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Lou Toarmina is hoping someone will buy the 2,400-square-foot home he buitt on Ravine Drive. The original deal feif through even before the four-bedroom, 3'/r
bath home was finished. It's been up for sale for a year.

A Westland man was ordered Thursday to stand
trial in Wayne County Circuit Court on charges of
downloading child pornographic images of young
girls from his laptop computer.
John Kevin Spry, 50, faces trial after he waived his
right to a preliminary hearing in Westland 18th
District Court — a move that averted testimony.
As he awaits trial, Spry has been released from custody after he posted $10,000 of a $100,000/10 percent bond, police Sgt. Debra Mathews confirmed.
Spry was charged Sept. 9 with one count of child
sexually abusive activity, three counts of having child
sexually abusive material and one count of marijuana
possession.
If convicted, he could face penalties ranging up to
20 years in prison.
Spry was arrested after police raided his home on
Glen, near Wayne Road, and confiscated child porn
images that he is accused of burning onto CDs.
Police haven't disclosed how they learned of the
allegations against Spiy, a single man who is
employed as an electrician.
A not-guilty plea has been entered in his court file
as he awaits trial in circuit court.
Spiy wasn't at home when officers went to his
house, rammed the door, went inside and seized what
Mathews has described as numerous pornographic
images, including some of prepubescent girls.
dclem@tiometownlife.com 1 (734) 953-2110
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According t o Realtor Noe! Derr, there's one buyer for
every nine homes up for sale in today's real estate
market.

Westland residents who want to vote in the
Nov. 7 election - and who aren't yet registered - face an. Oct. 10 deadline, said City
Clerk Eileen DeHart.
Residents may register at the clerk's office
at Westland City Hall, on Ford Road between
Newburgh and Wayne, or they may go to a
Secretary of State office, DeHart said.
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Lou Toarmina wonders what it will take to
sell three new homes he's built in Westland in
the past few years.
Two sit on lots in the Wayne-Palmer area
of the city and are priced to sell at $199,000,
down from the original asking price of
$229,000. The third home is on Ravine
Drive, a tony neighborhood in the north end.
It sits on a one-acre parcel and while
Toarmina had hoped to sell it for $315,000$320,000, he's asking $286,900.
"I've gotten very few nibbles and those that
I do get, they have to sell their homes before
they can buy" Toarmina said. "The temptation is to keep lowering the price."
Toarmina isn't alone in trying to sell a
home these days. In Westland, as of Sept. 5,
there were 731 homes, 220 condominiums
and 35 multifamily residences listed for sale
with real estate companies.
Those numbers don't include 94 homes
that are bank properties, 36 HUD properties
that are under contract or available, 31 vacant
parcels and an unknown quantity of homes
that are for sale by owner.
"It does seem like a large number" said
Realtor Noel Den*, who is marketing
Toarmina's properties through Century 21
Dynamic in Westland. "Homes aren't selling
for what they were a year ago and they're on
the market longer. Three years ago, there

Those wishing to register must turn 18 by
Election Day and be a resident of the city in
which they're voting.
They should take a picture identification to
the place where they register, DeHart said.
In other election-related news, anyone who
wants an application for an absentee ballot
should call the clerk's office at (734) 467-3188

What do you think about this
story? E-mail your responses to
smason@hometownlife.com.
weren't a lot of homes to live in under
$100,000. That's possible today."
According to Derr, 1,491 homes have been
sold in Westland since January. The summer
months, traditionally a busy time when parents look to relocate before school starts, has
been sluggish with only 299 home sales.

BUYER'S MARKET
Derr has been a Realtor for nine years.
When she started in 1997-98, homes were on
the market a few hours, maybe a day, and
sellers were getting multiple offers. Now, on
average, homes can be on the market for 88
days before getting a deal. There's one buyer
for every nine homes.
"In the first-time buyer market, things are
selling, but not as quickly as they used to and
for not as much," she said. "People are nervous. Until they know what's going to happen
with the Ford plants in Wayne, they're staying put"
For some people, the reality of home ownership is hitting with a big thud. Those who
used adjustable rate mortgages to buy highend homes are now feeing refinancing at

Businessman
still wants his
Electropolitan
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER
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or (734) 467-3187.
Voters who think they might not be able to
make it to the polls are encouraged to ask for
an absentee ballot.
DeHart's office will start sending them out
the first week in October, but voters who
need them may start calling anytime, the
clerk said.

Worried that Michigan continues to lose jobs, J£>
Westland businessman has revived hopes for a
huge entertainment complex that he said would
employ 400 workers.
George Marvaso still hopes to build a $50 million business, Electropolitan, including such
attractions as restaurants, bars, an arcade room, a'
dance club, a comedy club, a theater, a billiards
hall and private suites.
Marvaso wants to build a multi-story, 140,000square-foot facility along the 1-275 or 1-96 corridors, but he said economic development officials
in the Chicago area have shown more interest than
PLEASE SEE ELECTROPOLITAN, A 4
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George Marvaso's Electropolitan has glitz and glamour in this
artist rendering.
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caterer
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

