Common sense
chef publishes
TASTE, PAGE BT

*9? s* v n **• a.* i

4 P. FAUST
*ry of West!*

Your hometown newspaper
serving Westland for ]
41 years

January 19,2006
75 cents

WINNERS OF OVER 100 STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS SINCE 2001
www.hometownlife.com

passing of 'someone who cared
Dorothy Smith lauded for commitment to city
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

After surviving a near-fatal car accident around 1970, Dorothy W. Smith
was told by doctors that she would
never walk again.
They didn't know Mrs. Smith - a pillar of the Westland community who
lived life as passionately as she kept an
eye on her city government.

The accident left her in a body cast
for over a year. Ultimately, she not only
walked, but celebrated her triumph by
traveling to Spain and Portugal.
"She proved them wrong," said her
son, Williandres Smith Jr.
Mrs. Smith continued to give of herself for many years before she died
Tuesday afternoon at St. Mary Mercy
Hospital in Livonia, after a long illness.
She was 85.
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"She had a heart of
gold, and she had
morals and principles
that she lived and died
with " said Westland
City Councilwoman
Cheryl Graunstadt.
"She was pure, genuine
goodness. She didn't
Dorothy Smith puB any punches. She
just had this genuine strength and
character that is often lacking today. I
was blessed to know her and to be her
friend."
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declining school enrollment
and stagnant state school aid,
Weaver said that community
support for a sinking fund tax
was a bright spot. The money
is being used to further
improve school buildings, a
process started with a $108
million bond project back in
1998.
"It was one of the fantastic
things that happened for this
district," he said.
He also praises the district's
administration for its "prowess"
in keeping the, district financial
solvent and for his fellow school
board members.
"I'm really proud of the
board, they've really come
together," he said.
smason@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2112

dcfem@hometovKJtlife.com I (734) 953-2110
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A prayer for the future
Julius Green of Westland and his wife Tracy hold hands during a prayer by the Rev. Terrance McClain during a ceremony Monday at Annapolis Park Church of
Christ honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Sitting with Green is Marcus King Mason, whose his mother Dea Mason of Westland (seated behind them, said his
middle named is in honor of Dr. King. For story and photos, see Page A3.
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• Frederick Weaver has decided four is not enough.
The president of the WayneWestland Board of Education,
Weaver plans to pull petitions
to run for a second four-year
term in this May's school election.
"I want to continue to work
on the job the board started,"
the Westland resident said. "I
want to continue working
toward making WayneWestland the best school district it can be."
Only Weaver's four-year
term is up in the Tuesday, May
2, school election. Residents
interested in running have
until 4 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 7. to
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Weaver
$ioo filing fee.
Under the state's election
consolidation law, Westland
Clerk Eileen DeHart is in
charge of the election. Petitions
are available through her office
in Westland City Hall, 36601
Ford Road.
"Whether you live in Wayne,
Westland, Canton, even
Inkster, as long as you're live in
the Wayne-Westland school
district, you come here for petitions," De Hart said.

Weaver was elected to a fouryear term on the school board
in 2001. He has served as the
board president for two of his
four years on the board. Under
his leadership, the board staged
the highly successful Project
180 Can Do, a program to help
families in the Jefferson-Barns
and Lincoln schools' neighborhoods.
Weaver, who received his
doctoral degree in theology
from Andersonville Baptist
Seminary, is senior pastor of
Abundant Light Church in
Canton. Married, he and his
wife Theresa have two children
- daughter Chelsea, a junior at
John Glenn High School, and
son Caleb, an eighth-grader at
Stevenson Middle School.
Serving during'a time of
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PLEASE SEE SMITH, A5

In a 6-1 vote Tuesday night, the Westland City Council
stayed with the city's longtime trash hauler by approving^
new contract that forces the company to improve its services.
As expected, the council approved a five-year contract
with Midwestern Sanitation, a move that will save the city
at least $1.2 million compared to offers from other companies.
The new'agreement forces Midwestern Sanitation ~ also
called Painter & Ruthenberg - to use newer garbage trucks.
It also stiffens penalties, if the company fails to comply
with the contract.
'We're very adamant that we have to have exceptionally
good service," Mayor Sandra Cicirelli said.
Midwestern proposed a contract of $5.90 for each stop*,
its workers make on their garbage pickup routes. That
compared to $6.61 for Republic and $7-12 for Waste
Management.
The difference quickly adds up considering that
Midwestern picks up garbage from 28,000 customers in
Westland.
The contract will cost Westland $1,976,000 this year,
with a 3 percent increase each of the remaining four years.
Midwestern Sanitation President Paul Ruthenberg
promised that .his 6bmpany will deliver the Jejvel o£$ervice
the city expects. ^ ' :;VH
-%:>%?*,
"If I don't do my job, fire me" he told city-Ieadete-s
Tuesday. "I will do my job for this community* \ " His company came under fire from SorneJr0si4€3ltS"who
complained last year that workers picked #p ^ar^age»late
and that theirtrucks spilled hydraulic flukjs on city streets.
The complaints have subsided, Cicirelli said, anil officials
believe that the contract will help alleviate some problems
by requiring that garbage trucks be no more than five years
old.
Councilwoman Cheryl Graunstadt cast the lone dissenting vote against the new agreement. She sought contract^
language forcing a curbside recycling program by July £ '
2007, but she didn't win support from a majority of her
colleagues.
Councilman James Godbout called Graunstadt's propose
al "premature and fiscally irresponsible" considering that'
the city doesn't yet know whether it can afford such a recy-"
cling plan. He chairs the city's recycling committee.
;;
But Graunstadt indicated that the city should be able to
afford a recycling program next year after some of its trash:
related debt is paid off.
''
J
"I don't think we're premature if we're sincere about
wanting a recycling program," she said.
Meanwhile, in the wake of some resident complaints >'•;
about Midwestern Sanitation, Councilman Richard :'.'':
LeBlanc asked whether the company would be willing to J
put numbers on each garbage truck so that residents wl^Ql
have complaints can easily identify it. Ruthenberg agreed;"
Midwestern's five-year contract will be retroactive to Jan.
1. Since last June, the company had been working for the
city on a month-to-month basis.
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"She was always there to question her

BY DARREU CLEM
STAFF WRITER
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to her, but to her community. She loved
the entire city of Westland."
Mrs. Smith ran for a Westland City
Council seat nearly a dozen times. She
never won, although she came close on
occasion. She didn't play by the rules,
shunning political contributions and
campaigning on her honesty and
integrity.

Council approves
1*" '
^
&L ^ 9 n i pact with current
garbage hauler
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Until her health declined, Mrs. Smith
for many years never missed a city
council business meeting. She sat in the
same front-row seat, near a podium
where she tirelessly fought battles large
and small - always with the same
enthusiasm, even as her frail body
began to give out.
"She loved her community," said city
retiree Edna Parker, who lived in the
Annapolis Park neighborhood where
Mrs. Smith resided since the mid1950s. "She always wanted to accomplish the tilings that were vital not only
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Churchill Pom Pon team members
(left to right) Christine Miller and
St&l&anie Kinney were part of a hip
hop-inspired routine during last
week's varsity basketball half-time
show.

Churchill High School's
Pompon Squad is hitting high
gear, as the team prepares for
upcoming competitions.
On Tuesday, Jan. 3, the team
entertained half-time crowds
during the school's varsity basketball game by performing a
hip-hop routine they created at
a recent Mid-America pom
workshop.
"We always perform at all
home soccer, football and basketball games," said Judy
Nouhan, head coach.
Her team consists of 29
girls: Laura Adams, Krysten
Barczuk, Elyse Bartos, Sara
Bridge, Lauren Campbell,
Caylie Conner, Amber Devlin,
Dayna Dunne, Amanda Garza,
Stephanie Kenney, Sarah
LaBerge, Catherine Leaym,
Katie Matz, Jessica McClain,
Shannon McDonald, Christine
Miller, Megham Murzin, Amy
Nixon, Amanda Rees, Brynri
Rosbury, Katie Sedgewick,
Annie Sobczak, Ashley

Good Neighbor.

