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What happened? 

BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

The fire at the EQ Resource Recovery plant in Romulus sent balls of fire and smoke hundreds of feet into the air Tuesday night. 

Company searches for answers to devastating fire 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

The full story of Tuesday night's 
explosion and the future of EQ, 
Resource Recovery won't.be known 
until national and state officials and 
managers figure out why it hap
pened. 

The goal, according to Dan 
Gilbert, EQ's director of communi
cations, is to get the business "back 
up to where it was." 

For more stories and photos, please see 
Pages A3 and C6. 

!'It will lake a significant amount 
of time and a significant amount of 
money to pick everything up and get 
it back together," said Gilbert. 
"Obviously, this is not something we 
like to see happen. We take safety 
seriously." 
. EQ, officials are at a loss to explain 

what happened. Once the Romulus 
Fire Department says it is safe to 
enter the complex on Van Born west 
of Wayne Road, they will begin the 
task of piecing it together. 

"The eight people (employees on 
site at the time) said they heard 
sounds, smelled smells and then an 
alarm went off? Gilbert said. "We'll 
take what they said and our ability 
to get on site and develop clues." 

PLEASE SEE EXPLOSION, A3 

County's senior 
loan closet offers 
temporary aids 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Wayne County senior citizens who need tempo
rary medical equipment, such as wheelchairs, canes 
and blood-pressure monitors,, can now borrow sup
plies through a Westland-based program. 

The Wayne County Loan Closet has opened 
inside a building on the northwest corner of 
Michigan Avenue and Merriman Road that's 
named after longtime county Commissioner Kay 
Beard, D-Westland. 

"I'm really pleased that this has been started," 
Beard said Monday. "This is another wonderful 
add-on to the good programs that are already 
there." 

The loan closet will complement other services, 
such as a senior day care program that helps family 
members who need to handle business or run 
errands. 

"Caretakers are able to get things done and know 
that their loves ones are 
i n l a n d s , " Beard ^ l m c M ]% 

i 2 open weekdays 10 
Ficano announced the i » i tuA 

loan closet program aM. 10 6 p.Hl. 31 We 
that stocks an array of 
donated items, includ
ing walkers, canes, 
scooters, wheelchairs, 
crutches, leg lifts, bath 
chairs and rails, adult 
toilet seats, blood-pres
sure and blood-sugar 
monitors, and other equipment and supplies. 

"The loan closet is designed to be a convenience 
for our residents," Ficano said, in a prepared state
ment. "Wayne County has a growing senior popula
tion, and many live on a fixed income that might 
make it difficult to purchase or rent the items they 
need for daily living." 

Although other organizations may offer similar 
services, Beard said the loan closet is much closer 
to home for area seniors. 

And, it's free. 
"That's the best part, because sometimes that 

equipment is very expensive," she said. 
^ The loan closet is open weekdays 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Kay Beard Building, 30712 Michigan 
Ave. 

Items will be loaned on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. The loan closet also will accept donations of 
medical equipment. For more information, call 
(734)727-7373. 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2)10 -

30712 Michigan Ave. 

Retired general warns of terrorist scenario 
BY DOUG JOHNSON 

CORRESPONDENT 

A nuclear attack by terrorists in the United 
States is "unthinkable but not unlikely" 
according to a retired Army general who 
spoke to about 200 peace activists and inter
ested citizens Tuesday night at a Livonia 
church. 

Three peace activist groups sponsored the 
special talk concerning nuclear non-prolifer
ation Tuesday evening at Unity Church of 
Livonia. The talk also marked the 60th 
anniversary of the atomic bomb being 
dropped on Nagasaki, Japan. 

For audience member Clara Lawrence of 
Redford the event was very informative. 

"This is something the public must be 
aware of... the issue has been hidden because 
of the war. It is a crucial issue that has gotten 

buried" she said. 
Linda Lieder, secretary of Citizens for 

Peace, and a Westland resident, agreed. 
"What strikes me the most is the prolifera

tion of nuclear, weapons that are uncon-
tained. That is scaryin the time of terrorism." 

The speaker at tr).e event was retired Lt. 
Gen. Robert Gard, ja West Point grad who has 
served in Germany^ Vietnam, Korea and with 
the Department ofpefense. 

"Is this scenario ^nuclear attacks) far
fetched? Al-Qaida has said it is their-duty to 
obtain nuclear weapons and to use them," 
Gard said. "We must deny terrorists access to 
nuclear weapons." 

Gard, whose extensive military background 
is bolstered by master's and doctorate degrees 
from Harvard, is a senior military fellow at 
the Center for Arms Control and Non-
Proliferation in Washington, D.C. 

