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Alisa Hayosh, 14, of Westland (left) and Tyler Retting, 12, of Livonia enjoy biting for doughnuts at the Halloween party at Camp Abie, Canton's camp for disabled 
kids. Holding the doughnuts is camp counselor Jon Gordon. 

Special camp for special kids 
Camp Able provides social time for special-needs youth 

8Y CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 

It's not just anywhere that a kid can dress 
like a princess. But at Camp Able in 
Canton, 13-year-old Carly Diakow of 
Livonia, wore a sparkly blue dress and a 
bejeweled tiara, transforming herself into 
royalty for the day camp's summertime 
Halloween party. 

Camp Able is an eight-week summer day 
camp for 8- to 15-year-old children with 
special needs. 

"What we really strive for, one of our 
goals, is to introduce the kids to being 
independent, and work to give them 
opportunities for socialization and explo
ration," said camp counselor Krysten Salla. 

Twice a week, the children - as many as 
18 at a time - head to the Summit on the 
Park for an afternoon swim. And three 
times a week, the children go on field trips, 
including a trip to the bowling alley, a 
Detroit Tigers game, and the Detroit Zoo. 

"The kids just love coming to camp," said 
camp counselor Heidi Schmidt. 

The camp is better equipped to help chil
dren with special needs than other day care 
programs, because the staffers have some 
level of experience and expertise in work
ing with children with disabilities. 

One of the staffers is a teacher who is 
certified in special education. Other 
staffers are college students who are study
ing special education and other fields of 
study that introduce them to special needs 
children. 

cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 

Police question family about son's stabbing 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A dispute between two brothers ended 
with Westland police being notified early 
Monday of a stabbing. 

Police believe that the 23-year-old victim 
was stabbed at a residence on Venoy near 
Avondale. He is recovering at the 
University of Michigan Hospital from an 
injured spleen, police Sgt. James Dexter 
said. 

The victim, stabbed in the torso, initially 
indicated to authorities that his 24-year-

old brother stabbed him, but the family has 
since become reluctant to discuss what 
happened, Dexter said. 

"They're not talking," he said. 
Moreover, authorities have had difficulty 

with the investigation because those 
involved speak broken English. 

"They're Polish immigrants " police Lt. 
James Ridener said. 

Police received a telephone call about 
12:45 a.m. Monday that the younger broth
er had been stabbed, possibly by his older 
sibling. 

Authorities also believe that the older 

brother was involved in an earlier incident 
in which he held a knife to his sister's 
throat, Dexter said. 

"She had a mark on her neck that the 
police officers took pictures of," he said. 

The sister, too, speaks broken English 
and hasn't been able to help police much 
with their investigation, Dexter said. 

The investigation was continuing this 
week. The victim remained at TJ-M 
Hospital, where he was described as con
scious and improving. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2110 

but doesn't 
dampen fest 

BY JULIE BROWN 
STAFF WRITER 

Jamie Manning, 22, doesn't know exactly how he 
emerged as a first-place winner in the Westland Civitari 
pie-eating contest at the Westland Summer Festival. 

"Don't breathe," said Manning, who works at Concrete 
Jungle, Westland's skate park. "That's what it is." 

The pie-eating contest — with Kowalski's providing the . 
Blazo's pies — was a Sunday afternoon highlight of the fes
tival, which ran Wednesday through Monday, concluding 
with Fourth of July fireworks. 

Manning had two brothers who emerged as first-place 
winners in their age division - Jalen, 12, a seventh-grader 
at Marshall Middle School, and Jacob, 8, a third-grader at 
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Foul play unlikely in death 
of man found in Rouge 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A man whose body was pulled from a Westland river on 
Saturday has been identified as 49-year-old Daniel Moody 
of Garden City. 

A dive team from the Wayne County Sheriff's 
Department dragged Moody's body from the Rouge River 
after two people spotted him about 8 p.m. Saturday, 
authorities said. 

Foul play isn't suspected in the death of Moody, whose 
body was snagged on a tree branch in the Hawthorne 
Ridge area of Hines Park, sheriff's department spokesman 
John Roach said. 

"At this point it appears to be accidental," he said. 
Moody's relatives couldn't be reached early this week, but 

Roach said the victim was known to ride his bicycle to the 
Rouge River, where he liked to fish. 

This week, authorities were awaiting word from the 
Wayne County Medical Examiner's Office on whether alco
hol may have played a role in the death. 

"It looks like it could have been a factor," Roach said. 
Moody had been staying with his mother in Garden City, 

and she had last seen him three days before his body was 
found, Roach said. 

Moody had no identification on him when he was found, 
but authorities got fingerprints, and relatives also came for
ward after seeing news reports of a body being found in the 
river, Roach said. 

Moody's death apparently hadn't just happened when his 
body was found. 

"He apparently had been there for a long time," Roach 
said. "He fished in the area and usually rode a bike. A bike 
was found not far from there." 
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FESTIVAL 
FROM PAGE At 

Wildwood Elementary. 
Another first-place winner 

was Roxanne Young, 14, an 
eighth-grader at Stevenson 
Middle School. There were a 
number of other winners, 
helped along by Robert 
Kosowski, city parks and recre
ation director. 

"Is there any trash talk going 
on yet?" Kosowski asked as 
competition continued. 
"Second place is still up for 
grabs," he added as a first-place 
winner emerged in one age 
division, 

The contest is held "for the 
fun of it," said Barb Polich of 
the Civitans, a festival board of 
directors member. "People love 
to do stuff like this." Miss 
Westland Leah Potvin and the 
first and second runners-up 
were judges. 

Nearby was Ashley Cadaret, 
12, who proved adept with the 
darts, popping balloons to win 
stuffed animals. 

"I just threw," the Marshall 
seventh-grader said of her 
strategy. "It's just luck." 

She came to the festival with 
her grandparents, Sandy and 
Beverly Cadaret, and brother 
Nikolas, 8, a Wildwood sec
ond-grader. 

"I like playing the games and 
the rides," Ashley said. 

Her grandmother described 
the festival as "very nice." 

Normie June Brazier, a festi
val board of directors member, 
was beaming Sunday after
noon. The Alexander Zonjic 
concert Saturday evening was 
popular, she said, as were other 
events such as the Mother 
Goose storytelling and Richard 
Paul puppet show. The Impact 
7 band with jazz, oldies and 
Motown drew crowds Friday 
and Sunday. 

"Everybody has loved the 
whole setup this year," Brazier 
said. "It's been great. It's been 
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Chairman Kenneth Mehl 
noted the Monday fireworks 
were delayed about half an 
hour by rain and some people 
left. 

"It's unfortunate that the 
rain came," said Mehl, who 
gave the festival overall high 
marks. "I think it was very suc
cessful. People enjoyed them
selves." 

The rides, entertainment 
and food concessions also drew 
praise. 

"Everybody seemed to be 

Robert Lyndrup plays trombone in the Wayne-Westland Festival Band. The 
band members were from both John Glenn and Wayne Memorial high schools. 

happy" said Mehl, who also 
cited the terrific Zonjic per
formance. 

In the future, he'd like to get 
more businesses involved, not 
just as sponsors, but also with 
help in advertising the festival. 
Art Van, St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital and local businesses 
were involved this year. 

"I think where we're lacking 
is volunteers," said Mehl, who 

HARNETT 
S S Roofing and Siding Inc. B E 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Coun^UV^ 

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

The "scientific romance" War of the 
Worlds was originally published as a 
serial in Pearson'5 weekly June-July 
1897. 

WJii!eJtl^^^c6i.sidered by 
r^riftfirbe" the father of the modern 

science fiction novel, he himself con
sidered his SciFi work to be "inconse
quential." Had he heard the Orson 
Welles broadcast of Oct. 30,1938, he 
might have changed his mind. 