GREAT RATES.
Looking for great rates and a secure place to grow
your money? Call your local State Farm agent today fc
more information about a CD from State Farm Bank"

CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
90 days
180 days
1 year
2 years
3 years
4 years
5 years

4.00%APY*
4.25%APY*
4.25%APY*
4.35%APY*
4.35%APY*
4.35%APY*
4.35%APY*

hits a hip-hop high

Thomas, Melanie Troha, Kiley
Trupiano, Alecia Tsermengas,
Melinda Wagner, Brittany
Wood and Rachel Zarem.
Nouhan said their philosophy is to "be the best you can
be," even as the "goal is to win."
The team is practicing three
hours- a day, six days a week in
advance of the regional competition, which is Saturday, Jan.
21, at Churchill. That will be
followed by the state competition on Sunday, Feb. 12, at
Eastern Michigan University.
Vickie Middleton, assistant
coach, said this year's team is
determined to win. "They seem
to work very well together," she
said. "They clicked right from
camp and pushed each other."
Nouhan, who's been coaching for 21 years, agreed: "They
work hard, and they're dedicated. I love working with the
kids. For me, as a coach, I try
to never forget what it's like to
be a kid."
-By Stephanie A. Casola

A story in Sunday's edition of
The Westland Observer incorrectly listed a phone number
for artist Kelly Darke, a
Westland woman whose work
is shown in such places as
Orchard Lake Framing &
Gallery in West Bloomfield.
Her phone number is (734)
502-7920.
Memorial & Honor Dept.
501 St Jude Place
Memphis, TN 38105
1.800.873.6983
www.stju4e.org/tributej
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PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Uvonia Churchill Pom Pon squad members Meghan Murzin (left to right, standing), Amber Devlin, Brittany Wood, Katie
Sedgewick, (left to right, front) Rachel Zarem, Amanda Garza and Christine Miller, perform during half-time at the
recent Churchill Varsity Basketball game.
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Cecile Bak
Bak, 78, died Jan. 10.
David Paul Barnett
Barnett, 45, of Westland, died Jan. 9.
Dlanne Bradley
Bradley, 55, of Livonia, died Jan. 6.
H
Ruth J. Holland
Holland, 81, of Westland, died Jan.,13.
L
Anna Londeau
Londeau, 83, of Westland, died Jan. 12.
R
Sandy Ricnert
Richertdied Jan.7.
S
James F. Schuneman
Schuneman, 64, of Houghton Lake,
formerly of Oakland Township, died
Jan. 14.

Bank.
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.*
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For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, Complete paid obituaries can be found inside today's
newspaper in Passages on page C6.

Frances F. Shettel
Shettel, 78, of Bloomfield Hills, died
Jan. 14.

Erika G. Slzemore
Sizemore, 64, died Jan. 9.
James "Bernard" Smith
Smith, 84, of Redford, died Jan. 7.
Lisa Ann Smith
Smith, 43, of Northville, died Jan. 9.
T
Mufid A. Tuksal
Tuksal, 86, died Jan. 5.
W
Carol Wayland
Wayiand, 42, of Sylvan Lake, formerly
ofClawson.diedJan.10.
David M. Watt
Watt, 36, of Hudson, Fla„ formerly of
Livonia, died Dec. 25.
Barbara J. Weidemann
Weidemann, 80, of Rochester, died
Jan. 11.
Thomas Daniel Wtiidden Jr.
Whidden, 37, of Westland, died Jan. 3.

In Memory of

St. Jude Children's
Research Hospital

Max McKmney

"Annual Percentage Yields as of 1/11/06. Rates subject to change without notice,
balance to open an account and obtain the stated APY is $600. Rates apply to i
than 5100,000. A penalty may be imposed for a withdrawal prior to maturity. Ceti'ifica
automatically renew at maturity at the then-current rate tor the same term.

May 20,1906 - January 17,1951

STATE FARM BANK • HOME OFFICE' BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS • statefarm com"

Pfease recycle this newspaper
September 5,1902 - January 25,2002

Remembering the love and the many
wonderful, "growing~up" moments of
life we shared with them.
Nancy (McKinney) and Jeny Peters and Children
Max and Marilyn McKinney and Children
Gene McKinney and Children
Phil and Mary McKinney and Children
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11-Month Certificate of Deposit

4.00

Now Save on Nichols & Stone
During Our Annual Factory Sale!
The American Furniture Tradition Since 1857

4-Month Certificate of Deposit
Federally insured by NCUA

W

S i n c e 1333

Walker/fluzenbetg
fine furniture

240 N. Main St. •PLYMOUTH • (734)459-1300
M o n . , T h u r s . , Fri. 10-9 • Tixes., W e d . , Sat. 10-6 • S u n . 1-5
O n Nichols & Stone Purchase Only. Financing With Credit Approval.
Sale e n d s 2/6/06 • w w w . w a l k e r b u z e n b e r g . c o m

hen I left my bank for Community Choicer
Credit Union, it was to get better treatment.

.Little did I realize I'd also earn more interest on my
CDs. So, if you want great rates and one-on-one

1-877-243-2528

service, remember: the choice can be yours.
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Livonia • Redford
New branch at Ann Arbor Trail
and Wayne Road now open
Internet Banking ,

Loans

,

Mortgage*

www.communitychoicecu.org
—ha*4,

NCUA

T h e Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of date of publication and is
subject to change. APY available only for Direct Choice Checking or Premium
Checking account holders, otherwise rate is reduced by 1 /4%, Minimum
balance of $500 is required. Penalty for early withdrawal. Other terms available.

.Online Bill Payment

COMMUNITY
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The Choice Can Be Yours.
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question: What would MLK think!
BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSl
CORRESPONDENT

