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A fact: Health care will cost more for W-W

IN BRIEF
Habitat tx)td$ meeting
Western Wayne County resi- '
dents hoping to own a home can
attend a Habitat for Humanity of
Western Wayne County'meeting
at 6 p m Tuesday, June 15, at
the Dorsey Community Center,
32715 Dorsey, east of
Westland.
The 11/2-hour session will
include a video presentation,
overview of criteria to qualify,
history of Habitat, question and
answer segment and distribution of applications. Current
homeowners will be on hand to
talk about their experience.
The meeting is mandatory for
those interested in participating in the Habitat for Humanity
program. A family selection
committee will consider three
criteria to determine eligibility:
•Need-Eligibility is based
on, but not limited to, if the current shelter has problems with
heating system, water supply, •
electricity, structural damage,
overcrowding, etc. The selection
team will make a home visit to
assess the situation.
•Ability to pay-Eligibility
is based on, but not limited to,
a family receiving sufficient
income to pay a mortgage; a
debt to income ratio that does
not exceed 38 percent, and
household income that is at
least 25 percent and does not
to exceed 50 percent of the HUD
Area Median Income.
•Willingness to partner.
The applicant must complete
application and submit by
the deadline of June 30 with required documents and must
readily engage in home visit.
The family doesn't reserve the
right to choose house location,
elevation and model. Also, each
adult over the age of 18 must
earn a minimum of 250 sweat
equity hours.
The applicant/co-applicant
also must attend home buyer
education and financial literacy
courses and pay an earnest
money deposit.
Applicants also must reside
in the Habitat of Western
Wayne County's geographical
service area - Belleville,- Canton,
Dearborn Heights, Garden
City, Huron Township, Inkster,
Lincoln Park, Livonia, Northville,
Plymouth, Redford, Romulus,
Sumpter, Taylor, Van Buren,
Wayne and Westland.
for more information, call
Habitat of Western Wayne
County at (734) 459-7744.

Great (ptar songs
Come learn two great songs
and recommend and vote on
a third during the next session
of guitar lessons' at the Bailey
Recreation Center. First, learn
one of the greatest songs and
rock licks of all time, Johnny
B. Goode,by Chuck Berry.
To balance out the rock, students will learn one of the great
folk songs of the '60s and now
a favorite campfire s o n g , P t ^
the Magic Dragon. Finally,
recommend and vote on a third
song which will be added at the
last class. Bring a capo forPvff,
the Magic Dragon.
The three-week class will be
held 7-8:30 p.m. Wednesdays,
June 16,23, and 25. The cost is
$45 for residents, $50 for nonresidents. To register, call (734)
722-7620 or stop by the Bailey
Center 9 a m to 9 p.m. daily.

cessions and spending cuts. It
is seeing the gains it has made
dissipate with an almost 20
percent of payroll it must pay to
When the Wayne-Westland.
school board takes up the 2010- the state retirement system and
11 budget at its meeting Monday a 17.2 percent increase in the
evening, there will be a certain- MESSA health insurance for
ty: Health care and retirement its 800 teachers. The MESSA
increase, which takes effect July
costs will be up substantially.
The district, which is in defi- 1, is 11 percent higher than the
increase for SET-SAG insurance
cit spending, is hoping to cut
offered to other employees.
at least $12 million through
"A 17 percent increase is a
school closings, employee conBY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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document the board receives
tomorrow will include layoffs in
all employee groups, however,
as of Friday, the exact numbers
were not known due to the
recently adopted state early
retirement plan.
According to Richard
Ringstrom, director of MESSA
Marketing and Rating, the.
increase is to Public Act 106 of
2007 which mandates that districts seek at least four competi-

Saying goodbye

tive bids when they negotiate a
new insurance plan, has forced •
MESSA to move from a business model built on large area
rating pools that spread the risk
for accounts of all sizes.
That, coupled with the insurance provider "experiencing
increased claims for spouses
and dependents as a result of
layoffs or spouses losing their
Please see HEALTH CARE, A2'

City sends
out claim
forms after
flooding

Friends and colleagues,
teachers closing the
book on 40-year career
BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

School won't be out for the summer, but Madison Elementary School
teachers Rene Love and Madeline
Sommerman already are thinking
about the" new school year.
"I think I'm going to take a short
vacation, I don't want to be around
when school starts," Lovesaid. „
"I've always wanted to walk the
bridge, but never could, now I can,"
said Sommerman. "Labor Day wasn't
a vacation, I used to stay at home and
make name tags."
Love and Sommerman are among
more than 50 teachers who are
retiring this year from the WayneWestland Community Schools. They
will say goodbye to their fellow staffers and students and walk out the
door of a school that has been their
home away from home for 40 years.
"We pulled into the parking lot
together on the first day. We got out
of the car and introduced ourselves
and who would think that we'll walk
out together," said Love. "We grew up
here."
Madison Elementary is one of six
Wayne-Westland schools that are
closing, a fact that played into the
two women's decision to retire. While
change is good, starting over at a new
school was something they didn't
know if they could or wanted to do.
Love was 22 and Sommerman
was 21 when they met. Love had
done her student teaching at Monroe
Elementary, making it easy to
interview with Wayne-Westland.
Sommerman was a senior when she
interviewed, getting her degree that
July.
The year was 1970 and Madison
Please see TEACHERS, A4

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Rene Love (top) and Madeline Sommerman say they grew up together and became friends while
teaching at Madison Elementary School for 40 years. The school is closing this year and the'two
fifth-grade teachers have decided to follow suit by retiring.

Westland's flooding mobile command post was set to be moved
Friday afternoon from Avondale to
the Mike Modano Ice Arena as it
appears most affected homes have
been dried and sanitized.
Working with Belfor USA, the
Department of Public Services crews
have visited more than 500 homes
to provide assistance to homeowners
who had water in the basements following massive rains a week ago.
"We know of no homes that have
water in them. I did get a call from
a lady who is in Florida. Her mother
was checking the house — the water
is down, but the carpeting is squishy,"
DPS Director Kevin Buford said.
DPS was working with the city's
Building Department in an effort to
identify vacant homes and contact
the owners about possible flooding.
Under state law, homeowners
have 45 days to file claims for losses
caused by the flooding. A letter and
the forms were due to be mailed
Friday to homeowners who provided
their name and address to the city.
The claim forms will be reviewed by
the city's insurer.
The city would not be liable for
damages, if there was no defect in
the city sewer system. The excessive amount of rain that fell during
the storm is being blamed for overwhelming the city's sewer system.
"We just got so much water, so
fast. It was bigger than a 24-hour
100-year storm. No system is
designed to handle that amount of
Please see CLAIMS, A2

Police continue to investigate fatal accident @ Parkside DENTAL TEAM
a 2003 Chevrolet Metro Cab
minivan when the collision happened at 2p.m.
Results of a blood test on a
A Ford Explorer headed west
Westland man involved in a fatal on Cherry Hill rear-ended a
accident Wednesday afternoon
vehicle which was stopped for a
are being awaited by Westland
red light at Wildwood.
police, who continue to investi"The vehicle then careened
gate a fatal accident that claimed off the stopped vehicle into the
the life of a Waterford man.
eastbound lanes and hit the
oncoming vehicle head-on,".
He was fatally injured folWestland Deputy Police Chief
lowing a head-on collision on
Mark Engstrom said.
Cherry Hill near Wildwood.
The Waterford man was proWestland police haven't
nounced dead on arrival at an
released the name of the 69hospital, Engstrom said.
year-old man, who was driving
The other driver, 55-year-old
eastbound on Cherry Hill in
BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Home Delivery:
(866) 887-2737
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whopper this year," said Deputy
Superintendent Gary Martin,
who oversees the district's
finances. "That's a $1.7 million increase. We had planned
on a 4 percent increase for all
employee groups. I'm disappointed, it's another $1.3 million we weren't planning on that
we got to cover."
The district must have a balanced budget in place by July
1, and according to Martin, the

GANMETT

Return Address:
41304 Concept Dr.
Plymouth MI
48170

V

Thomas Rada ofWestland, was
hospitalized Wednesday evening
following the accident, but the
extent of his injuries weren't
known.
"Alcohol is believed to have
been a factor in the accident,"
Engstrom said.
Police are continuing to investigate the accident, which closed
Cherry Hill between Wildwood
and Wayne Road for about three
hours.
The occupants of the rearended vehicle weren't injured
and the vehicle suffered minor
damage, police said.
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HEALTH CARE

of contracts and asking for concessions," said Martin. "We're
halfway with the groups, they're
about 20 percent with the
money, but the teachers are the
biggest piece with the pay and
step increase and increased premiums for their insurance."
School officials also would
like to get class size reduction
planned for 2010-11 halted. If
that happened, it would save the
district an additional $1 million.
MESSA insurance was at,
the heart of a four-day strike in
2008 and reduced class sizes
the rallying cry among parents
during the work stoppage. And
while the district offered comparable insurance plans, the
union eventually succeeded in
getting all of its members covered by MESSA.
"We could take this (health
plan) out for a bid again and
expect a 14 percent difference,"
said Bohl. "But we have a difficult time taking it out every
year because the teachers don't
want to change."
What the budget will reflect
is the $5 million it has saved by
closing six elementary schools
and reconfiguring its elementary program. There also will

FROM PAGE A1

own health coverage has created a huge cost shift to those
with medical insurance."
"As is the case with many
Michigan medical plans,
MESSA is experiencing
increased claims from spouses
and dependents as a result
of layoffs or spouses losing
their own health coverage,"
Ringstrom stated.
"With the other insurance we
know of, this is an extraordinarily high increase," said Kelly
Bohl, human resources executive director.
The increase erases some
of the savings the district has
already garnered through concessionary agreements with
its administrators and several
unions, including pay freezes
and step freezes and increased
health care co-pays. And it has
"not made any real progress"
with the Wayne-Westland
Education Association, secretaries, or paraprofessionals,
Martin said.
;
"We're going in in the middle

be savings reflected through
board-initiated cuts in staffing
and spending.
The boardhas cut 25 positions in building and central
office administration and
building trades and there are
another 60 positions — principals, custodians and teachers
— related to the school closings.
It's also ordered a cut in purchases of supplies, textbooks,
library books, .school buses and
conferences that totals another
$5 million, Martin said.
"We're already working under
a deficit reduction plan. If we
do nothing, we would be in
worse shape than Garden City,"
Martin said. "The board had the
courage to address shortfallfor
the last seven-eight years, but
we're still running a deficit."
"It is what is and per the ''
contract we're on the hook for
what it costs," he said. "We have
to find another $1.3 million in
savings. If we get through negotiations and make through next
year, our plan is making it two
years. We'll be OK, if we don't
get hit with another 17 percent
increase."
smason@hometownlife.com | (313)222-6751
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2 Westland officers earn POAM honor
Two Westland police officers
have been named 2010 Police
Officers of the Year by the
Police Officers Association of
Michigan.
Officers Robert Wilkie and
Jason Brassfield were honored
at the recent POAM annual
convention- at the Amway
Grand Hotel in Grand Rapids.
Wilkie and Brassfield were
recognized for their actions in
the early morning hours of Jan.
10,2010.
Driving in their patrol car
near Merriman and Michigan
Avenue, the officers noticed
smoke billowing into the air

from the west. Driving into the
city of Wayne about half a mile,
the officers discovered the Park
Lane Motel was on fire.
Hearing screams coming from
one of the exterior facing rooms,
the officers discovered a woman
trapped by flames. Wilkie was
able to push back overhanging
wires from in front of the door
as Brassfield used 'a fire extinguisher to put out the flames,
allowing the woman to escape
unharmed. The officers alerted
other sleeping guests to the fire
and assisted Wayne police in
safely evacuating all occupants.
"Without any regard for their

own safety, Officers Wilkie and
Brassfield personified heroism and selfless sacrifice," said
Westland Police Chief Alan
Ramsden. "I couldn't be prouder of them. This is the latest
example of what the men and
women of the Westland Police
Department do in serving the
citizens of our communities on
a daily basis."
Wilkie has served as a
Westland police officer since
2002, while Brassfield joined "
the department in 2005. The
officers also were honored
during a departmental awards
program.

Westland, Buford said, compared to 1,7 inches of rain that
fell in Livonia during the same
FR0M.M6EAJ
time period.
Flooded homes were reportwater," Buford said.
ed scattered around the city,
City engineers OHM have
but the biggest concentration prepared a model showing
— about half of the 600 total
nearly five inches of rain fell in flooded homes — were near
Avondale and Easley. The
mobile command post was
located in that area, which city
officials termed the epicenter
of the flooding.
Flooding was also reported
in Garden City, Dearborn
Heights, Inkster and
Dearborn. Like those commu-

nities, Westland's storm water
and sanitary sewage flows into
the Wayne County interceptor.
"When Wayne County came
out, they told us they opened
the drains, but they won't tell
us when," Buford said.
Wayne County Department
of Public Services Deputy
Director Butler Benton, who is
also the county drain commissioner, has been on site and
available throughout the past
week, Buford said.
"The county has been very
responsive," he, said.

CLAIMS

r

Cheese Steak Hoagie

lrogersthometownlife.com | (313)222-5428

J/
(• cutf ft* ftiw all&w o//'£,

OBSERVER
NEWSPAPERS

'Hs:^j:

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD

I

__

i

1

(/off wate t/w&eyfeet

«

jQ&jfdi

i

1. MmiMro?. rdtfrxk % 'Gups j
With purchase of any Hoagie

I

<?GA!*JETT

ra/tefov mvj eelwmitou.

•

\

9

HOW 10 REACH US

Custom cakes for all occasions
• Cake and candy makingHupplics

Home Delivery/Customer Service

Two Convenient Lofatiffm:
GARDEN CITY
Jj&EAI. CAKfcS
CAKE SHOPPE
T|34) 207-2253
(734) 207-CAKE
(734) 522-3670
31437 Ford Road 44930 Ford Road
Canton
Garden City

With coupon a $ 1.90 value • Limit 4 per coupon |
•
Coupon good at Westland location only
«

Open Mon-Sat 10-9Sun 11-9
www.gabrielshoagies.com

734-722-4224
1919 Wayne Road • Just South of Ford
Westland

Newsroom

(313) 222-2223

(734)582-8363

visit u s online at hometownlife.com
615 West Lafayette, Detroit. Ml 48226

end:

Baliooiuk

111

tm-/

i\?:.i&

i£s,i.LiS-JAcu^^Lzi' iS-i—

a / Haircutter

27553 Cherry 133

MondayTltarsday
9:00 PIM

Kitchen Hours

Thursday
& Friday

' (

Summer

-*..'. ''Z.'

Parties

;

«-i_.-jcK-

• ' - • ' .

B u r g e r Special

S O S at iuncli

Well Drinks

with Beverage Purchase Mon-Fri 11 am-3 pm
VISA

A® ptft

10:00 pm
Food
1/2 Price

-•

Open Monday-Thursday
11:00 am-ldnignt
Friday 11 a m - l a m
Saturday Noon-lam
Closed Sunday

THE BEST

Draff, lotfles,
Domestic

of Men
¥i WTvlf

11/2 Blocks w. of inRster

Tuesday

(313) 223-3318

,„...1-8Q0-579-$EtL (7355)

Display Advertising

At

MM

Fax

Classified Advertising

wvfw.gardeHcityandidealcakeshoppe.com

mm

1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737)

%•
>*

- i 3

ncii

Any Size Team
Reservations Accepted for 6 or more
•

jws mmimm
ltA\iS)l>G»

tfSA^Ail&vliifltMfli*

i

'Buy 1 Sandwich! I
IvI
gel l Sandwich m ««„» tnti™
f\h

of equal or lesser value

Limit up to $6.00
Must buy 2 beverages.
Not good with any other offer or specials,
Not good for Carry-Outs
Hot valid Friday or Weekdays Af
After 10:00 pm
xpires 8-31-10
txi"

a!\

i i iour Enure i
3 S
I S

1 1.

.,;^,?:-r..-v. -:rv .:."'. *•>. •£*.* w & i i * ^ $y$K
• IT.'*

Food Tab

with Beverage Purchase
I Not good with any other offer or specials,
•
Not good for Carry-Outs
I Not valid Friday
ay or Weekdays After 10:00 pm
;pires 8-31-10
Expi

. « • ' , ' . J. ,

»
J
.
I

•, rf'js-i-:!
j-*...
>•./,••

i:

S£'^ ?

%%:

online at hometowolife.com

(WGc)

Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, June 13,2010

Ceremony honors work of first responders
BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As a teenager, Leroy Mattic
probably wouldn't have envisioned himself as an adult
speaking at First Responders
Appreciation Program.
But sometimes what seems
like a small thing can have a
big impact and there he was
Wednesday at a program honoring police and firefighters.
A member of Annapolis Park
Church of Christ, which hosted the program Wednesday,
Mattic recalled small incidents involving police officers
that affected his life.
"When I was a teenager,
I was young and dumb like
most teenagers. My parents
divorced and my dad was
off somewhere," Mattic said.
"I fell in with a really bad
groups of kids. I thought
they were cool. We'd hang
on the corner and a couple
of times we had run-ins with

the police. I didn't .appreciate
them."
Then one night the police
were dispersing the group
when an officer looked at
»Mattic and told him to go
home.
"He looked specifically at
me. I don't know if he knew
me from somewhere or knew
my mother. He didn't say that
to anyone else," Mattic said.
"I didn't appreciate it, but it
planted a seed." ,
The second incident happened on a cold Christmas
Day, as a young Mattic was
trying to drive to his sister's
home when his car broke
down. Being a teenager, he
said the gifts were in a trash
bag, which he carried as he
began walking to his sister's
home.
"There weren't cell phones
and I didn't have the money
for a cab. I made it (from
1-275) to the sheriff's department on Middlebelt near the

and didn't survive the terrorist attack.
"I remember seeing a fireman helping someone out the
building. His face was black
with soot. Other police and
firefighters were going into
the building," Mattic said. "If *
there is any comfort or consolation in knowing people
can create devastation, it
is that other people rush to
Holding cards made by students in the Annapolis Park Development Center
help, putting their lives on
are Westland Fire Capt. David Sukel (left), Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
the line to go assist others.
Firearms and Explosives Special Agent in charge Roland Herndon, Michigan
Serve and protect isn't just a
State Police Trooper Brad Cox, Westland Police Chief Alan Ramsden and
motto."
Wayne County Undersheriff Daniel Pfannes.
Along with Westland police
airport," Mattic said.
influences, but if I hadn't
and firefighters, other agenWhen a police officer
had those, I could easily been cies represented at the prostopped him, Mattic said he . somewhere else. Most of
gram included the Wayne
feared he was going to be
those friends are dead or have County Sheriff's Department,
accused of stealing the items spent a long time in prison."
Michigan State Police and
he was hauling in a trash bag.
the federal Bureau of Alcohol,
On a much larger scale,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Mattic recalled Sept. 11,
"The officer asked me
Explosives.
2001, seeing planes fly into
where I was going and gave
the twin towers of the World
me a ride. I started thinking
The Annapolis Park
about things. Those instances Trade Center on television.
Church of Christ choir sang,
His cousin Margaret Mattic
stuck with me," Mattic said.
as did youngsters from
was inside the North Tower
"Those were not the only
the Annapolis Park Child

Development Center. The
children also had made large
cards which were presented
to representatives of each
agency present.
Westland Mayor William
Wild, church elder Leonard
Mungo and congregation
member Cornelius James,
who served as master of ceremony, also made comments
in appreciation of the service
by police and firefighters.
"If you ask a first responder
why they do what they do,
it's those children," Westland
Police Chief Alan Ramsden
said. "I'm proud to be a
policeman and this makes me
feel prouder/
Following the program
inside the church, each of the
agencies had equipment on
display along with Westland's
two police dogs and two
deputies from the mounted
division.
Irogersthometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428
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W-W program gives at-risk students extra assistance
this program," said Jennifer
Munson, elementary special
education director. "This
When it comes to helping
makes us proactive rather than
struggling students, it's all
doing a waiting game. It is genhands on deck for the Wayneeral education and special eduWestland Community Schools. cation working together. We do
it before something before it
That's the idea behind a
Response to Intervention pro- becomes a problem."
gram that will be rolled out
The program focuses on stuin the district's elementary
dents who have deficiencies in
schools this fall.
mathematics and reading with
a goal of making them estabRTI is a general education
intervention model for students lished in the subjects.
with special needs. Its goal is
"The idea is to keep them
to provide services to strugmoving as much as we can,"
gling students before they end
said Munson. "We see what
up in special education.
they need and target it quickly."
"I'm extremely excited with
RTI has a four-tiered

approach that looks at the student and what ne^ds to be done
and providing intervention
in small groups of four-five
students or one-two students
who those need more intensive
intervention.
The building principal, grade
level staff, counselors and
trained interventionists are
part of RTI which was piloted
this year in five elementaries
— Hoover, Lincoln, Patchin,
Taft-Galloway and Wildwood
— this year. It will be expanded
to the district's 11K-4 buildings next year.
"The trained interventionists
were the key to what worked

for me in the classroom," said
Audrey Bennett, a first-grade
teacher at Taft-Galloway.
"Because of its newness I
didn't expect to see a first-year
improvement, but it helped
struggling students achieve
grade level content. Fifteen
minutes a day offering one-onone... it works."
District data for the current school year has shown
an improvement due to RTI.
There was a more than 10 percent decline in deficiency from
the fall to the winter for initial
sound fluency among kindergartnerg and a more modest
decline of 3 percent in math-