For John Glenn High School
football boosters, Dale
Lockwood and his rolling barbecue grill are a godsend for
preparing and serving 100
people at the annual
Homecoming dinner Tuesday
evening.
"He came through in a
pinch," booster member Cathy
Thorne said.
For Lockwood, the boosters'
request to help with the meal
is an opportunity to let more
people know about his fledgling mobile catering business.
"I can use this to get graduation parties and even team
parties," Lockwood said.
Lockwood brought his 16foot smoker grill to the high
school Tuesday evening to
serve the traditional
Homecoming dinner to the
football team, cheerleading
squad, their respective coaches
and school administrators.
"It was wonderful," said

Banned Books Week

booster Mary Konopka.
"Everyone loved the food and
Dale was just great. The kids
ran off the field, all you could
smell was the food."
Lockwood filled in for the
culinary arts program at the
William D. Ford Career
Technical Center, which
because of the late start of
school and an earlier than
usual Homecoming couldn't
accommodate the dinner at
this time.
He started cooking at 10
a.m. Tuesday at his Westland
home before relocating to the
high school for the dinner. He's
donating his time and effort,
while the booster club is pretty
much covering the cost of the
"materials" — 11 slabs of ribs,
10 chickens and 30 pounds of
pulled pork for sandwiches as
well as cole slaw and baked
beans.
Thorne and Lockwood are
neighbors. Initially, she asked
if he'd buy an ad in the football
program for his Hickory
Barbecue Grill, a mobile cater-
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The world is full of controversy, and
even a free society lik&:the United
.|
States is not exempt from the scrutiny ^ .
of literature. Throughout American his'
tory, various pieces of literature have
come under attack for a multitude of
reasons and are eventually removed
from establishments such as schools
and libraries.

*

t

Such titles are recognized during
Banned Book Week, Sept. 23-30 as a eel-'
ebration of intellectual freedom regardless of controversial subject matter.
Quite a few books that are now considered an essential part of the
American canon of literature were at
one time highly controversial and
banned from a variety of institutions.
James Joyce's Ulysses was barred from
" '' lited States for years but is now a
ent member of countless college
reading lists.

John Glenn football players Dennis Dillard (from left), Yannick Thofhpson, Blayre McCormick and Jesse Taylor enjoy the
food at the annual Homecoming dinner.
/ •j
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ing business, and thought of
him when the boosters ran into
problems with the dinner, a
long-standing tradition at the
high school.
"The boys needed their dinner, they've been getting it for
years, so I went across the
street and asked him," she said.
"I don't know him that well,
but I saw his sign on his truck."
For Lockwood, it offers a
chance to grow his business.
He went to vocational school
to be a chef, but shelved it
when he got married "and had
to get a real job."
He's owned a fireplace
installation business for 12
years, and at the urging of his
friends decided to fill the slow
summer months with cooking.
"Every time I would do a
barbecue, 50 people would
show up," he said. "They kept
telling me I should do this. I've
catered parties for years."
Because of Lockwood's
efforts, the crowd of more than
100 is getting two meals — the
barbecue dinner that was
served in the school cafeteria
and the more formal sit-down
steak and potato dinner at the
Career Technical Center in
October.
The dinner is just one of
many things the boosters provide for the football program at
John Glenn. They also are providing a dinner and sign night
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Caterer Dale Lockwood replenishes serving trays at the John Glenn
Homecoming dinner.

next week for the junior varsity
squad, do the souvenir programs, provide the team with
pop after the games and handle picture day.
Through fund-raising like a
planned casino trip and 50/50
raffles — the Homecoming raffle tends to produce a large
pot, as high as S800, according
to Thorne — the boosters raise
about $28,000 a year that goes
back to the team, paying for
any equipment it needs.
"It's a lot of work, but it pays
off," Thorne said.
That's what Lockwood is
hoping about the dinner. In

addition to the food, he gave
each person who was there a
S50 gift certificate that they
can use with Hickory
Barbecue.
"I hope by this time next
year, I'm doing just catering,"
he said.
Information about the John Glenn
High School Football Boosters and
Hickory Barbecue grill are available
online. The boosters' Web site is
www.rocketfootbalf.com. Find
Lockwood's business at www.hickorybbq.net.
$mason@hometownllfe.corn I (734) 953-2112

Familiar
titles such as
Brave Hew
World by
Aldous Huxley
and Eliot's
Silas Mamer
have been
removed from schools by schooi officials due to Inappropriate" content..
Ironically, Orwell's 1984 has also experienced a precarious existence with
respect to U.S. censorship, and can frequently be found on many "Mosl
Censored" list's of books.
•' Banned books are a hot topic in the
area of children's and young adult literature as well. Laura Ingalls Wilder may be
shocked to learn that her classic children's book, Little House on the Prairie,
was once removed from a classroom in
South Dakota for allegedly fueling racist
tendencies. Even the childhood favorite
Little Red Riding Hood came under
attack and was banned in two California
schools as late as 1989.
in the young adult scene, Judy Blume
is no stranger to controversy; Blubber,
Forever, and Deenie are just several of
her works that have been subjected to
restrictions for sexual content.
Visit the library to view specific
examples and displays of banned books
from Sept. 23-30. Because the Westland
library promotes intellectual freedom,
most titles that have received a
"banned" label are available for checkout. Call us at (734) 326-6123, or remotely search our catalog twenty-four hours
a day at www.westland.lib.mi.us.

