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of their lives

School was an important part of
Kimberly Shock's life, especially
Edison Elementary School in
Westland.
She was a student, parent and volunteer there and president of its PTO
for 10 years. Her three children Lauren, 20, Rachael, 18, and
Michael, 13 - also attended Edison.
But all she did for the school and
its staff and students came to an end
on June 24 when the Westland resident died of cervical cancer.
Thursday, students and staff paused
to remember Ms. Shock with music,
a poem, plaque and handmade pink
hearts.
"This means a lot," said Lauren,
standing near an ironwood tree
planted on the west side of the school
in her mother's honor. "Everyone
here was important to my mom. I
know she would be extremely happy
with this. This school was an important part of her life."
Lauren and her son Nathan, her
brother and sister, father Michael
said Great Aunt Kathleen Smith were
at the school for the dedication of the
tree and plaque that will hang in the
school near the office.
"We needed to do this," said
Principal Barbara Hastings. "She
died during the summer and some of
us weren't here to say goodbye. We
needed this to have closure."
The afternoon assembly tied in
with the fact that Saturday was Make
A Difference Day. Hastings pointed
out to students mat Ms, Shock made
a difference with what she did at the
school.
"She taught us all about selflessness," said Hastings. "She loved
Edison."

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Rachael Shock (from left), her sister Lauren and brother Michael look through the basket of
handmade hearts students at Edison Elementary School made for the family in honor of their
PLEASE SEE MISS SHOCK, A6 mother, the late Kim Shock. For more photos see Page A6.

to continue
Even so, the budget surplus as of June
30 stoodat $1.2 million - not as healthy
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli faced a foras Cicirelli would
midable task when she made history
prefer, but not anefour years ago by becoming the first
mic, either.
women ever elected as Westland
mayor.
Cicirelli also had to
strive to bring calm
As difficult as it seemed, she vowed
to a city that for
to protect city services and rebuild a
Cicirelli
years had been
depleted budget surplus, despite an
onslaught of revenue cuts imposed by embroiled in political turmoil, in the
aftermath of a Westland City Council
Lansing.
recall campaign.
As she seeks another four-year
term in the Nov. 8 election, Cicirelli
And, she has weathered her first
feels confident that she has achieved
term by ruling with a firm hand while
- even surpassed - her own goals.
avoiding any reputation-damaging
scandals.
"I want to finish what I've started
and continue to make positive
Cicirelli, seeking to keep her
changes in Westland" said Cicirelli,
$93,178 job, talked with the Observer
53.
Nabout her first term of office and her
re-election campaign.
After serving 12 years on the
Westland City Council, Cicirelli
She cited the following accomplishbecame mayor amid a financial
ments as some of the highlights of
crunch that had left the budget surplus virtually depleted.
PLEASE SEE CICIRELLI, A4
BYDARRELLCLEM
. STAFF WRITER
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Officials meet
to find location
for church's
warming center

Westland

2005
MAYORAL CANDIDATES
In today's Observer, we
offer stories about the
campaigns of incumbent
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli and
challenger Elenor Swistak.
The mayoral race is historic, in that it is the first
time that two women have
squared off for the
mayor's job. The winner
will get a four-year term.
The post pays $93,178 a
year.

What looked like the end of the
line for a warming center and
soup kitchen at the Full Gospel
Temple in Westland is more like a
bump in the road to a new location.
Two days after the Zoning
Board of Appeals turned down a
request for a use variance for the
warming center and soup
kitchen, Mayor Sandra Cicirelli
announced that the city and representatives of Wayne County will
meet with church officials this
week to begin looking for a suitable location for the warming
center.
"We plan to work with them'
through this process and want
them to continue providing food
to needy residents," said Cicirelli.
"I don't think the intent was to
stop them from serving the food,
the issue was the overnight stay."
Cicirelli received word from
Deputy County Executive Al
Helmkamp Friday afternoon that
the county will help find a suitable location for the warming
center that, the church has operated January through March out
of its building on Palmer Road.
Church officials had gone to
the ZBA in hopes of getting use
variances to continue opening up
an overnight warming center for

the homeless January through
March. They took the action after
finding out in March that they
were violating seven city ordinances, information that prompted senior Pastor Michael Enersen*
to close the center two weeks
early.
Citing concern about security
and the possibility of problems
for students at Adams Middle
School, the ZBA voted 5-2 to
deny the use variance. The determination was that the church's
speciaUand use under residential
zoning didn't allow for the soup
kitchen which had been open for
15 years.
"I had to vote my conscience"
said ZBA member Barbara
Pollack. "They do a good job, but
we have kids walking past the
center on their way to school. You
have to have some security."
"What I think we have here is
fear" said Enersen.
"Unfortunately, in our neighborhood, people are ignorant about
who the homeless are. We're not
talking about substance abusers
we're talking about friends and
families, people who have lost
their jobs,*semors who have too
much of the month left at the end
of the check."
Eight area churches and a
cadre of volunteers had supportPLEASE SEE CENTER, A4

Swistak:'Common sense'
candidate says money issue
BYDARRELLCLEM
STAFF WRITER

Mayoral candidate Elenor Swistak
has become a fixture at Westlahd City
Council meetings - relentlessly questioning what she considers wasteful
spending.
That philosophy hasframed her
campaign as she challenges incumbent Mayor Sandra Cicirelli for a
four-year term.
"I'm running for office because I
am interested in watching the spending in the city and making sure the
money is being spent properly"
Swistak said, discussing her campaign with the Observer.
"My main issue is money and that
it isispent well" she said.
Syvistak's eandidacy has made this
the first Westland mayoral campaign
between two women. She advanced
to the Nov. 8 election after she
became the only opponent to rise up
against Cicirelli.

"I don't feel that thet
administration is
*
being run properly or that we're being giveik
all of the facts"
X
Swistak said.
*
Calling Westland *
"part of a global socieS
ty," Swistak said-the *
last four years have Swistak
been difficult for %
Westland and the entire country. %
"We don't have jobs. We don't have^
the money. But we hear from the
»
administration that everything IS Bfine," she said.
Swistak, 67, is a retiree who worked:
for Michigan Bell and as a claims
adjuster for the Automobile Club of £
Michigan. She "grew up on rock and *;
roll," got an associate degree in
*
accounting and was married for 20 *;
years to an accountant.
£
"I'm one tough cookie," she said, ^
PLEASE SEE SWISTAK, A4
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Plan shifts some high
school boundaries
Livonia Public Schools'
Legacy Initiative will keep the
district divided into three sections, with the idea that students stay together as students
progress from the upper elementary grades through high
school.
Slight changes will be made
to current high school attendance boundaries to move students from overcrowded
Churchill High School into the
less-crowded Franklin High.
Students who live between
Five Mile and 1-96, and
Merriman and Middlebelt will
be shifted from Churchill to
Franklin. Students living
between Joy and Cowan, east
of Wayne will also be moved
from Churchill to Franklin.
However, the plan allows
current Churchill students, and
their incoming freshmen siblings, to remain at the school
until graduation.
The district would lose one
of its four middle schools in the
process, maintaining middle
school populations between
930-1015 students.

