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haulers make sales pitch to city 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

With residents simply wanting 
their garbage picked up on time, 
Westland city leaders will decide 
whether to stay with a longtime, 
family-owned trash hauler or dump 
it in favor of a corporate giant. 

Council members and Mayor 
Sandra Cicirelli heard presentations 
Monday from longtime trash hauler 
Painter & Ruthenberg and two 

national companies, Waste 
Management and Republic Services. 

Some residents hope that P&R 
President Paul Ruthenberg will 
become the David that shoots down 
the Goliath-type corporations. 
Others say P&R's service has 
declined and should be replaced. 

A committee formed by Cicirelli 
will review the three companies and 
issue a recommendation to the full, 
seven-member Westland City 
Council, which ultimately will decide 
the issue. 

After making their sales pitches 
Monday, the three companies will 
now submit pricing plans that also 
will be considered by the committee. 

Cicirelli's office was inundated ear­
lier this year with complaints about 
late trash pickup, but officials say the 
problem has subsided. 

What follows is a closer look at the 
three companies competing for 
Westland's trash business. 

On Monday, Ruthenberg brought 
his father Bud, his mother Doris and 
some old, framed, black-and-white 

photographs of when the family 
business used horse-drawn garbage 
carts. 

"I stand before you with the histo­
ry of a family-owned business," he 
said. 

Based in neighboring Inkster, P&R 
has hauled local garbage since 
Westland became a city in 1966. 

"I think P&R has the ability to 
service Westland, given the fact that 
we've done it for 40 years," 
Ruthenberg told city leaders. 

He reminded city leaders that P&R 

saw the city through difficult times, 
including the transition from using a 
now-demolished incinerator to using 
a landfill. 

"We did it to the best of our fami­
ly's ability - with a lot of sleepless 
nights, but we did it," he said. 

Ruthenberg told of how he has 
personal conversations with local 
residents who call his company - a 
personal touch that he hinted might 
not come from national corpora-
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Reno and Josephine Capro hold a photograph taken on their wedding day 65 years ago. 

Couple finds wedded bliss with help of the postal system 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER . 

There's something to be said about 
time and distance making the heart 
grow fonder. Just ask Reno and 
Josephine Capro. 

. When they met, she was 15 and he 
was 19. She lived in Uhrichsville, Ohio; 
he lived in Detroit. Over the course of 
four years, they saw each other eight 
times. 

But they kept in touch through the 
U.S. mail. Thanks to twice-a-day mail 
delivery, they received letters from each 
other daily. 

What started in 1936 as a friendly 
visit turned into love and marriage for 
the Westland residents who celebrated 
their 65th wedding anniversary on July 
27. 

"Our kids wanted to know why I did­
n't save those letters," said Josephine. "I 
knew we were getting married, so I 
burnt them. I didn't want people to 
read them." 

The Westland couple met through 
their parents. Their fathers had worked 
together in the coal mines in Superior, 
Wyo., in the late 1910s. Josephine's par­

ents moved to Pennsylvania where she 
and her brother, Bruno, were born, 
then to Ohio. 

Reno was born in Wyoming and lived 
there until his family moved to Detroit, 
where his father ran into a man from 
Uhrichsville who told him about a lot 
of people from Wyoming who had 
moved there. Among the names he 
mentioned was that of Josephine's fam-

"My dad told my mom that when 
they got a new car, we'd go down there 
and see them," said Reno. 

He got the car in 1936 and they 
headed for Uhrichsville with Reno at 
the wheel. His father didn't know how 
to drive. 

Josephine initially thought Reno was 
married to his sister because she saw 
two couples coming to the door. And 
Reno wanted to write Josephine, but -
had his sister write to ask if he could. 

After three years of writing, Reno 
popped the question in 1939 and they 
were married in 1940. Bruno was the 
best man and Reno's sister Sarah was 
the maid of honor. 

"I kind of figured they were going to 
get married, but I was kind of young 

back then," said Bruno, who lives in 
Reno, Nev. 

