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John Wagatha of Westland thinks he may have the oldest Christmas tree lot in the city. He's 
for 27 yeafs. 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

selling trees at locations along Wayne Road 
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STAFF WRITER 

"A nice easy load, that's what we like to see/' 
said Mike Silvers, looking out the window of 
the 1976 Airstream travel trailer. 

"We love to see pickup trucks come in," 
agreed Rodney Scott. "Just put them in the 
back and away they go." 

The pickup truck belonged to Westland resi
dent Mike Bess who was at the North Star 
Christmas tree lot on Wayne Road at Warren 
Monday afternoon to get a tree. 

"I came here last year, that was my first time 
here," said Bess, handing John Wagatha $35 
for a tree. "I came because it's fairly close to 
wheae I live and I got a postcard." 

Postcard? 
Yep, it's one of the marketing tools Wagatha 

PLEASE SEE TREES, A8 Hank Kobylarz of Wayne and his wife, Brigid, picked out a Fraser fir at the tree lot. 

Driver appreciates couple's act of kindness 
BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

Diane Diem has been trying to 
explain random acts of kindness to 
the young girl she mentors through 
the Westland Youth Assistance 
Program. 

Now, she now has a real life exam
ple. 

"I know they did something good, 
and they know they did something 
good," Diem said of young couple 
who helped her when her car 
stopped running at a gas station last 
week. 

Diem's car needed a battery, but 
her husband hadn't gotten around to 
changing it the night before. It quit 
running at a hardware store the next 
day, and Diem called AAA Road 
Service to come out and jump-start 
it. 

AAA told her to keep it running, 
but she needed gas, so she stopped at 
a station at Ann Arbor Trail and 
Middlebelt The station attendant 
thought that, if she did it quickly, 
Diem could turn the car off, pump 
the gas and restart the car, but that 
didn't work. 

So as she was preparing to call 
AAA for the second time, the young 
man came to her assistance. 

"The husband said, 'Turn off your 
phone, we'll help you,'" Diem said. 
"He said he had cables in his car, and 
he'd do it." 

But then he realized he was driv
ing his aunt's car, so he sent his wife 
home to get the cables while he wait
ed with Diem at the station. She 
came back 10 minutes later. 

"Iwould have thought they'd give 
me a jump, but not take the time to 
go home and get the cables," Diem 

said. "He knew I wasn't in dire need, 
but he insisted. That helped me out 
because I'm only allowed four calls a 
year to AAA for assistance." 

Diem is touched even more by the 
kindness of the couple whom she 
knows only as Don and Jennifer. 
They were newlyweds, and Jennifer . 
had just lost her mother and stepfa
ther who had died of carbon monox
ide poisoning in their RV. 

So when she explains random acts 
of kindness to the youth she is men
toring she can point to Don and 
Jennifer. 

"I know there are very, very kind 
people in the world, but there should 
be more people like them," she said. 
'To be stranded and cold ... 'This is 
what we do,' that's what he said. 
They were so nice." 

smason@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2112 

Judge orders 
teens to trial 
in carjacking 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 
STAFF WRITER 

Stopped at a red light on Warren 
at Merriman in the early hours of 
Nov. 20, Adeeb Naura knew there 
was a problem when he saw two men 
appear at the driver's and front pas
senger windows. 

"I noticed the people on each side 
of the vehicle. I noticed them when 
there was a gun pointed at my head," 
said Adeeb Naura, a Westland resi
dent, who was carjacked and robbed 
as he and his brother returned home 
from an evening at nightclubs. 

Testifying in Westland 18th 
District Court Friday, Adeeb Naura 
identified Ernest Young, 19, as the 
man who robbed him at gunpoint 
and drove off in Naura's vehicle. 
Young is charged in the carjacking 
along with Damien Thomas, 17, 
Roxanne Silvia, 17, and Cory Donald, 
16, all of Detroit. .All four were 
ordered bound over for trial on mul
tiple felony charges following the 
preliminary examination. 

Ordered out of his 1995 BMW, 
Adeeb Naura said he was told to lie 
down on the pavement and robbed 
of nearly $600 in cash. 

"When I was on the ground, I 

couldn't see what was happening 
with my brother," Adeeb Naura said. 
"Then I saw my brother when I 
looked under the car. Two people got 
into the vehicle, made a U-turn and 
went eastbound on Warren." 

The BMW was followed by a 1998 
Chevrolet Malibu which also made a 
U-turn and headed east on Warren, 
Adeeb Naura said. 

While Adeeb Naura testified that 
he wasn't able to identify the man 
who came up to the passenger side 
of the BMW or the Malibu driver, he 
said there was a woman passenger in 
the Chevy; .^ 

"She was saying their (the sus
pects') names and 'Let's go. Let's get 
out of here,'" said Adeeb Naura. "•• 

The brother, Mahdy Naura had 
similar testimony and identified 
Thomas as the man who forced him 
out of the vehicle at gunpoint. He 
said Thomas also took $26CAin cash 
from him. 

Mahdy Naura also identified 
Young as the man who robbed his 
brother, testifying he could see 
Young in profile as he was on the 
ground with Adeeb Naura. 

Dearborn Heights Police Officer ', 
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Recall meeting 
attracts crowd 

BYDAVEVARGA 
STAFF WRITER 

More than 100 people gathered in 
Livonia Wednesday to share plans 
and questions on collecting more 
than 10,000 signatures on petitions 
to recall five school board members. 

Set up by the grassroots Citizens 
For Livonia's Future, the meeting 
came just over a week after the 
Livonia Board of Education voted 6-
1 to approve the Legacy Initiative, a 
plan to close seven schools, recon
figure grades for elementary 
schools, increase busing and trim 
$1.5-$2 million next year. 

"The reason we are meeting now 
is to show them that we mean busi
ness," said Salem Samaan. "This not 
only affects the kids, but it affects 
the property values." 

Jodi Hamilton outlined recall 
process. They would have 90 days to 
gather signatures; at least 10,000 
signatures of registered voters must 
be validated (based on 25 percent of 
votes in the last governor's election); 
and each board member being 
recalled must be named on a sepa

rate petition - so recall backers 
must sign five times. 

Five board members targeted are 
Dan Lessard, Rob Freeman, Cynthia 
Markarian, Lynda Scheel and Kevin 
Whitehead. Joanne Morgan won't 
be included, since her position is up 
for election in May; Tom Bailey cast 
the only vote opposed to the plan. 

One audience member asked 
about recalling the superintendent. 
While that's not possible, Hamilton 
said: "If we'unseat the board and 
reseat it, they can unseat him." That, 
drew loud applause. 

Hamilton said they would try to 
gather 12,000-13,000 names on 
each petition. The first step, though, 
is to work on petition language, 
which must be approved by an elec
tion commission, before signatures 
are sought. 

Committee members didn't have a 
definitive answer on the idea of get
ting signatures to initiate a ballot ; 

referendum for residents to vote on 
the plan. According to Patrice 
Mang, "it doesn't look like you can 
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AROUND WESTLAND 
Legion meets 

American Legion Westland 
Post 251 meets at 7 p.m. the 
first Tuesday of every month at 
the Westland V.F.W. Post 3323 
at Wayne Road and Avondale 
just north of Palmer Road. 
\ Membership is open to all 
veterans, providing they meet 
the eligibility dates. For infor
mation call 734-326-2607-
I The Post 251 also will be 
presenting their Blue Star 
Banner to families who have a 
member currently serving in 
the Armed Forces. 

The banner will be presented 
at the Westland City Council 
meeting at 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
6. 

Families in the Westland and 
Canton areas who have mem
bers currently serving in the 
Armed Forces to contact the 
post at (734) 326-2607 for 
more information. 

Surplus food 
'. The city of Westland will dis
tribute surplus federal food, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
22, at the Dorsey Community 
Center, where city residents 
north of Michigan Avenue 
should pick up their food. 

Residents south of Michigan 
Avenue always pick up their 
commodities on the third 
Monday of each month at St. 
James United Methodist 
Church, 30055 Annapolis 
between Henry Ruff and 
Middlebelt. 

Seniors in Taylor Towers 
should call their building man
ager for information about 
their day of distribution. 
\ Food distributed in 
December will include beef 
stew, apple juice and instant 
potatoes. For more information 
call the Dorsey Center's surplus 
food Hotline at (734) 595-
0366. 

The program is administered 
by the Wayne County Office of 
Senior Services. 

Las Vegas Party 
St. Bernardine Men's Club is 

sponsoring a Pinochle/Euchre 
Card Party on Fridays, Jan. 6, 
13 and 27 and Feb. 3,17 and 
24, at the church, southwest 
corner Ann Arbor Trail and 
Merriman in Westland. 

Participants don't need a 
partner to play. Snacks and soft 
drinks are included in the $5 
charge. Games start at 7:30 
p.m. 

Singers needed 
Do you like singing 

Christmas and religious music? 
Kirk of Our Savior on Cherry 
Hill west of Wayrie Road, 
Westland, is looking for singers 
for its adult (ages 13 and up) 
traditional choir for the 
Christmas season and beyond. 
All Christian faiths and all 
voice ranges are welcome. 
Rehearsals are at 7 p.m.. 
Thursdays. For more informa
tion, call Tim at (734) 718-
8733 or the church at (734) 
728-1088. 

Share the warmth 
Westland Shopping Center 

and Cotton Incorporated, the 
marketing and research com
pany representing upland cot
ton, are sponsoring the Share 
the Warmth program to help 
those affected by this year's 
hurricanes. 

Shoppers can present 
receipts from cotton merchan
dise purchases totaling $150 or 
more to the Westland 
Shopping Center Customer 
Information Center between 
now and Dec. 23, and a new 
cotton blanket will be donated 
to the Salvation Army on the 
participating shopper's behalf. 
The cotton blankets will be dis-

C0me*..Wefcame tfte 
Cfirot CfilW at 

Qardm City Presbyterian Church 
1S41 MiditfefceCt • 1 B&. S. of Font Road 

For more information call 734-421-7620 
(Monty-Frmy 9 o,m.-12 noon or 1 f>.m.-4 p.m.) 

Pastor: HercftetECe 
Associate Pastor: RonVarufer6eeR. 

Christmas Eve, Sat., Dec. 24' 
Traditional Candldigftt Service 7:00 p.nu 

Christmas Sunday Service, Dec. 25 ' 
Traditional Service & Toutft Sunday SchooU 

Holy Communion 10:00 cm. 
Informal Evening Service 6:00 p.m. 
Carol Sing ami Christmas Reflections 

Handicap Accessib k With 
Large Print "Order Of Service"; Hearing Aids And Elevator. 

Everyone is welcome at Garden City Presbyterian Church 
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Wish you were here 
The St. Damian choir and friend were sure to take their Observer along on their pilgrimage to Italy in November and picked the Colosseum as the 
backdrop for their Wish You Were Here snapshot. The group visited Venice, Assist, the Isle of Capri and Rome. They also had an audience with Pope 
Benedict XVI and sang at the tomb of Pope John Paul II. The choir also was the main choir for Mass at St. Peter's Basilica on Nov. 15. If you go on 
vacation, take a picture with your Westland City Observer and send it to Sue Mason, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150. 

to have his songs recorded 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

If you ever frequented 
Bruce's Sound A Go-Go or the 
Sax Club in Detroit back in the 
'50s-'60s, then you might have 
seen Nicholas Simos. 

He was the disc jockey, the 
guy spinning the platters who 
would transform himself into a 
monster. He also sang and 
danced and served up one-lin
ers. Back then, he considered 
himself the man of 1,001 faces. 

"I worked in the auto and 
steel industries, I was lucky to 
have one hour's sleep," Simos 
said. "I'd get up and go to work 
in Novi, then go here and 
there." 

Simos was a man of many 
talents, but his dream of a 
career in show business never 
really materialized although he 
did do some work promoting 
movies for Universal Film 
Exchanges Inc. and Allied Film 
Exchange in the 1960s. 

Several times he set his 
interests aside, settling for a 

"normal existence," only to' give 
it one more try. 

So it's no surprise that as a 
retiree, the Westland resident 
is once again pursuing his 
dreams, but this time he's 
focusing on another talent, his 
daughter Maria, and on getting 
demo tapes of songs he has 
written. 

Maria, a graduate of Garden 
City High School, is making a 
name for herself on stage 
appearing in theatrical produc
tions in Michigan and Ontario, 
Canada. 

She was involved in pag
eants, high school theatrical 
productions and dance during 
her school years. She even won 
national honors as a member 
of dance troupe out of the 
Robert Lee School of Dance. 

Maria Simos also was the 
inspiration for one Simos song, 
You're Lucky to Have a Daddy 
Like Me, while another one of 
his songs, Eternal Flowers, 
comes from his mother's flower 
garden. 

"My mother used to have the 

most beautiful garden in 
Detroit," Simos said. "My 
daughter Maria thinks Eternal 
Flowers is my best." 

Simos has had nine of his 
songs recorded. 

His song Mia, released 
under the name of Nick 
Simon, ended up being pub
lished as sheet music by the 
Shelby Music Publishing 
Company in Detroit. 

But getting demo tapes of 
songs like his tribute to 
Princess Diana costs money, 
money that he doesn't have. So 
it's understandable that he's 
excited that a woman who 
comes to visit a relative at his 
American House community is 
"interested in helping to get his 
music published." 

"A lot of people who hear my 
song think it is better than 
Elton John's," said Simos of his 
Princess Diana song. "I sent a 
copy of the lyrics to 
Buckingham Palace. I heard 
nothing back. The lyrics have 
never been published." 

Simos wrote the song after 

Princess Diana died in, an car > 
crash. 

"You slipped away from us 
very fast and broke my heart in 
two," he said, reciting the lyrics 
from memory. "I love you so, \ 
who do I turn to. I'm an ordi- • 
nary Joe broke up way deep 
inside." 

Simos was a fan of Diana, 
He would watch her all the 
time on the TV. 

"She was a beautiful 
woman," he said. "Inside, I'd 
be the only one worshipping 
and adoring her wherever she 
goes. She's the queen of my 
fondest dreams, she'll always ; 
be queen in my heart," 

Until he can get demos 
made, all Simos can do is hope. 
He has plenty of certificates in 
his basement for all of his suc
cesses in the entertainment 
business, so this would be his 
piece de resistance. 

