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At least three Detroit teens face a
court hearing Thursday for their

. alleged involvement in a carjacking

last Sunday morning in Westland.

A fourth youngster, 16, was turned
over to juvenile authorities, but pros-
ecutors will seek to have him tried as
an adult, police Sgt. Steve Borisch
said.

The four teens are accused of riding
up behind a BMW that was stopped
at a traffic light, forcing two men out
of the car, robbing themn at gunpoint
and taking the BMW.

The incident happened about 5
a.m. last Sunday on westbound
Warren at Merriman, No shots were

'

Westland 18th District Court. Not-
guilty pleas have been placed on
record for all of them: -~

M Ernest Young, 19, who is accused
of driving the stolen BMW. He is
¢harged with carjacking, two counts
of armed robbery, felony firearms and
fleeing from police during a chase
that started after Dearborn Heights
police spotted the stolen car.

Young is jailed in lieu of a
$50,000/10 percent bond, meaning
he would have to post $5,000 for his
release. '

- M Damien Thomas, 17, who is
accused of accompanying Young in
the stolen BMW. He is charged with
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carjacking, two counts of armed rob-
bery and felony firearms.

'Thomas also is jailed in lien of a
$50,000/10 percent bond.

B Roxanne Silvia, 17, who is
accused of being in the 1998 Malibu
that pulied up behind the BMW when
the carjacking occurred. She also is
charged with carjacking, two counts
of armed robbery and felony firearms.

Silvia is jailed in lieu of a
$75,000/10 percent bond, and she
would have to post $7,500 for her
release.

Westland District Judge Gail
McKnight arraigned the three teens
Tuesday as their family members sat
in the courtroom.

A fourth teen also was arraigned
Tuesday along with Young, Thomas

sef for you hs in carjacking cas

fired, and no one was injured.
#* The following defendants face a
- preliminary hearing Thursday in

‘and Silvia, but police later turned him
* over to a youth home after learning

that he was only 16 - not 17 as they
had initially believed.

It's possible that the juvenile,
allegedly in the Malibu, will still face
charges as an adult, Borisch said. He
is accused of carjacking, two counts
of armed robbery and felony
firearms.

During the carjacking, a 27-year~
old Westland driver and his 21-year-
old brother were forced out of the
BMW and ordered to lie down on the
pavement, Borisch has said. They

- were robbed, and the BMW was

taken, he said.

According to police, Young was
arrested after Dearborn Heights
police spotted the BMW and chased

it. A Redford police dog was bréug‘ht
in and found him hiding under a

. Jeep, Borisch has said.

Thomas is aecused of fleeing from
the BMW and being arrested later at
his Detroit home. Police said they
arrested Silvia and the 16-year-old
suspect after they returned to
Westland to look for their friends, *
only to be spotted in the Malibu.

If convicted as charged the teens’
could face penalties ranging from two
years to life in prison. A felony
firearms conviction carries a manda-
tory two-year term; carjacking and
armed robbery charges are punish-
able by any number of years up to life
in prison.
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The sounds of the season are
already flowing through area
shopping malls, creating a

zy. Christmas carols fill shops,
restaurants and corridors, and
places like Livonia Mall and .

offer live entertainment to
‘brighten the experience.
“I think it brings about the

Gelman, marketing director of

jazz groups and school groups
to entertain shoppers.

“When people come in, we
want themn to get that warm,
fuzzy feeling that makes them
want to come back,” said

easy in-and-out access. “Baby

Seeing green
with music Santarmo

soundtrack for the buying fren-
Westland Shopping Center even

festive atmosphere,” said Bobbi-

Livonia Mall. The mall brings in

Gelman, adding the mall offers .

it’s cold outside, but it’'s warm in

Santa, more

director of Westland Shopping
Center, noted that The Phil
Gram All-Stars jazz band have a

“standing performance on
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 20 and
Thursday, Dec. 15 at the mall,
followed by a strolling barber-
shop quartet - Three D's & W’s
- who will make the rounds on
Wednesday Dec. 14, 21 and
Friday Dec. 16 and 23.

