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Dad wants
to tell

about ‘the
real Alex’

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Standing in front of
his two-story home on
Westland's north side, a
somber Pete Letkemann
rejected the way his
18-year-old som, Alex,
has been portrayed as a
vicious criminal involved
in the stabbing, behead-
ing and burning of former
Westland resident Damel
G. Sorensen.

“We are chomping at
the bit to get the word
out about the real Alex
— not this pretend Alex
they're talking about,”
Letkemann said.

The family’s desire to
tell their story has been
hampered by attorneys
who have advised them
against talking while the
case is unfolding against
their son und anvthey
defendant, 17-year-old
Jean Pierre Orlewicz of -
Plymouth Township.

“Ask anybody who
knows Alex and they wilt
tell you that he’s not like
this,” Pete Letkemann

“said. -

With that, he walked
into his house asan
autumn breeze blew
gently along this quiet,
well-kept street where
residents are stunned
that Alex Letkemann is
charged with first-degree
premeditated murder,
felony murder and mutila-
tion of a corpse.

A neighbor who only
wanted her first name,
Emma, used said she
can’t believe the same
boy who played hockey
in the street and who

" did odd jobs for elderly

Please see ALEX, A3

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

a very large family, despite
the fact he was an only child.
That’s because Sorensen,

killed last week in a brutal
attack police say was perpe-
trated by two teenagers from
Plymouth Township and
Westland, respectively, used

family and friends.

That’s why, according to
his dad, some 200 members
of Danny’s “family” were on
hand to pay their respects at
his funeral Tuesday.

“Danny was a funny per-

Danny Sorensen came from

the same distinction to define

Thursday, Nov. 8 -

arrested.

A work crew discovers victim's burned,

decapitated body In a field on 7 Mile
near Ridqe in Northvilfe Township.

Wednesday, Nov, 7 -
Prosecutors believe slaying
‘_ nccurred m a Canton qarage.

His parents say Daniel Sorensen, a
former Westland resident killed last
-week, was fiercely loyal t¢ friends
and family.

Friday, Nov. 9/Saturday, Nov. 10-
Jean Plerre Orlewicz, 17, of Plymouth Township,
and Alexander Letkemann, 18, of Westland, are

Saturday, Nov. 10 -
Victim's head is found

in Hines Park'in

Friday night, Nov, 9 -
Detectives find victim's truck

in a Meljer parking lot at .
Warren/Newburgh in Westland.

Dearborn Heights.

A

Map shows time fine in the investigation of the sfaying of Daniel Sorensen.

Charges in beheading death stun neighbors

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Emotions among residents
in the Plymouth Township
neighborhood of accused
killer Jean Pierre Orlewicz
were still running the gamnt
among shock, fear and pro-
tectiveness days after the 17-
year-old Canton High School
senior was arrested in connec-
tion with the brutal murder

son,” said James Sorensén, 51,

a retail manager who lives in
Westland with his wife, Kim.
“He loves his friends; he’d do
anything for them. The defi-

nition of friend and family

was interchangeable for him. -

Hehad a lot of people who
loved him.”

The elder Sorensen was
frank about his son. For
instance, he had a record
for a sexual offense when he
was 18 that was initially por-
trayed in the media as part of
the reason for his death but
has since been “cleared up,”
according to Jim Sorensen.

The case occurred in
Hlinois when Danny was

of a 26-year-old River Rouge .
man.

Neighbors watched Friday
as several police cars, at least
some unmarked, surrounded
the family’s Beacon Hill
home. One neighbor, who fre-
quently steps outside to smoke
because his wife is ill, said he
thought at first the family was
“having a party.”

It soon proved to be some-
thing far more serious.

18, and actually constituted
a consensual relationship
between him and a gir! who
turned out to be 14 at the
* time. The term “sexual preda-
tor” appeared in headlines
and newscasts in the days
following his death, but Jim
Sorensen thinks all of that
has been cleared up now.
“When this first came out,
{the media) made a big issue
of Danny being on the sexual
offender registry, but I think
they've clarified that,” the
elder Sorensen said Tuesday.
“You heard people say, ‘He.
was a sexual predator, he got
what he deserved. Well, that’s
just ignorance. By and large,

“This was the shock of
shocks,” said the neighbor,
who asked not to be identi-
fied. “This is the type of
neighborhood where people
don't come out much at night

.. I'm not saying I knew (Jean.
Pierre Orlewicz) very well,
but he always drove slowly
because of kids, and he’d help
his mom in the yard.

