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While most folks were observ

ing Veterans Day on Nov. 11, Viva 
Caughey was celebrating a mile
stone: her 100th birthday. 

The Westland resident was born 
in 1909 in Marquette. She mar
ried Meryl O. Lynch in 1931 and 
they moved to Miami, Ha. When 
he died in 1938, she returned 
to Michigan and attended the 
Grace Hospital Nursing School to 
become a registered nurse. 

She worked for the Visiting 
Nurses Association until she met 
and married Dr. Edgar Caughey 
in 1943. They met while attending 
the home delivery of a baby. 

Caughey has four children 
— Patrick, Cheryl, Diane and 
Michael — and four grandchil
dren — Jeffrey, Jennifer, Shane 
and Cyndy. 

She lives in Rose Cottage at the 
Village of Westland. Her hobbies 
include spending time at her cot
tage, walking and basketball. 
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Efforts by the previous owner to rehabil itate this house on F a r r a p t didn't come to fruit ion. Eventually, Wayne County 
received the home through tax foreclosure and was recently purchased by the city of Westland, which will demolition the 
structure using federal Neighborhood Stabilization Program funds. 

Cleaning up blight one house at a time 

The holiday season is upon us 
and we're asking readers to send 
us their favorite holiday memo
ries and photos to the Westland 
Observer for the special holi
day edition we are planning for 
Thursday, Dec. 24. 

Did you get a favorite gift for 
Christmas, or do you have a spe
cial memory of Hanukkah? Is 
there a special tradition your fam
ily has to make the season merry 
and bright? 

Share those'memories with 
us. Send your items — be sure to 
include a photo, if you can — to 
Westland Observer Editor Sue 
Mason at smason@hometownlife. 
com. 

Santa Claus is waiting by his 
mailbox for youngsters' gift 
lists and letters. The Westland 
Observer wants to make sure 
Santa Claus knows what children 
would like this Christmas and is 
asking youngsters to send us let
ters to him. 

We will publish the letters in 
the newspaper during December 
before sending them on to the 
North Pole. The letters should 
include a snapshot of the letter 
writer. Send Santa correspondence 
to smason@hometownlife.com 
and be sure to put Letter to Santa 
in the subject line. They can also 
be mailed to Letter to Santa Claus, 
c/o Sue Mason, 615 W. Lafayette, 
Second Level, Detroit, MI 48226. 

The Observer will publish let
ters through out the month of 
December, so don't delay, kids. 
Get out the Wish Book and start 
making your lists. 

And parents, you can send in 
your wish lists, too. Santa delivers 
to all who believe. 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Jack Middlebrook is familiar with vacant, 
blighted homes — he can see two from the front 
porch of his home on Farragut, 

One home is across the street, while the second, 
which is in the poorest condition, is located next 
door. The tiny house on a 35-foot lot was recently 
purchased by Westland through a tax foreclosure 
for $136 and will demolished. 

"The city was out this morning and ripped up 
the yard to take out the water (line). There have 
been rabbits, raccoons and squirrels in there," 
Middlebrook said. "If they knock it down, at least 
I wflllvhow what 1 need to do to put up -i fence. f f 
I had put up a fence, they'd knock it down if Ihey 
demolished the house." 

Strangely, the house had a relatively new 

roof, siding and windows. A couple of years ago, 
Middlebrook said his nephew had purchased the 
house and started to rehabilitate it. 

"He paid $45,000 for it. He put in a new fur
nace and the siding, tore the garage down. He ran 
into some trouble — the city wouldn't work with 
him," said Middlebrook, who is medically retired. 
"It looked like a shack. It looks 150 percent better 
now." 

The house on Farragut at the corner of Harvey 
is one of six homes Westland recently acquired 
using federal Neighborhood Stabilization 
Program funds. Homes are acquired for reha
bilitation and resale or demolition based on their 
condition. . 

Along with contracts rectnlly awarded to pi;-
vatc companies to handle 4Q home rehabilitation 
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BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Federally funded efforts to address residential 
blight in Westland are moving forward with the 
acquisition of six vacant homes and awarding 
contracts for rehabilitation work. 

"I'm excited. I think we have about 90 per
cent of the funds allocated. We need to have 
all of the money spent by August," Community 
Development Director Joanne Inglis said. 

The city has received more than $2 million 
in federal Neighborhood Stabilization funds. 
Those funds can be used for acquiring foreclosed, 
vacant or blighted homes; demolishing or rehabil
itating the properties; rehabilitating or construct
ing new homes for home ownership opportunities 
and rehabilitating affordable rental properties; 
and offering down payment assistance to low-
and moderate-income homebuyers. 

