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OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In a troubled econ­
omy marked by rising 
expenses, Westland 
single mom Juanita 
Francis looks for 
frugal ways to spend 
quality time with 
daughters Naomi, 
Trinity, Mijai and 
Ashe, ages 5 to 14. 

'She found it 
Tuesday* as did hun­
dreds of others who 
gathered in Tattan 
Park near Carlson 
and Ford for Mayor 
William Wild's latest 
community gather­
ing. 

"I think Westland 
is one of the most 
phenomenal com­
munities around," * 
Francis, a teacher at 
the alternative educa­
tion Tinkham Center, 
said, adding that 
Wild and hi.* admin­
istration "are keeping 
people connected and 
grounded." 

If Francis had 
appeared in a tele­
vised political 
commercial, Wild 
would certainly 
have endorsed her 
message. He spon­
sored his second 
park-based commu- ' 
nity gathering to give 
residents a chance 
to mingle informally 
with his staff, ask 
questions and learn 
about issues ranging 
from his environmen­
tally friendly Mission 
Green program to 
the city's vision for 
sprucing up the Ford 
Road commercial 
corridor. 

Children bounced 
around in inflatable 
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Westland Police School Resource Officer Dan Serrano demonstrates the Seqway personal t ransporter to John and 
Clare Mueller and son Peter, 7, during the Community Gathering at Tattan Park Tuesday evening. For more photos, 
see Page A2. 

play areas, got to pet 
Westland police dog 
Friday and gazed 
at a huge banner 
for Play Planet, a 
25,000-square-foot, 
space-themed play 
structure that will be 
built in late October 
in Tattan Park. The 
crowd watched as 
firefighters demon­
strated how they res­
cue victims trapped 

in vehicle crashes, 
and they learned 
from Deputy Police 
Chief Gary Sikorski 
how a Taser gun 
works. 
; Since the gather­

ing occurred at din­
nertime, Wild's staff 
served up 1,350 hot 
dogs to people who 
said the gathering, 
made possible by 
local business donors, 

seemed like one big 
picnic — a message 
endorsed by Deputy 
Mayor Courtney 
Conover. 

"This is about com­
munity. It's about 
people getting to 
know their neigh­
bors," she said. 

, Juanita Francis' 
oldest daughter, 
Franklin Middle 
School eighth-grader 

Ashe\ said the party 
was bigger than 
a celebration she 
attended near the 
end of her summer 
camp program at the 
Interlochen Center 
for the Arts, where 
she studied singing 
and painting. 

"This is huge," she 
said. 
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A conceptual plan to 
redevelop portions of lead-
contaminated Central City 
Park has received a par­
tially warm response from 
the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, but 
city and county officials con­
cede they will have to revise 
part of their proposal. 

"It's a good foundation," 
MDEQ, project manager Beth 
Vens said Tuesday. "It's a good 
starting point." 

Although it's far too soon 
to pinpoint when part of the 
lOO-acre, fenced-off park, 
could reopen, a Monday 
meeting involving officials 

from MDEQ, Wayne County 
and the city of Westland was 
viewed as productive. 

"I thought it went really 
well," Westland Mayor 
William Wild said. "I didn't 
see anything that we couldn't 
overcome." 

The meeting at MDEQ's 
offices in Warren came two 
months after county and city 
officials submitted a concep­
tual plan to remediate and 
redevelop 15 acres along the 
eastern edge of Westland's 
one-time recreation gem. The 
park was closed after it was 
revealed in November 2006 
that the site, a former landfill, 
was contaminated. 

MDEQ officials appeared 
receptive to plans to use 12 

inches of clean soil and a geo-
textile barrier for an area that 
officials hope to use as three 
soccer fields for adults and 
five for youngsters. 

"This was a very important 
milestone in the process," 
Assistant Wayne County 
Executive Alan Helmkamp 
said. "They've said we're basi­
cally on the right path." 

However, MDEQ has called 
for similar measures beyond 
the proposed soccer fields, in 
an area where officials had 
envisioned using a lesser bar­
rier for more passive activities 
like walking. Vens said the 
tougher requirements would 
give officials more latitude for 
future park uses. 

In yet another area of the 

park, Wild indicated he still 
hopes that officials can con­
vince MDEQ'to not require 
the extensive barrier near 
Friendship Pond, which would 
essentially be used for leisure 
activities. 