Introduction to Scrapbooking: 7
p.m. Sept. 27.
Join Kristin Nutt. Independent
Consultant for Creative Memories!) as,
she demonstrates how to creaie>Stiot|.^j
Story Card. Bring two or three related '
personal photos. All other supplies will
be furnished. Seating is limited, so regis- •
ter for this free program at the
Reference Desk, or call (734) 326-6123. :
Science Fiction and Fantasy Book
Discussion: 7 p.m. Sept. 27.
Join in for what will prove to be an •
exciting discussion about Speculative
Fiction. All adults with interests in the
genre are welcome. Visit our blog, too!
http://sfwestlandlibmius.blogspot.com
internet 201:10:30 a.m. Sept. 28.
Learn about search engines - which
ones do what, how to evaluate them,
how to pick good Web sites. No registration is required. Walk-ins are welcome.
Internet 101:2 p.m. Sept. 30.
A beginner's guide to the Internet -'
how do I get around a website, what IS a
website. No registration is requiredWalk ins are welcome.
The William P. Faust Public Library, is
at 6123 Central City Parkway, Westland.
For more information, call (734) 326-'
6123.
,
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Loss doesn't dampen homecomin
The red, the white and
the blue ruled the day as
students at John Glenn
High School got pepped
up for the annual
Homecoming.
From tug of wars to
tricycle races, students
at Westland John Glenn
High School, they
packed the football stadium for some healthy
competition.
While many of the
contests had a clear-cut
winner like the juniors
winning the new obstacle relay race. The tug of
war was undecided after
the rope broke in both
the freshman-sophomore and junior-senior
tugs. However, true to
upperclassmanship, the
seniors were claiming
victory.
But the rally wasn't
enough to lift the
Rockets to victory in the
gridiron meeting against
Walled Lake Central.
The highlight of the
evening was the crowning of the Homecoming
king and queen. The
honor went to seniors
Lindsay Bies and Frank
Toarmina.
Members of their
court also included
Natalie Bower, Michelle
Gutowski, Kayla
Montague, Kija Colts,
Robert Jones, Matt
Kukulka, Angelo Brown
and Shamir Garcia.

Senior Frank Toarmina is crowned homecoming kina av las' ,e
Amanda Eck.

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

John Glenn senior Lindsay Bies (left) is all smiles Thursday evening after being crowned homecoming queen by
last year's queen, Amanda Eck.

For more Homecoming photos, visit the Photo Gallery on
ourWebsiteatwww.hornetownlife.com.
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Her face painted in blue and white, sophomore Amelia Clark joins classmates in
yelling in support of their team.

.
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Seniors Cameron Couch (left) and homecoming king
candidate Shamir Garcia show their true.colors at the rally.

John Glenn junior
Daris Smith
finishes the last
leg of the
obstacle course
relay to win the
event over the
other classes at
the pep rally.
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For a limited time, opening a Circle Checking™ Account will get you more
than just a great new banking relationship. Because every time you use your
Charter One Debit Card, you'll be entered to win $25,000 in free gas. Plus,
you'll get a $25 gift card just for opening a new account. So call 1-877-TOP-RATE or stop by
your local Charter One branch today to open a new Circle Checking Account and start having
more fun behind the wheel.

Got Game?
Yep, got scores, too,

Member FDIC. To qualify for tills offer, you must not currently have, or be a signer on, a Charter One Personal Checking Account. Under the terms of this offer, you will qualify for a $25 Sunoco"Grft Card if you open a
Circle Checking Account with funds not currently on deposit at Charter One ($1,000 to open) by 10/06/06. $25 Sunoco Gift Card will be awarded within 30 days of account opening. All bonuses will be reported to the !RS
for tax purposes for the year in which tliey are paid. See a banker for details and Official Rules. No purchase necessary. Open to legal U.S. residents residing in PA, DE, NJ, NY, Ml, IN, IL or OH who are 18 or older.
Sunoco and logo are registered trademarks of Sunoco, Inc., and its subsidiaries. Neither Sunoco, Inc., nor its subsidiaries are sponsors of this promotion. Void where prohibited. Sweepstakes ends 10/31/06.
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ELECTROPOLITAN
FROM PAGE A1

those in his home state.
Marvaso, who owns The
Electric Stick billiards hall
and Marvaso's Italian Grille
in Westland, had hoped to
build Electropolitan a decade
ago in Canton. But he said
investors asked him to scale
back his plans, and he didn't
want to compromise his
vision.
Marvaso has traveled as far
as Los Angeles and Boston,
he said, but he would prefer
to build here.
"I want to build, per square
foot, the best (entertainment
complex) that I've seen in
America," he said. "This is not
just about George Marvaso.
This is about jobs in
Michigan."
Electropolitan not only
would create 400 jobs, he
said, but could boost tourism
— an area that he said "could
be vital to the Michigan economy."
Although he said some
local, county and state officials have indicated support

for his plan, Marvaso said he
hasn't secured any financial
incentives that could help
make the project feasible.
Still, he hasn't given up,
and he said he is exploring
funding possibilities.
He voiced confidence that
Electropolitan can move
ahead "with the right team."
That is, if another state
doesn't snag the project.
Marvaso provided the
Observer with a copy of a letter he received from Matt
Frank, economic development coordinator for the
Village of Schaumburg, 111.,
near Chicago.
"I think this could do very
well in Schaumburg and the
northwest suburbs," Frank
wrote.
Frank provided Marvaso
with traffic numbers and also
mentioned several potential .
sites for him to explore.
For now, though, Marvaso
said he will continue to try to
make his project work in
Michigan.
dclemdhometownlJfe.com
(734) 953-2110