Despite the fact that listeners were 
warned four times during the broad
cast that what they were listening to 
was simply a play, Welles' radio 
dramatization of the invasion of earth 
by Martians caused a mass panic. 

People rushed police stations, 
demanding to know when the evacua
tions were starting. One woman was 
found in her bathroom with poison, 
insisting she would rather die by pot-

Standard Federal Bank is helping make it 

possible for people everywhere to afford 

a new home—with our free home buying 

seminar and Community Home Buyer's 

Program. Stop by the neighborhood location 

Nsted below for heipfui advice on choosing 

the right home and the right home financing. 

At the conclusion of the seminar, you'll 

receive a certificate entitling you to apply 

for a home loan under.our Community Home 

Buyer's Program, which offers smaller 

down payments and less restrictive terms. 

We hope you can join us. 

Plus receive a certificate for $100 off your 

closing when you complete the seminar. 

Saturday, July 9,2005 
Dorsey Community Center 
32715 Dorsey Road 
Westland, Mi 
10a.m,tonoon 

R.S.V.P. by calling (800) 643-9600, ext 22532 

Refreshments wi l l be served. 

Standard Federal Bank 
A B N A M R O 

{CS Member FDIC. Certain income limits apply, and there are no guarantees that your 
LZJ loan will be approved. Participants in the program are under no obligation to apply 
ri&™ for a mortgage loan. ©2005 Standard Federal Bank N A 

welcomes calls at (734)'261-
5955 from those who'd like to 
volunteer. If a lot of people do 
just a little work, he said, the 
festival can be even better. 

The petting zoo was popular 
with kids again this year, and 
Mehl noted many children 
wouldn't otherwise see camels 
and such animals. 

"That is always an attrac
tion," he said. 

INFORMATION CENTRAL 

son than by Martian death rays. 
St. Michael's Hospital i n * t e f £ ' 

treated fjeepftft'r shock and hysteria, 
in Birmingham, Ala., there were prayer 
groups, and one woman in Boston 
insisted she could see the alleged 
fires, and she and her neighbors pre
pared to leave the city. 

Hopefully, the new movie version of 
this seminal work won't generate so 
much fear, but it probably will. After 
all, it is directed by the master of big 
special effects, Steven Spielberg. 

if you would like to experience the 
original War of the Worlds first hand, 
the library has several versions: The 
original Mercury Theatre production, 
a new production featuring the voices 
of the cast of Star Trek, the Next 
Generation, a fascinating video docu
mentary featuring original footage of 
the madness. 
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Wayne-Westland Junior Miss Lauren 
Perry rides with Junior Prince and 
Princess Anthony Adams and Kayla 
Franks in the festival parade. 

s PLACES AND FACES 

Helping vets 
Veteran's Haven, Inc., of 

Wayne, in conjunction with 
Motor City Car Wash and 
Elizabeth's Bridal Manor of 
Northville, sponsors a "Vets 
Helping Vets" spaghetti dinner 
benefit for U.S. Army veteran •? 
Brian Kolfage and Marine 
Dustin Howell, both wounded 
in Iraq. The dinner takes place 
at the VFW Hall Post No. 4012,-. 
438 S. Main, Northville, 3-7 '. . 
p.m. Sunday, July 10. Tickets w 
are $ 6 per person at the door. ; i 
Karaoke starts at 6> p.m., and a "> 
cash bar will be available. Tax , 
deductible donations can be 
made to Veteran's Haven, Inc., ., 
4924 S. Wayne Road, Wayne, ;-
MI 48184. C 

Top cookie 
One young woman from, (. ,-

Westland decided not to settle -• 
for mediocrity this past winter. •-, 
Bridget Marie Walker was rec- , 
ognized as the top cookie seller. _ 
in Westland by the Girl Scouts ,̂ 
of Metro Detroit. 

During the annual sale, she s 
sold 1,001 packages of cookies, ., 
showing her dedication to Girl .; 
Scouting and to her communi-
ty. Proceeds from the sale stay 
within the local council. 

Girl Scouts of Metro Detroit 
is the sixth largest Council in 
the United States, providing 
developmental activities for 
more than 30,000 Girl'Scouts' 
ages 5-17. For more informa
tion, please visit the Gkl Scouts 
of Metro Detroit Website at 
www.gsofrnd.org or call (800) 
326-0309. 

Adopt a pet 
The Michigan Humane 

Society and Art Van will spon
sor a pet adoption nopn-4 p.m. , 
Sunday, July 10, at the furni- ; 
ture store, 8300 Wayne Road, 
north of Ford. 

The humane society's mobile , 
adoption unit will be, on site 
with homeless companion ani
mals looking for new, loving ^ 
homes. 

For more information, call 
(5§6) 648-6263. 

"35VoVat at 7 p.m. July 11- Enjoy 
songs about dragons, unicorns and 
rainbows, Free tickets available at the 
library, 

Bilingual Storytime at 7 p.m. 
July 12 - Enjoy stories, songs, and 
rhymes in both English and French. All 
ages. 

Medieval beliydanclng at 7 p.m. 
July 12 - Try this period style dance. 
Wear comfortable clothing. Grades 6-
12. 

Stories in the Garden at 10:30 
a.m. July 13 - Enjoy stories, songs, 
and rhymes in the children's garden. 
All ages. 
The William P. Faust Public Library 
is at 6123 Central City Parkway, 
Westland. For More information, call 
(734)326-6123. 

A story in the July 3 Observer, 
about a 50th anniversary party ; 
thrown for Plymouth residents 
Richard and Violet Koch 
should have said the party was 
thrown by fellow walkers at . 
Laurel Park Place 
Mall. Organizers also wished to 
thank the retailers who provid
ed items for the party, along 
with Bernie and Barb Brennan 
for taking pictures, cataloguing 
and putting them in albums. 

G R E A T L A K E S DERMATOLOGY 

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O. 
Board Certified DLimatolojKt 

Specializing in Diseases 
ofthe Skin, Hair & Nails 

Invites you to visit his new location 
and get the care you deserve. 

• Skin Cancer • Eczema 
• Moles • Acne • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 

Botox 2 0 % off br Limited Time 
Accepting New Patients • All Ages 

Call for Appointment (248) 4 7 8 - 7 7 3 3 
28080 Grand River • Suite 208 • Farmmgton Hills 

Located in the North Professional Building 
attached to Botsford Hospital o g M 1 W M 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
A public auction is to be held to satisfy a landlord's lien under Act 
148 of 1985 State of Michigan Code law. Property will be sold to the 
highest bidder for cash. Seller reserves the right to withdraw 
property from sale. 

This sale shall take place on July 29. 20Q5 at 1:00 pm. Located at 
Store-It Self Storage. 29180 Van Born. Westland. MI 48185 ; 

Unit #224 Samantha Poskitt includes bakers rack, bedroom 
furniture, x-mas decorations, chair, desk, misc boxes & bags -
contents unknown, computer & printer 

Unit #171 Jonelle P. Stephens includes washer, dryer, stereo, kid's 
toys, file cabinet, x-mas tree, misc household items. 