What would Martin Luther King Jr. say
about the injustices that still exist throughout the world?
That's the question Benny Napoleon,
retired Detroit police chief, posed at
Annapolis Park Church of Christ in
Westland Monday where 3 0 0 people who
gathered to remember the birthday of the
slain civil rights leader.
TOM HAWLEVI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
It was the eighth annual celebration presented by the City ofWestland commemoXavier Edwards, a third-grader a t Kettering Elementary, shows o f f his winning
rating King and his message of peaceful
poster.
resistance and his dream of a color blind
society.
Awrey Bakeries in Livonia and Westland's
Meijer donated refreshments for the program which included a flag' ceremony by the
John Glenn High School Junior ROTC.
Annapolis Park Church of Christ pastor
the Rev. Terrance McClain challenged listeners to take up King's gauntlet "as we
work toward genuine brotherhood not only
BY DIANE GALE ANDREASSl
Westland Mall.
in the community, but the world."
CORRESPONDENT
The second-place winner
was Shanaye Moore, an eighthNapoleon recalled "vivid memories of my
grade student at Adams
family's annual pilgrimage to southwest
Xavier Edwards, a third- .
PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER' Middle School and the thirdTennessee traveling main highways and
grade student at Kettering
place
winner
was
Brandon
back
roads
where
we
could
stop
at
some
Elementary School in
O'Sullivan, a 12th-grade stulocations and not at others."
Westland, says it felt great t o
Members of t h e John Glenn Junior ROTC - Sequandre Williams ( f r o m r i g h t ) w i t h t h e Polish flag, Logan
dent at J o h n Glenn High
win a citywide poster contest
Chaston, United Kingdom, Christina Denapoli, Ethiopia, and B r i t t a n e y Tate, Uganda - carried t h e flags o f
"Gas stations that would fill u p your car,
School.
honoring Martin Luther King
countries f o r t h e city's Martin Luther King Jr. program.
but not allow you in the adjacent store or
Jr., b u t he wasn't really worried
They each won $25 mall gift restaurant," said Napoleon, who has a law
about getting recognition.
practice and is a private contractor with
added.
certificates.
Wayne County for Homeland Security.
But is that happening?
With the same humility
Moore's poster was titled, "I
"Restrooms that you could not use no matAccording to Napoleon, in many cities
exemplified by King throughHave a Dream"
ter how much the urgency. Drinking founacross America, only 20 to 3 0 percent of
t
out his social activism, the 8"He wanted freedom for
tains, laundromats, schools, restaurants,
African Americans vote. H e added that th$ •*
year-old Edwards said: "If I
everyone t o go to t h e same
grocery stores for whites only.
City of Detroit school system is more than -'
didn't win I would still be
school," the 13-year-old
90 percent African American and 80 per- *
happy, because I did something Westland resident said.
"Out of this anguish and despair, a movecent of those students live below the poverty >
for Martin Luther King Jr."
ment began led by a young man who was
O'Sullivan said he respects
line.
small
in
stature
and
tall
in
courage
and
King
for
the
way
h
e
changed
Edwards' family went t o
commitment."
the way people interact.
What would Dr. King say?
Atlanta, Ga., two summers ago
to see the home King was b o r n
"I think h e would say, 'Why are little black
"He made a big difference in
Napoleon, however, questioned how
in, the church King and his
children still living on a lonely island of
how everyday life is handled much has really changed as a result of King's
father preached at and other
poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of matenot just integration, but attistruggles?
landmarks.
rial prosperity?"' Napoleon said. "I believe"
tudes people have toward
Darlene Mungo of Canton, a member of t h e ,
"What would Dr. King say about the state
Dr. King would w a n t freedom to ring from things that aren't exactly what
Annapolis Park Church of Christ PUSH Choir,
of this great nation today?" he asked.
His poster, titled
the blood-soaked streets of Mogadishu,
they are," O'Sullivan said. "It
p e r f o r m s a musical selection during t h e program.
"Remembering Martin L u t h e r
Napoleon described King as a humble
Somalia; freedom to ring from the riot torn
set the path to make things
King Jr., included pictures
man who would deflect the idea of a nationslums of Paris, France; freedom to ring from
more accessible. He helped a
from that pilgrimage.
al holiday in his honor, a holiday that only
laws, but you can't change people's hearts,
the ethic uprising in Rwanda, and freedom
lot
in
the
area
of
self-expres23
percent
of
Americans
celebrate.
unless
you
accept
Christ
in
your
life."
"We just want to make sure
to ring from the war-ravished streets of
sion"
Napoleon pointed out that King "gave his
our kids are socially aware of
Charles Burnley, a Westland resident and
Baghdad, Iraq.
what happened and if you take
member of the church, called the statistic
life for the struggle of equal justice for all
This year 25 entries were
"Let freedom ring"
them there, it means so m u c h
disheartening.
Americans, but questioned how much has
submitted to the poster conmore to t h e m than reading it
Westland Mayor Sandra A. Cicirelli ended
test, sponsored by WLND
the world changed because of his struggles.
"I think he would have said that it is a sad
in a book," explained his moththe ceremony challenging the people in the Community Media, Westland's day that more black people can't particiIn the eyes of Dominique Williams, an 8er, Yvonne Edwards, a social
audience: "We can't let the dream die. He
cable government access chan- pate," said Burnley, 60.
year-old student at Elliott Elementary
studies teacher at Riverside
will catapult us to accept challenges before^ '
nel.
School in Westland, King is simply "a hero."
His wife, Ollie Burnley, 63, said blacks
Middle School in Dearborn
"I think it's such an imporhave come a long way since King's day, "but
"He's a hero, because h e wants to get black us to m a k e our world a better place to live
Heights.
in."
tant event," said Craig
we have a lbng way to go. You can legislate
people and white people to get along," she
Welkenbach,
cable
TV
director.
His father, Scott Edwards,
"You have to see what kids
also is a social studies teacher
think and get them involved in
at South Redford's Pierce
his legacy. It starts with the
Middle School.
JRoccu Di SodoneL
kids."
"My husband is biracial - his
*"
Chianti2003
m o m is white and his d a d is
black and Xavier says, I f it
wasn't for Dr. King I wouldn't
be alive,' because we wouldn't,
This is a wonderfully
balanced wine, i'he vanilla
by law, b e married," said his
and cherry notes in the nose
mother. "Xavier is very proud
folhu' throi'sb i»*f> th»
Westland, MI - According to a recently released back pain
of being part Africanflavor, / " • i :iii
relief report, most back pain sufferers have no idea how to
American. I think Xavier is a
J n l / l >H . | .,
eliminate their pain. Some use heat, others ice. From
special kid where he is socially
" i 1 a I'M
sleeping
on
the
floor,
to
pillows
underneath
the
legs,
back
conscious of what is going on
pain relief techniques very. But thanks to a free report, local
in the world. He knows so
back pain sufferers finally know exactly what to do. To get a
much about life it amazes me.
copy of the free "Back Pain Relief Report", call toll-free,
"I think it's neat that at this
1 - 8 8 8 - 7 4 4 - 2 2 2 5 . {Toll-free, 24 hour recorded message)
age h e knows how special Dr.
O£08404667
King is."
W h a t does King m e a n t o
Xavier?
"He means a lot of things to
me," he said. "He brought freeTuesday, January 24, 2006
dom to black people."
Elementary/Middle School Information Meeting 6:30-7:30 p.m.
The first-place award includCalifornia
Texas
California
ed a $50 gift certificate t o
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Preschool-Grade 8
Oranges
e d Grapefruil
Hearts
Low
student/teacher
ratios
- OUT
THII
Caring, dedicated staff
1
Academic achievement
18 oz. p k g .
Character development
-rPi
8 lb. bag
5 lb. b a g
Foreign language, art, music
Physical education, technology
^
George Duboeuf
George Duboeuf
lutin Belletoile
'1 Before & after school care
Cabernet Sauvignon 200:
Triple
Summer programs
Chardonnay 2003
Creme
FREC " ^ i T . v r T S

Jm's January Specials!
Florida
DriscolPs

O p e n House

2.49

$

i^

O

(t34)525-l930
Out 31st Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
891SM!D1'|"»-LL
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Strawberries
$

&30-&30 pm

.
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- . VONIA

34 years of excellence

Dearborn Heights Montessori Center

3.99 iv^poi *2.99

5.99

7.89

7S0mL,
This is a light-medium bodied
wine. No oak. This Let's the
fruit notes shine.

lb.

Ripened French
Cheese mild, hone
like flavor.

*5.99 750 ml,
This wine features plum &
cherry notes and a very soft
tannin on the finish.

466 N. John Daly, Dearborn Hts. Call (313) 3 5 9 - 3 0 0 0
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Kitchen
Basics

Maria
Muenster

4

$

7*5.0

4.59

lb.
Mild Soft Cheese, Good"
Melting capabilities
Chunk Only!

3 2 oz. $2.50 e a c h

New!

;T. M a r z e t t i ' s
Dressings

$

2.99

each

15 Fl. oz. J a r

• . * *

Byrd's Choice Meats!
Breakfast Bacon
Homemade Buck Sausage
Fresh Sliced Ham Steaks
Choice New York Strips
Hot or Sweet Italian Sausage

Please make plans to attend a free

33066 W. Seven Mile • Livonia 248-478-8680
Prices Good Thru Sunday, January 22,2006

Epilepsy and VNS Therapy
Patient Education Program

Come into Joes
for a wide selection of fresh fruits and
vegetables hand picked by Joe! Joe's also offers
t a variety of domestic and imported wines &
cheese. A Grocery, Bulk Food and Fresh Roasted*
Coffee Dept. Don't see what you want? Just ask
any of Our Staff! We'll be Glad to Assist You!
P r i c e s Good T h r o u g h J a n u a r y 22, 2006

Thursday, January 26, 2006
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm
Holiday Inn
17123 North Laurel Park Drive
Livonia, Michigan
For directions please call (734) 464-1 300

Kari

To register,
please
call
Sokolow
at (800) 332-1375, ext
For more information on VNS Therapy
visit
www.VNSTherapy.com

;

$4.29 lb.
$1.89 lb.
—......$3;98 lb.
$9.89 lb.
.$3.19 lb.

Joe's Produce
7293

33152 W. Seven Mile • Livonia, MI 48152
iUoesproduce.com (248)477-4333
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BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STAFF WRITER

The automotive world, from
the oldest names in the industry to the first offering from a
Chinese automaker, is on display.at Cobo Hall this week
arid open to the public.
Some go to see cars they'll
never be able to own — the
Mercedes McLaren edition
comes in for just under
$500,000 — and some go to
see cars that will never be
available to anyone — the
Nissan Urge concept car is not
slated for production.
But others go to the North
American International Auto
Show to shop without pressure. To walk around, sit in
and kick the tires of cars
they're seriously considering
buying for themselves.
Michael Gruskin of West
Blbomfield came to see the
automakers' new cars and
scope out the concept cars^He
was particularly intereis|V|'|o
see if the domestics were up to
snuff.

"I wanted to see if the
American cars were competitive with the foreign brands,"
Gruskin said. "I think there are
a lot of good products coming
out of GM and Ford. The
hybrids look good."
Nicholas Pierson of Canton
was there to see if the redesign
of the Camaro stood up to the
muscle cars he grew up with.
He was also using the Auto
Show as an opportunity to look
at the companies' new cars
without pressure.
"I'm going to be shopping
within the next year and I'm
looking at what I want without
having to deal with a salesman," he said.
A lot of people at the Auto
Show were there doing just the
same thing. The largest auto
showroom in Michigan was
filled with people feeling the
seats and smelling the new car
smell without someone
haranguing them about incentives and financing.
This group includes even
those who don't have to talk to
a single salesman.

Plymouth resident Jon Maples and his son, Sam, are shopping for a vehicle to
replace one coming off-lease. Dad leans toward a Jeep Liberty diese! and son
(ikes the hybrid Lexus SUV.