Gard said that 95 percent of the nuclear 
weapons outside of the United States are in 
Russia and "most do not even have rudimen
tary security" One estimate is that there are 
20,00Q warheads in Russia, he said, 

"All:we see is lethargy and indifference in 
the effort to nail down Russia's weapons. ... 
Our executive branch is not dealing with this 
problem," Gard said, 

We must give this "global cleanout" the pri
ority it deserves, "so terrorists can't get them." 
He said the rhetoric about reducing nuclear 
threats from unattended Russian warheads 
has not been matched by federal dollars. 

Gard spoke for about 25 minutes then took 
several questions from the audience. On ter
ror in general, Gard said foreign policy, espe
cially with the Middle East and Israel, is real-

PLEASE SEE GENERAL, A5 
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It's baaaack! 
Westland John Glenn High School's football were so 
charged up for the start of practice, they came raring out 
onto the field after a break Monday. The gridders had two 
practice sessions on opening day of high school football 
season. 
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AROUND WESTLAND 

Surplus food 
The City of Westland will be 

distributing surplus federal 
food to eligible residents north 
of Michigan Avenue 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, at 
the Dorsey Community. 

Residents living south of 
Michigan Avenue should pick 
up their commodities on the 
third Monday of the month at 
St. James United Methodist 
Church at 30055 Annapolis 
between Henry Ruff and 
Middlebelt. 

Senior citizens living in 
Taylor Towers can pick up their 
food at the apartment building. 
Contact the building manager 
for the distribution date. 

This month residents will 
receive bakery mix, peaches 
and peanut butter through the 
program administered by the 
Wayne County Office of 
Nutrition Services. 

For more information, call 
the Dorsey Center surplus food 
hotline at (734) 595-0366. 

Extreme Car Wash 
The Westland John Glenn 

High School boys and girls 
cross country team will have a 
free car wash 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 12, at 
the corner of Cheery Hill and 
Venoy. 

All donations will benefit the 
teams' annual trip to Petoskey 
to race in the Petoskey 
Invitational in September. 

MS fund-raiser 
Walking With Faith Inc. is 

partnering with Carrabba's 
Italian Grill in a Sunday, Aug. 
28, fundraiser to benefit for 
Multiple Sclerosis. 

The luncheon benefit will be 
2-4 p.m. at the restaurant, 
1900 N. Haggerty Road, 
Canton. Cost will be $25 per 
person for a lunch that 
includes salad, chicken 
marsala, grilled breaded 
shrimp and scallops with 
lemon butter sauce, pasta, bev
erage and dessert - a fudge 
brownie topped with Kahlua, 
chocolate mousse, whipped 
cream an chocolate sauce. 

Tickets are available by call
ing Alicia Harris at (313) 999-
5259. 

Walking With Faith is a team 
of more tan 100 volunteers 
who raise money toward end
ing the devastating effects of 
MS. 

Takeoff 
A program called "Katherine 

Stinson: the Flying Schoolgirl" 
has been scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 12, at the Wayne 
Public Library. 

Stinson had many firsts in 
her seven-year flying career, 
including being the first to fly 

solo at night and the first pilot 
to perform skywriting. She was 
instrumental in establishing a 
flight school. 

The program is free. To 
reserve at seat call (734) 721-
7832 by Aug, 11. 

Golf outing 
The Wayne-Westland Junior 

Miss Scholarship Program will 
host its annual golf outing on 
Saturday, Aug. 20, at the 
Gateway Golf Club. 

The outing will have a 
scramble format with an 8 a.m. 
shotgun start. It includes 18 
holes of golf with a cart, hot 
dog on the turn, door prizes 
and a barbecue dinner, catered 
by Chef Tony Paquette, 

The cost is $100 per golfer. 
Sponsorships also are avail
able. For information, call 
Dennis Hermatz at (734) 728-
6151. 

All proceeds will go to the 
Wayne-Westland Junior Miss 
Scholarship Program, a 501c3 
not-profit organization. 

Gardening program 
The William P. Faust Public 

Library will host a program on 
earth friendly gardening 7~ 
8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 30, at 
the library, 6123 Central City 
Parkway north of Ford. 

The speakers will be garden 
consultants Nancy Szerlag and 
Jeff Ball who will cover such 
topics as perennial flowers for 
falls, mulches and compost, 
managing weeds without 
chemicals and landscape 
design ideas. 

The program is free and 
sponsored by the City of 
Westland. To register, call 
(734) 467-3198 weekdays or 
register by e-mail at 
LFDean@aol.com. 

For the health of it 
The Westland Chamber of 

Commerce will have its annual 
Health & Business Expo 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
27, at Westland Shopping 
Center. 

