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Joseph L. Tebor of the Bova VFW Post 9885 places a flaq ona veteran s grave at Cadlllac Memorial Gardens West Saturday afternoon in honor

of Memorial Day.

= Fallen heroes

Volunteers make
sure flags fly over
veterans' graves

Flags The graves of veterans dating
back to World War I were dressed in the
Stars and Stripes in time for Memorial
Day, thanks to the efforts of a group of
volunteers,

Each year, members of the Bova VFW
Post 9885, its ladies, junior girls and
men’s auxiliaries, the Vietnam Veterans
of America Chapter 387 and JROTC stu-
dents from Livonia Churchill and Livonia
Stevenson high schools gather on the
Saturday before Memorial Day at -

- Cadillac Memorial Gardens West in
Westland in what has become an impor-
ta.nt part of the hohday weekend,

- Their mission is to decorate the graves
'of veterans with small American flags, .

“We try to cover as many as we can,”
said Rick Patrny, VVA secretary and
VEW trustee. “We usually do 1,800 flags
and there’s still some graves left, We keep

I adding flags each year”

The decorating of the graves came the

day before residents lined Wayne and

Ford roads for the city’s annual Memorial
Day parade.

The volunteers have been meeting at
the cermetery for eight-10 years. They
meet ai the administrative building and
carpool to the veterans area “in the far
back corner” where a brief ceremony,
originated by the VVA chapter, is held.
Then the group breaks up into teams.

Usually 20-30 volunteers take part in
the effort.

“I have a buddy from Vietnam buried
there and I take care of that,” Pairny said.
“There’s also a father and son who both
served in Vietnam buried there”

. One volunteer cruises through the
cemetery, resupplying volunteers w1th
flags.

The flags stay on the graves for three-
four weeks and then are gathered by
cémetery personnel and returned to the
veteran’s organization to-use the next
year.

" The remembrance is just one of several
type ceremonies the veterans group do-
throughout the year, Their next big event
will be the POW-MIA ceremony slated
for 6 p.m. the third Friday in September
at Westland City Hall on Ford.

According to Patrny, the ceremony is
the second largest in the state.

Sue.Lemmon, a mémber of the Bova
VFW Post 9885 ‘s Ladies Auxiliary,
By Sue Mason pauses after placing a flag on a grave.

Teens find Junior Civitans good experience

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSI

younger group and they encourage students,

ties. The Civitan International Foundation

CORRESPONDENT

While a lot of teenagers are whiling away
their time on computer and video games,
Stephanie Zielke of Westland devotes an .
average of two hours daily working on proj-
ects sponsored by the newly formed Westland
Ambassadors Junior Civitan Club.

Zielke, 14, is 2 freshman at Wayne
Memorial High School and vice president of
the youth chapter of the Civitan group.

The Junior Civitan Club was co-founded by -
Zielke’s grandmother, Ruth Zielke, with her
friend, Barbara Polich. Both women are
Westland residents and members of the aduit
chapter of the Westland Civitan Club.

Ruth and Polich work as advisers to the
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in sixth through 12th grades, to consider join~
ing the nonprofit group that focuses on help-
ing-a wide range of people in the comrunity.

The Westland Junior Civitan Club started

with 16 students when it was formed in
November and it has already grown to 36
youngsters from Westland, Livonia, Taylor,
Dearborn Heights, Southfield, Wayne and as
far away as Onstead.

“These kids in the club are an awesome
bunch of kids,” Ruth said. .

The group was launched after Stephanie
helped her grandmother with a couple of
fund-raisers for the adult Westland Civitans,
like selling flag magnets to benefit the Civitan
International Research Center which helps
people challenged by developmental disabili-

awarded a grant of up to $1 million for 20
years to the University of Alabama at
Birmingham for the creation of the Civitan
International Research Center, which was the
first institution of its kind in the U.S, solely

" dedicated to research of developmental dis-

abilities.

Through interdisciplinary resea,rch clinical
services and community programs, the
Civitan International Research Center
improves the lives of people at risk for, or
affected by developmental disabilities,
according to the Civitan Web site,
tan.org.

The center conduets research on the devel- .

www.civi-

PLEASE SEE CIVITANS, A5 -

District, 2
unions OK
contracts

" BY SUE MASON ‘
STAFF WRITER

Labor peace prevails between the Wayne-
Westland Community Schools and two more of its " .
unions, :

The board of education has approved a new two~
year contract with its secretarial union, two weeks
after approving a two-year agreement with the
Brotherhood of Specialized Skills.

Both agreements are retroactive to July 1, 2004,
and were approved overwhelmingly by the umons
rank-and-file,

" Both contracts include 2-percent pay increases in
- each of the two years and health care changes that
will help the district better manage those costs.

“It’'s what we've been striving for,” said Gary
Martin, deputy sﬁperintendent for business. “The
cost has been going up 10-20 percent a year aud I
most years, it's been 15-20 percent” ¥

Both unions agreed to a step down from the
MESA Super Care program to MESA Choices, a i
more managed PPO plan. Additionally, new BOSS il
members will be offered an HMO-style plan.

PLEASE SEE CONTRACTS, A5 3

Walkway project
helps maintain |
1-room school |

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

The road to Oz was built with vellow bricks, but
‘Westland historians chose red for the walkway that
leads to the old one-room Perrinsville schoothouse at
Warren and Cowan.

And, while Dorothy and friends sought help from a
far-away Wizard, local historians are looking closer -
1o home.

Historians are selling bricks for $100 each and
allowing buyers to choose what they want engraved
on them. B

Already, former teachers and students who attend-
ed the school have contributed to the walkway proj- -~

PLEASE SEE WALKWAY, A4

Jim Franklin, president of the Friends of the Westfand Historical
-Museum, shows how the engraved paver bricks are being
placed in the walkway at the Perrinsville School, -
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