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AROUND 
TOWN 

Sign up to get the latest Westland 
news and help the city win $10,000. 

Between now and Dee. 23, the 
top two organizations with the most 
new Nixie users will be awarded 
a $10,000 grant to continue their 
public safety and communication 
initiatives. 

With Nixie, users choose how and 
when information about Westland 
is delivered to their e-mail account 
or cell phone. Nixie is completely 
free for users and the city. 

The city official said the personal 
information of residents who sign 
up for Nixie will not be shared or 
sold to anyone — not even the city. 

Residents can sign up for Nixie 
online atwww.cityofwestland.com. 
Click on the Nixie challenge count­
down clock. 

Hurry, time is limited and every 
new user counts. 

The leaves are definitely dropping 
and residents ready to sweep them 
to the curb are reminded that the 
city's leaf pickup program has been 
cancelled. 

Instead of being raked to the 
street, leaves can be bagged and 
put out at the curb for pick up on 
residents' normal garbage collection 
day. Up to 20 brown compost bags 
may be put out per week for collec­
tion. 

For information, call the 
Department of Public Service at 
(734)728-1770. 
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The sounds of Mexico will fill the 
sanctuary of Ss. Simon and Jude 
Church when current and former 
parishioners gather Saturday, 
Dec. 12, to celebrate the Westland 
church's 50th anniversaiy. 

The celebration will begin with 
a mariachi Mass at 4:30 p.m. cel­
ebrated by Most Rev. Bishop Daniel 
E. Flores. Mariachi music will be by 
Salvador Torres & Mariachi Mexico 
2000. 

A dinner-dance will follow at 6 
p.m. with music by trademark. The 
dinner will feature a Mexican com­
bination plate — cheese enchilada, 
chicken flauta, beef burrito, rice 
and beans — catered by Las Brisas 
of Detroit. The cost is $12 for adults. 
For children age 10 and under, a 
chicken nuggets and french fries 
dinner will be available for $6. 

Dinner-dance tickets must be 
purchased by Dec. 6. No tickets will 
be sold at the door that evening, and 
there will be no admission without 
a ticket. 

There also will be a grand raffle 
drawing with $5,000 in prizes to 
be given out. The drawing will be at 
9 p.m. 

Ss. Simon and Jude Parish is at 
32500 Palmer, west of Merriman. 
For more information and tickets, 
call (734) 722-1343. 

are available at the Reference 
Desk, 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

There will definitely be new faces 
seated on the Westland council after 
voters go to the poll Tuesday. 

Incumbent Mayor William Wild is 
unchallenged on the printed ballot. 
Jeffery Hayton and Angelo Stocchi 
have both filed to run as write-in 
candidates for mayor. 

Three school districts have spot on ballots, 
see story on Page A2 

In the council race, voters will 
fill four open seats from a field of 
eight candidates that includes one 
veteran council member. Along with 
incumbent Dewey Reeves, the other 
council candidates include Christine 
Cicirelli Bryant, Sam Durante, Janet 

Frederick-Wilson, Adam Hammons, 
Meriem Kadi, Kenneth Mehl and 
Mark Rodriguez. 

Current council members Cheryl 
Graunstadt, Charles Pickering and 
Robert Stottlemeyer didn't seek re-
election. The top three vote getters 
will earn four-year terms, while the 
fourth-place finisher gets a two-year 
seat. 

Clerk Eileen Dehart expects about 

12 percent of Westland's 60,132 
registered voters will cast ballots in 
Tuesday's election — about average. 
for a city election. 

"There are more than 4,000 absenr 
tee ballots out and more than 3,000 
have been returned. We may end up 
with more absentee ballots than peo­
ple going to the polls," said DeHart, 

Please see ELECTION, A 2 
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Holding a flyer about a fund-raiser in memory of her sister Laura Horn Williams, Kristy Buchakian is surrounded by her sisters friends Deana Coins (ieft), Tina Franciso and Tammy Davis. 
Proceeds of the benefit Sunday, Nov. 8 will go to Williams's daughter Marian Neil, 7. 

Friends celebrate slain woman's life wit 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Sarah Horn Williams is remem­
bered by friends and family as some­
one who was always positive, not one 

to dwell on the nega­
tive. 

