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The Westland Community 
Foundation is holding its annual 
holiday party at 6 p.m. this evening 
in the media center of John Glenn 
High School. 

An annual event that attracted 
300 people last year, the party 
serves as a fund-raiser for the 
Wayne-Westland Salvation Army. 

"There's so much more need out 
there this year, it's overwhelming," 
said Glenn Shaw. "There's more peo­
ple in need and we're asking people 
to do what they can." 

Shaw is asking people to bring 
two unwrapped toys and pay a $5 
admission for an evening the will 
included hors d'oeuvres and soft 
drinks. 

The money and gifts will be 
given to the Salvation Army. The 
foundation, which raises $20,000-
$25,000 for the organization, will 
add in 100 movie passes, including 
popcorn and pop, for two that it was 
able to purchase at a reduced cost. 

"That way we'll be able to take 
care of the families," Shaw said. 

People need only show up at the 
high school to attend. John Glenn is 
on Marquette, wets of Wayne Road, 
in Westland. 

Wayne Masonic Lodge 112 with 
the help of Wayne Assembly 72 of 
the International Order of Rainbow 
for Girls, is holding a Pancake 
Breakfast and Child Identification 
Program Sunday, Dec-20. 

The Rainbow Girls will cook a 
pancake breakfast with trimmings 
from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., while the 
Masonic Lodge will conduct the 
Child Identification Program from 
noon to 4 p.m. 

The Child Identification Program 
is being conducted in honor of 
Nevaeh Buchanan, the 5-year-old 
Monroe child who was snatched 
from her scooter while she was in 
the parking lot of the apartment 
complex where she lived. Her body 
was found on June 4, by fishermen 
near the River Raisin. Her body was 
found only seven miles from where 
she was last seen playing. 

Each child that goes through the 
process will receive a dental impres­
sion as well as a CD containing a 
photo, video, digital fingerprints and 
their vital information, everything 
needed for the Amber Alert System. 
Parents or guardians of children 
who participate must be present and 
fill out a permission slip for the child 
to receive this service. 

The Masonic Lodge is at 37137 
Palmer, between Wayne Road and 
Newburgh in Westland. For more 
information about the identification 
program, contact Bernie Brewer 
at (734) 231-4791, by e-mail at ber-
nardbrewer@comcast.net, or on the 
Michigan Child ID Web site at www. 
michip.org. 

W-W board plans Dec. 14 vote on school closings 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A decision to close six-Wayne-
Westland elementary schools and go 
to a new grade configuration could 
come as soon as Monday, Dec. 14. 

School board President Skip 
Monit's request for the meeting came 
after the board received a revamped 
proposal from its 21st Century 
Schools Committee which recom­
mended that six, not seven schools 
be closed and that the district stick 
with its current boundaries for its 

two high schools. 
"The No. 1 thing is that this deci­

sion we are making is all about 
what's best for the children," Monit 
said. The changes came in response 
to parents' complaints about the 
redistricting at the elementary and 
secondary levels. Many complained 
that they had bought in neighbor­
hoods to have their children attend 
one or the other of the district's two 
high schools. 

The committee is now recom­
mending that Patchin, Madison, 
Kettering, Jefferson-Barns and 

Lincoln Elementaries in Westland 
and Vandenberg in Wayne be closed 
and that Hamilton be kept open, as 
well as new attendance boundaries 
for Edison, Elliott, Hamilton, Hicks, 
Hoover, Schweitzer, Taft-Galloway 
and Wildwood. 

Initially, the committee had rec­
ommend that just one elementary 
— Walker-Winter in Canton — have 
its students divided between the 
5/6 schools — Marshall and Adams. 
However, with the changes, there 
would be four elementaries — 
Hamilton, Hicks in Inkster, Walker-

Winter and Schweitzer in Westland 
— that would feed students into the 
two 5/6 schools. 

It also recommended that sixth-
seventh-graders currently attend­
ing Stevenson Middle School who 
reside in the Wayne Memorial High 
School attendance area be allowed 
to stay through eighth grade rather 
than being sent to Franklin Middle 
School in Wayne. 

While the school district was aim­
ing for an 85 percent capacity in the 
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Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano, Westland Mayor William Wild, Miss Wayne County Kelly Cicotte and Chris Gerback of MADD help kick off 
MADD's annual Tie One On For Safety red ribbon campaign at Westland Shopping Center. 

MADD kicks off annual holiday campaign 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two years after her daughter was 
killed in 1992 by a drunken driver, 
Paulette Gibson became a victim 
impact speaker for Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving. 

"I speak once or twice a month to 
first-time offenders — a lot of them 
really aren't first-time offenders," said 
Gibson. "It became a passion for me." 