District

Additional proposed changes
for grades 5-12 are as follows:
• In the north end of the
district: All students north of
Five Mile Road will attend
Riley for grades 5-6; Holmes .
Middle School for grades 7-8; .;
and Stevenson High School for
graces 9-12.
• The southwestern portion
of the district: Students residing south of Five Mile and west
of aline that follows Merriman
south to the railroad tracks,
then west to Farmington, south
to Joy and west to Wayne Road
will attend Johnson for grades
5-6; Frost Middle School for
grades 7-8; and Churchill for
grades 9-12.
• The southeastern portion
of the district: Students residing south of Five Mile and east
of that same line (Merriman to
the railroad tracks, west to
Farmington, south to Joy
Road, and west to Wayne
Road) will attend Cooper for
grades 5-6; Emerson Middle
School for grades 7-8; and
Franklin for grades 9-12.
By Stephanie A. Casola
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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Like many parents in Livonia Public
Schools, Peggy Polumbo found out •
Thursday that the school her child attends
could close its doors next fall.
"It's not just a school" said Polumbo, a
Taylor Elementary parent. "I've lived in the
neighborhood for 10 years. It's more of a
home."
Under a plan revealed last week, the district's demographics committee has recommended closing seven elementary buildings,
merging most school populations, and
reconfiguring grades into lower elementary
schools, upper elementary schools, middle
and high schools.
The proposal - known as the Legacy
Initiative - addresses stagnant or dropping
enrollment and a decline in state funding. If
passed, and put in place next fall, it would
save the district $1.5 to $2 million next year,
and up to $10 million withinfiveyears.
Polumbo wasn't the only one left "heartbroken" by the news Thursday.
"I think it's very emotional, very sad," said
Laurie Ellis, also a Taylor parent.
Should the proposal become reality, she
would have three children attending three
different schools next year. It poses concerns
about transportation and school start times,
Ellis said.
Other Taylor parents, like Lisa Tenbusch,
held back tears at the announcement.
"This school is very good," she said. "That's
why I built my house across the street. I
pulled my child out of private school to go to
Taylor."
Tenbusch, Jill Ferguson and Cindy
Jenaway, were very concerned that their
children would be bused to Riley to attend
fifth and sixth grades. It is one of three
schools to be designated for upper elementary students.
While she liked the overall plan, Tenbusch
said Riley is too far away.
. Mike Rotter wondered why Taylor students couldn't go to school at nearby
Dickinson Center for their upper elementary classes, instead. He does not support
busing students to Riley. "It's just not right,"
he said.
Andrea Oquist, principal of Taylor
Elementary School in Livonia, told parents
Thursday that their children are the top priority.
"I do have great confidence in the work of
the demographics committee " she said. "I
have great confidence that the plan put forth
is, in the long run, the best thing for chit-;
dren in our district and families in our district."

SOUTHEASTERN END
• Adams will close and those students
will attend Roosevelt. McKinley will close
and students will attend Grant. Nankin
Mills will close and students will attend
Hayes. Cooper's K-4 population will shift

J B ^ I

SwS A

l,

iijjlil }' --' ! •'' ""

Open M-Th 9am-9pm, Frl & Sat. 9am-10pm,
Sun 9-8pm

29501 Ann Arbor Trail
(Just W. of Middlebelt)

(734)422-0160

Prices Effective Monday, Oct. 24th -Sunday, Oct. 30th • Lotto* Dally • Pood Stamps & All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Hamburaerfrorn

U.S.D.A. Select

Lean & M e a t y

Ground Chuck

NV Strip Steak

Cueof Round Roost

5 lbs.

79 ^

$C99

'*4 w9

LB.

Pork Chops

$
LB.

is.

Whole fi

will be the only elementary to keep jits K-6
configuration. The magnet school draws?'
students from other districts in its special
education and gifted and talented programs.
NORTH END
• Taylor will close, and students will
attend Hoover. Students jfro^tfc^. i " , f
Quakertown subdivision wiB alsd mc^jfe
Hoover.
"
""
• Tyler will close, and students will
attend Coolidge. Cass remains the same;
Buchanan adds a square mile south of Six
Mile and east of Middlebelt, which shifts
from Roosevelt.
• For 5-6 grades, these students will
attend Riley, which will change from a
middle to an upper elementary school.
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By Stephanie A. Casola

p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 1, at Frost Middle School qi. „
Franklin or Stevenson high Schools, v „ / " ' ^ / J .
• Send feedback and r e w m m e n d a t ^ i t e ^ ^ y 5 '
mail to demographics @Hvonia.kl2.mi.us. ' " ?
4
• Attend the school board open meeting 7
p.m. Monday, Nov. 14, at the board office, 15125
Farmington Road, to hear the presentation to
trustees. .
^
> j
• Share comments at a public hearing befere \
the board, set for 7 p.m. Monday, Nov. 21, at the" *
board office.
By Stephanie A. Casola
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SOUTHWESTERN END
• Washington will close, and students
will attend Randolph. Hull will close and
students will attend Kennedy. Garfield
will draw students from a portion of the
current Grant attendance area (south of
Plymouth, west of Farmington).
• Johnson's lower elementary students
will attend Rosedale, a building just north
of Churchill High School which is currently leased to a neighboring district.
• For 5-6 grades, all of these students
will attend Johnson, which becomes an
upper elementary school.
• Webster will remain unchanged, and

\ S S | S | 1 13

Turkey Breast

& Old Fashioned
loaves

$994

to Cleveland.
• For 5-6 grades, these students will
attend Cooper, which also becomes an
upper elementary school.
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Kowaiski Honey, Smoked, Roasted

Koujotski

Polish Horn Olive, Pickle, Kielboso

Roost Beef

BETTER PROGRAM
By creating upper elementary buildings at
Cooper, Johnson arid Riley, the committee
qpuld increase prograras;vStudents will &tdl
have one teacher, but they will be exposed to
more special classes. The program would
expand to include physical education twice a

Community members have a month learn
more about or offer reaction to the Livonia
Public Schools' "Legacy Initiative" plan, before it
is presented to the school board. Here's how:
• Check for daily updates on the district's
Web site at www.livonia.kl2.mi.us/demographic/demographichtml,
• Watch LPS Cable for re-broadcasts of the
Legacy Initiative. The station - Channel 15 for
Bright House and Wide Open West subscribers
and Channel 19 for Comcast viewers - airs the
program at noon, 6:45 p.m. and 9 p.m. daily.
• Attend the next informational meetings at 7

$»9

LB.

Our Otun Rotisserie

The Legacy Initiative creates 12 schools
for grades K-4, three schools for grades 5-6,
three middle schools for grades 7-8 and
maintains three high schools for grades 912. Only Webster Elementary School retains
its K-6 status.
The plan keeps the elementary communities together, said Supt. Randy liepa. Once
students enter fifth grade, they continue
through the school system with the same
classmates.
"That literally is their graduating class,"
Liepa said.
Oquist, who served on the demographics
committee, said this was the "only plan that
would allow our community to be together."
Several parents attending the meeting at
Taylor supported this aspect of the plan.
Ellis said she's glad the children wil! stay
together, and they'll have access to more
programs.
"I'll adjust," she said.

Here's how to learn more, give feedback
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KEEP IT TOGETHER

WHAT IT COSTS
Demographics committee members created this plan to save money and improve pro- b
grams. Over the pastfiveyears, the district
has had to cut $19 million from its general
fund to address a state funding freeze and ;
rising operating and health care costs. At the/
same time, enrollment has declined, partic- •
ttfarly at the elementary level. Since 1995,
the district has lost 1,100 students in grades
K-6. The enrQUment high of 38,000 students in 1971 has fallen to about 18,000 students who attend today.
To save money, the proposal does cut staff
in the district, due to buildings being closed.
Liepa noted there would be fewer adminis- .
trators, secretaries, custodians, librarians • .. and paraprofessionals. But classrooms are
expected to remain the same, for the most
part, meaning teachers should be spared
from the staffing cuts.
While cost savings are expected overall,
the district would incur higher transportation expenses. Children who walk to school
this year may be bused to school next year,
Liepa said.
Bus ride times may increase an estimated
5-7 minutes, with the maximum time of 40
minutes, estimated tamcrease to- 45 minutes- i* - %* wJ -HV2S* , ) 7 ; ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^
"This is a big change for us, without question" Liepa said