TEACHERS

evolving and teachers have to
stay on top of it.
"It used to be state standards, now we do national
standards and benchmarks,"
said Love.
"The curriculum has to
change, you have to meet
what's happening today," added
Sommerman.
They remember the "cute
little things" that students said,
those who have come back to
say hello or show them their
report cards or an e-mail from
a student they had in the 1970s.
"They want us to be proud
of them, that makes me feel
good," said Love. "Some of
them come back for advice."
"I had one come back with
a report card and I got a hug,"
added Sommerman.
But it's the sad times they
will remember most — the
little girl who wasn't adopted,

the little boy whose mother had
AIDS and had died.
"He had AIDS, too, and
one day he stopped coming
to school, we never found out
what happened," Love said.
Both hope the economic
climate in Michigan improves
so that other people can go
into education like they did. •
;*&
They never went into it for the
msai
money — their starting wage
in 1970 was $8,050 which they
^ •""
thought was a "big deal" — it
was the little perks provided by
the students.
"We had a lot of fun teaching — going to Greenfield
Village, staying overnight," said
Love. "We used to go to camp
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER with the students until other
Madeline Sommerman was still a
people's snoring started bothsenior in college when she interviewed
ering us."
for a teaching job with the WayneThe two teachers have been
Westland Community Schools.
slowly packing up their rooms,
sharing some of their treasures
with teachers who will be reas"Rene will say remember
signed to other schools. As for
when we did this, and I'll
the other stuff...
say, Yeah, pitch it,'" added
"They are treasures to us, but Sommerman.
they're things we worked long
Principal Sandy Kingston
and hard on that may not fit in
who is scheduled to move to
today's curriculum," said Love.
Edison Elementary, laments

BY SUE MASON
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had an enrollment of more
than 800 students. It had portable classrooms behind the
building and a principal and
• assistant principal.
"We were bursting at the
seams and now we're closing
because we don't have enough
students," said Love.
, The school was "innovative" and offered individually
guided education, according
to Sommerman. There were
learning centers, multi-aged
classrooms and a mix of more
than two grade levels.
"When people met us, they'd
say, *Wow, Wayne-Westland,
what a great district to work in,
you're on top of it,'" she said.
Love started as a fourth-

grade teacher, Sommerman
taught the third grade.
Eventually, they ended up in
side-by-side classrooms teaching fifth-graders. They went
from being colleagues to friends
and raised their families together along the way. Love recalls
buying a dress for her daughter
only to find out Sommerman
had bought theexact same
dress for her daughter.
"When we started, the kids
had an hour for lunch and all
the kids went home to eat," said
Sommerman. "Now they have
a half hour. I always thought it
was something they did away
with that they shouldn't have."
A lot has changed since then.
The biggest thing is the curriculum. Both admit that just
when they think they have it
under their belts and all figured out, it changes. Grade
level expectations are forever

smasonishometownlife.com | .(313) 222-6751
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that the saddest part of
Madison closing is the loss of
Sommerman and Love.
"They're exceptional," she
said.
smasonihometownlife.com j (313) 222-6751
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in on emergency, minutes mailer, that's why it's vital to
oftooso medical care ctos© to home. From minor fnjurte$ to,
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place your trust in St Mary IVteicy Hospital.
*
*
*
*
«
*'
*
"
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Stroke Cam - with Robotic ^©urology Consuifatlop
Advanced Diagnostic imaging On-SSI©
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When Rene Love started teaching at
Madison in 1970, it had more than 800
students, portable classrooms and a
principal and assistant principal.
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"They met with us and gave
us a program to repeat the
skills at home and build selfconfidence," she said.
"What I like is we are working with a lot of staff in a lot of
schools," said Munson. "With
RTI, we get strategies that
work with special education,
we have classroom modeling
and constantly try to survey the
crowd. We ask the parents if it's
working, we ask the teachers
what they need."
"RTI is all about the things
we do and know, we all speak
the same language," she added.

K
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ematics among fourth-graders.
"We work with all students
using best practices in English
language arts and math," said
Munson. "We have a cohesive
plan to use across the district
so we're all following the same
path."
According to Munson, parent participation is an important-part of RTI. Parents are
informed about the program and
what they can do to further it.
Taft-Galloway parent.
Shawnn Maxwell said RTI has
been a "tremendous help" for
her child, a first-grader who
didn't know the alphabet or
sounds.
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W-W signs on for Raee to Top
$400 million grant which
would help districts like
Wayne-Westland implement the reforms, including
The Wayne-Westland
staff development, student
Community Schools has
assessments and evaluation
joined districts around the
plans.
state in showing support
for the Michigan's latest
Michigan was shut out
application for the federal
of the first round, mostly
government's Race to the
because of the lack of supTop program.
port from teachers unions.
The Michigan Education
The board approved a
resolution ratifying a memo- Association recommended
its members approve it this
randum of understanding,
sighed by Supt. Greg Baracy time, and Wayne-Westland
Education Association
and school board President
President Nancy Strachan
Skip Monit, which agrees
has joined Baracy and Monit
to support and collaborate
in signing the memoranwith the state's efforts to
dum.
implement educational
reforms under its ,grant
The Race to the Top proapplication.
gram makes $4.35 billion in
federal education funding
"Michigan didn't receive
available to states that have
funding in the first round
raised student performance
and has rewritten and
and show a commitment to
resubmitted its application," Baracy told the school making continued improveboard. "Our hope is, subject ments by establishing innovative reforms.
to federal approval, that
these collaborations will
Gov. Jennifer Granholm
provide funding for our
signed into law in December
schools."
several bills for educational
reform that include annual
The district is required
teacher/administrator
to submit the memoranevaluations based in part on
dum, if it wants to receive
student growth, merit pay,
any of the additional
alternative teacher certificaAmerican Recovery and
tion and raising the age of
Reinvestment Act grant
money that the state could compulsory education from
receive, if its application is 16 to 18.
approved.
The state is vying for a
smasonthometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751
BY SUE MASON
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POAM honors Anderson as Legislator of the Year
The state's largest police
organization, t h e Police
Officers Association of
Michigan has named
Sen. Glenn Anderson, OWestland, as their Legislator
of the Year.
The award was presented
to Anderson by POAM
. '
Legislative Director Kenneth
E. Grabowski at the organization's annual convention in
Grand Rapids,
According t o the organization's director of member
services, Ed Jacques, t h e
distinction is given t o a
legislator who has a proven
track record of supporting
legitimate legislation that
enhances the law enforcement profession.
"Senator Anderson's introduction of Senate Bill 741
would stop t h e practice of a
ticket quota system and allow
police officers t o use their
training and experience when
determining whether a warning may b e more appropriate
t h a n writing a ticket," said
Jacques. "Senator Anderson

said. "These guys are on the
front line, making Michigan a
better place t o call home, and
it is incumbent upon us to
make sure they have t h e tools
that they need."
Anderson h a s also demonstrated a commitment to protecting state revenue sharing
t h a t goes directly to local
communities for public safety
and police.
.
POAM Legislative Director
Kenneth E. Grabowski said
he appreciates Anderson's
integrity a n d work ethic, and
can always expect a call from
Anderson's office, if they
need input on law enforcement issues.
"I respect Glenn's pracWestland Sen. Glenn Anderson accepts the Legislator of the Year Award from tice of working closely
POAM Legislative Director Ken Grabowski.
with POAM on any kind of
major police legislation,"
understands that law enforce"I a m honored t o receive
said Grabowski. "Senator
ment is about fairness, not
recognition for my efforts to
Anderson and his staff have
just numbers."
strengthen Michigan's law
always been available and
enforcement, b u t helping to
responsive to POAM a n d our
Anderson was resolved to
members. It was my privilege
continue his work supporting make sure t h a t our police
to present Senator Glenn
law enforcement in Michigan, officers have what they need
Anderson with POAM's
when commenting on having to keep Michigan safe is a
no-brainer to me," Anderson
Legislator of the Year award."
received the award.

ven> on
.,a,^.sla1i,lsxagfe;iuaea,sl;,ii,y,

Sam© to ®I$i a walif p & ^ p f s w s l
fe&»B tew? 8U@ asdteb © S*s
f3ffl&383# l i S S *®JB3Si3®B

SWITCH NOW.

I© teal iaB &mm m
SOp a psKihaas <aps«a@fflfs
mxS a t efe@<

aditions

NEWCONDOS
Only Few Remaining Best Price In Years

| ^ 3 From $150,000
FHA FINANCING AVAILABLE

PLYMOUTH/CANTON SCHOOLS

Clubhouse with recreational facilities including pool & tennis court
1111 W A S I W D I Mom E] f l

tows

I' |

HOURS: 12 - 6 PM

I ?1 ^

a

M SJ9 \ l

u

S.

7 DAYS A WEEK

Mow throuqh
to Verizon Wireless and receive a $101
"r '< • • ' •.
. 1

With new 2-yr. activation on Single Line Calling Plans 900+ Anytime Minutes or Family SharePlan® Calling Plans 1400+ Anytime Minutes.

1 EJLH

/

SJ£kjL&l

Sftf*30-«I»M SUN 12-5 PM
MS

•Newer Stah' of the Art Facility

if*

A-OUALl'n.-CASiE «

VETEfilNARY HOSPITAL

>i.

^r#
'**

V\

5;wi
*<-

lit

LOW COST VACCINE COMIC
EVERY WEDNESDAY 1-5 P M

L'fi^WSC^
"efC&MBi

Get your pet vaccinated with
Vaccination Packages
Starting at $29.00 (No office fee)
We now offer
Grooming & Boarding
"%v We have Spay, Neuter,
}] & Dental Specials!!!

*>Vh rt' **v i l 1 3 3

-^#

•*»•.

—

.. •-

- *

S Kiah> - k i l l - ' '-/i 'nnri"

Free O f f i c e V i s i t i
IS21.0U Value) N e w Clients Only '
With c oupon

X-V!P

Hearfworm Test
with 12 mo. or
I
with 6 mo. purchase of I
heartworm preventative
r
With Coupon

I

11655 Fannington Rd. (fust N. of Plymouth Rd.) Livonia

mm?

NEwrs
The hardworking
social networker

pr 734.423..FETS (73ST)
N'-1

www.aqualitycarevet.com

XI

OE0,

,,"'SlS»v*vs?5f W!3**^''*ns"-*: ' V ^ T J

€»?,

$99.99 2-yr. price - $50 maii-in rebate debit card
Add'l phone: $50 2-yr. price - $50 maii-in rebate
debit card. Requires a voice plan with data pak
$9.99 or higher per phone.

Mi,

ma

i%riAH0 Prrs M A « tiff B r n s n #3
We have an adorable
"' selection of puppies
and kittens waiting
for adoption.

Sv

.*"

DFOID

• 60 Day health warranty
»Free spay/neuter
• 3 Free vet visits
• Free training DVD
:

•> K_..- 5.-31

~.S».

0.' J .tSS 2 5 3

by Motorola
Android™ OS with
siide-out QWERTY
t. ! s i > »

d

\l
**%•

I
• i' icik's '••;ifii'- i.e.-.: ,r .irt.id'ion While supplies last.
'
*
,

$299.99 2-yr. price - $100 maii-in rebate debit card.
Add'l phone: $100 2-yr. price - $100 mail-in rebate debit card.
Requires a voice plan with data pak $29.99 or higher per phone.

Vaifd only on regutariy-pneed merchandise. May not be combined with a »' 'r
3j
coupon or discount. This coypon is notredeemablelor aquariums, kits, d
• •
a
food, or cash. Cannot be used for gift certificates or for previously pure
merchandise. Coupon may only be used once. Limit t per customer. ExpiriuZ.
,_. S

34610 warren • westland
Corner of Wayne & Warren in westland Crossing

www.petlatidwestiaod.com
Open Mon-Thurs 11-8; Fri-Sar v-9.
Sun 12-6

1.800.2JO1N.1N

verizonwireSess.com

vzw.com/storelocator

1800.256.4646
Activation fee/line: $35 {$25 for secondary Family SharePlan" line w/ 2-yr. Agmts).
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form and credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee ($350 fo; advanced devices) and other charges. Offers
and coverage, varying by service.not available everywhere. Rebate debit card takes up to 6 weeks & expires in 12 months. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. Network details
and coverage maps at vzw.com. All company names, trademarks, logos & copyrights not the property of Verizon Wireless ate the property of their respective owners. Skype mobile is not available on Wi-Fi, in
roaming areas, or outside the U.S. Android ts a trademark of Google, Inc. DROISisatrademark of LucasfilmLtd.and its related companies: Used under license. $100 maximum credit on Family SharePlan* account.
Family SharePian requires port of primary k secondary lines. Cannot be combined with other promotional offers. Credit will be applied in 60 days to active customers on eligible plans. © 2010 Verizon Wireless.
MEVT

(W)

online.at hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, June 13,2010

Family members shared
cheers and tears as 424
John Glenn High School
seniors received their diplomas during commencement
ceremonies June 5 at the
Eastern Michigan University
Convocation Center in
Ypsilanti.
John Glenn's 2010
Distinguished Alumnus
Marine M. Sgt. Jason E.Cooper. A1990 John Glenn
graduate, Cooper has served
in the U.S. Marine Corps
since 1994. He has served in
Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
in Okinawa, Japan, assisted
in tsunami relief efforts in Sri
Lanka in 2004, and served in
Baghdad, Iraq, in 2006 as part
of the Multi-National Security
Transition Command. He currently assigned to 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force.
During his time in the military, he has received numerous awards, including the
Navy Commendation Medal,
Good Conduct Medal, Iraqi
Campaign Medal, Global War
on Terrorism Service Medal
and Humanitarian Service
Medal.
Receiving their diplomas at
the ceremony were:
Ahmed Nidal Abuzoor, Harriet
Ariel Afutiti, Najib Saeed Aljumail,
Alexanderia Rose Allen, Stephen
Antoine Allen, Derrick DeMario
Amnions, Shayna Marie Anderson,
Shantel Tamika Anderson, Dennis
Denzel Anderson, Amber Ruth
Anthony, Niesha Elizabeth Arnold,
Joshua James Austin, William Kamal
Ayler, Demitri Abdallah Azzam, Ashley
N, Bailey, Samantha J. Baker, Lauren
Paige Baker, Austin C. Baker, Taylor
Damini Barnes, Zarik Tyrell Barnes,
Shenieka Nicole Beattie, Reginald M.
Bebri, Chelsea Anne Bechtel, Katelyn
Renee Beebe, Andrea M. Bessinger.
Anthony Deon Blair, Alyssa Susan
Bodin, Daniel Victor Bombach,
Cherelle Marie Booker, Anndrea
Marie Boris, Brianna Chiquay Bowen,
Christina Lynn Bowman, Kyle Joseph
Bowman, Christopher Michael Boyce,
Alyssa Marie Bradke, Cha'relle
Janiece Brewer, Eric James Briggs,
Natalie Eva Brown, Jessica Joyce
Brown, Ciarra M. Brown, William
Arthur Brown, Roderick Monkeithe
Brown, Andrew William Bro'zek, Kevin
L. Budnick, Allison Marie Bulson,
Chenise Mary Burchart, Brandi Briana
Burns, Brittany F. Burrell, Derrica
Shanesema Bush, Jennika Yvonne
Jean Butler.
Norman Adrian Butler/Christopher
A. Button, Leaundra Kaula Calfee,
Nathan Charles Camilleri, Demario
Roeshawn Campbell, Aaron Bradley
Candela, TyJia DeShay CarsonCallaway, Amanda A. Caudill, Ian
Michael Ca'valetto, Levi James
Cavender, Evi F. Cenolli, Anthony
Damon Chenevert, Ashley Blake
Cimino, Bennie Cosimo Clemente, .
Stanley Stephen Coatney, Shelbi Lynn
Coniam, Malcolm Warren Connally,
Ashley Sue Ellen Cooper, Samantha
Berneice Cote, Sarah Jane Cox,
Melody Marie Crooms, Kayley Alyssa
Curry, Anthony John Czarniowski.
Genevieve Ariel Dapremont, Beth
Ann Darnell, Samantha Elizabeth
Davey, Vincent Carl Davidson, Jeffrey
Scott Dean, Marlen Dede, Cha'e L.
Dennis, Natalie Ruth Deyo, Melissa
Lynn.Deyo, Mario Joseph Diaz,
Nathaniel K. Dickson, Shelby Lynn
Dill, Courtney Lyn Dobos, Alexis D.
Doe, Briana Lee-Ann Domen, Spencer
James Dowd, Kathryn Renee Down,
Lindsey Marie Draham, Thomas.
Anthony Drake, Chelsey Nichole
Draper, Amber Chene' Dunson,
Yasmen Monique Edwards, Jason
Bradley Eiben, Imani Charmagne Elie,
Ariel Christine Ellis, Zachary Paul
Ernat.

John Glenn graduate Keenan Johnson is excited to receive his diploma.

Glenn secretary Cindy Beyer helps senior Shelby Dill with her graduation medal.

* £t?!
Members of the class of 2010 throw their caps in celebration at the end of the graduation ceremony.
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One of 15 valedictorians, Verica Temelkova is all smiles as she receives her
diploma.

Teara Cabrielle Hicks, David Michael
Hochstein.
William Edward Hoffman Jr., Leya
Marie Holloway, Joshua David Laveile
Hooper, Ailing Huang/Bobby Lain
Hubbard, Bryan Markham Hubbs,
Kelly Jane Hudson, David Bruce
Michael Alan Erwin, Shelby
Hunter, Justin A. Hurst, Shabnum Taj
MarieEschker, Rhonda Joseph Farah,
Hussain, Aamer Shahzad Hussain,
Travis Scott Farrar, Joshua Alan
Phuong Thi Huynh, SeOuoya Joyce
Ferguson, Marius G. Ficut, Dane
Ingram, Heidi Victoria Irvine, Nicolas
Alexander Fishaw, Shayne Michael
Tymarlsby, Jacqualyn Nicole Isenhart,
Fitzgerald, Stoney Brent Flowers;
Nicole Marielves, Natasha Bionca
Michael M. Frank, Melissa Sue Marie
Jackson, Davarius Jenkins, Gerald
Fullerton, Jessica Ann Gabbard,
Jason Jennfeldt, Amanda Nicole
Dustin John Gajowiak, Genevieve
Johnson, Breeyana Zahquamarah
Marie Galindo, Tyler Gage Garrett,
Johnson, Keenan Khalid Johnson,
Felicia Lynn Garza, Gregory Ray
Reginald Paris Johnson.
Gaskin, Christopher Lee Gawne,
DeVonta Ronald-Shupavu Germany,
Skylar Alexis Jones, Destiny
Stephanie Marie Gertsen, Jennifer
De'Monica Jones, Steven Joseph
Diane Gibbs, Magen Elizabeth Glass,
Jones, Kaivon Jamat Jordan, Brandon
Chase Alexander Glover, Richard
Darnell Jordan, Chelsea Taylor
Jerome Gonzalez.
Kangas, Alysson Elizabeth Kassab,
Jessica Bachar Kassis, Amanpreet
Zachary Reian Goodgall, Ishmael
Kaur, Trisha Nichole Kelly, Megan
Lexia Govantes, Paige Marie Grant,
Christine Kelly, Umberto Luciano
Carletdn DeVonta Green, Chase
Kenle, Nelson Kenne, Corissa Danielle
•R. Griffin, Daniel Adam Griggers,
Kijek, Aubrey Ellen King, Gabrielle •
Jenna Maire Guarascio, Jeffery E.
Amanda Kirchinger, Bethany Marie
Guziak, Andrew William Gwizdala,
Kleffman, Nicole F. Konwinski,
Stephanie Maria Gysel, Kyndra Lynn
Nicholas. Aaron Koveleski, Jonathon
Hackett, DeAndre Renard Hadden,
Lloyd Kreger, Adam Joseph Kuk,
Kyle Robert Hamlin, Brittany R,
Melissa Renee Kukulka, Stephen
Harden, Christopher Gene Harper,
Richard Kulikowski, Nathaniel Douglas
Victoria Machelle Harris, Shalonta
Patrice Harris, Joseph Scott Harrison, Kunze.
Kathleen Hegenauer, Trevor S.
Bryan A. Kurlovich, Jeremy Patrick
Hemeren, Richard Albert Henry, Tracy Langford, Jonathan Michael Lara,
Denise Herriott, Alex Drake Hester,
Katelyn Marie Laskowski, Theresa

Erin Lawfield, Shelby Lynn Lawson
Tara LynnLeleniewski, Jacob Shaun
LeMond, -Ashley Lee-Ann Leschinski
Marissa Loraine Leteliier, M i c h e l
Sandra Levy, Talia Breanna Lewis
Julian Cannell Lewis, Garland Edward
Lloyd, Spencer Adam Lockhart, A'yssa
Danielle Long, Kurt Jeffrey Long Jr,
Karen Estefan Lopez, Robert WMnam
Lopez, Charlena Marie Mabry, Joe1
Allen MacFadyen, Bronte Y. Mamer,
Keena Louise Marabie, Nicole Lynr
Mari.
Jeffrey Paul Maxwell, Deanna
Crystal May, Joseph Thomas May
Michael Joseph Mayes, Adam Keith
McCann, Lavarro LaSoto McClendon,
Shakia Taneisha McCoy, Molly Jean
McFalls, Sinead Corine McGiffert,
Kevin Terry McGinness, Andrew
Stephen McGrath, Megan Danielle
McGrew, Sarah Ann McKinzie, Devon.
Tyrees McMillian, Alex Morgan
McNellis, Kody Alexander Merritt,
Walter Semen Mile'wsky, Kari Alisa
Miller, Leslie Lee Mills, Megan Lindsey
Mizzi, Kelly LynnMoney, Jennifer F.
Moody, Heidi Marie Moore, Dominique
William Moore, Caitlin Rose Moreno.
Sara Jean Marie Morgan, Robin
Helena Mulka, Steven John Murphy,
Kristopher Murray, Jayna Denise
Myers, Matthew Alan Mytych, Sidra
Najam, Branden Delon Nathan,
Michael Logan Neal, Aquia Chenay
Nelson, Christian Lee Newsome,
Ashley Marie Noeyack, Stephen
Charles Novak, Stephanie Jade