www.hometownlife.com

Leslie Farmer: 'Big role model
so he could start the campfires," said Glenn Farmer.
"They were camp counselors
for the sixth-graders and probably did that for 20 years."
According to Hofmeister,
Betty Farmer would prepare
lunches for the children while
Mr. Farmer taught fire-building and helped them organize
activities like the camp's version of The Gong Show.
"He was a very big role
model," said Hofmeister.
The Farmers received several
awards for their work.
Westland City Clerk Eileen
DeHart, at the time a state representative, honored their volunteer work with a state
proclamation when she was in
Lansing.
"They give of their time and
their money and their love,"
DeHart said in a 2002
Observer interview. "They have
volunteered so much at Hayes
Elementary. They are the
adopted grandparents of that
school. It's like those students
are their grandchildren. They
know all the children by
name."
He also received a Golden
Apple Award from the school
But it was the work at Hayes , district in recognition of his
volunteer work, and in 2003
that attracted attention. Every
received his high school diploFebruary, the Farmers accomma during graduation cerepanied the entire Hayes sixthgrade to a four-day educational monies at Franklin High
School.
camp at Maybury Park.
"He'd tell me to get some
A World War II veteran - he
firewood from here and there
served in the U.S. Army in the

well, said his
son Glenn
Farmer.
"When I
To second-graders at Hayes
went to see
Elementary School, they were
him
known at Grandpa and
Grandma Farmer. Leslie
Wednesday,
Farmer would sit with students
evening, he
and help them with their readwas yelling at
ing. His wife, Betty, volunLeslie Farmer
the Tigers to
teered in the library, repairing
pull the pitcher," said Glenn
books and helping youngsters
Farmer. "He was a huge Tigers
find the materials they need.
fan. He was proud of this season and wanted them to go all
About three years ago, the
the way."
Westland couple cut back on
their volunteer activities but ,
Mr. Farmer was well-known
they remained important to all for his work at Hayes *
the educators who knew them, Elementary and with the Boy
said Kathy Hofmeister, a secScouts. He was a leader and
ond-grade teacher at Hayes
leader trainer and helped a
who has known the Farmers
number of youth achifeve the
for more than 30 years.
Eagle Scout rank durjng his 53
years as a Boy Scout volunteer.
"They were part of everyHe also was a volunteer with
thing," said Hofmeister. "They
the American Red Cross for 15
never expected anything,
years, working at two or three
except to help out. They were
blood drives a month, and was
so humble.
- an active UAW member both
"Grandpa Farmer was just
as an employee at Ford Motor
the best."
Co.'s new product design faciliMr. Farmer died in his sleep
ty
and as a retiree. His son
Thursday, Sept. 21, at age 82.
Glenn followed in/his footHe had recently undergone
steps. He is a member of Local
cancer surgery and was doing
245 and also works at the
design facility in Allen Park.
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

CASH CONNECTION
Cet Gash Fast

% Pacific

Theater - he had never
earned his diploma. Thanks to
Public Act 181, he walked
among the Class of 2003.
He and Betty also joined the
Class of 2003 at the senior
prom.
The Farmers had just celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary on Aug. 24, 2006
and welcomed the birth of
their ninth great-grandchild
five weeks ago.
"I don't know why he died,
but he'd been around kids all
his life and they kept him
young," said Glenn Farmer.
"He'll always be a part of
Hayes," said Hofmeister. "He'll
always be in our hearts."
In addition to his wife Betty,
Mr. Farmer is survived by three
children, Glenn, Linda Mason
and Jeanette Abney; five
grandchildren, Lisa, Angela,
Jeffery, Rebecca and Daniel;
and nine great-grandchildren, •
Caelan, Gavrik, Hannah,
Gryphon, Joseph, Olivia,
Isabella, Drakon and Molly.
Visitation is 2-9 p.m. today,
Sept. 24, at Vermuelen Funeral
Home on Newburgh, south of
Ford, in Westland. A service
will be at 1 p.m. Monday at the
funeral home, with burial at
Parkview Memorial Cemetery
in Livonia.
Staff writer Stephanie Angelyn Casola
contributed t o this story.
smason@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2112
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For a better Way to store and move,
call 800-get-asam or visit getasam.com.
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Sofas, Chairs, Tables, Dining Sets,
Lamps, Accessories & m o r e
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Sheet Sets, Comforters,
Bath Sets, Towels & m o r e

Whether you are moving into a new house or just need temporary
storage space, a SAM (Store and Move) portable storage container can be
conveniently delivered to your driveway.