“The two entertainment
groups have been coming to the
mall for a number of years now,”
said Mills. “Not only do the
merchatits ask ‘When are they
coming ba,ck"r” but the shoppers
doalso” ‘

That’s just one way to draw n
shoppers. Another invokes the
spirit of giving, '

Westland Shopping Center,
located at 35000 Warren. Road,; '
also functions as a drop-off cen-
ter for new, unwrapped gifts
meant as local Toys for Tots’

PLEASE SEE SHOPPERS, A8

Tabitha and Theresa Quinni take a noontime break after shopping since 7 a.m, Friday at Westland Shopping Center The mother daughter team is from here” .
Garden City. : . , Denise Mills, marketing

The Livonia Public tunity for all seven board  going to be easy? No. It
Schools Board-of members to discuss the means an awful lot of Despite a worrisome economy, people still seemed in
Education will meet proposal. work for an awful lot of a giving mood Friday as Westland Goodfellows volun-
Monday to discuss the Board President Dan . people.”: teers collected money to buy Christmas gifts for chil-
demographics commit- = Lessard said it will give The Committee of the dren in need.
tee’s Legacy Initiative,a  trustees an opportunity Whole, meaning the “They seemed to be generous,” said police Lt. James
plan that includes the to ask questions and clar- - entire school board, will Ridener, who spent much of Friday morning selling
potential to close seven ify any information they .  meet at 7 p.m. at the dis- Goodfellows newspapers at the Warren—Wa.yne inter-
schools and alter the dis-  have. The issue will not trict office, 15125 section.
trict’s boundaries. go up for 4 vote during Farmington Road, just Volunteers braved teeth—chattenng weather to help

The Livonia district this meeting, south of Five Mile. raise money.
serves the north part of “Hopefully it will gen- -It is a public, open “The hardest part is staying warm,” Goodfellows

" ‘Westland. - erate more questions, dis- meeting, and there is President Jim Rachwal said.

The board was forma.lly cussion and be very, very  time set aside at the start ‘The number of volunteers grew to at least 30 this
presented with the plan beneficial,” he said. for audzence comments, year — up from about 20 in recent years, Rachwal said.
Nov. 14, just under a ‘Lessard said he plans’ The nieeting will also be Goodfellows last year bought toys and clothing for
month after it was 10 keep the discussion televised on the district’s 700 children in 500 families, Rachwal has predicted

_released to the communi-  among board members cable channels, 15 for - that the demand for help will increase this year, due to
ty. A public hearing fol- open and non-restrictive.  Bright House Network job losses and other economic issues.
lowed Nov. 21 at a packed “I'm hoping for dia- and Wide Open West Anyone who missed Goodfellows volunteers on
Carli Auditorium inside logue and lots of it,” he _subscribers and Channel = | Friday but who still wants to donate may send checks
Churchill High School, said. “We are doing’ 19 for Comcast viewers, payable to Westland Goodfellows to the Westland
The upcoming meeting something I believe that Dorsey Center, c/o Westland Goodfellows, 32715
will mark the first oppor- - is just great forkids. Is it - By Stephanie A. Casola Dorsey Road, Westland, MI 48186,
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Westland firefighter Tom Wright braves cold weéther and mail
traffic while collecting donations for the Westtand Goodfel!ows
at the corner of Wayne and Warren roads. -

Information about Gondfellows alsois ava:lable
online at wwwwestlandgoodfellows org.
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Guard
hehcopter
crew lift off
‘Laurel Park
fund raiser

- BY DAVE VARGA
STAFE WRITER
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A few minutes before the
CH-47 Chinook helicopter
roared to its windswept lift-off
oiya recent Saturday morning,
tﬁé craft’s captain, CW3 Mark
ﬂ,ﬁ'l’yler, stood on the parking
Jot of Laurel Park Place mall
dé%cnbmg the din raised by the
massive craft.

“I like to say, ‘It's the sound of
freedom " Tyler said. “That’s
Wha.t it’s here for”

'/ Tyler and his four-man crew
Gif US. Army National ¢
Gulardsmen brought the very
Ialge, very loud cargo helicopter
vﬁth two blades and three
engines onto the mall lot for
abibut an hour visit recently.

£.The event was an attention-

giiabbar for the arrival of Santa

Giaus at the mall - and for the
ggglls holiday push to raise,
oney ‘for service members
ﬁhm Selfridge Air National
d base and their families,
mall is asking those who

ing their kids to see Santa to

ﬁsi’ng a gas card, phone card or
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money to donate.