Louissa Ann Mamenta Villaroman, senior class president, speaks to her
fellow graduates.
O'Beirne, Christopher Michael
Justin Scott, Matthew Dean Parker,
O'Donnell, Shaynell Ash'antie Oldham, JoAnna Marie Parmenter, MaLeigha
Shavar Curtis Oliver, Venecia
Sharee Patton, Anthony Alexander
Ledesma Onadia, Sean Patrick
Pavlich, Rachel Michelle Peel,
O'Rourke, Caitlin Mary O'Sullivan,
Erin Elizabeth Perry, Casey Renee
Chelsea Rene Ouellette, Timothy
Peterson, Thomas Dylan Peterson,
Burdette Ouellette Jr., Delwayne
Brandon James Phillippi, Brittany
Owens Jr., Fatimoh Omoyeni Oyedele. Rose Pingle, Emily Anne Porter,
Gerald R. Powell, Jerry LaShand "
Erin Terese Palazzolo, Stevei
-Powell, Justin Michael Price,
Danielle Palmer, Abbey Eileen
Nicole Elias Oassis, Garrett Todd
Pankoff, Chelsi Clare Paradowski,

Quattlander, Megan Taylor Ouinn,
Petra Radman, William F. Rafferty,
Danielle Marie Redden.
Zachary Myles Erington Redden,
lllissa Lauren Reddy, Joseph George
Rembert, Diamond Learice Revel,
Arabela Rexhepi, Mikala Marisa
Rickman, Brianne Noel Riffle, Joseph
Lawrence Riggio, Joshua Logan
Rigney, Vania Dulcia Rivera, Janeice
Mikyra Roberson, Kayla Ann Roberts,
.Khaleeda Aisha Robinson, Mercedes
Tierra Robinson, Brittani Ann
Robinson, Justin N. Robinson, Edward
John Robson, Alexander Nicholas
Rochette, Marcus Hudson Rodriguez,
Cody Lucus Roe, Michael Allen Keith
Rogers, Anthony Paul Rudd, Kyle
Elizabeth Rudnicki.
Eric C. Rujan, Maurice Rush,
Anthony Joseph Rysztak, Emily
Ann Saavedra, Aaron M. Sabal,
Gerard Hamilton Salter, Andee Marie ,
Samborski, Cassie Lynn Sanders,
Troy Travis Sandy, Stephanie Marie
Saranas, Chateva Latrece Scales,
Kimberly Patricia Schepers, Wesley
Andrew Schermerhorn, Thomas
Samuel Schermerhorn, Valerie
Sahara Schwartz, Julianne Marie
Seidel, Jessica Ann Seman, Andrew
Dwayne Shaddawvine, Steven Edward
Shak, Ashley Janai Srialhoub, Arielle
Sharrie Shaw, Mikk'el RaShaun •
Shelton-Tipton, Sincere Pamela
Sherman.
Karlnelia Ashley Smelley-Wilpams,
Saleena Lelar Smith, Lindsey Gene
Smith, Christian Smith, Aaron Dwight
Smith, Michael James Smith, Scott
Anthony Smith, Joseph Timothy
Smyser, Joshua Matthew Sneddon,
Jevarias Marquise Snowden, Steven
Robert Snyder, Briana Gabrielle
Southard, Ryan Spears, Kara Nicole
Spisz, Steven Anthony Stanek, Khari
Ajene Stargell, Shaina Mil Starts,
Heather Nicole Stawasz, Mackenzie
Layne Stephens, Karina Marie
Stephens, Ryan Matthew Stewart,
Chelsea Lee Stoliker, Jenna Leann
Styrk, Joshua Steven Sullivan.
Zackary Matthew Swank, David
Walter Swayze, Brittany-Lynne
SWeetting, Thea Christine SwiderSisk, Bryan Allen Sylvester, Rachel
Renee Tanner, Amanda Jane Tate,
James Louis Tatum, Jordan Leigh
Taylor, Alyssa M. Taylor, Carries
Camille Tejada, Verica Temelkova,
Danyelle Janay Terry, Melanie Joy
Teschke, Katelyn Lori Thebeau, Mark
Allen Thompson, Montae Thornton,
Samantha Tyree, Andrue Ailyn Vader,
Kristine Ashley Vichinsky, Louissa
Ann Mamenta Villaroman, Joana
Kristel Basa Vinuya, Maggie Lynn
Wacker, Steven Keith Wakeford.
Keena M. Walker, Justin Ryan
Ruger Walker, La'Che' Dominique
.Walton, Dominque Francesa Walton,
Von'Che Raymone Walton, Cody Glenn
Warner, Onjaleese Shaniqua Warren,
Caleb Nathaniel Weaver, Michael
Robert Wegehaiipt, Ashley Helen
Wells, Al Seward Wells, Taylor Natiesh
Whigham, Kristina Victoria Wiifanen,
Ta'Tanisha Zanay Williams, Cierra
Che'nay Williams, Candace S. Williams,
Elonda Breon Willis, Anthony Louis
Wilton, David Alan Wilton, Samantha
M. Winters, Alexander Michael Wojnar,
Amber May Wood, Justine Rae
Woodard.
Ryan Joseph Woodhouse, Cody
Delorean Woods, Katherine Renee
Jeanette Yax, Justin Lee Yoshikawa,
Roxanne Alexandra Young, Mitchell
Jordan Young, Michael Ryan Young,
Alejandra Bianca Zarate, Krysta Lynn
Ziegler, Christine Marie Zuke and
Michael Gerard Zuke.
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Up-to-date estate W-W students win Vision scholarships
plan can avoid fights
Q: Dear Rick: I read about
actor Gary Coleman and how
there are fights over his estate.
It seems I'm always reading
something about fights when
famous people die. Are fights
over estates common when
average everyday people die?
What's the best way to prevent
them?
A: Unfortunately, it happens
all the time to everyday people.
I believe the
number offights
within families
has increased
substantially.
People have
access to lawyers
today that they
did not have in
the past and
Money Matters
today's modern
family is more
Rick Bloom
intricate. It's no
longer unusual
for someone to have been married
more than once and to have children from a variety of different
relationships. When you factor all
this into consideration, there are
morefightsand disputes upon
death than ever before.
I wish I could say there is a sure
fire way to avoid fights and family
disputes upon death, but there is
none. However, there are ways to
reduce the chances of having a
family fight.
The best way to reduce the
chance of dispute is to have an
up-to-date estate plan. A plan
that reflects your current situation.
Fights within families occur
because an estate plans has not
been updated for years. Having
an up-to-date estate plan is a key
ingredient in reducing family
disputes.
Those who have an estate plan,
should review it when there is any
change in your family situation
such as a birth or marriage of an
adult child. In addition, ifyour
financial situation changes dramatically then it also makes sense
to review your estate plan. At a
minimum, an estate plan should
be reviewed every two to three
years. The number one reason
to do an estate plan is to prevent
family disputes upon death. It's
probably one ofthe greatest legacies you can leave your family.
Many people assume that good
estate planning means doing

wills and trusts and other legal
documents. Although these are
valuable in many situations, not
everyone needs a trust. Everyone
does need a document locator
— a road map for your loved ones.
If something happens to you, your
loved ones should be able to pull
out a list to help them locate your
assets, locate your legal documents and know who your advisers have been.
When it comestoestate planning, everyone's goals should be
to make things as easy as possible
for the beneficiaries. That is why
it is important to keep a plan current. An estate plan that's out of
date may cause more problems
and aggravations than not having
a plan. Good luck!
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser.
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit
questions at moneymattersihometownlife.com. For more information, visit Rick's
Web site at www.bloomassetmanagement.com.

THINKING AB0UT...

Two Wayne-Westland students were among 90 high
schoolers awarded $500 college scholarships from the
Wayne County Vision Fund, a
non-profit organization started by Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano.
The fund has awarded nearly $300,000 in scholarships
to students who have at least a
3.0 grade-point average, have
submitted an essay and included recommendations from a
principal or counselor.
The scholarship winners,
chosen from 220 applicants,
are high school seniors from
across Wayne County with a
wide range of academic interests, including bio-medical
engineering, medicine, communications, business, law and
criminal justice.
Among the winners are
Fatimoh Oyedele of Inkster,
a senior at John Glenn High
School in Westland, and
Jimmy Kassis of Wayne, a
senior at Wayne Memorial
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All Flowering &
Greenery Items

Bridal Event!
,~

Includes Bushes, Stems,
Garlands, Wreaths,
Arrangements & Swags.
EXCLUDES CUSTOM DESIGNS
& POTTED TREES.

Realistic Fruit,
Vegetables,
Bread & Cheese

1,400°°

INCLUDES PICKS & SPRAYS

Rebate*
gibbon iy-the'HoH

Offer expires 6-30-10
*See dealer for details

CpfliS U p t o a ^ l j i i i
"

Federal tax credit

Up to a

$

M>«

Utility company
rebate

/VM

Visit Our Showroom!
Our 36th Year!

. 50 Off

[INQUIRE TODAY TO SEE IF YOUR HOME QUALIFIES! |
www.ErieMetaiRoofs.com

1-877-650-6464
email: rooflng@eriemetalroofs.com

30 Off

w

Framing
%

Painted
Wood Decor

U 'i\l\

-24 Hour Professional Staffing

-Planned Activities

-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free

-Beauty & Barber Shop

•3 Home Cooked Meals A Day

-On Call Nurse Practitioner

-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry

-Medication Management

-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

-Incontinence Management

L o c a t e d a t 8121 Lilley

between Joy & Warren Roads

Metal Sectional
Frame Kits

50 Off

Posters &
Matted Prints

IEATUPING
REVE.„ TAMIYA,
MAIS 10, CLASSIC
M E W . * MORS

INCLUDE N T . ! „ . . - .
LAMPS-A';.-! W A L S
SHADE C H A ^ s S C O F D

All Artist Canvas
• . i U O I N G PANELS,
* U S A N D STRETCHER BARS
ATURING
' • S T I R ' S T O U C H , FREDRIX,
.WAYS MULTI MEDIA & M O R 0

Wall Decor
INCLUDES MIRRORS. ART,
CLOCKS, SHELVES & MORE!
ap

30 Off
All Artist Kits

Leather Crafts
& Accessories

AH Stepping
Stone Kits,
Mosaics &
Accessories

25 % Off

25 % Off
O U R EVERYDAY L O W P R I C E

Entire Stock of

3-D Embellishment
Stickers

Scrapbooking Sub-Ons
FEATURING THE PAPER STUDIO*,
AMERICAN C R A F T S * M 0 R 8
OVER 100 T O CHOOSE FROM!

40* Off

%

Entire Stock of

FERSONAUZEUT!

rf|S

Photo Gifts\&
by the Paper Studio' \&J
GreatforFather's Day! W

Paper Trimmers

" A D D PHOTOS OR A R ! '
CHOOSE FROM ML.GS
S N O W GLOBES A N D MORE 1

r FEATURING FISKARS,
MAKING MEMORIES,
EK SUCCESS S MORE!

OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

=U

Jewelry Shoppe Base
Metal Jewelry Findings

i n Bloom" &
"Bead Design Co."
I Hair
Accessories

AH Art Brushes
& Brush Sets
FEATURING
MASTER'S T O U C H
WINSORS NEWTON,
GRUMBACHER
ROBERT SIMMONS 8 MORE'

30 Off

EXCLUDES
CRICUT MACHINES
a GYPSY.

Bags, Boxes,
Portfolios &
Cases

OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

Categories Shown

INCLUDES C U T T I N G MATS,
REPLACEMENT BLADES. T O O L KITS.
TOTES 8 MORE.

Art Storage -

Art Supplies

%

O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES

O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES

Cricut Cartridges
& Accessories

Logan® Mat
Cutters & Accessories
INCLUDES
C U T T I N G HATS

30 % O f f

OUR EVERYDAY
LOW 29.99

Entire Stock of

Entire Stock of

Metalware

INCLUDES SETS * INDIVIDUALS.
FEATURING GRAPHITE, WATERCOLOR,
COLORED, MUNGYO, PRISMACOLOR.
DERWENT,
"INTEL,
GENERAL'S
STORE! .

FOR MODELS, FIGURES
8 SPORTS BALLS

Scrapbooking

'- .*

Ail Artist Pencils
& Pastels

19.99

HUNDREDS TO CHOOSE FROM,
l INCLUDING UPETITES,
IDLER,
SOFT SPOKEN
& SEASONAL

Off
INCLUDES ITEMS WITH
DECORATIVE BEADED
ACCENTS.
EXCLUDES FURNITURE

Pioneer & imex
Display Cases

Crafting

Ci,RfcvERYDAYLOW PKtCE5

Decorative Lamps

Science Tech
Sock Tumbler

Categories Shown

30% Off

H § m t Accent

Decorative Pillows,
Tassels & Rugs

Plastic
Storage
Containers
FEATURING
STER'1ITE,AKR0, IRIS S H O R E !
INCLlJDESJEWaRY
DEPARTMENT

Shadow Box Frames,
Display Cases
& Flag Cases
All Woven Baskets,
Storage Baskets
& Hampers

30 % O f f
OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES

Categories Shown

Open Back
Readymade Frames

Plastic & Die Cast
Model Kits

INCLUDES OUR ENTIRE
SELECTION O f TABLE TOP AND
NOVELTY PHOTO FRAMES AS
WELL AS ALL WOODEN
PHOTO STORAGE

EXCLUDES CUSTOM MATS.

Unfinished
Wood

Prizes &
Premiums

INCLUDES EVERYDAY

Photo Frames

Categories Shown

An exceptional home-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,
Memory Impaired and Alzheimer's residents.

EVA Foam Visors,
Can Huggies, Shapes, Sheets,
Kits, Stickers and Buckets

%

j All 32"x40" Matboard
•
& Pre-Cut Mats

INCLUDES
EVERYDAY

Categories Shown

Decorations,
Crafts h Party-

% mW MIDDLEBELT * LIVONIA; "

Felt
Stickers
&
Shapes

VBS & Summer
Crafts

July 4th ..

UNITED TEMPERATURE

An Erie Metai R o o f i n g S y s t e m will provide
your home with unsurpassed " B e a u t y a n d
Lasting Protection"!

All "Carnival Craft" Products
& All Items
Tagged "Summer Crafts"

Garden
%

FREE ESTIMATES

A select number of homeowners in
W a y n e C o u n t y and the surrounding areas will
be given the opportunity to have a lifetime Erie
k Metal R o o f i n g S y s t e m installed on their home |
at a reasonable cost.
Qualified homeowners will receive attractive
pricing and have access to our special low
interest unsecured bank financing.
| A n Erie Metai R o o f will keep your home c o o l e r j
m t h e s u m m e r and warmer in the winter.

\

furniture

,. 40* Off

li0

Marbles, Gems,
Wverstdrtes,
ITSY-BEAD-SIES
& Danlers

INCLUDES ALL
RIBBON BY THE ROLL
IN OUR WEDDING,
SEASONAL,
FABRIC & FLORAL
DEPARTMENTS.
WWfflkWM

Select Group of

HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING"

W-'st'iiH

= v u i D B CUSTOM MADE
A F-JDNG ITEMS & RENTALS

-' t:.

$

WANTED

4

V

Receive up to a...

i www.unitedtemperatureservices.com i

/

Michigan University, Grand
Valley State, Ferris State,
Wayne State University and
Western Michigan University.
Kassis gets a lot of inspiration from his father who
passed away. Money has been
an issue ever since, he wrote in
his essay.
"I found odd jobs to earn
some money, which I saved
so I could use for college," he
wrote.
He knows what he wants
to do and seems determined
to do it. His ultimate goal is
to earn a four-year degree in
criminal justice and eventually
become an agent for the Drug
Enforcement Administration.
"To become a member of
this agency will take years of
hard work," Kassis said. "It's
because of my father's desire to
serve others that I want to go
into law enforcement."
Oyedele and Kassis received
their scholarships during
a ceremony April 21 at the
Atheneum Hotel in Detroit.
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High School in Wayne.
She said in her essay that she
Oyedele of Inkster has
does not want to burden her
earned a 3.9 grade point aver- two sisters who are both in colage and has been accepted
lege. "I would like to be able to
to Wayne State University,
support myself in college."
Kettering University,
Her mother told her the key
Michigan Tech University and to success is education. And
Michigan State University. A
her commitment to scholastics
member of the National Honor comes clearly through a letter
Society, she plans to study bio- from her chemistry teacher.
medical engineering.
"I have literally looked at
her and wondered where her
Her dreams are youthful
motivation comes from," said
and limitless.
Ms. Laidlaw. "Her capacity
"I want to become a biofor and interest in science
medical engineer," she wrote
in her essay, "because not only surpasses that of all other students I have had the pleasure
does it give a person with a
to teach."
disability a chance of a normal life, it is also bringing our
Kassis has earned a solid
wildest imagination to life."
3.86 grade point average while
remaining active in athletHer forward-looking and
energetic view for her future is ics, including captain of the
varsity football and wrestling
remarkable given the tragedy
that touched her and her fam- teams and running track,
too. Teachers, counselors and
ily. Fatimoh's father was shot
coaches describe Jimmy as
and killed six years ago and
a leader and a skilled athlete
just recently her mother was
with solid moral standards.
killed in a car accident. She
lives with her two sisters, a
He's been accepted to
niece and a family friend.
Adrian College, Central

Jewelry
Charms
FEATURING CHARM HE
(INCLUDING A BEAD STORY),
WATCH US * LAZY C A N Y O N
ONLY.
EXC.UDES STERLING SILVER.

ALSO INCLUDES "PLASTIC
BEADS" 8, "ACRYLIC BEADS"
BY CRAFTS, ETC!

INCLUDES JEWELRY
SHOPPE COLORS
EXCLUDES
STERLING SILVER.

Jtwiirf Haling
Categories Shown
%

50 Off

^ ^ Metal Gallery :
l i | | & Base Metal m
H Jewelry Beads , « ~
1 I EXCLUDES

#'T5
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Self-Sealing
Storage
Bags ™-M
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There will be more than 30 food and
craft vendors, mostly people with
disabilities, selling their products
and services. Vendors include
Dearborn Sausage, hand-popped
kettle corn, handcrafted arts, crafts
and jewelry, face painting, balloon
artists, games and prizes for kids,
Jimmy Buffet style music from Las
Vegas entertainer Ron Devon, classic music of the 1950s-1960s by DJ
Amateur radio
David Dewitt Taylor. There will also
Time/Date: 8 a.m. Saturday, June
be two pet adoption organizations
26, to 2 p.m. Sunday, June 27
- Waggin' Tails Dog Rescue and St.
Location: Maplewood Community
Julians Cat Adoptions - where kids
Center, 31735 Maplewood, west of
can get their pictures taken with
Merriman, Garden City
the animals.
Details: Interested in Ham Radio?
The Garden City Amateur Radio Club Contact: For more information,
will be operating several Amateur
visit the website at wwwxomlivserv.
Radio stations at the Maplewood
com.
Center as part of a national contest
Earth Angels
called Field Day. Come and learn
Details: Earth Angels, a children's
about amateur radio. Meet local
entertainment/ performance nonclub members and. Learn about
profit group composed of kids ages
Emergency Communications,
9-16 years old, is currently looking
license requirements and local
to fill spots. There's opening for
classes. You don't have to be an
girls ages 9 -11, with at least two
electronics whiz to be a ham, and
years
of dance experience, and
Morse code is no longer required.
boys, ages 9 -12 with no experience
Car show
needed just an interest in performTime/Date: noon-4 p.m. Saturday,
ing. The group delivers a high ener-.
June 12
gy show made up of choreographed
Location: Metro Place Mall, 35425
dance routines spiced with theatMichigan Ave West, Wayne
rics and lip-synching to the great .
Details: Friends of Community
Oldies music of the '50s and '60s as
Living Services will hold a Classic
well as some current fare.
Car Show fund-raiser to benefit
Contact: www.earthangelsont.our.
Community Living Services Inc., a
org or by e-mail to eangeil986@
non-profit organization that offers
comcast.net
services and supports to more
Higher Rock Cafe
than 3,000 children and adults
Time/date: 7:30 p.m. second and
with developmental disabilities
fourth Fridays of the month.
in Wayne county. This fund-raiser
Location: Wayne-Westland Salvation
will allow people to receive grants
Army, 2300 Venoy, south of Palmer,
that traditional Medicaid funding
Westland.
cannot cover. About 100 classic
Details: Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Live
bands perform beginning at 8 p.m.
cars will line the Metro Place Mall
Admission is free, however, a free will
parking lot. Classics such as the
offering will be taken to support the
"Monkee Mobile" from the 1960s
bands.show "The Monkees," ECTO-1 from
Contact: www.tsa.higherrockcafe.4t.
the hit movie, "Ghostbusters," and
com or call (734) 722-3660
a.replica of "To-Mater" from the
Disney/Pixar movie "Cars" will also
make an appearance. Other "classics" scheduled to appear the Gran Friends of Eloise
Torino from the TV show "Starsky
Time/date: 7 p.m. third Tuesday of
and Hutch," "Herbie the Love Bug"
the month (except July, August and
from the 1960s Disney movie and
December)
the Trans Am from "Smokey and
Location: Collins House in the
the Bandit" and "Knight Rider."
Westland Historic Village Park, 857
Listings for the Community Calendar
can be submitted by e-mail at smason@hometownlife.com. They also
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 615 W.
Lafayette - Second Level, Detroit, W
48226, or faxed to her attention at
fax at (313) 223-3318. For more information, call (313) 222-6751.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ORGANIZATIONS

TbE MECNCAI
MARIJUANA

N. Wayne Road between Marquette
and Cherry Hill, Westland.
Contact: Jo Johnson (734) 5223918

Writing Group
Time/date: 7 p.m. the second
Wednesday of every month
Location: Wayne Public Library,
3737 S.Wayne Road, Wayne
Details: The Story Circle Network
is made up of women who want
to explore their lives and souls
through life-writing, writing that
focuses on personal experience
through memoirs and autobiographies, in diaries, journals and
personal essays. Participants
should bring a notebook or laptop
computer to each meeting to spend
some time writing, and for those
who are comfortable doing so,
sharing their writing. Membership
in Story Circle's National Network is
optional. Participation in the group
is free.
Contact: www.storycircle.org or
send an e-mail to shepry@yahoo.
com

Toastmasters
Location: Westland Easytalkers
Toastmasters Club meets every
Thursday at 6:45 P.M. in the lower
level of the Bailey Recreation
Center, located behind the Westland
City Hall on Ford between Wayne
Road and Newburgh.
Details: Toastmasters provides
a supportive environment where
members can overcome the fear of
speaking in public. The membership
is a diverse group from different
walks of life.
Contact: For information,.call Bill
at (734) 306-3980 or Curt at (734)
525-8445.

