker, 
who was a supporter of the 
Octagon House, J 

For more information or to 
inquire about tickets, call (734) 
729-1605, (734) 522-3918 or 
(734) 729-2953. I 

Night Off 
Parents looking for an 

evening out should circle 
Friday, April 22, and June 3. 

Those nights the Westland 
Parks and Recreation 
Department and Hoops Stars 
Basketball and Academic , 
Tutoring will offer Parents' \ 
Night Off. 

Parents can leave their chil­
dren at the Bailey Recreation 
Center 6-10 p.m. both evejnings 
and enjoy a night out while the 
kids enjoy a pizza dinner (chips 
and a beverage included) and 
two activities. The choices 
include basketball, cheerlead-
ing, math games and arts and 
crafts, and kids can choose the 
same activity for both sessions. 

The event is for children in 

PLACES AND FACES 
first- through eighth-grades 
and cost $20 for one child per 
night off or $35 per child for 
both. Register by April 19 for 
the first night off and by May 
30 for the June 30 program at 
the Bailey Recreation Center, 
3351 Ford. 

For more information, call 
Ron Levin at (248) 496-3268. 

Let's hear a cheer 
The Westland Stars Cheer 

and Dance Team is offering 
three clinics in April in 
advance of tryouts slated for 6-
8 p.m. Thursday, May 5. 

The clinics will be 6-8:30 
p.m. Thursdays, April 14,21 
and 28, in the multipurpose 
room of the Bailey Recreation 
Center, 36651 Ford, behind 
Westland City Hall, 

Everything you need to know 
will be taught at the clinics. If 
you are interested come 
dressed to work out (no jeans) 
and bring water (no pop or 
food). 

The coaches are Toni Lay, a 
Wayne-Westland school 
teacher with 22 years of coach­
ing experience and former 
cheerleader; Keri Morten, a 
former high school dancer and 
college cheerleader, and Jillian 
Wehrheim, a Junior Olympic 
champion dancer and high 
school cheerleader. 

The program is $5 per class 
or $25 per month. The Stars 
also will have a summer camp 
at Oakland University. All 
members will be invited to 
attend. 

Poker Tournament 
The Westland Jaycees is 

sponsoring a Texas Holdem 
Tournament and Vegas Night 
Saturday, April 16, at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 
36651 Ford. 

The tournament starts 
promptly at 6 p.m. and runs 
until 11 p.m. Pre-register by 
mail by April 1 for $40. Send 
your name, address, phone 
number and e-mail address to 
the Westland Jaycees, P.O. Box 
85191, Westland, MI 48185. 
Register at the door for $50, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. There 
will be no rebuy-ins during the 
tournament. 

The Vegas Night will open at 
7 p.m. and include blackjack, 
Let It Ride, Holdem and 
seven-card poker. Food, beer 
and pop also will be available. 

For more information, call 
(734) 2'28-0400 or by e-mail at 
wlholdem@yahoo.com. 

Spring bazaar 
The Edison Elementary PTO 

will have its Spring Bazaar 6-9 
p.m. Wednesday, April 20. 

The bazaar will feature a col­
lection of 25 vendors, mostly 
direct-sell businesses like 
Tupperware, DK Books and 
Party-Lite candles along with a 
few cash-and-carry vendors 
selling jewelry, denim purses, 
stamped greeting cards and 
other fun items. There will also 

be a bake sale held in conjunc­
tion with the bazaar, which will 
be held in the gym. 

No children will be allowed 
in the gym, however, baby-sit­
ting will be available. Edison 
School is at 34505 Hunter, 
Westland. 

Vendor fair 
St. Damian Church is invit­

ing parishioners and their 
friends who have home-based, 
businesses to participate in a 
vendor fair 1-4 p.m. Saturday, 
April 30, at the church on Joy 
Road east of Merriman. 

Vendors that will have 
exhibits and/or products 
include Arbonne International, 
Logenberger, Princess House 
Crystal, DK Books, Pampered 
Chef and Party Light & 
Creative Memories. 

For more information, call 
Ritaanne Felczak Otto at (734) 
425-8970. 

Parent seminar 
The Wayne-Westland 

Community Schools' Family 
Resource Center in collabora­
tion with Hegira Prevention is 
offering a parent seminar on 
Positive Discipline 5~6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 5,12 and 19, at 
Vandenburg Elementary 
School, 32101 Stellwagen, 
Wayne. 