Unit #104 Latherisa Vaughn includes dishes, misc boxes, bags -
contents unknown 

Unit #A92 Carol Banks includes washer, shelves, bags - contents 
unknown 

Unit #82 Mark Glasper includes freezer, dresser, nightstand, t.y., 
stove, washer, dryer, toys, crib, weight bench, misc boxes & bags -
contents unknown 

Unit #64 Patricia Dechon includes entertainment center, table & 
chairs, end tables, VCR, DVD, couch, love seat, window $it 
conditioners 

Unit #4 Charlene Singles includes refrigerator, mini refrigerator, 
stove, mailbox post 

Unit #86 Abandoned items include entertainment center, dresser, 
bed, armoire, vanity, toys 

Unit #47 Sheldon Benson includes wood, cement, tools 

Unit #43 Darryl Lewis includes lawnmower, bar-b-que, bunk bed, 
couch, love seat, bike, weed whacker, refrigerator, tables, exercise 
equipment, misc household items 

Publish; July 7 & 10,2005 OEOSMMK 
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Welcome home 
Westland family moves into their Habitat home 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
' \ STAFF WRITER 

Just minutes before the 
dozens of visitors, volunteers 
and<well-wishers arrived, Neil 
Wesley toweled beads of per-
spiratirin from his forehead 
and bent down to lift a piece of 
lumber from the dusty ground. 
Inside his new house, Habitat 
for Humanity volunteers 
scrambled to finish sweeping 
and polishing and hammering 
last-minute details in the 
house, which was constructed 
injust eight weeks. v1 - ?•>-.• 
, The Wesley house on 
Marlowe Street is Canton's first 
Habitat for Humanity home. 
Wesley and his family (wife 
Natasha, and three children, 
ages' 7,3 and 2) got the keys to 
their/ new home at a June 24 
ceremony at the house. The 
family Will soon move from 
their apartment in Westland 
into the'first house Wesley has 
ever owned. 

"I do feel pretty proud" he 

said. "My goal was always to 
own a house by the time I was 
30 years old, and I'm 29 now 
so I made it a little early." 

One of Habitat for 
Humanity's requirements is 
that homeowners must volun
teer - on their own homes and 
others - then they receive a no-
interest, 20-year mortgage, pay 
their homeowner's insurance 
and property taxes. Most; 
Habitat homeowners pay 
between $400 and $600 per 
month on the mortgage, insur
ance arid taxes. 

Wesley lost count of how 
many hours of "sweat equity" 
he has racked up, once he got 
to about 300 hours. \ , 

"My wife kept me on track," 
he said, adding that he works 
full time for Comcast, and 
attends school by night. "She is 
the one who kept me on sched
ule with working those hours." 

Natasha Wesley also logged 
hundreds of hours, and even 
the children rolled up their 
sleeves to help out. 

"I cleaned the basement," 
said 7-year-old Jalen, straight
ening up his posture, proud to 
have had a part in building his 
family's home. 

But the job is too big for a 
family to accomplish on its 
own. That's where the volun
teers come in. 

The Canton Circle of Faith, 
made up eight local churches, 
sent in teams of volunteers. 
The group formed in April 
2004, and joined forces with 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Western Wayne County to help 
sponsor and build a home in 
Canton. 

The result was a four-bed
room, 1,200 square-foot house 
on a quiet gravel street off Ford 
Road. 

"The volunteers who built 
this house are pretty phenome
nal," said Alice Dent, executive 
director of Habitat for 
Humanity of Western Wayne 
County. 

"We have a core of volun
teers that have been here every 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Cornelius and Natasha Wesley ta lk about their experience wi th Habitat for 
Humanity during the ceremony in which they received the keys to their new 
Canton home. 

day, to build every house. They 
work at it like it's their j obs, 
when it's freezing rain or 95 
degrees outside," Dent said, 
fanning herself with a program 
for the home's dedication cere
mony. "They do the dirty work 
that no one else will do." 

One of those core volunteers 
is Burton Sherlow of Wayne. 
He's worked on each of the 
Western Wayne houses. Every 
day he comes to the job site, 
and even though he's not being 
paid, there is a payoff, he said. 

"My wife said I could retire 
as soon as I got a new job," 

Sherlow said, chuckling. "This 
is my job." 

The truth is, Sherlow, a 
retired teacher, enjoys the sat
isfaction of seeing a project 
from start to finish. 

Fellow volunteer Norm 
Recla, of Livonia, has worked 
on J3 sites since he started vol
unteering with Habitat. 

Retired from Ford Motor 
Co., Recla said it was Habitat's 
mission that got him involved. 

"There is a need out there, 
and we enjoy the work," he 
said. 

Habitat of Western Wayne is 

' * % 
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Bryce Wesley, 2, looks over a photo -
board detail ing the story behind his 
family's new home, which was buil t ! 

by volunteers through the Habitat for 
Humanity program. 

on track to reach its goal of 50 ' 
houses in 15 years. Established 
in 1995, the group has already 
built 19 houses (the Canton 
home was the 18th), and will 
build at least four a year until 
2010 to meet the goal, Dent 
said. ! 

For more information about Habitat " 
for Humanity of Western Wayne 
County, cali (734) 459-7744 or visit 
online at www.habitatwwc.org. . 

cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net 
(734)459-2700 . 

Westland resident 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
j STAFF WRITER ' 
i , • 
i 

A! Westland man suspected 
in d series d'f armed robberies 
has .been captured in Wayne, 
authorities said. 

The 28-year-old suspect is 
facing possible armed robbery 
charges in Westland, Canton 
and Northville, police said. 

Jonathan David Pentz, a resi
dent of Willow Creek 
Apartments in Westland, 
already was arraigned Tuesday 
in Wayne on armed robbery 
and felony firearms charges. 

He was jailed in lieu of a 
$20,000 cash bond in Wayne 
as he awaits fcharges in other 
communities; 

Pentz confessed this week to 
Westland police Sgt. James 
Dexter that he robbed two local 
businesses - the Radio Shack 
on Ford Road near Wayne and 
the Game Crazy store at 
Merriman and Michigan 
Avenue, authorities said. The 

DEATHS 
A 

Wesley Angles, 87, of Westland, 
died June 24. 

6 
Bemjce Bals.ley.J00, of Miiford, 

^Ju iy f -m ', < 
:: IWanorSkknfn 82, of Clarkston, 
.. IdnraHy w WestBtbbmfield, died 

June 30. 
' " C 

: Jan Coil, 77, of Birmingham, died 
"June24. ; 

: . I . I?. *l 

• James R. Kent, 62, died July 3. 
: • [ ; ' • ' . M S 
; Roy McCormick, 71, of West 
' B r a n c h , died June 28. 
: • ; ; • * • 

« James " J i m " David Roberts Sr., 
:. 42, of Livonia, died July 3. 

:* ..; . u s 
•; Sfster Mary Ceiestp Schneider, 92, 

Silvan Glen 
Golf Course 

25 Rochester Road 
t»619»7600 

i$. Holes with Cart 
Saturday / Sunday 
- 3 pm $35 00 per person 

,$27.00 Seniors 62+ 
1-4 people pef coupon 

MuM present coupon to 
' receive discount 

Reservations required. 
Offer expires July 31,2005 

Radio Shack robbery happened 
June 19; the Game Crazy 
holdup, June 13. 

"He has confessed to both of 
our robberies," police Lt. James 
Ridener said. 

The suspect admitted to hav
ing a gun with him during the 
Westland robberies, authorities 
said. 

Dexter interviewed the sus
pect after his capture early this 
week at Westchester Towers in 
Wayne, where authorities 
believe he had been staying 
with a friend. 

"He apparently was hiding 
out there," Dexter said. 

A small-caliber, automatic 
handgun was found during the 
arrest, authorities said. 

Pentz has been scheduled for 
a July 19 preliminary hearing 
in Wayne District Court. On 
charges in that city, alone, he 
could face penalties ranging up 
to life in prison, if convicted. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734)953-2110 
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For t h e Record, appears in every 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's newspaper in 
Passages on page B7. 

of Farmington Kills, died June 29. 
Leon A. Snapp, 87, died June 25. 

W 
Linda L. Wilson, 59, died May 17. 

Closed For Vacation 
July 3rd-July 17th 

'"IQ..~—.......— www.dHUicMms.wm. -....-. •«»"" 

The best toy sale of the year!' 

