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OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland's selection as a train 
stop for a proposed commuter 
rail service between Detroit 
and Ann Arbor could spur new 
jobs, businesses and housing 
close to a passenger station near 

Michigan Avenue and Henry 
RuffRoad, local and regional 
officials said. 

Planners hope to start four 
round trips daily on the 48-
mile route by October 2010. 
However, the project still hinges 
partly on funding and an agree­
ment with Canadian National 

Railroad to use a stretch of its 
tracks from the New Center area 
of Detroit to near Dearborn, 
said Carmine Palombo, director 
of transportation programs for 
the Southeast Michigan Council 
of Governments, or SEMCOG. 

Westland's station, possibly 
in a building that also houses 

a county-owned library for the 
blind, would allow passengers to 
connect with a shuttle service to 
and from Detroit Metro Airport, 
an improved facility used by 
millions of people every year. 

Mayor William Wild said air­
port access convinced railway 
planners to choose Westland 

as a train stop — a decision 
that came amid vigorous lob-
hying from city officials and 
lawmakers such as state Rep. 
Richard LeBlanc and state Sen. 
Glenn Anderson, both Westland 
Democrats. 

"The airport was the sell," 
Wild said. 

Planners envision a pilot rail 
project for three to five years,' 
in hopes that ridership will 
reveal a need for a permanent 
commuter system including the 
Westland stop. 

"I think it's going to create 
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Jessica McHugh and Michelle Durham, of Red Robin, pass out chips and salsa to Leslie Suchy-Kucio of Superior Township and Dianne Schmitt of Westland. 

BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The sound of music and smell of 
great food were apparent Tuesday 
evening at the Hellenic Cultural 
Center in Westland. 

The occasion was the Holiday 
Taste Fest of the Westland 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
drew some 550 revelers for a night 
featuring 18 Westland restaurants. 

"Enjoying my favorite chamber 

event of the year with wonderful 
food and friends," said Dr, Amanda 
Apfelblat, a Westland chiroprac­
tor." She's on the chamber board 
and was helping as a greeter. 

Another chamber board mem­
ber, Tim Weise of Garden City 
Hospital, also enjoyed his time at 
the Taste Fest. -• 

"The food is amazing, the vari­
ety," said Weise, director of reha­
bilitation therapies for the hospital. 
It's a challenge to sample every­

thing: "But we try," he said with a 
smile. "Each year there's a little dif­
ferent variety. That always brings 
you back." 

As a sponsor, Garden City 
Hospital had five tables for the 
Taste Fest. "Byword of mouth, 
it just spreads," he said of atten­
dance. "It's the holiday spirit." 

Brookellen Swope, president and 
CEO for the Westland chamber, 
noted the event supports the cham­
ber's Joseph F. Benyo Scholarship 

Fund. 
"And we like to have a good 

party," Swope said. 
There was dancing going on: "I 

think the Red Robin mascot start­
ed it out," she said. 

The event takes some organizing, 
to get restaurants on board and get 
the word out to attendees. 

"I think the restaurants see it as 
a great marketing opportunity," 
she said. Serving samples to 550 
party goers is good for business. 

Three men face 

in case 
BYDARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Three men are facing trial in Wayne County 
Circuit Court amid allegations they broke into 
a Westland church during an incident that 
police said was foiled by an alert citizen. 

All three defendants face trial after they 
appeared Thursday in front of Westland 18th 
District Judge C. Charles Bokos and waived 
their right to a preliminary hearing — a deci­
sion that for now averted courtroom testi­
mony. 

The men — Aaron Ray Hanson, 22, his 
bro the r Ju t̂i'*'"1. -*'• .^'rh'n PhiHSv'*:. 21 find 
Jonathan Edward Morris, 20 — are charged 
with one count of breaking and entering and 
one count of possession of burglar tools, police 
Lt. Dan Karrick said. The younger Hanson 
brother and Morris also are charged as habit­
ual offenders. 

The Hansons are Westland residents; 
Morris is from Canton. 

Westland police captured three suspects 
after an alert citizen called for help after seeing 
suspicious activity around 3 a.m. Friday, Nov. 
19, at Our Savior Church, on the southeast cor­
ner of Warren and Venoy, Karrick has said. 

Police caught one man near the church, 
another in a nearby apartment complex and a 
third who had gotten into an alleged getaway 

""car near the "scene. Officers arrived before 
anything was taken from the church. 