(N. of Ford Road)

and unload at your own pace

734-729-i
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Store at your residence or in our warehouse

Use protective features, like built in tie-down
rings to keep your things safe and secure
SAM portable storage containers are available locally.
To find out more call 800-get-asam
Copyright © 2006 Unigroup Container Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved
PDFOE84S610S

Store Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-9
Sun. N o o n - 5

Donations acceoted at all locations.
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About a week before his first
"Body by God" makeover challenge in June, Dr. C.J. Thipp figures he had about 10 people
signed up.
About a week before he gets
ready to start the second one
Thursday, some 60 people had
already registered.
Irupp figures that's a testament both to the popularity and
the success of the first challenge,
held in partnership with the
Livonia YMCA. And this time,
he's vowing even more fun.
"We wanted to make this one
even better," said Trupp, a
Livonia chiropractor. "We're giv-

Flu shots
The Village of Westland at
32001 Cherry Hill will offer flu
shots to seniors age 62 and older
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday and
Friday, Oct. 5-6. Call (734) 7628895 to schedule an appointment.
Westland Maple Drugs also
will be offering flu and pneumonia shots and sponsoring a
Diabetes Day 4-7 p.m. Tuesday,
Oct. 17, at the store on Ford
Road at Hunter. A second round

ing away more money and better prizes
Body by God, as explained by
Trupp, isn't a diet plan or a
health plan. To Trupp and, he
hopes, to the program's initial
participants, it's a "change your
life" program designed to work
on the total person.
For his part, Trupp is excited
about the prospect. "By the end, •
I know well have changed some
lives," he said.
Body by God was developed
by Dr. Ben Lerner, an author
and doctor who has served as
the team doctor to the U.S.
Olympic team. His program,
brought to Michigan by Trupp,
who calls Lerner his "mentor,"
following the "Extreme

Makeover God's Way" manual,
is a 40-day exercise aimed at
making changes that allow participants to live a better life.
It uses "food by God" (more
natural foods like grains, fruits
and veggies) vs. "food by man"
(processed foods. Students also
learn time- and stress-management techniques.
This time, Trupp wants to
help participants make even
better changes. He's using some
of the more successful students
from the first group as team
leaders this time around. He's
going to use more technology computers, movie clips, etc —
and has added a financial expert
to the team to help participants
straighten out their finances.

"I'm going to try to find ways
to attack every aspect of people's
senses and spirits to try to get
them to change their life," Trupp
said. "We're creating a 'buddy
system, so people can meet with
others just like them and maybe
work out together, so people
don't feel like they're going
through it alone."
That drive to help people
improve their lives doesn't surprise Trupp's partners at the
YMCA.
"(Trupp's) mission in his
office is to change people's lives,
not just from a physician's
standpoint," said Jamie
Stepanian-Bennett, director of
marketing and membership for
the YMCA. "He wants to make a

of shots will be offered 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 9.
The shots will be available on
a walk-in basis and cost $25 for
the flu shot and $40 for the
pneumonia shot For people
with Medicare Part B, there will
be no co-pay.
As part of Diabetes Day, the
store will be giving out free
meters and free samples as well
as providing education and
answering questions about the
disease.
For more information, call

Chuck or Danielle at (734) 7292200.

29, Oct. 6,13, 27, Nov. 3,17, Dec.
1.15, Jan. 7,512,26 and Feb. 2,
9.16. Call (734) 427-5150.

Euchre returns

Barson's Greenhouse is offering a series of free fall seminars
on winterizing ponds.
The winterizing seminar,
which focuses on preparing the
pond for cold weather, will be
offered at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 30 and 11 a,m.
Sunday, Oct. 1. Call (734) 4215959-

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Toarmina's Cape Cod style home has an open floor plan with a first floor
master suite and laundry room.

Creative financing
Another technique is 80-20
mortgages, where the buyer
actual carries two mortgages one for SO percent of.the price
and another for the remaining
20 percent. The idea is to avoid
private mortgage insurance
which is tacked on to the interest rate for mortgages with less
than 20 percent down.
A buyer has to have a good
credit rating and the interest
rate is typically higher on the 20
percent mortgage, but the plus
is that the extra cost is an
income tax deduction, Derr said.
Another market trend is
multi-listed leases.

Homeowners who find themselves stuck with two mortgage
payments because they haven't
been able to sell their old home
are turning the property into a
rental.
Derr gets two to three
inquiries about buying and a
like number about rentals each
week. Rentals "are huge right
now," and maybe two a month
turn into actual buyers.
However, "because of the price
range and seller concessions, it's
still cheaper to buy," she said.
While those things can help
get buyers into a new home,
Derr said sellers also need to do
more. In this housing market,
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BILL BRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

difference in people's lives. It's a
partnership between a local
physician dedicated to changing
people's lives and the YMCA,
which believes in the same
things."
They've added blood pressure
checks to the weekly accountability sessions, trying to get as
much physical improvement as
possible. Participants will also
get a spa night to "give them

Livonia chiropractor Dr.
CJ. Trupp hopes to have
more than 60 people at
his second'Body by God'
makeover challenge,
which starts Thursday.

some pampering" Trupp said,
and there's even a tailgate party
for the Michigan-Michigan
State football game.
"Now that we know how
important it is to people, it's
going to be a whole lot better,"5
Trupp promised.
For more information on the
program, call Trupp's office at
(734) 261-5677.
bkadricb@hometownlife.com I (734) 459-2700
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20579 Middlebelt • Livonia • 1-800-433-8665

pen House

! SUPER SAVINGS !
F R E E Hot Dogs and
Refreshments * 1 lam 2pm

th

Fit, Sept. 29 • 9 a m ~ 5 p m
Sat., Sept. 30 t h • fi O a m - 3 p m Free BOSCH Basketball with
any BQSCH Tool Purchase!
Factory Reps on hand from:
• BOSCH • PORTER CABLE • DELTA • KREG • GENERAL • DEWALT • MAK1TA
• MILWAUKEE • FEIN • LITTLE GIANT * MK MORSE • BESSEY • FRUED
• BENCH D O G • POWERMATIC * SENCO • PLS LASER • PANASONIC