There was a small reception at 
Josephine's family's home which 
included "belling" - kids walking in one 
door and out the other while banging 
on pots, pans and lids, making all kinds 
of noise. Reno gave each child a nickel 
- "that was big money back then," he 
said - prompting some to get b#ck in 
line for more. 

"We got married on Saturday, came 
home on Sunday, and I went to work 
on Monday," said Reno. "We celebrated 
our honeymoon 25 years later. We went 
to Hawaii." 

They lived in Detroit from 1940 until 
1994 when they moved to Westland. 
Reno drove a truck for a steel company 
when they married and then at Ford 
Motor Co. He then landed a job with 
the city of Detroit power plant just 
three days before the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. That job required that they live 
in the city. 

He worked at the power plant 
throughout the war, while Josephine 
worked as a Rosie the Riveter, assem-
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Hopefuls lining up 
for state House race 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

With the election still 15 
months away, three Democratic 
hopefuls have confirmed that 
they will seek the 18th District 
House seat of state Rep. Glenn 
Anderson. 

Anderson, D-Westland, will be 
forced out of office by term limits 
when his third consecutive two-
year term ends next year. 

Westland City Councilmen 
James Godbout and Richard 
LeBlanc and former state Rep. 
Vince Petitpren confirmed this 
week that they will campaign for 

Anderson's job. 
Anderson already has 

announced that he will endorse 
LeBlanc, saying Tuesday, "It's a 
no-brainer for me as to who's the 
better candidate." 

Godbout, the council's second-
in-command president pro tern, 
became the first candidate to for­
mally announce his 18th District 
campaign on Monday. 

Godbout has been involved in 
Anderson's prior campaigns and 
served as his treasurer. He didn't 
voice any resentment that 
Anderson has endorsed LeBlanc. 

PLEASE SEE HOUSE, A5 

Alert manager, police 
officer help nab suspect 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Quick action by an alert 
employee and a clever police 
officer led to the capture of a 
suspect in the break-in of a 
Westland market and theft of a 
cash box, authorities said. 

With timing on his side, a 
manager of Norman's Market 
on Wayne Road, north of 
Palmer, happened to drive by 
the store Sunday evening when 
he noticed a suspicious van near 
the rear door, police Sgt. David 
Heater said. 

He drove by the market about 
8:20 p.m. - 80 minutes after 
the store had closed for the 
night. 

"He knew the store was 
closed. He investigated further 
and drove closer to the area, and 
he saw a man carrying a gray 
box out of the rear of the store," 
Heater said. "The manager 
immediately recognized that 
box as being the cash box, so he 
knew that a crime was afoot." 

Although the suspect noticed 
him, the manager jotted down 
the license plate number, 
rushed to his nearby home and 
called 9-1-1. 

Police officers found that the 
back door of Norman's Market 

had been pried open, and an 
interior door to an office also 
had been forced in. 

"The cash box was missing," 
Heater said. 

Meanwhile, police had issued 
a description and license plate 
number of the 2001 Chevrolet 
Express van, which was known 
to be registered out of Belleville. 
That prompted a quick response 
by Westland police Officer Pat 
Griffin. 

"He astutely set up to watch 
traffic on westbound Michigan 
Avenue " Heater said. "He knew 
the van was registered out of 
Belleville, and he had a hunch 
that this van might go west­
bound." 

Griffin trailed the van until it 
stopped at a gas station at 
Michigan Avenue and Lotz 
Road, where he captured the 
driver. 

"It was very good work," 
Heater said. "The cash box had 
been broken open, and cash and 
coins were found." 

The 24-year-old suspect is 
facing charges of breaking and 
entering. He could face up to 10 
years in prison.if convicted. 

The suspect has no criminal 
history. 
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Back to school slogan: 'Let's go shopping' TMSN 
+ # V V . J • FROM PAGE A 

BY DARRELL CLEM AND LEANNE ROGERS 

STAFF WRITERS 

With back-to-school shop­
ping in mind, parent Rita 
Turner arrived at Westland 
Shopping Center before the 
stores even opened their doors 
Wednesday morning. 

She brought her daughter 
Monique, 12, her niece Tiffany, 
16, and her great-niece 
Ladasha, 13. 