34224 MICHIGAN AVE.

"I really like the (Pontiac)
Solstice, but that's not a family
car, it's just fun," said Lake
Orion resident Cindy
McDonald. She was there with
her husband, Jeff, a GM
employee who gets to order
his cars rather than shop for
them. "I'm looking at the
(Pontiac) G6."
Despite never having to deal
with the traditional showroom, Jeff McDonald said the
show gives him a chance to sit
in all of the cars available to
him at once and see what they
feel like, something you can't
do with a catalog in your
office.
Jon Maples of Canton and
his son, Sam, were at the show
looking for SUVs. Gas mileage
was going to be a major point
in the deliberations. Dad liked
the Jeep Liberty diesels. son
was leaning toward the Lexus
hybrids.
I'm looking for a small tp
midsize SUV,'' Sam said, "j^ti
going to have to pay for mj%
own gas."
Jon said he was looking for
something th at was both environmentally sensitive as well. •
as fuel efficient. W i t i t | ^ e ; | ^ | ^
sion to purchase c o m t ^ I ' ^ " " "
this year, the (kl'her and soil
team had a lot more looking to
do.
"It's nice to see all the vehicles at once," Jon,Maples said.
"The Ford Edge and.the (Jeep)
Compass is nice."
"I like the Camaro, the
Corvette, the Tahoe and the
Hummer," said Sunday Dwyre
of Waterford. "We might be
shopping for a new Tahoe in
the future. My husband works
for GM and we don't know if
he'll have a job in the future."
Gene Roberts works for
Pontiac at a facility near his
home in Wheeling, West
Virginia. He's been coining to
NAIAS for years. It's a tradition.
"This in the only auto show
I go to," he said. "If they stop

PHOTOS BY 8FIL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Michael Jopps works the auto show as a product representative for GM's Saturn. He's from Plymouth.,

having it here I won't go to
another. This is a good place
to came and see the competit i o n "::;•:.,•,

i - ^ ^ ^ ^ i n g from exhibit to
Qxm$iymie sounds of a hundred pitchmen waft about
extolling the virtues of this
braking system or that cabin
configuration. One of those
voices belongs to Michael
Jopps of Plymouth, he works
at the Saturn exhibit promoting the Skye and Aura — both
cars will be on the streets this
year.
"People have a lot of questions; when will the cars be
released, will there be a waiting list, how many will be at
the dealership," he said. "For
the most part people are nice,
though some people get upset
if you don't have enough literature set out."
Jopps has worked at the
Auto Show before, getting the
connection through a local
modeling agency.

ADVERTISEMENT

VISA

DEARBORN, M i - W i t h o u t a
doubt, the best used car sale to
be held in Metro Detroit will be
this Monday. January 16th
through Friday, January 20th at
Village Ford located at 23535
ichigan Ave. in Dearborn (2
blocks east of Telegraph). Over
100 quality used car, trucks,
and SUV's will be offered at
rock bottom prices.
According to Sales Manager
John Cunningham, Village Ford
offers all high quality vehicles
and this sale will be no
exception. In the past twentyfive years, Village has instituted
policies and procedures toward
commitment to long-term
customer satisfaction that has
resulted in increased sales and
customer satisfaction.
The reason for a sale of this
magnitude is a simple rule of
economy: Volume. By selling at
a smaller margin, everybody is
a winner. Many vehicles are
iess than four years old and

have under 40,000 miles. The
majority of these vehicles are
certified which means they
come with the balance of the
new car warranty, as well as, 6
years 75,000 Ford powertrain
from the in-service date.
Our finance experts will be on
site during this event. Village
Ford is sure to get you done as
long as you have sufficient
provable income. Be sure to
bring your current driver's
license, payroll stub and phone
bill. No finance application, will
be refused. Trade-ins welcome
So, if you are in the market for
a quality used car, truck or
SUV, make sure you stop by
Village Ford and receive the
most pleasant car buying
experience of your life. Sales
hours will be: Monday and
Thursday 9-9; Tuesday,
Wednesday & Friday, 9-6.
\
Please direct all p hone
<
inquiries to Charles
\
(313)565-5991.
\
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Save
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Over 30,000 Playthings • Comenieftt Parking

Step at Yar Gcrmntfrcei

3947 W 12 Mile Berkley
248-543-3115
Mon-Wed 10-5-30 Thu 10-8:30,

In-stock items Pre\fous

Sgia cics i,25 C6
„_
u
excluded Carre ccmbre offers

F n & S a t 10-5-30
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Herniated Disc Technology 1
Discovered by NASA Scientists
Ann Arbor - A new free report has recently beeh released that
reveals how breakthrough medical technology is offering i ;w
hope for sciatica sufferers. Discover how research; has proven n nsurgical decompression 86% successful in treating debilitating t tck
pain Find out how NASA's ^accidental discovery Jed to the n ysi
promising treatment today.'For your free reportrentitled, "E re$j;
Space Age Technology Is Solving Back Pain Vfithout Drugs $$[
Surgery!" Call 1-800-293-9595 for tJhe toll-iree recorded mess; ;e
Supplies are limited - call now. If phone line! are busy, v it;
www.freedisaeport-4u.com
-\
OEOS4C OSri

&m

3

m^>w%

i^^ywwsv^w^

Srtbhttim

mmw\
27601 SouthfleldRoad
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• 3 A V E MONEY!!

v

'V-ij.

^ r / ^ O
•

100% Guarantee

• Convenient Drop
Boxes
• Superior Quality
• FREE Pick-up & Delivery lor
Business Accounts
• No Watting—Most Remaruif&tured Irityej
Cartridges immediately available

Initial Purchase

it

Livonia
17394 Haggerty Road
p:734.464,4466

f

Troy

a n / carlrldge purchase wirti (hi* coupon.

5381 Crooks Road
p:248.641.3020

R a p i d Refill I n k

OE0S«D'334

J

« . « . « ) M|

-KA-

LOCAL NEWS

www.hatnetownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 19,2006

(W)

K •%,

SMITH

on a regional transportation
panel that studied bus issues for
FROM PAGE AT
the elderly and handicapped.
"She was a neighbor of mine
government, and shejnever apol- for o*sr SO years" said Reasther
ogized for it," Graun&adt said.
E™1"?!;, the southeast home"She Was inspiring tetany citizen ?Wnev group's area representa•wm> ever thought thjfy didn't
tive. "She will be missedin our
have a right to speallup, becavj^' community and in our city."
she certainly did spelik up." /
A SOFTER SIDE
"It's a great loss to ^ r c i t y "
Mayor Sandra C^relli said.'
While Mrs. Smith could be
"Mrs. Smith $jg someone who
demanding of city officials, she
truly cejredjbottt the city of
had a softer, humble, humorous
Westlara, she had decades of
nature that was embraced by
atje^nc^ a t council meetings,
those who knew her privately.
and she often made comments
"I just have wonderful memothat made you stop and think
ries of her" Graunstadt said. ',
about other sides of the issue."
"She shared some holiday meals
with me and my family. She
Mrs. Smith grew up on
watched my girls grow up and
Hastings Street in Detroit. She
was very encouraging of my
had a love for music arid
political career."
received her bachelor of science
Graunstadt recalled how Mrs.
degree in music education from
Smith loved traveling, music, old
Wayne StatJe University*, She
movies, African-American spiriearned her master's degree in
tual songs and real Christmas
humanities jfrom WSU, ydth
trees. Graunstadt's family helped
minors in art history and
Mrs. Smith get a tree one year,
Russian studies.
"and she played Christmas car"She spoke fluent Russian,"
her son said, "and she studied ; ols on her piano."
Mrs. Smith welcomed friends
Russian composers as part of (
with a smile to her home on
her education."
Julius Boulevard. 'You could go
Mrs. Smith, a divorcee since
over to her house, and if she only
the 1970s, loved music and
had a cup of tea and a cracker,
taught it at Wayne State
she would put it on her best
University and Michigan '
L theran College in Detroit. She plate," Graunstadt said.
For many years, Mrs. Smith
traveled to Russia in the i960s,
used her old-fashioned typeand she, once told the Observer
how;she made the trip with little writer to compile a newsletter,
the Westland Citizens Chronicle,
money and how local families
that she sold at minimal cost.
welcomed her into their homes.
Inside each publication, she
In her own home, Mrs. Smith
would award a rose to someone
always pushed her son and her
who did a good deed and a
daughter, Pamela Smith, to
achieve. Williandres Smith Jr. is thorn to someone, often a politician, who put self-interest above
a Microsoft consultant and forthe greater good. The newsletter
mer auto industry engineer;
contained little drawings of a
Pamela Smith is a professional
rose and a thorn.
singer in New York, where she
Graunstadt suggested doing
has performed in operas and
in this story what Mrs. Smith
with symphony orchestras.
"My mother worked very hard did for others. Said Graunstadt:
"A rose to Dorothy Smith."
to achieve all of her life," her son
Services will be at 11 a.m.
said. "She instilled that into Jier
Tuesday, Jan. 24, at Chapel of
family. We were taught to e^cel
the Chimes funeral home, 4670
and to be the best that we could
S. Inkster Road, Westland.
be."
Visitation
will be 1-7 p.m.
Mrs. Smith formerly served
Monday, Jan. 23.
on the city's Economic
Other than her two children,
Development Advisory
Mrs. Smith also is survived by
Commission and the
Community Development Block two grandchildren, Jennifer
Grant Advisory Committee.- She Nicole Smith and Vincent
Raphael Smith.
served a term as vice president
of the Southeast Westland
rJclem@fiometownlife.com I (734) 953-2110
Homeowners Association, and

