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The Rev. Luke McClendon talks about his vision of building a two-s tory community center at Christ Temple Apostolic Faith Church. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

The Rev. Luke McClendon has a simple, 
faith-afBrming philosophy. If he helps peo­
ple in need of food, clothing, shelter and 
other basic necessities, he stands a better 
chance of reaching them spiritually. 

McOendon, 54, practices what he 
preaches at Christ Temple Apostolic Faith 
Church on Westland's southeast side. 

Tucked away on Eton Street east of 
Middlebelt, in Carver subdivision, 
McClendon and the nearly 350 people who 
attend his church quietly do the work that 
they believe God requires of them. 

Working with other agencies, they help 
countless people from such communities as 
Westland, Garden City, Inkster, Romulus, 
Wayne and Dearborn Heights. 

"It's the most hidden secret in the city of 
Westland," McClendon said. 

The problem is, the church has outgrown 
its Samuel B. Ware Community Center, 
which is housed in the fellowship hall and 
named after a former pastor. 
. But, saying he had a vision from God, 

McClendon has spearheaded plans to build 
a new, two-story community center on the 
church's west side, allowing its people to 
expand their services and provide a gymna­
sium for young and old, alike. 

Construction could begin as early as this 
spring, adding 4,505 square feet of space to 
the existing 11,828-square-foot building. 
The church hopes to open its new center by 
year's end. 

"I think that pastor McClendon's vision is 
very well-received in the community," said 
Emora Ford, who remembers when her 
family's house and Christ Temple Church 
were the only buildings on Eton Street. The 

original church, which her father helped 
build, was erected in 1950 - the Ford house, 
the following year. 

McClendon asked Ford to sit on the com­
munity center board, even though she isn't 
a member of the church. 

"What this means is that our children 
will have an enhancement of their educa­
tion, especially with after-school programs, 
and we will have adult programs for the 
community and our seniors," Ford said. 

LOCAL NEED 
Carver subdivision and the surrounding 

area have no major recreation facility close 
by. 

"It is very much needed," Ford said. "We 
have a growing population of young fami­
lies with new homes, and we certainly need 
services and programs to enhance their 

PLEASE SEE CHURCH, A 5 

City and school officials also are taking a look 
at proposals for shared services the governor 
has included in her new budget plan. 
See Page A4 . 

BY DARREIL CLEM 

, STAFF WRITER 

Hair stylists working at Secretz Salon 
didn't keep quiet Friday morning when 
asked about Gov. Jennifer Granholm's 
proposal for a 2-percent tax on services 
like haircuts, auto repairs, theater tickets 
and cable television. 

Stylists Theresa Conway of Garden 
City and Jeannie Asimakis of Northvffle 
seemed as divided as many Michigan 
residents, but they were good-natured 
about it. 

Granholm's budget-balancing propos­
al would add 64 cents to a $32 haircut. 

"The timing is bad. This is not the 
answer to our budget deficit in 
Michigan," Asimakis, 41, said. "Times 
are hard enough. We've already had so 
many clients leave Michigan, it's not 
even funny: Families are uprooting and 
leaving to find jobs. 

"I just hope this doesn't affect our 
clients and our business," said 
Asimakis, who grew up in Westland. 

Conway voiced mixed feelings about 
the 2-percerit tax. While she hates to 
see services cost more, she realizes the 
state has to balance its budget. 

"As long as it's going to the right 
resources and not in the government's 
pockets to pay their salaries, and if it 
will help the people of Michigan, I'm 
OK with it," Conway, 42, said. 

PLEASE SEE TAX, A 4 

TOM HAWLEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Hair styl ist Theresa Conway of Garden City places 
rollers in a client's hair at Secretz Salon in Westland. 
She said the cost of a $32 haircut would increase just 
over 60 cents wi th the governor's budget plan. 

. BY DARNELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Critics of a proposed subdi­
vision on Westland's south­
west side misfired by implying 
that a city planning official 
withheld documents about 
wetlands on the site, officials 
said. 

A citizens group opposed to 
the 35-home Maida Woods 
project, on Palmer Road 
between John Hix and 
Hannan, had implied that 
Planning Director Bruce 
Thompson failed to disclose. 
information from 2005. 

Thompson and City Clerk 

statements - made Monday 
during a Westland City 
Council meeting. 

"I don't want there to be any 
perception that anyone is 
withholding information, 
because that's just not the 

case," Thompson told the 
Observer. 

DeHart also refuted the 
statements in a letter she sent 
Tuesday to council members, 
Mayor William Wild and City 
Attorney Angelo Plakas. She 
sent a copy to Thompson. 

The letter explained that 
Thompson and his depart­
ment never received a copy of 
a 2005 wetlands report from 
the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality. 

"The planning department 
was not copied, as is the prac­
tice, because there was not a 
.pending development (in 
2005*; on the 

Thompson cannot give out 
information which is not in 
his possession." 