Bobu Bock Ribs

LB.
, Kowaiski Imported

Linda Minsterman, principal of Hayes
Elementary School in Westiand, learned
under this plan, her building will remain
open, and become a K-4 facility. Though the
proposal will mean a major shift of people
and resources in the district, and job loss for
some, she said overall it would be a positive,
necessary change.
"It's really interesting," Minsterman said.
"I think it's what's best for kids. The plan
meets their needs. It really did put children
and their education first."
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'TOMHOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Julie McDonald (left) and Shirley Hay were among
several concerned parents at Taylor Elementary
School learned Thursday their neighborhood school
was one of several which may close next year.

week, as well as music, art and a foreign language at least once a week. These classes ; ;,
were cut from the 2O02-20O3 budgetj..^ J ^
"This is a better program than we're-pffer^c f.[
ingtoday," said Liepa.
"" ~ '•
Had the district kept its grade configurations the same or moved to a 6-8 grade middle school concept, while closing schools,
Liepa said, the program wouldn't have been
as "educationally sound."
This proposal also preserves small class
sizes. Liepa said student-teacher ratios
would not change under this proposal.
Lower elementary ratios would remain,.,, ,.,-. n
between 21 and 25 students in a class, wh^eV',*.
upper elementary ratios are about 28 students in a class.
"Class sizes will be much more average,"
said Liepa.
The plan would limit combined classes
and kindergarten overflow, while increasing .
professional development opportunities for
teachers. Currently, when kindergarten
enrollment exceeds class size, some students
are relocated to other elementary schools
which have fewer kindergartners.
Liepa said withinfiveyears the plan wUl
even out enrollment at the three high
schools.
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over school shift,
some'heartbroken'

Livonia Public School's demographics
plan calls for the closing of seven elementary school buildings. The district will, in
turn, reclaim one school that is currently
being leased to Redford Union School
District.
The elementary schools in the district
will encompass 12 buildings for grades K4 and three buildings for grades 5-6. The
lower elementary schools will hold
between 360-560 students, while the
upper elementary schools will house 770920 students.
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Elementary restructuring calls for 7 closed schools
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Oooh, that's so (non) scary
Volunteers enjoy rewards of
doing annual Halloween Walk
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

With less than a week to go,
Julie Barrett is working on
clotResTor scarecrows; Linda
Rosa is considering what wig
she'll wear, and Barbara
Pollack is prepping to do her
behind the scenes counting.
The three women are just a
few of the 40-50 volunteers
who turn Westland's Central
City Park into a mystery forest
for three days, providing a
non-scary Halloween Walk for
young children.
"It's fun and the parents
really love it," said Pollack, a
member of the Westland
Civitan Club which started
doing the Halloween Walk in
the late 1980s. "It's a good program."
"It's a neat project" added
Rosa, a Garden City resident.
"It doesn't scare them, but it's
Halloweeny."
In its 15th year, the
Halloween Walk will take
place Thursday-Saturday, Oct.
27-29. Youngsters will meet
some friendly characters like
Little Bo Peep and the Friendly
Troll in the forest while helping the little scarecrow retrieve
his clothes that flew away after
the good witch accidentally
washed them with her flying
potion.

Tours start every 10 minutes,
beginning at 6:30 p.m., and
run through 9 p.m. The program runs rain or shine. If
there is rain, tours will take
place inside the Bailey
Recreation Center, 36651 Ford.
Preregistration is required,
and tickets are available at the
Bailey Center. The cost is $3
per person.
Pollack credits former
Civitan Karen Gregory with
coming up with the idea. She
had five books with non-scary
themes. She scripted them
while fellow Civitans did the
costumes and props, some of
which were made from cardboard.
The club kept the walk going
until 1995 when members didn't have the time to put one
together. But then recreation
director Chuck Skene liked the
idea and in 1996 the Westland
Parks and Recreation
Department took it over. With
the help of the Civitans, they
also got other clubs involved.
That year the proceeds were
used to help build a playscape
in Central City Park.
Today, the walk is sponsored
by the recreation department,
Westland Civitan Club, Dad's
Athletic Club of Westland and
the Westland Breakfast Lions
Club, and the money raised
goes to Fun-4-All, a scholar-

Martin needed someone who
could sew.
Over the years, she has made
costumes to the point where
• she's more or less making
repairs or replacing things that
get lost and making props.
This year she has made 15
small scarecrows and clothing
for each and every one plus
extra pieces in case some are
lost. Youngsters go into the
forest to help the scarecrow
retrieve clothing piece by
piece.
"I do simple things, so
they're easy to do, but it's like :
doing Barbie clothes " she said. ;
"I'm getting ready to replace
the body of the panda costume."
TOM HAWLEY f STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
That will please her daughA miniature scarecrow keeps the panda head company as Julie Barrett repairs the body of the costume that wilt be
ter Jessica whose become
known as Panda around
worn by her daughter, Jessica, during the Halloween Walk.
Wayne High because it is a role
she plays yearly at the walk.
ship program for disadvanMartin's call to play the troll
from the flying potion.
taged youngsters.
after the actor failed to show
"I had so much fun leading
"My daughter loves doing it,"
up. She went home, grabbed
the kids around, but I think
said Barrett. "She absolutely
Each year volunteers use a
some old clothes and a piece of being the troll is the best
enjoys the heck out of acting
different one of Gregory's five
rope and has been working on
because I get to see all the chil- for the little kids. It's great and,
stories. Recreation Program
her costume ever since.
dren," she said.
it's how I met Margaret and
Supervisor Margaret Martin
that's evolved into a great
comes up with the scripts. The
"I was in Wal-Mart last year
Barrett doesn't get to sprinfriendship."
13 Days of Halloween is the
and walked by the shoe depart- kle fairy dust, but anywhere
kids' favorite, according to
ment where I saw some monfamilies look and anyone they
Barrett's daughter recruits
Pollack.
ster feet" she said. "They're
see, Barrett will have had
her friends to help at the walk,
brown and furry with toes. I
something to do with it. She
and Martin uses her involve"There's a script, but very
only have to put on socks and I got involved in the walk
ment in an outdoor club to get
few follow it," she added.
have warm feet."
through her daughter Jessica, a more volunteers. That's how
"It's fun to ad lib," said Rosa
junior at Wayne Memorial
Rosa got involved and that's
who plays the Friendly Troll.
She also wears purple therHigh School.
how the event keeps growing,
"You don't have to follow the
mal underwear to set off the
script. You can hop around and feet and is thinking about
Jessica had been helping out said Pollack.
be silly."
switching to a red, white and
as a member of the Theta Rho
"But we should thank Chuck
blue wig this year.
Lodge of the Oddfellows and
Skene and Margaret Martin,"
Rosa played the friendly
Rebekahs. She stayed on after
she added. "They got it started
witch that guided youngsters
As the troll, she gets to
Theta Rho faded out and voland we go along with them."
through the forest for several
sprinkle the kids with fairy
smasondioe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2112
years until she answered
dust to help protect themselves unteered her mother when

'50s with a Mission benefits Goodfellows
The Westland Goodfellows
will be on the receiving end of
the Women of Westland and
Westland Jaycees '50s with a
Mission benefit slated for
Friday, Nov. 18, at the Hellenic
Cultural Center, 36375 Joy in
Westland.
Doors will open at 6 p.m. for
the '50s themed party which
benefits a local charity or
organization. The Goodfellows
are the 2005 beneficiary.

A diner of hamburgers,
coneys and fries will be served
at 6:30 p.m., while The
Reflections will take to the
stage at 8 p.m.
There also will be a contest
for the Best '50s Costume,
50/50 raffles and a Duck Pond
game.
Tickets are available for $25
each or $225 for a table of 10.
Food is included in ticket price,
and a cash bar is available for

those age 21 and older.
Tickets are available at Mary
Dennings Cake Shop, 8036 N.
Wayne Road, or at the Bailey
Recreation Center, 36551 Ford.
The also are available by sending a check to WOW/50's
Dance 5719 N. Berry,
Westland, MI 48185. Be sure to
include a name and return
address.
For more information, call
(734) 467-9113.

