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BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A longtime Westland resident is 
spearheading a new push to convince 
city leaders to start a curbside recycling 
program. 

Margot McCormack and a few of her 
friends have collected 158 signatures -
and they're seeking more - frqm resi-; 
dents who are tired of waiting.' 

The group has collected signatures in 
several residential neighborhoods scat-^ 
tered from the Joy-Middlebelt area in 
the northeast end to the Newburgh-
Glenwood area on the southwest side. 

"This is not political," McCormack, 66, 
told the Observer. "'We just want curb-
side recycling in Westland. It's a world 
issue. Trash is a world issue." 

She should know. McCormack, a certi
fied advanced master gardener, moved 
•from Germany to the United States in 
1969 after she met her husband, Jim, 
who was in the Army. She officially 
became a U.S. citizen in February 2006. 

"Growing up in Europe it was part of 
our life to recycle," she.said. 

The McCormacks, who have two adult 
children, have been in Westland since 
1973, just seven years after it became a 
city. They paid the $34-a-year fee in 

1997 to subscribe to a curbside recycling 
program that failed due to poor partici
pation. 

A similar program for $50 a year 
never took off in 2003. Residents who 
want to recycle may take their materials 
to the city's public service yard oh 
Marquette east of Newburgh. Some peo
ple also take theirs to friends who live in 
cities that have curbside programs. 

Residents like McCormack believe 
that more, people would recycle if they 
had-a program that is more convenient. 

McCormack. couldn't believe it when 

PLEASE SEE RECYCLING, A4 

Margot McCormack 
talks about her 
support for a 
Westland curbside 
recycling program.' 

* She came to an 
interview with pro-
recycling 
signatures she and 

" her friends 
,.. collected, and 

maps showing 
where they 
collected them. 
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BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Alex Kivari, Chance Wright, 
Chad Klavrager and Terrell 
Davis sat at the table looking 
over a Patriot Missile exhaust 
tube. They were on a mission to 
identify the manufacturing 
problems that caused the tube 
to fail. 

'"We've found quite a few," 
said Klavinger. "The first group 
found out they used the wrong 
filler rod. They used carbon • 
instead of stainless steel. . 

"The T joint and butt joint, 
they welded aluminum to stain
less steel. The alloys don't add 
up." 

There was no government 
contract hanging on the results 
of their investigation. It was a 
test for 34 welding students 
from at the William D. Ford 
Career Technical Center with , 
the top score getting an $800 
top-of-the-line welder and a 
summer job at Woolf Aircraft 
Products Inc. 

The daylong competition was 
the idea of Joe Pavlanis, process 
and quality engineer at Woolf. 
Students in Nick Regets' weld
ing-class have been visiting the 
factory for more than six years, 
and Pavlanis wanted to kick it 
up a notch. 
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John Glenn High School junior Richard Curylo works on his TIG (gas tungsten arc) welding as part of a competition 
sponsored and held at WooSf Aircraft Products in Romulus. The competition was for welding students from the William 
0. Ford Career Technical Center. 

BY DARRELL CLEM , 

STAFF WRITER 

A Westland drugstore has become the lat
est target in a series of early-morning rob
beries of area CVS stores, authorities said. 

The latest holdup happened shortly after 7 
a.m. Sunday when a lone gunman robbed the 
CVS store on the northeast corner of Warren 
and Venoy, police Sgt. David Heater said. 

The gunman took cash, fled out the back 
door and was last seen leaving in a black SUV 
with a license plate on the lower left bumper, 
police said. 

No one was injured during the robbery, 
police Sgt. Ed Price said. 

"There were no shots fired - just some 
scared people," he;said. 

The gunman was described as alight-
skinned black male or a Hispanic man, about 
6 feet tall and 210 pounds. A CVS employee 

told police the suspect had a beard and wore 
a white jacket and awhiteballcap. 

