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BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Alongtime Westland resident is
spearheading a new push to convince
city leaders to start a curbside recycling
program.

Margot McCormack and a few of her
friends have collected 158 signatures — -
and they're seeking more ~ from resi-
dents who are tired of waiting.

The group has collected signatures in

several residential neighborhoods secat- -

tered from the Joy-Middlebelt area in
the northeast end to the Newburgh-
Glenwood area on the sonthwest side.

issue. Trash is a world issue”

She should know. McCormack, a certi-
fied advanced master gardener, moved
from Germany to the United States in
1969 after she met her husband, Jim,
who was in the Army She officially .
became a U.S. citizen in February 2006.

“Growing up in Furope it was part of

our life to recycle,” she said.

The MeCormacks, who have t\&ro adult
ohﬂdren, have been in Westland since

1997 to subscribe to a curbside recycling
program that failed dué to poor partlc:l-
pation.

A similar program for $50 ayear
never took off in 2003. Residents who
want to recycle may take their materials
to the city’s public service yard on -
Marquette east of Newburgh. Some peo-

-ple also take theirs to friends who live in
cities that have curbside programs,

Residents like McCormack believe
that more people would reeyele if they
had'a program that is more convenient.

McCormack cculdn t beheve ‘1t when

1973, just seven years after it became a

city. They paid the $34-a-year fee in

B ‘PLEASE SEE REC‘!CLING, A4

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

n for curbside recyclmq

“This is not pohtml * McCormack, 66,
told the Observer. “We just want curb-
side recycling in Westland. It’s a world

Margot McCormack
talks about her™ ™
support for a
Westiand curhside
recycling program.’
She came {o an
interview with pro-
recycling
signatures she and
her friends
coltected, and
maps showing
where they -
cotlected them.

‘Students feel

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Alex Kivari, Chance Wright,
Chad Klavinger and Terrell
Davis sat at the table looking
over a Patriot Missile exhaust
tube. They were on a mission to
identify the manufacturing
problems that caused the tube
to fail

“We've found quite a few,”
said Klavinger. “The first group
mund out they used the wrong

fller rod. T ]’i(‘!} used carbon
instead of stainless steel. -

“The T joint and butt joint,
they welded aluminum to stain-
less steel. The alloys don't add
up.”

There was no government
contract hanging on the results
of their investigation. It was a
test for 34 welding students
from at the William D. Ford
Career Technical Center with |
the top score getting an $800
top-of-the-line welder and a
summer job at Woolf Aireraft
Products Inec.

The daylong competition was
the idea of Joe Pavlanis, process
and quality engineer at Woolf,
Students in Nick Regets’ weld-
ing class have been visiting the
factory for more than six years,
and Pavlanis wanted to kick it
up a notch.

he hest n weing contest

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRARHER

John Glenn High Schou! junior Richard Curylo works on his TiG (gas tungsten arc) welding as part of a competition

sponsored and heid at Woolf Ajreraft Products in Romulus. The competition was for welding students from the William
PLEASE SEE WELDING, AS  D. Ford Career Technical Center. . )

Suspect sought in holdups at CVS stores

BY DARRELL CLEM .
STAFF WRITER

A Westland drugstore has become the lat-
est targetin‘aseries of early-morning rob-

- beries of area CVS stores, authorities said.

Thie latest holdup happened shortly after 7
a.m. Sunday when a lone gunman robbed the

CVS store on the northeast corner of Warren -

and Venay, police Sgt. David Heater said.

The ginman took cash, fled out the back
door and was last seen leaving in a black STV
with a license plate on the lower left bumpes,
police said.

No one was injured during the robbery,
police Sgt. Ed Price said.

“There were 3o shots fired - just some
scared people,” he'said,

The gunman was deseribed as a light-
skinned black male or a Hispanic man, about
6 feet tall and 210 pounds. A CVS employee

told police the suspect had a beard and wore

a white jacket and a white balleap.

Anyone who has information about the
rebbery is urged to call the Westland Police
Department’s Detective Bureau doring day-
time business hours at (734) 721-6311.
Otherwise, call the police station’s main iefe-

phone number af (734) 722- -9600.

The latest CVS robbery followed four oth-
ers, including two in Farmington Hills and

two In Southfield, authorities said.

. In Farmington Hills, the second armed
robberywithin a week was reported at 7:10
am, April 8,
" Onefemale employes was arranging news-

- papers in the front of the store at 29000
Orchard Lake Road when a suspect entered,
walked to the fivst aisle, turned arcund and
approached her and another worker, police

said.

The suspect, described as a heavyset black

male wearing a hat, ordered the two women
1o an office while he pointed a handgun at
them, authorities said. He demanded cash
and told them to put it in a bag, then fled on
foot out the back door. ,

Four days earlier, the CVS on Nine Mile at
Haggerty was robbed by an armed man who
demanded cash from an employee. That inci~
dent happened at 4¢45 a.m. in a 24-hour
store.