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE A CHILD YOU KNOW?
•. Learning or developmental challenges associated with AUTISM ?
• Difficulty paving attention related to ADD / ADHD ?
• Challenges with MATH, READING or READING COMPREHENSION ?
. Inability to SIT STILL and STAY ON TASK ?
• Difficulty with TRANSITIONING or SCHEDULE CHANGES ?
. Need help with SPEECH SKILLS or LANGUAGE DELAYS ?
. Overly sensitive to TOUCH, MOVEMENT, LIGHTS or SOUNDS ?
• Lack of coordination when WRITING, CUTTING or PLAYING ?
. Do they ECHO or OBSESSIVELY REPEAT WORDS or PHRASES?
. Insecurity caused by L O W CONFIDENCE or POOR SOCIAL SKILLS?

W E C A N H E L P YOUR CHILD !
FREE TICKETS TO SEE DAVID KIRBY
NY Times Journalist, Investigative Reporter And Best Selling Author of
the book:

EVIDENCE OF HARM
Mercury In Vaccines And The Autism Epidemic A Medical Controversy
This is a rare opportunity to hear Mr. Kirby discuss his research and findings into
vaccines and vaccine safety;: Due to the importance of this presentation we have prepurchased a limited number of tickets which we are giving away free to interested parents
and grandparents. You owe it to the children in your life to attend this groundbreaking
presentation. CalLnow to reserve your tickets—734-762-0332 !!!!

' Great Expectations
Fantih Speech. S e n s o n Integration & Learning Center
31580 Schoolcraft Rd. * Livonia. Ml * P h : 734-762-0332
Centrally (tu-awd in f.ivonfa heiwcen

\terrimttit and f'armmgttm

Roads.
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Get on the ball
U$M today's

A r www.MvCiKK.vrKiacoM

2005
DETROIT

Tickets
^
*s

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
VOLUNTEER C O U N C I L

DESIGNER SHO
AN
Snownouse Tours
Saturday,
October 8 tnrougn
Sunday
October 3 0 , 2 0 0 5
Hours:
Lonaay, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday 1 0 AM-5 PM
Thursday 1 0 AM - 7 PM
Sunday 1 PM-5 PM

$ 2 0 at tne door
This coupon
worth $2 off
one ticket
at the door.
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Ivation Army assists
rea's homeless people
The plight of the homeless
will be the focus of the WayneWestland Salvation Army's
observance of Homeless
Awareness Week Nov. 13-19"We do have programs available," said Capt. Mindie O'Neil,
corps commander with her
husband. She has a proclamation from Gov. Jennifer
Granholm recognizing the
week's observance.
There's a family shelter for
homeless people in Westland,
although a warming center in a
local church was recently

FROM PAGE A1

ed the warming center which
housed homeless residents from
7 p.m. to 7 a.m., offering them a
hot meal, a place to sleep and
clean up. It had been in operation for five years.
The churches also provided
the sandwiches and area restaurants provided the hot soup that
was served to needy people who
came to the church for a hot
meal.
The decision came as a shock
to volunteers who packed the
City Council Chambers for the
hearing. Many spoke out in support of the center and soup
kitchen.
Thursday, when 45 people,
including children, showed up
at the soup kitchen for lunch,
they received milk and coffee
instead of hot soup and chicken.
"We had to throw the food
away because we couldn't feed
them," said the Rev. Ruby
Beneteau of the Lighthouse
Ministry at the church. "We do
no cooking here, all the food is
catered in. We've done it for
years and had no complaints."
Because it was a ZBA deci-

INFORMATION CENTRAL
cated the world was closer than anyone
thought; submarines escorting the mis'Sile-iaden ships were armed with
nuclear torpedoes, and they were
trained on the U.S. ships in the blockade.
If you would like to iearn more about
this pivotal moment in history, the
library has several sources of informa;
tion; books, such as One Hell of a
Gamble: Krushchev, Castro and
Kennedy, #55-7964 by Aleksandr ""
Fursenko or In the Eye of the Storm:
, Castro, Khrushchev, Kennedy and the
Missile Crisis by Carlos Lechuga Hevia
Also the non-fiction video recording,
Thirteen Days in October, and a superb
video series produced by CNN, entitled
The Cold War, which looks at the whole
Russian/US nuclear crisis.
October is certainly a time for scary

stories; try some non-fiction stories like
these - far scarier than anything involving ghosts, vampires or werewolves...
Breast Cancer Awareness: 7 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 24
Join Archilind Franklin from the
Barbara Ann Karmanos Institute, who
will give a PowerPoint presentation, and
Rebecca Mullen who will discuss her
experiences as a breast cancer survivor.
Prevent Identity Fraud: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 26
Get practical advice from the Special
Assistant to the Attorney General,
Angela Branch. Learn the consequences
and how to minimize your risks - particularly for seniors and caregivers.
Preschool Fair: 7-8 p.m. Monday,
Nov. 7 Do you have a child about to
enter preschool? Learn more about

area preschools at our Preschool Fair.
Several area preschools.will have their
representatives available to relay information and answer your questions. No
registration required. Call the
Children's Services Department at (734)
326-6123 for more information.
Fifth-Sixth Grade Book Club: 7
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 15
This month's book is The City of
Emberby Jeanne FJuPrau. Pick up your
copy at the children's desk.
Adult Book Club: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 15 The Lone Ranger and Tonto
Fistfight in Heaven by Alexie Sherman.
Call or stop by the reference desk to
reserve your copy.
The William P. Faust Public Library is
at 6123 Central City Parkway, Westland.
For more information, call (734} 3266123.

"I don't make any promises
to anybody," she said. "I tell it
like it is."
One of her first actions in
office would be to call for an
independent audit of city
finances, she said.
Swistak also suggested that
city officials need to stop referring to state and federal grant
money as though it is free
money.
"Grant money is still our tax
dollars," she said,
Swistak has been campaigning door-to-door, and she said
residents have responded kindly to her campaign.
"I do listen to the people,"
she said.
Among her goals:

• Determine whether the
DA.R.E. (Drug Abuse
Resistance Education) program should be cut or restructured.
• Revamp some city boards
and commissions, and determine whether laws could be
changed to abolish the Local
Officers Compensation
Commission, which sets
salaries for elected leaders. She
has previously said that
salaries are too high for many
officials.
• Determine what steps
should be taken with homeland security to make sure that
Westland and its citizens are
prepared for disasters.
"We need citizens in certain

areas who would know the
neighborhood and how to get
to people who need things like
insulin and water," Swistak
said.
She also has spoken out
against the city's new blight
ordinance, saying she fears it
essentially will be used to take
property from citizens.
Swistak referred to herself
and her supporters as "freedom
fighters" who want to defend
freedom of speech and other
rights that she has said are
being eroded.
Summing up her candidacy,
Swistak said, "I am the common-sense mayor."