Save Orv More Than 
30,000 Toys • Polls 

& Activities! 
The. F&rent Teacher Resource Center 
(Mom's Headquarters for Summer Lsaming) 

H e Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop T-J-17W L i M l l e - I t o H r v : . ' 4 t ! - > I V ' t l l 
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VetlZOnwireiess 
We never stop working foryoui 

TO MAKE FAMILY TIME THIS SUMMER. 

GET ONE 

WHEN YOU BUY ONE 

after $50.00 mai l in rebate on each phone 
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Upgrade to America's Most Reliable Wireless Network. 

1.877.2BUY.VZW ^ verizonwireless.com 
VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES 
ANN ARBOR 
2570 Jackson Ave. 
(Next to Blockbuster) 
734-769-1722 
Briarwood Mall 
n Sear's Wing, 
ear Center Ct) 

AUBURN HILLS 
Great Lakes Crossing Mall 
248-253-1799 

8159 Challls, Suite C 
(Of Grand River, in fi " ' 
810-225-4789 

FENTON 
17245 Silver Pkwy 
(in the Sear's plaza) 
810-629-2733 

.FT. GRAM? 
4129 24th Avenue 
810-385-1231 
GRAND BLANC 
12821 S. Saginaw a 
(In Grand Bfanc Mall) 
810-606-1700 
LAKE ORION 
2531 S. Lapeer Rd.. 
(Orion Mall 2 Miles N. 
of the Palace) 

42447 Ford Rd. 248-393-6800 
(Corner of Ford SLilleyRds., NOV! 
Canton Comers) 4 3 0 2 5 1 2 Mile Rd. 
734-844-0481 • (Twelve Oaks Service Dr., 
DEARBORN 
24417 Ford Rd. 
(Just West of Telegraph) 
313-278-4491 
Fairlane Mall ' PONMC/WATERFORD 
(3rd Floor Next to Sear's) 454 Telegraph Rd. 
313-441 -0168 (Across from Summit Place Mall) 
rjETRGIT' 248-335-9900 
14126 Woodward ROCHESTER HILLS 
(Model T Plaza) 3035 S. Rochester Rd. 
313-869-7392 - (At Auburn Rd.) 
FARMINGTON HILLS _ . I T 4 , ™ : 0 5 5 0 

31011 Orchard Lake Rd. ffikJOYALOAK 
31921 Woodward Ave. 

gkeRd. & 14MileRd.l (At Normandy) 
248-538-9900 248-549-4177 

ST. CLAIR SHORES 
26401 Harper Ave. 
(At 10 1/2 Mile) 
586-777-4010 

SOUTHFIELD 
28117 Telegraph Rd. 
(South of 12 Mile Rd.) 
248-358-3700 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
45111 Park Ave. 
(M-59 & M-53, Utica Park 
586-997-6500 

Lakeside Mall 
(Lower Ct. play area) 

TAYLOR 
23495 Eureka Rd. 

248-305-6600 

Twelve Oaks Mall 

734-287-1770 

TROY 
1913 E, Big Beaver Rd. 
(Troy Sports Center) -
248-526-0040 
Oakland Mall 
(Inside Main Entrance, 
next to Food Court) 
WESTLAND 
35105 Warren Rd. 
(S.W. Corner of Warren 
& Wayne Rds.) 
734-722-7330 

WAL-MART LOCATIONS 
Warren 
29240 Van Dyke 
586-751-0747 

OR VISIT THE VERIZON 
WIRELESS STORE 
AT CIRCUIT CITY., 

ANN ARBOR 
AUBURN KILLS 
BRIGHTON 
DEARBORN 
HARPER WOODS 
LAKESIDE 
NOW 
RQSEVlLLE 
TAYLOR 
TROY 
WESTLAND 

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices & return policy vary by location. 
Authorized Retailers may impose additional equipment related charges, including cancellation lees. 

See store fo r Return/Exchange Policy* 
PROUD SPONSOR OF 

THE DETROIT PISTONS 

Free Handset Software Upgrade! 
O <E> O O 32£> 

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS, 
PLEASE CALL 1 .866 .899 .2862 

Ann Arbor Wireless 
734-327-5500 
BLOQMFIELD HILLS 
Global Wireless 
1-888-607-1800 

Auto One Brighton 
810-227-2808 
Cellular and More 
810-227-7440 

Cellular and More 
734-981-7440 
CLAWSON 
Communications USA 
248-280-6390. 
COMMERCE 
Cellular Source 
248-360-9400 
Wireless Tomorrow 
248-669-1200 

FERNQALE 
Communications USA 
248-542-5200 
FT. GRATIOT 
Wireless Solutions 
810-385-3400 
GROSSEPGINTE 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 
HOWELL 
Cartronics 
517-548-7705 

Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 

Kelly Cellular 
313-582-1130 

Herkimer Radio 
734-242-0806 
Herkimer Too 
734-384-7001 
MT. CLEMENS 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 
NEW HUDSON 
Fusion Communications 
248-437-5353 . 

ROCHESTER 
Cellular Technologies 
248-299-0008 ' 
ROSEViLLE 
Authorized Cellular 
1-800-VIP-Plus 
ROYAL OAK 
Fusion Communications 
248-549-7700 
SOUTHFIELD 
Wireless USA 
248-395-2222 
STERLING HEIGHTS 
Authorized Cellular 
1-80Q-VIP-P!us 
SYLVAN LAKE 
Wireless Link 
248-681-1700 
TROY 
The Wireless Shop 
248-458-1111 

Diamon Touch 
248-615-1177 

248-476-0077 
Cellular City 
248-848-8800 
Fusion Communications 
248-427-9478 

Wireless Network 
586-573-7599 
WEST BLOOMFIELQ 
Globe! Wireless 
248-681-7200 
YPSELANTI 
Ann Arbor Wireless 
734-327-5400 

Cellular and More 
810-629-7440 

USA Wireless 
248-627-4833 
PLYMOUTH 
Ann Arbor Wireless 
734-456-3200 
PORT HURON 
Port City Communications 
8 1 0 - 9 8 4 ^ 1 4 1 

' RadioShack. 
You1* pM quMto** VfeVejpCuwenf 

%rSuKharges(ind.2.18%Feder^ S 
IMPORTANTCONSUMER INFORMATION: SubjecttoCustcmer Agreement, Calting Plan, debate Form & creditapproval. $175 termination fee/line, up to45</mir>after allowance, other charges & restrictions. Sebatetakes8-10 weel<s. Osage roanded £2 
to nextfull minute. Offers notavailabie everywhere. Max 5 lines, on sameaccount. Network details, coverage limitations & mapsat verizonwiretess.com. Nights 9:01 pm - 5:59 am M-F. While supplies last. Limited time offer. ©2005 Verizon Wreless §= 
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sit our office between now and Thursday, September 1 
»r your chance to win an TV/DVD Unit. 8e sure to bring 

your non-AAA Auto Insurance 
Declaration Page for a free, no-
obligation rate comparison...and 
see how auto insurance through 
AAA offers quality coverage for 
better value. 
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We always go further for you. Weekdays 8:30 a.m. - 5;. 

limit cme entry per household. Na pw 
be held after ctose of business on Sept 
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The Fooch Photographer * v * 

(Between Main Street and Sheldon) 
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Millennium Psychic Readings 
by Susan 

TAROT CARDS • PALMS • SPIRITUAL THERAPY 
AURA CLEANSING 

ADVICE ON LOVE, HEALTH, BUSINESS AND CAREER 
All Readings Private & Confidential 

Available for Private Parties 
Call for an appointment 734-674-7178 

896 PennMan • Downtown Plymouth 

$ j # f f i g ^ 7,8 St 9 W05 
Jikrv;» Dr. iViwi M..C:!:M,-V 
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Green' cars good for the environment and job 
BY NANCY DEUTSCH 

CORRESPONDENT 

Southeast Michigan manu
factured engines and vehicles 
are increasingly environmen
tally friendly, and the move to 
a greener industry is simulta
neously allowing for the reten
tion, and in some cases cre
ation, of local jobs. 