The worker described the suspectasa
black male, 30-40 years old, about 5-foot-10
and 240 pounds.

" The gunman was wearing an orange coat
and was caught on a video surveillance cam-
era, according to Farmington Hills police.

Details about the Southfleld CVS robbery
weren't immediately available.

Staff writer Stacy Jenkins coniributed fo this story.

delem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953200

-prison for armed robhery

men plead quilty
0 brutal break-i in

8Y DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Three young men
charged iu a torturous
home invasion on o
Westland’s northwest side
pleaded guilty this week
and aceepted lengthy
prison seniences.

James Michael Hobson,
18, Harry James Taylor, 23,
and DeCory Lamar Sharpe,
19, admitted their involve-
ment in a brutal home
invasion last Sept. 20 at
Westwood Village
Apartments, at Joy and Hix
roads.

A 47-year-old vietim told
police he was robbed at
gunpoint after intruders

" came in his doorwall, tied

him up with 2 cord and
packing tape, ransacked his
apartment and stole & gun,
liquor, credit cards, a cell
phone and his 2005 Monte
Carlo.

Taylor, a Canton resident,
faces 14 to 25 years in
prison for armed robbery
and two years for a felony
firearms charge, He plead-
ed guilty Monday in front
of Wayne County Circuit’
Judge Michael Hathaway.

Hobson, also of Canton,
has accepted 10-20 years in

and two years for a felony
firearms charge. Sharpe, a
Westland resident, faces
10.5 to 20 years behind
bars for armed robbery,
Taylor and Hobson plead-

ed guilty Wednesday - the

same day they were to face
trial.

All three men will be for-
mally sentenced by
Hathaway on May 16, but
they averted a trial and
accepted their punishment
after prosecutors agreed to
drop other charges, such as
torture, first-degree home
invasion and car theft.

If convicted during a
frial, the tric could have
faced penalties ranging up -
to life in prison. ,
- Westland detectives wel-
comed the outcome of a

case that =
brought the
victim back
to Michigan
from his new
home in |
Arizona.
“He actual-
ly came back
from Arizona.
to make sure
that justice
was done,”
police Sgt.
David Heater
said.
Prosecutors
refused to
offer lenient
sentences to
| the defen-
.dants, partly
Jbecause the
home inva-
gion was so
brutal. The
victim feared
— he was going
Taylor to be killed
as the intruders tied him up
and ransacked his apart-
ment. ' '
Police 8gt. Steve Borisch
deseribed himself as “very
satisfied” with the way the.
case was resolved.
“That’s a long time to go
to prison,” he said. “But I
do feel sad for all the par-

Hohsmi

Sharpe

ents and relatives.”

Hobson, Sharpe and
Taylor made their pleas
after a fourth defendant,
19-year-old Laquinta .
Cuntez Terry of Southfield,
pleaded guilty in late -
March to an armed robbery
charge.

Terry - the first to admit
his involvement - was sen-
tenced to seven to 15 years
in prison. Westland police
arrested the suspects last
October after allegedly
linking fingerprints to one
of the defenidants from
another case in Canton.
Ultimately, the suspects
made statements implicat-
ing themselves in the
Westland home invasion.:

delem@hometowniife.com
{734} 9532110
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LPS students earn awards in art contest

Thirteen Livonia Public
Schools students received
awards at the Michigan
PTSA Reflections Awards
Ceremony, which tock

«place April 21 at Walled

. Lake Ceniral High School.

They are:

— Mariah Morgan, from
Holmes Middle School,
with an award of excellence

-“in photography, middle
2 division,

~ Alexander Dehne, from

iz Churchill High School,

with an award of excellence
in photography, senior divi-
sion.

- Jacob Bieganski, from

" Grant Elementary, with an

raward of excellence in visu-
al arts, primary division.

+ = Pranavia Midathada,
from Frost Middle School,
with an award of merit in
visual arts, middle division.

- Aaron Dunn, from

“Stevenson High School,
with an award of merit in
visual arts, senior division.

- Daniel Fairbanks, from
'Stevenson, with an award
'of excellence in visual arts,
senior division.

- Aimee Moccia, from
Riley Upper Elementary,
with an award of merit in
literature, intermediate
division.

- Christian Vandercook,
from Franklin High School,
with an award of merit in

{iterature, senjor division.

- William Sweetman,

" from Hoover Elementary,
with an award of excellence
in music, primary division.

- Logan Vines, from
Riley, with an award of
merit in music, middle
division.

- Alwin David, from
Webster Elementary, with
an award of excellence in
music, middie division.

-~ Heather Huber, from
Stevenson, with an award
of excellen¢e in musice, sen-
ior division. ,

- Blake Morgan, from
Steveénson, with an award
of excellence in music, sen-
ior division.