due to a contamination scare,
is being readied for redevelopment.
FROM PAGE Al
B A blight control ordinance
has been approved that will
give Cicirelli's administration
her first term:
the tools it needs to clean up
• City firefighters started a
some dilapidated properties.
project of going into neighbor• Despite revenue cuts, such
hoods and helping residents
ensure that their residences are services as public safety and
leaf-pickup have actually been
safe.
improved.
• Cooper Elementary
9 City officials have helped
School, closed off since 1991
residents with health care by
providing a discount prescrip,
tion program and by driving
THINK'NG ABOUT
senior citizens to Canada,
where they pay less for their
r^
drugs.
^ " " . r i V ^ V*"
• Westland has started
working with neighboring
communities to try to make
joint purchases - a move that
i n L - i - L.^ttivjy-v( u.ij
will save money.
(734)525-1930
• The city has upgraded its
Our 31st Year!
computer
system - a move that
UNiTEDTEMPERATURE
eventually
will allow residents
8919 MlDDL£BELT» LIVONIA
to handle such business as payOE08372d94
ing their taxes and water bills

online, if they choose.
Those are but a few of the
accomplishments cited by
Cicirelli in her first term.
When asked what sets her
apart from challenger Elenor
Swistak, she said, "I would say
my experience not only as
mayor, but also as a council
member for 12 years."
Cicirelli also said she has
worked cooperatively with
local school districts and with
state lawmakers to move certain projects forward for the
city.
"I think things have gone
pretty well during the last four
years, especially considering
our budget constraints," she
said.
Cicirelli has renewed certain
goals, such as filling large,
vacant buildings around
Westland Shopping Center and
trying to get a workable recycling program started. The latter issue could depend partly
on which trash hauler city offi-

-cials decide to hire on a longterm basis.
Cicirelli predicted that she
will spend less than $20,000
on her campaign. Many political observers believe that she
will not face nearly the challenge that she did in 2001,
when she defeated Councilman
Richard LeBlanc in a hardfought campaign.
Cicirelli, who has two adult
children and two grandchildren, has taken nothing for
granted. She is sending out campaign literature, giving her
supporters yard signs and
arranging for her supporters to
work the polls on Nov. 8. •
And, as always, she has .
relied heavily on her family to
manage her campaign - a decision that has proved successful
in her city elections.
"My family is helping me,"
she said. "It's always been that
way."

With Mother Nature hitting the world
with serious disasters, the Atomic
Doomsday Clock (http://www.thebulletin.org/doomsday_clock/) set back to
seven minutes to midnight, and the
work of individual terrorists creating
closed over zoning issues.
such world chaos; it is hard to rememThe local Salvation Army is
seeking business help with col- ber a time when war between countries
lection boxes for food and per- seemed like the most iikeiy candidate
to devastate the worid.
sonal care items. Most homeless in this area are single men,
Yet that was certainly the case over
CNeil said.
, 13 days in October, when Nikita
Khrushchev attempted to install
The Salvation Army can be
nuclear ballistic missiles in Cuba. The
reached at (734) 722-3660.
United States, under President John F.
Information on the homeless
Kennedy, imposed a naval blockade and
also is available online at
forced the Russian ships carrying the
www.mihomeless.org.
missiles to turn back.
"We'll tell you how you can
help," O'Neil said.
Revelations by retired Soviet Admiral
Vitaly Agafonov (at the April 2000 preBy Julie Brown view of. Thirteen Days in Moscow) indi-

sion, the church's only recourse
was to appeal to Wayne County
Circuit Court, and Enersen had
been in contact with an attorney
before the mayor made her
announcement. He maintained
that the decision had a constitutional overtone, that in denying
the request the city "was telling
us what it would accept" and
going against the separation of
church and state.
"They said the warming center
and soup kitchen was not an
accessory to the church" Enersen
said. "They shut down the soup
kitchen, they shut down the
warming center. What comes
next? Are they going to tell me
what I can preach about and
how many people can hear it?
"We're not trying to do something weird. I could give you
Bible verse after Bible verse
about taking care of the needy."
Cicirelli doesn't want the
church to stop what it's doing.
Her concern is for the people
who come to the center, the
people who work there and the
people in the neighborhood.
"We're concerned about
everyone's safety, that's why
we're going to work with them
to find a more appropriate location," said Cicirelli.
smason@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2112
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adding that, as mayor, "I would
be there for the people."
Swistak didn't hesitate when
asked to cite her top three
issues: "Money, money, money."
She added that city officials
need to be more accountable
for their spending practices
and that they should be more
thrifty.
"We are trying not to ,
increase the taxes," she said, "so
we have to watch the spending."
Swistak also said that, if
elected, she would not be
indebted to anyone.
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dctem@oe.homecomm.net l (734) 953-2110'

dclem@oe.hdmecomm.net I (734) 953-2110

Great Savings This Week AT Mike's

«6L
^^

Your Meat & Deli
Supermarket

Marketplace iss'sraso

Arthritis Today
JOSEPH J. WEISS, WI.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
18829 Farniington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone:(248)478-7860

SALE DATES MONDAY, OCT* 2 4 t h
USDA Select
Lean Sliced
Center Cut

THE NON-STEROIDAL D R U G S L ^ L
It is now more than a year since the possible threat of coronary artery disease from non-steroidal antiinflammatory drugs came to the attention of the public, and the medical profession. Before that
announcement,' the non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs found use not only for swollen joints, but were
the first choice for pain relief.
. initially, the Federal Drug Administration focused on the hazards posed by the Cox-2 drugs; Bextra,
Vioxx, and Celebrex, Later, the government came out with advisories on the Cox-1 drugs such as: Motrin
M Naprosyn to the list of medications requiring restricted use. Some experts in the area of non-steroidal
drugs stated that alt drugs In the Cox-1 or Cox-2 category were hazardous to the coronary arteries.
• You still have options if you want a non-steroidal for pain relief. One drug that remains useful is aspirin.
The side effects of gastritis and ulcer remain, but the;vast majority of people can take aspirin on a regular
basis with no such threat to their health. Furthermore, coated aspirin is very safe, substantially reducing
the risk of stomach ulcer, A related compound salsalate is similar to aspirin but does not carry the risk of
stomach ulcer. The evidence from the medical literature is that salsalate is as effective for pain relief as
aspirin or any of the Cox-1 or Cox-2 medications. For reoccurring aches, acetaminophen (Tylenol} is an
excellent choice. It is not old fashioned, rather, its staying power attests to its utility.
None of the above drugs, except aspirin, are strong against inflammation. For now, no new nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory medications are on the way; the quest awaits new concepts from researchers
working in the biological sciences.

www.drjjwGtss.yourmd.com

ONELESS
ROUND STEAK

40*\PORK

STEAK

I

1

30th
USDA Select
Tender

BONELESS
SIRLOIN STEAK

W H A T ' S FOR DINNER?
DELICIOUS!

OE0S3757B6

I

HICKORY SMOKED

1

B A R B Q RIBS

Visit w w w . m i k e s - m a r k e t D l a c e . c o m

ABSOLUTE AUCTION L
DEVELOPER'S FINAL CLOSEOUT!
SAT., NOV. 12, 1 PM

4 HOMES, 5 0 HOMESITES &
2 5 ACRE MIXED-USE PARCEL
*10 Homesites and 1 Single Family Home
to Sell Absolute Regardless of Price!
C&nterbm-y Gardens
Huron Township, ML
Art elegant neighborhood with
classic charm
• 40 acres of open space with
pond, community, park,
& woodlands
1
Homes combine classic
architecture, modern floor
plans & private spaces
1
Homes previously priced
$258,000 - $368,000
• Homesites previously priced
$69,900 -$119,900

IRTERHOUSE STEAK

www.christenson~6fms.com/cg.htntl
'.GOOPERATINGW/STEML RTE5EB. BROKEIUIWB504HD700 [517 349.76883- l O l i . BUYER'S PfitMllJM - IMS IS W l A SOLICITATION OB Of RHINE
OJLESIOIWTSJlTJlNV STAT! WHERE THIS Off EBWB IS PROHIBITED BY1IMSI THIS LISTING WAV BE WITHBRStM MODIFIED OKCAMCFLEQW/OUT NOTICE

GROUND SIRLOIN

CHEERIOS

3/*6

USDA • Select Boneless

Boneless Beef

CUBE STEAK
**J

1.79

Only " I t l

4-Steak
Pk
B.#

800.440.4424

General Mills

N f l / Only

-BONE STEAK
Previews Dally 10/32 - ll/li
Financing Available

Fiesh

totea?