"My father always told me, 
'Don't lie, don't cheat, don't 
swear. Be good, be honest." 

smason@hometownlife.com 1 (734) 953-2112" 
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2 CLEAN Halls with Seating Capacity 

for up to 200 People 
RENT FOR ANY OCCASION 

• Weddings • Showers • Corporate and more 
We can provide full service catering and beverage 

or you can use your preferred caterer 

-REASONABLE RATES-

Smmaculaie Conception 
Jin ian Is ofGolumous 
30759 Ford Road • Garden City 
Oust East of Merriman Road) 

call 734-425-6380 

Humane society: 
brick as a present 

: 1 T ! "^i'"-:Tl . 

Are you looking for a unique 
holiday gift that will warm 
hearts and help pave the way to 
a better future for thousands of 
companion animals? 

Consider purchasing a per
sonalized brick paver for loved 
ones or yourself and become 
part of a historic revitalization 
project underway at the 
Michigan Humane Society. 
Funds raised from the plaza 
paver program will support the 
expansion and renovation of 
the state-of-the-art Berman 
Center for Animal Care in 
Westland a $6.5 million invest
ment in animal welfare. 

Personalized pavers are 
available in three sizes: 4-by-8 
in. for $100; 8-by~8 in. for 
$500; and 1-by-l-ft. for 
$1,000. 

They will be placed around 
the entrance plaza and 
throughout the grounds of the 
Berman Center for Animal 

Care, which opened to the pub
lic in April this year. Corporate 
logos can also be engraved on 
the two larger size pavers for 
an additional $40 charge. 

Pavers can be ordered online 
at www.rhichiganhumane.org 
or by calling the Miehigang 
Humane Society at (866) 
MHUMANE, Monday through; 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Established in 1877, the 
MHS is one of the oldest and 
largest animal welfare organi
zations in the country. 
Primarily serving compahiqn 
animals, the MHS' programs •'{ 
include animal sheltering and 
adoption, behavior and train- : 
ing, veterinary care, reuniting | 
lost animals with their v 
guardians, cruelty investiga- : 
tion, emergency rescue, echica-, 
tion and legislative advocacy. J 
For more information, cal^i*' '•, % 
866-MHUMANE or visit f: ] 
www.michlganhumane.org. ^ 
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6616 N.Wayne 
Between Hunter & Warren 
(734) 729-7676 
Westland 
OpenM-Sat10-7pm 
Sun. 11am-4pm 

Come- In 
And Check 

Out Our 
Pack 

Promotions* 

FREE Lighter 
with Each Carton Purchased 

1551 S. Wayne Rd. 
Between Palmer & Avondale 

(734)721-7676 
Westland 

OpenM-Th10-7pm 
Fri. & Sat 10-8 Closed Sun 

American Owned 
& Operated 

Smokers Choice 
+Tax 

Per Carton 

Tobacco Road 

$2.00 OFF 
Any 1 lb. Bag Rye Tobacco 

Limit 1 per coupon • Expires 12/31/05 
Tobacco Road 

$1.00 OFF 
Any 6 oz. Bag or Can Rye Tobacco 

Limit 1 per coupon • Expires 12/31/05 

CIGARETTE/CIGAR OUTLET 

R o l l Your O w n T o b a c c o 

Kentucky Smooth 
1 lb. Bag 
6 oz. Bag 

Gambler 1 lb. Bag 
6 oz. Bag 

American Spirit 
6 oz. Can 

Zig Zag Tobacco 
6 oz. Can 

Top Tobacco 
6 oz. Can 

Midnight Special 
6 oz. Bag 

$ 7.35 
$18.99 
$ 7.35 

$11.99 

$10.99 

$10.99 

$ 7.35 

Tobacco Road 

Humidor Special 
Buy 3 Get 1 FREE 

Of Equal or Lesser Value 
With Coupon - Expires 12/31/05 

Tobacco Road 

$2.00 OFF 
Any Regular or Generic Carton 

Limit 1 per coupon • Expires 12/31/05 

Tobacco Road 

$2.00 OFF 
Any Regular or Generic Carton 

Limit 1 per coupon • Expires 12/31/05 
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Nankin Mills Girl Scouts Katie Sheveda (left) and Jamie Brda pick out toys for 
children of all ages to donate to Toys for Tots. 

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

Girls wearing green flooded 
the aisles at Westland's Toys 
RJJs store Thursday evening. 
All the toys they chose were 
for charity. 

The girls, all members of 
Girl Scout Junior Troop 404 
at Nankin Mills Elementary, 
return to the store each year 
to purchase carts full of toys 
that they donate to the local 
Toys for Tots campaign. 

"This is a good service proj
ect," said Lori Muir, troop 
leader. "It hits close to home 
with them." 

For the fifth year, the troop 
created their holiday savings 
banks. Beginning in October, 
each member earns money at 
home by doing special chores 

for Tots 
or going door-to-door to seek 
donations. 

"Our parents made dona
tions," explained Lexi Parenti, 
a fourth-grader and Scout. 
Fellow Scout Andrea Salamay 
said she raised money by 
assisting her grandmother. 

Once they combined their 
earnings, Troop 404 had 
raised $400, all of which was 
used to purchase toys and fill 
their school's Toys-For-Tots 
drop box. 

"We're able to get a lot of 
toys for people," said Scout 
Katie Shereda. 

Jamie Brda added that the 
shopping spree allows them 
to "buy tilings for other peo
ple who don't have as much." 

At the store, the girls split 
up into four groups, forging a 
team effort for toy shopping. 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Girl Scouts Haylee Englehart (front), Kaieigh Sieczkowski, (middle) and Emily Wicker (back) work their way through the aisles at Toys R Us shopping for 
toys to donate to Toys for Tots. 

They sought out deals and 
chose toys they thought chil
dren of different ages would 
enjoy. 

"We try to get as much as 
we can," said LuAnn 
Englehart, whose daughter 
Haylee is a member of the 
troop. Englehart, a teacher at 
Memorial Elementary in 
Garden City, instituted a 
thumbs-up-or~thumbs-down 
method to deciding which 
toys they would purchase. 
Every Scout had a chance to 
vote on each toy before it 
went in the cart. 

The girls came up with 

their own methods to organ
ize the shopping visit, too. 
Jayna Muir said she thought 
they could buy toddler gifts 
first because those were clos
est to the front of the store. 

"They are learning so 
much," said Sandy Shereda, 
whose daughter Katie is in 
the troop. She said each year 
the children raise more and 
more money. 

"It keeps snowballing," she 
said. 

By the time the girls 
reached the cash register, 
their grand total came to only 
$312, so they headed back to 

the aisles to choose more toys. 
From Mr. Potato Head to a 
toy microwave oven, 
Magnetix to a Superman fig
ure, they filled their carts. 
Scout Briana Denson said she 
thinks the Dora The Explorer 
game her group chose will be 
a favorite gift for someone 
this year. 

Muir said she hopes all the 
girls learn about helping oth
ers "and putting yourself in 
the place of someone less for
tunate" through this annual 
activity. 

"As a troop we do a lot of 
service projects and field trips 

together, but this project 
touches them," she said. "It 
makes them feel good to help 
other children." 

The Scouts said they also 
enjoy spending time together. 
After the shopping trip, they 
all went to dinner at Buddy's 
in Livonia. 

"We're all sisters to each 
other," said Kaieigh 
Sieczkowski. 

Haylee Englehart added: 
"We're all friends to each 
other, too." 

scasola@hometownlife.com 

(734) 953-2054 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm 
Thursday signed legislation 
that will allow Michigan and 
out-of-state wineries to ship 
their products directly to cus
tomers in limited amounts. 

"Protecting Michigan winer
ies means protecting Michigan 
jobs," Granholm said. "This leg
islation represents a compro
mise that will comply with the 
Supreme Court and, more 
importantly, protect our local 
economies." 

In May, the United States 
Supreme Court declared 
unconstitutional Michigan and 
New York state laws regulating 
the sale of wine. In both cases, 
in-state wineries were allowed 
to ship directly to consumers, 
retailers and restaurants while 

out-of-state wineries were not. 
The court ruled that states 
must treat wine producers 
equally. The legislation will 
allow licensed wineries to ship 
up to 1,500 nine-liter cases, or 
13,500 liters total, directly to 
customers each year. The bills 
also put regulations in place to 
ensure that minors cannot get 
access to wine through direct 
shipment and allow the Liquor 
Control Commission to charge 
an annual license fee of up to 
$100 to help fund the regula
tion of direct shipping vendors. 

Michigan's grape and wine 
industry contributes more than 
$75, million each year to the 
state's economy, according to a 
study conducted by Michigan 
State University in 2000. 

F R E E O n e H o u r Seminar ! 
Join.us at 7 p.m. Tuesday, January 10th 

• 

WORK AT HOME! 
Be a Medical Transcriptiomst 

Come to this free, no obligation seminar to find out how -
with no previous experience - you can team to work at home 
doing medical transcription from audio cassettes dictated by 
doctors! 
High Demand! Doctors Need Transcriptionists! 
Find out how our experts make it fast and easy to be ready to enter the 
rapidly growing medical field. 
No Commuting. No Selling. 
Train AT HOME to be ready to make More Money than in most office 
jobs. This could be the greatest opportunity of your life! Join us at 7 PM. 

" This ad is your seminar ticket 

CUP OUT AND BRING TO SEMINAR AT 7 PM. 

Livonia Holiday inn 
17123 N.Laurel Park Dr. 

Livonia, Ml 48152 
or call for (be next seminar In your area 

Phone BQ0-518-7778 Dept LIOP16 
Licensed by the Ml Stale Board of Education 
2001 Lowe Street, Fort Collins, CO 80525 •with experience _ 

The Gift of Excitement 
*>Je£% S J *£ • * * b * r * * • ***** '£ J ^ ' ^ P 5 , 

Still the most exciting gift you can give..,EVERYONE remembers this gift 
forever! Thousands of people have enjoyed these truly exciting beautiful 
rides over the Grand River of Ionia. Safe Fun! Fly with a Certified FAA 
Commercial Glider Pilot. Sift Certificates Available. 

Stand. Ride, 2,500 Hgt.; $60 High Perform. Ride, 2,500 Hgt $75 
Stand. Ride, 5,000 Hgt $120 High Perform. Ride, 5,000 Hgt ....$140 
Stand. Ride, 10,000 Hgt....$210 High Perform. Ride, 10,000 MBL Hgt...$250 

A 3-fl ight packaged course to introduce learning to f ly a glider $ 2 4 0 

Benz Aviation Services, Glider Rides, 
Glider Training, Rentais@Towing, 
Airplane Training, Private - Commercial, 
Aircraft Maintenance,Aerial Signs, 
Aviation Fuel-1 DOLL, Hangers 

1-800-527-9070 
Ionia County Airport 3147 South Road, Ionia, Ml 4S846 

Flying without an engine since 1968 
www.benzaviation.com 

0608397036 

Borrow bi 
Pay back sma 
Home Equity Loans with easy monthly payments. 

BORROW 
$25,000 FOR 

s 216 
Thought you couldn't afford a home equity loan? Now, tap into 

your home' s value and pay back with affordable monthly payments. 

Choose your amount and your term, and get money for home Mmm I ^ ^ / m o . 

improvement, debt consolidation, or anything you want For example, 

$25,000 at 6.40% APR for a fifteen-year term costs just $216 a month. 

There are no closing costs, no application fee, and you'll have an answer in minutes. To apply, 

visit your nearest branch, go to charterone.com, or call 1 -877-TOP-RATE. 

6.40% APR available for qualifying properties in I I , IN, Ml and OH with a loan-to-value (LTV) of 85% or less for loans of $10,000 to $99,999 with auto-deductlon from Circle Checking and a 15-year term. An equity 
loan of $25,000 with a 15-year term at 6.40% APR results In 180 monthly payments of $216.40. Other rates and terms available. Rates and farms vary by propertytype, loan amount and LTV-ratlo. Offer subject to change 
without notice. 1- to 4-family owner-occupied properties only. Property insurance required. Flood Insurance may be required. Trust review fees ranging from $85 to $175 apply for properties held in trust. Not available for 
homes currently for sale or Intended to be sold within six months of closing. All accounts are subject to individual approval. Answer in minutes applicable to completed loan applications submitted at branch or by phone, 

and limited hours apply. See a banker for details. tsT Equal Housing Lender. 

mailto:scasola@hometownlife.com
http://www.benzaviation.com
http://charterone.com
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Salvation Army Red Kettle CARJACKING 

The Salvation Army Eastern 
Michigan Division's Red Kettle 
Christmas Campaign is cur
rently $625,000 short of its 
targeted pace and is on track to 
fall short of the $7 million goal 
by at least 29 percent. 

To date, the campaign has 
brought in $2.66 million, just 
38 percent of the total $7 mil
lion needed to maintain cur
rent service levels in Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties 
in 2006. 

The Salvation Army's. $7 mil
lion goal represents real need 
as Reflected by the fact that 

Detroit has been ranked our 
nation's poorest city. In 
Michigan alone last year, 1.2 
million people relied on the 
Salvation Army for basic assis
tance like food, shelter, and 
clothing. The Salvation Army's 
tremendous outreach, includ
ing programs serving the eld
erly, homeless, addicted, and 
even pregnant teens, is only 
possible through the use of the 
funds raised during The 
Salvation Army's Red Kettle 
Christmas Campaign. 

"Imagine what Detroit will 
be like next year if we have to 

cut services. If people don't 
give a little more, we'll have to 
turn people away during a time 
when more and more people 
are asking for help, said Russ 
Russell, executive director of 
development for The Salvation 
Army. 

"We've got our own tsunami 
here at home 365 days a year. 
The Salvation Army helped so 
many around the world 
through tremendous disasters 
this year. But I'm worried that 
we won't be able to help our 
own community, which is fac
ing a critical need." 

:«! B 
Luvjtana Bond (nee Wheeler) 

B$nd,8UiedDec.14. 
Ronald G. Bray 

Brpy. 62, of Clarkston, died Dec. 13.-
Rutii Erlckson Brooks 

Brooks, 90, formerly of Birmingham, 
died Dec. 7. 