TOPS 869
Time/date: Mondays, weigh-ins at
5:30 p.m., followed by the meeting
at 6:15 p.m.
Location: Adams Senior Village,
2001 Kaley Ave., south of Palmer,
Westland.
Details: The group is for people age
18 and older.
Contact: The group which meets on
Mondays is for people age 18 and
older.

Legion Post 251
Time/date: 7 p.m. first Tuesday of
the month
Location: 1217 Merriman Road,
between Avondale and Palmer,
Westland.
Details: All veterans, male and
female with a honorable discharge
are welcome to join.
Contact: www.post251.org or call

(734) 326-2607

CONIC

TOPS M128

!

Time/date: 7 p.m. Mondays
Location: Good Shepherd Reformed

PH: 734-667-5960 Fax; 734-667-5962
www.TheMedicaiMarijuanaCilnic.com
1115 S. Main St. Plymouth, M! 48170

|

Church, 6500 N. Wayne Road, at
Hunter, Westland
Contact: Pat Strong at (734) 3263539 or Mary Lowe at (734) 729-

zation of volunteers dedicated to
bettering the world one child and
one community at a time. Guests
and potential new members are
6879
always welcome.
Garden City Rotary
Garden City Denis
Time/date:
12 noon Thursdays
Time/date: 7 p.m. the fourth
Location:
Amantea
Restaurant,
Thursday of the month (September
32777
Warren
Road,
Garden City
through June)
Details: Community service planLocation: Room 5 of the Maplewood
ning, lunch and socializing are
Center, Maplewood west of
enjoyed.
Merriman, Garden City
Contact: Billy Pate at (734) 427Habitat for Humanity
2344
Details: The Western Wayne affiliate of Habitat for Humanity is seekCitizens for Peace
ing volunteers to help with building
Time/date: 7 p.m. on the second
homes, office duties and fundTuesday of each month
raising. No experience necessary.
Location: Unity of Livonia Church
Training will be provided.
on Five Mile, between Middlebelt
Contact: (734) 459-7744
and Inkster, Livonia
Details; The group is dedicated
Annapolis Retirees
to working for creation of a U.S.
Time/date: 1 p.m. the first Monday
Department of Peace. All are welof the month
come.
Location: Oakwood Hospital
Contact: Colleen Mills at (734) 425- Annapolis Center, Venoy at Howe in
0079
Wayne
Details: All Oakwood Retirees are
In Harmony
welcome to attend.
Time/date: 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays
Garden City Amateur Radio Club
Location: Kirk of Our Savior
Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry Time/date: 7 p.m. the third Tuesday
of the month
Hill, west of Wayne Road, Westland
Location: Maplewood Community
Details: For men interested in the
Center, Maplewood west of
chapter's Renaissance Chorus or
Merriman, Garden City
who enjoy quartering
Details: The club is open to people
Contact: call membership chairwho are interested in ham radio.
man Bob Wolf at (734) 421-1652, or
Contact: Ben (W8AAA) at (734)
attend a rehearsal
425-2629
Veteran's Haven
Location: Veteran Haven's Outreach Garden City Lions
Time/date: 7 p.m. the first and
Center 4924 S. Wayne Road two
blocks south of Annapolis in Wayne. third Tuesday of every month,
Location: Maplewood Community
Details: Veteran's Haven operates
a car, boat, camper and real estate- Center, Maplewood west of
Merriman, Garden City
donation program. Donations are
Contact:
Dave Fetter at (734) 425tax-deductible. Food is distributed
4382
to veterans once a month throughout the month and there is a
supplemental food program 9 a.m.
to noon Wednesdays.
Contact: (734) 728-0527

Silver Strings Dulcimer
Time/date: 7-9 p.m. the first and :
third Thursday of the month
Location: Good Hope Lutheran
Church, 28680 Cherry Hill, Garden
City
Details: Musicians and listeners
are welcome to stop by and visit
a traditional music jam. Acoustic
instruments include hammered and
mountain dulcimer, guitar, banjo,
fiddle, harmonica, concertina,
autoharp, recorder, pennywhistle,
ukulele and upright bass.
Contact: (734) 482-2902, http://
geocities.com/ssdsociety

Garden City Kiwanis
Time/date: 12:15 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Amantea Restaurant,
32777 Warren Road, Garden City
Details: Kiwanis is a global organi-

GC Garden CIUD

Ford west of Venoy, Garden City
Details: Meetings are open to combat-wounded veterans.

FOR SENIORS
Friendship Center
Location: 1119 N. Newburgh,
Westland
Details: The Senior Resources
Department (Friendship Center)
offers a variety of programs for
older adults.

Contact: (734) 722-7632, www.
ci.westland.mi.us

Dyer Center
Location: 36745 Marquette,
between Wayne Road and
Marquette, Westland
Details: Offers activities MondayFriday at the center.
Contact: (734) 419-2020

Senior Fitness
Location: Maplewood Senior Center,
Maplewood west of Merriman,
Garden City
Details: The Senior Fitness Room is
open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and noon
to 6 p.m. Sunday.'Annual membership is $50 per year or $1 for a daily
pass. Aerobic classes are held 8:459:45 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
Contact: (734) 793-1870

FOR YOUR HEALTH
Safe Place
Time/date: 7 p.m. Thursdays
Location; Fellowship Hall at
Merriman Road Baptist Church,
2055 Merriman, Garden City.
Details: A SAFE PLACE is based on
the Alcoholics for Christ program.
Contact: Russ Weathers at (734)
422-1995

Adult Day Services

Genealogical Society

Time/Date: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
weekdays
Location: 570 S Main St., Plymouth
Ml
Detail: A structured weekday alternative for adults in need of supervision. Program provides activities
and discussions to meet social,
recreational and personal needs
unique to dependent individuals
Contact: Laurie Krause at laurie.
iifecareadstgmail.com and (734)
956-2600

Time/date: 7:30 p.m. third Monday
of every month
Location: Livonia Civic Park Senior
Center on Farmington Road, south
of Five Mile
Details: Beginning genealogy and .
computer classes startat 6:30 p.m.
Guests are welcome.
Purple Heart
Time/date: 8 p.m. the third
Wednesday of the month
Location: VFW Post 7575 Hall, 33011

Time/date: 1-3 p.m. Second and
fourth Thursday of each month
Location: Merriman Road Baptist
Church, 2055 Merriman, just west of
Ford in Garden City
Details: The first meeting has a
speaker, the second meeting is
open to discuss living with our
fibromyalgia.
Contact: Lucy at (734) 462-1768,
www.MetroFibroGroup.com

Time/date: 7 p.m. on the third
Tuesday of the month
Location: Maplewood Community
Center, Maplewood west of
Merriman, Garden City
Details: Everyone may attend to
hear guest speakers on a variety of
gardening topics and plan events
around the city.
Contact: Delia Haydon at (734)
427-9410

Metro Fibromyalgia
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• Canton Animal Hospital
Our mission is to keep your pet happy, healthy,
and pain-free at affordable prices.
• Full Service Pet Hospital
m
» State of the Art Facility
F
¥'UTY!
• Medical, Surgical & Dental
• Emergency Care
« Orthopedic Specialist Available

Tom

(fractures, cruciate repair, bone plating, etc.)

• Grooming, Boarding & Day Care
50%

2
M-F8am-Mtdnight
Sat-Suri 9am-9pm

Low Examination Fee

§Z®L £ % £ £ Spay/Neuter &
JP / © V I f Dental Procedures

$

Open 7 Days: ^
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f

f O L l l I i Per Vaccine!
W
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Expires July 31,2010

CITY OF WESTLAND

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC
HEARING ON THE
PROPOSED 2010-11
BUDGET
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
June 21, 2010 at 6:45 o'clock in the
evening at 15125 Farmington Road,
Livonia, Michigan, the Board of
Education of the Livonia Public
Schools School District will hold a
public hearing to consider the
district's proposed 2010-11 budgets.
The Board may not adopt its
proposed 2010-11 budgets until after
the public hearing. A copy of the
proposed 2010-11 budgets including
the proposed property tax millage
rates is available for public inspection
during normal business hours at
15125 Farmington Road, Livonia,
Michigan.
The property tax millage rates
proposed to be levied to support
t h e proposed budgets will be a
subject of this hearing.
This notice is given by order to the
Board of Education.
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WALK-INS WELCOME
43439 Michigan Ave.
Canton, Ml 48188

734-3S7-7779
vww.CantonVets.com

Robert J. Freeman, Secretary
Publish: June 13 & 17, 2010
OE0S703474-2xS

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Westland, 36601
Ford Rd., Westland, Michigan 48185, on or before June 17.2010 at
11:00 a.m. for the following (no exceptions will be made for late
filings):
Underground Fuel Tank Inspections
Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained
from the Purchasing Office at 36601 Pord Road, Westland,
Michigan, 48185, or at www.cityofwestland.com. Please direct
questions pertaining to specifications to Kevin Buford, DPS
Director at (734) 467-3241. Proposals must be submitted by the
time stated above or they will be returned. The City of Westland
reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
Publish: June 13, 2010

OE0870343? 2X3
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announces the sponsorship of the
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Summer Food Service Program for Children.
Free meals will be made available to children 18 years of age and
under or persons up to age 26 who are enrolled in an educational
program for the mentally or physically disabled that is recognized
by a State or local public educational agency.
The meals will be provided without regard to race, color, national
origin, age, sex, or disability.
Meals will be provided at the sites listed below:
J<.:l'U'r>oii"!>.iiW»
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lunch Service will start June 21 through August 13, 2010
(no service week of July 5-9) at all sites.
Lunch service times will be 11:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday at all sites.

For more information, please call 734-419-2118.
in accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis or race, color, national
origin, sex, age or disability.

Si

To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office
of Civil rights, 1400 independence Ave, SW, Washington DC 202509410 or call (800) 795-3272 or (202) 720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an
i equal opportunity provider and employer.
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What is '1000 Journals?'
"1000 Journals" is an idea a San
Francisco-based artist named Someguy
came up with in 2000.
The basic, wild premise is this: send
1000 journals out into the world and let
people add to them in their own expressive ways. Once people finished their
entry, they pass it onto the next person
interested in adding to that particular
journal.
What came back (filling the 200 or
so pages) was an amalgam of journal
writing, poetry, painting, photography,
drawing and collage (or scrapbooking).
To see some of the many entries, visit
www.1000journals.com and browse any
number of the books.
In the spirit of this movie, the
Westland Public Library is hosting its
own Library Journals Project during its
Summer Reading Program. Adult and
teen patrons can check out a journal
for a week and add their own artistic
entries. These entries can be influenced
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by what other
people have
added, be an
extension of
what someone
else has done,
or it can be an
original work
or stream
of thoughts. The library is hoping to
fill each of the journals by the end of
the summer, so stop in starting June
12 to get your hands on one (If all are
checked out, your name will be added to
a sign-up list at the Reference Desk).
Also, come watch the movie "1000
Journals" with us at 7 p.m. June 28
to get a hang for what the Library
Journals Project can be. What you
add to the journals is really up to you
and your interests. If you are feeling stuck, librarians at the Westland
Public Library will.be glad to help you
find books on the various arts that
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can be included in this book.
To get more information about
Library Journal Project, visit the
Westland Public Library at 6123 Central
City Parkway or call the Reference Desk
at (734) 326-6123 to get your name on
the Journals' list. You can also find and
request books via the library catalog at
www.westlandlibrary.org under "Find
Books, Movies and Music."

Highlighted Activities
Blood Pressure and Glucose
Testing: 11 a.m. to noon June 16
Adult Book Discussion Group: 7
p.m.June15
Join us as we discuss "Infidel" by
Ayaan Hirsi Ali. Ayaan Hirsi Ali recounts
the evolution of her beliefs, her ironclad
will and her extraordinary resolve to
fight injustice done in the name of religion. In her early 20s, she escaped from
a forced marriage and sought asylum

AlhYou-Can-Eat Fish & Chips...

7:30'11 urn
Except Holidays

Youth Symphony Orchestra, 7 p.m., all
ages, Library Pavilion
• :
Join us for a magical concert of
classical favorites performed by the 30
plus member Livonia Youth Symphony
Orchestra. Limited seating (so bring a.
chair if you're late). For a complete list
of Summer Concert performers, stop by
the library or check out westiand'library.
•org
Friday Night Movie Cult Classics:
"Clash of the Titans"? p.m. June 18
Stop by the library every Friday
evening during the summer and enjoy
a Cult Classic. This week's movie is
"Clash of the Titans" (the original). By
answering a seemingly impossible
riddle, Perseus, the son of Zeus, wins

£
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the hand of the Princess Andromeda in
marriage. Trouble appears in the shape
of Calibos, the princess's former love,
and his mother, the Goddess Thetis.
In order that the dreaded Kraken not
be released, Andromeda has to be
sacrificed and Perseus searches for the
Medusa; her head is the only thing that
can stop the Kraken. Rated PG. This is .
an after-hours program. Library doors •»
open at 6:30 p.m.
Information Central was compiled by
reference librarian Andy Schuck. The
William P. Faust Public Library is at 6123
Central City Parkway, Westland. For
more information, call (734) 326-6123 or
go online to westlandlibrary.org.
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Dinner

only ,

only

Except Jumbo Shrimp, '
Steak Or Lamb Chops 5
includes choice of 2 I 1 includes choice of 2
includes t eggs,
sides; rice, potato, • I sides: rice, potato,
hash browns, bacon, vegetable, soup or salad; vegetable, soup or salad
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Summer Concert Ser P*.

V U T Food
T W U is
I»
Our
Homemade from
.M.^1..
MAT
scrateh..,NOT
reheated!

Includes soup or salad or cole slaw...NOW EVERYDAY!

Breakfast
Special

in the Netherlands, where she earned a
college degree in political science and
fought for the rights of Muslim immigrant women and the reform of Islam as
a member of Parliament. Copies will be
available at the Reference Desk. All are
welcome.
Documentary Movie Night: "Food,
Inc.," 7 p.m. June 16
Join us for a viewing of the documentary film "Food, Inc." For most
Americans/the ideal meal is fast, cheap,
and tasty. This film examines the costs
of putting value and convenience over
nutrition and environmental impact.
Video Game Open Play: 6-8 p.m.
June 17, ages 15-29
Come and play games like Super
Smash Bros. Brawl, Mario Kart, and
maybe even something old school. Also
at this event, you can sign up for our
summer video game tournament. No
sign up required for Open Play.

/^-°

i

.:i

sausage or ham,
toait a icily

465 Inhster Road • Garden City
1 B i o . * N. of Cherry Hill
Open M011. - Sut. 7:30 0'30pni « San. 7.3u-3:30

'Jis -/SJWJL- -i-j-. ^'hWSi,

I

.4?

UW*

•'esh Ground Beef

GROUND
SIRLOIN

.
ivir

'-amilyPask

"ViLtflB: Ssneless-'ISteakValuePack

4

7F^®& 1EEF TENDERLOIN ( H O r

3ife FILET

MIGNON

«*

;

r^f^

"«eless

raSSs SOfTEIFMr

PORK
> "« SHOPS

lesfi Ground Beef

IfROUND
SHOCK
smUyPack

^P , -\ CHICKEN * -

mmm

•S

*

•\\m IIGNON $ e t 9

'

BONE
SfEAIS
xji.
*.
y

Oreat
on the
theerill
Grill
'jreat on
*
.«!

\-?
\
r

X

v.i

fam

M

BBQHALF914
FRYER
1b
ECKRICH n/A
ALL MEAT C / 9
FRANKS
Regular or Bun Size 1 lb. Pkg.

»

Men
Ms >
Ever <
ami >

J f s RBS Citizens, N.A. Subject to approval Grwfi$enss s Debit Carrf Program: Minimum 10 eisgibie Kansactions in a nionSh to receive 10 cents per transaction. Earnings will bs reported to the IRS for income to purposes.
p E -r)A ' ?i sits Card Offer; Everyday Points'5, Program: $25 program mnml fee applies; may be -.vaivsd for recurring d*fait csrd payment. See1 a banker for details'. $50 charity match is based on at ieast one new account enmlimeni in
i '2010 to 6/25/2010. Rtfeid o^ Everyday Points is limitedfe)on? tirne per1 calendar yea? arid requires having m enrolied Ewryday Points credit csrd and cabi*. card. Cerssult your tax advisor for eligible tax donations. Charities
*e otany time. United time offer «vaS^e from 5/8/2G1Q to 6/25/2010 woy be wthdtawn v^hout rKs^ce.

Is*- -.

Boneless

A _ ^ f c . gh

&&k SIRLOIN $ 0 9
^ TIP ROAST w b

MO (WGc)

online at hometownlifexom

Observer & Eccentric I.Sunday, June 13,2010

T

W E S

L A N

I liUL'CL-:

1 -

7350 N. Middlebelt Rd. • Westland, Ml 48185* Phone: 734-793-102

Ann Arbor Trail

Also joining in the celebration are 200 S. Merriman Rd., Westland, Ml 48185
and 5866 Middlebelt Rd., Garden City, Ml 48135 Kroger Stores.
Prices Effective Monday, June 14 through, Sunday, June 20,2010.
Wv are proud to intioduce to the Westland Community your newly remodeled Krogvi
u.:
^ yQU a yreai beiecii0n of merchandise all under one roof for your convenience.
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View Kroger ads at www.kroger.com
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Participation fees SIDELINES
become the norm
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schools in the MHSAA membership with the survey generating a response rate of 62 perThe use of participation fees cent. This was the sixth survey
of schools since the 2003-04
to help fund interscholastic
school year, when members
athletics in Michigan high
reported that fees were being
schools has nearly doubled in
used in 24 percent of schools.
the past seven years.
In the last survey in 2007-08,
And during that same time
fees were being used at 43 perperiod, the fees paid have
cent of schools participating.
increased by more than 30
percent, according to surveys
The most popular method
taken by the Michigan High
of assessing participation fees
School Athletic Association of
continues to be a payment for
its member institutions.
each sport a youngster goes
That's according to a recently out for, used by 42 percent of
schools in 2009-10.
completed survey, which
indicates that of 475 member
A standardized annual fee
schools participating that
per student was used by 28 perresponded, 221 schools - 47
cent of schools in the past year.
percent - charged participation Both of these percentages have
fees during the 2009-10 school remained stable over the last
year.
Please see FEES, B4
There are 768 senior high
BYBRADEMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

All-Area Girls Trick
Churchill's Tiffany Raisanen (right) takes a handoff from teammate Bethany Pilat during an exchange in the
4 x 800-meter relay in a meet earlier this season. They were both members of the first-team Ail-Observer
3,200 relay team. See story on page B2.

Livonia's 'Good Sport'
Bob Griffin provided plenty for youth teams
Services were held at Saturday at Ward
Eyangelical Presbyterian Church in Northville
Township.
According to his son Ron, who played on
* If you needed a ball glove, a bat, hockey stick
or skates, or even a team sponsor, Robert "Bob" the University of Wisconsin's 1977 NCAA
Griffin was always there to lend a helping hand. Championship hockey team, Bob Griffin opened
The former Livonia businessman, who started up his sporting goods store,
his own sporting goods store, Griffin Sports,
located at Five Mile and Farmington roads,
from scratch. •
during the late 1960s, passed away earlier this
"He worked for 20 years at Kelsey-Hayes (Co.)
week at age 78.
He is survived by his wife Bev, along with four where they made wheels and then took a leave
children - Debbie (John) Steggles, Ron (Debbie),
Please see GRIFFIN, B4
Pam (Bill) Kelly and Sandy (Brian) Laird.
BYBRADEMOHS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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Livonia native Bob Griffin, who passed away last week at age 78, is pictured
with his wife Bev. Griffin ran a sporting good store and sponsored numerous
youth baseball and hockey teams.
.. .

BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Madonna University head
men's basketball coach Noel
Emenhiser announced last
week the signing of AllState guard Travis Schuba of
Kalkaska High School to an
NAIA letter-of-intent.
The Rapid City native

" COLLEGE HOOPS

Livonia resident Bobby Kromm (left), who became the first Red Wings coach to win the NHL's coveted
Jack Adams Award in 1977-78, holds the trophy with then team radio announcer Budd Lynch.