Anyone who has information about the 
robbery is urged to call the Westland Police 
Department's Detective Bureau during day
time business hours at (734) 721-6311. 
Otherwise, call the police station's main tele
phone number at (734) 722-9600. 

The latest CVS robbery followed four oth
ers, including two in Farrnington Hills and 
two in Southfield, authorities said. 

In Farrnington Hills, the second armed 
robbery within a week was reported at 7:10 
a.ra. April 8. 

One female employee was arranging news
papers in the front of the store at 29000 
Orchard Lake Road when a suspect entered, 
walked to the first aisle, turned around and 
approached her and another worker, police 
said. 

The suspect, described as aheavysetblack 

male wearing a hat, ordered the two women 
to an office while he pointed a handgun at 
them, authorities said. He demanded cash 
and told them to put it in a bag, then fled on 
foot out the back door. 

Four days earlier, the CVS on Nine Mile at 
Haggerry was robbed by an armed man who 
demanded cash from an employee. That inci
dent happened at 4:45 a.m. in a 24-hour 
store. 

The worker described the suspect as a 
black male, 30-40 years old, about 5-foot-10 
and 240 pounds. 

The gunman was wearing an orange coat 
and was caught on a video surveillance cam
era, according to Farrnington Hills police. 

Details about the Southfield CVS robbery 
weren't immediately available. 
Staff writer Stacy Jenkins contributed to this story. 
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Three young men 
charged in a torturous 
home invasion on 
Westland's northwest side 
pleaded guilty this week 
and accepted lengthy 
prison sentences. 

James Michael Hobson, 
18, Harry James Taylor, 23, 
and DeCory Lamar Sharpe, 
19, admitted their involve
ment in a brutal home 
invasion last Sept. 20 at 
Westwood Village 
Apartments, at Joy and Hix 
roads. 

A 47-year-old victim told 
police he was robbed at 
gunpoint after intruders 
came in his doorwall.'tied 
him up with a cord and 
packing tape, ransacked his 
apartment and stole a gun, , 
liquor, credit cards, a cell 
phone and his 2005 Monte 
Carlo. 

Taylor, a Canton resident, 
faces 14 to 25 years in 
prison for armed robbery 
and two years for a felony 
firearms charge. He plead
ed guilty Monday in front 
of Wayne County Circuit 
Judge Michael Hathaway. 

Hobson, also of Canton, 
has accepted 10-20 years in 
prison for armed robbery 
and two years for a felony 
firearms charge. Sharpe, a 
Westland resident, faces 
10.5 to 20 years behind 
bars for armed robbery. 

Taylor and Hobson plead
ed guilty Wednesday - the 
same day they were to face 
trial. 

All three men will be for
mally sentenced by 
Hathaway on May 16, but 
they averted a trial and 
accepted their punishment 
after prosecutors agreed to 
drop other charges, such as 
torture, first-degree home 
invasion and car theft. 

If convicted during a 
trial, the trio could have 
faced penalties ranging up 
to life in prison. 

Westland detectives wel
comed the outcome of a 

Sharpe 

case that 
brought the 
victim back 
to Michigan 
from his new 
home in ; 
Arizona. 

"He actual
ly came back 
from Arizona, 
to make s.ure 

s that justice 
was done," 
police Sgt. 
David Heater 
said. 

Prosecutors 
refused to 
offer lenient 

Taylor 

sentences to 
the defen
dants, partly 
because the 
home inva
sion was so 
brutal. The 
victim feared 

1 he was going 
to be killed 

as the intruders tied him up 
and ransacked his apart
ment. 

Police Sgt. Steve Borisch 
described himself as "very 
satisfied" with the way the 
case was resolved. 

"That's a long time to go 
to prison," he said. "But I 
do feel sad for all the par
ents and relatives" 

Hobson, Sharpe and 
Taylor made their pleas 
after a fourth defendant, 
19-year-old Laquinta 
Cuntez Terry of Southfield, 
pleaded guilty in late 
March to an armed robbery 
charge. 