The environmentally friend
ly vehicles in production or 
those that are in the develop
ment stage were recently on 
display at a meeting of part
ners of the Green Machines 
Tour in Canton. , , ; 

The Gre^i M a M i n e s » u r ^ 
which startled a y f l^ag j | ? I p 
showcases fuel-efficie^nrand " 
reduced-emission vehicles and 
other technologies currently 
produced in southeast 
Michigan, $nd those planned 
for the near future. It is a^ar t -
nership between the United 
Auto Workers (UAW) and the 
Ecology Center, which is a 
Michigan-feased environmen-; 
tal group spearheading the 
tour. : 

The grotto is lobbying for 
government involvement and 

the establishment of new poli
cies that would spur compa
nies to work harder on produc
ing environmentally friendly 
vehicles, by offering tax incen
tives and funding for these 
endeavors. At present, while 
there are financial incentives 
for companies to stay in 
Michigan, "there are not neces
sarily additional tools to attract 
advanced manufacturing/' said 
Charles Griffith, auto project 
director at the Ecology Center. 
The push for more ecological 
manufacturing is "good for the 
both jobs and the environ
ment" Griffith said. "Thef will 
h e l p ^ c ^ ^ / t r | M u e l ec^aomy 
of moj^Pia^fcw^ni l l ion vehi
cles peryear % rour to 2% pei> 
cent, while creating more than 

.,$1*5 billion in new investment 
and creating orprese iyh |g 
more than 2,30QJobs" ^ 
-,'. J im Turner of U.S. Sen. Carl 
Levin's office, who attended 
the Canton event, agreed that 
government needs to step up 
and lend a hand. 

"We.neeel the government to 
be a catalyst and not a specta
tor" he said. "We're bringing 
about important fuel efficien

cies and creating jobs." 
One manufacturer included 

in the push for more efficient 
and environmentally friendly 
products is Ford Motor Co. 
Ford is investing $170 million 
in its Livonia transmission 
plant to manufacture its ver
sion of a six-speed transmis
sion. More than 100,000 units 
will be produced starting in 
2005. The new transmissions 
will be used on a variety of 
Ford vehicles, including the 
Lincoln Navigator and the 
Ford Expedition. 

DaimlerChrysler, Hyundai 
and Mitsubishi are jointly 
building two i ^ v eri$|ne h 
plants in Bundfe thaJWill 
inake advanced 1-4 engines. 
These will improve fuel effi
ciency by 5 percent more than 
DaimlerChrysler's current 1-4 
engines. The plant will also 
create 500 new jobs. 

The Detroit Diesel's Redford 
engine plant is building two 
new advanced diesel engines 
beginning in 2007- Production 
of these engines is expected to 
preserve 1,300 jobs. 

In Romulus, the UAW has 
already started building 5.3 

The Green Machines Tour showcases fuel-efficient and reduced-emission vehicles and other technologies currently 
produced in southeast Michigan, and those planned for the near future. 

Helping Children Love Learning! 

• Preschool - 8th Grade 
• Small Classes (Meeting individual needs) 

• Before & After School Care 
• Christ Centered 

Enrolling Now For Fall Classes 

St. Paul Lutheran School 
201 Elm St. 

248.349.3146 • www.stpauisnorthviIie.org 

liter V-8 engines that incorpo
rate GM's Displacement on 
Demand technology- allowing 
for half of the engine's cylin
ders to shut down during light 
driving and automatically 
reactivate when driving 
demand increases. The 
Trailblazer and Envoy are the 
first vehicles to incorporate 
this new technology. 

At GM's Willow Run plant in 
Ypsilanti, a new six-speed 
engine is in the works, with 
production beginning this 
summer. It will first be used in 
Corvettes and Cadillacs, said 
Chuck Rogers, president of the 
UAW local 735 in Canton. 

"Low volume production will 

start next month," he noted. "I 
give credit to the workers of 
our plant whose productivity 
and quality got us this work. 
We are the first of anybody in 
the industry to build a six-
speed." 

The six speeds improve per
formance and increase fuel 
efficiency by up to 4 percent 
depending on the type of vehi
cle, added GM Power Training 
Communications Manager 
Nick Richards. In addition, 
more than 650 jobs have been 
retained, he said. 

GM is committed to improv
ing efficiency and perform
ance, he noted. "Today we have 
over 19 models that get 30 

miles per gallon on the high
way." 

The Green Machines Tour is 
a good because it promotes 
what all the North American 
manufacturers are doing, 
Richards said. "It helps high- ,; 
light fuel efficiencies developed 
by the UAW and government . 
right here in the USA." 

It will hopefully dispel the ; 
myth that foreign cars are 
more efficient or offer vehicles 
with lower emissions than 
those made in the states, said 
Jim Pedersen, community 
action representative. "We pro
mote the industry building the < 
fuel efficiency and low emis
sion vehicles here." 

Wax Chips • Jar Candles • Wickless Jars 
Soy Candles and much more! 
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I Offer good through July 3X2005 j \f 
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Dally 
Dinner 
Spec ia l s 
Starting at 

5.95 

Homemade Potato Pancakes, 
Stuffed Cabbage, Pterogis, 

City Chicken, Kiefbasa, 
-*• . , V j . Naiisniki (crepes), 

" * % ̂  * ^ y Cabbage Soup, and 
^ Dili Pickle Soup. 

Also Featuring a Variety of 
Soups, Salads and Sandwiches 
as well as Pasta, Chicken, Pork, 

Veal and Beef Entrees. 

Open 7 Days a Week: 
Mon.- Wed....7am-8pm 
Thurs.- Sat....7am-9pm 
Sun 7am-8pm 

40370 Five Mile • Plymouth 

734-420-0368 

University of Michigan 
KeJfsgg flye Center in Canton 
li»5|| N. Canton Center Road 
wWi|r.kello'gg. umich.edu 

Call us tomake. ^ '•,:'• , , , 
an appointment: 
734.8*U.5400 ; .•\ •' \ 

'< ' 

Most rfiajor insurances accepted 

OEOB284673 

Call the U M Kellogg Eye Center in Canton. 

You'll receive a friendly reception and the excellence 

in eye care you expect from UM specialists. 

You'll f ind vision care for the entire family, whether 

you need LASIK, contact lenses, or specialty care for 

your children. You; can have your vision checked or 

receive the latest treatments for glaucoma, cataracts, 

or other eye diseases. And now, you can also come 

to Kellogg for cosmetic facial surgery. 

I UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

Kcflt ££ I-.yc Center 

A Leader in World Class Eye Care 

^ A . <S^ 
^ i i n i c a l t t ^ 

[$25.00 OFF| 
Your First 
,B##. ! of Service ! 

1 : \ l l l I l-ltll k il ll'i I 
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Upgrades/Reloads Hardware/Software Repairs 
Wireless/Wired Network Service and Setups Internet Security 

Camera Surveillance Systems / CTV 
Virus / Spyware / Adware Cleanup and Removal 

Video / Audio Media Center Entertainment Center Systems Backup Solutions Training 
Residential / Commercial Service Agreements 

Telephone / Voicemail Setup Service and Installations 

942 W. Ann Arbor Trail Plymouth, MI 48170 (734) 207-8280 
Fl-'t R«ws with \o Ftiren Cosl GUARANTEED 

Cen tied Coimmier Technician • Gu-rameec1 SitJifacuuii or voir monev back cc^cui^i< 
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At best, this issue is a mis

guided attempt by Granholm 

and a handful of conservative 

lawmakers to bring a visible 

sign of their beliefs into the 

public eye. 

