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t happened?

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The flre at the EQ Resource Recovery plant in Romulus sent bails of fire and smoke hundreds of feet into the air Tuesday mqht
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cations, is to get the business “back
up to where it was.”

Company searches for answers to devastatlnq fire

seriously”

EQ officials are at a loss to explain

e BY SUE MASON For more stories and photos, please see  what happened. Once the Romulus
Annanolis : STAFF WRITER Pages A3 and C5. Fire Department says it is safe to
—= _ g enter the complex on Van Born west
The full story of Tuesday night's of Wayne Road, they will begin the
) explosion and the future of EQ " task of piecing it together.
VanBorn Rd. | Resource Recovery won't be known “It will take a significant amount “The eight people (employees on
a— until national and state officials and ©  of time and a significant amount of ' site at the time) said they heard
| || EOReselirce managers figure out why it hap- money to pick everythingup and get  sounds, smelled smells and then an
| Recoverylue, |5 pened it back together; said Gilbert, alarm went off” Gilbert said. “We'll
expslic;:mn The goal, according to Dan . “Obviously, this is not somethingwe  take what they said and our ability
- Gilbert, EQ’s director of communi-  like to see happen. We take safety to get on site and develop clues.”

temporary aids

_ing walkers, canes,

Wp m. at the Kay Beard Bulldmg, 30712 Michigan

- medical equipment. For more 1nformat10n, call
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CouﬂtV’s senior
loan closet offers

BY DARRELL CLEM 7
STAFF WRITER

Wayne County senior citizens who need tempo-.
rary medical equipment, such as wheelchairs, canes
and biood-pressure monitors, can now borrow sup-
plies through a Westland-based program.

The Wayne County Loan Closet has opened
inside a building on the northwest corner of ‘
Michigan Avenue and Merriman Road that’s : o
named after longtime county Commissioner Kay
Beard, D-Westland. ‘

“I'm really pleased that this has been started,”
Beard said Monday. “This is another wonderful
add-on to the good programs that are already
there”

The loan closet will complement other services,
such as a senior day care program that helps family
members who need to handle businessor run
errands,

“Caretakers are able to get thlngs done a.nd know ;
that their loves ones are @

in good hands,” Beard : :
said. The loan closet is :

Wayne County - L
Executive Robert - open \'mkdavs 10 .
Ficano announced the - Sy
loan closet program am.to3 p.m, at the

that stocks an array of
donated items, includ-

Kay Beard Building,
scooters, whee]chairs ' 30-”2“M|Chlgaﬂ Ave,
crutches, leg lifts, bath '
chairs and rails, adult
oilet seats, blood-pres-
sure and blood-sugar
monitors, and other equipment and supplies.

“The loan closet is designed to be a convenience
for our residents,” Ficano said, in a prepared state-
ment, “Wayne County has a growing senior popula-
tion, and many live on a fixed income that might
make it difficult to purchase or rent the items they
need for daily living.”

Although other organizations may offer similar
services, Beard said the loan closet is much closer
to home for area seniors. -
. And, it’s free.
- “That’s the best part, because sometimes that
equipment is very expensive,” she said. ,

The loan ¢tloset is open weekdays 10 am.to3 - -,

Ave.
Items will be loaned on a first-come, first-serve
basis. The loan closet also will accept donations of

(734 727-7373. ' "

cclem®oe.homecomm.net | (734) §53-2]10 -

Retlred general warns of terrorl_st scenario

. BYDOUG JOHNSON
CORRESPONDENT

A nuclear attack by terrorists in the United
States is “unthinkable but not unlikely,”
according to a retired Army general who
spoke to about 200 peace activists and inter-
ested citizens Tuesday nightata Lwoma
church.

Three peace activist groups sponsored the
special talk concerning nuclear non-prolifer-
ation Tuesday evening at Unity Church of
Livonia., The talk also marked the 60th
anniversary of the atomic bomb being
dropped on Nagasaki, Japan.

For audience member Clara Lawrence of
Redford the event was very informative.

-“This is something the public must be
aware of ... the issue has been hidden because
of the war. It is a crucial issue that has gotten
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buried,” she said.
Linda Lieder, secreta.ry of Citizens for
Peace, and a Westland resident, agreed.
“What strikes me the most is the prolifera-
tion of nuclear, Weapons that are uncon-

_ tained. That is scary in the time of texrorism.”

The speaker at the event was retired Lt. -

_Gen, Robert Gard, h West Point grad who has
served in Germany Vietnam, Koreaand w1th :

the Department of Defense,

“Isthis scenario¢ (‘nuclear atta,cks) far-
fetched? Al-Qaida has said it is theirduty to.
obtain nuclear weapons and to use them,”
Gard said. “We must deny terrorists access to
nuclear weapons.”

Gard, whose extensive military background
is bolstered by master’s and doctorate degrees

from Harvard, is a senior military fellow at
the Center for Arms Control and Non-
Proliferation in Washington, D.C.
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Gard said tha.t 95 percent of the nuclear
weapons outside of the United States are in

Russia and “most do not even have rudimen-

tary security.” One estimate is that there are
20,000 warbeads in Russia, he said,

“All'we see is lethargy and indifference in -
the effort to nail down Russia’s weapons. ...
Our executive branch is not dealing with this
problem,” Gard said.

We must give this “global cleanout” the pri-
ority it deserves, “so terrorists can’t get them.”
He said the rhetori¢ about reducing nuclear

‘threats from unattended Russian warheads

. has not been matched by federal doliars. _
Gard spoke for about 25 minutes then took

_ several questions from the audience. On ter-

ror in general, Gard said foreign policy, espe-
cially with the Middle East and Israel, is real-
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It's baaaack!
. Westtand John Glenn High School's footbail were so
charged up for the start of practice, they came raring out
onto the field after a break Monday. The gridders had two

practice sessions on opening day of high school footbalt
Season.
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