The seminar will cover the 
difference between punish­
ment and discipline, how par­
enting styles affect how chil­
dren learn and more. Each 
participant will receive a copy 
of Jane Nelson's Positive 
Discipline. 

Participants can attend one 
session or all three. For more 
information, call (734) 419-
2709. 

Off and running 
North Brothers Ford and the 

City of Westland are sponsor­
ing the seventh annual 5K Fun 
Run and Walk Saturday, May 
14, for the benefit of the 
Karmanos Cancer Institute. , 

Runners and walkers collect 
donation in advance of the 
race/walk which will start at 9 
a.m. at the Bailey Recreation 
Center. Prizes and recognition 
will be awarded to the top 
three females and top three 
males in seven age groups -
ages 1-10,11-19, ,20-29,30-
39,40-49,50-59, 60 and over. 

The pre-registration dead­
line is May 7 and T-shirts are 
guaranteed for all registered by 
that date. The registration fee 
is $12 for students age 18 and 
under and $15 for adults. After 
May 7, the fee is $18. 
Registration starts at 8 a.m. on 
race day. 

For more information, con­
tact Erin Jackson at North 
Brothers Ford at (734) 524-
1232. Registrations can be sent 
to her attention at the dealer­
ship, 33300 Ford Road, 
Westland, MI 48185. Checks 
should be made payable to 
North Brothers Ford. 

Buy kids' clothes at home 
JUST BIG ENOUGH 

Just in time for warm spring 
temperatures, Livonia resident 
and fashion consultant Tami 
Zellner is about to unveil spring 
and summer collections for an 
exclusive line of children's dom­
ing, new to the area. 

Fit for toddlers through pre-
teens, big enough clothes, can't 
be found in a store. Zellner 
sells the European-inspired 
clothing at in-home trunk 
shows in the area. The compa­
ny uses a system called WOW, 
or World of Wardrobing. 

"WOW is a collection of great 
colors, prints and styles that work 
together to create exciting 
wardrobes for children ages 1-12," 
said Zellner. "This is especially 
helpful for those toddlers who 
insist on dressing themselves. 
They'll always make a perfect 
match." 

The girls' line for spring and 
summer includes pieces like 
cargo pleated skirts, Capri 
pants, mesh beachwear, white 
tank tops and ruffle skirts. For 
boys, athletic tops, reversible 

shorts, polo and Hawaiian style 
shirts are all available. 

For more informatiorij see 
www.bigenough.com. l b set up a 
trunk show locally, send e-mail to 
bigenough@ameritech.net. 

ON THE FLOOR 
Ed Barann began working at 

Plymouth Flooring Co. in 
Livonia, shortly after it opened in 
1975. Now, he co-owns the busi­
ness along with Gordon 
Laverdure. 

In February.the long-standing 
Livonia institution took up new 
residence at 17200 Farmington 
Road - the former site of Danny's 
Food Store. "The building had 
been vacant for at least 5-6 years," 
said Barann, 

Though they were originally 
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BARNETT 
S S Roofing and Siding Inc. S B 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

looking to remain on Plymouth 
Road, the new 18,000-square- : 
foot location fit the companies 
needs. 

In addition to the move, 
Plymouth Flooring Co. 
changed its name to Abbey 
Flooring and Design. 

"We're going to put on a new 
facade," said Barann, who will-
seek city site plan approval 
soon. By June, owners antici- > 
pate the work will be complete 
and the showroom will offer ":' 
12,000 square feet "full of anyjs 
thing you can walk on," 
, The flooring specialty com-' 
pany sells carpeting, wood, V : 
vinyl, laminate and ceramic tije 
floors, and offers installation.; 
By the time the renovation is : 
complete, Barann said, the 
company will offer "the best •'<'\\ 
selection in the area." ,";-

Abbey Flooring and Design ; 

employs six staff members ani. 
about 14 contracted installers.; 
Clientele come from Livonia, •/' 
Northville, Novi, Farmington; 
Farmington Hills, Plymouth,; • 
Canton and beyond. 

"We're very optimistic abotrt;^ 
the future," Barann said. ^^ 

Abbey Flooring and Design..;;/ 
is open 10 a.m, to 8 p.m. ;:\ 
Monday and Thursday, and 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, >( 
Call (734) 427-7120. .&& 

Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes aboiit;^ V 
new and changing businesses for the ;<H-^ / ; 

Observer S Eccentric Newspapers,.£-%#• £ V 
tips on your new, favorite Wayne Couj |y ; ; . : 

shop-to scasola@oe.homecomm.net $§§• .. < 
call (734) 953-2054. !BP -