1DOO A n y t i m e Minutes
UNUMlTfeD Night 8t W e e k e n d M i n u t e s
FREE M o b i l e t o M o b i l e
FREE L o n g Distance* & Roaming

My bank offered me free checking:
big deal.
" M Y FREE CHECKING AT COMMUNITY CHOICE
COMES WITH A BONUS THEY CAN'T MATCH/'
"It seems that every bank under the sun is offering
free checking today. So does my credit union:
Community Choice. But I get something else that
banks can't offer. I'm not just a "customer" I'm a
"member" - one of the owners of my credit
union. As a not-for-profit organization,
Community Choice Credit Union returns all
excess income to me and other members
through these benefits:
• higher returns on deposits
• lower loan rates
• lower fees
Getting free checking is nice. But getting free
checking with a bonus is nicer. Remember:
the choice can be yours and anyone can join.

Linda Cooper, Community Choice Member, on her soapbox about financial institutions.,'

v

Checking

Financial Planning

"MoKday-Friday 9am to 8pm
Saturday 9am to 6pm • Sunday 12pm to 5pm

Mortgages

Internet Banking

Online Bill Payment

1-877-243-2528
EQIML HOUSING LEMDEft

www.communitychoicecu.org
Livonia • Redford
New branch at Ann Arbor Trail and Wayne Road now open.

> FREE Night & Weekend Minutes
• FflEE Long Distance
• Add $5 for Unlimited Mobile To Mobile
m> *K1&^£S& I ' u i M m n

www.wirelesstoyz.com

A

The choice can be yours

* Unlimited Night & Weekend Minutes
* Unlimited National lrt-€alfing
* Unlimited National Long Distance
& Roaming
^g£Stf»
« ^ » « ! » f'v" M< fi-h
VJtelrtOwii* !1?9am$u.i

•
•
•
•

COMM.UN1T.V-

GH0ICE
r w ; n i T ^ rMin'M

1200 Anytime Minutes
UNLIMITED Night & Weekend Minutes
FREE Long Distance
UNLIMITED Walkie Talkie Minutes
P f M«ml!

GARDEN CITY

WESTLAND

30406 Ford Read
at Henry Ruff Between
Merriman and Middlebelt

31250 Ann Arbor Trail
at Merriman
in the northeast corner

(734)261-0000

6. *
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(734)421-1010 SI,:
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©2005 Wireless Toyt All Rights Reserved Phoneprices may be before or after mail in or instant rebate All pricing and promotional offersare subject to change without notice Each sotre is independently owned and operated Restrictions apply credit approval required We will moat or beat any competitors price See store for details All promotions are tor new activations only Offers good while supplies last N o t ' i
responsible tor printer errors. Prloss may or may not reflect purchasa ol Wireless Toyi brand Aocassory of S29.99 or higher. NO MORE ACTIVATION FEES is a Wireless Toyz exclusive promotion and Is not assoclatwl with any celfular earners rJot available in all markets Verizon -Our Surcharges (Irtcl 2 1 3 % Federal Universal Service (vanes quarterly), 5« Regulatory & >10( Administrative/I me/mo 8 others by area; at£
not taxes (details: 1-8SB-684-1B88); gov'ttaxes and our surcharges couldadd 6% fo35% to yourbill. Activation fee/1ine$35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan lines with a-yrAgreements)". IMPOFiTANTCOKSUMER INFORMATION: Subjeotto Customer Agreement, CSIIIno Plan, Gatit Now ABresments, renatetorm and creditaoproval. S1^termirtationfee,d5f/mln afterallowance. otrierchargas & restrictions.
Usage rounded to next full minute. Offers and coverage not available everywhere, America's Choice coverage area covers 291 million people. Network details, coverage limitations & maps at veriionwlreless.com. Nights 9:01 pm- 6:59 am M-F. Rebate takes 8-10 weeks. Limited time offer, ©2005 Verizon Wireless, T-Mntille T-Mphile is a registered trademarkbfDairtscheTelekomAG.©2(]05T-MobllellSA, Inc. Buy *
One, Get OnafreB Offer: Requires new activation. Except for online purchases, buy, one, set one offer requires a trail data service subsorlpllon ($10-S20/monfn) perphone. Data service is free forone month, aflerwhich monthly charge will apply unless canceled durlnstrial period by«alling customer service at 300-SPRINT1. Sprint Fair 4 Flexible Pians: Two-yearServlce agreament required. Includes 30[^anytIme^,
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OUR VIEWS

Have your say

meeting
Friday, state Sen. Laura Toy, R-Livonia, will hold a
town hall meeting at the Bailey Recreation Center in
Westland about water rates.
It's an opportunity for residents and local officials alike
to speak their minds about what they pay for water, especially now when it seems the cost of bare essentials, like
water, are escalating faster than a Saturn rocket on its
way into space.
Because the meeting is being held in Westland, it doesn't mean it's just for Westland residents. It's for anyone
and everyone who lives in Toy's 6th District.
Some cities, like Garden City, have been hit with sticker
shock. The water board has proposed boosting rates by
19.3 percent. It's outrageous when compared to the modest 6-percent increase neighboring Westland faces.
City officials are already voicing their objections, and
while speaking up may not help, it can't hurt. After all, it
is the squeaky wheel that gets oiled.
Toy has called the Detroit Water Board's rate setting as
taxation without representation. While we don't recommend taking tea bags to the town hall meeting, we do
encourage residents to participate. The time might not be
the best, but those who can be there should be go.
The meeting comes on the heels of her introduction of
legislation t h a t , if approved, would regionalize t h e
Detroit Water Board, which determines what communities will pay for their water.
tt's not the first time Toy has tried to get suburban representation on the board. Similar legislation cleared both
state houses last year, only to be vetoed by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm, who said it was too divisive.
It's n o t often t h a t politicians ask what their constituents t h i n k , and people shouldn't squander this
opportunity.
And we encourage residents and local officials to consider taking their complaints to the water board's public
hearing Wednesday, Jan. 25. It may not sway them to
change the rates, but at least residents can come away
knowing they tried.