Terry - the first to admit 
his involvement - was sen
tenced to seven to 15 years 
in prison. Westland police 
arrested the suspects last 
October after allegedly-
linking fingerprints to one 
of the defendants from 
another case in Canton. 
Ultimately, the suspects 
made statements implicat
ing themselves in the 
Westland home invasion. 
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LPS students earn awards in art 
Thirteen Livonia Public 

Schools students received 
awards at the Michigan 
PTSA Reflections Awards 
Ceremony, which took 
place April 21 at Walled 
Lake Central High School. 

They are: 
- Mariah Morgan, from 

Holmes Middle School, 
with an award of excellence 
4n photography, middle 
division. 

- Alexander Dehne, from 
Churchill High School, 
with an award of excellence 
in photography, senior divi
sion. 

- Jacob Bieganski, from 
Grant Elementary, with an 
award of excellence in visu
al arts, primary division. 

- Pranavia Midathada, 
from Frost Middle School, 
with an award of merit in 
visual arts, middle division. 

- Aaron Dunn, from 
Stevenson High School, 
with an award of merit in 
visual arts, senior division. 

- Daniel Fairbanks, from 
Stevenson, with an award 
of excellence in visual arts, 
senior division. 

- Aimee Moccia, from 
Riley Upper Elementary, 
with an award of merit in 
literature, intermediate 
division. 

- Christian Vandercook, 
from Franklin High School, 
with an award of merit in 

literature, senior division. 
- William Sweetman, 

from Hoover Elementary, 
with an award of excellence 
in music, primary division. 

- Logan Vines, from 
Riley, with an award of 
merit in music, middle 
division. 

- Alwin David, from 
Webster Elementary, with 
an award of excellence in 
music, middle division. 

- Heather Huber, from 
Stevenson, with an award 
of excellence in music, sen
ior division. 

- Blake Morgan, from 
Stevenson, with an award 
of excellence in music, sen
ior division. 

In addition to theses 
awards, Fairbanks' visual 
arts entry earned the Best 
of Theme Award and the 
Connie Ernst Award, which 
is the state's top award. 

Also, Blake 
Morgan's music entry and 
Fairbanks' visual arts entry 
have been selected to rep
resent Michigan at the 
National PTA Convention 
in St. Louis this June. 

The award ceremony was 
highlighted with a 
musical performance by 
Blake Morgan, who did a 
live version of the musical 
composition he entered 
into Reflections, a piece 
called "Autumn Mist." 

- - * 

T 
Nine of the thirteen LPS students who received awards at the Michigan 
PTSA Reflections award ceremony show off their awards. They are 
(clockwise from top) Blake Morgan, Heather Huber, Pranavia Midathada, 
Mariah Morgan, William Sweetman, Jacob Bieganski, Logan Vines, Alwin 
David and Daniel Fairbanks. 
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Blake Morgan, center, performs his Reflections entry, 'Autumn Mist,' at 
the state awards ceremony. Assisting him are Heather Huber on 
bass, Rick Morgan on drums and Graham Liddell on guitar. 
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CORRECTIONS 
In the April 29 edition of the Observer, Livonia Blue's Kelly 

Tapella should have been identified as a junior captain from 
Franklin High School who earned first-team All-Observer honors 
in girls gymnastics. The article appeared in The Big Show Winter 
Sports All-Area Teams for 2006-07-

m 
The headline for the Westland Public Library's Information 

Central column which appeared in the Sunday, April 20, issue of 
the Observer should have stated that April is National Parkinson's 
Disease Awareness Month. 

BY REBECCA JONES 

STAFF WRITER 

It's not quite the 
Kalamazoo Promise. But it's 
a competitive edge: 

And that's just what the 
Livonia Public Schools 
Foundation is calling its plan 
to provide district first-
graders with a savings plan 
for college. 

LPS Foundation president 
Jim Cambridge announced 
the Competitive Edge at 
Monday's school board meet
ing. 