“We're the middle person in
terms of need,” explained Laure}
Park Place marketing director
Patrick Derrig of the effort. The
mall hopes to raise $20,000 to
help out those who are making
the sacrifice and their families,
whe must deal with the emo-
tional separation and monetary
strain. “Just to have a phone
card to contact a loved one is

* just magic for someone in

need,” Derrig said.

“And you know there are
those needs.” agreed Livonia
Mayor Jack Engebretson, him-
self a U.S. Air Force veteran. He
was at the event to lend his sup-
port — and provide a key to the
city for Santa.

The helicopter and its crew
were the main attractions for
miore than 100 visitors that
thorping. Visitors asked about

* its towing capacity (50,000

.- pounds), its speed (cruising at
"175 miles per hour) and its bat-
. tle rnissions (moving troops and

Saturday, Dec. 3rd
" Qam-4pm
SE corner of Lilley & Cherry Hill
Canton
LUNCH AVAILABLE » BAKE SALE
Admisslon $2.00 -
Under 12 Free _ ]
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ammunition in Iraqg).

"The crew had also moved
some big names, Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld and
Viee President Dick Cheney
while in Iraq, and former
President George Bush to view
the ravages of Hurricane
Katrina. Along with dropping
6,000-pound sandbags to help
shore up the levies in New
Orleans, they also dropped
bales of hay for stranded cattle.

As Tyler was answering ques-
tions, an awestruck little boy in
awheelchair looked up. “Are
you a pilot?” the boy asked.

Tyler crouched down to
answer him. “T flew that in here
today,” he said, pointing at the
helicopter. -

“How?” the boy asked with
amazement.

“Years of training,” he
answered,

Other crew members ~ CW2
Eric Tupa, Staff Sgt. Timothy
Giynn and Sgt. Brandon
Hodges - also took time to han-

. . CW3 Mark A. Tyler of the U.S. Army National Guard talks about the C-47 Chinook hellcopter behind hlm to a group of
" "onlookers, including a North Pole resident, in front of Lauvel Park Place mall.

dle questions and pose for pic-
tures. And all seemed to enjoy
the visit,

Tyler certainly did. When
asked about his effort in helping
1o set up the visit organized by
Derrig, Tyler said, “My personal
muotivation is to allow the public
to see where their tax dollars
are going.”

More than that, he said,
“What a great canse. They're
here to raise money to support
our troops and families ...”

Later, as the crew prepared
the craft for its departure ~ and
many visitors watched from a
safe distance away ~ visitor
Ernie Natalini commended the
crew: “They’re great ambassa-
dors”

And then in a swirl of wind
the craft lifted off and, with
crew members waving out the
side, it sped quickly over the
mall and circled back over
with more waves from the
crew returned by many in the
crowd. .

House bills provide tuition

Legislation has been intro-
duced to provide tuition fund-
ing for veterans, their families
and the families of first respon-
ders killed in the line of duty.

“The men and women who
serve in uniform and on the
front lines of public safety
make tremendous sacrifices
every day, said State Rep. Jim
Plakas, D-Garden City. “This
legislation is a small measure
of what we can give back to
them. What we owe them, we
can never fully repay. By help-
ing them and their families
with college tuition, it is our
small way of saying thanks.”

The four-bill legslation
introduced by House
Democrats would;

B Provide a full tuition waiv-
er for children of first-respon-

‘funding for vets and families

M Stabilize tuition funding
for children of disabled veter-
ans or those killed in the line of
duty.

Ml Increase tuition funding
for children of disabled veter-
ans or those killed in the line of
duty so that it is fully funded at
any Michigan public university.

-A¥orean War veteran who

. served in the U.S. Army
Cournter Intelligence Corps,
Plakas said he has had close
relationships with emergency

- responders as a former mem-

ber of the Garden City Hospital
board of trustees.

“I have had the honor and
privilege to work alongside
brave men and women who as

“only that they be allowed to
serve their country and their
community” said Plakas.

ders killed in the line of duty. "The death or disability of a
M Provide up to $2,500in = veteran or first-responder can
tuition waivers for veterans of  inflict heavy finarcial hard-
the wars in Iraq and ships, Plakas noted.
Afghanistan. '
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Blood drive

VFW Bova Post 9885 will
have a blood drive for the
American Red Cross 2-8 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 28, at the VFW

‘hall at 6440 N. Hix, between

Ford and Warren. Walk—ins are
welcome or, to schedule an

.appointment, call (734) 728- -

3231. Names of donors will be
placed in a drawing for a gift
certificate at Vision Lanes for
an hour of free bowling, free
shoe rental, a large pizza and a
pitcher of pop for up to five
people.