Thompson said he would 
have given the information 1 

mm SEE 

Residents interested in serv­
ing on the Wayne-Westland 
Board of Education have until 4 
p.m. Tuesday to file for the 
Tuesday, May 8, election. 

Two four-years terms, cur­
rently held by board Secretary 
Martha Pitsenbarger and 
Trustee Skip Monit, will be up 
for grabs in the election. 

A Wayne resident, 
Pitsenbarger is completing her 
third four-year term. She has 
already paid the $100 filing fee 
to secure a spot on the ballot, as 
has Bhagwan Dashairya. 

Dasbairya is a local business­
man who has unsuccessfully 
campaigned for the state House 
of Representatives and Wayne 
County Commission. 

He has been active in serving 
on committees aimed at boost­
ing economic growth and com­
mercial development in 
Westland. 
: Monit, a Wayne resident, is 

completing his second four-year 
tef iri on the board. He has 
pulled petitions, which had yet 
to beturned in as of Thursday 
afternoon, Westland City Clerk 
Eileen DeHart said. 

T. Cortez Spann Jr. has pulled 
petitions, but had not turned 
them in as of Thursday after­

noon. Also a Wayne resident, he 
was an unsuccessful candidate 
for the Republican slot in the • 
state's 20th House District last 
August. 

Residents interested in run­
ning must file petitions contain­
ing a minimum of 40 up to a 
maximum of 100 signatures of 
registered school district voters 
or pay a $100 fee in lieu of peti­
tions and an Affidavit of Identity 
by 4 p.m. Tuesday. 
. Candidates who have a 

change heart after the filing 
deadline will have until 4 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 16. Residents new 
to the. city can register to vote in 
the election through Monday, 
April 9. 

The district includes the city 
of Wayne and portions of 
Westland, Inkster, Canton, 
Dearborn Heights and 
Romulus, and residents of those 
communities can pick up the 
necessary paperwork at the 
clerk's office in Westland City 
Hall/36601 Ford, west of Wayne 
Road, or at the clerk's office in -
Wayne City Hall, 3355 S, Wayne 
Road, north of Michigan 
Avenue, 

For more information, call the 
Westland City Clerk's office at 
(734) 467-3185. 
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BY REBECCA JONES 

STAFF WRITER 

Abigail Wolfe's golf coach 
could not accompany her to a 
tournament last year, so he 
wrote an inspiring note for her 
to open when she felt frustrat­
ed. 

It read, "Eat a peanut butter 
sandwich." 

"Anyone who knows me 
knows I always have food," 
joked Wolfe, a Stevenson High 
School senior. "I needed to 
laugh when I needed some 
encouragement." 

Wolfe was one of 15 Livonia 
Public Schools seniors who 
were honored at the Livonia 
PTSA Council's annual 
Founders' Day celebration Feb. 
7 at Laurel Manor. The council 
selected five students from each 

. high school who stand out 
because of their academic suc­
cess and involvement. 

Each student named three 
teachers who had a major influ­
ence on mem throughout their 
school years. 

There was the golf coach, 
Jason Delo; there was the alge­
bra teacher, Lynda Melcher, 
who helped inspire Churchill 
senior Andrew LaBerge's deci­
sion to study calculus next year 
as a pre-med student; and there 
was Churchill senior Kathryn 
Rogala's fifth-grade teacher, 
David Higer at Kennedy, who 
was the first to make her believe 
in herself. 

Some teachers made class 
fun by playing music, making a 
Coring" subject relevant, using 
funny voices or telling jokes. 

"How does one determine if 
one teacher is more influential 
than another?" Franklin senior 
Anthony Sieiicki asked. "It is 
something that goes beyond the 

classroom." 
Many students got to know 

their chosen teachers through 
sports, drama, even traveling 
together. 

Sieiicki thanked Peg Gage, 
now retired, his fifth-grade 
teacher at Cleveland 
Elementary. 

"I still enjoying reading to 
this day, and I owe it all to Mrs. 
Gage" he said. 

Students also thanked their 
parents for being there. 

'All those hot breakfasts and 
packed lunches never went 
unnoticed, Mom," Luke 
Knochel said. 

National PTA president 
Anna Weselak gave the keynote 
address before a crowd of more 
than 400 parents, teachers, stu­
dents and administrators. She 
congratulated Livonia's PTSA 
on its large membership and 
encouraged members to "keep 
the vision of our founders." 

"Some things are still the 
same in times of change. 
Parents still want what's best for 
their children," she said. 

STEVENSON HIGH SCHOOL 
B Lindsay Blackwell honored 

teachers Michael Corliss, 
Elizabeth Schuch and Kathy 
Ladd, all from Stevenson. 

• Malory Fox honored 
Russell Keberiy, from Holmes 
Middle School, and Craig 
Barker and Deborah Mato, 
both from Stevenson. 

• Luke Knochel honored 
David Spellich, Craig Barker 
and Holly Morrow, all from 
Stevenson. 