"As a way to attract new 
families to the community 
and show existing families 
the commitment we have to 
their family, we hope to pro
vide a college planning and 
savings program for each 
first-grade student in our 
district," he said. "We want to 
tell current homeowners and 
potential new homeowners, 
here at LPS we are invested 
in your child's success and we 
care." 

The LPS Foundation's goal 
will be to help families begin 
their planning for their chil
dren's post-high school edu
cation early, and also hope
fully providing seed money to 
begin their savings, 
Cambridge said. 

Just how much money the 
program could raise is not 
known. The idea is in its 
early stages, Cambridge said. 

"We don't have a (fund-
raising) goal. We know it is 
going to be a lot of money, 
but We think we're going to 
be able to raise it," he said. 
"We're encouraged by our 
prospects." 

Here's how the program 
works: Incoming first-
graders would get a 529 col
lege savings plan and the 
foundation will "fund it to 
some extent," Cambridge 

said. Parents and grandpar
ents could augment that sav
ings. "It's our hope that by 
the time the first-graders 
graduate from Livonia Public 
Schools, they would have 
enough money to go to col-
lege." 

The plan has been dis
cussed at LPS Foundation 
board meetings, but all the 
details are still being worked 
out. Cambridge added that 
he doesn't know when the 
program would begin. 
"Basically what we have now 
is a very good idea." 

The Competitive Edge is 
inspired by the Kalamazoo 
Promise. 

Unveiled in 2005, the * 
Kalamazoo plan provides 
each Kalamazoo Public 
School graduate with up to a 
scholarship covering up to 
100 percent tuition for col
lege. It is funded by anony
mous donors. 

"That has had a tremen
dous effect on that communi
ty," Cambridge said. In addi
tion to helping market the 
school district, he added that 
such a plan could spur eco
nomic development and jobs 
and increase housing values. 

"If it works it will have a 
profound effect," he said. 

Local real estate agent 
Betty Bjarnesen said the plan 
would be "an added perk" for 
Livonia. 

"Off the top of my head, I 
can think of several clients 
who moved from other com
munities to Livonia because 
of our educational program
ming," said Bjarnesen, who 
works for Keller Williams , 
Realty on Five Mile. A pro
gram that gets residents and 
businesses working closer 
together to promote the edu
cational system would be 
another key selling point, she 
said. 
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Arena goes tropical for annual ice show 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

The temperatures won't be as balmy as a 
tropical paradise, but there'll be plenty of 
sand and tiki huts, when the Westland 
Figure Skating Club presents its 31st annu
al Ice show this weekend. 

The club has transformed the Mike 
Modano Ice Arena for the show that fea
tures 79 ice skaters ages 3 through adult 

"The music will be everything you can 
think of as tropical ~ the Beach Boys, music 
from Bermuda, reggae and from movies 
like Finding Nemo and Little Mermaid? 
said assistant director Kate Wojtowicz. 

The show will feature skating groups, 
soloists and pair groups. 

The groups can be as small as four 
skaters up to 27 girls who will perform to a 
medley of Beach Boys songs to open the 
show. One of the soloists in this year's show 
is Dave Petzel. He's also one of two male 
performers and the oldest skater in the 
show. Petzel, 60, took up ice skating 15 
years ago because of his wife's interest in 
the sport. She is a recreational skater, but 
he turned to competitive figure skating and 
this year placed second in his age group in 
national competition. 

"It's amazing, I spend a full year learning 
a routine for competition and two weeks to 
learn one for the show," he said, adding that 
skating in the spotlight has its drawbacks. 
"I get disoriented. I'm going south when I 
should be going north." 

The boards and glass around almost half 
of the ice rink have been removed to make 
room for the footlights, something 
Wojtowicz says makes the Westland show 
so special to skaters. 