Please sec CHARGES, A3

Victim's father: ‘There was a lot of love’

we're very pleased with how
(Danny) has been portrayed.

" “He had some struggles,
but he was a good kid.”

As a youngster, James -
Sorensen said, Danny was
“precocious.” There was the
time, when Jim was a col-
lege student in Utah and his
young family lived in col-
lege-owned housing, when
Danny would be playing in
the complex’s yard and would
disappear.

Jim would frantically walk
the grounds, calling his son’s
name, only to discover himin’
the home of another child.

Piease see SORENSEN, A3
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Glenn students

round up

food for

Salvation Army

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

They’re lightweight and por-

k table.

They're also sold in boxes of
12, and when the top prize in
a food drive is determined by
the number of items donated,
it’s no wonder, Ramen noodles
are a popular item in the John
Glenn High School Student
Council’s annual food drive.

“We've got lots and lots of
noodles,” said council vice
president Miesha Johnson,
placing packages of the noodles
on a stack that was taller than
she is. “They’re not heavy and
they're easy to carry”

Of course, there’s lots of
canned fruit, vegetables, beans
and soup to round out the
donations that are hieaded for-:.-
the Salvation Army Wayne~
Westland Corp

The food driv éﬁtually isa
competition among second-
hour classes at the high school.
Students spent last week
bringing in donations. Student

. Council members collected
» and counted on Monday for

pickup by the Salvation Army

“on Tuesday.

The counting is important

- because the class that brings

in the most food wins a pizza
or sub party. Second place is

. & doughnut and bagel party,
" while the third-place class gets

candy bars, said Skye Jones,
Student Council president. .
On Monday afiernoon, it
looked as though John Retzer’s
class would win with more
than 3,000 items turned in.
“He gives out extra credits,”
said Jones. “He gives out .5
credit for noodles and 1.5 for
canned goods, His classes are
hard — they’re AP — classes
and those kids need the help.”
Jones expects the final
count will be between 5,000 .
and 6,000 items and possibly
enough to bet Wayne Memorial

Satvaticn Army desperately seeking
bell-ringers; See story on A2

High School which also is stag-
ing a food drive. The two high
schools are competing for the
bragging rights of collectmg
the most food.

When the two schools last
did it in 2005, it was Wayne
Memorial that won, although
Jones and Johnson hint that
the contest may have been
rigged.

“They started a week earlier
than we did,” said Jones. “They
schedule theirs after they heard
when ours was, We got 3,000
last time, and they said they
got 6,000.7

Jones and Johnson are excit-
ed about the students’ response
this year. Normally, the

- Student Coungil promotes the
--collectlon duting announce-

ts, but were delaved in get-

' ting the word out antil Nov. 2

because of testing.

“We're not allowed to make
announcements when they're
taking tests, they don’t want us
to disturb them,” Jones said.

This food drive is just one of
monthly comnmrenity service
projects done by the Student-
Council. The council doesa
blood drive in March and holds
jar wars to help raise funds to
donate to Friends of EB.

“During Christmas we plan
to adopt two children,” said
Johnson.

“We do plan to goto a local
¢lemeritary school and throwa
Christmas party,” added Jones.
“We'll make cookies and do
face painting. We try to do at
least one project a month, the
party is our December proj-
ect.”

Ten to 15 Student Council
members helped collect the
food Monday afternoon. Jones
was grateful classrooms with
large amounts of food like
Amanda Laidlaw’s class with
1,193 items counted for them.

* TOMHAWLEY | STAFFPHOTOGRAPHER

Johr Glenn junior Asra Najam (floor) sophomores Louissa Yillaroman
.(behind) and Sidrah Nijam (right) pack a carry out can food that was
collected for the Jnl_m‘ Glenn.High Scheal Student Council's annual food drive.
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Westland woman found
incompetent to stand
trial in child abuse case

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland woman accused
of tucking her newborn baby
in a trash bag and putting
him in her parents’ garage has’
been found incompetent — for
now — to stand trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court, officials
confirmed Monday.,

Forensic experts have
declared 27-year-old Valeeka
Gartrell incompetent becanse
she doesn't understand court
proceedings against her and
can’t assist in her own defense,
Assistant Wayne County
Prosecutor Maria Miller said.