But continuing to see 40-50 first-
time offenders at each session became 
disheartening, said Gibson, who often 
brought along her 4-year-old grand­
daughter — a child she raised after her 
daughter's death. 

"It had a big impact on people see­
ing her sitting in a big chair behind me 
coloring," she said. 

Speaking at the kick-off ceremony 

for MADD's annual Tie One On For 
Safety red ribbon campaign, Gibson 
said she returned as a speaker after 
about a five-year break. 

"I realized that the problem was 
not going to go away unless there was 

, no alcohol and that wasn't going to 
happen," said Gibson. "I speak from 
compassion and consequences. Choices 
have consequences." 

Drunken driving impacts the offend­
er's family, too, Gibson said. 

"I start by asking them to close their 
eyes and think of someone they love 
and who loves them unconditionally," 
said Gibson. 

Metro area law enforcement 
officials, including Wayne County 
TJndersheriff Daniel Pfannes and 
Macomb County Sheriffs Department 
Capt. Anthony Wickersham, attended 
the kick-off at Westland Center. 

"I'm here as a law enforcement 
officer and also as a citizen. My best 
friend was killed in the 1980s by drunk 
driver," said Pfannes. "This is very near 
and dear to my heart. We can't preach 
enough that people need to be respon­
sible for themselves and each other. It's 
a hard task stepping up when some­
one is getting behind the wheel after 
drinking alcohol." 

Like Pfannes, Wickersham urged 
drivers to call 9-1-1 when they see 
erratic drivers who may be intoxicated. 
In a time when budgets are being cut, 
Wickersham said that Macomb County 
Sheriff Mark Hackel and Macomb 
County Prosecutor Eric Smith have 
sponsored billboards asking people to 
call 9-1-1 about possible drunken driv­
ers. 

Please see MABS, A3 

'Real' Santa 
pays visit 
to Octagon 
House 

Santa Claus will be 
visiting the Octagon 
House Saturday — the 
real Santa Claus. 

At least that's the 
story from Jo Johnson, 
president of the 
Westland Historical 
Society, and she's stick­
ing with it. 

"I'd like people 
to know we have 
the real Santa. Last 
year, a grandson of a 
(Historical) commis­
sioner sat on Santa's lap 
with a map showing the 
way to his house," said 
Johnson. "A week later, 
he saw Santa at a mall 
and said that wasn't the 
real Santa, he had seen 
the real Santa at the 
museum." 

The identification 
was good enough for 
Johnson., 

"You've got to believe 
him, he knew Santa," 
she said. 

Santa will be visiting 
the Octagon House in 
the Westland Historic 
Village Park 1-4 p.m. 
Saturday during the 
annual Christmas Open 
House. Everyone is wel­
come and encouraged to 
bring cameras to get a 
photograph with Santa. 

Tours of the Octagon 
House will be offered. 
Hot chocolate and cook­
ies will be served. 

Westland Historic 
Village Park is located 
on Wayne Road south 
of Marquette. For more 
information, call (734) 
522-3918. 
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Roadwork takes bumps out of Warren Road 

6 63174 100C7 S 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

There's no dispute that much of Warren Road 
needs repairs but people do disagree about 
which section is in the worst condition. 

"I've had people say the worst section is 
Venoy to Merriman while someone else says 
it's Merriman to Middlebelt," said Westland 
Department of Public Services Director Kevin 
Buford. "The entire Warren corridor is in sad 
shape and you can quote me." 

The Westland and Garden City councils have 
each approved an intergovernmental agreement 
with Wayne County for resurfacing Warren 
from Wayne Road to Merriman. 

Expected to begin in the spring, the $2 
million project is being funded largely by a 
federal grant administered by the Michigan 
Department of Transportation. Federal money 
will pay nearly 82 percent of the project costs. 
The local share will be divided with Wayne 
County paying 9 percent, Westland paying 7 
percent or $146,366 and 2 percent or 842,122 
from Garden Citv. 

"We're absolutely pleased that they are doing 
this project. We're also anxious for the next project 
going east of Merriman," said Garden City City 
Manager David Harvey, who nominated the sec­
tion from Merriman to Middlebelt as being in the 
worst condition. "The improvements on Warren 
have been needed for a long time. They've cut and 
patched the road, so it's been a little better." 

In 2011, plans call for resurfacing of Warren 
Road from Merriman to Middlebelt and 
Newburgh to Wayne Road. The section of Warren 
from Middlebelt to Inkster Road is scheduled to 
be resurfaced in 2012. 

"Since it is five lanes and so long, they are doing 
the project in segments. It's not that old of a road, 
it failed prematurely," said Buford. "It's a county 
road but we do get complaints about it — it's in my 
city." 

The Wayne Road to Merriman project is expect­
ed to take two-three months to complete. The 
work includes repair and sealing of the concrete 
before resurfacing and replacement of some con­
crete. 
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