OUR VIEWS 

Focus on real issues 
facing troubled state 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm and the state Legislature 
should forget about installing a replica of the Ten 
Coinmandments at the Capitol and instead focus on a 
real issue: reviving the state's economy. 

Last week's split-decision by the U.S. Supreme Court on 
two cases involving public displays of the Ten 
Commandments did little to end the controversy. In fact, 
the rulings almost guarantee a long and costly legal fight 
if any effort is made to create such a display in Lansing. 

Frankly, we are puzzled by Granholm's position on the 
issue. Aligning herself with the likes of state Rep. Robert 
Gosselin, R-TVoy — a favorite of the Christian right of the 
Republican Party — is 
more likely to cause her 
problems with her liber
al Democratic support
ers than gain her any 
support from conserva
tive Republicans. 

Instead of wasting 
political capital debating 
whether it is appropri
ate to have a religious 
symbol gracing the 
grounds of the Capitol 
building, the governor 
should be focused on 
solving the ever-deepen
ing budget crisis, attracting new business and jobs to the 
state, and addressing the growing K-16 public education 
funding problem. 

The state of Michigan is in real trouble. A week doesn't 
pass without a major employer announcing major work 
force reductions; the domestic auto industry is in a full
blown crisis; and the state is losing a Rowing percentage of 
its recent college graduates because of alack of quality jobs. 

These are the issues that should be gaining the gover
nor's and Legislature's full attention. , 

The Supreme Court decisions focused on two states 
that already had Ten Commandment displays in place, 
and it was challenges to those displays that led to the law
suits and eventual court decisions. 

No such controversy exists here. In fact, we could not 
find any public place in the Observer ip Eccentric cover
age area where the Ten Commandments are displayed. 
I At best, this issue is a misguided atternpt by Granholm, 
and a handful of conservative lawmakers to bring a visi
ble sign of their beliefs into the public eye, 
. At worst, it is being used as a smokescreen to hide the 

feet that our politicians are either unwilling — or unable 
~ to address the real issues facing our troubled state. 

It's a baseball town 
; Detroit may be the place where the Lions sometimes 
roar, but fans often moan. It may be where the Pistons 
found that going to work wins a championship "the right 
way," but where it's just as easy to get Spur-ed. And, 
Detroit is still Hockeytown for those whose ice dreams 
crashed in this season on the rocks. 

But Detroit has long been Tiger town and, at times, like 
when our hometown team gets on a roll, many of us know 
that Detroit can truly be a magical baseball place. 
I Remember the way Trammell, Gibson, Parrish and 
Morris started 1984 rattling off win after win? And 
remember how gonzo this town followed its blessed boys 
through that enchanting championship? Those of us old 
Enough can't forget 1968 — that magical summer that fol
lowed the riots of 1967 when the song united us, "We're 
all behind our baseball team ..." and we eagerly went 
along for a seven-game thrill ride victory. 
\ Yes-s-sir, Detroit may share its sports pride with all its 
teams, but this is still a baseball town and it's only fitting 
tihen that our region's effort to rebuild its national image 
hits the big time in earnest this week with the Major 
League Baseball All-Star Game on July 12 at Comerica 
Park and surrounding festivities leading up to the event. 

With baseball as the leadoff hitter — followed by 
national showcases like the 2006 Super Bowl and the 
2009 NCAA men's basketball Final Four — we can hope 
tfaat metro Detroit can hit this one out of the park. 

Now that doesn't mean hiding our blemishes, pretend
ing things are perfect. We all know that our region has 
suffered and continues to suffer economically, and such 
world-stage events tend to have little long-term Economic 
impact. But a successful event, followed by another, then 
another, can build or supplant those old images. With the 
national spotlight beaming on us, bur region as a whole 
has a lot to gain from helping to turn around some of the 
negative viewpoints that destroy hope and ignore many of 
qur area's positive attributes. 
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Bush is embarrassment 
The second term of Mr. Bush is prov

ing difficult. His dominating Style of gov
erning - either support everything they 
propose or be crushed and destroyed 
(operated by hatchet man Karl Rove) - is 
having difficulty finding qualified, 
acceptable personnel to fill positions. 

This may happen because qualified 
individuals with some integrity refuse to 
be associated with his administration. 
But even facing failure and public out
rage, the Bush administration continues 
to drive the extremist nominees down 
the throat of America. 

When our founding fathers put this 
democracy together, it was understood 
all political nominations would be 
approved by the Senate with a majority 
vote. Recognizing that a one-vote majori
ty in the Senate may not be majority rep
resentation of the populace, it was decid
ed that a majority of 60 percent would be 
sufficient, not an up-or-down vote. The 
thinking was that if a few members of 
the opposition party could not be con
vinced of the integrity of a nominee, then 
they were too extreme to be appointed to 
a position. 

Today, the Republican majority of 55 
senators represents 45 percent of the 
population of the United States. The 
Democrats are not united in opposition 
with Bush, each Democratic senator is 
voting for the interests of their con
stituents. And yet Mr. Bush continues to 
nominate candidates who haven't met 
approval of five Democratic senators, 
representing half of American citizens. 

The appointment of the extremist 
judges Owens and Brown and several 
others to the federal bench again demon
strate the extremist nature of Mr. Bush. 
Until recently, all nominees required a 
majority of the Senate to be appointed. 
These re-nominated extremists have been 
previously rejected. Now Mr. Bush has 
driven the decision for judicial and other 
positions to be a simple majority. 51-50 to 
approve his extremist appointments. 

Much like himself, Mr. Bush continues, 
to nominate underqualified and under
whelming individuals to prominent posi
tions. Yet the Republican Party continues 
to support his administration. Perhaps 
the lack of courage and inaction within 
the Republican Party itself reveals the 
true parry tenets. 

This country has never before been 
more embarrassed by the actions of its 
administration both within the United 
States and outside our borders. 

Allan Blber 
Westland 

Red Cross celebration 

LETTERS 
community's generous gifts of time and 
money. 

In the early years, the Red Cross 
served military families and then added 
a.relief program for natural and man-
made disasters. Today, our disaster relief 
and military programs remain at the core 
of our mission. The Red Cross also helps 
people prevent and prepare for emergen
cies through life-saving training pro
grams, such as first aid and water safety, 
that began in the early 1900s. 

Every year, we touch nearly 250,000 
lives in the tri-counties. To accomplish 
this, we rely on tri-county residents' time 
and financial contributions as we are not 
funded by the federal government or the 
national Red Cross office. 

I invite you to learn more about the 
Red Cross's work in southeast Michigan. 
For more information on Chapter 
Centennial events and how to support 
the Red Cross in the next 100 years, call 
(313) 833-2664 or visit www.semred-
cross.org. 

James J . Laverty 
chief executive officer 

American Red Cross 
Southeastern Michigan Chapter 

No one knows when 
We have two cities that have lied to the 

people about Henry Ruff being redone. 
Westland and Inkster have agreed to 
redo Henry Ruff from Palmer to Cherry 
Hill, but no one knows what happened, if 
you call city hall in Inkster or Westland. 
They think you're stupid for asking or 
don't know what you're talking about. 
. I think we taxpayers should start 

protesting this matter. 
Bob Johnson 

Inkster 

Telling it like it is 
Mr. Power: As usual, your articles 

always seem to be on target regarding our 
local economy, especially the auto indus
try. Recent articles in the Free Press and 
News indicate that the UAW just doesn't 
get it, or realistically, their current leaders 
don't want to be the "bad guys" by mak
ing decisions toward the future. 