"We're just out shopping for 
school"Turner said. "I'm pret­
ty much done with my daugh­
ter, but Tiffany had seen a 
sweater she liked (at J.C. 
Penney), so she wanted to 
come back and get it." 

Turner lives in Livonia, 
where her daughter goes to 
school. The other girls with her 
attend school in Detroit. 

Turner was among the par­
ents shopping with children 
for back-to-school items as 
schools prepared to open their 
doors today in the Wayne-
Westland district and Monday 
in the Livonia district, which 
serves the north part of 
Westland. 

"It costs, but I try to buy 
what's on sale," Turner said. 

She chose Westland 
Shopping Center because she 
likes some of the stores, such 
as J.C, Penney and Kohl's. 

"It's close to home, too," she 
said. Although she had fin­
ished shopping for clothes for 
her daughter, Turner said 
Monique still had one back-to-
school goal. 

"She's got to get her hair 
done and that's it," she said. 

When it comes to back-to-
school shopping for her three 
kids, Debbie Setzke has 
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Veronica Hays, 6, who will be a first-grader at Kettering Elementary School in Westland, has fun shopping for school 
with her mother, Cristy Hays at Westland Shopping Center. Here, they leave the Children's Place at Westland Shopping 
Center. 

learned to divide and conquer. 
"If I bring all of them, they 

go home with $500 worth of 
clothes," said Setzke, a Garden 
City resident. 

Her daughter Judy Silvi, 16, 
joined her on a recent shop­
ping trip at the Garden City 
Kmart - they were shopping 
for Setzke's younger daughter 
Julie, 9. 

"Judy is the shopper. My son 
(Brian, 17) is easy - a couple of 
pairs of jeans," Setzke said. 

A lOth-grader at Garden 
City High School when classes 
resume Sept. 8, Silvi said she 

likes to shop at Plato's Closet in 
Canton but otherwise wasn't 
too forthcoming about her 
shopping. 

"I think the trend is still kind 
of'70s clothing. At the hair 
salon the other day, they were 
talking about big hair like in 
the '80s," said Setzke. "Judy is 
the shoe queen - she has to 
have a purse and shoes to 
match each outfit." 

Setzke expected to spend 
about $400-500 on back-to-
school shopping but added 
that barely makes a dent in 
what her kids need. 

"That gets them started and 
through Christmas," she said. 

Looking at backpacks, 
Shanda Liles of Detroit was 
shopping with her three 
daughters. The younger girls, 
Shannell, 8, and T'Ambrah, 
nearly 4, like Bratz and Dora 
the Explorer items. 

"We're getting clothes, back 
to school papers, book bags," 
said Liles. "This store is closer 
to home. We live off Ford 
Road. They have a good selec­
tion and sometimes good sales 
- closeouts or sales I hadn't 
heard about." 

tions. 
P&R also has had equip­

ment problems that 
Ruthenberg said will be 
resolved if his company gets a 
new, five-year contract. 

"We are going to be able to 
restore our name" he said. 
,. P&R's contract expired in 
June, but the company is con­
tinuing to pick up local 
garbage until the city decides 
how to proceed with trash 
services. 

Waste Management spokes­
woman Carey Weihmiller told 
city leaders that the Houston-
based company had $15 bil­
lion in revenues last year and 
that it has 22 million cus­
tomers, including 240 munici­
palities in Michigan. 

Waste Management has a 
facility in Romulus, and 
Weihmiller promised top-
notch service. 

"Our service is only as good 
as the last pickup* she said. 

Waste Management would 
need 90 days to prepare to 
serve Westland - time to hire 
workers, learn the city's geog­
raphy and get equipment 
ready, Weihmiller said. 

She asked city leaders to 
consider hiring the company 
because it is financially secure 
and has an experienced staff 
that includes safe drivers. 

"People put out their 
garbage. They just want it to 
go away, and that's what we 
do," Weihmiller said. 

Republic spokeswoman 
Stephanie Glysson said the 
company, with a facility in 
Wayne, is ready to take on 
Westland's garbage even 
though its other Michigan 

customers are smaller com­
munities. 