Gartrell is charged with

attempted murder and first- =~

degree child abuse amid alle~
gations she put her babyina
trash bag after she gave birth
on the morning of April 23 at
her parenis’ house, near Joy
and Hix roads on Westland’s
northwest side. -

Relying on forensic experts,

Circnit Judge Jeanne Stempien
has adjourned Gartrell’s trial
until she is determined compe-
tent — if ever — to stand trial.
- Gartrel} will be re-evalu-
ated periodically to determine
whether she is competent,
Miller said.

Gartrell in June had waived

.+ her right to a preliminary hear-

ing, prompting Westland 18th
District Judge C. Charies Bokos
to order her to stand trial. If
the case goes to trial and ends
in a conviction, Gartrell could
face penaltles ranglng up to life
in prison.

During the summer, now-
retired Judge Gail McEnight
had reduced Gartrell’s bond
from $100,000 cash to
$50,000/10 percent after one

~ of Gartrell’s cousins offered to

watch over her and give her a
place to stay while the case is
pending. The defendant was
released after her family post-
ed $5,000.

Police have said that
Gartrell’s infant son and her 3-
vear-old daughter were in the
care of their grandparents,

Authorities have said
Gartrell woke her mother April
23 and told her that she was
bleeding, Her parents, who
knew she was pregnant, took
her to 8t. Mary Mercy Hospital
in Livonia, where doctors told
them the baby already had
been born, police Sgt. Chris
Benson has said.

Relatives returned to the
Gartrell house and heard eries
comning from the garage. They
found the newborn alive in a
garbage bag, Benson said.

deiem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2116

Bowling benefit -

Friends of Bridgette
Mozham will hold a bowling
benefit for the youngster and
her family 1-4 p.m. Saturday,
Nov. 17, at Town ‘N Country
Lanes on Wayne Road at
Avondale in Westiand. The cost
is $10 per person for threes
games of bowling and shoes.
There also will be a raffle and
50/50 drawing. Prizes include
gift cards and gift certificates,
and autographed Detroit Red
‘Wings hockey puck and skate-

‘board from DC Skateboard.

Register at the door. '

A fifth-grader at Madison
Elementary Schocl, the young-
ster was injured when she and
her cousin were hit by a motor-
ist while they were crossing
Cherry Hill Oct. 18. She is now
out of the hospital and recover-
ing at home.

For more information or to
make a donation, call Madison
School at (734) 419-2710.

Free dinner

Rocky’s Family Diner, 1622 .
S. Wayne north of Palmer, is
offering a free Tha,nksgiving

5

Salvation Army needs bell-ringers

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

" Facing alarger outery for
help and a projected $55,000
budget shortfall by Christmas,

1the Westland-based Salvation
" Army this year desperately
‘needs bell-ringers for its red

kettle campaign, officials said.
“We have very few (bell-

" AROUND WESTLAND

dinner to families in need 3-

6 p.m. Wednesday, Nov, 21,
owner Rocky Gjoka said. The
meal will include a free turkey

" dinner, coffee and dessert. For

more information call (734)
7_’27-064'0.
Praise and worship

The Lutheran Church of
Our Saviour in Westland will
feature The Urban Lutheran

» Gospel Choir in praise and

worship at 10 a.m. Sunday,
Nov. 18, at the church, 29425
Anmnapolis. Refreshment will
be served following the service.
For more information, call
(734) 728-3440.

In concert

Singer Sarah Wilson will
perfarm songs from her CD
Saturday, Nov. 17, at AMVETS
Post 171, 1217 Merriman,

‘Westland. Tickets cost $20 and

include dinner, Wilson’s show
and an open bar. Tickets must

* be purchased in advance and

are available by calling (734)
721~ 9440,

-Collection

In recognition of Homeless

ringers) compared to what we
need,” said Sandy Kollinger,
volunteer coordinator for

the Salvation Army’s Wayne-
Westland Corps.

With the red kettle campaign

starting Friday, Kollinger still
needs volunteer bell-ringers -

" to work two-hour shifts at 13

sites, mostly in Westland at
places such as Kroger stores

Investing

The Power

n...