The witness who called police "allowed us to 
get there quickly and catch these guys before 
they had a chance to steal anything," Karrick 
said. 

Karrick and other police officials have 
often said they depend on quick action by 
alert citizens to help them make arrests in 
neighborhood crimes that might otherwise go 
unsolved. 

Not-guilty pleas have been placed on record 
for the Hanson brothers and Morris as they 
face trial. Aaron Hanson remains jailed with 
a $100,000 cash bond, while the other defen­
dants have $250,000 cash bonds due to their 
habitual offender status. 
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He walked up to a Westland 
pharmacy packing a pistol and 
demanding prescription drugs,. 

Without firing any shots, 
he walked out with more than 
7,000 doses of drugs such as 
OxyContin, Ritalin and mor­
phine. 

For nearly two months, 
Westland police didn't release 
any information about the rob­

bery, which happened at 10:38 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 16, inside 
the Rite Aid store located at , 
Wayne and Ford roads, near 
one of the city's busiest inter­
sections. 

Police Lt. Dan Karrick said 
authorities kept quiet because 
they didn't want to possibly 
scare away the suspect while 
they investigated the case. 
They hoped to quietly nab him 
without alerting him. 

Weeks later, the investiga­

tion has produced no leads, so 
police Sgt. Steve Borisch has 
released a photo captured by 
an in-store surveillance cam­
era, in hopes that someone 
might recognize the suspect 
and come forward to help 
authorities solve the case. 

The suspect was described 
as an unshaven white male in 
his 40s. 

"He had a pistol in his waist­
band, which he showed to the 
pharmacy employee," Borisch 

suspect 
said in a statement issued by 
the police department. "He 
then took a large quantity of 
controlled prescription drugs 
and walked out the front door." 

No getaway vehicle was seen. 
Anyone who recognizes the 

suspect or who has informa­
tion about the incident is asked 
to call the Westland Police 
Department at ¢734) 721-6311 
or ¢734) 722-9600. 
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Westland pol ice need help f ind ing th is suspect , accused of robbing a Rite Aid 
pharmacy of prescr ipt ion drugs in October. To help, calf ¢734} 721-6311 or 
(734) 722-9600. 
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Historic holiday 

The public is invited to visit 
the city's historic Octagon 
House 2-4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
13, to enjoy refreshments and 
see Santa Claus. Cameras may 
be brought along. The house 
is located at the Westland 
Historic Village Park on Wayne 
between Marquette and Cherry 
Hill. The historic museum on 

the same site will be open 1-4 
p.m. that day. 

Say cheese! 
Celebrate the holiday season 

with your four-legged friends 
at the Westland Veterinary 
Hospital Saturday, Dec. 13. 

Santa will be there from 
12:30 to 3 p.m. to pose for pic­
tures with pets. The cost is $10 
for a 5-by-7-inch photo. There • 

also will be refreshments and 
treats for the pets. 

A Pet Poo-tique also will 
open and offering poop-shaped 
plush squeak toys, poop can­
dles, poop calendar, paw print 
purses, pet heating pads and 
more. 

The veterinary hospital is 
at 7610 Wayne Road, north of 
Warren Road. For more infor­
mation, call (734) 261-5900. 

Sheila Cockrel to speak at Rotary 
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jobs in that area, and it may 
spur a little economic develop­
ment," Wild said, adding that 
Ford Motor Co. owns vacant 
land near the site. 

Wild also called the proposed 
Westland station "an ideal site" 
because of "the ability of our 
residents to work downtown 
(Detroit) or in Ann Arbor and 

have mass transit available to 
them." 

Wild already is quite familiar 
with the site. He used to visit 
the library for the blind to get 
materials for his late grand­
mother, Joan Shilavinitz, who 
was legally blind. 

Palombo conceded that 
the project still faces hurdles, 
although it looks promising. 
The plan will require a combi­
nation of funding, likely from 
federal, state and local govern­
ments along with private-sector 

"Notice of Meet ing 

The annual meeting of the stockholders of the Wayne Masonic 
Temple Association, a Michigan nonprofit corporation, shall be held 
at the office of the corporation at 37137 Palmer Rd., Westland, 
Michigan on the Tuesday December 9, 2008 at 8:00 PM for the 
election of directors and such other business as may properly come 
before said meeting." 

