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The Rev. Luke McClendon talks about his vision of building a two-story community center at Christ Tempie Apostelic Faith Church.

Cemmumty center lets church expand services

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

The Rev. Luke McClendon has a simple,
faith-affirming philesophy: If he helps peo-
ple in need of food, clothing, shelter and
other basic necessities, he stands a better
chance of reaching them spiritually.

MeClendon, 54, practices what he
preaches at Christ Temple Apostolic Faith
Church on Westland's southieast side.

Tucked away on Eton Street east of
Middiebelt, in Carver subdivision,
MeClendon and the nearly 350 people who
attend his church quietly do the work that
they believe God requires of them.

Working with other agencies, they help
countless people from such communities as
Westland, Garden City, Inkster, Romulus,
Wayne and Dearborn Heights.

“It’s the most hidden secret in the city of
Westland,” McClendon said.

ON THE GROW

The problem is, the church has outgrown
its Samuel B. Ware Community Center,
which is housed in the fellowship hall and
named after a former pastor,

. But, saying he had a vision from God,

* McClendon has spearheaded plans to build

anew, two-story community center on the
church’s west side, allowing its people to
expand their services and provide a gymna~
sium for young and old, alike.

Construction could begin as early as this
spring, adding 4,505 square feet of space to
the existing 11,828-square-foot building,
The church hopes to open its new center by
year’s end.

“I think that pastor McClendon’s vision is
very well-received i the community;” said
Emnora Ford, who remembers when her
family’s house and Christ Temple Church
were the only buildings on Eton Street. The

original church, which her father helped
build, was erected in 1950 - the Ford house,
the following year.

MeClendon asked Ford to sit on the com-
munity center board, even though she isn’t
amember of the church.

“What this means is that our children
will have an enhancement of their educa-
tion, especially with after-school programs,
and we will have adult programs for the
community and our seniors,” Ford said.

LOCAL NEED

Carver subdivision and the surrounding
area have no major recreation facility close
by

“Tt is very much needed,” Ford said. “We
have a growing population of young fami-
lies with new homes, and we certainly need
services and programs to enhance their

PLEASE SEE CHURCH, A5

Businesses mixed about service tax

City and school officials also are taking a look
at nraposals for shared services the governor
has included in her new budget plan.

See Page A4,

BY DARRELL CLEM
. STAFF WRITER

Haiy stylists working at Secretz Salon
didn't keep quiet Friday morning when
asked about Gov, Jennifer Granholm’s
proposal for a 2-percent tax on services
1ike haircuts, auto repairs, theater tickets
and cable television.

Stylists Theresa Conway of Garden
City and Jeannie Asimakis of Northville
seemed as divided as many Michigan
residents, but they were good-natured
about it.

Granholm’s budget-balancing propos-
al would add 64 cents to a $32 haircut.

answer to our budget deficit in
Michigan,” Asimakis, 41, said. “Times
are hard enough. We've already had so
many clients leave Michigan, it's not
even funny. Families are uprooting and
leaving to find jobs.

clients and our business,” said
Asimakis, who grew up in Westland.

the 2-percerit tax. While she hates to
see services cost more, she realizes the
state has to balance its budget.” -

resources and not in the government’s
pockets to pay their salaries, and if it
will kelp the people of Michigan, I'm
OK with it,” Conway, 42, said.

“The timing is bad. This is not the

“I just hope this doesn’t affect our

Conway voiced mixed feelings about

“Aslong as it's going to the right

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Hair styhst Theresa Conway of Garden City places
rollers in a client's hair at Secretz Salon in Westland.

She said the cost of a $32 haircut would increase just
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. over 60 cents with the governor's budget plan.

City officials

say no papers
Withheld
Woods group

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Critics of a proposed subdi-
vision on Westland’s south-
west side misfired by implying
that a ecity planning official
withheld documents about
wetlands on the site, officials
said,

A citizens group opposed to
the 35-home Maida Woods
project, on Palmer Road
between John Hix and
Hannan, had implied that
Planning Director Bruce
Thompson failed to disclose.
information from 2005,

'1 mepsop and C1tv Clerk
; i ‘=€.-“-'é HEN 1\‘.:~n’r::\'
\.dtuﬂmts - made Monday
during a Westland City
Council meeting.

“I don't warit there to be any
perception that anyone is
withholding information,
because that's just not the

.peniling, acveiupment (in

from

case,” Thompson told the
Observer.

DeHart also refuted the
statements in a letter she sent
Tuesday to council members,
Mayor William Wild and City T
Attorney Angelo Plakas. She -
sent a copy to Thompson, . i
- The letter explained that ‘
Thompson and his depart- B
ment never received a copy of ]

- a 2005 wetlands report from

the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality.

“The planning department
was not copied, as is the prac-
tice, because there was not a

'}(“\ inn U’]e propertv

ol A
Thompson (_amwt give out
information which is not in
his possession.”

Thempson said he would
have given the information to
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Deadline is Tuesday
for school election

Residents interested in serv-
ing on the Wayne-Westland
Board of Education have until 4
p.m. Tuesday tao file for the
Tuesday, May 8, election.

Two four-vears terns, cur-
rently held by board Secretary
Martha Pitsenbarger and
Trustee Skip Monit, will be up
for grabs in the election.

A Wayne resident,
Pitsenbarger is completing her
third four-year term. She has
already paid the $100 filing fee

' to secure a spot on the ballot, as

has Bhagwan Dashairya.

Dashairya is a local business-
man who has unsuccessfully
campaigned for the state House
of Representatives and Wayne
County Commission.

He has been active in serving
on committees aimed at boost-
ing economic growth and com-
mercial development in
Westland.

- Monit, a Wayne resident, is

. completmg his second four-year
*, term on the board. He has .
- pulléd petmons, which had yet

to be.turned in as of Thursday
afternoon, Westland City Clerk
Eileen DeHart said. ]

T. Cortez Spann Jr. has pulled

- petitions, but had not turned

them in as of Thursday after-

noon. Also a Wayne resident, he
was an unsuccessful candidate
for the Republican slot in the -
state’s 20th House District last
August. ‘

Residents interested in run-
ning inust file petitions contain-
ing a minimum ¢f 40 uptoa
maxirnum of 100 signatures of
registered school district voters
or pay a $100 fee in lieu of peti-
tions and an Affidavit of Identity
by 4 p.m. Tuesday.

. Candidates who have a
change heart after the filing
deadline will have uritil 4 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 16. Residents new -
to the city can register to vote in
the election through Monday,
April 9,

The district includes the city
of Wayne and portions of
Westland, Inkster, Canton,
Dearborn Heights and
Romulus, and residents of those 1
communities can pick up the i
necessary paperwork at the
clerk’s office in Westland City -
Hall, 36601 Ford, west of Wayne
Road, or at the clerk’s office in -
Wayne City Hall, 3355 8. Wayne
Road, north of Michigan -
Avenue,

For more information, call the "
Westland City Clerk’s office at y
{734) 467-3185. )
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