"That's our biggest asset, the skaters 
want to be in the show because of that," she 
said. "It's like a real ice show and it's a big 
draw because you can reach out and touch 

the kids. The arena takes them down for us 
and we appreciate it." 

A tiki hut with real sand and scenes of 
palm trees and sandy beaches fill the arena 
lobby and carry in to the rink area, showing 
off the creative artistry of parent Norene 
Desilets who has been doing the scenery for 
years. 

A master of setting the stage on a shoe
string budget, she recycles props from pre
vious years and gets help building what's 
needed from Jeff Daugherty. 

Opposite the bleachers, Desilets has cre
ated a 96-foot long piece of scenery that 
offers a view of the seashore for the first 
part of the show and is transformed to an 
under-the-sea look with shimmery fabric 
and fens for the second half. 

"We give her an idea and she runs with 
it," said Wojtowicz. "She's an interior 
designer by trade. Jeffdoes all the construc
tion. He took his week's vacation to help 
with the show" 

The ice show is no small undertaking. 
According to Petzel, who also is the skating 
club president, the group spends close to 
$30,000 on the annual production, which 
this year is under the direction of Raquel 
Razor. 

'It takes us all year to plan for this," said 
Petzel. "It takes 300-400 man-hours and 
25-30 people to put it on." 

This is Razor's first year as director. 
Helping her are Wojtowicz and Becky 
Bockstanz, also an assistant director, and 
intern April Zuk. Jim Salamay also works 
as the show announcer* disc jockey and 
publicity manager. 

But it's the parents who play a big role in 
the show's success, according to Wojtowicz. 

'All of the parents are required to put in 
four hours, but there's 10-15 parents who 
are here around the clock," said Wojtowicz. 
'Without the parents we wouldn't have a 
show? 

Skaters Katrina Kariotoglou, Hayley Chapman . 
and Emily Czarniecki practice their routine, set 
to the music of itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie Yellow 
Polka Dot Bikini. 

TROPICAL TIME 
The Westland Figure Skating Club 

will present Its annual ice show, 
Tropica! Paradise, Friday-Sunday at 
the Mike Modano Ice Arena, 6210 N. 
'Wifdwood at Hunter in Westland. 
Showiimes at 7 p.m. Friday, 6 p.m. 
Saturday and 1p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets are S8 for adults and $6 for 

children and senior citizens. For 
more information, call the ice arena 
at (734) 729-4560 or visit the club's 
Web site at www.WestlandFSC. com. 

Mother: Daughter 
wanted her child 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

A jailed Detroit woman 
never would have set a fire 
inside a Westland apartment 
building if she had thought 
her 4-year-old daughter was 
inside, a relative said. 

However, police have said 
that a fire should never be 
started in a building - regard
less of who maybe inside. 

Keli Angelique Coleman, 
28, was accused of dousing a 
front-door area with gasoline 
and starting a fire that was 
quickly doused last December 
at Willow Creek Apartments. 

Authorities had said that 
Coleman, now serving nine 
months in jail for arson, mis
takenly believed that the 
child's father had seized the 
girl and taken her to Willow 
Creek, where his mother lives. 

"She never thought the baby 
was there," Coleman's mother, 
Fayette Coleman, said in a 
telephone call to the Observer. 
"Why would she set the fire 
knowing that her child was in 
there?" 

Keli Coleman set the fire 
while three people, not 
including her daughter, were 
inside the apartment. She 
pleaded guilty to arson after 
prosecutors agreed to drop 
charges of assault with intent 
to murder. 

Fayette Coleman and 
Westland police agreed that 
the child's father had taken 

the girl, and it was later 
learned that he had left the 
state with her. 

Fayette Coleman now is .ear* 
ing for her 4-year-old grand
daughter while Keli Coleman 
is serving a jail term ordered 
by Wayne County Circuit 
Judge Timothy Kenny. 

Fayette Coleman didn't ; 
deny that her daughter start
ed a fire while residents were 
inside the Willow Creek 
building, on Newburgh south 
of Ford. 