Check Out Our
5ee the NEW Line of Steel City Woodworking MachinesEE
USED TOOL CORRAL!
Visit us on the web at: www.marshpowertools.com
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Our 32nd Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
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curb appeal is a must. In fact, it
has to be outstanding, she said.
The home's exterior should be
"as neat as a pin," and inside, she
recommends getting rid of any
flaw that attracts the buyer's eye.
"Small things make a difference," she said. "Buyers have so
many choices, you have to get
them out of the car. You have to
make sure your home looks its
best from the road.
"Curb appeal and price gets
them interested, then you get
them in the house."
For Toarmina, she's recommending he consider some
landscaping to give the homes
curb appeal. She wants to have a
broker open house to get word
out about the homes and has
begun advertising them in several newspapers.
"I built nine homes before
these, four in Wayne andfivein
Westland," said Toarmina. "The
ones in Wayne sold quickly, the
ones in Westland at Wayne and
Palmer took two months and
that seemed like a long time
then."
The slow home sales have led
Toarmina to make a decision
about his future.
"I'm not doing anything until
the market comes back," he said.
"I'm putting it totally on hold."

FROM PAGE A1

higher interest rates, in some
cases putting their current
mortgage payments out of
reach. Derr recently had a client
leave her big house in Canton
and buy a smaller home in
Westland because her mortgage
payment jumped $400 a
month.
"I like to ask people what
they're comfortable with," Derr
said. "They need to know what
they're comfortable with and
use it as a stepping stone. If you
qualify for a $130,000 mortgage, don't buy a $130,000
home, if you can't afford the
$950-a-month payments."
How many properties in the
city are in some form of foreclosure is hard to pin down.
According to RealtyTrac.com,
Wayne County foreclosures have
climbed by 143 percent over the
past yearand the state's rate has
jumped 141 percent. The national rate is up 38 percent.
As of Sept. 15, the Web site
listed 435 properties available in
Westland, with more than half277 - owned by the lender,
meaning the final phase of foreclosure.
For homeowners who are on
the verge of losing their homes,
creative financing is helping
them escape financial ruin. If a
home has been on the market
for four months, some banks
look at its trend and entertain
an offer instead of doing a foreclosure.
Called a short sale, the homeowner is able to sell the house
for less than what is owed and
the bank forgave the rest of the
debt. While it doesn't look good
on a credit report, it does look
better than a foreclosure, Derr
said.
"I sold one on a short sale in
Wayne where the owner had
never lived in it," said Derr. "She
mortgaged it at $95,000, the
bank took $63,000 and netted
$59,000. She'd been refurbishing it for seven years and it was
about 90 percent complete. It
was her childhood home and
she bought it from her mom.
She worked at Ford and lost her
job."

**

Fall seminars

Friday Night Euchre/Pinochle
Card Parties are back at St.
Bernardine Parish in Westland.
Doors open at 7 p.m. and play
starts at 7:30 p.m. No partner
is needed.
Admission is $5 admission
includes refreshments, snacks
and cash prizes. A 50/50 raffle
also is available.
The scheduled dates are Sept.
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Auburn Hills 3922 Baldwin Rd.
(248) 745-38061
Birmingham 34200 Woodward Ave.
(248)S93-8579t
Canton 43241 Ford Rd,
(734)98l-2107t
Ctarkston 6673 Dixie Hwy.
(248)620-6870f
Dearborn 2719STelegrapbRd.
(313)2774111+
Inside the FairlaneTown Center
(313] 253-3999+
22137 Michigan Ave.
(313)565-2680t
Uthrup Village 26820 Southrleld Rd,

Uvonia376776Mi!eRd.
(734)462-1110+
Novi43215Crand River
{248)449-1779+
Inside Twelve Oaks Mall

Auburn Hills 1960 N Ondyke
(248) 364-4000
BeMeviEie 10824 Belleville Rd
(734)699-8188
Beverly Hillsl767613MileRd.

(248) 449-9092+

(248)646-3600+
Bloomfield3630WMapleRd.

Plymouth 620 Ann Arbor Rd. W
{734)451-0720+
Troy510W14Mi!eRd.
{248) 588-6780+
Somerset Collection, (248) 614-1761 +
West Bloomfield 33220 W14 Mile Rd.
{248)538-3106
Westland 36555VV Warren Rd.
[734)721-0255+

(248)723-8158
Bioomfield Hills 2274 S Telegraph

(248)332-3439
42979 Woodward Dr., (248) 745-9
Canton Inside Meijer

{734)390-2340+

ClintonTwp. 15331 17 Mile Rd.