Publish: November 30 & December 7, 2007 

W H E R E H O M E T O W N S T O R I E S U N F O L D 

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM 

HOW TO REACH US 
Home Delivery/Customer Service 1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) 

Newsroom (734) 953-2104 Fax (734) 591-7279 

Sports Niqhtline (734)953-2104 

Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355) 

Display Advertising (734)582-8363 

POSTAL PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS 
The Westland Observer - Publication NO. USPS 663-530 Published every Thursday and Sunday. 

Periodical postage is paid at Livonia, Michigan 48150. 

36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 4B150 

dollars. Palombo couldn't put a 
price tag on the railway. 

Moreover, Palombo said 
agreements appear likely with 
Norfolk Southern Railway Co. 
and Conrail, but planners still 
have to reach an accord with 
Canadian National Railroad. 

Like Wild, Palombo also pre­
dicted the project would have a 
positive impact on the Westland 
station and other train stops. 

"There's an opportunity 
around those train stations for 
businesses and services that 
would cater to the people who 
would go to those stations," he 
said. "Potentially, we could even 
have some new housing in the 
vicinity." 
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Sheila Cockrel, Detroit city 
councilwoman, will speak 
Thursday, Dec. 11, to the 
Westland Rotary. 

Guests are welcome. The 
club will meet for lunch 12:15 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11, at the 
Wayne-Westland Salvation 
Army corps, on Venoy south of 
Palmer in Westland. 

Tm very persistent," Rotary 
secretary Danny Wilson said ' 
of his success in lining up the 
high-profile councilwoman. 
He'd met her at a Wayne Rotary 
lunch he attended. 

"I was just so impressed with 
her handle about what's going 
on in Detroit," said Wilson, 
adding Cockrel's the only 
non-African American on the 
Detroit council. 

"It's a multicultural city and 
that's what the council should 
reflect," he said. 

Those who'd like to join 
Westland Rotary for lunch Dec. 
11 should call Wilson at ¢313) 
999-6685 by noon Tuesday. 
Lunch is $10. 

The club has many strong 
speakers, and Wilson hopes to 
bring in some who are high-
profile. "Let's try it and see how 
it works," he said. 

The eldest of six children, 

Cockrel was born and raised in 
Detroit's Corktown. Her par­
ents, Lou and Justine Murphy, 
led the Catholic Worker move­
ment and devoted themselves 
to serving the most needy. 
Cockrel's parents ran a soup 
kitchen for hungry Detroiters 
from their home, and opened 
their door to homeless women 
and children. 

Cockrel is currently serv­
ing in her second term on the 
Detroit City Council, according 
to the council Web site. 

Cockrel's life as an activist 
began in earnest in the late 
1960s when, as a Wayne State 
University student, she became 
involved with the West Central 
Organization. This grassroots 
group developed housing, 
urban renewal, health care and 
university expansion programs. 
Then in 1968, alarmed by an 
increase in cases of police bru­
tality, she founded the Ad Hoc 
Action Group, a citywide orga­
nization that monitored the 
activities of the police depart­
ment following 1967. 

As a member of the Labor 
Defense Coalition, led by 
Detroit attorney, activist and 
leader Kenneth Cockrel, she 
and others battled the city's 
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deployment of the STRESS 
undercover decoy unit which 
was responsible for the deaths 
of 20 people. 

In 1978, she married Ken and 
they shared a vision for social 
change and followed a political­
ly active path. When Ken decid­
ed to run for the Detroit City 
Council in 1977, Sheila orga­
nized his successful campaign. 
During his term, she served as 
manager and administrator of 
his office. Ken died in 1989-

In 1993, Cockrel successfully 
ran for a seat on the Detroit 
City Council. During her first 
term she worked with Detroit 
churches to help develop faith-
based and corporate economic 
development programs. Sheila 
Cockrel ran for re-election in , 
1997 and was selected by the 
voters of Detroit to serve a sec­
ond four-year term. 

A proponent of recreation 
and leisure activities for 
Detroiters, Cockrel chairs the 
Detroit City Council Recreation 
Task Force. Her leadership 
on the task force has helped 
increase the focus on recre­
ation and leisure activities and 
helped shape the debate regard­
ing the Belle Isle vehicle fee, the 
Web site notes. 