Join Detroit's party
Are you ready for some football? Are you ready to party?
The biggest party of the year comes Sunday, Feb. 5, to
Ford Field.
The central city has spruced up and cleaned up. Detroit
and the suburbs are rolling out the red carpet to welcome
Super Bowl XL.
Last year 133.7 million viewers tuned in to Super Bowl
XXXIX. Every year the National Football League championship is the most watched event on television. What
better opportunity is there to showcase our community,
garner some positive press and deflect some of the negative images that have attached themselves like barnacles
to the Motor City?
Local groups have been working long hours to make
this a Super Bowl to be remembered for all the right reasons. Beginning this week, numerous events are planned
to get everyone involved throughout the metro area.
Concerts will spotlight Detroit's rich contribution to
American music. Local restaurants will be serving up
their finest cuisine. And numerous charity events will
combine a good time with a good cause, showing off the
region's big heart.
Area hotels and motels will be full with media representatives, corporate leaders and sports and show business celebrities, as well as fans lucky enough to have tickets to the big game. They may come to the city with some
preconceived negatives notions, but local organizers hope
they leave the city with the positive message that Detroit
is a great place to party and a great place to live.
But Super Bowl XL is also an opportunity for suburban
residents to reconnect with the central city, so take the
plunge and enjoy all of what this event has to offer. In
addition to the big game, the Motown Winter Blast will
run Feb. 2-5 with a variety of cold weather fun and entertainment free for the whole family throughout the downt o w n a r e a . T h e N F L Experience, Feb. 1-5 at Cobo
Conference Center, is being described as a "football fan's
playground" with 750,000 square feet of exhibits and
interactive games at $15 for adults and $10 for children
under 12.
Super Bowl XL will bring some much-needed revenue
into the area. But more importantly, it will give the world
and our community a chance to take another look at
Detroit.
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LETTERS
Helping the wounded
As supporters of the troops that are
currently serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan, last year Westland Mayor
Cicirelli, Councilman Bob Stottlemyer
and Veterans Haven and with the help of
many others put together a dinner-dance
at Burton Manor to raise money to assist
the returning wounded soldiers. More
than $50,000 was raised and split
between Veterans Haven and The
Wounded Warriors Project.
We have tried various avenues to locate
and offer assistance to these troops. I
have contacted the governor's office, generals at the Department of Veterans
Affairs for the state of Michigan and
individual National Guard Units.
We have tried to spread the word all
over the state of Michigan. Unfortunately,
if these agencies know the whereabouts
of our wounded troops, no one is doing
backflips to make them aware of the
immediate assistance we can offer to rectify a "genuine financial need."
A good friend of ours, Roger Kehrier,
state of Michigan senior vice commander
for the Military Order of the Purple
Heart, takes the responsibilities of his
position very seriously. He has spread the
word of what we offer to help vets all over
the state. If the NSOs (National Service
Officers) from the other veterans groups
would help spread the word, this would
prove to be a valuable service offered to
these troops that paid their dues.
We have helped some of these soldiers
with mortgage foreclosures, back
rent/utilities and gave a vehicle to one,
plus paid the costs of plates and insurance
for six months. This letter is not about us,
it is and always will be, about veterans.
To further highlight this, did you know:
I bet the ACLU loves this, on federal
property, God forbid. Every holiday season a Christmas wreath is placed at the
graves pf fallen heroes at Arlington
National Cemetery. Merrill Worcester of
the Worcester Wreath Co., Harrington,
Maine, donated 5,000 wreaths and has
been doing this since 1992. These
wreaths are placed at the head stone by
school kids from Maine that combine a
trip to Washington D.C., not only education, but patriotic as well.
Harrington is one of the poorest parts
of Maine. If you would like to thank Mr.
Worcester for his kindness, he can be
contacted at (207) 483-6502.
That Bennett Levin (a self-made millionairefromPhilly) and his wife, Vivian, felt so
bad at Christmas, hearing stories on the radio
about our troops being killed and wounded,
he came up with a "great present"forthe
wounded at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center and Bethesda Naval Hospital.
Bennett has three luxury railroad cars.
He contacted some other railroad enthusiast he knows that loaned their rail cars
for this mission. He made all the contacts needed for a round trip with
Conrail and Amtrak to get "The Liberty
Limited" off and running.
This man transported 88 troops and
guests to the Army/Navy game Dec. 3,
complete with seats on the 50-yard line
and gourmet meals in the hospitality
suite at the stadium. Why did he do this?

Bennett said, "We have to show them
that we care."
This is Americanism at itsfinest.You
may not agree with the war, but we must
support the troops that are fighting for us.
Vince Berna
. president, Veterans Haven

Protect our Great Lakes
I was appalled to learn that Michigan,
The Great Lakes State, is the only one of
the Great Lakes states that does not have
laws limiting how much water can be
removed from our lakes, rivers, streams
and other water resources. How can we
expect to remain The Great Lakes State, if
we do not protect that valuable resource?
I have enjoyed camping and canoeing on
and near the lakes all of my life. It disturbs
me that my children may not have that
same opportunity, if we are not careful.
I urge all Michigan residents to
demand that laws be made to protect our
water. If we're not willing to make the
effort, who is?
Virginia Casey
Westland

Not another Wal-Mart
I am writing to youtodayon an issue that
deeply concerns me. I have lived here in the
Livonia/Wesdand area all of my life, and I
have a great deal of respectformy community. I, therefore, take very seriously the actions
that are taken here. I am absolutely not at
ease with the idea of another Wal-Mart filling
Wonderland Mall's current location.
Not only does a new Wal-Mart disregard
other local businesses, it can also lead
them to shut down. Wal-Mart's formation
is a serious threat to independently owned
businesses that cannot keep up with WalMart Super centers. It simply is not fair.
Not only this, but Wal-Mart's own
employees are not being treated fairly. I
recently learned in a movie, titled WalMart, The High Cost of Low Price, that
less than 45 percent of Wal-Mart's
employees have health insurance. The
benefits are too expensive for them.
In the same movie, I proceeded to
learn that Wal-Mart receives its products
from Chinese sweat shops, where people
are forced to endure tedious tasks forjess
than $3 a day. It simply is an outrage.
It continuously worries me that another
Wal-Mart is being produced in our area. It
promotes unfair business operatioris, inadequate benefits, as well as putting forth products mat were produced in slave-laboring
sweat shops. How anyone can patronize
them is beyond my comprehension.
Shannon Walsh
Westland

The gift of sight
The greatest gift you can give a loved
one is the gift of sight! As one of 283
EyeCare American Seniors EyeCare
Program volunteer ophthalmologists
here in Michigan I have experience firsthand providing a simple, medical eye
exam can preserve sight.
The EyeCare American Seniors EyeCare
Program is designed for seniors, age 65
and older, who have not seen an ophthal-

mologist (a medical eye doctor) in three or
more years. Eligible patients will be
matched with a nearby volunteer ophthalmologist. Seniors receive a comprehensive
medical eye examination and up to one
year of care for any disease diagnosed dur-*
ing the initial visit at no out-of-pocket cost.
As program volunteers, we have agreed
to waive Medicare or other insurance copayments and unmet deductibles.
Seniors without insurance receive care at
no charge. Here in Michigan, 11,522 have
been served through EyeCare America.
Call the Seniors EyeCare Program
helpline, (800) 222-EYES (3937) for free
eye care information or to see if you or
someone you love may qualify for medical
eye care at no out-of-pocket cost. There
are more than 7,500 EyeCare America
volunteer ophthalmologists in the U.S.
dedicated to serving their community.
EyeCare America is a public service
foundation of the American Academy of
Ophthalmology. The Seniors EyeCare
Program is co-sponsored by the Knights
Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. and Alcon.
I urge readers to take advantage of this
valuable program - and give the gift of
sight this holiday season by calling (800)
222-EYES (3937).
Roxanne Hakimzaden, M.D.
Rochester Hills

Lift restriction
Under intense consumer pressure, our lawmakers have reversed their position and now
allow direct shipments to consumers ofwine
by in-state and out-of-state wineries. But they
left acaveat in theirforthe Michigan
Wholesalers and Distributor Lobby.
They want to allow in-state wineries to
ship directly to restaurants and retailers.
This is a good thing, but prohibiting outof-state wineries from doing the same is
discriminatory and therefore unconstitutional. By restricting the ability of out-ofstate wineries to do the same, violate the
dormant Commerce Clause of the
Constitution as in Healds vs. Granholm.
Attorney General Cox is aware of this ,
and should be working for the general
public and not the distributors. Simply
remove the ban and restrictions and let
the competition begin.
Gordon Hartunian
Orchard Lake

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters Se 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, spice and
content.
Mail:
Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, Ml 48150
Fax:
(734) 591-7279
E-mail:
smason@hometownlife.com

QUOTABLE
"It takes away the options for exploring high school when high school should be a time for exploring. Students who like
art and marketing will lose out because they have less options."
- Wayne-Westland school board trustee Steve Becher, about the state's Michigan Merit Curriculum for high school
students
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doesn't talk, it swears, Take action: Plight of
in both Lansing and Washington workers no less of a tragedy

T

here are three things to say about the Jack
Abramoff corruption case that is convulsing
Washington:
• First, despite all the various near-bribery
and influence peddling scandals that infest our
political system, this one isn't small beer. "People
down here are scared stiff and running for the
hills," one congressional staffer told me. Other
sources say as many as 60 representatives and
scores of staffers could ultimately be involved.
Abramoff has now pleaded guilty to fraud, tax
evasion and conspiracy, and the word is that he is
singing like a canary. If the extent of this is as
great as feared, this could become the biggest
scandal to engulf the Congress in more than a
generation.
**\
\
That's not surprising, given how
rf*
\
powerful and pervasive the system
* has become. The originator was
now-depcied (and privately huge; ly despised) House Majority
Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas.
He originated the "K Street
Project," a system in which lobbying
Phil
firms
(whose offices are largely
Power
located on Washington's K Street)
™™wm*™^^
were told they had to "pay to playT
i.e. contribute to Republican causes and hire exRepublican staffers in order to get access to lawmakers to make sure legislation was written their way.
Evidently, day-to-day tactics featured a close link
between DeLay's work to round up votes in the
House with lobbyist Abramoff's access to money
and perks. When DeLay found he needed to grease
the pitch for a tough vote, he'd call Abramoff and
— lo and behold! — the target member would
score a Super Bowl ticket or a trip to Vegas.
• Second, although the Michigan Legislature
certainly is second to none in vicious partisanship
and demonstrated ineffectuality, today's atmosphere in Lansing is not as corrupt as in
Washington... not quite.
A now-legendary story around Lansing has it
that a certain former speaker of the House once
shouted across the room at a lobbyist, "Hey! I got
your bill passed! Now where's my money?"
He may have been only kidding, but jaws
dropped at the embarrassingly explicit -— and
public — linkage between dough and law. Do not
delude yourself that ethical standards prevailing
in Lansing are more saintly than in Washington.
Lansing's a much smaller town and therefore
there's less money at stake?.
Moreover, Michigan's governor has a line-item
veto over appropriation items; if lobbyists can't
sneak expensive "earmarks" — legislatively required
appropriation items, i.e. "pork" — into bills, a big
motivation for corrupt pay-to-play has disappeared.
But aggressive lobbying and the equally aggressive and reciprocal pursuit of campaign contributions by Michigan legislators keep raising real
questions about the integrity of the entire process.
"Fund-raising has become a 24/7 exercise," one