{586)868-2700
Dearborn 7320 Greenfield
(313)581-1100
13159 Michigan Ave., (313)582-5599
Farmington Hills
28956 Orchard Lake Rd.
(248)538-4000
Femdate258W9MileRd,
(248)399-3040
Garden Gty3133S Ford Rd.
(734)421-8000+
Lake Orion 1488 S Lapeer Rd.
(248) 6934543

Livonia 18768 Middlebelt
(248)442-7100+
20434 Farmington, (248) 476-2210

Inside Laurel ftrk Mall
(734) 632-9999+
Northville 116 W Main
(248)349-8116
Oak Park 24764 Coolidge Hwy.
(248)284-0091
Oxford 200 SWashington

{248) 628-3333
Inside Meijer, (248) 628-0000+
Rochester 2677 S Rochester Rd.
(248) 853-7755

f^3

Rochester Hills 422 S Main
(248)601-1818
3062 Walton Blvd., {248) 375-5550
Royal Oak 1204 E11 Mile Rd.
(248)582-1100
1 SCO W14 Mile Rd., (248) 288-0980
Southfield 29316 Northwestern Hwy.

Waterford3127WHuron

(248)354-4000

6692 Orchard Lake Rd„Ste. 125

Troy 67 E Long Lake Rd.
(248)828-2739
182WMapie, (248) 362-2122
1961 WSouth Blvd., {248) 813-9868
3794 Rochester Rd., (248) 524-3232
5953 John R. Rd., (248) 87943000

(248) 737-9070+

+Open Sunday

(248)738-6500
5151 Highland, (248) 618-8000+
West Bioomfield 3160 Haggerty Rd.

(248)960-3737
4301 Orchard Lake Rd.

{248)538-2100
Westland 35345 Cherry Hilt
(734)641-7114

(248)557-88551

*Cingular also imposes monthly a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge of up to $t .25 to rieip oaf ray costs incurred in compiying with State and Federal telecom regulation; State and Federal Universal Service charges; and surcharges for customer-based and revenue-based state and locai assessments on Cingular. These
are not taxes or government-required charges.
Limited-time offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate plan brochure for details. Subscriber must live and have a mailing address within Cingular's owned network coverage area. Up to $36 activation fee applies. Equipment price and availability may vary by market and may not be available from
independent retailers. Early Termination Fee: None if cancelled in the first 30 days; thereafter $175. Some agents impose additional fees. Sales tax calculated based on price of unactivated equipment. Rebate Debit Card: Price of Samsung c417 before $50 mail-in rebate debit card and data package purchase is $99.99. Prices
of Samsung d407 phones before $50 mail-in rebate debit cards with Push to Talk service agreements are $119.99 and $69.99, respectively. Price of LG CU50G before $50 mail-in rebate debit card and data package purchase is $169.99. Allow 10-12 weeks for rebate debit card. Rebate debit card not available at ali locations. Must
be customer for 30 consecutive days. Must be postmarked by 11/23/06. A$9.99 minimum data package purchase required. Unlimited Voice Services: Unlimited voice services are provided solely for live dialog between two individuals. Offnet Usage; If your minutes of use (including unlimited services) on other carriers' networks
{"offnet usage") during any two consecutive months exceed your offnet usage allowance, Cingular may at its option terminate your service, deny your continued use of other carriers' coverage, or change your plan to one imposing usage charges for offnet usage. Your offnet usage allowance is equal to the lesser of 750 minutes or
40% of the Anytime minutes included with your plan. 30-Day Guarantee: If phone is returned within 30 days in like-new condition with ail components, early termination fee will be waived. All other charges apply, ©2006 Cingular Wireless. All rights reserved.
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Internet can be wonderful,
but children are vulnerable
fhatever happened to don't talk to
strangers?"
Redford 17th District Court Judge Karen
Khalil posed that question to Detective Wade
Higgason of the Michigan State Police
Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force
and Keith Clark, assistant prosecuting attorney for the Wayne County Prosecutor's Child
Abuse Unit. Judges Khalil and Charlotte
Wirth invited Higgason, Clark and Observer
community life reporter Linda
Chomin on Sept. 11 to talk
about the dangers of the
Internet tochildren to members of the Ipcal clergy and
educational ^community.
As Higgason and Clark told
the assembled group, strangers
can now come into your home
and work their way into the
Hugh
confidence of vulnerable chilGallagher
dren looking for love and
acceptance in allthe wrong
places.
Every new technology has presented a challenge for parents. For every positive the technology offers, there is also a negative.
Movies brought the world to the neighborhood theater. The finest dramas, funniest
comedies and travelogues from every corner of
the globe seemed to shrink a once vast world.
But they also presented disturbing images,
radical ideas and general naughtiness that was
once a lot harder to find.
The radio was another technological wonder. The voice of the president could now reassure and rally a weary nation, The finest music
from everywhere could be had free for the
simple inconvenience of listening to a sponsor's pitch.
But the radio also brought sounds that made
some people uncomfortable.
Perhaps thel)iggest intruder was the television. This wonder of sight and sound seemed
to have a hypnotic effect on children. If not
monitored properly, children were likely to
become too enthralled in the television (TV
zombies) and less interested in outdoor activities, schoolwork and family life.
It has been blamed, with some justification,
on increased obesity in children, increased
attention deficit and a decline in reading.
Computers first made their inroads on children with video games. But now the technology has advanced exponentially with iPods and
Blackberrys and phones that do everything