Southeast Michigan's future.
Detroit Edison is planning more than $600 million in upgrades to Southeast

Michigan’s electrical system. Work has already begun. Once completed,
it will provide improved reliability for years tc come. We'll be:

* Repairing or replacing hundreds of transformers, fuses,

lightning arresters and other pieces of equipment,

potential problems.

* Trimming thousands of trees to reduce power outages.
- *» Replacing or reconductoring miles of overhead power lines.
* Inspecting thousands of utility poles to |dent|fv and correct

overloaded electrical circuits,

* Rebalancing Southeast Michigan's electrical system to prevent

This is all a part of our ongoing commitment to deliver the energy our
-customers need, when they need it — today, tomorrow and into the future.

For information on Detroit Edison programs, products and services,

cal 800.477.4747.

or visit my.dteenergy.com.

of Your

Community

Detroit Edison
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Awareness Week which is
Sunday-Saturday, Nov. 13-17,
the Wayne County Family
Center in Westland is collect-
ing as many items on their
“agency wish list” as possible.

Ttems such as diapers,
powdered laundry detergent,
flashlights and batteries,
toothbrushes and toothpaste,
twin-sized bed sheets can be
dropped off at the center at
30600 Michigan Ave.,, just east
of Merriman. For a complete
list of acceptable goods, call
Nancy Bass, resource coordi-
nator site supervisor, at (734)
721-0590.

Wr_estlm-q Club

The Westland Bottle
Rockets, a wrestling club for

‘ages 5-14, meets 5:30-7 p.m.

Mondays and Wednesdays
at John Glenn High School.
Practice will begin Monday,
Nov. 26, The club meets from
November to March. Fee is
$20. For more information call
contact Judy at judylawli22@
yahoo.com or call (734) 634-
4595.
Fall bazaar
- The Village of Westland will

and Westland Shopping Center.
To help, call (734) 722-3660

or go online to www.ringbell.

org, where a listing of kettle

* locations and time slots can be

found.

Avolunteer can typically
raise enough money in two
hours to provide meals for 50
or more children, Salvation
Army officials say.

Even before the hohday
seasorn, the Wayne-Westland
Corps already had been
besieged by requests for help
from more than 2,000 addi-
tional people compared to this
time last year.

-“I do believe it is because
of the economy,” Salvation
Army Capt. Matt O’Neil said.
“I believe that with the loss of
jobs and some of the bigger fac-
tories closing, more pecple are
relying on the Salvaiion Army
and other nonprofit or assis-
tance type of agencies.”

The problem is only expect-
ed to worsen as Christmas
approaches.

=== Roofing and Siding Inc. mmm
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

Certainteed Seiect Shingle Roofer
Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner
Professional Roofer Advisory Council

Family Owned and Operated for Qver 45 Years

have its fall bazaar 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 17, featur-
ing baked goods, handmade
jewelry, crochet items, home-
grown herbs, crafts and more.
The Village is located at 32001
Cherry Hill.

For more information caIl
(754) 762-8896.

Tribute to Stars

Tickets will be available
Friday at the door of the
Wayne-Ford Civic League
for a celebrity impersonator
show to benefit the Westland
Goodfellows, which buys
Christmas gifts for needy chil-
dren. :

The event, called A Tribute
to the Stars, costs $25 and
includes & mostaccioli dinner
and a show including imper-
sonators.of Shania Twain, Toby

- Keith, Neil Diamond, Jerty Lee

Lewis, Buddy Holly and Elvis
Presley. Doors willopen at 6§
p.m. with dinner at 6:30 p.m.
and the show at 8 p.m.

The event is being sponsored -

by the Westland Jaycees, For

_more information call Jaycees .

chaplain Gary Bulson at (734)
799-6683.

From Friday through
Christmas Eve, bell-ringers are
needed to help 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday through Thursday and
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and
Saturday, Kollinger said. The
money will help the Salvation
Army during the holiday sea-

son and through the next year.

Local businesses also
will be helping to boost rev-
enues for the Salvation Army,

. said Westland Chamber of

Commerce President Lori
Fodale. Restaurants, gro-
cery stores and banks will be
involved by putting outi red -
kettles on specific days.

Billed as the Red Ketile
Challenge, restaurants that
participate will compete to -
raise the most money on Nov.
30, followed by banks on Dec.
21 and grocery stores on Dec.
22, Fodale said. A listing of
businesses joining the effort
will be announced soon, she
said.
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