D 
James J. Dabby 

Dobby, 63, of Webberville, died Dec. 8. 
Gordon F. Donaldson 

Dcinaldson, 66, died Dec. 15. 
G 

Howard E. Gray 
Gray, 89, of Farmington Hills, died Dec. 

IV 
H 

Anna Mary Herimjhausen 

Heringhausen, of Garden City, died 
Nov. 18. 

Jack C. Hutchinson 
Hutchinson. 89, of Holland, formerly of 

Birmingham, died Dec. 15. 

For the Record a'^eafsln every 
edition of the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 
Complete paid obituaries can be 
found inside today's newspaper 
in Passages on page C4. 

Edward Hodson Lerchen 
Lerchen 85, of Grand Rapids, died Dec. 
14. 

Eileen Frances Little 

Little, 89, of Westland! formerly of 
Belleville, died Dec. 4. 

M 
Richard S. Mayes 

Mayes, 50, of Westland, died Dec. 9. 
Richard N. Miller Sr. 

Miller, 80, of Livonia, died Dec. 14. 
N 

Lena M. Nicholson 
Nicholson, 96, of Birmingham, died 
Dec. 16. 

0 
James P. 0'Donnell 

0'Donnell, 91, of Livonia, died Dec. 6. 
P 

Susan Peacock 
Peacock died Dec. 13. 

R 
Sharon E. Rea 

Rea, 58, of Plymouth, died Dec. 13. 
Ralph W. Richmond 

Richmond, 49, of Westland, died Dec. 
9. 

Robert Paul Russie Sr. 
Russie, 92, died Dec. 13. 

Y 
Carmen Frank Yaconls 

Yaconis, 72, of Westland, died Dec. 10. 
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- Our people make the difference -
• A private apartment 
• 3 complete meals and a daily snack 
• Assistance with dressing, bathing and grooming 
• Medication administration 
• 24-hour emergency response 
• Housekeeping and laundry services 
• Social and recreational activities 
• Short term stay program 

Because MARQUETTE HOUSE is fully licensed by • 
the State of Michigan as a home for the aged, we are 
accountable for the quality of our staff and services. 
We adhere to stringent safety, health and fire codes. 

"3.6O0O C a m p u s Drive, W e s t l a n d , MI 4 S J 8 5 
(734) 326-6537 • (734) 326-6685 

* 

Give the Gift * y £ 

ITIMESS CENTER 

of Health to 
Someone You Lot e 

this Holiday Season! 
"GIFT CERT 

• STRENGTH T P I I N I N G a 
W E I G H T M*VCHINCS 

• F R E E WTICHTS 

• T R E A D M I L L S 

• E L L I P T I C M _ T R M N E K S 

aSfSt 

34250 FORD ROAD > /.'ESTLAND . S T A I R 
' • - . v . - - E ^ C ' T - - : . - - M * — •» C L I M B E P s 
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734-729-7000 
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• STATION M"-Y 
BIKES 

• PERSONAL 
TRAINING 

• 30 5 X60 
HEATfcD POOL 
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• HOT TUG 

• SAUNAS 

• M A S S A K E T H E H W Y , ^ , ^ , -
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• INDOOR WVLhlNG RUNNING TKACK 

• STEAM ROOMS 

• GROUP CLASSES I N : 
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W 

• PILATES • CARDIO KlCKDOONC 
• SP INNING • SALSA CARDIO 
•• F U L L CONTACT KECKBOXING 

• KARATE 
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12 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 

r* $29 PER MONTH! 
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FROM PAGE A1 

David Greener testified that he 
and another officer were on 
patrol when they spotted the 
BMW. 

The vehicle turned off 
Warren north on Gulley and 
continued speeding through 
residential streets before it 
stopped and the driver and pas
senger bailed out, Greener said. 

After a brief foot chase, 
Greener said he lost sight of the 
passenger from the vehicle. The 
driver, however, was arrested 
about 30 minutes later, hiding 
under a vehicle after being 
tracked by a Redford Police 
officer and canine. 

Thomas, who is accused of • 
being the second person in the 
stolen BMW, was arrested later 
at his Detroit home. 

Donald, who is charged as an 
adult, and Silvia were arrested 
after they returned to Westland 
looking for their friends. 

While handcuffed in the rear 
of a patrol car, Young still had 
his cell phone. 

Young couldn't get the phone 
out of his pocket but was able 
to reach his direct connect 
Nextel cell phone enough to 
answer Silvia, said Westland 
Police Sgt. Steve Borisch. 

"He told her he was in cus
tody but thought the police 
were going to let him go 
because they hadn't found the 
gun," said Borisch, who inter
viewed Silvia twice after the 
suspects were arrested. 

The defense attorneys for the 
three male defendants didn't 
argue over their clients being 
bound over for trial. 

Silvia's attorney BUI 
McConico, however, argued 
that there was no probable 
cause to bind his client over for 
trial on charges including car
jacking, two counts of armed 
robbery and felony firearm -
the same as the male defen
dants. 

"She never touched the 
weapon. She never left the car. 
She never instructed (the co-
defendants) to carjack some
one," said McConico. "She was 
simply a back seat passenger." 

During her statements to 
Borisch, Silvia said she had 
pointed out the BMW to the 
male defendants after being 
impressed by the wheels. While 
she knew the men had a gun, 
Silvia told Borisch she thought 
they might take a radio from 
the vehicle. 

"She had no idea they were 
going to carjack the BMW. 
There was no criminal mind in 
any of this," said McConico, 
adding his client was only 
guilty of being with some bad 
people. 

McConico said that his client, 
a senior at the Henry Ford 
Academy, is severely dyslexic, 
functionally illiterate and was 
taking pain medication for a 
broken neck at the time of her 
arrest. 

Wayne County Assistant 
Prosecutor Luke Skywalker 
noted that Silvia is currently on 
probation for larceny in 
Dearborn and had similar 
offenses as ajuvenile. 

"She was driving around all 
night with the gun being 
passed around," said Skywalker. 
"She pointed out the BMW. She 
doesn't say give the car back -
she says let's get out of there. 

She does the scouting report." 
Judge C. Charles Bokos -

agreed with the prosecution , 
motion to bind Silvia over for 
trial as charged, noting her 
statement to Borisch about the. 
other defendants performing 
big licks - street slang for rob
beries. , • 

"She continued to be in this 
company and she was aware of 
things these people were , ^ , 
involved in," said Bokos. "S/he;,- * 
points out an attractive car -
that could be harmless. \ 
Conversely, then she was aiding 
and abetting." 

There was sufficient evidence 
for probable cause, Bokossaid, 
adding that perspective might 
be different if applying the 
standard of guilty beyond ^rea
sonable doubt. 

Young and Thomas are free 
on bond, but Silvia and Dtjnald 
have been in custody since their 
arrest. 

Young and Thomas each had 
a bond of $50,000/10 percent 
bond. 

McConico sought a bond 
reduction for Silvia to 
$5,000/5 percent. Bokos didn't 
agreed to that but reduced her 
bond to $50,000/10 percent. 

"Her bond shouldn't be high
er than the other defendants " 
said Bokos, who earlier had 
commented that he disagreed 
with the bonds set at arraign-, 
menti -?• • 

Any of the defendants who 
are in custody are scheduled for 
circuit court arraignment on 
Dec. 28. If they are free on 
bond, they would be arraigned 
Jan. 12. 

Irogers@hometowniife.com 

(734) 953-2103 

RECALL 
FROM PAGE Al 

do it" 
Parents also asked about 

marketing the recall with 
signs, and finding other ways 
to share their indignation 
(such as an organized student 
sick day or writing more letters 
to the board). 

Someone asked about a 

rumor that teachers were told 
to avoid the meeting and the 
recall. 

"They are being told this," 
said Mang, who is a teacher in 
another district. "They'll deny 
this, but it's true." 

The CFLF isn't collecting 
money. They'll rely on "sweat 
equity," Mang said. 

Some wondered if a recall 
election in late spring or early 
summer would be too late. 
"There is a possibility that we 

cannot stop this for this fall, 
I'm not going to lie," Mang 
said. 

Mang had urged each of the 
100 people to find three other 
people to get at least 25 signa
tures each. "That's all it's going 
to take," she said. 

For more on Citizens For Livonia's -
Future, visit Web site at" www citizens-
forlivoniasfuture.com. 

dvargadihometownlIfe.com | (734) 953-2119 

Motorcooch 

GREEKTOWN 
C A S I N O 

Get in on oil the fUN For only $15! 

Greektouin Casino will give you 

$20 in TOKCNS Fft€€ 
to get you started! 

Coll Indian Traits TODflV 
for reservations 

1-800-292-3831 

Convenient 
Pick-up Points! 

Clinton Township • Sterling Heights 
Dearborn • Taylor 

Lincoln Park • Troy 

Livonia • Warren 

Roseville • Westland 

St. Clair Shores • Wyandotte 

Can your bank top this? 

11-Month Certificate of Deposit 

w 

/ 

, fl 

1-877-243-2528 
Livonia • Redford 

New branch at Ann Arbor Trail 
and Wayne Road now open 

4-Month Certificate of Depositf1 

Federally insured by NCUA \ 

Wlien I left my bank for Community Choicfe % 

Credit Union, it was to get better treatment, 

Little did I realize I'd also earn more interest on m^ 

CDs. So, if you want great rates and one-on-one fx-; 

service, remember: the choice can be yours. •; 

T * , 

Financial Planning, Internet Banking . Loans Mortgages Online Bil l Payment, 

NCUA 

www.communitychoicecu.org 
*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of date of publication and is 
subject to change. APY available only for Direct Choice Checking or Premium 
Checking account holders, otherwise rate is reduced by 1/4%. Minimum 
balance of $500 is required. Penalty for early withdrawal. Other terms available. 

COMMUNITY 

CREDIT UNU^ 

» ' 
The Choice Can Be Youm 

OE08395389 

St-fJ 

:'; 

•f t^;if 

http://www.hometownlife.coth
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Michigan Humane Society offers winter animal care tips 
As temperatures begin to 

drop, calls to the Michigan 
Humane Society Cruelty 
Hotline increase with reports of 
companion animals left outside 
with no shelter or other provi
sions. Sadly, when the weather 
becomes severe, some calls 
arrive too late to save an animal 
left to fend for himself in brutal 
conditions. 

The MHS recommends that 
companion animals live indoors 
all year long. However, if the 
animal must be outside, 
guardians should put proper 
provisions in place now before it 
becomes a life or death situation 

- and one for which they can be 
charged with animal cruelty law 
violations. Misdemeanor animal 
cruelty charges can cany a sen
tence of up to 93, days in jail, up 
to a $1,000 fine, community 
service and loss of pet owner
ship for a specified amount of 
time. 

"Even though the tempera
tures are just beginning to drop, 
there have been several cold and 
wet days already that could be 
unbearable or life-threatening 
for a dog left outside" said 
Debby MacDonald, senior cru
elty investigator for the 
Michigan Humane Society. 

The following tips will help 
guardians care for.their com
panion animals responsibly dur
ing cold weather: 

• When temperatures plum
met, companion animals should 
not be left outside for any length 
of time. Even large or long
haired breeds cannot withstand 
severe or inclement weather. 
Bring small or short-haired dogs 
in when temperatures reach 15-
20 degrees Fahrenheit. Larger 
breeds and thick-coated dogs 
may remain outside, with ade
quate shelter, to about 0 
degrees. Precipitation and serve 
wind chills should also be taken 

into account. 
• Cats should.be kept perma

nently indoors or at least 
brought into a warm, animal 
proofed garage during severe 
weather. 

• Roaming cats often seek 
the warmth of car engines, so 
knock on the car hood or honk 
the horn before starting your car 
to give them a chance to escape. 

• Increase food and water 10-
20 percent for dogs left outside 
during the winter months. 
Check drinking water frequently 
- every few hours - to make 
sure it hasn't frozen. 

Shelter is required by 

Michigan state law for dogs who 
must remain outdoors for any 
length of time. Adequate shelter 
means a well-built, insulated, 
slant-roofed dog house. The 
interior should be just large 
enough for the dog to stand and 
to lie down comfortably. It 
should be slightly elevated from 
the ground for air circulation. 
The door should face away from 
prevailing winds and have a 
protective flap to eliminate 
drafts. Clean, dry straw should 
always be provided for bedding 
rather than towels, rugs or blan
kets that absorb moisture and 
may quickly freeze. 

Several types of inadequate 
shelter frequently encountered 
by investigators include an 
unheated garage or shed, a dog " 
house that is too large or lacks 
straw, or dogs simply tied out to 
a porch, fence or deck with no 
shelter at all; 

If an animal is cold to the 
touch, or his paws and ears have 
turned bright red, he may be 
suffering from frostbite. Move 
the animal to a warmer area and 
contact your veterinarian imme
diately. Suspected animal cruelr 
ty should be reported immedi
ately to the local animal control 
or police. 

CLASS REUNIONS 
As space permits, the Observer & 
Eccentric Newspapers print without 
charge, announcements of class 
reunions. Send the information to 
Reunions, Observers Eccentric • 
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft 

• Livonia, Ml 48170. Please include the 
date of the reunion, one contact per
son, and a telephone number. 

REUNIONS 

Central High 
Class of 1946 
A 60-year reunion is planned for June 
4,2006, at Glen Oaks Country Club. 
Both January and June classmates will 
celebrate over dinner and dancing. 
January grads contact Ai Weiss (248) 
737-9313 or Esther Bornstein (248) 851-
6625. June grads contact Barbara 
Keidan (248) 646-7199 or Saul Saulson 
(248) 932-5177. 

Churchill High School 
Class of 1995 
A 10-year reunion is planned fo 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 22, at 5th 
Avenue in Novi. For more information 
contact Fran Yee at fyee@sussman-
sikes.com. 

Denby High School 
Class of 1956 
A 50-year reunion is planned for Sept. 
16,2006, at the Club Venetian in 
Madison Heights. Contact Doreen 
(McClennan) Weber at 
dajweb@juno.com or Jerry Love at 
(586) 739-3840. 

Detroit Mackenzie 
Classes Jan. June and Summer 1956 
A 50-year reunion is planned for Sept. 
16,2006, at the Novi Sheraton. For 
more information call Harold Kappen 
at (734) 261-0325 or okappen@earth-
link.net. 