but think for you.
Then there's the Internet.
The crucial difference between the Internet
and television is that the Internet is a two-way
street. And unlike the telephone, it can mask
the person on the other end of a chat room or
instant messaging conversation. And as
Higgason and Clark made clear, predators
have become extremely adept at manipulating
information so they can tailor their come-ons
to teenagers and younger children and they
can find those children.
MySpace.com is usually the Web site that
draws the most attention as being a potential
danger for teenagers. The site itself began
benignly enough as a way for people with
common interests in music to hook up to discuss their passion. It grew as a way for young
people to connect with each other across the
street or around the world.
It has, like all those earlier inventions, an
enormous potential for opening positive communications (despite its commercial, profit
goals). But when young people (some of them
technically too young to be using the service)
begin giving out too much personal informa-,
tion, it opens the doors to predators. It also
opens the door to youthful indiscretions that
can cause problems for teenagers too eager to
share their binges or sexual escapades (real or
imagined).
Higgason and Clark are the experts and they
say the same thing, the same thing that could
have been said to parents about all those earlier inventions and their impact on children —
know your child.
"Know what they're doing online,"
Higgason said. "Understand what they're
doing online. Educate yourself on the
Internet."
There are practical tips about limiting a
child's time online, keeping your computer in
a common area (no bedroom computers) and
monitoring what they do on the computer^
It's often a shock to parents — it was to me
— when the child who once screamed at you,
"You don't understand. You're too strict,"
grows up to be an adult and says, sadly, "You
just didn't get it, you didn't know, you weren't
strict enough."
Since you can't win anyway, protect your
children.
Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at hgailagherH>hometowniife.com or by phone at (734) 953-2149.
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Former congressman tells how
to talk to your representative
comfortable having friends-and acquaintances
alongside you.
Finally, is is always worth getting to know a
member's staff, either in Washington or in the
district. These men and women often have
expertise that can resolve your specific problem. If only speaking to your elected official
will do, that can help smooth the way.
Once you're on the phone or face to face
with your lawmaker or a staff member, there
are certain things you can do that will help you
be more credible. Do enough research beforehand to be knowledgeable about the issue, and
definitely do not overstate your case or try to
mislead. If you can make your case with facts
and figures instead of spin, and know the
arguments on the other side, you will be far
more convincing.
Since you have limited time, be sure to stick
to the most important points in your position.
Do what you can to be as personal as possible:
Explain how a given issue will affect you or
your family, and if you can, appeal to your
member's own experience or background to
make a point.
Finally, mention who else in your community •— a church group, labor union, neighborhood association — shares your views, especially if they're from a different background or
hold different ideological beliefs from you.
Perhaps the most important advice I can
give, though — and I speak from experience —
is that how you say it is as important as what
you say. It helps to be constructive, to find a
way not only to raise a problem, but then help
your legislator find a way to solve it. It's
important to listen as well as to speak — to
learn more about your lawmaker's position
and gain some insight into how this issue
might be playing in Congress.
Be patient, since some issues demand time
for deliberation and consultation before your
legislator can make a commitment, and be
unfailingly courteous; knowing how to disagree without being disagreeable is the surest
way I know to earn an elected official's respect.
Above all, be open to compromise. Making
some progress toward your goal is better than
none at all.
And, finally, relax! Say what you want to say,
and enjoy your exchange with your representative. We live in a democracy, and my experience has been that participating in it is both a
privilege and a pleasure. I hope that's what
you discover, too.

* ometimes, you just have to get in touch
• with) our member of Congress. Perhaps
*• Congress is taking up an issue — the minimum w age, say, or a bill to promote medical
research — that would make a difference in
your life Maybe some matter is embroiling
your community, such as growing drug problems at the high school or a proposed urban
renewal project that will
troy a neighborhood.
()r you might just want to
_;gest that Congress start
ing like the independent
I i mch it is supposed to be,
her than a rubber stamp for
White House.
Whatever the case, you can
always write a letter or send
an e-mail — the more personLee
alized, the better. This is the
Hamilton
most common form of communication with Congress. But there are times
when a letter doesn't seem enough. So how do
you go about getting your Congress member's
attention? Isn't that something only wealthy
donors and Washington lobbyists can manage'
Hardly Remember, Congress is there to replesent you. For our system to work, you need
to be willing to share your thoughts with
members of Congress, and they need to be
willing to listen.
In some ways, the easiest step is actually
getting m touch. If you call, for instance, it's
unlikely you'll get your member of Congress
right awa> but you can certainly pass on a
message, most members set aside time each
week to call back constituents.
Members also make time on their schedules
to meet with constituents, so if you're going to
be in Washington, set up an appointment in
advance It's even more likely that you'll be
able to schedule a meeting back home, in the
distnct office or even at a local coffee shop,
where the distractions of the Capitol are far
away
There are other avenues, too, besides oneon one conversations. Members regularly hold
public meetings in the district, and their times
and places are usually listed on the member's
Web site Just show up, and don't hlsitate to
sa> what s on your mind.
Members also hold "virtual forums" now —
online discussions in which they and their
constituents can share their views. You might
also take the bull by the horns and invite your
member of Congress to speak to a local group
to which you belong; it's a good way to get a
conversation going, and you may feel more

Lee Hamilton is director of the Center on Congress at
Indiana University. He was a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 34 years.
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