USDA • Select

25-Acru Parcel
Canton Township, MI.
1
Develop residential,
commercial, and/or
light industrial
• Parcel may be
subdivided
•660 feet of 1-275
Nearby Dtea, Home
. Depot, Sam's Club,
Wal-Mart, Emagine
Movie Theater

USDA • Select

Boneless Lean

Blue Bonnet

STEWING BEEF
iQuailsfsl
JlQ
w
Only V V
limit 2

Only

Boneless Rib Eye

DELMONICO STEAK

*ft
*0SJ Only U » W /fa.

Mike's Frash

BRATWURST LINKS

COKE

4/U

www.hoinetownlife.coni
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2006 BUICK RENDEZVOUS® CX FWD

24

..A
includes ail offers

Una-Si. •ess-mwasefi

S.25/mi!e over 20,000 miles.
Tax, titie, license, dealer fees extra.
Residency restrictions apply.
Luxury car ride. SUV versatility.
Ultrasonic rear parking assist

Jf

standard

2006 BUICK RAINIER8 CXL

$.2S/mife over 20,000 miles.
Tax, title, license, dealer fees extra.
Residency restrictions apply.

sagrsins.
offers?
No security
deposit requif

Available Sun, Sound and Entertainment Package
(sunroof Bose* premium audio system with XM*' radio/
six-disc In-dash CD changer)
/ 0 5 Buick Rainier CXL, winner o f

f-gic Vision's 2005 Total Quality Award"
^est Medium SUV Experience5

I»>iii Oi u m
\« \Mi

EVERY 2006 BUICK COMES WITH:
A 4-YEAR/50,000-MILE NEW VEHICLE WARRANTY6

• QUIETTUNING®

. ONE-YEAR ONSTAR® SERVICE7

ALL STANDARD
Just a n n o u n c e d ! If your GMAC lease expires b e t w e e n O c t o b e r 15, 2005, and A p r i l 30, 2006,
you can get o u t o f it now and get i n t o a new 2006 Buick?
VISIT:
Jim Bradley Buick
Ann Arbor
734-769-1200

Faist-Diesing Buick
Chelsea
734-475-8663

James-Martin Buick
Detroit
313-875-0500

Wally Edgar Buick
Lake Orion

Watdecker Buick
Brighton
810-227-1761

Randy Hosier Buick
Clarkston
.248-625-5500

Ray Laethem Buick
Detroit
313-886-1700

Ed Rinke Buick
Center Line
586-757-2100

Jim Riehl's Friendly Buick
Clinton Township
586-412-9600
Superior Buick
Dearborn
313-846-1122

1

MetroDetroitBuickDeaiers.com

Bob Saks Buick
Farmington Hills
248-478-0500 •
LaFohtaine Buick
Highland
248-887-4747

248-391-9900

Victory Buick
Milan
734-439-3500

Shelton Buick
Rochester Hills
248-651-5500

Vyletel Buick
Sterling Heights
586-977-2800

Roberts Buick
Lapeer
810-667-2102

Bob Jeannotte Buick
Plymouth
734-453-2500

Jeffrey Buick
Roseville
506-296-1300

Zubor Buick
Taylor
734-946-8112.

John Rogin Buick
Livonia
734-525-0900

Cawood Auto Company
Port Huron
810-987-3030

Jim Fresard Buick
. Royal Oak
,248-547-6100

Suburban Buick
Troy
248-519-9748

Terhune Sales & Service
Marine City
810-765-8866

Larry Koss Buick
Richmond
586-727-3115

Tamaroff Buick
Southfield
248-353-1300

Lunghamer Buick
Waterford
248-461-1000

Offer valid at participating dealers only. Take delivery of an eligible vehicle by 10/31/05, Gas Value Pre-Paid MasterCard Is not redeemable for cash and may be use.d at
any gas station or anywhere that accepts debit MasterCard. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY.
2
Offer valid on the lease .of any new and unused 2005/2006 GM vehicle. Only one Loyalty Offer per eligible transaction. Must show proof of current GbAAC lease and take delivery.
by 1/3/06. Not available with some other offers.
-'Payments are for a 2006 Buick Rendezvous CX with an MSRP of S27,305 (24 monthly payments total $4,536) and a 2006 Buick Rainier CXL with Sun , Sound and Entertainment
Package and an MSRP of $34,650 (24 monthly payments total $5,664), Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GMAC must approve lease.
Take delivery, by 10/31/05, Lessee pays for excess wear. See dealer for details.
4
XM available only in the-48 contiguous United States. Service fees apply. Visit gmxmradio.com for details.
Strategic Vision's 2005 Vehicle Experience Study™ surveyed 40,793 Oct.-Nov. new vehicle buyers of 200+ models after the first 90 days of owr •ership.
^Whichever conies first, Limited warranty. See dealer'for details,
.
'Includes Safe &. Sound Plan, standard. Call 1-S88-40NSTAR (1-888-466-7827) or visit onstar.com for system limitations and details,
8
(§200:> GM Corp. Ail rights reserved.
Must return vehicle and fake delivery of an eligible new GM. vehicle by 10/31/05. Excess mileage and wear charges apply. See dealer for details.
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AROUND WESTLAND
Get Smart seminar
As part of its Get Smart
Seminars, Westland
Convalescent Center will have
Mark McCauley and Mary
Schneider from the American
Association for Wartime
Veterans discuss VJV. Benefits
for Wartime Veterans 2:30-4
p.m. at the center, 36137 W.
Warren.
This informative session will
include topics on VA. Benefits
for Wartime Veterans, including what benefits are available
for wartime veterans; what is
improved pension with aid and
attendance; how can you substantially reduce the cost of a
stay in a long term care facility;
are you eligible if you are a surviving spouse of a wartime veteran and how do you apply for
this entitlement.
Westland Convalescent
Center is on Warren between
Wayne and Central City
Parkway in Westland. Call Judy
Bianchi at (734) 728-6100 to
sign up for this event.

Toy Show
Space is available for the
Westland Rotary toy show 10

a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 6,.
at Joy Manor, 28999 Joy
Westland. Tables are available
in advance for $30. The dayof-show price is $35.
The show will feature new
and antique toys, collectibles,
slot cars, model cars, and more.
There also will be lucky door
raffle prizes and refreshments
will be available. Admission
will be $3 with children under
age 12 free.
For more information about
registering, call Mary McGaw
at (734) 748-8515.

Constituents hours
U.S. Rep. Thaddeus
McCotter, R-Livonia, will have
district office hours 10 a.m. to
noon Wednesday, Oct. 26, at
the Westland Bailey Recreation
Center, 36651 Ford.
McCotter and his staff will
be available with issues involving the federal government,
including Social Security,
Medicare, military and veterans' affairs, small business concerns, student loan repayments.

Fall concert
Wayne Memorial High

School Instrumental music
students will present their Fall
Concert at 7 p.m. Wednesday, "
Oct. 26, in the high school's
Stockmeyer Auditorium. The
concert will include all bands
and orchestra.
The public is welcome. The
admission is free.

Town Hall
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli will
have her next Town Hall meeting at 6 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 27,
at Hayes Elementary School,
30600 Louise, south of Ann
Arbor Trail and east of
Merriman. All residents are
welcome to make comments or
ask questions of Cicirelli and
her administration.

Haunted House
The Westland Jaycees is
spooking up the neighborhood
with their haunted house in
the east parking lot of the
Bailey Recreation Center.
Ghouls, ghosts and screams
await older children, teens and
adults 7-10:30 p.m. SundayThursday and 7 p.m. to midnight Friday and Saturday.
For more information, call
(734) 637-8415.

i i M f J U ULKSiJ
You can't afford to miss this!

That's because our stylists work with men and women of all ages, from
kids to seniors. We've got the experience and knowledge to
keep your whole family looking their best.