Retiree reunion

A Christmas party for former
employees and retirees of
Wayne County General
Hospital will be held 5-9 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 6, at the Golden .
Corral buffet restaurant on
Warren Road east of

. Newburgh. A private room has

been reserved. For more infor-
mation call Patricia Ibbotson at
{313) 561-0177.

Democrats meet

The Westland Democratic
Club will meet at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Nov, 29, at the Dorsey
Center, located east of Venoy
and south of Palmer. Officers
will meet at 7 p.m.

Christmas concert

The Westland Community
Foundation will sponsor a holi-
day reception featuring the
(lenn Singers from John
Glenn High School -8 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 7, in the
school’'s media center. The
school is on Marquette west of
Wayne Road.

Refreshments and hors
d’oeuvres will be served. Those
attending are asked to bring an
unwrapped toy that will be
given to The Salvation Army
for children in need at

Christmastime.

Please call (734) 595- 7’727

for a reservation.

Thanksgiving dance

The Wayne Ford Cmc
League will host a
Thanksgiving Senior Dinner &
Dance at noon today, Nov. 27,
at 1645 N. Wayne Rd in
Westland. There will be turkey,
ham and trimmings with danc-
ing to the music of the
Meltones. Tickets are $8 for
members and $10 for non-
members of the league. They
are available at the doot; For
more information call (734)
728-5010. Those attending

should be 60 years old or older. ;

Membership meeting

The Westland Youth Athletic |

Association will hold its annugll
general membership meeting
at 7 p.im. Dec, 1. The meeting
will be held at the WYAA
Lange Compound at 6050
Farmington Road, Wes‘_tland.
For more information, ¢on-

tact the WYAA at (734) 421-
0640 or electronically at
wyaa@wyaa.org.

Holiday party

Westland senior citizens are
invited to the Holiday
Extravaganza, a Christmas
party, at the Westland senior
Friendship Center, Thursday,
Dec. 15. _

Doors will open at 11:30 .
a.m., with the “fabulous feast”
will be served at noon, There .
will be a chance to have pie-

tures take with Santa and Mrs. .

Claus, dancing to the music of |
the Tommie James Trio and
gifts galore.

Tickets cost $8 for members
and $10 for guests. They're
available at the Friendship cen-
ter, 1119 N. Newburgh,
Westland. '

New Year's Eve

Tickets are now on sale for
the Ushers Club’s annual New .
Year's Eve dinner dance at Ss.
Simon and Jude Church,
32500 Palmer, Westland.
Tickets cost $20 each and
include reserved seating, party
favors, snacks, mixers, beer, a
three-meat buffet with side
items, dancing to the music of
The Goldtones and pizza short-
Iy after midnight.

Tickets are limited and none
will be sold after Dec. 27. To
order them, call Sharlene or
Curt Frizzell at (734) 425-6819,

Las Vegas Party

St. Bernardine Men's Club is
sponsoring a Pinochle/Euchre
Card Party on Fridays, Dec. 2
and 16, Jan. 6, 13 and 27 and
Feb, 3, 17 and 24, at the
church, southwest corher Ann
Arbor Trail and Mernman m
Westland.

Participants don't need a
partner to play. Snacks and soft
drinks are included in the $5

charge. Games start at Y& 30
p.m.

Craft show -

The annual Hawthorne '
Valley holiday craft show and
Pack 547 bake sale will be 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. today, Now. 27, at
the facility at 7300 Merriman,
Westland. Admission will be
$2, with kids free of charge,

Car donation- . ..

People with a car to donate
can give it toVeterans taven.
The organization’is
cars, runmng or not runm g,
that are given te veteransto -

provide them with transporta-
tion to work, school of mcdlcal ‘

. needs.

To date, the agency has gWen
away more than 250 vehicle
and three fully furnished:
mobile homes to needy‘_
ans. To donate, call Vetera
Haven at (734) 728-052
to vetshavemnfd*org 0?'
Internet R 4

24 hours a day.
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