• Kara Piorkowskt honored 
Nelson Sherburne, Denise 
Makuch and James Gibbons, all 
from Stevenson. 

• Abigail Wolfe honored 
Craig Barker, Jason Delo and 

Michael Corliss, all from 
Stevenson. 

CHURCHILL HIGH SCHOOL 
• Kyle Anderson honored 

Helene Lusa (retired) from 
Randolph Elementary, and 
Reid Friedrichs and Jordan 
Herron, both from Churchill. 

U Andrew LaBerge honored 
Lynda Melcher, Ellen Betel and 
Kelly Eddy, all from Churchill. 

• Megan Maceratini hon­
ored Susan Tatro from 
Churchill, Mary Trotter from 
the Career Technical Center, 
and Judy Poke from Kennedy 
Elementary. 

B TiSany Pao honored 
Robert Upton, Barbara Jones 
and Joel Meloche, all from 
Churchill. 

H Kathryn Rogala honored 
Michele Czach and Jaye 
Jackson, both from Churchill, 
and David Higer from Kennedy. 

FRANKLIN HIGH SCHOOL 
B Joshua BiDiau honored 

Lynn Massucci, David Chiola 
and Jennifer McQuade, all from 
Franklin. 

B Cassandra LaPrairie hon­
ored Lynn Massucci and Jack 
Kalousek, both from Franklin, 
and Cheryl Junk of Grant 
Elementary. 

B Laura Marshall honored 
David Bjorklund and Julie 
Smith, both from Franklin 
High School and Catherine 
Harding of St. Michael School. 

B Kelly Roulier honored 
Lynn Massucci and Terri • 
Bennett, both from Franklin 
High School, and Marci Baker 
of Grant. 

a Anthony Sieiicki honored 
Peg Gage (retired) of Cleveland 
Elementary, and Molly Evans 
and Julie Smith, both from 
Franklin. 

Churchill High School Founders' Day award recipients, from left, Tiffany Pao, Katie Rogala, Andy LaBerge, Megan 
Maceratini and Kyle Anderson. 
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Franklin High School Founders' Day award recipients, from left, Josh Billiau, Anthony Sieiicki, Cassie LaPrairie, 
Kelly Roulier and Laura Marshall. 
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With two days to go before 
the filing deadline, five candi-
diU s have indicated that they 

1 11 ibr thru; school board 
scats m Livonia Public Schools. 

JA\ 0 four-year terms and a 
one-) ear term will be decided 
m the May 8 election. 

Two candidates, Eileen 
McDonnell and Steve Futrell, 
had filed petitions as of 3:30 

p.m. Friday, according to 
Livonia City Clerk Val 
Vandersloot 

incumbents Robert Freeman 
and board President Lynda 
Scheel have also each said they 
would seek second terms. 

Livonia resident Patrice 
Mang, a teacher in the Allen 
Park school district, said she 
would run for the one-year 

seat, which became available 
when Kevin Whitehead 
resigned as trustee last week. 

Futrell. McDonnell and 
Mang are part of the group 
Citizens for Livonia's Future, 
an organization that formed in 
the aftermath of the Legacy 
Initiative restructuring plan 
and led an unsuccessful recall 
of five school board members 

last summer. 
The filing deadline is 4 p.m. 

Tuesday. 
To he placed on the ballot, 

residents must gather between 
40 and 100 signatures or pay a 
$100 filing fee. 

Candidates must be regis­
tered voters and live in the dis­
trict. 

By Rebecca Jones 

'conversation' night 
Members of the Livonia Board of 

Education will host a Community 
Conversation session from 6-6:50 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 26, at the board office on 
Farmington just south of Five Mile. 

The meetings provide a chance for com­
munity members to have informal discus­
sions with three or fewer board members 
and school administrators. Livonia legisla­
tors will also be invited to join this session. 

Attendees must call ahead to reserve a 
seat. Contact Suzanne Steffes, executive 
assistant to the superintendent and board 
of education, at (734) 744-2510. 

E SCORE 
cfteck out .the numbers in 

tociay's- usect io i t 

Apply by 

Qualified voters in the Livonia Public Schools district have until 4 p.m. Monday 
to apply to fill a short-term vacancy on the Livonia Board of Education. 

Current school board members will make an appointment this week to fill the 
position that was created when Kevin Whitehead resigned Feb. 5 from his position. 

Residents who are interested must fill out a form that is available at the superin­
tendent's office and at each of the schools. The application deadline is 4 p.m. 
Monday. 

The school board will interview candidates the evening of Friday, Feb. 16, and 
plans to make an appointment that night, said Suzanne Steffes, executive assistant 
to the superintendent and board. 

As of 3 p.m. Friday, no one had returned an application, Steffes said. 
The appointee will serve until the results of the May 8 school board election are 

certified. 
To be eligible, a person must be a registered voter and resident of the Livonia 

Public Schools school district. Property ownership is not a requirement. 
The board generally meets every Monday for either regular board meetings or for 

committee meetings, and occasionally schedules special meetings. 
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