Those friends, 
who have organized 
a Sunday, Nov. 8, 
fund-raiser to benefit 
Williams' 7-year-old 
daughter Mariah Neil, 
want their efforts to 
have a positive focus. 

"We want people to 
remember how Sarah lived, not how 
she died," said Tammy Davis, a friend 

Sarah Williams 

MKIINSFOIMAIAH 
What: Musicians for Mariah, the Sarah 
Horn (Williams) Memorial Benefit features 
music by 35 bands at five bars located in 
Westland, Garden City and Wayne. There 
also will be 50/50 raffles and other draw­
ings. 

When: 1-9 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 8 
Where: The bars and bands are Scratch 
at the Last Chance, 27758 W. Warren . 
Road, Westland; Don't Ask at Bumpers Bar 

and benefit organizer. "She never 
focused on the negative." 

Most recently a barmaid at Chatters 
Bar and Grill in Westland, Williams, 

and Grill, 8631N. Newburgh, Westland; 
Yankeeville at the Ford Road Bar, 35505 
Ford, Westland; Willy Grimm Band at Mr. 
G's, 28937 W. Warren Road, Garden City; 
and Out of the Woods at Stockdale's on 
the Avenue West, 34830 Michigan Ave., 
Wayne. 
Tickets: $10 donation per person for 
admission to all of the venues. Shuttle 
service will be available during the event. 

28, was found unconscious in the 
business parking lot during the early 
hours of Sept. 27. She died later at an 
area hospital, having been strangled 

and suffering severe head, facial and 
internal injuries as the result of being 
struck by a vehicle. Her husband of 
one year, George Williams, 33, has 
been charged with first-degree mur­
der in her death. 

"There is nothing we can do for 
Sarah, but we wanted to do something 
for her daughter. Sarah was probably 
loved more than any person you would 
meet," said Tina Francisco, another 
of her friends working on the fund­
raiser. "It was just who she was — her 
smile, her personality. Even if she was 
mad at a customer, she'd chew them 
out with a smile." 

Another friend, Deana Goins, grew 

Please see FUMD-RAiSER, A 2 
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BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Preliminary examinations 
were adjourned for three men 
charged with holding a fam­
ily hostage while robbing their 
Westland home in September 
and a fourth defendant was 
ordered bound over for trial. 

Scheduled to appear 
Thursday before Westland 
18th District Court Judge 
Mark McConnell were Adam 
Brent Mastaw, 25, of Westland 
and Detroit resident Geraud 
Raymond Austin, 22. They are 
charged with multiple felonies, 
including home invasion, being 
a felon in possession of a fire­
arm and larceny. 

The homeowners and a teen­
age son were kept bound and 
gagged at gunpoint as their 
home was robbed. Among the 

items stolen were nearly 50 
guns which had been collected 
by the homeowner. 

At the request of defense 
attorneys, the preliminary 
examinations for Mastaw and 
Austin were adjourned until 
Thursday, Nov. 5. Mastaw and 
Austin are accused of being 
the two masked gunman who 
entered the home in the area of 
Ford and Newburgh late Sept. 
26. 

Mastaw is also charged with 
three counts of armed rob­
bery, three counts of unlaw­
ful imprisonment, auto theft, 
carjacking and arson, the latter 
charges stemming from the 
theft of a vehicle from the hom­
eowners. The Dodge Durango 
was later recovered, burned, in 
Detroit. 

The third defendant appear­
ing in 18th District Court was 

Leonard Hren, 47, of Detroit, 
who is charged with home 
invasion, 38 counts of receiving 
and concealing stolen firearms 
and being a felon in possession 
of a firearm. Police recovered 
38 guns identified as stolen 
from the Westland home in an 
Inkster storage locker leased 
by Hren. 

After waiving his prelimi­
nary examination and being 
bound over to Wayne County 
Circuit Court for trial, Hren's 
attorney Susan Hubbard asked 
McConnell to consider a reduc­
tion of his $2 million cash 
bond — the same bond set for 
Mastaw and Austin. Hubbard 
noted that Hren has mental 
health issues and that he cur­
rently receives Social Security 
disability payments due to his 

Please see HEARINGS, A2 
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