Edsel Ford High School 
A 50th anniversary will be held over 
the next year with a series of special 
events. Final activity will be a "Black 
and White Ball" on Saturday, May 20, 
2006. About the activities www.geoci-
ties.com/edsel 5Qt.h. To contact the 
committee email 6dsel509gmail.com. 

Epiphany Grade School 
Class of 1966 
A 40-year reunion is in the planning 
stages for the summer of 2006. 
Contact Dorothy at (24) 477-9478 or' 
dzsnyder@hotmaiicom. 

Franklin High School 
Class of 1969 
Is planning a reunion for 2007. Please 
contact Kathy Nisun (248^3-5679 or 
e-mail: Kayninilu@aol.com or Kathy 
Shoebridge & Klivingston@nu-
core.com. 

Garden City West 
Class of 1970 
A 35-year reunion is planned for April 
1,2006, at Mama Mia Restaurant on 
Plymouth Road in Livonia. Contact 
Gordon Adams at (586) 949-7462 for 
information and reservations. 

Grosse Pointe North 
Class of 1991 
Call (800) 677-7800, visit www.tayiorre-
unionsxom or e-mail: info@taylorre-
unions.com. 

Livonia Franklin 
Class of 1969 
A reunion is in the pre-planning stages 
for 2007. For more information contact 
Kathy Nisun (248) 363-5679. or Email: 
Kayninilu@aol.com. 

St. Mary of Redford 
High School class of 1956 
Grade School class of 1952 
Looking for graduates. Contact (734) 
525-5888 or Email: kheenan@glis.net 

Utica High School 
Class of 1981 
A 25th reunion is being planned for the 
fall of 2006. Please send updated 
address information and inquires to:' 
Todd Richter (trichter26@comcast.net) 
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(734)525-1930 
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UNITED TEMPERATURE 
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Discontinued styles by: 

• Kate Spade 
• Betsey Johnson 
• Donald J Pliner 

Brahmin 
Dooney & Bourke 
Orig. 125.00-300.00, sale 75.00-180.00. 
IN HANDBAGS. BRANDS AND SELECTION VARY BY STORE. 
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from Parisian Signature, Grift. 2 
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SWEATERS 

39.99 QV-5ISJ SWEATERS ?, 
Famous-maker sweaters-in a variety,of 
colors..Orig. 89.50. irtE^s.WAMBLEM_ 
SELECTEE) STORES. 

D l l / O U l 1 SWEATERS 
ENTIRE STOCK from Joseph A, Evie and 
'more- Qrfg: 36:00-68,00. sale 18.00-34,00. 
-IN, LADIES'SPORTSWEAR. S T Y l t S WABV EY STORE. 

SWEATERS & 50%0FF SLEEPWEAR 
OUTERWEAR for infants; boys and glrte.". Assorted separates'and camisoles from 
•Orig. 30.0G4"65:-00. sale 15.G0-82..50.. 
m CHlLOKEtt 'S. 

relativity and St. Eve. Orig. 18.00-20.00, 
Sale S.OO-ilQ'iQO^iH-lHTIMATii APPAREL. 

SAVE EVEN MORE WITH YOUR COUPONS. 
; TAKE AN EXTRA 2 0 % O f f * 20% off* 

any single sale 
or clearance item 

valid Sunday. December 18 and 
Monday,-December 19 

*10% off Stioes, Ladies' Suits and Dresses 
and Jane Seymour Furniture. 

'EXCLUDES SUPER SPECIALS. DOORBUSTERS. INCREDIBLE VALUE ITEMS. BONUS BUYS. 
BRIGHTON, CLUB USSY LU. COLE KAMI. COLUMBIA SPORTSWEAR: COSMETIC ACCESSORIES, 
COSMETICS, ELECTRONICS, FRAGRANCES, FURS. GIFT CARDS. GREAT BUYS AND DESIGNER 
COLLECTIONS IN FINE JEWELRY, SPECIAL EVENTS AND WATCHES IN FINE JEWELRY, SERVICE 
CONTRACTS IN FINE JEWELRX MOISSANTTE. INDIGO PALMS HBfS. INTIMATE APPAREL 
ISLAND SOFT, JIGSAW LADIES' OUTERWEAR LADIES' AND JUNIORS' SWIMWEAR. THE 
MIDDLETON DOLL COMPANY, CHILDREN'S LEVI'S. MEN'S LEATHER COATS, MEN'S SPORT COATS 
AND SUDS. MONRO. OAKLEY. POLO RALPH LAUREN CHILDSENSWEAR..REEF, ROBERT TALBOTT 
NECKWEAR, SALONS. SERVICES, SHARPER IMAGE SPECIAL ORDERS. TOMMY BAHAMA, VERA 
WANG AND 7 FOR ALL MANKIND MEN'S. MUST PRESENT THIS DISCOUNT OFFER FOR SAVINOS. 
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OFFER. NOT VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PUR
CHASED TTEMS. -

A0000010BL4 

any single sale 
or clearance purchase 

in Fine Jewelry 
valid Sunday, December 18 and FINE JEWELRYNDT AVAILABLE AT wrmiuKE MALL 

Monday, December 19 

-EXCLUDES SPECIAL EVENTS, GREAT BUYS, SERVICE CONTRACTS. KQISSANIK WATCHES AND 
DESIGNER COLLECTIONS IN FINE JEWELRY. CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPON 
0RDISC0UNT0FFER.MUSTPRESENTC0UPON FDR SAVINGS. NOt VALID ON PREVIOUSLY PUR
CHASED ITEMS. 

A00200105W3 

T O ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1 - 8 0 0 - 4 2 4 - 8 1 8 5 : MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 A M TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11 :OQ AM TO 7:00 PM EST.American Fixpress not accepted with phone orders. 
STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734) 953-7500 open Sun. 8-9, Mon.-FrL.8-11, Sat. 7-5. CHARGE ITs Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American 

Express® Card or Discover®. LOCATED AT THE VILUKSE OF ROCHESTER HILLS, CORNER OF NORTH A D A M S ROAD AND WALTON STREET; A N D L A U R E L PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF 
NEWBUROH ROAD AND SIX M ILE ROAD. Percentages off regular prices or original prices, as shown. Actual savings may exceed slated percentage oft. "Regular" and "Original" prices reflect offering prices which may not have resulted in actual sales. 

Merchandise selection may vary from one store to another. 

T 

http://www.hometowriUfe.com
http://should.be
http://sikes.com
mailto:dajweb@juno.com
http://link.net
http://www.geoci-
http://ties.com/edsel
http://6dsel509gmail.com
mailto:Kayninilu@aol.com
http://core.com
http://www.tayiorre-
http://unions.com
mailto:Kayninilu@aol.com
mailto:kheenan@glis.net
mailto:trichter26@comcast.net
http://Mon.-FrL.8-11
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Home alone? 
St. Dunstan's ready to serve 
its annual Christmas dinner 

BY SUE MASON 

:. STAFF WRITER 

'. It's a tradition that dates back 
.more than 30 years. 

On Christmas Day, members 
of St. Dunstan Church in 
Garden City welcome anyone 
who will be alone for the holiday 
to come to the church for dinner 
- turkey and ham and all the fix-
ins'. 

It used to be that 200 people 
would show up, but over the 
years, the number has dipped to 
where, a week before Christmas, 
'only 50 people have signed up to 
attend. 
'. • "We expect 150 every year, so 
we'll cook for 150," said Mary 
Shurge, a member of St. 
Dunstan's who helps with the 
dinner. "I'm not sure why the 
number is diminishing. It could 
be that a lot of the senior com
munities probably now have 
their own dinners." 

The dinner has been a tradi
tion at St. Dunstan's for almost 
four decades and attracts guests 
from around the Detroit metro
politan area as the result of 
notices sent to area churches. It's 
believed to be the only dinner 
that is actually held on 
Christmas Day, and estimates 

are that 75 percent of the guests 
are from outside St. Dunstan's 
parish. 

Shurge and her husband, 
John, and two children were 
introduced to the dinner in 1966 
when they were invited to attend 
by then pastor Rev. "Mack" 
Makulski. They were back the 
next year as volunteers. 

Doors will open at 1 p.m. and 
dinner will be served at 1:30 
p.m. Guests will have an oppor
tunity to sit and talk and be 
entertained by St. Dunstan pas
tor, the Rev. Don Demmer. -

"He's great," said Shurge. "He 
comes over and talks to every-
onei He makes them all feel at 
home." 

While there are no planned 
activities after the dinner, 
Shurge stressed that there's no 
need for guests to eat and run. 
In fact, she says, "we'll come up 
with sornething to keep them 
happy." 

There's no charge for the din
ner although reservations are 
requested. People interested in 
attending the dinner need only 
call the St. Dunstan rectory at 
(734) 425-6720. 

"We'd like them to phone in, 
even if it's Christmas Eve," 
Shurge said 

WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
WESTLAND, MICHIGAN 48185 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Sealed bids for Wayne-Westland Community Schools' Bid Package 
#19, 
Consisting of: Wayne Memorial H.S. Athletics Program 

Addition, Wayne Memorial H.S. Gym Air 
Conditioning, Wayne Memorial H.S. Toilet 
Room Remodeling, David Hicks Elevator 
Addition 

will be received until 1:30 P.M. local time on Tuesday, 
January 10, 2006 at which time they will be opened and read 
publicly at Wayne-Westland Community School Board of 
Education Office, located at 36745 Marquette, Westland, Michigan 
48185. Bids received after this time and date will be returned 
unopened. 

Faxed proposals will not be accepted. 
This Bid Package will consist of a separate sealed bid for the 
following Bid Divisions: 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109A 
109B 
110 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
120 
122 
124 
125 
126 
128 
130 
131 
132 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
149 
155 

Site Excavation / Site Utilities 
Asphalt Paving 
Selective Demolition 
Concrete Footings & Foundations 
Concrete Flatwork 
Masonry 
Steel 
Carpentry & General Trades 
Membrane rtoofing 
Metal Roofing 
Manufactured Wall Panel System 
Caulking 
Hollow Metal / Wood Doors / Finish Hardware (Supply) 
Aluminum Glass & Glazing 
Metal Studs & Drywall 
Hard Tile 
Acoustical Ceilings & Treatment 
VCT Flooring -
Painting 
Signage 
Wood Flooring 
Toilet Partitions 
Metal Lockers 
Casework 
Window Treatments 
Athletic Equipment 
Rubber Sports Flooring 
Gymnasium Bleachers 
Food Service Equipment 
Elevators • / 

Cross Corridor Fire Doors 
Plumbing 
Fire Protection 
HVAC 
Electrical 
Fencing 
Landscaping 

Bidding documents prepared by TMP Associates, Inc. will be 
available for public inspection at the office of the Construction 
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., 24317 Indoplex Circle, 
Farmington Hills, MI 48335; the FW Dodge Plan Room, 
Southfield; the Construction Association of "Michigan Plan Room, 
Bloomfield Hills; and the Daily Construction Reports Plan Room, 
Detroit: 

Bidders may obtain one (1) set of bidding documents, beginning 
Wednesday, December 14, 2005, by contacting the Construction 
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc., at (248) 427-8400. Additional 
plans may be ordered and purchased directly from Dunn Blue 
Reprographies Technology, (248) 353-2950. Bids are to be 
submitted in a sealed envelope supplied by the Construction 
Manager, McCarthy & Smith, Inc. The bid division(s) being bid 
is/are to be identified on the outside of the envelope. 

There will be a pre-bid meeting at 11:00 am on Wednesday, 
December, 28, 2005 at the .constructidn trailer located at Wayne 
Memorial High School. (3001 Fourth Street, Wayne, MI 48184) 
The purpose of the meeting will be to review the project sites and 
to answer any questions that bidders may have. Bidders are 
strongly encouraged to attend. 

.A sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 
relationship existing between the bidder and any member of the 
school board, school superintendents, or chief executive must 

- accompany each bid. A board shall not accept a bid that does not 
include this statement. This statement is on the proposal 
execution form. 
Each bid shall be accompanied by a Bid Bond in the amount of five 
(5) percent of the amount of the bid, payable to Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools, as a guarantee that if the proposal is • 
accepted, the bidder will execute the contract and file the required' 
bonds within ten (10) days after notice of award of contract. 

If awarded a contract, the successful bidder will be required to 
furnish a Performance Bond and Labor and Material Payment 
Bond. Wayne-Westland Community Schools reserve the right to 
reject any or all bids received and to waive any informalities and 
irregularities in the bidding. 

This project is to be bid at the prevailing wage rate. 
Publish: December 15 and 16,2005 
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Elementary 
students share in 
season of giving 

BY STEPHANIE AKGELYN CAS0LA 

STAFF WRITER . 

Take a second look next 
time you hear the sound of a 
Salvation Army bell and red 
kettle, there might be a local 
elementary student standing 
there, collecting money for 
those in need. 

Students at both Roosevelt 
Elementary and Johnson 
Elementary schools have 
taken on the organization's 
traditional Red Kettle cam
paign. At Roosevelt, classes of 
students have signed up to 
spend a day each collecting 
for the Salvation Army. 

At Johnson, students and 
their parents spend time after 
school and on weekends ring
ing the bell for donations. 

Danielle Daniels, a second-
grade teacher at Roosevelt, 
came up with the project. She 
and her husband, Joel, have 
been coordinating volunteers 
in charge of the kettle outside 
the Michaels craft store on 
Middlebelt near 1-96. 

"This is the first year we 
have done this," said Daniels. 
"In the past, students are 
encouraged to participate in 
community service through . 
Youth Making a Difference, 
but we wanted the children to 
know that we supported com
munity service so much that 
we would allow them to use 
school time to complete the 
project." 

She said students from the 
schools have been collecting 
between $200 and $400 per 
day for the cause. 

"We hope the children will 
realize that there is more to 
life then just their own family 
and Roosevelt," said Daniels. 
"There are people in need in 
our own community and we 
need to step out and help 
those in need." 

Visit the local Roosevelt 
and Johnson school children 
now through Dec. 20. 
Daniels said they are still 
seeking volunteers interested 
in collecting at the kettle 
from Dec. 21-24. Anyone 
interested in more informa
tion can call (734) 261-0081. 