"We pick it up and get the 
job done " she said. 

Republic has become suc­
cessful partly because of the 
way it treats its employees, 
Glysson said. 

"You pay them well. You 
treat them well. They will stay 
with you," she said. 

Republic has asked for 90 
days to implement services, 
she said, although the compa­
ny could respond on an emer­
gency basis. 

"If you need us to start a 
week from now, we'll be 
there," Glysson said. 

Republic offers several 
trash-hauling contract options 
- one of which would limit to 
one large container the 
amount of garbage that resi­
dents could put out each 
week. When asked by 
Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
why Republic should be cho­
sen, Glysson said, "Our cus­
tomers love us." 

Early this week, it wasn't 
clear when the city will decide 
which trash hauler to hire. For 
now, P&R is continuing to 
pick up trash even though its 
contract expired in June. 

Fewer than 20 residents 
attended Monday's meeting -
an indication, some officials 
said, that few residents are 
upset about current services 
by P&R. 

While some residents want 
to see P&R replaced, others 
have frowned on the big com­
panies. 

"This is a working-class 
community," resident John 
McGuire said, "and I don't 
know if we want the Cadillac 
service these (national) com­
panies are presenting to us." 
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lcer ice baby: Event helps fight fires MARRIA6E 
Westland Jaycees on 

Saturday will have its latest 
event to raise money for its 
thermal imaging campaign -
aimed at buying special fire-
scene cameras for Westland 
firefighters. 

Called Fire & Ice, the event 
will allow participants to pay 
$5 to scoop up a cup of ice in 
hopes of winning a diamond 
from Benson Diamond 

Jewelers at Westland Shopping 
Center. 

The "diamond dig" is sched­
uled for noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday in the mall, just out­
side of the jewelry store. 

For more information, call 
the Westland Jaycees at (734) 
226-0400. 

The Jaycees is a local organi­
zation dedicated to training 
young leaders through com­

munity service. 
Westland firefighters have 

said thermal imaging cameras 
can help them save lives by 
locating victims who may be 
unconscious in a burning 
home. 

They also have said the 
equipment can help them 
detect "hot spots" in walls and 
other hard-to-see places. 
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bling the nose sections of the B-
29 bombers at the Chrysler . 
plant at Warren and Lonyo. 

Each has their own take on 
their marital longevity. 
Josephine said being of the 
same religion "made a lot of 
difference, along with some 
advice from her father. 

"When he knew we were 
going to get married, my dad 
said, I f you get into problems, 
don't come to my door,'" she 
said. 

Reno said it's because their 
marriage has been a "50/50 

.proposition" 
"She gives the orders and I 

take them " he said. 
These days they keep active 

doing volunteer work, especial­
ly at St. Theodore Church and 
getting together with the family 
which now numbers more than 
40. They have three children -
son Richard of West Bloomfield 
and daughters Pauline of 
Northville and Christine of 
Lansing - five grandchildren 
and 10 great-grandchildren. 

"The years have gone by so 
fast," Josephine said. "We 
weren't so busy, not like today 
where there's a lot of things 
going on. Those days there was­
n't a lot happening, that's why 
you can remember things.'' 
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For the Record appears in every 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's newspaper in 
Passages on page B5. 

Josephine M. Algero 
Algero, 79, died July 13. 

B 
Edwin N. Buford 

Buford, 85, of Garden City, died Aug. 21. 
F 

Sally F. Fox 
Fox, 80, of Farmington Hills, died July 
27. 

G 
Opal B. Grady 

Grady, 83, died Aug. 15. 
K 

Rose Kaitschuck 
Kaitschuck, 68, died Aug. 19. 

t 
Gladys Mae Lescoe 

Lescoe, 81, of Heber Springs, Ark., for­
merly of Livonia, died Aug. 10. 

R 
Jami A. Holbrook 

Holbrook, 33, of Redford, died Aug. 13. 
S 

Albert Otto Sakcriska 
Sakcriska, 72, of Canton, died Aug. 16. 