The corporate leaders aren't any better. 
They kept giving the union what they 
wanted over the years rather than "biting 
the bullet." Again, the leaders don't want 
to take the responsibility for making the 
tough but correct decisions. 

I hope you will keep writing about this 
issue and sending copies to both the 
union and corporate leaders. Thanks for 
telling it like it is. 

Joe Easa 
Livonia 

This month brings a historic celebra- Ban SinOkillfl 
tion to southeast Michigan - the 
American Red Cross will honor 100 
years of service in Wayne, Oakland and 
Macomb counties. Over the next year, 
we'll celebrate this community's contri
butions to the Red Cross. 

In June 1905, the American Red Cross 
opened its first Michigan office in a 
Detroit home on East Jefferson Avenue. 
This office became the Detroit Chapter, 
which was the largest Red Cross in the 
country during World War II due to our 

For the past several years, I have been 
very observant of the changes occurring 
in the non-smoking sections of area 
restaurants. Happily, the size of the non
smoking sections have went from being 
the minority sections in restaurants, to 
the majority sections. 

This change leads me to the conclusion 
that we should move even further ahead 
and ban the practice of smoking all 
together in restaurants making them full 

non-smoking establishments. I say this ';*•• 
because secondhand smoke has the poweK 
to do real damage to innocent people. ' \ 

That is why I am interested in House r" 
Bill 4624 which supports smoke-free 
bars and restaurants. My husband, my ;;' 
children and myself dine Out at least ' 
once a week. We don't appreciate being "' 
exposed to the stench and irritation of *: 

secondhand smoke while we'are trying ttjr-
enjoy our meal. '-y 

And put simply, secondhand smoke is ;' 
dangerous. According to the American 
Heart Association, secondhand smoke ''' 
causes between 35,000 and 40,000 '-' 
deaths annually due to heart disease. 
Just 20 minutes of exposure to this poi- ' 
son is the equivalent of smoking a pack a' -
day. That is an unacceptable statistic that 
I don't feel I should have to live with, ^ 
especially in public places. ... '?* 

Being a parent of four non-smoking;- $; 
daughters, I feel that it is my duty to suiHj* 
port the passing of HB 4624.1 have no \ ̂  
vendetta against smokers. I just feel theyrj 
should smoke in places that don't expose ;̂ 
the public to their secondhand smoke. > 

Maureen Lemon 
Livonif; 

Hear the truth 
Jack Straw wrote a letter to the prime ;v 

minister of England, Tbny Blair, in ;? 
March 2002, one year before the war in ,"• 
Iraq, stating that there was no evidence -H 
that Saddam Hussein had any weapons I'* 
of mass destruction worth talking about, y. 

In addition to this, The Downing ^ 
Street Memos, (minutes of a secret meet*' 
ing between Blair and his top intelli- ,; 
gence official, Sir Richard Dearlove) 
reveal that President Bush had privately '• 
determined to go to war at least as early • 
as July of 2002, and was willing to fix the*' 
intelligence around the policy to make I • 
the case for war. \ 

In light of this astounding informa- r' 
tion, the public should renew the call for--. 
Sen, Pat Roberts, chairman of the Senate!* 
Intelligence Committee, to initiate the "-
committee's delayed investigation into >} 
the use of intelligence in the lead-up to '; 
war. It is time the American people U 
heard the truth. ,*• 

Katie Jacoo 
Birmingham 

' SHARE YOUR OPINIONS 
We wefcome your letters to the editor. Please • 
include your name, address and phone number-
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400 

. words or less. We may edit for clarity, space \ 
and content. 

Mail: *\ 
Letters to the editor ,, ..% 
Westland Observer j!j S 
36251 Schoolcraft II 8 
Livonia, Ml 48150 \, % 

'"? "'7 
Fax: r£ 
(734)591-7279 < 

E-mail: j> 
smason@oe.homecomm.net *> 

V QUOTABLE I 

"The mall was very vital to our economy. Hudson's was a big drawing card. We wouldn't have all that development down 

Warren Road without the mall." t 
- Westland historian Jo Johnson, about the impact of Westland Shopping Center on what was then Nankin Township > 

http://ntJwiv.hometowidife.com*
http://www.semred-
http://cross.org
mailto:smason@oe.homecomm.net
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Political skulduggery leaves 
state's wine lovers hanging 

fine lovers rejoiced — briefly — in May, 
' when the U. S. Supreme Court ruled that 
Michigan's law that outlawed out-of-state 

shipments of wine to consumers while allowing 
instate wineries to do so violates the interstate 
commerce clause of the Constitution. 
7 What many hoped that meant was that non-

Michigan wineries would now be allowed to 
ship into the state, thereby breaking the distri
bution monopoly now held by the beer and wine 
wholesalers. 

3 But the politicians had other ideas. 
i Last week, the House Regulatory Reform 
I Committee approved, 5-1, a bill 

to ban any direct shipment of 
wine to consumers, at all, 
including saleiat tasting 
rooms at Michigan vineyards. 
Instead of acting to make life 
better for the consumers, they 
voted to prevent us from order
ing shipments of wine at all. 

Why? The answer lies in an 
interesting tale compounding 
politics, lobbying, money and 
philosophical analysis. 

j The bill restricting wine sales 
j is sponsored by Rep. Chris 

Ward, R-Brighton, among others. It is backed by 
the Michigan Beer & Wine Wholesalers 
.Association, one of the most powerful lobbying 
groups in the state. Supporters of it argue wine-
by-mail would give kids under 21 easy access to 
alcohol. (Imagine most teenagers trying to figure 
out how to order a perfect Sonoma County pinot 
i$bir.) The bill was vehemently opposed by the 
association for the state's 42 wineries, who claim 
it; would kill their businesses. 
* If there's anything Michigan doesn't need right 

now, it is another move to Mil some state busi
nesses. The House committee hearing was inter
esting. The vote was taken without discussion. 
The hearing room was packed with lobbyists, 
many from the wholesalers association. 
Opponents qtistributed campaign finance reports 
showing how much money the committee mem
bers were paid by the wholesalers' association. 

It was a lot. According to the nonpartisan 
Michigan Campaign Finance Network, the asso
ciation during the 2004 election cycle con
tributed a total of $683,316 to the campaigns of 
97 out of the 110 House members. The associa
tion contributed around $5,000 (the maximum 
allowed by law) to four of the five committee 
members who voted for the bill. 

Ward, the bill's sponsor, received $4,138 for 
his campaign and another $7i900 for his politi
cal action committee. 

A Hamburg Township group called Wine 
Consumers Across Michigan (WineCAM), put 
out a press release pointing to those contribu

tions, commenting "there's an implicit quid pro 
quo, and now Chris Ward is expected to give 
them the bill they want, whatever the impact on 
Michigan's consumers or wineries." 

The press release also quoted Jim Lester, 
owner of Wyncroft Winery in southwest 
Michigan, saying "It's bribery, pure and simple." 

How did the representative respond? A story 
in the Livingston County Daily Press & Argus, 
Ward's hometown paper, quoted the state repre
sentative: "One never gets used to name calling. 
It's certainly insulting and way off-base." 

Well, well. If nothing else, the brouhaha high
lights the distinction — rampant throughout all 
politics today •— between campaign contribu
tions from interest groups and outright bribery. 

The distinction in the law is subtle, but clear. A 
bribe is a direct payment to a lawmaker to solicit 
a vote. It's a crime. A campaign contribution, on 
the other hand, is given to support (and gain 
access to) a lawmaker whose views are often 
aligned with the interests of the contributor. It's 
far more indirect than a bribe, and it is legal. 