37-point improvement on their 16-win
format before losing to Scotty Bowman's
season with a runner-up finish in the
Montreal Canadiens, 4-1, in a best-ofNorris Division.
seven quarterfinal round.
Kromm coached the Wings two more
Detroit (32-34-14) earned its first trip
to the Stanley Cup Playoffs in eight years
Please see KROMM, B4
beating Atlanta, 2-0, in a best-of-three
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both
basketball and baseball at MU
starting this fall.
"We are very excited that
Travis has chosen Madonna
to continue his education and
basketball career," Emenhiser
said. "Travis is an outstanding
basketball player, and more
importantly, he is a p e a t person. His accomplishments as a
prep star speak for themselves
and his work ethic will help
translate that success to the
college game."
Schuba, whose older brother
Chuck played at WolverineHoosier Athletic Conference

NAIA individual runnerup medalist Brett Quitiquit
(Milford) of Madonna University
was recently named to the
PING and the Golf Coaches
Association of America 2010
NAIA All-North Region squad.
The junior captured the 2009'
Wolverine-Hoosier AthTefic" ""'
Conference individual championship as the Crusaders won
the WHAC championship for the
first time in program history. :
MU advanced to the 2010
NAIA National Championships
where Quitiquit shined, finishing second and earning a place
on the all-tournament team as ;
well as an invitation back to
next year's national championships.
The lone WHAC repre- . .
'sentative on any of the four . '•-•.
all-region teams, Quitiquit led •,
the Crusaders with a 75 stroke ,-,
per round average. He posted '.
seven top-five finishes as well •"
as 13 top-20 finishes during hissecond season as a Crusader. And for the second time
in his career, MU senior
Justin Taurence (Wyandotte ..
Roosevelt) was selected to the -NAIA Men's Golf Scholar Athlete
team for his work in the classroom.
One of the Crusaders'four
seniors, Taurence is a two-time- ,All-Academic WHAC honoree.
To be selected, a studentathlete must be nominated by t
each institution's head coach,
maintain a minimum grade
point average of 3.5 on a 4.0 •
scale and have achieved junior
academic status to qualify.

irad EmoBS. editor. (313) 222-£
&Mons#hoiMto«mlife.coni

Please see CRUSADERS, B3

Follow these 3 simple rules:
•• Get an annual check up. It's a smart thing to do for your future health.
• Establish a "relationship" with your doctor. The most effective physicians are those who
know you and your family history.
• See your doctor any time you have a health concern or unexplained symptoms.
To find a Providence primary care doctor call 866-501-DOCS. We'll give you information to
help you decide such as certification, education, location, hours, insurances accepted and
more. Call before noori for a same day appointment.
.
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"Jess plays with tremendous
enthusiasm with a deep desire
to win. She is going to be
another positive addition to our
volleyball family."
Others in the fold for MU this
fall or first-team All-Observer
middle hitter Emilie Freeman
(Lutheran Westland), Lauren
Mora (Grand Blanc)'and Miranda
Sectiler (Coldwater).
The Crusaders ended the )
2009 season ranked No. 22 in ;
the nation and return seven
letter winners off a team that
went 32-7.
Sill'i

Kromm remembered as coach, father Crusaders
add guard
to the mix

Bobby Kromm reached the pinnacle of
his pro coaching career when he became
the first Detroit Red Wings coach to
earn the NHL's coveted Jack Adams
Award in 1977-78.
Kromm, a Livonia resident, passed
away Tuesday at age 82 after a two-year
bout with colon cancer.
Kromm is survived by his wife
Geraldine, along with four children,
including son Richard, who played 10
seasons in the NHL for the Calgary
Flames and the New York Islanders,
along with a son David, and daughters
Robin (Habuda) and Michelle (Ewasek).
He also had eight grandchildren.
Visitation for Kromm will be from 2-8
p.m. Sunday at the Fred Wood Funeral
Home (Rice Chapel), 31600 Five Mile
Road, Livonia (east of Levan). Services
are scheduled for 11:30 a.m. Monday,
June 14, at the funeral home.
"As a parent, he was great with me,"
said Rich Kromm, who coached last
season for the Muskegon Lumberjacks
of the IHL. "Being a coach, obviously he
gave me a lot of advice, but he was never
at all pushy. He knew we played the
game because we loved it."
Kromm, a native of Calgary, Alberta,
coached the Red Wings for three seasons.
In 1977-78, he guided the Wings to a

Madonna University women's
volleyball coach Jerry Abraham
added his fourth recruit last
week for the 2010 season when
outside hitter Jess Martin of
Greenwood H.S. (Bowling Green,
Ky.), signed an NAIA letter-ofintent.
Martin, who now resides in
Howell, helped Greenwood to a
Kentucky state title in 2009 and
a regional crown in 2008.
"Jess is a quality all-around
student-athlete who excels both
on the court and in the classroom," Abraham said. "She is a
scholar student academically
with an excelient work ethic. As
a smart outside hitter she has
the ability to play both left and
right side for us with a variety.
of shot selection and the skills
to compete as a defender in the
back row.
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Area girls track performers showcase talent
2010 ALL-OBSERVES
GIRLS TRACKS FIELD TEAMS
- Shot put: 1. Chelsea Carradine, Sr.,
Redford Thurston; 2. Taylor Byron, Sr.,
Livonia Churchill; 3. fete Jordan, Soph,
North Farmirigton.
Discus: 1. tally Perkins, Sr., Garden
City; 2. Savannah Haig, Sr., Livonia
Franklin; 3. Lynn Nagengast. Sr.,
Farmington.
High jump: I Abbey Lovat, Jr.,
Farmington Hills Mercy; 2. (tie) Emilie
freeman, Sr., Lutheran Westland;
Senclair McDonnell, Soph., Churchill; 3.
Lindsay Lipa, Jr., Canton.
Long jump: I Aubrie Scott Jr.,
Westland John Glenn; I. BedaKnox,
Soph, Plymouth; 3. Leah Hetatman,
Soph., Churchill.
Pole wait: 1. teagan Engstrom,
Soph., Plymouth; 2. Jane McCurry, Fr.,
Plymouth; 3. Meghan Lark, Jr., Franklin.
100-meter hurdles: 1. Megan Yanik,
Sr„ Livonia ladywood; 2. Senneca Scott,
Sr, Franklin; 3. Karlyn Cassidy, Sr.,
Farmington Hills Harrison,
300 hurdles 1. Becky ftdamcheck,
Sr., Livonia Stevenson; 2. Bobbi
Beveridge, Sr., Garden City; 3. Altemetia
Martin, Sr„ Thurston.
100 dash: I Briana Nixon, Fr„
Thurston; 2. Ciara Fullilove, Fr., N. .
farmington; 3. Domonique Smith, Soph.,
Thurston.
200: f. Tier a Parker, Soph, Harrison;
Z. Madi Lewis, Fr„ Plymouth; 3. Sydney
Sterling, Fr., Farmington.
400:1, Cherie Gaines, Jr., I t
Farmington; 2, Josephine Zolynsly, Jr.,
Farmington; 3. Megan Kelly. Sr., Churchill.
800:1. Sara KrolLSr., Churchill; 2.
Megan VitaSe, Jr., Ladywood; 3. Raenael
Hide. Soph, Plymouth..
1,600: J. Gabby BeFiorio. Soph.,
• farmington; l. Kerrigan Riley, Fr,
Churchill; 3. Nicole Zehel, Sr„ Lutheran
Westland,
i
3,200:1. Megan McPherson, Jr.,
franklin; 2. Bethany Pilat, Soph., .
Churchill; 3. Bianca Kubicki. Jr., Canton.
400 relay: 1. Thurston (Sonya Burks,
Sr., Briana Nixon, Fr, Attameda Martin,
Sr., Domonique Smith, Soph.); 2. Harrison
( M i a Parker, Jr.; Karlyn Cassidy, Sr.;
talia Shuford, Jr.; Tiera Parker, Soph.);
3. North Farmington {Asha Freeman, Fr.;
Maleah West, Fr.; Alex White, Sr,; DeJenee
Berry, Jr.).
' .
800 relay: 1. Thurston (Sonya Burks,
Sr.: Briana Nixon, fr.; Ariele Karris, Fr.;
Domonique Smith, Soph.); 2. North
farmington .(Cherie Gaines, Jr.: Ciara
Fultiiove, Fr, Alex White, Sr.; OeJenee
Berry, Jr.); 3. John Glenn (E'Aijsha Guster,
Jr.; Kayla Jones, Fr.; Stephany Brown,
Soph,; Aubrie Scott, Jr.),
1,600 relay: 1. Ladywood (Teresa
Wojnarowski, Jr.; Shannon Scarlett,
Jr.; Megan Vitale, Jr.; Megan Vanik,
Sr.); 2. Farmlngtoh (Gabby DeFiorio,
Soph.; Jacquelyne Zolyrtsky, Jr.; Sydney
Sterling, Fr,; Josephine Zolynsky,-Jr.);
3, Plymouth (Madi Lewis, Fr.; Carissa
Btittermore, Jr.; Becka Knox, Soph.;
Rachael Hille, Soph,),
3,200 relay: LChui chill (Tiffany
Raisanen, Sr.; Bethany Pilat, Soph.;
Kerrigan Riley, Fr.; Sara Kroll, Sr.); 2.
Farmington (Gabby DeFiorio, Soph,;
Olivia Salinas, Soph.; Lydia MacklinCamel, Sr.; Josephine Zolymky.Jr.); X
Mercy {Heather Smith, Soph.; Katie Ciark,
Sr.; Lindsey Tartagiia, Soph.; Jaclyn
Godwin, Fr.).
COACH OF THEYEAR
Pat Daugherty, Churchill

FIRST-TEAM INDIVIDUALS
Chelsea Carradine, Sr., Red.
Thurston (shot put): One of the
finest track performers to ever compete at Thurston, Carradine again
displayed grit and determination
in earning her fourth consecutive
opportunity to line up against the
state's elite. Battling through injuries to her hamstring and shoulder
during much of the 2010 campaign,
Carradine was able to claim her
fourth straight regional crown in
the shot put. Those injuries, however, were too much to overcome at
the state meet and prevented her
from placing.
"Chelsea finished third last year
in the Division 2 finals, but was
hampered by shoulder and hamstring injuries this year," Thurston
coach Al Chambo said. "She wasn't
able to compete in the running
events, but she was able to dominate in the shot put. Her quiet leadership by example will be missed."

i

ics her whole life, and she's a very
coachable athlete. You tell her
something and she has the ability
to take the spoken words and put
them into action."

A-B Division champion in both
events. She broke a 26-year-old
record in the 300 hurdles (45.02) at
the Catholic League meet.
"We gave her our MVP,"
Aubrie Scott, Jr., Westland
Ladywood coach Alice Ahearn said.
6lenn (long jump): The junior was
"She scored most of the points and
Division 1 regional champion with a was the reason why we finished
Chelsea Carradine
fourth in the state (Division 2).
season-best 17-0.5 inches.
Thurston
Scott was also undefeated in
"She epitomizes one my favorite
dual meets and was Kensington
sayings: 'Spectacular things hapConference long jump champion
pen with unspectacular prepara- ,
(16-9).
tion.' She works a lot year-around.
She works very hard and is very
"Aubrie was a huge part of our
focused."
team this season," Glenn coach
James Pitzgerald said. "After qualiBecky Adamcheck, Sr., Liv.
fying for the state meet in three
Stevenson (300 hurdles):
events as a sophomore, Aubrie was The senior, headed to DePaul
excited for a great junior year. Her
University, moved up seven places
best event is the long jump in which from her heat to finish fourth in
she had the furthest jump at every
Division 1 in the 300 hurdles with a
meet we attended this season."
school-record timeof 45.4.
Scott also excelled in the sprints
The two-year captain and top
and sprint relays. She clocked a 12.7 point-getter was also Public Schools Aubrie Scott
in the 100 and a 26.8 in the 200.
of Livonia, Kensington Conference
She was Kensington Conference
and regional champ in the 300 hur- John Glenn

champ in the 100 and helped the
Cally Perkins, Sr., Garden City
Rockets to a first in the 4 x 200 and
(discus): The Cougar senior concluded her second varsity campaign a second in the 4 x 100.
"Aubrie hopes to improve on this
by earning a spot in the state finals.
mark as well as her sprints as she
Consistently throwing the discus
anywhere between 99 and 102 feet, prepares for her senior season,"
Fitzgerald said.
Perkins acquired a new disc prior
Reagan Engstrom, Soph.,
to the finals and promptly went on
and improved on her mark by some Plymouth (pole vault): The sophomore missed the first four weeks of
10 feet. Perkins' school-record toss
the season due to an ankle injury,
of 112 feet at the finals placed her
but then made up for lost time in a
12th overall.
big way.
"She really wanted that school
Engstrom took first place at the
record," Garden City coach Kris
Division 1 regional with a mark of
Barrett said. "She really worked
9-feet, 8-inches. She then vaulted
hard and was determined to get
10-9 in the prelims of the state final
it. We were waiting a long time for
in Rockford, which established
that new disc to come in, but when
Plymouth High and Plymouthit did, Cally practiced with it and ,
Canton Educational Park records.
went out and threw her best at the
"Reagan is an athlete that makes
state meet."
coaching easy," said Plymouth
Abbey Lovat, Jr., Farm. Hills
coach Ricky Styes, who noted that
Mercy (high jump): Lovat was
"the sky is the limit" for Engstrom
all-state again in the high jump,
during the next two years, considerplacing seventh in Division 1. She
won the event at the Jackson Invite ing her abundant talent, work ethic
and Catholic League meet, and she and leadership skills.
was the regional runner-up. Lovat
"We are confident that she will be
also excelled in the long jump and
one of the elite vaulters in the state
throwing events, and she was the
these next two years," Styes added.
Field Athlete of Meet at the River
"Being a captain this year, her work
Rat Invite. The two-time team
ethic became contagious within our
MVP scored 198 points this year,
vaulters, as well as the rest of the
which is the school's third-best, sin- team."
gle-season total since Gary Servais
Megan Yanik, Sr., Liv. Ladywood
became the coach in 1988.
(100 hurdles): The senior, bound for
"Her work ethic was good for
Notre-Dame, enjoyed the most pro- •
everybody to see," Servais said. "She ductive state meet of any area athworked hard every day. She came
lete capturing the Division 2 state
to practice one day when she didn't titles in the 100 hurdles (14.75) and .
have to come. That's the kind of kid 300 hurdles (43.85), both school
she is.
records.
"A lot of (her success) has to do
Yanik, the class valedictorian was
with the fact she's been in athletalso regional and Catholic League

dles. She also helped the Spartans
break the school record in the 1,600
V*
relay.
"Becky has been one of the toughest competitors I have coached,"
Stevenson coach Kelly Graham
said. "Watching her come into our
program her freshman year and
have the success she had back then
to where she finished out her high
school career as an All-State athlete
and a school record holder in two
events is amazing."
The two-time MVP also earned
Becky Adamcheck
Stevenson's prestigious Gabe
Stevenson
Award.
"I am thankful that I had the
opportunity to watch and see her
success running track and am very
excited to see her continue the track
path in college and rise to the new
challenges that await her," Graham
said. "She leaves a huge space to fill
for any Stevenson athlete to fill next
year and years to follow."
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Brianna Nixon, Fr., Red. Thurston
(100 dash): This Eagle freshman
left opponents shaking their heads
at her ability to blaze a trail to the
finish line in various sprint events.
Participating in her first state
final, Nixon was able to rack up a
third-place finish in the 100-meter
dash with a time of 12.55 and took
seventh in the 200 with a schoolrecord clocking of 25.83. She also
was a part of the 4x100 and 4x200
relay contingents that registered
top 10 finishes at the state meet.
"Brianna has natural speed and
she will get better," Chambo said.
"She is very focused, especially for
a ninth grader. She is an athlete
that has accomplished so much in
her first year that the bar has been
raised to new heights and it is difficult to guess how good she will be
in the next three years."

Tiera Parker, Soph., Farm.

•ST**

#*

Harrison (200): Parker set a school
record of 25.4 seconds in the 200
dash, surpassing Devron Kennedy's
time of 25.8. Parker was second in
the West Bloomfield regional and
went to state. She was eighth in
the 100 dash at the state meet with
a 12.88 time, and she shares the
school record (12.1) in that event
with Kristen Hardy. Parker is the
city champ in the 100 and 200, and
she anchored the winning 400 relay
. team. She also won the 100 at the
Muskrat Relays in Algonac.
"She had a terrific season," coach
Mark Babcock said. "I can't say
enough good things about Tiera.
She's very coachable and very talented, and she's just a great individual.
"She very humble, soft-spoken
and*easy going, but she's terrific out
there on the track. You can put her
anywhere and she'll do well. It's a
privilege to have her on the team.
She's only a sophomore; she's going
to get better."

Cherie Gaines
N. Farmington

Sara Kroll
Churchill

Gabby DeFiorio
Farmington

Megan McPherson
Franklin

Sonya Burks
Thurston
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Thurston
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Thurston
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Ladywood
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SUMMER MATH AND
COMPUTER SCIENCE COURSES
Get ahead In class and sharpen your analytical skills
this summer by enrolling in Madonna University's
six-week Summer Math and Computer Science
institute. Designed with high school sophomores
and juniors in mind, the Institute offers a calculus
and a Web design class. Students can earn a total of
eight credits through the program. Both classes are
being offered for a total of $300.
For more information, or to
receive an application, please
call or e-mail Isaac St John at
734-432-5795 or

MADONNA
UNIVERSITY

ist|ohn@madonna.edu

icraft Road • Livonia, Ml 48150

lonna.edu

(400): Gaines finished eighth in
the state with an area-best time of
57.92 seconds for the 400 meters.
Tiffany Raisanen
Her time is a school record, better- Shannon Scarlett
Megan Vitale
ing Heather Burcar's 1993 time of
Churchill
Ladywood
Ladywood
58.4. Gaines also ran the secondfastest time (25.9) in school history
in the 200. The team MVP helped
set a another record of 1:45.6 in the
800 relay and was part of the fastest 1,600 foursome.
"Cherie has a great disposi; \
tion," coach Bill Pinnell said. "She's
always smiling and having fun. She
definitely makes your day coaching;
r"!
she'll make you laugh.
"She's coming around and I think
she can see she has loads of talent,
and she wants to continue running
in college. She doesn't beg off anyKerrigan Riley
Bethany Pilat
Pat Daugherty
thing. She's not going to ask, 'Do I
Churchill
have to run this, or do I have to run Churchill
Churchill coach
that?' That's what you want to see
in your top athletes, that they're
Division champion in the 1,600
both her sophomore and junior
willing to step up and do it."
and 3,200 runs, and she was the
years.
Sara Kroll, Sr., Liv. Churchill
The four-year varsity award win- runner-up in the 800. She won the
(800): The senior was regional
1,600,800 and 3,200 races in the
ner was undefeated in dual meets
champ in the 800 and 1,600 runs,
city meet.
the past two seasons and qualialong with being a part of the
"Gabby displays equal measures
first-place 3,200 relay quartet that fied last year for the Foot Locker
National Championships in cross
of dedication and care toward her
placed at the Division 1 state meet
country.
sport as well as her teammates,"
(sixth).
"She's as great leader by example coach Chip Bridges said. "Her sucKroll, bound for Michigan State,
cess is well deserved and, hopefully,
and has really dedicated herself to
was also Kensington Conference
just beginning."
being the best runner she can be
champion in all three events.
over the three years I have coached
"She made great strides this year,
She holds school records in the
her," Daugherty said. "Churchill
and she'll be even better next year.
800 (2:13.2), 1,600 (4:54.25) and
track and field will miss her greatly. I really believe she can get better,
3,200 (10:50.32) - all set this seaShe's my favorite runner and the
significantly better."
son..
Megan'McPherson, Jr., Liv.
"Sara is the most dominating dis- one athlete I am the most proud of."
Franklin (3,200): The junior posted
Gabby DeFiorio, Soph.,
tance runner in area and one of the
a fifth-place finish in the Division
top runners in the state," Churchill Farmington (1,600): DeFiorio was
1 state finals with a school-record
10th in the state with a schoolcoach Pat Daugherty said. "She's
time of 10:53.84.
record time of 5:11.5, breaking
the best runner I have ever worked
Janelle Lindman's record of 5:15.7. • "Her state meet performance
wifh, and the most talented and
is one of my proudest moments
hardest working athlete that I have She was second in the regional to
state champ Megan Goethals.
ever known."
Please see ALL-AREA, B3
DeFiorio is the OAA White
Kroll was All-Stater in the 800
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• FINAL GIRLS TRACK LISTING
SHOT PUT
Chelsea Carradine (Thurston) 38-4,5
Taylor Byron (Churchill) 37-9
Lynn Nagengast (Farmington) 36-1,5.
Trisha Jordan (N, Farmington) 35-1.25
Savannah Haig (Franklin) 34-2
Abbev Lovat (Mercy) 33-11.5
Mahogany Miller (Churchill) 33-9
Maggjnese Holliday (Thurston) 34-3
Andrea Gordon-McClain (Glenn) 33-2
Kelsey Pizana (Mercy) 33-1
DISCUS
• Cally Perkins (Garden City) 112-0
Savannah Haig (Franklin) 111-10
Lynn Nagengast (Farmington) 111-7
Teresa Wojnarowski (Ladywood) 110-6
• Chelsea Carradine (Thurston) 108-6
Alyssa Shirkey (Luth. Westland) 103-0
Abbey Lovat (Mercy) 100-7
KeMi Hagopian (Mercy) 100-3
Kayla Branton (Stevenson)100-0 ~
Christine Maleske (Churchill) 100-0,
HIGH JUMP
Abbey Lovat (Mercy) 5-4
Lindsay Lipa (Canton) 5-2 Senclair McDonnell (Churchill) 5-2
Emilie Freeman (Luth. Westland) 5-2
Ashley Cochran (Churchill) 5-2 ' •
Timme Mackie (Mercy) 5-2
Bridget Koessler (Stevenson) 5-1
Lisa Hollaway (Franklin) 5-0
Bobbi Beveridge (Garden City) 5-0
Lynn Nagengast (Farmington) 5-0
Micah Ernst (Mercy) 5-0
LONG JUMP
Aubrie Scott (John Glenn) 17-0.5
Abbey Lovat (Mercy) 16-5.5
Becka Knox (Plymouth) 16-1.5
Leah Heinzelman (Churchill) 15-10
Jen Mueller (Franklin) 15-9.5
Lexi Baker (Farmington).15-8.5
Natalie Modes (Franklin) 15-8
Kristina Klusek (Salem) 15-7.25
Altemecia Martin (Thurston) 15-7
Delia Uke (Mercy) 15-7
POLE VAULT
Reagan Engstrom (Plymouth) 10-9
Jane McCurry (Plymouth) 10-0
Meghan Lark (Franklin) 9-6
Megan Paruta (Salem) 9-4
Alex Kitz (Stevenson) 9-4
Lindsey Kreutzman (Churchill) 9-0
Emily Wolf (Stevenson) 8-8
Sally Tomala (Churchill) 8-6
Kara Bongiovani (Canton) 8-6
Lindsey Russell (Plymouth) 8-6

ALL-AREA
FROM PAGE BE
in coaching," Franklin's Dave
Bjorklund said, "Megan is our
hardest worker, and after getting
knocked down last year in the
3,200 run at the state meet, she
was bound and determined to do
well this year, and her hard work
paid off."
McPherson was regional champ
in the 3,200 (11:11.7) and runner-up in the 1,600 (5:07.4). She .
added a Kensington Conference
title in the 3,200.
McPherson holds school
records in the 800 (2:22.8), 1,600
(5:06.93) and 3,200 (10:53.84).
"We relied on her all year to
score well for us in dual meets as
well as in big meets," Bjorklund
said. "She is a great kid who gets
good grades and has a bright
future ahead of her. I can't wait to
see what she can do next season."