NOT-SO-SECRET SANTA 
Presents are about to pile 

up at Kennedy Elementary 
School in Livonia. Instead of 
hosting a gift exchange each 
holiday season, the school 
staff and students choose to 
"adopt" local families who are 
in need. 

The program originated 
more than 15 years ago with 
teachers David Higer and 
Bruce Sachs, who is now 
retired. 

Their idea caught on, 
according to Julie 
Juenemann, elementary stu
dent assistance program 
provider. 

"Now nearly every Kennedy 
classroom adopts a family to 
help at Christmas," she said. 
"The Kennedy staff adopts a 
family, too. In addition, there 
are always Kennedy families 
and staff members' families 
and friends who ask if they 
can help a family in need." 

This year, 10 families will 
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Laura Danila and Gabriela Molloy, second-grade students at Roosevelt 
Elementary, help collect money for the Salvation Army. Students at both 
Roosevelt and Johnson schools participated in a project to oversee this 
red kettle outside the Michael's store at Middlebelt and I-96 in Livonia. 

benefit from the program, 
many of them are homeless. 

"I just really want their 
Christmas to be happy and 
special," said Roxanne Moore, 
a sixth-grader. "I want to get 
them something to keep 
them nice and warm." 

Juenemann said each par
ticipant adds a special touch 
to this project. Jennie 
Macoit's first-grade class 
leaves presents under a tree 
in the school lobby, for exam
ple. 

Tara Daraskavich's fourth-
grade students sell their own, 
hand-made holiday greeting 

cards to raise additional 
money for the families they 
adopt. 

And some classes even 
bake cookies for the families. 

Sue Bird, media specialist, 
called it "a wonderful lesson 
for the kids. Everyone needs 
warm fuzzies at Christmas," 
she said. 

Lynne Curnow, a Kennedy 
parent, agreed. She said stu
dents are "learning to give 
back" by participating in this 
holiday program. 

scasola@hometowniife.com 

(734) 953-2054 

Is there anything cuter than 
an adorable puppy or cuddly 
kitten wearing a big red bow 
and licking the face of a child 
Christmas morning? 

Few gifts are as irresistible, 
but unfortunately, many of 
these companion animals are 
purchased on impulse and end 
up in animal shelters several 
days, weeks or months later 
when the initial excitement has 
faded and reality sets in. 

"Surprising a family member 
or loved one with the gift of a 
companion animal during the 
holidays often seems like a 
great idea," said Jennifer. 
Rowell, manager of the 
Michigan Humane Society 
Detroit shelter. "Yet, many 
people don't realize that ani
mal guardianship is a lifetime 
commitment - that includes 
medical care, food and training 
- and a big investment of time 

and love. So it's imperative for 
the primary caregiver of the 
animal to be involved in the 
decision and not be surprised 
with a new four-legged friend." 

There are many factors to 
consider when adopting a 
companion animal. Does any
one in the family have aller
gies? Is everyone ready to 
make the 10-15-year commit
ment required to care for a dog 
or cat? 

Is the person able to afford 
food and medical care? What 
is the family's lifestyle and 
activity level? 

The MichiganHurhane 
Society recommends that the 
entire family be involved in the 
decision to adopt and be clear 
in advance on who will handle 
which responsibilities. 

Bringing a companion ani
mal home during the holiday 
season can be stressful for 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 

To all residents and interested parties, The Council minutes will be 
available for review on the internet at 

www.gardencitvmi.org 
You can access this information at the Garden City Library or City 
Hall during regular Business hours or in the Police Station Lobby 
24 hours a day. 

ALLYSON M. BETTIS, Treasurer/City Clerk 
Publish: D&cemtaer H, 18 and 25,2005 
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everyone, especially the animal 
who will need time to adjust to 
his new surroundings. 
Consider adopting before the 
holidays or waiting until after 
the hustle and bustle of the 
season has ended. 

"Adding the responsibility of 
a companion animal to one's 
life is a big decision and a per
sonal choice," said Amy Popp, 
spokesperson for the Michigan 
Humane Society. "However, if 
you're determined to give the 
gift of a companion animal, 
there are many creative ways 
to do it, while still letting the 
recipient pick the perfect ani
mal themselves." 

The Michigan Humane 
Society suggests considering 
the following gift giving 
options: 

• Create a gift certificate for 
a shelter adoption fee, dog 
training classes or other prod
ucts and services that a new 
animal guardian can put to 
use. Then, arrange to visit the 
shelter with the recipient to see 
them fall in love with the ani
mal of their choice. 

• Give a dog or cat "starter 
kit" filled with the necessary 

supplies, such as food, bowls, a 
collar and leash or kitty litter. 

• Present children with a 
gift basket, including a stuffed 
dog or cat, books about how to 
care for a companion animal 
and a note explaining that 
everyone will go together to 
pick out their new four-legged 
family member after the holi
days. 

R Make a donation in honor 
of your loved one to an animal 
welfare organization, such as 
the Michigan Humane Society. 

For more information about 
responsible animal guardian
ship or other gift-givingideas, 
contact the Michigan Humane 
Society at (866) MHUMANE 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday or visit the Web site at 
www.michiganhumane.org. 

The Michigan Humane 
Society (MHS) is a private, 
nonprofit organization which 
cares for more than 100,000 
animals each year at its three 
metro Detroit adoption and 
veterinary medical centers 
in Detroit, Rochester Hills and 
at its new, state-of-the-art 
Berman Center for Animal 
Care in Westland. 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self 
Service Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, the undersigned 
will sell at public auction by competitive bidding. Sales are for cash 
only. Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units, which 
rent and fees are past due. 
On the premises where s,aid property has been stored and which 
are located at Public Storage, 20080 Allen Road, Trenton, Michigan 
48183 (734).479-5790, on December 28, 2005 at 9:30 a.m. Personal 
property described below in the matter of: 
023 - Steven Quails - automobile 
1025 - Nicole Hellems - bags, mattresses, headboard, stereo, totes 
1134 - Jim Ferguson - bags, boxes, pictures, TV, furniture 
157 - Al Sobolewski - sofa, love seat, shelving, patio furniture, area 
rug 
304 - Susan Burkhart - boxes, shelf, totes, microwave 
404 - Jennie Dominguez - mattress, boxes, monitor, tool box, power 
scooter 
507 - Brian Psykala -bags, bike, boxes, lamp, pictures 
513 - Roy Poore - boxes, bags, books 
529 - Cecelia Alford - boxes, dresser, chest of drawers, lamp, pots 
and pans 
615 - Thomas Roethlisberger - boxes, totes 
642 - Lisa Alexander - boxes, bakers rack, mini stereo, kids toys, 
entertainment center 
709 - Steven Young - boxes, lawn equipment 
710 - Raymond Nutter - bed frame, mattress, books, computer, tool 
box,totes 
Publish: December 18 and 22,2005 

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self 
Service Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, the undersigned 
will sell at public auction by competitive bidding. Sales are for cash 
only. Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units, which 
rent and fees are past due. 
On the premises where said property has been stored and which 
are located at Public Storage, 3650 Enterprise Dr., Allen Park, 
Michigan 48101, (313) 441-3117, on December 28, 2005 at 10:30 
a.m. Personal property described below in the matter of: 
B001 - Valerie EdgertOn - boxes, bags, chest of drawers, sofa, 
microwave, rug 
B002 -William Stone - stereo, camper 
B072 - Michael Kowalski - household items 
B151 - Yolanda Bright - air conditioner, entertainment center, 
freezer, stove, refrigerator 
.B186 - Tommeia Baldwin - headboard, mattress, China cabinet, 
dresser 
B199 - Susan Rohr - boxes, dresser, microwave, power tools, snack 
table 
B217 - Kwana Felton - household items 
B227 - Kelly White - sofa, love seat, microwave 
B265 - Steven Weaver - bags, boxes, speakers, stereo 
B289 - Carol Boisonault - sofa, love seat 
B335 - Kasla Grauman - bags, bike, boxes, totes, suit case, 
B374 - Marshawn Robinson - bags, boxes, lamp, end tables 
C003 -> Candy Gabbard - TV, mattress, bike, boxes, totes, toys 
C007 - Lela Dow - air conditioner, bags, boxes, computer, desk, 
exercise equipment 
C039 - Charles Toth - boxes 
D029 - Amanda Thornsberry - bags, bed frame, bike, stool, table, 
totes, TV 
D041 - Nathan Williams - household items 
E050 - Scott Stevens - bags, boxes, power tools, speakers 
F047 - Brian Thiel - household items 
Publish: December 18 and 22,2006 
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http://www.gardencitvmi.org
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House bills provides tuition 
funding for vets and families 

Legislation has been intro
duced to provide tuition fund
ing for veterans, their families 
and the families of first respon-
ders killed in the line of duty.' 

"The men and women who 
serve in uniform and on the 
front lines of public safety 
make tremendous sacrifices 
every day" said State Rep. Jim 
Plakas, D-Garden City. "This 
legislation is a small measure of 
what we can give back to them. 
What we owe them, we can 
never fully repay. By helping 
them and their families with 
college tuition, it is our small 
way of saying thanks for their 
courage, service and sacrifice." 

The four-bill legislation 
introduced by House 
Democrats would: 

• Provide a full tuition waiv
er for children of first-respon-
ders killed in the line of duty. 

H Provide up to $2,500 in 
tuition waivers for veterans of 
the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

• Stabilize tuition funding 
for children of disabled veter
ans or those killed in the line of 
duty. 

• Increase tuition funding 
for children of disabled veter
ans or those killed in the line of 
duty so that it is fully funded at 
any Michigan public university. 

A Korean War veteran who 
served in the U.S. Army 
Counter intelligence Corps, 
Plakas said he has had close 
relationships with emergency 
responders as a former member 
of fhe Garden City Hospital 
board of trustees. 

"I have had the honor and 
privilege to work alongside 
brave men and women who as 
only that they be allowed to 

serve their country and their 
community," said Plakas. "They 
ask for nothing in return. Their 
selflessness is a tribute to out 
troops and to our first-respon-
ders. This legislation is just a , 
small way for us, as a state, to 
recognize what they have given 
us." 

The death or disability of a 
veteran or first-responder can 
inflict heavy financial hard
ships, Plakas noted. 

"The families of veterans and 
first-responders can be devas
tated, leaving them with little 
financial resources," said 
Plakas. 

"The tuition program in this 
legislation will offer much-
needed relief and allow the 
children of our brave men and 
women to pursue their goals. 
We owe it to them, and to the 
memory of their parents." 

Auditions set for Lions Clubs Band 
The Lions Clubs of Michigan 

are seeking area high school 
students to participate in their 
annual All-State Band pro
gram. , 

The Internationally 
acclaimed youth activity has 
represented the Lions of 
Michigan for nearly 30 years at 
the International Association 
of Lions Clubs International 
Convention. Since its incep
tion, the Lions of Michigan 
All-State Band has had more 
300 Michigan communities 
represented by area musicians. 

"Our program strives to pro
vide our members with musical 
and sociological growth, travel 
and education and exposure to 
serving those less fortunate, 
the motto of Lions Clubs," said 
Roger Weyersberg, director. 

He added that the Lions 
Band program is developed to 
compliment the students' own 
music program and to return 
them as "improved performers 
through excellent music litera
ture and high-quality instruc
tion." 

"We also strive to have the 
students return as better lead
ers in their own program," said 
Weyersberg. 

The band program seeks 
individuals of all performance 
levels, including visual and 
drill teams. 

The band will conduct its 

'Our program strives to 
provide our members with 
musical and sociological 
growth, travel and 
education and exposure to 
serving those less 
fortunate, the motto of 
Lions Clubs.' 
Roger Weyersberg 
director 

annual auditions on Saturday, 
Jan. 14, at Haslett High School. 

It will hold a rehearsal week
end in April and May and, 
prior to departing on its 10-day 
tour, the band will hold band 
camp at Michigan State 
University June 22-25. 

This year's band tour will 
take students to Gettysburg, 
Hershey and Philadelphia, Pa., 
Boston and Salem, Mass., and 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

"Our tour is directed by the 
location of the International 
Association Convention, which 
is scheduled for Boston June 
29-July 4," said Brian Shepard, 
chief executive officer of the 
Lions Band Program. 

Past tours have taken the 
band to such locations as Hong 

Kong, Tokyo, Sidney, Beijing 
and Honolulu. 

"The band has provided past 
students with travel experi
ences that many may never 
have had a chance to do other
wise" Shepard said. 

Performances include such 
venues as hospitals or public 
parks. The band also will per
form in the International 
Parade and have an opportuni
ty to perform in a mass band 
concert with other Lions Band 
programs attending the con
vention. 

Students are responsible for 
their portion of the tour cost. 
Students pay for no adminis
trative cost of the program. 
This year's tour cost is $1,875. 
The tour cost includes all 
meals, including rehearsal 
weekends, lodging, and trans
portation while on tour and 
travel uniforms. 

For more tour information 
or an application visit the Web 
site at 
www.Iionsofmi.com/pages/all_ 
state_band.htm, call (517) 887-
6640, Ext. 13/15. or send an e-
mail to lions@acd.net. 

Lions Clubs International is 
the world's largest service club 
organization. 

The Lions of Michigan All 
State Band Charities, Inc. is a 
nonprofit 50l(c)3 
Organization. 
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CLASSIC HAM 
Delicious" A g f ^ A | 

!er irs 
!ect Tern 

WOW! 

Limit 1 

Only 

Standini 
RIB ROAST 

r f n g o f A i r £ 4 f e Q < 
Roasts! d ^ ^ T Q | 

Only W /b. 

WOW! ̂
31-40 Count (2 lb. Bag) 

UMBO COOKED 
S H R I M P 

Mike's Regular or Famou: 

HolidavFresh 
KIELBASA 

WOW! 

Great 
Price! 

Folks 
. Drive Miles 

For It! 

lb. /b. 

\ 

7-9 lb. Fully Cooked . / \ USDA Inspected 

. e a r b o r n Half ' ' Boneless Beef 
CLASSIC H A M ' TENDERLOIN BOAS 

• jtiSB&m^. AdNfetf*A 111- Order A 
T ^ S S 3 * £ ^ ™ - & . M | * U ^ r Yours § E 

W i R 4 \ Todcvl • # 

WOW! 