Lansing lobbyist told me, "and both the politicians and the lobbyists find it's a real pain."
Partof the problem is the inevitable dynamic of a
term-limited Legislature, where newly elected lawmakers start raising money to run for higher (or
some other) office just as soon as they're sworn in.
So it's no surprise that as of last October,
according to the Michigan Campaign Finance
Network in Lansing, the state's top 150 political
action committees had already raised a third
more money for this year's elections than at the
same time before the 2004 vote.
• Third, Michigan's seemingly tight bribery
statute reveals a fUzzy area between bribery (a
criminal offense, requiring explicit agreement that
money is being paid in exchange for a vote or an
action) and mere influence peddling, mostly via
campaign contributions. Much of the time, special-interest groups contribute to legislators who
are predisposed to agree with them. That's OK.
But sometimes, a "contribution"— plus a wink,
a nod and a vote — comes awfully close to something criminal.
That's why a paragraph from The New York
Times on l'affair Abramoff raised so many eyebrows in Lansing: "There's a lot of talk coming
out of various quarters that the Justice
Department is going to pursue a different definition of bribery, meaning that if somebody were to
give a gift or a campaign contribution in the same
time period as a member took an official action,
that in and of itself would constitute bribery. ...
That sure scares the bejesus out of people."
Most people out of whom the bejesus is being
scared won't have heard of the famous 18th century Scottish philosopher David Hume. Too bad.
In a classic piece of analysis about what it really
means to say that some thing "causes" another,
Hume argued that the key issue was something
he called "constant conjunction."
That is, if A is always and everywhere followed
by B, it's conclusive to assert that A caused B. If a
campaign contribution always and everywhere is
followed by a specific vote... well, the contribution caused the vote. And that's bribery, in
Hume's analysis.
Alas, most insiders I talked with said they thought
neither the Justice Department nor the Michigan
attorney general's office would move in Hume's
direction. And virtually everybody thinks that as
long as elections are as expensive as they have
become, there is no way scandals like Abramoff's
won't keep cropping up from time to time.
A better system is have public financing for
elections, the way most industrial democracies in
Europe do it. Of course, who in Lansing would
want to vote for public funds in the public interest ... if that shuts down their local and parochial
money tree?
Phil Power is a longtime observer of politics, economics and
education issues in Michigan. He would be pleased to hear
from readers at ppower@ricnnet.com.
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ragic events like the West Virginia mine,
the Eurasian tsunami and Hurricane
Katrina have a way of gripping the hearts
and conscience of the nation. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to the victims of these natural disasters and all of the miners' families
who have been shattered by the loss of lives.
Yet, as I reflect on these tragic events and I
hear politicians calling for hearings, tougher
regulations, better safety and working conditions, I cannot help but think of the working
men and women whose livelihoods are being
snuffed out here in Michigan and other
industrial states by globalization and the
transformational shift in the
world economy. These workers, through no fault of their
own, are being tossed around
in a global blast.
Countless families will
^^ % /,
face financial ruin, and if past
^ A ""* fc£ economic catastrophes are
^ n . A Wm any predictor, there will be
loss of life and spirit with
increased heart attacks,
Watkins
strokes, suicides and mental
breakdowns. We must remember that these
economic fallouts are more than just statistics on some PowerPoint presentation - they
are someone's father, mother, sister or brother that is being impacted, along with their
families and communities. These causalities
are not as visible as the human drama that is
easily captured when sudden devastating
events hit - but the results are no less tragic.

For the workers at Delphi, GM, Ford and
the other hundreds of thousands of working men and women who have lost their
jobs, livelihood and hope the past few
years, their plight has been like a slow boil.
The impact these workers are experiencing
is not as immediate or sensational as the
gripping life and death situation being witnesses on the 24/7 news stations. However,
their plight is more like the frog placed in a
cold pot of water and slowly brought to a
boil - after 15, 20,30 years of honest labor
at the plants, these workers are told they
are cooked.
Where is the national outcry for the families impacted by globalization and loss of
decent middle class jobs? Where are the state
and national relief efforts to help ease the
pain and help the impacted families and
communities pummeled by the deindustrialization of Michigan and America? Where are
the demands for better safety precautions to
be put in place to prevent these upheavals?
Where is the national strategy to address
unfair trade agreements, intellectual piracy
and currency manipulation? Where are the
investments in job training and retraining

Let's be clear, the slow boil that is cooking
far too many working people and
evaporating good middle class jobs should^
be a wake-up call for us all. The world is
changing in dramatic ways and yesterday!*
answers will not help the impacted
i |
workers' families and communities build
necessary bridges to the future. What is
transpiring is a global transformational
shift that poses an enormous challenge
and will require leadership, creativity and
innovation to address.
y-'h
programs to help today's workers transition •
to the 21st century knowledge jobs?
"^
There were warning signs provided though".'
numerous safety violations that could have '
and should have foreshadowed the potential. •• '• •
for a tragic events in New Orleans and at the* '
West Virginia mine, if decision-makers were .r. ••
willing to open their eyes and see them.
Unless our leaders recognize the signs and , •••„.
understand that good working men and
f • .;
women are at risk and take action now,
^
another tragedy will surely unfold.
., t J
Does it really require that carnage be
H ~'~l
played out on national news on a continuous, 1;;
basis before efforts are begun to address the'", s
working man and woman's plight?
^
Where is the outrage demanding that our.s _.\
leaders actually lead and address these
^Cl
c
issues?
':t
Let's be clear, the slow boil that is cooking^
far too many working people and evaporating
good middle class jobs should be a wake-up;"?",
call for us all. The world is changing in dra- &\
matic ways and yesterday's answers will not *
help the impacted workers' families and communities build necessary bridges to the
'<
future. What is transpiring is a global trans-;: ;
formational shift that poses an enormous ~
challenge and will require leadership, creativity and innovation to address.
*-<•
Like the West Virginia mine operators, we,;'.,
have been warned a very serious problem lies, ,•
ahead and working men and women are at
risk. Will we heed the warning?
For working people everywhere, I certain^
hope so.
'4»f
Tom Watkins is an economic and educational consult; %
ant. He served as Michigan's Mental Health director J 1 *
(1986-90) and state superintendent of schools (2001- "*
05). He can be reached at tdwatkins@aol.com.

rates
every day.
CHECKING

For auto and home,
one insurance value
keeps getting better.
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SAVINGS
AAA is proud to announce our enhanced
auto coverage and our new, lower rates
on home insurance.

Not an introductory rate!

For a free quote contact an agent, visit
aaa.com/insurance or call 1-800-AAA-MICH.
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• CALL 1-877-579-5353 i VlSITwww.53.com
Visit our new locations in East Dearborn, Flint, White Lake, Rosevilie,
Sterling Heights, Bioomfield Hills, Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti.
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Fifth Third Bank

Working H a r d T o Be T h e Only Bank You'll Ever Need?

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 01 /15/06. Rate may change after account is opened. Fees may reduce
earnings. Minimum $50 deposit required to open a checking account. Accounts closed within 180 days of opening will
be charged $25. Returned check and overdraft fees apply to all checking accounts. Offer applies to new checking
accounts opened with money not on deposit at Fifth Third Bank. **Annual Percentage Yield (APY) accurate as of 01/15/06.
Rate may change after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. $50 minimum opening balance. $25 fee if account
is closed within 180 days of opening. Fifth Third reserves the right to refuse any deposit. Not available for commercial and
non-profit accounts. Fifth Third and Fifth Third Bank are registered service marks of Fifth Third Bancorp. Member FDIC.
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We always go further for you.