FIRST-TEAM RELAYS
Thurston, 400 (Sonja Burks,
Sr.; Brlanna Nixon, Fr.; Altemecia
Martin, Sr.; Domonique Smith,
Soph.): This Eagle relay culminated an outstanding season of
competition by placing fourth at
the Division I state finals with a
time of 48.85. With Burks leading off, opponents were often in
quick pursuit with little hope of
gaining ground on teammates
Br'ianna Nixon, Altemecia Martin
or Domonique Smith.
"They were both regional and
division champions," Chambo
said. "Sonya had the right mentality to run the lead-off leg. She
wanted to be the one to start
and put the relay team in front,
was excellent out of the blocks
and strong into the curve. And
Domonique had the incredible
ability to accelerate and was nearly flawless in her technique. She
handles pressure exceptionally
well and rises to the occasion to be
the first one to finish the race."

Thurston, 800 (Sonja Burks, Sr.;
Brianna Nixon, Fr.; Ariele Harris,
Fr.,; Domonique Smith, Soph.):
With two freshmen, a sophomore
and one senior comprising the
unit, this Eagle contingent was
able to culminate an outstanding
.year of competition by racing to a
school-record 1:44.19 showing at
the state meet. The performance
was good for 10th,overall.
"They did their absolute best,"
Chambo said. "Ariele is the only
different one in there from the 4 x
100 and is the perfect complement
to the rest of the relay team. We
are excited to think she still has
three more years and she will continue to be an integral part to.the
relays and :hc team."
Ladywood, 1,600 (Teresa
Wojnarowski, Jr.; Shannon
Scarlett, Sr.; Megan Vitale, Jr.;
Megan Yanik, Sr.): T h i s foursome

100-METER HURDLES
Megan Yanik (Ladywood) 14.75
Madi Lewis (Plymouth) 15.41
Senneca Scott (Franklin) 15.7
Karlyn Cassidy (Harrison) 15.7
Altemeica Martin (Thurston) 16.1
Whitney Fields (Harrison) 16.3
Jen Mueller (Franklin) 16.4
DeJenee Berry (N. Farmington) 16.8
Sheridan Cassidy (Harrison) 17.0
Sierra Resovsky (Farmington) 17.1
Jamie Coleman (Harrison) 17.1
300 HURDLES
Megan Yanik (Ladywood) 43.85
Becky Adamcheck (Stevenson) 45.87
Karfyn Cassidy (Harrison) 48.1
Senneca Scott (Franklin) 48.3
Bobbi Beveridge (Garden City) 48.6
Altemecia Martin (Thurston) 49.04
Jamie Coleman (Harrison) 49.1 •
Whitney Fields (Harrison.) 50.0
Teresa Wojnarowski (Ladywood) 50.43
Sierra Resovsky (Farmington) 51,3
100 DASH
Tiera Parker (Harrison) 12.1
Briana Nixon (Thurston) 12,53
Ciara Fullilove (N. Farmington) 12.6'

. Domonique Smith (Thurston) 12.69
Aubrie Scott (John Glenn) 12.7
Leah Heinzelman (Churchill) 12.8
Cydny Henry (Mercy) 12.9
E'Aijsha Guster (John Glenn) 12.9
Asha Freeman (N. Farmington) 13.0
Brandy Jackson (John Glenn) 13.0
200
Tiera Parker (Harrison) 25.4
Briana Nixon (Thurston) 25.55
Madi Lewis (Plymouth) 25.7

Cherie Gaines (N. Farmington) 25.9
Ciara Fullilove (N. Farmington) 26.4
Sydney Sterling (Farmington) 26.5
Jakia Parker (Harrison) 26.7
Aubrie Scott (John Glenn! 26.8
Jessica Soblesky (Ply. Christian) 27.1
Sonya Burks (Thurston) 27.1 .
400
Cherie Gaines (N. Farmington) 57.92
Becky Adamcheck (Stevenson) 59.7
Josephine Zolynsky (Farmington) 1:00.6
Sara Kroll (Churchill) 1:01.2
Stephany Brown (John Glenn) 1:01.26
Megan Kelly (Churchill) 1:01.3
Beth Swanberg (Canton) 1:01.6
.Katie Clark (Mercy) 1:02.1
Krystal Whitlow (Garden City) 1:02.1
Becka Knox (Plymouth) 1:02.1
800

placed runner-up in Division „
2 with a school-record time of
4:00.98.
They were also Catholic League
A-B Division champs (schoolrecord 4:01.33), breaking a 34year-old mark.
"I told them that record had
been standing at Ladywood for a
long time," Ahearn said. "They got
close to it last year, and were very
motivated to do it this year."
Yanik was the anchor, while
Vitale, a junior, ranked second in
the area (2:19.6) and was Catholic
League champ in the 800.
Wojnarowski, also a junior,
displayed her versatility by posting a first in the discus in the
Catholic League and was third at
the regional. Her best throw of the
season was 110-6.
Scarlett, however, was the missing link.
"This is Shannon's first year of
track and I convinced her to come
out after cross country season,"
Ahearn said of the. senior. "She's
a big reason why we broke the
record. She went from a 63-second
quarter (mile) to a 60 the night of
the Catholic League (meet). That
brought us to first place and we
never looked back. She solidified
our relay team."

Churchill, 3,200 (Tiffany
Raisanen, Sr.; Bethany Piiat,
Soph,; Kerrigan Riley, Fr.; Sara
Kroll, Sr.): This q u a r t e t peaked
at the Division 1 state finals in
Rockford with a sixth-place finish posting a school-record time
of 9:18.98, almost eight seconds
faster t h a n their school-record
effort of 9:27.19 in the KLAA
Association meet. .
They were also regional cham-

Sara Kroll (Churchill) 2:13.2
Megan Vifale (Ladywood) 2:19.6 .
Rachael Hille (Plymouth) 2:20.9.'Megan McPherson (Franklin) 2:22.8
Tiffany Raisanen (Churchill) 2:25.4
Gabby DeFlorio (Farmington) 2:25.5
Olivia Salinas (Farmington) 2:26.0 .
Nicole Zehel (Luth. Westland) 2:26.2
Katie Clark (Mercy) 2:26.3

Bethany Piiat (Churchill) 2:26.95
1,600
Sara Kroll (Churchill) 4:54.25
Megan McPherson (Franklin) 5:06.93
Gabby DeFlorio (Farmington) 5:11.5
Kerrigan Riley (Churchill) 5:12.2
Nicole Zehel (Luth. Westland) 5:16.69
Bethany Piiat (Churchill) 5:22.93
Heather Smith (Mercy) 5:28.6
Paula Green (Plymouth) 5:32.0
Meredith Houska (Ladywood) 5:36.8
Angela Wright (N. Farmington) 5:37.0
3,200
Sara Kroll (Churchill) 10:50.32,
Megan McPherson (Franklin) 10:53.84
Kerrigan Riley (Churchill) 11:22.7
Bethany Piiat (Churchill) 11:27.4
Bianca Kubicki (Canton) 11:31.1
Meredith Houska (Ladywood) 11:50.5
Angela Wright (N. Farmington) 11:51.1
Gabby DeFlorio (Farmington) 11:55,4
Heather Smith (Mercy) 11:59.7
Victoria Tripp (Salem) 12:11.33
400 RELAY
Redford Thurston 48.85
Farmington Harrison 50.1
North Farmington 50.73
Westland John Glenn 50.8
Wayne Memorial 51.3
800 RELAY
Redford Thurston 1:44.19
North Farmington 1:45.6
Farmington Harrison 1:46.2
Westland John Glenn 1:47.5
Plymouth 1:48.2
1,600 RELAY
Livonia Ladywood 4:00.98
• Farmington 4:02,0

Up to the Challenge
The 11-and-under Livonia Travel baseball team recently captured the Hartland Challenge, rallying from an
8-3 fifth-inning deficit to win the chmpionship game over the Downriver Knights, 9-8, as Kolby Dewhirst
drove home Nate Leach with the winning run. Members of Livonia Travel include (bottom row, from left): Joe
Wozniak, Nick Cotter, Alex Walkuski, Kolby Dewhirst, John Doyle; (middle row, from left) Connor Reinhart,
Nate Leach, Jack Summers, Dan Bos, Tyler Denski, Mark Pettersson, Kent Katsuda; (top row, from left)
manager Paul Reinhart and coaches Mike Wozniak and Brian Dewhirst.

CRUSADERS

Plymouth 4:02.8 -

Livonia Stevenson 4:04.87

(292).
On the diamond, Schuba, earned AllConference, All-Region and All-State honors as
a junior. This spring as a senior, he helped lift
the Blazers to the Lake Michigan Conference
title.
;
Schuba becomes Emenhiser's fourth signee .
joining first-team All-Observer guard Bobby
Naubert (Livonia Stevenson), Matt Jenkins
(Plymouth/Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard) and
Class C All-Stater Derek Lennen (Schoolcraft
H.S.).
The Crusaders are coming off a 7-23 season .
in 2009-10 and a 4-10 mark in the WHAC during Emenhiser's first full season as head coach.

FROM PA6E B1

Livonia Churchill 4:05.58

3,200 RELAY
Livonia Churchill 9:18.89 .
Farmington 9:52.0
Farmington Hills Mercy 10:00.0
Livonia Franklin 10:07.2 . •
• North Farmington 10:17.5

pions.
Riley (1,600) and Piiat (3,200),
both state qualifiers in the 3,200,
were second-team All-Observer
individual event selections, while
Raisanen ranked fifth in the area
in the 800 (2:25.4).

rival Aquinas College, is an honor roll member
and is ranked 16th in Ms class at Kalkaska.
A two-time All-Lake Michigan Conference,
All-Region and All-State selection, Schuba
holds the Kalkaska career scoring record with
1,520 points in addition to holding the singlegame mark of 43 points.
This season he averaged 29 points per game,
while setting school records for made threepointers in a game (10), season (88) and career

COACH OF THE YEAR
Pat Daugherty, Churchill: T h e
third-year coach guided the
Chargers to Public Schools of
Livonia, KLAA South Division
"(5-0 dual record), Kensington
Conference and Division 1-Region '
5 championships.
The girls track team at
Churchill has two things going
for it," Daugherty said. "First, we
have girl athletes who are very
talented, extremely competitive
and dedicated hard workers.
"And secondly, a coaching
staff made up of John Filiatraut,
Angie Krolikowski, Al Smith and
Vern Williams, who are great
teachers and motivators. This has
been our secret to our success
this year."
Churchill also boasted seven
state qualifiers and five All-State
performers.
"Each year we set team goals
and for the first time since I have
become the head coach we reached
every one," Daugherty said. "We
had any outstanding freshman
class this year, nine of which
earned varsity letters. We also had
a great senior class led by the best
distance runner in the area, Sara
Kroll, and All-State thrower Taylor
Byron, and several sophomores and
juniors had very special seasons for
our team. I am very proud of all our
athletes and coaches who helped
create this season - my absolute
favorite as a coach."
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SUES ® SER1CE « BEFA1H
We Sell, Install, Service & Repair
All Brands & Models!
Quality Products, Dependable,
Fast Service You Can Trust!

| |

• EAST: yUL/l'MSH/y

* Ostium: '•JVJ.'JTI.WJD

* DOWNRIVER: ~]M.T£\
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SALES » SERVICE *HiPA!S

SALES • 1STALLATM ® SER10E

* Install with the Same
Quality Products
8
Dependable, Fast Service
• Reasonable Prices You Have
Gome to Trust

»Natural Gas Powered
® Fiilly Automatic
• Whole House
• Stand By

k

S

• Service Changes & Upgrades • Rewiring
9
Outlets Added ° Ground Fault Interrupt Outlets
• Edison's Low Rate Meter • Breakers Installed
• Install Ceiling Fans, Light Fixtures, Stove Hoods
»Violations Corrected • Wiring Furnaces, Hot Water
Heaters, Air Conditioning, Hot Tubs & Appliances
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ing a limit in 2004-05 to 46 percent in 2007-08
and back down to "43 percent in 2009-10.
FROM PASE Bl
Other data from the survey in 2009-10 shows
that 68 percent of schools with participation fees
i
have some kind of fee reduction or waiver program
five surveys.
• '•
in place based on existing programs for subsidized
Since the fall 2003 survey, the median cost per
lunch
and milk; that 14 percent of schools using
sport
has
increased
from
$50
in
2003-04
to
$70
-"S
fees report a drop in participation; and that less
in 2009-10 - a 40 percent increase. In that same
• i
than one percent of schools report losing students
time span, the standardized annual fee for a stuto other school districts because they are charging
dent-athlete has increased from $75 to $100 - a
fees.
33 percent increase.
The fee waiver number is up from 60 percent in
Next school calendar year, the Livonia Public
2003-04; and the number of.students transferring
Schools will charge high school athletes a oneout has been in the one to three percent range over
time fee of $300, which can be used for all three
•**!
the course of the six surveys.
sports seasons (fall, winter and spring). It's been
$200 the past two years. It was $100 priortothat.
Five percent of schools not assessing fees
responding to the survey in 2009-10 report trans"I've heard one parent tell me that if they're
fers to their districts because of the absence of fees.
going to spend $300, they may want their kid to
^
*&& v> f
1
. I •
be involved more than one sport," Franklin athlet- This number has ranged between two and seven
percent over the six surveys.
ic director Ron Hammye said. "We hope it won't
be a negative effect, but it also may spur having
The Wayne-Westland Community School
kids participating in more than one sport."
District, which includes Wayne Memorial and
Westland John Glenn high schools, currently does
Hammye said hockey is going cost an addinot charge a participation fee.
tional $500 per player, which all goes toward ice
arena rentals where each program spends approxAfter winning the Spring 2010 MSPSP Premier 1 Division with a 7-1-1 record and a 23-2 goal differential, the
"We were the first ones to have it, it was in the
imately $15,000 for ice time per season.
early '90s and we had it for two or three years," said
Michigan Hawks '97, an under-13 girls soccer team, captured the 2010 MSYSA State Cup by defeating Vardar in
In golf, LPS athletes will pay $150 more, which Jess Shough, who just completed his 24th season
a double overtime shootout, 2-1, Sunday at Ultimate Soccer Arenas in Pontiac. The teams battled to a 1-1 draw
is used exclusively to offset greens fees charged by as Glenn boys track and field coach. "It was $250
through regulation and two 10-minute overtime periods. Members of the Hawks, bound for the regional June
at that time per sport. We have not had it since.
the three City of Livonia courses.
26 in Beavercreek, Ohio, include (bottom row, from left): Cassie Phillips (Hartland), Taylor Lambouris (West
"That's obviously revenue neutral, we're not
"It hurt us, particularly in the spring. That's how
Bloomfield), Le'xie Shamoun (Ortonville), Kelly Sweeney (West Bloomfield), Rylee Jays'on (Livonia), Mackenzie
gaining anything from it," Hammye said.
we formed a booster club (for track) because we
Travis (South Lyon), Syd Kettlewell (Lake Orion), Claire Allen (New Baltimore), Shannon Magnan Brighton);
had to defray many of the costs. There were kids
(back row, from left): coach Dave Hicklin, Nickie Zuckerman (Livonia), Holly Hermans (Brighton), Kylie Knight
Livonia Clarenceville, in 2009-10, charged
that couldn't afford it and we lost a number of
$100 for three sports for the recently after solicit(Plymouth), Olivia Hartman (West Bloomfield), Laekyn Jaciuk (Southgate), Erin Emmanuel (Livonia), Courtney
kids."
ing a $75 participation fee for the two previous
Peterson (Canton) and assistant coach Tony Phillips. Not pictured is Olivia Kitz (Livonia).
two years.
Wayne-Westland, however, has trimmed its athletic budgetfor2010-11 by going to a districtwide
"A lot parents are appreciative as far as what
athletic director position, eliminating one adminthey see from other sports," Clarenceville A.D.
istrator position at the high school.
Kevin Murphy said. "What it costs for AAU, the
LJAL (Livonia Junior Athletic League), or other
Schools have also trimmed busing costs to away
youth organizations - that's expensive. For $100,
events. Clarenceville and LPS teams are bused out
it's still a good bargain."
to venues, but often must find their own transportation back .
Beginning with the 2004-05 survey, schools
Rocks. Lee also doubled and scored a run.
Livonia Stevenson girls Softball coach Rob
"Defensively we played well enough to win were asked if they had a cap on what individual
Wayne-Westland has also scaled back the numWitherspoon knew getting through the Division
ber of buses it uses, but still makes round-trips for
1 district tournament Saturday at Canton was today," said Witherspoon, whose team bowed student-athletes and families could be charged.
out at 22-13 overall. "One misplayed ball and Caps on student fees have been used by the major- athletes.
going to be a daunting task.
ity of schools, but that number has dropped from
"We've been double- or tripling up teams, using
"This is one of the toughest districts in the one throwing error led to the only .two runs
71.3 percent in 2004-05 to 54 percent in 2009-10. only one bus combined," Shough said. of the day.
area," Witherspoon said. "And to come out
ahead, you need to bring your 'A' game on
The number of schools instituting a cap on what
"Offensively, we hit the ball fairly hard,
that day."
a family pays has fluctuated from 41 percent havbut we could not string any hits together.
bemons@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6851
His Spartans came up short in the district Lee did a very nice job of mixing her pitches
up and not allowing us to have any momensemifinal, falling to Salem, 2-0, as pitcher
Briana Lee tossed a complete-game 3-hitter, tum. I'm very proud of the way our girls have
improved throughout this whole season and
striking out eight and not allowing a walk.
it, he'd offer bats, shoes, gloves
alumni association, the Friends
I look forward to doing it all over again next
or balls. He made sure they
of Mackenzie, which provided
Losing pitcher Jacqueline Johnson scatyear."
wouldn't
walk away from the
scholarship
help*
for
athletic
tered seven hits and allowed just two runs,
FROM PAGE Bl
store empty-handed. He sponteams in the Detroit Public
both coming in the fourth inning.
Plymouth, which upset Canton in the other
sored over 100 teams a year. A
School League.
semifinal, beat Salem for the district title, l-O.
of absence," Ron recalled. "We
Jen First went 2-for-3 with an RBI for the

,**\

State Cup champs

Salem ace Lee blanks Spartans, 2-0

GRIFFIN

moved here (from Detroit) in
1964 to Livonia and there was a
need growing. As the story goes,
he couldn't find a jock strap on
the way to the game. He took out
a loan from my mother's mother
Rams' 10-hit attack going 3- and that's how it all got started.
He took a flyer that year and
for-4 with an RBI.
never went back."
Aaron Cieslak contributed a 2-run triple, while
Bob Griffin ran the famBobby Thomas went 2-for-2 ily business for 21 years before
with two runs scored. Brad
retiring and moving to the
Guenther and John DiLaura Brighton area where he tried to
each added an RBI.
keep tabs on his eight different
grandchildren at various games
Matl Hunt, who gave up
and events.
five runs on seven hits and
two walks in four innings,
A graduate of Detroit
took the loss as the Thunder Mackenzie High School, Griffin
dropped to 1-5.
remained active in the school's

Rams pitchers quiet Thunder, 6-0
The Michigan Rams pitching staff continued to mow
down opponents Wednesday
night with the latest victim
being the Thunder, 6-0, in
a Livonia Michigan College
Baseball League matchup at
Ford Field.
The Rams, now 4-0 oft the
year, have allowed just one
run and a total of 10 hits
in four games. It was their
third shutout.

Winning pitcher Alex
Pierse (Wayne State) gave
up four hits, walked four
and struck out five in five
innings.
Tyler Haggerson
(Hillsdale College) struck
out four and walked only
one in two innings of relief.
Brett Mazmaniah'led the

Basketball Academy

SUMMER SPORTS CAMPS
Franklin baseball

Churchill hockey

Coach Paul Tripp ofThe
Basketball Academy is staging his
summer skill development camps
at St. Damian School in Westland.
The boys camp wil be from 811:30 a.m. (grades 3-5), Monday
through Thursday, June 21-24.
The Girls'camp will be from
8-11 a m (grades 3-5) and 12:30-4
pjn. (grades 6-9), Monday through
Thursday, June 28-Jury 1.
E-mail BaskefballAcademy@
hotmail.com; or call 248-5630858.

The Livonia Franklin Future
Stars summer baseball camp (boys
and girls exiting grades 2-8) will
be from 9 a.m. until noon, Monday
through Thursday, June 28-Jury
1, at the varsityfieldor inside the
fieldhouse (in case of inclement
weather).
The cost is $60 (includes camp
T-shirt). Ypu must be registered by
Friday, June 25.
Call Matt Fournier at (734)
968-0499 or e-mail mfoumie2@
livoniapublicschools.org.