Helmkamp cautioned that 
any conceptual plan will be 
followed by a formal proposal, 
likely hundreds of pages, that 
will serve as ablueprint for 
fixing the initial 15 acres of 
Central City Park. 

The three levels of govern­
ment could resume talks 
within two weeks after revi­
sions are made to the con-
ceptuatplan, officials said. 
Referring to a formal propos-

Please see PARK, A3 
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A potential strike by Wayne-
Westland teachers still looms 
amid an impasse in contract 
talks between bargaining teams 
representing the 850-member 
union and school district offi­
cials. 

Despite the stalemate, district 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
confirmed Monday during a 
school board meeting that "we're 
negotiating." Barring a collapse 
of talks, three more bargaining 
sessions are scheduled to occur 
by early next week. 

"There has not been any prog­
ress made," Wayne-Westland 
Education Association union 
President Nancy Strachan 
said Monday evening, as a 
large crowd of placard-car­
rying teachers protested out­
side school district offices on 
Marquette. "It doesn't look good 
as of right now." 

Strachan said teachers want 
contract talks resolved by Oct. 
2. However, Baracy warned that 
a strike would be illegal, and he 
said negotiations will continue 
unless either side ends the effort 
with a 24-hour notice. 

"We feel that they haven't 
made a concerted effort to be 
at the bargaining table," Baracy 
said. 

Strachan said teachers made 
concessions in recent years and 
that they cannot accept further 
setbacks in wages, health care 
and class sizes. She said local 

. teacher salaries rank near the 
bottom in Wayne County. 

Under the last contract, which 
expired Aug. 25, salaries ranged 
from $34,409 for a new teacher 
with a bachelor's degree to 
$82,081 for a seasoned teacher 
with an education specialist 
degree. 

Baracy indicated that school 
officials aren't asking teachers 
to accept a pay cut or freeze, but 
he conceded the two sides are at 
odds over a proposal to give the 
13,000-student district more 
flexibility to choose competitive 
health insurance carriers. 

This week, many teachers 
wore black clothing and "unity" 
buttons to school in an attempt 
to press their issues. They also 
garnered support from several 
parents who contended during 
Monday's school board meeting 
that too many students have 
been placed in some classrooms. 

Baracy responded that 
the district strives to quickly 
address any overcrowding prob­
lems and ftiat "we're going to 
honor the contract." 

Parent Melissa O'Neil 
implored school officials not to 
allow problems like state fund-
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On three separate occasions, 
including Monday evening, Wayne 
Westland teachers have gathered at 
the distr ic t 's administrat ive offices 
to protest the course of current 
contract talks. 

ing shortfalls to usher in cuts 
affecting teachers, "the people 
that really matter to our kids." 

Baracy pledged that the 
district's bargaining team will 
continue to seek what be called 
a fair contract within the finan­
cial constraints facing school 
officials. However, he rejected "a 
ton of inaccurate information" 
that officials say has been dis­
seminated to imply that money 
has been misspent. 

Baracy and board President 
Martha Pitsenbarger said rev­
enues raised from an earlier, 
voter-approved bond issue and a 
sinking fund could only be used 
for specific purposes like build­
ing improvements — and not for 
teacher salaries. 

Board Vice President Skip 
Monit and Trustee William 
Gabriel issued lengthy state­
ments Monday, criticizing 
rumors and saying the board 
is charged with looking out for 
student interests. 

"We answer to a higher 
authority. That authority is our 
kids and their parents," Monit 
said. 

Gabriel called strike threats 
unnecessary and said he would 
hate to see negative bargain^ 
ing tactics damage relations 
between teachers and adminis­
trators. 

"Trash-talking isn't something 
we want to teach our children," 
Gabriel said*. 

As teachers protested outside . 
school district offices Monday; 
Strachan indicated it's the 
district officials — not teach­
ers — who have been unfair in 
contract talks. She said teachers 
in recent years hive made con­
cessions that saved the district 
$19 million, "and now they 
want more." 
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Historic baseball 
Batter up. Local historians 

are reminding baseball fans 
to attend an old-fashioned 
game using 1867 rules at 1 
p.m. Sunday, Sept. 28, at 
Jaycee Park at Hunter and 
Wildwood. The game between 
the Greenfield Village La-de-
Dahs and the Westland Zip-
a-Dee-Doo-Dahs will mark a 
rematch of last year's game, 
which the La-de-Dahs won. 