As determined by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, Westland's areas of 
greatest need are in the Norwayne neighborhood, 
along with the southeast and northeast corners 
of the city. The risk factor calculated by HUD is 
based .on the number of foreclosures, subprime 
mortgages and delinquencies within neighbor
hood areas. 

In total, the city has acquired a total of 19 prop
erties —13 single-family homes and six other 
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PHOTOS BY TOM BEAUD01N 

Binnie Trail, Sue Grigg and Stepanie Bigelow enjoy the Thanksgiving buffet prepared by students 
in the culinary arts program at the William D. Ford Career Technical Center. The $10 donations 
are being used to provide Thanksgiving meals for needy families. 

OBSERVER $TAFF*TOM' 

It was a never-ending job keep
ing the dessert table stocked 
with cheesecake, pumpkin rolls 
and pies and cookies, but Evelyn 
Weddington, Cayla Viar and Jenna 
Hill were up to the task. 

Students in the culinary arts pro
gram at the William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center, they restocked 
the table three times during a l}i-
hour luncheon Thursday. 

"The cheesecake and the pump
kin roll went the fastest," Viar said. 

"I was worried until I saw what 
people actually liked," Hill added. 

It was the students' cook
ing that was center stage for the 
luncheon, put on by Chef Tony 
Paquette to raise money to provide 
Thanksgiving dinners for needy 
Wayne-Westland families. 

"This is great for the community," 
said Amanda Faughnan, director of 

the Resource Center. "I commend 
you and when you leave here today, 
feel good about what you've done 
for the community." 

This is the third year that 
Paquette has hosted the benefit 
buffet. Guests paid $10 each to 
dine on turkey and stuffing, fried 
shrimp, fish and breaded pork 
chops as well as stuffed pota
toes and butternut soup. The 
money raised will help pay for 
Thanksgiving meals for needy fam
ilies. Any money left will be used to 
help families at Christmas. 

According to Faughnan, some 
10 families have already requested 
assistance for Thanksgiving and 
the requests are sure to grow. She 
expects a lot of families helped last 
year will request the assistance 
and that there will be "a lot of new 
families." 

"The need will be great this year," 
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Chatters murder hearing delayed until Nov. 24 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A preliminary examination 
for a Livonia man charged with 
murdering his wife outside a 
Westland bar was delayed for 
a third time Thursday in 18th 
District Court. 

George Williams, 33, is 
charged with first-degree mur
der in the Sept. 27 death of his 
wife Sarah Williams, 28, outside 
Chatters Bar and Grill, where 
she was employed. 

Both Wayne County Assistant 
Prosecutor Rebecca Carmago 
and defense attorney Scott 
Nadeau requested the delay 
before Judge Sandra Cicirelli. 

"We both have just received 
the phone and text message 
records of that evening. We also 
had a hard time locating one of 
our witnesses. We just located 
her," Carmago said. 

The preliminary examination 
was rescheduled for 1:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 24. Held without 
bond since his arrest shortly 
after the murder, Williams 
made a brief appearance in the 
courtroom as the attorneys put 
the adjournment in the court 
record. 

Based on the police investiga
tion, Sarah Williams was found 
unconscious in the parking 
lot at Chatters Bar and Grill, 
7640 N. Wayne Road., shortly 
after finishing her shift in the 
early hours of Sept. 27-She died 
later an area hospital with the 
autopsy finding she had bad 
been strangled and suffered 
multiple blunt trauma, the latter 
the result of being struck by a 
vehicle. 

George Williams arrived at 
Chatters during his wife's shift, 
police said, and the couple left 
together. Police said the couple 

were reported to have been 
arguing about ending their mar
riage. 

Other bar employees were still 
inside Chatters when a relative 
of George Williams called police 
after finding Sarah Williams 
injured in the parking lot. 

The family member told 
police he had been contacted 
by George Williams and came 
to the bar. George Williams 
had fled and was later arrested 
in Toledo and returned to 
Westland after he waived his 
extradition. 

The couple had been married 
for one year and had no chil
dren. 

Sarah Williams had a daugh
ter from a previous relation
ship and had also cared for her 
younger sister after their mother 
died. 
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Cheese Steak Hoagie 
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1 With purchase of any Hoagie 
I With coupon a $1.90 value • Limit 4 per coupon 

L Coupon good at Westland location only • 
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www.gabrielshoagies.com 

734-722-4224 
1919 Wayne Road • Just South of Ford 

Westland 