G O T T A BE T H E H A I R *

Westland
36520 Ford Rd. (In Kroger Plaza)
M-F 9-8* SAT 9-5

734*326*0777

All Haircuts

New&ureliRfiw]

$5.99
or
Expires 11/1M5

Centra! City Parkway

[Perm. Hair Color]
! or Highlights !

! $10 OFF

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER", i j

Seventh-graders Ashley Jensen (left) and Savannah Harris (right) of Marshall Middle School and former Edison
Elementary students write out a memory message on hearts meant for the Shock family.

MISS SHOCK
FROM PAGE A1
The short program included Judith Midler's
class singing "Lend a Helping Hand" and Danielle
Saunders reading the poem, "You Can Make a
Difference" as well as the reading of the plaque
which recognized Ms. Shock for all she did.
"She did have a lot of connection with the people in the school," said Lauren. "She would come
in and it would be 'Miss Shock, Miss Shock, Miss
Shock.'"
"So many people loved her," added Smith, a
retired college dean who helped care for Ms.
Shock during her illness. "Her death was tough.
You have to ask why she died because she was so
loving and giving. She would go above and beyond
to give to children and to others."
Ms. Shock was diagnosed with cancer on Sept.
4,2004, an^. died almost nine months later, just
23 days after her 44th birthday. Smith who would
spend weeks on end with her niece, said Ms.
Shock was pleased that she was able to be at the
school wheniit received its Blue Ribbon Award
from the statje.
"There were so many hugs and then the principal pinned a blue ribbon on her suit," Smith said.
"It was a privilege to care for her."
Students showed their love byfillinga basket by
the tree with; their handmade hearts. Even middle
school students who had known Ms. Shock from
their years at fEdison came to leave hearts for the
family.
|
"We wanted to say thank you for all she did "
said Hastings.
Lauren described her mother as a leader and as
having done her own thing. Her legacy to her children, she added, "is to stay in school and make
something of yourself."
"We're coping a lot better," she said. "Everyone is

Edison Elementary third-grader Rachael Shollack holds
her handmade heart during the assembfy.

Danielle Saunders reads the poem, You Can Make a
Difference, as a tribute to the late Kimberly Shock.
Listening is Edison Principal Barbara Hastings.
starting to get use to it. We're a lot closer now, we •
have to be."
^X
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One political season ends
as another one gears up
e were exchanging eor four years.
mails about a column
The number of "new" faces
that ran a couple
that step up for the glory of
weeks agQ about the low social long nights, cranky calls, negstmcfi&jji^cores o n t h e state
t ative newspaper editorials and
ed^cMonal assksaBljffiieiSfc.'" political games is understandHe is a seasoned "elected offiably small. A dependable
cial."
group of political regulars
Lwrotethat I didn't think
, offer themselves time and
"politician"
again. Some will swear off for
was a pejoraan election or two and then
tive term. In
return to the arena.
J&}&^
fact we need
In flush times, being a
more people
politician isn't so bad. Voters
willing to be
applaud as you walk by in the
politicians
Fourth of July parade. It's
and involve
easy to say yes - yes to higher
themselves in wages for hard working public
our political
employees, yes to better
process to
Hugh
health care benefits, yes to
keep ft vital.
Gallagher
innovative city services that
He objected
set your community apart
v*tp the term
from others, yes to smaller
politician, preferring elected
class sizes and better computofficial, public servant o r ;
ers.
statesman and argued that his
Unfortunately, these haven't
job is governance not politics,
been flush times. These are
even though he comes to his
times when the revenue
job Ijirough the political
stream has dried to a trickle.
proclss.
The choices become harder,
the complaints louder, the
Politics is on everyone's
headaches more severe.
mijB^ lately. Municipal election^ wil\,be winding up in a
Stilly candidates are already
couple weeks. Some civic
lining up for next year's big
milajed peojple have stepped
election. Next year is a conup to seek offices that guaran- gressional election year, the
tee only headaches. There is
mid-term election during
no fame, glory or (despite
which members of Congress
what some cynics think)
either embrace the president,
finjatoMaj r-eward for those who or run against him.
seiMe O&cify- councils, school
Sometimes, even members of a
b o a j ; ^ ^ ^ t h % various
president's, own party find it
>ifjel boards.
politically wiser to run apart.
ap; me office seekers do enjoy
For Michigan this will be a
b a l i n g in the glow of local
busy season. The governor,
ne^s'eoverageand recogniattorney general and secretary
tioti^Some enjoy a feeling of
of state are up for election.
e m ^ i e ^ n e n t . Some just like
State legislators will face vott h ^ p u a d of their own voices.
ers for House and Senate
Bu't„mo4t seek public office to
seats. One of our U.S. senators
ser^e the public or to pursue
(Debbie Stabenow) is up for
some issue that they believe is
re-election. All U.S. House
most important (only to dismembers grind back into
cover all the othei* important
political mode again after a
issues they have to deal with
short break to actually serve
as well).
in office^ In Wayne County,
the county executive's position
Whether they do serve the
public and whether their serv- will be up for the vote.
ice is productive is something
In the 11th District, two
that voters decide every two
Democrats have stepped up to

f

challenge Republican incumbent Thaddeus McCotter. Talk
show host Tony Trupiano and
small business consultant Ray
Raczkowski are both hoping
that the district isn't as solidly
Republican as state legislators
planned when they drew new
districts after the 2000 census, But McCotter took 57
percent of the vote in 2002
and 2004. In 2004 he ran a
little ahead of President Bush
in the district. (Bush, of
course, lost the state but won
the nation - for the first time.)
We always anticipate these
kind of elections as we anticipate major sporting events.
We want to see if Keith Butler
can really draw votes from
Detroit to defeat Debbie
Stabenow. We wait to see if
Dick DeVbs will push just a
little too far to the right in his
race against a shaky Jennifer
Granholm. We relish the fireworks of the always unpredictable Geoffrey Fieger in his
battle against the Marine rigid
Mike Cox.
But as my friend the "public
servant" says, it isn't really
about the politics, it's about
governance. When the political games are over and the
winners realize what they've
gotten themselves into
(again), it will be time for
them to really think about
governing, about making
tough choices on what needs
to be done and how we're
going to pay for it.
That kind of governing
courage has been a little thin
lately. But that's the glory of
elections. We have the power
to mix things up a bit, keep
the good ones and throw the
bums out. Of course, we don't
always agree on who's who.
Ain't that America!
Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of The Observer Newspapers. He
can be reached by phone at (734)
953-2149, by e-mail at
hgaliagher@oe.homecomm.net or by
fax at {734} 591-7279.
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With low tuition increase, Walsh
College practices what it teaches
- ^ ealistic, prudent financial managejf"V ment is a central teaching theme in
~- - a student's education at Walsh
College, a private, not-for-profit business
college originally established in 1922.
So when it comes to managing the college's budget, we practice what we teach.
At a time when Michigan students face
back-to-school tuition sticker shock from
their public universities, Walsh College
has managed to keep its
tuition increases among
the lowest in Michigan.
We've focused our budget on the students' needs
and managed our
expenses in order to
ES^j^a
iigj keep our 2005 under^ H * jjBm
graduate tuition increase
^•J
J ^ H at 2.5 percent, just below
the current rate of inflaKeith
tion. (This is the third
Pretty
year in a row that our
undergraduate students
have qualified for the
state of Michigan college tuition tax credit.) Graduate tuition increased 5.1 percent, still below the lowest level (7.5 percent) offered by a state-funded university.
We've tried to put into practice what*
Gov. Jennifer Granholm has urged of
Michigan's 15 public educational institutions: "Figure out a way to streamline, to
tighten your belts the way the state has
done."
Being private, smaller and more
focused provides us with a path to control
spending, yet meet students' educational
needs.
Unlike public university counterparts,
Walsh College has no dormitories and no
football team to inspire donations, it does
have generous alumni, friends and
donors, many of whom provide the needand merit-based scholarships that make a
Walsh education accessible for many of
our students.
We hope that the latest round of tuition
increases among Michigan's public universities does not dissuade our graduating high school seniors and working
adults from pursuing a college education.
Michigan is already 2 percent below the
national average of citizens who've
earned bachelor's or advanced degrees.
Only 22 percent of our residents over the
age of 25 have them, according to Lt. Gov.
John Cherry's 2004 Commission on
Higher Education and Economic Growth.
We're also in the bottom tier of states
with adults holding post-secondary

S> " ^

Keith Pretty is president of Walsh College in Troy.