In addition to theses
awards, Fairbanks’ visual
arts entry earned the Best
of Theme Award and the
Connie Ernst Award, which
is the state's top award.

Also, Blake
Morgan’s music entry and
Fairbanks' visual arts entry
have been selected to rep-

_resent Michigan at the
National PTA Convention
in 8t. Louis this June.

The award ceremony was
highlighted with a
musical performance by
Blake Morgan, who did a
live version of the musical
composition he entered
into Reflections, a piece
called “Autumn Mist.”

Nine of the thirteen LPS students who received awards at the Michigan
PTSA Reflections award ceremony show off their awards. They are
(clockwise from top) Blake Morgan, Heather Huber, Pranavia Midathada,
Marish Morgan, William Sweetman, Jacob Bieganski, Logan Vines, Alwin
David and Daniel Fairbanks,

Blake Morgan, center, performs his Reflections entry, ‘Autumn Mist, at -
the state awards ceremony. Assisting him are Heather Huber on
bass, Rick Mergan on drums and Graham Liddeli on guitar.
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CORRECTIONS

In the April 29 edition of the Observer, Livonia Blue's Kelly
Tapella should have been identified as a junior captain from
Franklin High School who earned first-team All-Observer honors
in girls gymnastics. The article appeared in The Big Show Winter
Sporis All-Area Teams for 2006-07.

. .

The headline for the Westland Public Library’s Information
Central column which appeared in the Sunday, April 20, issne of
the Observer should have stated that April is National Parkinson’s
Disease Awareness Month. '

Visit us at hometownlife.com

1PS Foundatmn"’offers*
college savings plan

www.hometownfife.com

,.

for first-graders

BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

It’s not quite the
Kalamazoo Promise, But it’s
a competitive edge:

And that’s just what the
Livonia Public Schools
Foundation is calling its plan
to provide district first-
graders with a savings plan
for college.

LPS Foundation president
Jim Cambridge announced
the Competitive Edge at
Monday’s school board meet-
ing,

“As a way to atiract new
families to the community
and show existing families
the commitment we have to

their family, we hope to pro-

vide a college planning and
savings program for each
first-grade student in our
district,” he said. “We want to
tell eurrent homeowners and
potential new homeowners,
here at LPS we are invested
in your child’s success and we
care.

The LPS Foundation’s goal
will be to help families begin
their planning for their chil-
dren’s post-high school edu-
cation early, and also hope-

fully providing seed money to

begin their savings,
Cambridge said.

Just how much money the
program could raise is not
known. The idea is in its
early stages, Cambridge said.

“We don’t have a (fund-
raising) goal. We know it is
going to be a lot of money,
but we think we're going to

_ be able to raise it,” he said.

“We're encouraged by our
prospects.”

Here’s how the program
works: Incoming first-
graders would get a 529 col-
lege savings plan and the
foundation will “fund it to
some extent,” Cambridge

Pencil us in and yow'll
be saving wore
thawn just the date.

Women’s Health
& Wellness Tour

Clear your calendars to make room for the
Oakwood Women's Health & Wellness Tour-
from 2 untl 7 p.m. on May 15 and 16 at the -
Oakwood Dearborn Medical Park, Check out our
latest women’s health programs and participate in
screenings that could save your life. You'll alsa
~ be able to view interactive displays and participate
in discussions with Oakwood doctors on 'topics
including the latest in digital mammography, brea:
health, orthopedics, women'’s heart disease af
morte. For details, visit www.oakwood.o

said. Parents and grandpar-
ents could augment that sav-
ings. “It’s our hope that by
the time the first-graders
graduate from Livonia Public
Schools, they would have
enough money to go to col-
lege)”

The plan has been dis-
cussed at LPS Foundation
board meetings, but all the

. details are still being worked

out. Cambridge added that
he doesn’t know when the
program would begin.
“Basically what we have'now
is a very good idea.”

The Competitive Edge is
ingpired by the Kalamazoo
Promise.

Unveiled in 2005 the .
Kalamazoo plan prowdes
each Kalamarzoo Public
School graduvate with upto a
scholarship covering up to
100 percent tuition for col-
iege. It is funded by anony-
mous donors. -

“That has had a tremen-

~ dous effect on that communi-

ty,” Cambridge said. In addi-
tion to helping market the
school district, he added that
such a plan could spur eco-

nomic development and jobs

and increase housing values,

“If it works it will have a
profound effect,” he said.

Local redl estate agent
Betty Bjarhiesen said the plan
would be “an added perk” for
Livonia.

“Off the top of my head, 1
can think of several clients
who moved from other com-
munities to Livonia because
of our educational program-
ming,” said Bjarnesen, who
works for Keller Wiltiams
Realty on Five Mile. A pro-
gram that gets residents and
businesses working closer
together to promote the edu-
cational system would be

another key selling point, she .

said.
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