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Thousands of stolen items -
jewelry, foreign currency, cam-
eras, watches, collector knives,
rare coins - have been recovered
from a series of residential break-
ins in Westland, Garden City,
Livonia and possibly other cities.

Now, authorities are trying to
round up victims who can claim
what was stolen from them.,

Authorities said they found the
stolen goods March 20 while
searching a Westland man’s resi-

The apartment search came
after Livonia police made a traffic
stop and found what they identi-
fied as stolen items in the
Westland suspect’s car,

The items will be on public dis-
play 1-9 p.m. Tuesday, April 12, at
the Livonia police station on
Farmington Road, south of Five
Mile, said Westland police L.
James Ridener. ,

“It’s not going to be like a pubhc
shopping spree,” he said. ‘

Rather, he said theft victims
who have filed police reports
should contact their local police

“We will require that they have
a case number, and hopefully
they’ll make contact with their
local police department before
they go there,” Ridener said.
“They’ll be able to look at the
merchandise. If they find items
that are theirs (and can prove it),
they can leave with it.”

He urged theft victims, before
going to the Livonia station, to try
to contact any specific detective,
who is investigating their claim.

“If they've made a.report with
whichever police agency, they
need to speak to that detective '

wiww.hometownlife.com

eek owners of recovered stolen items

Newspaper classified sections
are available at the Reference

Desk

As Westland police receive calls
from potential victims, they are
routinely printing out copies of
police reports that they will be
taking with them for Tuesday’s
public display.

Victims trying to claim property
will be taken to a basement area
where the thousands of stolen items
have been laid out, Ridener said.
They will have to show identification
to obtain their property.

In Westland, theft victims who
want to view the stolen items
should contact the police depart-
ment’s detective bureau 9 a.m. to
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Pope John Paul II
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Lack of support forces James to drop out of mayor

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Consumers Energy retiree Jay R.
James has withdrawn from this year’s
‘Westland mayoral race, saying he
couldn’t mount an effective campaign
against incumbent Sandra Cicirelli.

“I think whoever runs agamst heris
going to have a hard ttme, he said
Tuesday.

James, 61, had publicly announced
his candidacy in February during a

Westland City Council meeting, call-

ing for a change of leadership.
James had vowed to trim the

mayor’s salary from $93,178 to

$84,035 - the amount paid tothe city -
-clerk and the pohce and fire chiefs - if

elected.

He also campaigned on a platform
of replacing some department heads,
reducing the number of city vehicles
provided to employees‘; guarding
against any tax increases and slashmg
spending,

James established a campaign Web
site and also mailed letters to resi-
dents who, he had hojped, would sup-
port his candidacy.

“I just couldn’s get :nough financial
support and help,” he said. “I can’t
swing it all by myself: T really tried
hard and talked to people, but I just

don’t have the pull.”

James didn’t rule oyt resuming his
candidacy - if he sudcienly receives an
outpouring of supporl; He conceded,
however, that he isn’t: expectlng it.

e

Moreover, he said he'd have to

-consult with his wife of 41 years,
- Jerilynn, before he would make

such a move. ;
“Right now,” James said, “ra just
kind of dlsappomted ”
James lost a write-in campaign to

become mayor four years ago when bl

Cicirelli defeated him and -
Councilman Richard LeBlanc,

On Tuesday, City Clerk Eileen
DeHart confirmed that no candi-
dates had officially filed to enter -

3 réi‘ce'

the mayoral race.

Several potential candidates have
picked-up the paper work they need
to seek nominating petitions from
voters, but no one has officially
entered the race:

Cicirelli, in the final year of her first

' four-year term, has confirmed that
- she will seek re-election. She hasn’t

said when she will make her formal
announcement.
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