Birmingham Covington School
1525 Covington Road
Bloomfieid Hills, Ml
Starts at 8 a.m. • Childcare Provided
Breakfast & Lunch Included,

V
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degrees, and more than 10 percent below
states that lead the nation in educational'
attainment and economic growth.
By keeping tuition increases to a minimum, Walsh College strives to deliver on
the commission's mandate to double the
number of Michigan college graduates,
over the next 10 years. According to the
commission, increasing the number of
college-educated adults in Michigan by 5
percent will increase overall economic
growth by 2.5 percent over 10 years, and
the real wages of all Michigan citizens by«
5.5 percent.
!
Keeping tuition affordable places
Walsh College in the lead t<? narrow what
the commission calls the "education
achievement gag51 between Michigan and
its competitors. '/•• '
£
Today, education leygl is the central
determinate in wage growth. Qrrjthe average, each year of college increasik amiuaj
salary by 10 percent a year ( U j g g B u w ^
of Labor Statistics^2003). W^sFCollege
recognizes? i&at a mgMy educated work
force dri^&n'economy composed of
advanced InWufacturifcgj engineering
and hlgji-tech sectors.
Walsh College recently graduated its,
first gr"oap^of master of science in managing manufacturing operations students in
June,
Higher education institutions must
serve students and communities, not
expect to be served by them. At Walsh
College, "the power to succeed" means
that we will do everything within our, ,.
power to help our students and our regional communities gain that power.
We practice what we teach.
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UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT
JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL
AND ACADEMY
OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH
NOON TILL 4:00 P.M.
EN FOR OTHERS SINCE 1877

(Lunch limited to the first 220 registrants)
Workshops include:
Holding Boys Accountable, Married with Children, Fathers and Daughters,
Bullies and Your Child, The Five Voices of Successful Fathering,
The Legal Low-Downjof Divorced Dads, You and Your ADHD Child
Plus three panel discussions:
• Being an Involved Dad • Staying Involved as a Non-Custodial Dad
• Team Parentingfor the 21st Century

To register call 248.203.3800
or go to www.dadsempowered.org
6th Annual Fathers
Conference Keynote Speakers

Presented by

Armin Brott
Author oj six
"•' best selling bonk*,
-., on fatherhood

Dads Empowered
&

Oakland County Youth Assistance

University of Detroit Jesuit High School
and Academy
8400 S. Cambridge
Detroit, Ml 48221
313.927.2309 or 2307

Chick Moorman
& Thomas Haller
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Birmingham Youth Assistance

Nationally known
parenting experts
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A conference for working
dads, dads~to-beT new dads,
stay-at-home dads,
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Unlike public university
counterparts, Walsh College has no
dormitories and no football team to
inspire donations. It does have
generous alumni, friends and
donors.many of whom provide the
need- and merit-based scholarships
that make a Walsh education
accessible for many of our
students.
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Schoolcraft
BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

Schoolcraft College's Bradrter
Libraiy has undergone a major
renovation that encourages a
collaborative learning environment and. accommodates the
latest information technology.
"It was a 20th century library
trying to meet the needs of 21st
century students," said Deborah
Daiek, associate dean for academic and assessment services.
"It wasn't relevant. Students
weren't attending the library or
using its services at all because
it wasn't relevant."
Daiek led a process that
began more than a year and a
half ago to involve staff, faculty
and students in the redesign of
the library, working with
Hobbs and Black Architects of
Lansing. The renovation cost
about $3.5 million, using rands
from the land-lease payments
from the College Park and
Seven Mile Crossing projects.
The construction manager was
J.M. Olson Corp. from St. Clair
Shores.
Daiek was assigned the leadership position as part of a plan
to merge assessment services
and the library staff and move
the Learning Assistance Center
to the renovated library.
"This is.really forward-thinking, as many libraries are folding in the learning assistance
area with the library," Daiek
said. "So students can not only
access the information, but can
- <get assistance in learning how
to organize the information,
remember it and understand
the content by gathering it all
in one space."
Daiek said the old library was
out of date and out of step with
modern educational needs.
. "It did not facilitate group
learning, there was no place for
students to gather. Many of our
books were outdated. We obviously had a wonderful Collection, but many of our books
were not checked out, so we
had to do a vigorous weeding
process," she said.

A core team of 15 met each
week for a year, bringing in
pthers for their input. Team
members visited libraries at
Kalamazoo Valley Community
College, Franklin College and
other community colleges.
Team members visited
Wayne State University's electronic library.
"We knew we didn't want to
go to that extreme," Daiek said.
"We thought at one point we
might want primarily electronic and, although our databases
have increased by 400 percent,
we still realized we needed to
keep the texts." The volumes in

the library's book collection
were reduced from about
86,000 to 46,000-50,000. The
computer databases were
increased by 400 percent.
The new library features:
• six study ready rooms for
students and faculty with a
computer in each room
• two classrooms with stateof-the-art instructional elec- >,
tronics
• open space for students
and faculty to work collaboratively .
'"""
"
• wireless Internet access
throughout the library
S : 30 computers with
Internet access
• private carrels for students
who prefer quiet and independent study space
p a tutoring center that is
twice the size of the former \,
center
• a book borrowing program, MiLE, that gives the ;
library access to books at colleges around the state
Daiek said the new library
will have a different atmosphere than traditional libraries.
"Students said the library
was outdated, they didn't feel
comfortable going into the
library, no place to study, too
dark, overcrowded," she said.
"We don't want partying going
on in the library, but we do
want students to talk and work
together, which is a little different than the mindset of the old
library. Now we hope they'll be
excited about learning."

redesigned for 21st century
temporary library in the
Waterman Center. Librarians
began moving to the new facility last week and the building
will be open to students
Monday. A campus-wide grand
opening is scheduled for Nov.
10; the theme will be Celebrate
Learning in the Library.
The Schoolcraft Board of
Trustees recently approved
DSA Architects of Bloomfield
to begin design and engineering work on a new 45,000square-foot classroom building.
hgallagher@oe,homecomm.net
(734)953-2149
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LIBRARY CLASSROOMS
Daiek also hopes to encourage faculty to use the study
rooms as classrooms, especially
for English research classes.
"I'm hoping faculty will realize that librarians are an
incredible resource for students
and they will work more closely
with them," she said. "They can
create common assignments
using library skills to complete
a research paper and we're hoping faculty will drive students
into the center, but we believe
in word of mouth. We think the
fact that we are creating onestop show for learning will promote it."
Nick Scarpone, project manager for Hobbs and Black, said
it was a challenge to bring all
the functions that Schoolcraft
wanted together. The new
library is 24,300 square feet,
with just 2,200 square feet
added to the existing site.
"The school is really pushing
toward the future," Scarpone
said. "We wanted to make a fun
place for students, serious but
fun."
He said the new space is
much brighter than the old
library and more comfortable.
Students have been using a
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Conductive Keratoplasty (CK), is thefastestadvancement In
correction approved by the FDA. CK is the first non-laser
medure to reduce your dependency on reading glasses!
CKis minimallyinvaslve, takes only a few minutes and
requires only eyedrop anesthesia.
Trust yours eyes to the doctors that have
. performed refractive surgery longer than
ANYONE in the country. Your eyes are too
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