Auto and home insurance underwritten by Auto Ciub Insurance Association family of companies.
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liberties

welcomes challenge
watershed.
Since the 1980s
he's sailed on
Lake St. Clair
and kept a boat
on the Clinton
River. He also
bicycles and
Morgan
enjoys cross
country skiing.
The new job "was a very
interesting move, the whole
idea of the (size) of the watershed," he said.
From its headwaters in
Springfield Township to its
eventual end in Lake St. Clair,
the Clinton River Watershed
covers 760 square miles in four
counties, from Almont south to
the Detroit city limit. Some 1.4
million people live within the
watershed.
The Watershed Council's
mission is to protect, enhance
and celebrate the Clinton
River, its watershed and Lake
St. Clair. Morgan said he
became aware just how tuned
in people are to the watershed
when he attended a fund-raising event right after he was
hired in late October.
At the council, Morgan, who
recently moved to Rochester,
will work with seven subwatershed groups. Each is tasked
with responsibilities, including
federal stormwater management, for a section of the
watershed.
"It's going to be a learning
experience; over the last couple
of months it has been already,"
Morgan said. "I haven't even
unpacked yet. It's keeping me
busy."
Morgan said he's impressed
with the leadership that's in
place.

BY ANNETTE KINGSBURY
STAFF WRITER

"Let no one say it to your
shame,
That all was beautiful before
you came."
Gary Morgan first read those
words as a child. Growing up
in Detroit he lived near Rouge
Park, where the words
appeared on a sign. It was the
place his father, an avid outdoorsman, taught him about
environmental stewardship.
"I can see that like it was yesterday," Morgan said. Now 54,
"he has taken his passion for the
Environment to a new career as
executive director of the
Rochester-based Clinton River
Watershed Council.
^'Morgan studied urban
forestry at the University of
Michigan and spent 17 years
with the city of Dearborn's
parks and forestry division,
where his work included
restoration of the Rouge River.
"We did a national search. ...
It was nice to find somebody in
* t our own backyard," said Tony
~ Jthschild, a Lake Orion resi^t,who is president of the
rsheci council's board of
cectors.
i|"He's got a long background
a
Hh watershed management, his
work at Dearborn working
with the Rouge River. He went
back to school and got his master's degree while he was working at Dearborn. This is where
his passion is, sort of a career
change working with nonprofits."
Along with his work on the
Rouge, Morgan brings to his
new job extensive recreational
experience of the Clinton River

The good and bad of
America's history will be
front and center in a new permanent exhibit which opened
to the public at the Henry
Ford Museum on Monday,
Martin Luther King's birthday.
"With Liberty and Justice
For All" takes a close look at
the progression of civil liberties from the Revolutionary
War to the impact of the Civil
Rights Movement.
"The exhibit will be an
intense and emotional trip
through America's history, a
history that included slavery
and segregation," said
Christian Overland, vice president of venue operations.
"We will not gloss over the
ugliness and the hate that
freedom fighters faced. The
artifacts that have been
selected to tell these stories
will show both the good and
the bad as America transformed its definition of liberty"
The exhibit is made possible in part by grants from the
DTE Energy Foundation, the
John S. and James L. Knight
Foundation, Institute for
Museum and Library
Services/National Park
Service/"Save America's
Treasures," National City
Bank, Ford Motor Company
Fund, DaimlerChrysler

Corporation Fund and contributors to the museum's
recent capital campaign.
"The DTE Energy
Foundation is very proud to
fund this important addition
to the Henry Ford Museum,"
said Fred Shell, vice president, corporate and governmental affairs, DTE Energy,
and president of the DTE
Energy Foundation. "This
exhibit will remind us all that
ordinary people can do
extraordinary things, and
when they do, the world can
change for the better."
The foundation awarded
$500,000 to the museum for
the exhibit.
"With Liberty and Justice
For All" takes visitors through
four key turning points in
America's history: the
Independence movement and
Revolutionary War, the antislavery movement and Civil
War, the Woman's Suffrage
Movement and the Civil
Rights Movement.
The exhibit shows the
struggle and fight for freedom, as well as the spirit and
courage to maintain it. With
the Declaration of
Independence as a guide, visitors learn about the initial
conflicts and oppression
related to each era and the
momentum that led to
change. The exhibit also
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sase support our mentoring
and training programs for
youth by letting us

The bus where Rosa Parks took her stand against segregated seating is one
of the centerpieces of an exhibit on liberty and justice at The Henry Ford.

A camp bed used by George Washington is one of the key artifacts in an
exhibit on liberty and justice at The Henry Ford.
introduces the leaders and
their legacies and educates
people on the impact of each
transformation on the future
Americans.
The focal point of the
i
exhibit are key iconic artifacts
from the collection of The
Henry Ford, including:
M The bus where Rosa
Parks refused to give up her
seat which started the
Montgomery Bus Boycott
and sparked the Civil Rights
Movement.
• The chair from Ford's
Theater in which President
Abraham Lincoln sat when
he was assassinated by John
Wilkes Booth.
• The camp bed George
Washington used while on a
victory tour of battlefields
after the Revolutionary War.
• The speakers' chair made
by Thomas Affleck and used
in Independence Hall by the
first Congress of the United
States.
Nearly 95 percent of the
existing artifacts are being
used in this exhibit that have
never been displayed to the
public. They include:
• Military letters signed by
George Washington during
the Revolutionary War.
H One of only three hand-

written copies of the 13th
amendment signed by
President Abraham Lincoln,
Vice President Hannibal
Hamlin and 148 members of
the 38th congress.
Museum curators also
acquired several artifacts
specifically for the "With
Liberty and Justice For All"
exhibit^ including:
K Aft enlistment notice
from the Revolutionary War
• Recruiting broadsides
(posters) from the Civil War
• "Mr. President What Will
You do for Women's
Suffrage?" Flag
• Materials from the 1963
march in Washington, D.C.,
where Martin Luther King Jr.
gave his legendary "I Have a
Dream" speech.
The Henry Ford has hired
Gallagher & Associates to
create the exhibit. Gallagher
& Associates is known for
The International Spy
Museum and exhibits at the
Smithsonian and Gettysburg.
The Henry Ford, at 20900
Oakwood Blvd., Dearborn,
was founded in 1929 by automotive pioneer Henry Ford.
For more information visit its
Web site at www.thehenryford.org.

Your donation will fund
our non-profit program to
educate and encourage youth.

I f %$silt$ donation
Includes: Complete exterior wash and wax,
wheel walls/rims, interior vacuum, windows,
door Isms, wax and deodorizer.
Expires 3-31-06

FREEDOM
Get fid of annoying Mi collectors! We have the
solutions to your financial problems in areas like:
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Evenings and weekends available. Pick-up and drop-off optional.
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Home Mortgages * Debt Consolidation

734-812-2311 or 734-812-*
6264 Mix Road-Westland
(Between Ford and Warren Roads)
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Straighten Teeth in
LESS TIME Than Braces
• NO Need for Painful
Tooth Extractions
* NO Uncomfortable &
Unsightly Braces
•Featured on FOX 2
News Healthworks

With Circle Gold Checking you get all this:

Not yotif typical bank!

.001° Prime-11 4.50
on checking balances

on Home Equity Lines

APY

9-month CD

To switch to Circle Gold Checking with Interest, visit any of our 124 Michigan branches or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

Member FDIC, Circle Gold minimum opening balance is $50, Checking balances mentioned above refer only to Circle Gold Checking with Interest balances. Vou may be charged a tee by other banks or financial institutions tor use ot their ATMs. The S20 monthly tee is waived with a combined relationship of $20,000. Annual Percentage Yield
(APY] on Circle Checking and Certificate of Deposit is accurate as of this publication date. APY on checking is subject to change without notice. CD offer: Limited-time offer may be withdrawn at any time Minimum CD opening deposit is $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees, if any, may reduce the earnings on the checking account and
certificate of deposit. Home Equity: Variable APR based on The Wall Street Journal Films Rate ("Prime") published on the last business day of the month. Prime minus 1.01% (6.24% APR as of 1/1/06) available for qjaiifying properties in IL, IN, Ml and OH for lines of $100,000 or more with a loan-to-value (LTV) of 85% or less, with a balance of
535,000 at closing (550,000 In IL). Circle Checking Account with $50 minimum opening balance required. Rate and terms may change at any time and vary by property type, loan amount and LTV ratio. Maximum APR 18%; minimum APR 2.5%. Annual fee of S100 is waived for the first twenty-four (24) months after account activation. Ask a banker
how subsequent annual fees may be waived. Not available for homes currently for sale or intended to be sold within six months of closing. Property insurance required. Flood insurance may be required. Trust review fees ranging from S85 to S175 apply for properties held in trust. Accounts and services subject to Individual approval. If Line
of Credit Agreement is canceled within one year of activation, a prepayment fee of $350 will apply. Consult a tax adviser regarding deductibility of interest. See a banker for details. £ r Equal Housing Lender,