As the major sponsor, the 
mall will offer health and busi
ness participants an opportuni
ty to display their goods and 
services in a high-traffic envi
ronment. 

Others involved include 
Nancy Barrons, business spon
sor from Standard Federal 
Bank, and St. Mary Hospital, 
health sponsor. 

Organizers are looking for 
business and health-care 
providers to participate in this 
year's event. Tables are $125 for 
chamber members, $175 for 
non-members and $75 for non
profit groups. 

For more information or to 
reserve a spot, call (734) 326-
7222. 
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Nick Coulson is almost 90 years old, but he waiked over to see the block party 
at the Salvation Army. 
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Aaron King enjoys cotton candy and a snow cone at the block party. 
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Nathan Kunze and Amanda Owens try to knock each other off their stands on 
one of inflatables provided by Bobby's Bouncers. 

Salvation Army 
shows support 

. BY JULIE BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 

Christopher Clarke, 7, of Westland didn't mind tak-, 
ing a break from the fan at the Salvation Army block, 
party Saturday. Basketball was his favorite. 

"And I won a lot of candy for basketball" the 
Kettering Elementary third-grader said. "My pocket's 
already full." 

The annual event drew a crowd Saturday afternoon 
and evening to the Wayne-Westland corps on Venoy. 
Games, hot dogs and other treats and Christian 
music were featured. 

"I'm here with my grandson," said Antionette Black 
of Detroit, watching her 8-year-old grandson shoot 
hoops. "I think it's nice. He loves coming here. I think 
we're going to be here all day." 

Black, a Wayne State University graduate student 
in information technology, liked that the event is 
family-oriented. Her grandson is in day camp at the 
Salvation Army. 

Capt. Matt O'Neil, who leads the local Salvation 
Army with wife Mindie, had prayed for good weather, 
and God was listening. 

"You can't ask for anything better than this," he .;;. 
said. "It's going great. We've got tons of volunteers • 
here." _ X% 

There were fivcband's with Christian music, and :$z\ 
bicycles were given away courtesy of Target and othef»;. 
community supporters. Bobby's Bouncers was on 
hand with the ever-popular inflatables, with O'Neil ••;,", 
even taking a turn on an inflatable calling for compe^ 
tition between two people with padded sticks. %"y 

"Community outreach, in a Christian perspective tpf-
bring people to God's kingdom" was the reason for ;f.; 
Saturday's event, he said. "We're just trying to sup- f., 
port the community." 

Summer staffer Nikki Catala, 18, of Westland was:^',,; 
helping out. The recent Wayne Memorial High grad^r''"' 
uate's mom, Margaret Gaster, is the Salvation Army; 
caseworker. 

"I just love coming out here and seeing the kids y:^ 
have fun," Catala said. "It's just a good feeling. A, lot m\ 
people love music. I just think it brings in everybody;* 

Volunteer Janet Wood of Westland was handling •, 
her duties capably. :: 

"I got the bean bag toss," she said. "I wish I knew -\ . 
how to juggle them." ,V( 

She's trying to get more involved with the Salvaticitii, 
Army, noting having four children makes that chal- j ;• 
lenging. :•.;; 

"We're trying to bring more people in and praise "'.'. 
God," she said of the block party. 'y 

Stephania Wood, no relation, is a city of Westland • 
housing comnlission staffer and Westland resident. yr 

"The Salvation Army's been my church for oyer a 
year now," she said. She volunteers with the 
Sunbeams youth group, tutoring and has done day : >< 
camp. 

Stephania Wood cited the church's visits to nursing. 
homes at Easter and Christmas with gifts. 

"I think it's great," she said of Saturday's fun. "It's 
good for the kids to come out and do something safe." 

People learn about Salvation Army services, she 
added, and kids are steered in the right direction. 

April Clarke, Christopher's mom, helped coordi
nate the event, including lining up bands. She's a 
church member and volunteer. 

"I think it's awesome," she said of the party. "It's a 
great way to get out to the community. I'm glad it's 
not raining. The heat I can handle", 

More than 350 people attended, O'Neil reported 
Tuesday. $ 

"We were really happy," he said, adding that the 
block party ran past 7:30 p.m. Some 500 hot dogs 
were served. Organizers ran out of food and had to go 
get more. 
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Stop in today and 
you'll find home theater, 
direct-view and plasma 

entertainment 
furnishing styles that 
can be arranged to fit . 

your needs. 

Now Sale Priced! 
Hooker • Stanley 

Financing Up To 18 Months With No Interest* 

Since 1933 

fine furniture 
240 N. Main Street • PLYMOUTH • (734) 459-1300 

Man., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 • Tues., Wed., Sat. 10-6 
*With credit approval • Visit us on-line www.walkerbuzenberg.com 
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