The Livonia ChurchiB'Hockey
Skills two-week camp for boys
entering grades 9-12 will be •
from 10:30 a.m. to noon Monday
through Friday, July 12-16, and •
9-10:30 a.m. Monday through
Friday, Jury 19-23, both at Edgar
Arena, located at 33841 Lyndon,
Livonia. The cost is $180. Full
equipment is required The deadline for phone-in and walk-in registration is Friday, June 11.
Call Churchul coach Pete
Mazzoni at (248) 345-^6584.

SANDLOT BASEBALL

KROMM
FROM PAGE Bl

seasons, 1978-79 and 1979-80,
before being replaced by G.M.
Ted Lindsay with nine regular season games remaining
(as Marcel Pronovost became
interim coach).
Kromm went 79-11-41 in his
three years with the Wings.
Prior to his stint with
Detroit, Kromm had enjoyed
success with the World Hockey
Association Winnipeg Jets,
leading his team to a 52-272 record and the Avco Cup
Championship in 1976. That

His wife Bev also served as
skating director for the City of
Livonia Parks and Recreation
program for nearly 25 years. •
"They were ham and eggs,
they were a great team," Ron
Griffin said. "They went handin-hand."
Bob Griffin is best remembered for sponsoring numerous youth baseball and
hockey teams within the City of
Livonia.
"The support we've received
is overwhelming," Ron Griffin
said. "I talked to a lot of people
about what a great man he was.
I've heard a lot of stories about
how if people couldn't afford

lot of people benefitted from his
generosity."
Ron Griffin also said his
father, a former Marine sergeant who served in the Korean
War, was very supportive of his
family.
"He did whatever he could do
to sacrifice for his kids," Ron
Griffin said. "He was always
there for them. He was a caring
and generous man."
Memorial contributions may
be made to Children's Hospital
of Michigan and/or Michigan
Patriot Guard by visiting www.
PGRmichigan.org.

fall, Kromm was also an assistant coach for Team Canada at
the inaugural Canada Cup.
In 1961, Kromm took
an underdog team from
British Columbia, the Trail
Smoke Eaters, to a World
Championship win over the
Russians.
"From the stories I heard he
was tough coach who demanded a lot from his players," Rich
Kromm said. "He expected
guys to compete, and if they
did, they were respected. He
also had a great knowledge of
the game."
After his stint with the
Wings, Bobby Kromm left

coaching to work for J&J
Productions, an auto parts
manufacturer. He later went
into business for himself as a *
manufacturers rep in the automotive business.
"His kids were still in high
school and he did not want
to uproot everybody," Rich
Kromm said. "For about eight
years he did instruction at
hockey schools in Trail (B.C.).
"He was a fantastic father
who had a great zest for life.
He liked to have fun and he
was passionate about his life
and family."
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ENDLESS OUTDOOR FUNl^&ttWr
Michigan's Largest
<* •flection & Best Prices! S
Hoops From $ 8 9 9 *
Ploy Sets From $ 9 9 9 *
Trampolines From $ 1 , 1 3 2 * *
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The Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop

Basketball Goals

3947 W 12 Mile, tericley 248.543.3J15 MMI-SB, 10-5-.30, Thur 10-8:30, Sun »-4

THE SENIOR ALLIANCE (TSA)
Area Agency on Aging 1-C is currently requesting
proposals for a lease. All proposals are due by
Noon (12:00) on July 6, 2010. For additional
details: www.thesenioralliance.org.
Publish: June 13,2010

Learn more aboir
the latest surglca
weight loss option?
from experienced,
board-certified
surgeons
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Contact this newspaper or
Mi> fjigan Press Association.
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Go Painlessly
TornW
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Dan's Custom Brickwork

Ounce for Ounce - Compare and Save!
The top-quality & top-value pain creme

882 York St. • Plymouth, MI 48170
1

Chimneys & Porches Repaired
and Rebuilt
»

Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work
Natural & Cultured Stone Installation

1.734.4165425
Free Estimates
Licensed and Insured

If you're having a hard time paying
your energy bills or just got a shut-off,
PSKTMK?
notice, there may be help available.
<$?^- ^*
visit www.michigan.gov/mibridges to
apply for help.
Don't sweat it. You may qualify for ,
emergency energy assistance.

Community Newspaper Group:
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers
Hometown Weekly Newspapers

1 -800-5779-7355
^O/AVJ^

oeads@hometownlife.com

(WGcReLCP)

BS

HAVE A STORY IDEA?
Contact Editor Sharon Dargay
Voice Mail: (313) 222-8883
E-mail; sdargay@hometownlife.com
Comment online at hometownlife.com
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Mama Jazz
keeps alive
art form
'

Michigan Jazz
Festival salutes
longtime volunteer

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
CORRESPONDENT

They call her Mama Jazz
— and for good reason. For
nearly 70 years Midge Ellis
has produced and promoted
concerts showcasing the distinctly American art form.
She's the powerhouse behind
the Michigan Jazz Festival
held every summer in Livonia.
The musicians can thank
Ellis' father for introducing
her to the music at a young age
in the hills of Kentucky. She
would sit on his lap for hours
listening to the radio. By high
school she was booking a band
for her senior prom.
Ellis continued to represent
musicians for the next several
years at Air Force officer clubs.
When her husband was transferred to Detroit, she rejoiced
because Baker's Keyboard
Lounge is known throughout
the world as the oldest operating jazz club.
In search of a good place to
raise her family, Ellis came to
Livonia in I960. It was here in
the 1970s and 1980s she coordinated the Clarenceville Jazz
Series bringing legendary Big
Bands like Stan Kenton and
Count Basie to Louis Schmidt
Auditorium.Ted Mallires remembers when Ellis started the
Clarenceville series. He was a.
band director for the schools
from 1959 to 1995. Ellis' children, Gary, Holly and Tim,
played in the Clarenceville
band.
"She convinced me to get a
jazz band together with the
kids, let them do a warm up

BY SHARON DARGAY
OSE STAFF WRITER

Eileen Standley of
Plymouth is a little surprised to find her name
under the dedication on
this year's Michigan Jazz
Festival promotional materials.
It's a long-standing tradition for the festival committee to dedicate the event
to a jazz aficionado, but
Midge Ellis (left) and Eileen Standley met at a jazz class years ago and now work together producing the Michigan Standley, a member of the
committee, never thought
Jazz Festival at Schoolcraft College in Livonia.
the honor would go to her.
"We had a board meetLivonia woman who turns 87
1995. When the historic eatery ing a month and a half ago
where we determine who is
in September.
and hotel closed she sought
yet another venue, Schoolcraft chosen. It turned out to be
"There's so much that can
me."
College in Livonia where it
be credited to Midge," said
has remained since 1999- Ellis
Trudell. "She instituted a jazz
She said the committee
worked in special events on
program where there was no
usually chooses someone
jazz. The series is historic. The the campus for 17 years.
involved in teaching others
greatest names in jazz played
about jazz, often a musi"She's been Mama Jazz for
there. It was amazing."
cian.
a long time around here and
the musicians have benefited,"
"It's generally an educaTrudell said. "She put my band tor, someone into furtherJAZZ FESTIVALS
She served on the committee to work. She was instrumental ing our music."
in getting us into Botsford.
of the Montreaux Detroit Jazz
Standley, who handles
She started a jazz series there contracts, fliers and other
Festival for the first six years
with Jack Brokensha and
then went on to help Trudell
promotional materials for
brought the jazz festival there. the festival, has done exactMidge Ellis gets a kiss from her son, and Big Band leader Emil
She single-handedly does the
ly that as a piano teacher,
Gary, who plays with Broken Arrow Moro produce the successful
hands-on stuff. People don't
Michigan Jazz Festival. By
performer and festival comBlues Band.
realize what's involved with
the 1990s she had taken over
mittee member.
putting on a festival."
day-to-day details of organizShe taught classical
ing the event including raispiano for years and then
down in the pits. I'm glad she
ing money at concerts several
met Midge Ellis, and her
POPULAR EVENT
was adamant," said Mallires.
times a year to keep the festiinterest in jazz grew. She
Matt Michaels got to know
"It was really exciting times.
began working as a hostEllis when he was playing
The kids didn't realize but they val free to the public. •
piano with Jack Brokensha at ess on weekends at Bakers
were seeing history."
Ellis moved the festithe Botsford Inn in the 1990s. Keyboard Lounge and
val to the Botsford Inn in
Johnny Trudell met Ellis
learning jazz piano at
Farmington from Freedom
in the 1970s. The Big Band
Wayne State University.
Hill where it was first held in
leader has only praise for the
Pleasesee"MAMA JA2ZJJ6

The Michigan Jazz Festival next
month is dedicated to Eileen
Standley of Plymouth.
Standley also accompanied
the Schoolcraft College
vocal group, SCool JAzz for
20 years.
"I've had so much fun and
consider myself so lucky,"
Standley said. "I've worked
closely with Midge the last
15 years with the festival.
"It's a labor of love," she
said. "It's about the music,
first of all, and the mission
is to getyounger people to
start playing our music.
Some of the high schools
do offer jazz and have their
bands. I think it's catching
on."
Young people will perform at "Playing with the
Pros" a one-hour portion i
of the festival and college
musicians will play on the
"Future of Jazz" stage.
The festival runs from
noon to 9:15 p.m. Sunday.
July 18, at Schoolcraft
Please see SALUTES, 86
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Let Westland's Shopping & Dining District hel
you spring into summer with i l l the latest
fashions! Want to take a relaxing break
during your shopping trip? Enjoy a meal at
one of our fabulous restaurants. There's no
better way to find everything you need,
and it's all close to home! We have over
160 stores, restaurants and services to
offer—and we're continuing to grow!
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Popular retailers including
Macy's, Kohl's, Best Buy,'Target,
JCPermey, and so many more
Your favorite restaurants—-Pan@ra, Reef Robin
and Max & Erma's—to name a few
Plenty of convenient parking
You'll always find everything you want and
everything you need in Westland! Come see
for yourself!

Join us for a FREE Family Movie Nite in
Westland's Shopping & Dining District.
It's the perfect way to kick-off summer
and enjoy a movie under the stars!

"Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs" <R„tedPGu;

Friday, June 18th
Everything you want.
Everything you need.

Movie begins at dusk
W e s t e n d of Westland Mall Parking Lot (Near JCPenney)
Bring a lawn chair or blanket! • Rain or shine
Snacks available for purchase

Westland's Shopping & Dining District is conveniently
located in the heart of Westland.
Easily accessible from the
l-275/Ford Road exit.

For more information, please call the City of Westland
Economic Development Department at 734-467-3264.
Brought to you by:

For more information,
visit us online at
www.cityofwestland.com.

-\ .r:<Everything you want. Everything you need.
WIU£AM-H;.WKiB!

www.cityofwestland.com
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Tell us about Julv 4 events
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Fourth of July is just a few weeks away, and with it will
come parades, fireworks and family traditions.
We'd like to know how you celebrate our nation's birthday. Maybe your neighborhood runs an annual decorated
bike parade. Or you go whole hog to deck the house and
garden in red, white and blue. Do you continue a family or
personal tradition that day?
Tell us about it. Write to Sharon Dargay at sdargay®
hometownlife.com or 615 W. Lafayette, level 2, Detroit,
MI 48226. Include a photo if you like. Make sure it's in jpg
format if e-mailing.
We'll share your story with other readers on July 4.

7

T\ I V^rv
YW bring u^s hick io life
Treatment in under an hour with the latest technologyNo downtime, no stripping.
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SALUTES

MAMA JAZZ
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College in Livonia and will
include more than 147 musicians and six piano workshops.
The music, which includes
a variety of jazz styles, is
continuous. Parking and
admission is free. The festival is expected to draw
5,000-7,000 music lovers.
"We have six stages. If you
don't carefor(the music)
on one stage, you can walk
to another." Standley said.
"Everything is free except
for the food."
The festival's annual
Father's Day brunch helps
to keep it that way. The
fund-raiser runs noon to
3 p.m. Sunday, June 20,
in the DiPonio Room in
the VisTaTeeh Center at
Schoolcraft College, 18600
Haggerty, just south of
Seven Mile. Brunch will be
served from noon to 1 p.m.
The Cliff Monear Trio, with
vocalist Kelly Broadway,
will perform until 3 p.m.
Tickets cost $27.50.
Enclose a self-addressed,
stamped envelope with a
check payable to Michigan
Jazz Festival and mail to
20457 Maplewood, Livonia,
MI48152-2022. For more
information call Midge Ellis
at (248) 474-2720.

"The Michigan Jazz Festival
was on the grounds, in the
banquet hall, a tent and
the hotel," said Michaels of
Southfield. "It was packed. You
couldn't even walk through the
crowd."
Ellis knew the Botsford Inn
well and thought it was the
perfect spot for a jazz series
and festival.
"She was great-friends with
Buddy Rich, Woody Herman
and Maynard Ferguson and
they stayed at the Botsford.
She was a Big Band buff, a real
music lover, historically quite
accurate, quite knowledgeable
especially from the Big Band.
era," said Michaels, co-founder
of the jazz studies program
at Wayne State University.
"She became a booking agent,
booked Maynard. Woody
Herman, when he was ill she
got him in a hospital in Detroit
where he passed away. She was
a good friend of Stan Kenton.
She knew all these band leaders."
Jerry McKenzie met Ellis in
the 1970s when he was playing drums with Kenton. He
credits Bob Talbert, the late
Detroit Free Press columnist,
with naming her Mama Jazz.
Ellis has always mothered jazz
players.
"When Stan's band came
to town she would alert Stan
and I would be invited up
to play," said McKenzie who
works in Farmington Hills,
and lives in West Bloomfield.
"Over the years we just kept in
contact. Midge has told many
people about my band (Just
Jazz) playing at Nikola's (in
Southfield Thursday nights).
She's stayed very active in promotingjazz."
Dan Jordan met Ellis in
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HYDROXY APATITE
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18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone:(248)478-7860
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Hydroxy apatite is a body constituent composed of the comr
,
stituents
of calcium, hydroxalate and phosphate. Hydroxy apatite crystals form at the site of
tendon and ligament injuries and act as scaffolding for injuries to these structures.
.' However, at times hydroxy apatite does not act as a building block but as an
irritant. The result that at the site where the hydroxy apatite resides an intense
ns; the pain is as severe as gout, and the surrounding tissues becomes
inflamed as happens in gout, injury or infection,
ng associated with hydroxy apatite may lead a physician to treat the
patient as experiencing a gout attack or begin the person on antibiotics because the
swelling looks so much like a bacterial infection.
But hydroxy apatite does not respond to colchicine or allopurinol, the two. drugs
most commonly used for gout. Also, no antibiotic can resolve the pain or
inflammation from hydroxy apatite. The only medication that resolves a flare of
hydroxy apatite is cortisone either by infection or by mouth.
prefer injection because it brings the amount of steroid needed to queli the
problem right to the area experiencing the flare. Other physicians prefer oral steroids
or a "dose'pack," because of the convenience compared to the preparation and
equipment needed for injection.
. For unknown reasons, older people, that is individuals above age 80, experience
recurrent attacks of hydroxy apatite disease having as many as 4-5 attacks in' six
weeks, then inexplicably, the attacks end.

Midge Ellis has been a part of the
music scene for many years. Here
she poses with Count Basie in the
1980s at Ford Auditorium in Detroit.
1972 at the Showers Club.
Ellis had rented the space .
usually used to show dogs.
Every Sunday night, Jordan
and the house band would jam
with guest artists from the
Clarenceville series.
"She certainly must be commended for her dedication
to the cause ofjazz and the
Michigan Jazz Festival, said
Jordon, a South Lyon resident
who plays bass with Just Jazz.
Saxophonist George Benson
admires Ellis for her dedication to the Michigan Jazz
Festival as well. He will perform at this year's event, which
is free to the public.
"I've known Midge for years,"
said Benson of Detroit. "She's
always been very active as far
as jazz goes. She's worked hard
to promote it."
In 2006 she led a drive for
used instruments that were
donated at the festival then
distributed to band programs
in need. Ellis believes ifjazz
, is to survive, young musicians
must be exposed to the art
form.

•

" •

The Michigan Jazz Festival
takes place noon to 9:15 p.m.
Sunday, July 18 at Schoolcraft
College, 18600 Haggerty,
Livonia.
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Festiva
spotlights
arts
abilities
Nearly 200 children and
adults sang and danced, made
art projects, and painted
murals at the 19th annual
Celebrate Abilities Festival
presented by VSA Michigan's
Southeast Region Committee
June 4, at Schoolcraft College
in Livonia, and June 5, at
Michigan State University
Community Music School in
Detroit.
Founded by Jean Kennedy
Smith, VSA was originally
known as Very Special Arts,
then VSA arts. The nonprofit
organization, an affiliate of
the John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts in
Washington, D.C., sponsors
art, music and dance therapy
sessions throughout the year to
help children and adults with
disabilities express themselves.
The annual Southeast Region
festival showcases those talents.
Among the performers were
students from Old Village
School in Northville. They
brought handmade xylophones to the DiPonio Room
at Schoolcraft College to play
We Are the World under the
direction of Hayley Mieras,
music therapist. Students from
Pontiac, Detroit, Lincoln Park,
and Monroe performed as well.
On Saturday, Karen Barsy's
tap students from 5678 studio
in Livonia danced to We Will
Rock You. Cameron Barsy,
Brandon Miller, Gabrielle and
Brooke Kreza, and Caroline
Pietron all had a good time.
Raymond Wells of Plymouth
enjoyed himself, too. A pianist,
Wells performed Sonatina

j*.
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Claudia King (left) daughte - Jessica and son George rrake sure a
f
amii/ tradition continues 'hat's Zane'Rtreheiriocmgo.vn neld
o/ his Tdthei his Dig b'ofher, Vance, s t a l l s neaibv holding gieat
grandfathm Claude Centers' hand

Students from Old Village School in Northville play handmade xylophones at the Celebrate Abilities Festival in
Livonia.
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Students from 5678 Studio in Livonia tap dance at the Celebrate Abilities
Festival, presented by VSA Michigan's Southeast Region Committee.

Opus 36, No. 1 by Clementi.
The FAR Conservatory Band
from Birmingham played
Jailhouse Rock.
Many visitors admired the
touring Emerging Artists
Exhibit while students enjoyed
workshops in African drumming with Kevin Collins on
Friday, and creating murals
with Royal Oak artist, Daniel
Cascardo, and movement with
therapist Cindy Babcock both
days.
Outside the DiPonio Room,
Deb Madonna, co-chair of the
Miracle League Plymouth, and

Elizabeth Anchor, marketing associate for Schoolcraft
College, sat at a table taking
donations for the Miracle
League Field to be built
behind Central Middle School
in Plymouth. The field will
provide children with disabilities an accessible area with
rubberized surface for playing baseball. The Southeast
Region Committee and Miracle
League Plymouth decided to
partner for the festival because
of their like goals of helping
children with disabilities.
The children were the

main reason volunteers from
CVS pharmacies came to
Schoolcraft College to set up
easels and help with art projects including Father's Day
cards and gift bags. CVS began
partnering with VSA Michigan,
the state organization on arts
and disabilities,about two
years ago as part of the CVS
Caremark All Kids Can initiative to improve the quality of
life for children with disabilities.
Without monetary support
from CVS and in-kind donations from Schoolcraft College
and the MSU Community
Music School, the festival
would not be heading into its
20th year in 2011.
Southeast Region Committee
members include Jody Stark,
Margaret Hull, Cindy Babcock,
Linda Ann Chomin, and
Connie Lott.
For more information about
Miracle League Plymouth visit
www.miracleleagueplymouth. ,
org. The organization believes
"Every child deserves a chance
to play baseball."
For information about VSA
Michigan's Southeast Region
Committee Festival, contact
Jody Stark at (313) 273-7762 or
catinc<aearthlink.net.