The event is free. 

fopps soccer 
All disabled children are 

invited to participate in Topps 
Soccer Sundays, now through 
Oct. 26, at the East Field on 
Hines Drive west of Haggerty. 
The cost is $20 and children 
need shin guards and a water 
bottle. Children with Downs 
Syndrome need a doctor's 
note to participate. For more 
information, call Liz Kreza at 
(734) 354-6498 or by e-mail at 
topssoccer@hotmail.com. 

Historical event 
The Westland Historical 

Society will present The 

AROUND WESTLAND 

For an expanded version of Around 
Westland, visit our online edition at 
hometownlife.com and click on the 
Westland home page. • 

Petticoat Ladies during an 
event scheduled for 7 p-m. 
Thursday, Oct. 2, at the 
Westland senior Friendship 
Center, 1119 N. Newburgh. The 
Petticoat Ladies, a group that 
dresses in period costumes, 
will give a presentation called 
"Mothers of Invention" that 
will highlight the contribu­
tions of women. 

The cost is $6 for seniors 
and $9 for others. Proceeds 
will benefit the Westland 
Historic Park Village on 
Wayne south of Marquette. 
There will be refreshments 
and door prizes. 

For more information 
or tickets, call (734) 522-
3918, (734) 729-1605 or the 
Friendship Center at (734) 
722-7628. It is recommended 
to buy tickets in advance. 

Spaghetti dinner 
The monthly spaghetti din­

ner is back at the Dyer Senior 
Center in Westland. Enjoy 

spaghetti, salad and desert , 
for $6 as well as entertain­
ment. Dinner is being served 
4-7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 26. 
The Dyer Center is at 36745 
Marquette, east of Newburgh, 
in Westland. For more infor­
mation, call (734) 419-2020. 

Constituent hours 
Staff of U.S. Rep. Thaddeus 

McCotter, R-Livonia, will hold 
office hours. The time is set 
aside so that the citizens have 
the opportunity to speak with 
a staff member one on one. 
Office hours for Thursday, Oct. 
2, are 9-10 a.m. at the Canton 
Summit Senior Center, 11 
a.m. to noon at the Northville 
Senior Center, 12:30-1:30 
p.m. at the Plymouth District 
Library and 2:30-3;30 p.m. 
at*the Van Buren Senior 
Center. Tuesday, Oct. 7 office 
hours are 9-10 a.m. at Livonia 
Civic Park Senior Center, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. at the 
Redford Community Center, 
1-2 p.m. at the Maplewood 
Community Center in Garden 
Cityand 2:30-3:30 p.m. at the 
Westland senior Friendship 
Center. 
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Two-year-oid Matthew Daniels had a blast bouncing with his brother Michael, 12, inside one of Bobby's 
Bouncers at the Community Gathering in Tattart Park Tuesday evening. 

Juan it a Francis and daughters, Mijai (left), Ashe\ and (not pictured) Trinity and Naomi, enjoyed the 
community gathering. 

Westland K-9 officer Joe Bobby 
and his dog Friday take part in 
Mayor William Wild's community 
gathering in Tattan Park. Josiah 
Best, 8, sisters Samantha, 10, and 
Emily, 13, get the chance to pet 
Friday. 

Newest W-W school trustee 
takes her oath of office 

BY DA8RELLCLEM 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school board appointee 
Shawna Walker got a strong vote of confidence 
Monday from a high-ranking friend, Westland 
City Clerk Eileen DeHart, who presided over 
Walker's swearing-in ceremony. 

"She's as beautiful on the inside as she is 
on the outside," DeHart said, administering 
Walker's oath of office. 

DeHart predicted that Walker, applauded by 
onlookers including husband Dwayne, will be a 
"true friend" to students and staff. 

Walker was seated on the seven-member 
board after she was chosen earlier this month to 
replace former Trustee Frederick Weaver, who 
resigned after he moved to Midland for a new 
job. 

Walker, a former Ford Motor Co. employee 
who is now an optical technician attending 

Henry Ford Community College, called her 
appointment "an honor." She and her husband 
have four children. 

Walker's colleagues wasted little time draft­
ing her as one of the board's two delegates 
to a Michigan Association of School Boards 
assembly scheduled for Oct. 30-Nov. 3 in Grand 
Rapids. 