Now Taking Orders! 
Fresh Amish Turkeys, 
Standing Rib Roast, 

Delicious Cooked-Shrimp Trays, 
Fantastic Pork Crown Roast, 
Meat & Cheese Party Trays, 

and much, much, more! 

™ 464-0330 
' WOW! 
It's Delicious! USDA / \ 16-20 Count 

Beef and Pork Boneless Super I w n b o 
COMBINATION ROAST'* COOKED SBBIMP 

'/\1 USDA 2 Pc / \ USDA Select Bone-In Rib Eye 

Boneless , * Delmonico 
PORK TENDERLOIN ' v ^ STEAK 

ft. 

N 
' / \ A 

fresh Ground Beef / \ Delicious Fully Coo 

GROUND ' * Dearborn 
SIRLOIN ' * SMOKED KIELBASA 

WOW! 

Look for M i k e ' s A d Every W e e k in Sunday 's O b s e r v e r N e w s p a p e r ! 
&w Website for Additional Specials mikes-marketpim§*£Qm 

http://wwwJiometownlife.com
http://www.Iionsofmi.com/pages/all_
mailto:lions@acd.net
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TREES 
FROM PAGE A1 

employs to get customers in to 
buy trees. The other is offering 
tickets to a free raffle of a 19<-
inch color TV he gives away on 
Christmas Eve. 

"That's how I get my mailing 
list," said Wagatha. "Years ago, 
when I started, someone 
stopped at the lot and suggest
ed we do that, so my brother 
started asking customers if 
they wanted to get on a mail
ing list. 

The cards go out far and 
near - Brighton, Milford, 
Monroe even the Flint area to 
Livonia, Plymouth and Garden 
City. ^-—-—--'" 

, "I start addressing the cards 
oft Halloween," Wagatha said. 
"I do it while the trick-or-
treaters are coming to the 
door." 

BEST LOCATION 
^Business has been brisk at 

the lot set up near the defunct 
Quo Vadis Theater. As of 
Monday, Wagatha has sold 656 
of the 1,100 trees delivered 
there just before Thanksgiving. 

"It's the best location, I hear 
that from the customers," the 
Westland resident said. "It's set 
up on concrete so it's not 
muddy and there's plenty of 
access." 

Wagatha has been setting up 
his tree lot along Wayne Road 
for 26 years. The Westland res
ident operates the lot with his 
silent-partner brother Duke 
who tends to two other tree 
Iqts in Ann Arbor. His brother 
lif ̂ s in Messick south of 

John Wagatha has been 
setting up his tree lot along 
Wayne Road for 26 years. 

operates the lot with his 
silent-partner brother Duke 
who tends to two other tree 
lots in Ann Arbor. His 
brother lives in Messick 
south of Traverse City and 
grows the blue spruce that 
they sell on their lots. 

Traverse City and grows the 
blue spruce that they sell OB 
their lots. The other trees -
Fraser fir, Douglas fir, Scotch 
pine and balsam, to name a 
few - are purchased from 
other growers like Wade 
Sherburne in that area, 

"He's our main supplier," 
said Wagatha. "What trees he 
doesn't have, he locates for us." 
, The lot also sells wreaths, 
tree stands and tree disposal 
bags and to the rear is the 
warming tent where the baled 
trees are unwrapped and left to 
warm up so their branches 
droop. That's also where the 
"Charlie Brown" Christmas 
trees are kept. Wagatha has 
been giving kids the free trees, 
actually a pine bough stuck in 
a hole drilled in a piece of tree 
stump, for about 10 years. 

Work starts the week before 
Thanksgiving after the trees 
have been delivered. The men 
build the racks for the trees, 

Back Pain? 
": Westland, MI - According to a recently released back pain 
* relief report, most back pain sufferers have no idea how to 

eliminate their pain. Some use heat, others ice. From 
sleeping on the floor, to pillows underneath the legs, back 
pain relief techniques very. But thanks to a free report, local 
back pain sufferers finally know exactly what to do. To get a 
copy of the free "Back Pain Relief Report", call toll-free, 
1-888-744-2225. (Toll-free, 24 hour recorded message) 
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You found ihr perfect woman. We have her per feci holiday gift. 
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j nrt.L E t s 
YOUR FAMILY DIAMOND STORE SINCE 1933 

CERTIFIED QEMOLOGISTS 

REGISTERED JSWEIEBS 

• N O R T H Vl.LLE 
101 East Main Street at Center 

248.349.6940 

G A R D E N C I T Y 
29317 Ford Road at Middlebelt 

734.422.7030 
WWW-o rin jewelers, com 
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NOW ONLY 

LION 
Pennsylvania Flyer 

Reg. s2493 

n Set 
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•working headlight and real puffing m&lm 
* Realistic steam atr^is&e 
« Hiiee 40" x 60" oval lavniK usifig tfee 
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RIDEB3 
H O B B Y S H O P S 

CANTON 
42011 Ford Rd. • Sear's Hardware Plaza 

(734)081-0700 
Holiday Hours: M-F11-9, SAT 10-8, SUN 12-5 OE0S398782 
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Mike Silvers tr ims the bottom off two trees for a customer. He works in the Christmas tree fields April through November than comes to Westland from his 
hometown of Messick to sell trees with John Wagatha. 

string the lights and get ready 
to open the day after 
Thanksgiving. 

Silvers and Seott are from 
Messick and end up living in 
the trailer on the lot until Dec. 
23 when they go home to be 
with their families. But they!re 
back the day after Christmas to 
begin tearing things down. 

With their departure, it falls 
on Wagatha to handle the tree 
sales through Christmas Eve. 

"I'll be out here until 5-6 
p.m. Christmas Eve" he said. "I 
sold 14 trees on Christmas Eve 
last year. Someone has to be 
open and I'll be here, if I still 
have trees." 

Wagatha is confident he'll 
sell most, if not all of the trees. 
He points to the past weekend 
where they were selling faster 
than thev could nnhale them. 

By Wagatha's count, they sold 
250 trees on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

"It must be that there's less 
competition, or people are 
buying real trees instead of 
artificial," he said. "Last year I 
had 140 trees left, the year 
before it was eight." 

M O V I N G A R O U N D 
The theater parking lot is a 

fairly new location for 
Wagatha. He started at Wayne 
and Parkgrove next to the Art 
Van, then moved to Wayne and 
Hunter when the furniture 
store decided to expand. But 
Wagatha lost that spot, too, 
when CVS decided to move out 
of the strip mall at the corner 
and build a free-standing 
building in that spot. 

Whpn ftp Inst that Inrat inn a 
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Christmas Eve CancCfefiglJt Servict 
A service of Lessons & Carols 

6:00 PM 

Christmas Morning Service 
10:45 AM 

Six Mile 
T R I N I T Y CHURCH 

An Evangelical Covenant Church -, 

34500 W. Six Mile Rd. • Livonia, MI 48152 
The Rev. Dr. Michael A. Van Horn, Pastor 

734--42B-2800 TrinCovCh@aol.com 

regional manager with 
National Amusements 
(Showcase Cinemas) helped 
him get the land next to the 
theater. 

Customers like the spot and 
so do Silvers and Scott. They'll 
use the trailer's gas stove "once 
in awhile," but by and large, get 
their meals at the nearby 
McDonald's, Arby's and 
Capital Coney Island restau
rants. There's also a coin laun
dry close by and Chatters Bar_„. 
where they go on occasion for a 
drink. 

The trailer also has a bath
room, but the men make use of 
a portable toilet that sits about 
20 yards away and take advan
tage of the day rates at the 
Forum Fitness Club at Ford 
and Wildwood to get show
ered. 

They both admit it's a cold 
trip to the bathroom at 3 a.m. 

In fact, Scott lists the cold 

and the snow as the drawbacks 
of the job. 

Both he and Silvers work in 
the Christmas tree business 
April through November then 
when the field work ends, hire 
on to work at a the tree lot " 
during December. Scott has 
worked lots in Texas, 
Oklahoma and New Orleans, 
This is his first year working 
with Wagatha. Silvers has been 
working the Westland lot for 
three years. 

"I'd rather be in Texas where 
it's warmer, but I'd rather be 
here when I leave to go home," 
Scott said. "It's only four hours 
from here and 24 hours from 
Texas." 

"I could have come down 
years ago," Silvers added. "I 
didn't think I'd like it, but I do. 
It's the best time. I have fun 
with the customers." 

smason@hometown life.com I {734) 953-2112 

For All Your Plumbing and 
Remodeling Needs. 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

Horton 

www.hortonpIumbing.com 
1382 S. Main Street 

Plymouth, MI 48170 
(734) 455-3332 

Fax (734) 455-8869 

The Rum you tpusf, The expe'EeiKS you lead. 
Capable of repairing minor leaks to major repairs and resolving sewer back-ups 
In house design consultant and superb workmanship to provide quality home 
improvement renovations 

• Licensed and insured 
OE08392640 

24/7 Emergency Service 734-455-3332 

Get a $ 2 0 Value for only $15! 
Pay only $15 for your casino shuttle ride and you'll receive 
$15 in FREE SLOT PLAY and LUNCH' at Grand River Deli! 

Bay City 
Brighton 
Canton 

Clinton Twp. 
Clio 

Dearborn 

Eastpointe 
Flint 

Jackson 
Lansing' 
Livonia 
Monroe 

Pontiac 
Roseville 
Saginaw 

Southfieid 
Southgate 

St. Clair Shores 

Sterling h 
Tolet 

Tro-
Westl; 
Ypsils 

For locations and reservations call 
Blue Lakes Charters & Tours: 

1-86B-2R0LLEM • (866-276-5536) 
'Receive a coupon for a 
free regular sandwich and 
beverage at the Grand 
River Deli, or $5 off at 
Classics Buffet. 

motorcitycasino.com 

X 
r 

% 

" l Tf f i " y0Lt bet more ihan you can afford to lose, 
you've got a problem. Call 1-800-270-7117 m 

: for free, confidential help. 

B l u e s A i r m e n 

6t Music 
EminrttHfiayuiriKMHHtfiuo 
Top Dollar Paid For 

• Guitars • PRS 
• Gibson • Fender 
• Amps • Basses 

"Call to Schedule 
Guitar, Bass & 

Drum Lessons" 

Gift 
Certificates 

Open Mon. - Fri. H-7»Sat. 11-5 5 

%PJ23>'* 'Ml 

J U S T IN UMB FOR. C-tfRASThAASl 
FURTHER REDUCTIONS in our Historic 

™*22Sm SAVE 

• *?*&**» u p 

• I ^ H £ ^ ^ ' * ^ TO 
EVERYTHING MUST BE SOLD 

including all furniture, fixtures & equipment 

^(fc^^^^^ft. 
509 West Ann Arbor Trail • Plymouth, Ml 48170 

MONDAY WW PHIDAY 10:00 AM • 7:00 PM • SATURDAY 10:00 AM • 3:00 PM • CLOSED SUNDAY 

C o m e in 8c register for 
FREE G I V E A W A Y 

Name 
Address^ 
Phone 

http://www.hometowiUife.cdm
mailto:TrinCovCh@aol.com
http://life.com
http://www.hortonpIumbing.com
http://motorcitycasino.com
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AAA moves fast to secure racing sponsorshi •^ 

Good-bye, Viagra. Hello, 
AAA. 

With the end of the 
NASCAR NEXTEL Cup Series 
last month, AAA, including 
AAA of Michigan, took over as 
the primary sponsor of Roush 
Racing's No. 6 Ford for the 
2006 NEXTEL Cup season, 
replacing Pfizer 
Pharmaceuticals. 

"This national sponsorship 
builds on the success The Auto 

Local cable 
channel 
reaching out 

BY WAYNE PEAL 

STAFF WRITER 

It's a new name and new mis
sion for the former TV Orient, 
the Southfield-based television 
operation which remains North 
America's only Arabic-interest 
cable network. 

The new name, MBN 
America, reflects the network's 
increased coverage area and its 
desire to "build a bridge" 
between Arabic communities in 
the U.S. and throughout the 
world. 

"We are available everywhere 
in North America, in the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico," CEO and 
President Wally Jadan said of its 
current position on Comcast dig
ital cable — Channel 667 locally. 
Radio broadcasts are also avail
able on 690-AM. 

The network is also negotiat
ing to expand its coverage by 
satellite into the Middle East, as 
well as northern Africa and 
southern Europe within the 
coming year. 

Though two-thirds of its cur
rent programs are broadcast in 
Arabic languages, that, too, will 
change. 

"We are working toward being 
50/50 in English" Jadan said. 

Its planned live coverage of the 
Dec. 15 Iraqi elections, complete 
with reaction from the metro 
area, is hoped to be seen as a 
breakthrough event for the 
newly-renamed network. 

Serving more than 550,000 
people of Middle Eastern 
descent in metro Detroit, and an 
estimated 3.5 million throughout 
the continent, MBN America 
hopes to someday become as 
much a cable staple as Univision, 
the Latin American cable net
work. 

"That's our goal, we will be full 
service with not only news, but 
entertainment programming, 
sports, movies and fashion as 
well," Jadan said. 

Making the task especially 
challenging, he noted, is the fact 
that the Arabic world is made up 
of people from a variety of ethnic 
groups, each with its own per
spectives on issues, and own lan
guage. 

"Sometimes, I will sendxthree 
different reporters to cover a 
story," Jadan said. 

The network seeks to highlight 
the role of Arab Americans in 
U.S. society, a role he says is 
often misinterpreted by Arabic 
media outlets. 

"People in Arabic counties 
hear how we're isolated here and 
that's not the case" Jadan said. 
"We're active in our communi
ties, we're involved." 

To that end, its home commu
nity is very much interested in 
keeping MBN America. 

"Southfield prides itself on its 
diversity and on the fact that it's 
thelroadcast center for metro 
Detrpit —̂ we have everyone but 
WDIV-<Channel 4)" said Mayor 
Brenda Lawrence, whose serves 
on the network's advisory board. 
"So, naturally; we're very inter
ested in helping MBN stay in 
Southfield." 

For now, that won't be an 
issue. Jadan says the network 
will remain at its Southfield 
Road studios for the time being. 

Ixjng-range plans, he added, 
call for a *two- to two-and-one-
half-acre site" to accommodate 
modernized studios and equip
ment. 