Fair enough. But in the muddy and imprecise real 
world, what's the real difference? Not much, say 
advocates for cleaning up the system. And the mas
sive contributions given by the Michigan Beer & 
Wine Wholesalers Association in this particular case 
give particular force and power to that argument 

The core issue here is what the philosophers 
call "causation." Can it really be argued that a 
campaign contribution actually causes a legislator 
to vote in a certain way? The Michigan bribery 
statutes suggest that unless there is a direct link 
— a quid pro quo ~ between a payment and a 
vote, accepting a campaign contribution does not 
in itself cause a legislator to vote in a certain way. 

But untangling just what causes something or, 
indeed, understanding the meaning of the word 
"cause" is not so simple and has been debated by the 
philosophers for centuries. Perhaps the best word on 
the subject was offered by the 19th century Scottish 
philosopher David Hume. Hume argued that if B 
always comes after A, it's fair to assert that A caused 
B; the term he used was "constant conjunction," 
which means anytime B occurs, A shows up first. 

So what does all this say about Ward, his com
mittee colleagues and the Michigan Wine & 
Beer Wholesalers Association? My guess: awful
ly close to the edge of bribery, but probably not 
legally over it. By the way, Ward, his colleagues 
and the1 wholesalers association are taking a lot 
of flak just now, which they richly deserve. 

They are also betting that consumers forget all 
about this before they face the voters again next 
year. They may be right. But wine lovers have a 
long memory for good years, and bad. 

Phil Power is a longtime observer of politics, economics 
and education issues in Michigan. He would be pleased to 
hear from readers at ppower.@homecomm.net. 
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Wayne State reeling under 
flawed state funding plan 

trvin D. 

Reid 

The Michigan Legislature has adopted a 
funding model for universities that 
emphasizes associate and bachelor's 

degrees over master's, medical and other 
advanced academic programs. 

For example, the House provides only one-
fourth the funding for a master's or doctorate 
as for a bachelor's degree, despite the fact that 
graduate education: is much more costly to 
provide. A professional degree (e.g., an M.D.) 
receives only half the funding of a bachelor's. 
Such weights are without precedent in other 
states in which higher education funding for

mulas are used. 
. . All national studies have 

found that higher degrees 
require greater investment of 
resources. A1989 report by 
Paul Brinkman showed that 
master's instruction costs 
three to four times as much 
as bachelor's, and doctorates 
eight times as much. When 
analyzed this way, consider
ing tine proportion of degrees 
at all levels, the present dif
ferentials among Michigan 
public universities are simi

lar to those in other states. This underscores 
that existing cost differences among these 
institutions align with national norms. 

The House's funding legislation allocates 
funding by field of study. Such distinctions are 
appropriate, but again, how the fields of study 
are funded is unlike other states. In House 
funding, for example, an undergraduate "ath^ 
letic trainer" is funded at 16 times a doctorate 
in mathematics. This is not an isolated case, 
but is typical of problems inherent in 
Michigan's proposed formula. 

Wayne State University, with its heavy 
responsibility for advanced graduate instruc
tion, finds its proposed state funding severely 
curtailed, while institutions with larger pro
portions of undergraduates are allocated 
increased funding. There are many reasons for 
improving higher education funding for all 
public institutions in Michigan. All of us have 
lost enormous support through successive 
budget cuts in recent years. Wayne State 
University alone has already lost more than 
$40 million. With the proposed additional cut 
of $10 to $12 million, our reductions will total 

more than $52 million in less than five years. ... 
However, adopting a highly eccentric fund- 4 

ing model that takes funds from two universi
ties to transfer to other universities is riot the? ^ 
way to address inadequate funding. * 

Some individuals, have suggested that these * 
new weights reveal a bias against the city of 
Detroit. But I do not think so. On the other * 
hand, the nature of the new funding weights. £ 
does beg the question of why Wayne State 
UniversityJs a target. These are not cuts only 
to Wayne State or Detroit. They are cuts 
against everyone served by Wayne State across^ 
the entire state. This means all persons to i 
whom we provide an education, including 
7,063 students from Oakland County, 4,842 1 
from Macomb and 7,956 from Wayne County * 
outside Detroit. > 

Though many people regard Wayne State + 
University as a Detroit institution, four-fifths t 
of students enrolled currently are from outside 
the city. Students from Genesee, Livingston, k 
Macomb, Monroe, Oakland, St. Clair, 
Washtenaw and Wayne make up 86 percent of 
our enrollment. We estimate that most of 
these students remain in Michigan after grad
uation to contribute positively to the life of 
their economically challenged communities. 

The state of Michigan deserves to have an ' 
honest assessment of its universities and their". 
missions. It should be done in the open. If the** 
state wishes to take an objective look into the 
use of a different funding model for its univer-' 
sities, it should seek the assistance of a broad " 
spectrum of.our citizens headed by the "-
respected Paul Hillegonds, who has served in a 

the Legislature as well as on the boards of two ° 
public universities. Such a group could assist > n 
Michigan's Legislature to do this right by tak- ,* 
ing a careful look at peer university systems in,., 
other states such as Virginia, Ohio, New .; 
Jersey, Maryland, Tennessee and Minnesota, a 
among others. j 

The way in which we resolve future funding 
of higher education will determine universi- . 
ties' ability to assist Michigan's future progress! 
and prosperity. In the meantime, the citizens .] 
of Michigan need to know that ultimately the . \ 
burden of reducing Wayne State University by" 
another $10 to $12 million will fall on more 
than Detroit. 

Irvin D. Reid is president of Wayne State University.- * 

KITCHEN TOP SHOP 
"Meganite" Solid Surface Counter Tops 

Starting at $33.00 per square foot, 

Price quoted does not include State Sales Tax. 
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July 6-July 10: Summer Sidewalk Sale Regular mall hours, 
throughout the mall. Find bargains at many of the stores as they make way for the new 
season of merchandise. 

July 15-July 16: Lakeshore Grill Menu Sampling n am-5 pm 
both days, East Court. Sample signature menu items from a popular mall restaurant. 
July 22-July 23: Longhorn Steakhouse Menu Sampling 
July 22: 12 noon-4 pm, July 23: 11 am-3 pm, East Court. Sample signature menu items 
from our newest member of the mall family. 
July 28-July 31:4 days up to 40% off Promotion Regular 
mall hours, selected stores. The anniversary gifts are for you as select stores offer up to 
40% off merchandise in their stores.* Coupons will be available online, in the newspaper, 
and at Our Customer Service booth starting as early as July 24th. *some restrictions apply 
July 29: Anniversary Celebration sponsored by Marshall Fields 
4 pm, East Court. Join us as we celebrate our 40th anniversary. Events for the evening 
include recognition presentations, anniversary greetings from local and state dignitaries, 
drawing of grand prize for Enter to Win, entertainment and the cutting of the anniversary 
cake. 

XL 

5 pm, Lakeshore Grill, 2nd level Marshall Fields. Join us after the anniversary 
celebration for a light supper and refreshments* courtesy of the Lakeshore Grill. If you 
were born in July 1965, register at our Customer Service tod receive a birthday bag 
filled with special savings opportunities when you join us at the After Hours, xashbar 
July 29: The Balloon Buddies 5 pm-7 pm, Play Area, JC Fenny Court. 
Treat your child at our new play area to a balloon animal or any other shape they want as 
'The Balloon Buddies" entertain with their colorful balloons and fun shapes they create. 
July 30: Play Area Grand Opening 11 am-4 pm, JC Penney Court. 
Join us as we celebrate the official opening of the Outdoor Adventure Play Area 
sponsored by St. Mary Mercy Hospital for all the children in the community. Events 
planned for the day include an outdoor safety talk from a park ranger; face painting, 
clowns, teddy bear clinic and giveaways. 
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