She will represent the board and the 13,000-
student district along with Trustee William 
Gabriel, who won election to the board in May 
and who replaced longtime board member 
Terrance McClain, who didn't seek re-election. 

Walker will serve in her appointed post 
through next June. She already has indicated 
that she plans to seek election to the board in 
next May's election. 
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Helping out 
FrieM-holds benefit to aid 
caiider patient and her family 

PARK 
FROM PAGE A1 

8Y SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 
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Patty Hawkins would love to 
raise $1 niillion for her friend 
Dee Sitarski, but she'll settle 
for a lot less. Any amount she 
and her husband, Dave, are 
able to raise at a mostaccioli 
dinner this weekend will do. 

"I did a benefit for a friend 
in May and raised $6,000, I'd 
like to raise that for Dee, but 
any amount is more than what 
they have now," the Wayne 
resident said. 

A lunch lady at the Burger 
Center for Students with 
Autism, the Garden City resi­
dent has been battling cancer 
since October 2007, when a 
trip to th^ doctor for diffi­
culty breathing and bad cough 
resulted in a diagnosis of post 
stage 4 small cell lung cancer 
that has spread to her back 
and brain. 

She is receiving outpatient 
chemotherapy at Garden City 
Hospital tb treat the tumors in 
her lungs which make it diffi­
cult to breath, Hawkins said. 

The dinner and silent auc­
tion fundraiser will be 3-7 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 27, at 
Guardian/Martial Arts, 30942 
Ford, between Merriman and 
Middlebel| in Garden City. 
Tickets forstRe dinner cost $7-

The Ha\$k!nses have gotten 
42 businesses in Garden City, 
Westland, Canton and Wayne 
to donate feihe fund-raiser, 
making it firjssible to have 21 
gift raffles, 11 gift certificate _ 
raffles and five silent auctions. 
There also will be a 50/50 
raffle. 

The family, which includes 
husband Greg and 15-year-old 
son Aaron, have had trouble 
paying bills since she was diag­
nosed. 

"Her loss of income has hit 
them hard" said Hawkins. 

"She hasn't been able to work, 
so hopefully we can make 
some rifbney for them." 

HawMns and Sitarski have 
been friends for 10 years. They 
met while taking their sons to 
speech therapy at Oakwood 
Annapolis Hospital. Four years 
ago, Sitarski took Hawkins' 
son to Guardian Martial Arts 
where her son, Aaron, was 
training. He dropped out, but 
Hawkins' son stuck with it. 

That connection led to Kelly 
and Shelby Perkins offering 
use of the facility for the ben­
efit. 

Since, the building is close 
to where the family lives, Dee 
Sitarski is planning to be 
there, Hawkins said. 

The Hawkinses have been 
working on the benefit since 
late July and according to 
Patty Hawkins, they didn't 
tell Sitarski they were doing it 
— with good reason. 

"You don't tell Dee, you ask 
Dee," she said. "I told her we'd 
seen her struggling and said 
we'd like to do something. She 
had tears rolling down her face 
and said OK." 

The Hawkinses have been 
"plastering" 200-300 fliers in 
stores around town to promote 
the event and are hoping for a 
big turnout. The more people 
who come.or who make dona­
tions, the better. 

People who would like to 
make a donation can send 
a check, made payable to 
Dee Sitarski, care of Patty 
Hawkins, 35436 Chestnut 
St., Wayne, MI 48184. For 
more information, call the 
Hawkinses during evening 
hours at (734) 467-4995. 

"Dee is a very strong-willed 
person," said Hawkins. "She's 
going to get every single 
moment she can get out of life." 

smason@>hometownlife com I (734) 953-2112 

al, Helmkamp said, "we're still 
many months away." 

Nothing has yet been said 
about a proposal to fix the rest 
of the park, which is owned by 
the county and leased to the 
city. 

In other developments, Vens 
said the MDEQbelieves that 
additional testing for con­
taminants should be conducted 
around Friendship Pond, 
because "right now there's 
hardly any data from that 
zone" and those limited ear­
lier samples indicated slightly 
elevated levels of lead. She said 
more tests could help pinpoint 
whether officials need to put in 
a barrier or simply dig out lim­
ited "hot zones." 

She also said more soil tests 
may be sought on the eastern 
edge of the park to help deter­
mine how far the protective 
barrier should be extended. 