The name change and expand
ed role, comes at a time when Al-
Jazeera, the Arabic-language 
network based in Qatar, is 
reportedly planning expanded 
English-language broadcasts. 
Other Arabic networks might 
follow. 

But Jadan says there's a key 
difference between any other 
network and his own. 

"We're here" he said of its 
North American base of opera
tion. "And we're the only one that 
is here." 

Club Group had this year with 
our motor sports partnership 
with Roush Racing," said 
Charles H. Podowski, ACG 
president/CEO. "We are proud 
of the success we achieved in 
our first NASCAR NEXTEL 
season. AAA's national involve
ment in NASCAR fits very 
nicely with our safety heritage 
and our ability to contribute to 
the success of a sport that has 
become one of the top national 

sports." 
"I think AAA can do a lot for 

the sport and be a cornerstone 
of our sponsorship group for 
years to come," said team 
owner Jack Roush of 
Northville. 

NASCAR legend Mark 
Martin will return as driver. 
Martin, fourth in this year's 
chase for the championship 
and 10th in modern era victo
ries, will extend his Salute to 

You farewell tour an additional 
season before yielding the ride 
to Todd Kluever for 2007. 

AAA helped sponsor fellow 
Rouse driver Carl Edwards' 99 
Ford this year. Edwards fin
ished third overall, trailing 
only Roush teammate Greg 
Biffle and NEXTEL Cup series 
champion Tony Stewart. 

Podowski noted that many 
of the safety features taken for 
granted on today's passenger 

vehicles were introduced and 
perfected in race cars, includ
ing lap-and-shoulder safety 
belts and hydraulic brakes. 

Under terms of the agree
ment, Martin will pilot the No. 
6 AAA car in 36 NASCAR Cup 
Series races in 2006, including 
two races at Michigan, 
International Speedway on 
June 18 and Aug. 20. 
Additionally, AAA will sponsor 
the No. 6 AAA show car and 

simulator race car tour in the. -', •• 
Midwest region. 

The show car and race car--1 -••-, 
tour, which proved to be a ,'...,<: 
great attraction this year, wftl.-fO 
kick-off the new season at tiff • 
Detroit International Auto . "jail 
Show on Jan. 8. The vehicles^*?/ 
also will make stops at AAAiqot^ 
locations and major public ,-# £>'> 
events across the Midwest in), r. j ^ 
2006. Roush Racing is basee!^* 
in part, in Livonia. 'J y> [ 

3 DAY NOTICE PLEASE 

Check out our 
Holiday Gi f t 

Baskets 

II'IOO 
Happy 

SOLD AS ROAST ONLY 

Rolled & Tied 
N.Y. STRIP LOIN 

SPECIALLY MADE 

Holiday (chunk1 

POLISH SAUSAi 

*2* lb. 

PLEASE ORDER BEFORE DEC. 2IST 

Check out Marv's 
Super Party-Veggie'-

frays -x- |€ 
PLEASE ORPER BEFORE PEC, 21ST,' 

BOB'S 

s - . , . , , , . , . . , , . ^ 

3 1 2 1 0 W . W a r r e n (at Merriman) 
Westland 

734- 522-3357 
NEW STORE HOURS: 

Mon.-Fri. 10 am • 7 pm • Sat. 9 am - 7 pm • Sun. 10 • 6 pm 
jot Food Stamns 
l l f e a f l s iJMmlBteM o 

iMMMJffliMi 

Christmas Eve 9»4, Closed Christmas Day • Sale Dec. 12th - 24th 
Have a Blessed & Safe Holiday From All Of Us 

SELECT CORN FED BEEF 

BEEF W 

Ail Our Rib have No 
Fat and extra 

bones. We cut & tie 
back the bones for 

easy carving. 

THE ORIGINAL 

CITY CHICKEN 
$J99 

lb. 

A XMAS DELIGHT 

3EEF FILLET OR 

WHOLE 3UTT 
TENDERLOINS 

$12»! 
Why flay $17-19 else where? 

NEVER FROZEN PLEASE 
ORDER EARLY 

The Original 
Foil Wrapped 

Ready To verve 
Whole - Half 

<* 

FRESH AMISH 

TURKEYS 

A HOLIDAY FAVORITE | BOB'S PREMIUM BEEF 

10 TO 20 LBS. 

N.Y. STRIP 
STEAK5 

$4 lb. 

FULLY COOKED 

26-30 SIZE 

DELICIOUS 

3a by Back 

HOMEMADE HERE 

Polish Italian 
SAUSAGE 

$929 
, mm ib. 

USDA GRADE A 

Boneless • Skinless 

CHICKEN BREAST 
$ft39 

m* ib. 

USDA GRADE A 

Boneless'Center Cut 

PORK LOIN ROAST 
*£& 

We're a whole lot closer to home. 
Families have found some of Vc\e best things in our hometown 

classifieds. Like this really great canoe in the Birmingham Eccentric or that 
great b'q ioveabie oid dog, in the canton Observer. 

Foxs take time to look for that special item advertised by a neighbor 
who so d his cottage or the woman who cant have a dog in her new 
apa t r rer t They spend time shopping our friendly classified marketplace. 

So if you have something you're not using, or if you're looking for an % 

tern anc want to buy it close to home, pick up your Observer & Eccentric -* 
Classifieds and discover a marvelous multi-community marketplace! 

(Dtoseruer^ ^tttnttk 

\A *" 

,ft> 

* J 

We work for YOU! 
1 -800 -579~SELL 

wwwJmmvtaw 

http://www.hometmvrdife.com
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Senate candidates face off at 'showdown' INFORMATION CENTRAL 

BYALEXLUNDBERG 
STAFF WRITER 

Republican candidates to 
challenge Democrat Debbie 
Stabenow next November faced 

Sec.5 at the "Showdown in 
_ . >wn."The Rev. Keith Butler, 

Jerry Zandstra and Oakland 
County SheriffMichael 
Bouchard attended the candi
date forum hosted by the 9th 
Congressional District 
Republican Party, to introduce 
themselves to voters and air 
their thoughts on the issues of 
the day. 

The forum was moderated by 
Republican National 
Committeeman for Michigan 
andLRNC Vice Chair Chuck Yob, 
wKo kicked off the roundtable 
with a question any Republican 
could score with — whether or 
not the budget could be bal
anced with a tax increase. 

"There isn't a deficit because 
revenues are too low," Zandstra 
said. "It's there because federal 
government spending is out of 
control. It's time to return some 
kind of fiscally responsible lead
ership to Washington." 

Butler agreed, citing items 
like the $450 million bridge 
project in Alaska as signs that 
Congressional pork projects are 
the problem. Tlie bridge fund
ing initiative was championed 
by Republican Sen. Ted Stevens 
of Alaska. 

Bouchard said the only thing 
higher taxes would do is tank 
the economy. 

While all three candidates 
echoed traditional Republican 
themes T- anti-abortion, anti-
gay marriage, gun rights and 
lower taxes — they all said 
they'd support Arizona Sen. 
John McCain's anti-torture leg
islation. President George W. 
Bush has promised to veto the 
measure. 

"There are a variety of (inter
rogation) methods that don't 
use force and with the proper 
training, you can bring forth 
information," Bouchard said. 

Butler said the United States 
has to do everything it can to 
protect the nation, but not 
things that are outside the law. 
Zaridstra said torture says more 
about the torturer and sends a 

Republican Senatorial hopefuls (from left) Jerry Zandstra, Rev. Keith Butler and Oakland County Sheriff Michael 
Bouchard echoed mainstream Republican themes as they addressed the 9th Congressional District Republican Party at 
Cross of Christ Lutheran Church Tuesday. One of the three wil l face Democratic Sen. Debbie Stabenow in the upcoming 
November election. 

message to the world about who 
we as a nation think we are. 

On me topic of curbing illegal 
immigration, the three agreed 
that it was at its heart a national 
security issue. 

Bouchard said the problem of 
illegal immigration highlights 
failings in border control in gen
eral — you can't really protect 
the country if you don't know ' 
who's there. 

Zandstra said the police have 
all the technology they need to 
do the job, all that's lacking is 
the will to use them. 

"I'm in favor of increasing 
legal immigration,'' Butler said. 
"But if you come to this country, 
it's you that has to be the one 
that changes." 

The economy, both at the 
state and national level, was of 
concern to the candidates. 
Zandstra said Michigan has 22 
percent higher costs of doing 
business than any other state in 
the nation and therefore the 
state's tax structure must be 
changed. Butler agreed, saying 
Michigan's economic woes could 
be chalked up to taxation, litiga
tion and regulation. 

"In government, if it grows, 

tax it. If it moves, regulate it," 
Bouchard said. 'We've got to 
incentivize and get rid of regula
tion. When you look at the glob
al economy, we don't have a level 
playing field here." 

The candidates agreed that a 
recent U.S. Supreme Court deci
sion to allow eminent domain 
property forfeiture for economic 
redevelopment was a serious 
breach of the public trust and 
proof that the court needs jus
tices who respect property 
rights. 

The big question of who has 
what it takes to beat Sen. Debbie • 
Stabenow rounded out the dis
cussion. 

"At the end of the day, we all 
want to beat Debbie," Bouchard 
said. "I've won 14 elections in 
Oakland County and when Bush 

, lost the county, I got 64 percent 
of the vote. I have the base that's 
proven to win." 

"Stabenow is vulnerable on 
economic issues " Zandstra said. 
"The ideal Republican candidate 
is going to be strong on social 
issues, but also understand how 
the economy works." 

"(Republicans) lost nine of 10 
elections because we haven't 

drawn enough Democrats to 
vote for us," Butler said. "To beat 
Stabenow, we have to get votes 
where she gets votes. I've done 
that" 

Bill Walker of Bloomneld 
Township was in the minority at 
the roundtable. He was one of 
the approximately 200 atten
dees who didn't know who he'd 
vote for. 

"I think all of them bring 
something to the party that 
could beat Stabenow," he said. 
"It's so far in advance of the elec
tion, it's hard to tell how it 
would go." 

He said a lot of the outcome 
of the race next November, who
ever ends up being the candi
date, will have to do with the 
party's fortunes on the national 
scale. 

Yob said the party has to work 
harder to bring home the bacon 
in Oakland County. The county 
hasn't delivered for a GOP presi
dential candidate since Ronald 
Reagan was in office. 

"For some reason, we can't 
deliver the vote for the top of the 
ticket," Yob said. "This is a 
diverse population, a lot of peo
ple are coming up from Detroit." 

The holidays are just around the 
corner and so many of us are rushing 
to get al! the last minute details put, 
together. Some people still have to 
decorate; others have to finish shop
ping; some need to dp some cooking 
and baking; and still others are rush
ing around to get their homes cleaned 
before the swarms of relatives 
descend. 

So what can you do to keep the hol
iday spirit up while working to finish 
everything before the big day? 

Listen to festive music of course! 
Don't worry about breaking the bank 
this season. The William P. Faust Public 
Library has just what you need! 

Our music collection has both CDs 
and cassettes, and our holiday collec
tion covers Christmas, Hanukkah and 
even Kwanzaa. It also runs the gamut 
from old classics to new versions. 

Some old favorites include Gene 
Autry's album Here Comes Santa 
Claus, Nat King Cole's The Christmas 
Song, Bing Crosby's White Christmas, 
Kwanzaa Music, featuring artists like 
James Brown and Aretha Franklin, and 
A Taste of Chanukah. 

For those of you looking to t ry new 
twists on old favorites, we have The 
Oak Ridge Boys' An Inconvenient 
Christmas, Barenaked for the Holidays 
by Barenaked Ladies, The Squirrel Nut 

Zippers' Christmas Caravan and A 
Reggae Christmas performed by vari
ous artists. 

This is on!y a small sampling of 
what the library has to offer. So if you 
need to put a litt le zing in the holi
days, stop by and pick up some festive 
music. But hurryl With the holidays 
approaching, these won't last long! 

Microsoft Word for Beginners: 
10:30 a.m. Dec. 17. 
. Learn the basics of Microsoft Word, 
a word processing program that lets 
users create a variety of documents, 
including letters and resumes. 

Internet 101:2 p.m. Dec. 17. 
For the very beginner, what the 

Internet is and how to get there. 
Internet 201:2 p.m. Dec. 22. 
An "inside look" at Internet search 

engines. 
Matinee Movie: 2 p.m. Dec. 28. 
Come and enjoy a G-rated family 

movie in the library's community 
rooms. The movie will run approxi
mately 90 minutes. All ages welcome, 
those under age 6 with adult. 

The William P. Faust Public Library, at 
6123 Central City Parkway, Westland, is 
open seven days a week. For More 
information, call (734) 326-6123. 

YOUTH ASSISTANCE 
The Westland Youth 

Assistance Program is at 36701 
Ford Road in an addition to 
the Westland Police 
Department. The separate 
glass entrance facing City Hall 
and comfortable waiting area 
allows for private, professional, 
environment to assist families 
in Westland. 

Westland youth ages 7 
through 16 are referred to 
Youth Assistance by the police, 
courts, schools, parents and 
other agencies. 

Once referred, an intake 
appointment is scheduled to 
explain the program's services 
to the youth and parents 
(guardians), and to offer them 
the opportunity to discuss their 
concerns and to ask questions. 
All information discussed is 
confidential. All services are 
free to Westland residents. 

If the assessment deter
mines that a youth is appropri

ate for Youth Assistance, the 
following services may be 
required for the youth: 

• Life Choices classes. 
• Drug screens. 
• Supervised Community 

Work Service. 
• Jail/prison tour. 
• Team Adventure 

Challenge. 
• Mentoring. 
• Karate. 
• Counseling. 
The Westland Youth 

Assistance Program is funded 
by the City of Westland with 
additional funds from Wayne 
County, the Federal Office of 
Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention, the 
Target Corporation and North 
Bros. Ford. 