"She just wanted them to 
tell her where her baby was," 
Fayette Coleman said. 

Fayette Coleman described 
her daughter as a mother pf 
five who would never do any
thing to place her children in 
harm's way. 

She contacted the Observer 
to say she wanted to clear up 
any misconceptions. 

However, Westland police 
have said that starting a fire 
inside an apartment building 
is no way to resolve a dispute. 

Keli Coleman had been 
ordered to stand trial follow
ing a preliminary hearing in 
January in front, of Westland 
18th District Judge C. Charles 
Bokos. 

Her defense attorney had 
portrayed her as a mother 
who shouldn't stand trial, say
ing she was desperate to get 
back a daughter who had 
been taken by the father. 
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John Glenn names Terry its Distinguished Alumnus 
A retired Westland Police officer has been 

selected as the John Glenn High School 2007 
Distinguished Alumnus. 

Michael Terry will be honored as part of the 
high school's commencement ceremony next 
month. 

Born in Canada, Terry moved to Michigan 
when he was eight years old. His family settled 
in Westland where he attended Wilson 
Elementary School and Marshall Middle 
School. He graduated from John Glenn High 
School in 1969. 

Terry joined the Westland Police Department 
in 1973.' 

Terry 

He was promoted to sergeant 
in 1987 before retiring in 2002. 
For 13 years, he served as the 
department's sex crimes and 
child abuse investigator, han
dling hundreds of cases involv
ing rape and sexually abused 
children. 

In 1980, Terry was shot while 
responding to a domestic vio

lence complaint. 
The incident was later featured on the CBS 

television show Top Cops. The incident led to 
his interest in becoming a police academy 

instructor. 
He taught classes on domestic violence in the 

Wayne County Regional Police Training 
Academy at Schoolcraft College and later taught 
sexual assault investigation at the Wayne 
County Sheriff's Academy. 

Terry has an associate's degree in criminal jus
tice from Schoolcraft College, a bachelor's 
degree in criminal justice from Madonna 
University, and a master's degree in criminal 
justice from the University of Detroit Mercy. 

In 1999, Michael was named the Wayne 
County Victim Advocate of the Year by the 
Wayne County Prosecutors Office, given to 

someone who exemplifies "the compassionate.' 
handling of crime victims." 4 

Following his retirement, Terry worked as the 
police security liaison at John Glenn High 
School. He currently is the program chair for , 
the School of Criminal Justice at ITT Technical 
Institute in Canton, a two year associate's degree 
program. •/'•"•' 

Terry and his wife Barbara, a domestic vio- ,:. 
lence supervisor for First Step, have two chil- . 
dren - Dawn, 25, and Darren, 24. 

Terry will be honored at a reception then 
address the Class of 2007 during commence
ment ceremonies Saturday, June 2. 

Mother's Day is Sunday, May 13th. 
's 

eve 
mom needs to look and feel great... whether 
she's on the golf course, tennis courts, by 
the pool, or simply out enjoying her summer! 
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RECEIVE 20¾ OFF LADIES GOLF £ TENNIS APPAREL 
ON THE COURSE: 
Adidas 
Ashworth 
Bobby Jones 
Bette & Court 
Burberry 
Lija 
And More! 

ON THE COURT: 
Fila 
Sergio Tacchnici 
Wilson 
Nike 
Tail 
Pure Lime 
Balle Be Match 

New tennis equipment from Venn and Wilson. 

BUY ONES GET O f HALF OFF*. 
Ladies Nike and EP Pr^bpttoms. 
*Of greater or equal value. ¾̂¾¾ 

Select brands 25-50% off. 
Save $20 off select brands of ladies golf bags, when you make 
any golf purchase. Select ladies Nike shoes are just $39.99. 

Visit www.boynecountrysports.com 
for locations and store hours. 

Sale runs May 1 through May 13, 2007. v\v\u.bo\ruiioimlr\ sports.com 