Moreover, Vens said the 
MDEQ, also has called for more 
methane monitors on the east­
ern and southern perimeters 
of the park to ensure there's 
no threat to nearby residences, 
including Taylor Towers 
and homes east of Carlson. 
Vens said those measures 
would be similar to moni­
tors already in place on the 
north end of the park, near the 
Bailey Recreation Center and 
Westland 18th District Court. 

Helmkamp said county and 
city officials already have pro­
posed trenches and piping to 
vent methane on the north end 
of the park. 
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Publ ic Auct ion of Tax Foreclosed P r o p e r t y 

October 20,21,22, and *23,2008 
International Center Building, 400 Monroe, 5th Floor 

Detroit, Michigan 
*If necessary 

BIDDER REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00 A.M. AUCTION BEGINS AT 9:30 A.M. 
ON Oct. .20 EACH DAY THEREAFTER THE AUCTION IS SCHEDULED TO 
BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M. 
A $500 CASHIER'S CHECK in U.S. funds is required per property bid payable to 
the Wayne County Treasurer. A CASHIER'S CHECK must be shown at registration. 
The Wayne County Treasurer, as the foreclosing governmental unit, under Public 
Act 123 of 1999, reserves the right to remove any property from the sale and to 
reject any and all bids. List of properties being offered and rules and regulations are 
available online at: 

www.wavnecounty.com/tre asurer 

Auction books will be available at the Treasurer's Office. Check website for exact 
date. 

RAYMOND J. WOJTOWICZ 
Wayne County Treasurer 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday / 8 A.M.-4:30 P.M. 
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Members of the John Glenn High School Homecoming Court will have to wait until half-time Friday evening 
to find out who will be crowned king and gueen. Vying for the Homecoming queen crown are Brittany 
Holbrook (from left), Carly Pitrago, Chanel Payne, Kadie Foster and Brittany Hylton. The king candidates are 
Josh Reed (from left), Kyren Boyd, Asif Sheikh, Andrew Deluca and Zaid Ammari. The annual Homecoming 
parade will be at 6 p.m., followed by the football game at 7 p.m. 
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0 
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The long and short of it. 
Most CDs offer great rates, but they tie up your money for a long time. And 

most lVloney Market Accounts offer great rates too - for a very short period. 

We figured you were ready for a change. Our 5.00% APY CD matures in 

only 36 months. And our Premier Plus MMA rate lasts a whole year. In short, 

we're finding new ways to keep you a happy customer for a long time. 

% Huntington 
1-877-480-2345 | huntington.com 

For more information, stop by a Huntington banking office or call us. 

* M in imum balance to open and obtain Annual Percenta'ge Yield (APY} for Huntington Certificate of Deposit is $1,000.00, APY is accurate as of date of publication and subject to change wi thout not ice. A penalty wi l l be imposed for early w i thd rawa l . 
For personal accounts of less than $100,000.00. Not valid w i th any other offer. FDIC insured up to appl icable l i m i t s . * * Initial min imum deposi t of $20,000.00 required to open the account and obtain 3.25% Annual Percentage Yield (APY} for Premier Plus 
Money Marke t Account. Balances under $20,000.00 are not eligible for 3.25% APY rate, and wi l l be charged a maintenance fee of $20 per month, If at any t ime the balance in the account is or becomes $250,000.00 or more, the interest rate for the entire 
balance w i l l be the interest rate in effect for that balance tier; currently at 1.95% (1.97% APY}. Subject to change at any t ime. W e may determine different rates for different balance t iers. Rates for t iers $20,000.00 to $49,999.99; $50,000.00 to $99,999.99; and 
$100,000.00 to $249,999.99 are guaranteed for one year from the day of account opening, and after that period are not guaranteed and are subject to change at anyt ime. Rates for balances of $250,000.00 to $999,999.99 are subject to change at any t ime. A 
$25 Early Accoun t Closing Fee wi l l apply during the f irst 180 days after account opening. Offer available for new consumer accounts only, and funds f rom existing Huntington accounts cannot be used to open the new account . The regular interest rates 
and APYs are current as of date of publication and subject to change wi thout notice. Interest is compounded and paid monthly. Fees could reduce earnings on the account. We reserve the right to l imit acceptance of deposits greater than $100,000 00. 

— Not val id w i th any other offer. FDIC insured up to applicable limits. The Huntington National Bank is an Equal Housing Lender and Member FDIC. ® and Huntington ® are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated„©2008 
M Hunt ington Bancshares Incorporated. 