Office Jiours are 9 a,m. to 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday. 
Evening appointments are 
available by request. For infor
mation call (734) 467-7904. 
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I Westland 35160 Central City Pkwy., (734) 427-5760T Authorized Retailers 
Garden City 31335 Ford Rd., (734] 421 

Westland 35253 W Warren, (734) 467-6000 
35345 Cherry Hill, (734) 641-7114 

tOpen Sunday 

*Cingularaiso imposes montiily a Regulatory Cost Recovery Gharge of up to $1.25 to help defray costs incurred in complying with State and Federal telecom regufation; a gross receipts surcharge; and State and Federal Universal Service chargfls. Thaseare nottaxes orgovernment-requfred charges. 

i Coverage not available in a!i areas. See coverage map at stores fordetails, Umiteii-finw offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate pian brrochure fordetails. Upto $36 activation fee applies. Phone price and availability may vaiy by market. Early TeiminaSon Fee: None if cancelied jn ffrst30 days; thereafter, 
i $150. Some agents impose additional fees. Sales tax calculated based on price of unactivated phone. ""FamilyTalk is a registered service mark of Delaware Valley CellularCorp., an SBC company. 2-yearservice agreement required. SBC andthe SBC fogo areregistered trademarks of SBC Properties, LP. Ai! rights reserved]. Rebate Card: 
i Prices of LG C2OO0 phones before mail-in rebate cards and data package purchases are $99,99 and $49.99, respectiveiy. Allow 10-12 weeks for rebate card. Rebate card not available at all locations. Must be customer for 30 consecutive days. Must be postmarked by 1/26/06. t$9.$9 minimum data package purchase required. 
_t Cingular Nation: (lingular reserves the right to terminate your service if less than 50% of your usageoverthreeconsecutivebitling cycles is on Clngular-owned systems. Customer must {1} use phone programmed with Cingtilar Wireless' preferred roaming database; (2) have a mailing addmss and live in the area in wbich subscription 

is made. ©2005tCingu*ar Wireless. A1J rights reserved. . 
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fight for freedom at home, 
librarians take a lead position 

Y . 
Hugh 
Gallagher 

The congressman leaned forward over the micro
phone and pointed his finger menacingly. 

"Let me ask you again," he said. "Are you now, 
or have you ever been, associated with a librari
an?" 

"Well, urn, uh." 
"Letjji^.r^rri^n^y^u, ^i^.ibat you are under 

oath and in clanger of being found in contempt 
of Congress if you don't answer." 

"OK, OK. I admit it. I'm mar
ried to a radical, militant librari
an." 

It's only a nightmare, it's only 
the phantom ghost of Christmas 
yet to be, but depending on how 
negotiations go in Congress the 
FBI may continue to be engaged 
in lethal combat with my wife and 
other dangerous librarians for the 
next four years.. 

.Who knew that behind those 
glasses and conservative dress 

lurked the seeds of our destruction. 
Or at least that's what some FBI agents seem 

to think. 
The House voted Wednesday 251-174 to reau

thorize the USA Patriot Act, following a House-
Senate Conference agreement Dec. 8 that makes 
most provisions of the act permanent and 
extends two controversial provisions - on roving 
wiretaps and the library cause celebre Section 
215. U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-Livonia, 
joined his Republican colleagues in voting for 
the renewal, despite having voiced reservations 
about some provisions on several occasions. 

Sixteen provisions of the act are set to expire 
by Dec. 31 so congressional action is needed. On 
Friday the Republican leadership in the Senate 
was unable to get the 60 votes needed to head off 
a filibuster. The cloture vote was 52-47. Now 
intense negotiations begin to provide more safe
guards for our liberties in the wake of a New 
York Times story Friday that the President 
authorized illegal spying on people in the United 
States without judicial warrants following 9/11. 

Section 215, which allows easier access to busi
ness records including bank records, bookstore 
sales and library records, has become a rallying 
point for the nation's librarians. Supporters of 
the act argue that investigative agencies such as 
the FBI need to see these records to fight terror
ism. Opponents say this is an unnecessary inva
sion of privacy and a potential danger to free 
expression by allowing government monitoring 
of what people read. 

The section allows investigators to obtain "any 
tangible thing (including books, records, papers, 
documents and other items)" as long as they are 
sought in connection of a "terror investigation." 

The Justice Department says the law has never 
been used against libraries or bookstores, but 
that's no guarantee that it wouldn't be used. The 
American Library Association and civil liberties 

groups have been fighting since implementation 
of the act to protect library and bookstore 
records and to end the frightening "gag rule" that 
prohibits anyone who receives a Section 215 
order from talking about it with anyone. 

The conferejjfefe c6mj>'rpmise allows a recipient 
of a 215 order tSispeak'vvith an attorney and 
challenge the 6rdef b^f&p a judge. The FBI will 
be required to ^risenl'Jtcts that show they ace 
conducting a "ter$^" investigation, but it still 
allows a lot of leewayfof random investigation. 

New documents released under the Freedom 
of Information Act show the frustration of FBI 
agents seeking warrants from the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court and one agent 
zeroes in on theUrue culprits. 

The memo v^hich is now a badge of honor for 
librarians everywhere reads: "The inability of 
FBI investigators to use this seemingly effective 
tool has had a direct and clearly adverse impact 
on our terrorism cases. Quite frankly, agents 
have spent theiast two years screwing around 
with weak NSLs (National Security Letters) or 
using made up 'voluntary' NSLs literally begging 
people to give us information in our terrorism 
cases .... The fact that this new FISA tool has 
languish(stet) for two years - with no likely 

' usage in the future - is nuts. While radical, mili
tant librarians kick us around - true terrorists 
benefit from OIPR's (Office of Intelligence Policy 
and Review) failure to let us use the tools given 
to us." 

This memo from 2003 has been exhibited by 
some as a testimony to the restrictions that keep 
overzealous FBI agents from acting. Others 
might also see in this memo how easy it is for 
government agencies to see themselves as above 
the law, above the Constitution and kicking and 
screaming to be allowed to use their powers in 
the "war on terror," which becomes anything they 
define it to be. 

J. Edgar Hoover used his investigative powers 
in fights against Communism and organized 
crime to maintain himself in power and black
mail elected government officials. The FBI histo
ry, storied as it is, has this dark cloud that rains a 
warning when they are given too much power. 

Terrorism, like Communism and Nazism before 
it, are terrible things, because they threaten our 
freedom, "our way of life." The president is always 
saying that "our way of life" is what terrorists are 
trying to destroy. Librarians and others argue 
that if we destroy our own freedoms, we help the 
terrorists get what they want. 

Sacrificing freedom for safety is a poor bargain. 
My wife is thinking about wearing a T-shirt 

with "Radical Militant Librarian" on the front 
and "We kicked the FBI's butt" on the back. 

Tom Paine would be proud. 

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer 
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734) 953-2149, by 
e-mail at hgallagher@oe.homecomm.net or by fax at (734) 591-
7279. 

New drunken driving rui% 
is unfair to the accused 

Patn » 
Barone 

•^1 n Jan 1, 2006, a new court rule will go 
^ 1 into effect that will require the majori

ty of Michigan drunken driving cases 
to be resolved by trial or plea of guilty with
in 91 days. 

This is a significant change in the law, 
because it formalizes and shortens time 
limits, that already exist, and does so 
squarely at the expense of the rights of the 
drunken driving accused. In fact, one may 

argue that as a conse
quence of passing this new 
rule, the Supreme Court 
has inadvertently compro
mised the very 
Constitution it is meant to 
uphold. This is because 
such short time limits 
make it extremely difficult 
and in some cases impossi
ble for the accused to 
obtain, a fa$r trial. 

Our stale and federal 
constitutions both provide that every per
son who is accused of a crime has a funda
mental due process right to know the facts 
upon which the prosecutor claims the law 
has been broken. In the context of drunken . 
driving, the necessary information 
includes, at a minimum, the narrative 
reports prepared by the police who arrest
ed the alleged drunken driver, any video
tapes that may exist and all the informa
tion required to show that the equipment 
used to test the motorist's breath or blood 
was working properly. 

Obtaining this information takes time, in 
many cases several weeks, and sometimes 
even months. 

Nevertheless, it is only after all of this 
necessary information is obtained, 
reviewed and analyzed that a defense attor
ney and his or her client can determine if 
any of the motorist's rights have been vio
lated by the police, or if the breath or blood 
test is unreliable or inaccurate. 

There are many reasons why problems 
with chemical testing may occur, but with
out adequate research time it is not possi
ble to know if the results can or should 
support a conviction. Then, if problems 
that adversely impact the accuracy of the 
breath or blood test are uncovered, these 
problems must be brought to the attention 
of the court. This process is called "motion 
practice" and requires that written argu
ments be presented to the judge and prose
cutor and sometimes that testimony be 
taken from witnesses in court. 

Motion practice requires additional time, 
usually several more weeks or months. 
Once this process is complete, then — and 
only then — is it proper to set a case for 
trial. If the case is immediately set for trial, 

' ^* 

there will be no time to for the defense to 
complete, this necessary pretrial investigas 
tion. \ ^ 

Devising a system that will assure that, -£ 
the accused will obtain this information ^ 
quickly enough to satisfy the court rule v\jitL 
require that police departments and prose- -1 

cuting attorney offices hire more staff to-^ n 
process and disseminate the required iA £ 
information. Realistically, the costs . ^ 
involved in such an endeavor means that 
necessary staff additions are unlikely. ;\ '% 
Technology might solve the problem as ^ t 
well, but this represents an even bigger f/ '^ 
financial investment. " j ^ -
• In response to these problems, the dis--;r'"' 
trict judges are likely to simply set cases ror-,, 
trial long before all the facts are known t& <{* 
the drunken driving accused and, in so fJ^-[ 
doing* place the burden of compliance bd!cjp 
on the accused. In other words, the burde^; 
\yill be placed exactly where the "-& 
Constitution dictates that it does not *•.•-*£' 
belong. " ^ 

The court rule has not yet gone into '-,'C1 u 

effect, so it's not entirely clear what the „ -;., 
overall effect will be, but it is very likely , '2; 
that this severely abbreviated judicial [t V 
process will cause extreme pressure on trjie^-
drunken driving accused to simply plead'V;^ 
guilty to the charges. This situation placed'%. 
the accused in an untenable position, {,' 
because the rule essentially requires that ,i> 
the drunken driving accused make the w ~4''' 
most important decision they will face irr" :'\ 
their case, which is the decision to plead<!

f;^ 
guilty or go to trial, long before they hav&J> 
all the necessary information. The end '• '[^ 
result will be, either the drunken driving , 4%\ 
accused pleads guilty when, in fact, he or^ L 

she is not, or be forced to go to trial with-f ;̂> 
out adequate information or preparation/ ^ 

Either way, the rule creates circunv 'l:'"' 
stances whereby our system of governme^ 
and ultimately our Constitutional freedo^|i 
are in danger of being undermined and !£v* 
eroded, and for no other reason than baseV 
expediency. ^~jp 

It is beyond question that drunken dri^r;l 
ing is a societal problem, and that becaus|§ 
drunken driving is such an unpopular ^ ^ 
crime there will be no public outrage ovqr/^ 
the unrealistic time limits and probable (I 
Constitutional violations this new rule cr£-;if 
ates. What should cause public concern,' ^ ; 
however, is that when the rights of the , ^; 
criminally accused are placed into jeop- ^ ' 
ardy, as they are with this rule, every citi-^ *"" 

. zen is endangered, whether he or she reaj^v-
izes it.or not. . ^ 

Patrick T. Barone is with the Barone Defense Finjfct 
which exclusively handles drunken driving cases. r. rcxh 
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Madonna University 
Livonia — Orchard Lake 

Nadonno University of fers unique oppor tun i t ies to 
earn more about t he r ich Polish her i tage tha t has 
established itself as one of the oldest cultures of 
Southeastern Michigan* Courses wi l l be held in Polish 
anguage, poetry, f i l m , folk cul ture and the l i fe o f John 
Paul I I . For the wor ld traveler, enjoy a 10-day May t r ip t o 
enchanted Poland and study abroad. 

LIVONIA CAMPUS COURSES 
POLAND THROUGH POLISH FILM 

Wednesdays, 4-6:55 p,m. 

LIFE AHD ROOTS Of JOHN PAUL !! 

Wednesdays, 7-9:55 p.m. 

*\T mSF* "* ORCHARD LAKE CENTER COURSES 
' * I S ELEMENTARY POLISH II 

1 Tuesdays, 7-9:55 p.m. 
: SHRINKING HOPE: POETRY OF W1SLAWA SZYMBORSKA 

Thursdays, 10:30-11:55 a ,m, ^ 

POLISH FOLK CULTURE J 
Wednesdays/5;30-6:25 p .m. § 

*2? 
For more in fo rmat ion on courses, caff )onmz Wrobel, & 
Ph.D., director of t he Polish Studies Program a t (248) g ! 
683-0339 or email hirivat jwrobel@madonna.edu. S 

POLAND TRIP 
"FOLLOWING THE FOOTSTEPS OF JOHN PAUL 

This 10-day trip will journey to Kami VVajtya's 
birthplace, his schools and his residence as the 
archbishop of Krakdw. The trip includes visiting, among 
others: Krakow, Auschwitz, Wadowice, and Zakopane. 
Cost is $2,200 per person. • 

For trip information, call Amerpol Travel at 
(248) 743-2650 or email arnerpoi^usaxom, 

www.madonna.edu [ 
Your Success; Our Greatest Achievement 1 
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Spanish Sweet & Juicy Seedless 

Clementines $4.99 
9$ B o* 

Warre's Warrior 

Port 
14 

A V* ie anteT w Try this with honey drizzled 

\tf V i ^ s 

can 
ta zin<W toasted almonds^ tossed with 

crumbled buttermilk bleu cheese 

Korbel 
Extra Dry, Brut 

sparklers make the Holidays 
more affordable and enjoyable 

A 

\)eUc \ o ^ 

A Family Favorite 
Edy's 

Ice Cream 
ST 2/*6.00 

Ms° 

56 
oz. 

Byrd's Choice Meats 
M'a -1 - KTZ L Kv t-""" i«-'' 

4ft 
-4/ft 

Ready to Eat d>/j Q f \ 
Lg. Cooked Shrimp 0 « 0 t l lb. 

Ex. Lg. Raw £ /* O O 
Shell on Shrimp O • O 2/ lb. 

* * *5 / , 

33152 W. Seven Mile • Livonia, MI 481&Z 
w w w . j oesproduce.com 

C248) 477-455* 

. * * & • - " 

Mon.-Fri. 9am • 7pm; Sat, 9am - 5pm; Closed Chi *tma\ Day 
Prices Good through Dec, 24, zoos 
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