In 1999, Sheila Cockrel 
was selected as a Fannie Mae 
Foundation Fellow to attend 
the Senior Executives in State 
and Local Government summer 
program at the Kennedy School 
of Government at Harvard 
University. Cockrel is a life 
member of the NAACF, a mem­
ber of Gesu Parish and lives 
in Detroit with her daughter, 
Katy. 

Observer staff writer Julie Brown con-
' tributed to this report. 
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To all residents and interested parties, the Council minutes will be 
available for review on the internet at: 

www.gardencitymi.org 

You can access this information at City Hall or the Garden City 
Library during regular business hours or in the Police Station 
Lobby 24 hours a day. ' 

Allyson M. Bettis, City Clerk/Treasurer 
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kettle drive off to strong start 
BY JUUE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Salvation Army bell ring­
ers have been manning the red 
kettles since mid-November, 
with hopes of raising $8.5 mil­
lion in the metro region. Goals 
locally are $130,000 for the 
Wayne-Westland Corps, which 
also serves Romulus and Inkster, 
and $175,000 for the Dearborn 
Heights Citadel, serving Garden 
City, Livonia, Redford, Dearborn 
and. Dearborn. Heights. 

"Right now collections are 
going fairly well" said Capt. Steve 
Merritt, commander for the 
Dearborn Heights Citadel with 
his wife, Christine. "This has 
always been a very generous area. 
When times are difficult, people 
come forward." 

Bell ringing will continue at 
community sites through Dec. 
24, with the Salvation Army 
taking Sundays off as a day of 
worship and rest. Steve Merritt 
believes many drop money in 
kettles because they know those 

TOM HOFFMEN ERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign bell ringer Emil Niece gets a donation 
from Robert Szaal of Westland outside of Macy's in Westland Center. 

who've experienced job losses and and environs are up about $19,000 
tough times. from last year, although collection 

"The need has hit home in a started about a week earlier this 
personal way this year," he said. year, compared to the Saturday 
Donations for Dearborn Heights after Thanksgiving last year. 

"God willing, we will" meet; the 
$175,000 goal for the five com­
munities, Merritt said. "He's in 
control." 

Capt. Derek Rose is corps com­
mander with wife Joanna for 
Wayne-Westland. "We are a little 
ahead of last year," Derek Rose 
said. "We really are seeking the 
community's full support." 

Wayne-Westland has raised 
about $60,000 of the $130,000 
goal, and will serve some 578 
families plus additional arrivals 
for help. The Roses are grateful 
to those who've signed up for 
Adopt a Family, in which specific 
gift needs for a family are met. 
As of Thursday, 67 percent had 
been adopted, although Wayne-
Westland expects additional 
inquiries for help this weekend, 
the final weekend to ask for yule 
adoption help. 

Wayne-Westland did bell ring­
ing in the street at Wayne and 
Warren roads, with one addi­
tional such session on tap. 

"I'm always amazed," Rose 
said of community support. 
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"When things seem the worst 
people respond. I'm humbled and 
blessed that people are giving so 
much." 

The weather hasn't been a hin­
drance thus far, Merritt noted. 
"The Red Kettle Campaign is 
dependent on the shoppers. We 
watch the weather map, too." 

Salvation Army leaders are 
grateful for donors' generosity: 
"We thank them for their giv­
ing in pastyears and this year," 
said Merritt, adding Dearborn 
Heights will help nearly 500 fam­
ilies including more than 1,200 
children this year, "This season is 
the season for the collections, but 
the money raised helps our com­
munities throughout the year." 

Rose agreed, noting Wayne-
Westland's support is appreciated' 

all year. "We couldn't do what we 
do without the people supporting 
us," he said. 

You can volunteer locally as a 
Red Kettle bell ringer by visiting 
www.ringbell.org. There's also a 
virtual kettle online where you 
can donate. To find out more, 
visit www.salmich.org or call 
(877) SAL-MICH. 

Texas Roadhouse, on Ford Road between 
Newburgh and Wayne (across from the 
Westland police station), is a drop-off site 
for donations of new unwrapped toys and 
nonperishables for the Salvation Army. 
For each toy donation and/or bag of 
nonperishables, the restaurant will give a 
thank you free "baby blossom" voucher 
(for an appetizer). In addition, the res­
taurant has adopted two local families 
through the Salvation Army! 
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