Livonia family's
heirloom garment is
almost like new
BY SHARON DARGAY
0&ESTAFFWR1TER

Patricia Centers ofLivonia
owns a 105-year-old gown that
never seems to go out ofstyle.
Dozens offamfly members
have worn the cotton and lace
garment, although each is
allowedtodress in the handmade piece only once in a
lifetime.
Tm Claude's wife. It was
his mother who wore it initially. His grandmother made
the gown for her," Centers
explained the history ofthe
family heirloom christening
gown.
In 1905, EdnaTischbein
was baptized at St. Boniface
Catholic Church in Detroit in
ftehandm^e baptismal dress.
Edna married Clyde Centers
and with their three children
Claude, Paul and Joanne, who
all also wore the gown, moved
tolivoniainl950.
Patricia married Claude in
1952 and became the gown's

keeper. Since then Edna's 14
grandchildren and many great-,
grandchildren all Mowed the
family tradition ofwearing the
family heirloom. Two greatgreat grandchildren have been
christened in the gown, one
mostrecentlythisyear.
' M we do is it's wrapped in
tissue paper. I used to keep it
in plastic and then someone
said to use tissue," Centers
said. "When it's used, we wash
it carefuBy and keep it in the
dresser drawer. There's just a
Httle mark around the neck. I
think it's from formula. I was
afraid to bleach it, but the rest
isjustperfect."
Centers said both sexes have
worn the gown, raising a few
eyebrows in the process.
"I remember when our little
son was christened at Our
Lady of Sorrows. There were 11
(being baptized) that day. We
could hear the snickers, people
saying "Oh, look, that boy has a
gown on.' But our whole family
was proud."
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Help Wantedrt
Computer/Into Systems

$14.25 hase-appi
flexible sched., no exp needed, will train, cond apply, all
ages 17+.(248) 426-4405
APPOINTMENT SETTER
Ideal (or anyone who can't get
out to work. Work from home
PT, schedule pick-ups for
Purple Heart, call 9-5, M-F.
734-728-4572 or email:
[ihoneworkinfo@aol.com
C&C OPERATOR 3 AXIS
Experienced only.
Call: (734) 425-3920
CAB/DETMLEB
Contractors Steel Co. in
Livonia is seeking a Cad/
Detailer. Good math & communication skills are required.
Applicants must be Functional
in AutoCAD 2000. We offer a
competitive pay & benefit
package for qualified individual. Fax resume to CSC @
(734) 452-3919
CAREGIVERS
Healthcare company looking
for exp'd and compassionate
private duty caregivers for all
shifts incl. alternate weekends.
Fax resume: 248-735-1010
CLEANERS, Full-Time for
area homes. $10 hr. to start.
No nights or wkends. Car req.
Plymouth Area: 734-812-5683
CLEANERS NEEDED - EXPD
Mon-Fri, 5-10pm.
Farmington Hills area.
Call: 734-642-0064
CONTROL PANEL WIREMAN
FT. 1-2 yrs. exp. Fax resume
Attn: Gary: (248) 477-5626
Or email: shine®
ag0ressivesystems.com
DIRECT CARE STAFF
To work with developmental^
disabled adults. Westland.
Call: 734-525-7731
Driver

25 Driver Trainees
Needed N o w !
Learn to drive for
Swift Transportation!
Earn $700 per week!
No Experience Needed!
Great Benefits!
CDL & Job Ready
In just 3 weeks at
Integrity Truck Driving!
1-888-424-9418

DRIVER - OVER THE ROAD
Fo- Southern routes CDL A
required. 2 yrs. VERIFABLE
exp. Scheduled runs.
Comost-ve pay. 734-947-1900

PLUMBER - Lie. Journeyman
need only apply. Expert
Plumbing, 9 Mile & Telegraph.
Contact Peter: (248) 497-7647

DRIVER-TRUCK/LABORER
Must have stick exp. & good
driving record. $10/hr. fo start.
Aoplv at Nobles Landscape
Supply 29450 W. 8 Mile, W. of
Middiebeit.
248-474-4922

POLICE
OFFICER

DRIVERS: CDLA 1 yr. Exp.
Clean MVR. 0TR and 0/0
out five days home most
weekends. Benefits package
888-560-9644
www.whitellne-express.com

The City of Garden City is
accepting applications for
full-time Police Officers at
GCPD until COB, 7/9/2010.
Employment App
(Police & Fire), the job
description and a detailed
announcement avail at:

www.gard6neitymi.org
FIRST INVESTORS CORP.
FINANCIAL SERVICES
REPRESENTATIVE
Positions available to
service clients in all
communities surrounding
Detroit. Respond by email.
Recruii.417@
firstinvestors.com
www.firstinvesters.com
GROUNDS PERSON
Seasonal needed for Westiand
apt. community. Some benefits available. Exp. preferred.
Please apply in person:
6737 N. Wayne Rd. Westland.
No Faxes Please!

LOOKING FOR
A CAREER
(not a job)
REAL ESTATE
CONSULTANT
(Special pricing for
Pre-ticertsing only $99)
This is the time to buy
homes in Michigan, be the
one to sell the House.
Change your life personally
& financially register today.
CALL ED B0WLIN
at: 734-591-5940 x1Q7

MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR
Expd maintenance supervisor
needed for a mid-sized apartment community in Westland.
Must be experienced and certified with servicing, removal
and replacement of split heating and cooling equipment.
Competitive salary and benefits. Live on-site available.
Fax resume to: 734-729-8258
Manufacturing Tool Die Maker
$-15/nr Ben's Call (313)2929300 Will train right person
Build stamping dies $175 E1
Plastic Plant Hiring $10-13/iir
Benefits Call (313)292-9380
Injection Molding Quality Line
Worker -E1 $175 J#245,35,83
Permanent Local Jobs

or by contacting the
HR Office at:
6000 Middlebteit Rd, GC,
Ml. Phone:734-793-1640
Apps must be submitted
in person to the HR Office.
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REAL ESTATE ONE

LIVONIA
CAREER DAY

Sanitation
Department
Supervisor
(Food Industry)
Supervise staff to insure
that cleaning and janitorial
activities meet all standards. Strive to improve
efficiencies,
safety,
employee relations, and
work environment. Lead,
coach and train department
employees. Maintain Good
Manufacturing
Practices
(GMP's) and comply with
all regulatory agencies.
Administer and sustain
pest control programs.
Full-time position plus benefits; pay commensurate
with education and experience. Successful applicants
must have 5-10 years food
industry experience including sanitation of bakery
manufacturing and packaging equipment. Bachelor's
degree preferred; commensurate experience will be
considered. Equal Opportunity Employer. Email
resume including salary
requirements to:
oeresume®
hometownlife.com
Reference Box 1812

Sr. RF Engineer
Position
with
MetroPCS
Michigan, Inc. in Livonia, Mi.
Must have B.S: in Electrical
Engineering, Electronics &
Communication Engineering,
Telecommunications, or related field + 60 mos. exp.
Submit resumes referencing
Sr. RF Engineer and job code
052510 to HR, MetroPCS
Michigan,
Inc.,
28505
Schoolcraft Road, Bldg. 6,
Livonia, Mi 48150 MetroPCS
Michigan, Inc. is an E0E.
Teacher

Weds, June 16th
12 Noon and 6pm

AP S p a n i s h /
Spanish 3 & 4

It's a very busy Buyer's
market be en the other
side of the commission.
This is a great time to be
Real Estate Consultant.

For Brother Rice H.S.
Michigan Secondary Teaching
Cert req'd. Send resume:
meier@brrice.edu
Or fax to 248-647-8170
Attn: Lorraine Meier

Pre-Iicensing being
offered for only $99

TEACHERS

Call today to register
Ed Bowlin
734-591-5940 x107
or emaii:

ebowiin®
realestateone.com
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AGBU Manoogian School
(Southfield) is accepting
applications for highly qualified/ certified teachers for
High School Math & English
Please email resume to:
Dr. Hosep Torossian
torossian@manoogian.org
For inquiries call:
248-569-2988
Fax: 248-569-1346
(State Retirement System)
Warehouse F.T. Dock Work
$12+/tir Benefits Pick & Pack
CALL (313)292-9360
Move pallets & cases on dock
with forkttft J#272 Emp1 $175

Computer Systems
Analyst
Send resume to Ms. Julie
May,
JDM
Systems
Consultants, 33117 Hamilton
Court, Suite 200, Farmington
Hills, Ml 48334.

Help Wanted-Oflice
Clerical
LEGAL SECRETARY
Leading family law firm for
women needs experienced
team player. Excellent
salary, benefit package.
Fax resume: 248-723-1659
or smicallef®
victorialawlirm.com

LEGAL SECRETARY
Litigation attorney seeks experienced person who has
Dictaphone skills. Non-smoking office. 13 Mile & Telegraph
area. For interview, call
248-540-0677
or fax resume 248-540-2191

PAYROLL CLERK
Charter Township
of Bedford
For more information call:
313-387-2761
or visit our website at:
redfordtwp.com/dept/hr
Equal Opportunity Employer

When seeking
out the best
deal check out
the Observer
& Eccentric Classifieds!
, 1-800-579-7355

DENTAL ASSISTANT Rapidly growing Milford office
is seeking an exceptional dental assistant with a strong
work ethic. Must be friendly,
professional, dependable and
a team player. Candidates
must have working experience
(min 3 yrs) with digital imaging, digital charting and x-ray
certification. EagleSoft and
implant experience a plus.
Must be able to handle a fast
paced schedule. Position is
part time with evening hours.
Competitive hourly pay, for
qualified candidate.
Email resume to:
milfordda^gmall.eom

ADVANCED HOME CARE
Private Duty Division
Now Hiring:
RNs. LPNs, CENAs & HHAs
• Flexible Schedules
* Benefit Package/401 K
* Competitive Pay
• Must have 1 yr current exp
Call Celeste 866-605-0070
Fax:248-284-1101

FOOD SERVICE
SUPERVISOR ASST.
West Bloomfield Nursing
Center has a full time opening for an Asst. Director.
Healthcare experience or
COM preferred. Will be
responsible for afternoon
shift and general sanitation
of kitchen. Variable hours
from 10 A to 8 P.
Email resume to:
jgarber®
beaumonthospitals.com
or fax to Kim Kaas
248-661-2276

• M.A.S
• RECEPTIONISTS
» BILLER
• OFFICE MANAGER
EXPERIENCED
only for
multi-specialty group in the
Garden City area. Must
have at least two years
experience in a medical
setting. Full & part time
avail,
benefits.
Please
send your resume & salary
requirements to:

Fax (734) 458-4723
Reference 1813 , & email:
oeresume®
hometownlife.com

Medical Biller & Medical
Coordinator
Full-Time for Southfield office
Medical Biller must have
knowledge of insurance
billing and coding.
Medical Coordinator (for
nursing facilities). Must exhibit strong communication skills,
be organized & motivated with
basic computer knowledge.
Full benefit package available.
Fax resume: 248-355-3626
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
OFFICE MANAGER
Exp'd., full-time for medium
sized internal medicine practice. Healthcare exp., basic
computer skills req. Duties
include payroll, scheduling,
supervising office staff, interacting with insurance companies and general clerical work.
Must have exc. interpersonal
skills and be comfortable
dealing with patients. Benefits
offered.
Email resume to:
arberjane_pbysiciarts@

hotmail.com
"IJiiic^TiiclpTioNisT/"
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
For internal medical
practice in Commerce Twp.
Fax resume: (248) 363-6202

PHYSICIANS
WANTED
Excellent opportunity!
No call or weekends.
Internal medicine, family
practice, & geriatric
needed. Practice located
in Southfield.
Call 877-324-0323

Recreational
Therapy Assistant
Woodward Hills Nursing
Center in Bloomfield Hills
needs a Part Time afternoon Recreational Therapy
Asst. Previous exp req'd.
Fax resume to
Melissa Houston at
(248) 644-0555
or Email:
Premier.iobs@yalioo.eom

RESIDENT ASSISTANT
Immediate Opening.
Midnight shift.
Apply in person:.
Plymouth Inn Assisted Living
205 Haggerty Rd., Plymouth
734-451-0700

_ _

Assisted Living Facility
Plymouth Inn
205 Haggerty, Plymouth
734-451-0708
Fax: 734-451-0727
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CHECK OUT THESE EXCITING CAREER OPPOHTUMITIIS! for even more sppirtunities see §ur "award winning" classified stetson!

SUMMER WORK
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All Students/others

(WGcReLCP)

Michigan's fastest growing
home improvement co is looking for 3 people to join our
sales team. Our reps earn
btwn $40K-$BQK/yr. No exp
nee, We offer pd training, a
generous comp. pkg w/rapid
advancement
opportunities
We're on the fast track looking
for runners! Call today, interview tomorrow.
1.883.guttergrate Option 3.

DON'T
ORGfi

Never worry about having
enough leads to make a great
living again. We set quality
appointments you just sell!
Great opportunity to make
100K first year. Must have
solid transportation and must
present yourself well. If you
can sell you can't beat this
opportunity. Exp. wanted not
required will train.
Call Allen 734-748-5761
or email:
abrooks@majicwindow.com

SOCIAL WORKER
Part Time position available
for Social Worker at West
Bloomfield Nursing Center.
You must have nursing
home experience to be considered. Position is 20 hrs
a week, flex time available.
Fax your resume to:
(248) 661-2276

Help Wanted- :•
Food/Beverage:
BARTENDER/WAITSTAFF
CHEF/COOK, Full-Time
Apply at: Starting Gate
135 N. Center St., Northville
"~BWENDEB/WAITSTAFF
CHEF/COOK, Full-Time
Apply at: Starting Gate
135 f t Center St., Northville

Help Watrted-Sales

(||)

AUTO SALES
Dick Scott Dodge has
immed. openings avail, for
Sales Pros. We offer an
exc. pay plan & benefits
pkg. Previous exp preferred but we will train the
right people. Must have
proven track record &
strong closing skills. Email:
Apply@DickScott.com

Jj To place an ad \\

«call:

K

M1-800-579-SELLM

M
aj t

Over 10,000

\\ or fax:

listings online

^734-953-2232

wmwmm^m
ESTATE
Canvassing/Telemarketing
for a Home Improvement
Company. PT. Exc. pay + commission, Exp. preferred
Call: 313-414-5634
www.choicewsr.com/careers
For online application

It's all
about
S\ results11
M
M
M
•4^

M
M

Whether you're
looking to buy or
»cJt t h a t s p e c i a l
something, look to
t h e classifieds first.

"Ift All About•MmmtU!"

l-m-579-SBUL
|7355)
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online at hometownlife.com
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Drive, package foods for
kosher Meals on Wheels
The National Council of
Jewish Women, Greater
Detroit Section's Meals on
Wheels program is in need
of volunteers. For 37 years,
Kosher Meals on Wheels
has provided high quality
lunches and dinners for the
homebound. It's the only
Meals on Wheels program
in the community to provide kosher and glatt kosher
meals, preparing and delivering 40,000 meals a year.
More than 150 volunteers
package and deliver the
meals to local communities ,
five days a week. Volunteers
range in age from youngsters just old enough to
be volunteering for their
Bar/Bat Mitzvah service
requirements to adults
in their 90s. Each morning,- packagers organize
the meals and have them
distributed in less than a
half hour to cities throughout Oakland County. They
deliver to Wayne County one
day a week.
Founded by current volunteer treasurer Esther
Rosenblum, Kosher Meals
on Wheels provides lunches
and dinners to its clients, who do not need to
be Jewish, but who keep

A volunteer double checks paperwork near bagged meals that are ready for
delivery.

Volunteers assemble kosher meals.

kosher. Meals are prepared
at the Jewish Senior Life
Prentis Apartments in Oak
Park by Morrison Senior
Dining chef Dave Dry and
his team.
Program participants
make a donation within
their ability to pay for
meals, and some clients
need not pay at all. The
National Council of Jewish
Women, Greater Detroit

services.
Drivers have dedicated
routes and know the status
and behaviors of each of
their clients, who in some
cases is the only person they
will see all day. Not only do
the drivers deliver the food
but they also provide the
social interaction that some
of their clients are lacking.
"Kosher Meals on Wheels
provides much more than

Section provides the additional funding from the proceeds raised at their Council
Thrift Shops in Royal Oak
and Berkley. Additional
support comes from AAA
1-B, the Michigan Office of
Services to the Aging (OSA)
and the Older Americans
Act. The program is run in
cooperation with Jewish
Family Service, which provides intake and casework

food. The program provides
friendship and can sometimes be a very real lifesaver
to our clients," stated Irma
Glaser, President, National
Council of Jewish Women,
Greater Detroit Section.
"Our delivery volunteers
have, in some instances,
been the first at the side of a
person in need.
"While we have wonderful, dedicated volunteers,

we are always looking for
more. We have come to
mean something to the community and to so many families. Our goal is to serve
more in the years ahead."
For more information on
Kosher Meals on Wheels, or
to alert the organization to
someone in need, call (248)
967-0967, 8-10:30 a.m.
Monday-Friday.

located at 20501 Newburgh,
Livonia. (248) 477-7375.

Walk, sponsored by the
Country Garden Club
of Northville, Woman's
National Farm and Garden
Association, runs 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Wednesday,
July 7- The tour includes
six gardens. Other unique
attractions include a garden market, live music, a.nd
refreshments at historic
Mill Race Village. Proceeds
from the event support
charitable contributions to
local and national horticultural causes.
Tickets are $10 in
advance, available after
June 7, at Gardenviews, 117
E. Main, Northville; (248)
380-8881. Limited tickets will be sold the day of
the event and will cost $12
at Mill Race Village, 215
Griswold Ave., Northville.
Visit the Country Garden
Club of Northville Web site
at http://cgcnv.org/

GARDEN a NATURE
sembabutterfly.com.

Send garden and nature items
to Sharon Dargay at sdargayf
hometownlife.com.

RAISE BUTTERFLIES
Learn how to find butterfly eggs, how to care
for them until mature butterflies are born, and how
to nurture them in your
yard, at the next meeting
of the Southeast Michigan
Butterfly Association
(SEMBA). The meeting
starts at 7 p.m., Wednesday,
June 16, at Nankin Mills,
33175 Ann Arbor Trail,
Westland. Parking on Hines
Drive and Ann Arbor Trail.
Meeting fee is $3 for non-

FAMILY BUTTERFLY EVENT
Southeast Michigan
Butterfly Association offers
crafts for children, a tour
of the Butterfly Garden,
a movie on Monarch
Butterfly migration and
a Butterfly Plant sale by
Barson's Greenhouse of
Westland, noon to 3 p.m.,
Sunday, June 13 at Nankin
Mills, 33175 Ann Arbor
Trail. For questions call
(734) 326-0578 or www.

members. For more information call (734) 326-0578
or visit www.sembabutterfly.com.

23600 Liberty Street. Email to info@growfarmington.org for more information.

GROW IN FARMINGTON
The Chesley Street
Community Garden in
Farmington is accepting
new gardeners. The garden
is open to residents and
business owners in the city
of Farmington.
Each 7-foot by 11-foot
plot costs $15 for one growing season. Rent a plot at
the treasurer's department
at Farmington City Hall,

BOUNTY AND BLOOMS
Gardeners of NorthvilleNovi present a tour of seven
exceptional gardens, 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturday,
June 26. Tickets are $10
and will be available at
Novi Civic Center, 45175
W. 10 Mile, on the day of
the walk. For more information visit gardenersnorthville-novi.org or call
(248) 349-0376.
LIVONIA GARDENS
The Livonia Garden
Walk, benefitting Historic
Greenmead, runs 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Saturday, June 26.
Tour the Hill House gardens of Greenmead and six
residential gardens. Tickets
are $9 in advance, $10 on
event day. Greenmead is

Let's PAWS to applaud
extraordinary kids. IP*.

Turn y o n ! " * e
else's trensiir
GARAeESALiillsseSudes:
• Signs • Price Stickers
»Inventory Sheets
• 2 pages of great advice for a successful sale
• 1 passforItoEmapte Theatres
• Free 4 Square Buddy's Pizza
•Buddy's rood Discount Card
• Ad placed on hometowniife.com

• 4 tickets to a Detroit Tigers Game
• Autographed Detroit Tigers Item
• 1 Hot & Ready Little Caesars Pizza
• Pre-Game recognition at a Detroit Tigers Game

Sail

NEWSPAPERS
OMETOWN

H

1-800-579-7355

to Emagine Theatre

or ¥i$It'

H METOWN
Clip arid Save
i $2.00 OFF !hs purchase!
I

at our Concession SSand

t I

Ore co'ipoti per purchase n? v«Md Kith otto coion^

I

i

Coupons
$3.00 OFF kM
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OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

NEWSPAPERS
ALWAYS A
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Contest is open to kids up to 18 years old.

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC

Placeymtr ad online at
hometownlife.com
Mreceive
2 PASSES form

Email your.essayto: .
cbjordan@hometownlife.com
Subject line: "PAWS FOR APPLAUSE"
or mail it to:
Attn: Choya Jordan
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers /Hometown Weeklies
615 W. Lafayette Blvd, Detroit, MI 48226
Please include the child's
name, age, phone number and address.

WEEKLIES

©

Now is the time to clean out those closets, basements & garages and turn thos? items into cash1
Place your garage sale ad in the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and Hometown Weeklies
to reach thousands of bargain hunters & receive some FREE items too!

Tell us your story in 500 words or less.
One winning essay will be chosen each month
to receive:

H

NORTHVILLE GARDENS
The 17th annual Garden

m umk"

Do you know a child or teenager who goes
above and beyond to make your community,
neighborhood, or family better?

OMETOWN

TRAILWOOD GARDEN CLUB
Tickets will be available beginning June 1 for
the "Flowers are Forever
Garden Walk" sponsored
by the Trailwood Garden
Club in Plymouth. Cost is
$8 before the walk; $10 the
day of the walk. Tickets
for children, 12 and under
are half off. Strollers will
not be permitted in the
gardens. The event runs
noon to 8 p.m., Tuesday,
June 29 and includes
several gardens where
complimentary refreshments will be served. Buy
tickets at Saxton's Garden
Center, 587 Ann Arbor
Trail, Backyard Birds, 627
S. Main, and from Darlene
Rinke, (734) 455-6867..

6MAGINE CANTON
39535 Fort Road, just East of 1-275
EMAGK NOV)
44425 W 12 Mite Road, 1/2 mile West of Novi Road
EMAGINe WOODMEN
21720 Allen Rd, Between King and West Roads
TO PUBCHASETICKETS and for SHOWTIMES LOG ONTO
wwwemaqme-entertainmentcom
0« CALL 888-31MILM (3456)

I
1
I

r
i
i

i

a

Restaurant/Bar/Carry-out
Detroit 313-892-9001 * Warren 586-574-9200
Farmmnton Hills 248-855-4600 * Livonia 734-261-3550
Dearborn 313-582-5900 * Auburn Hills 248-276-9040
Carry-out / Cafe
Pomte tea 313-884-7400
Carry-out Only
Royal Oak 248-549-8000 * Bloomteld Hills 248-645-0300
Join
Our
Email
dub
join uur n a n onto at
at wt»w.tiuddyspi2za,Mm
ymuuaayspr,

Kits are available only with purchase
of Garage Sale Package
oeosessm

To ensure delivery of kit in time of saleplace your ad early
OSE is not responsible for kits not received

-Ml*.

online at hometowniife.com

Observers Eccentric | Sunday, June 13,2010

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
PLANNED

DECEMBER WEDDING
PLANNED

Family and friends will
gather on June 27 to celebrate the 6?th anniversary
of Woodson "Woody" and Fay
Kilgore of Livonia. The couple
originally exchanged vows at
Camp Crowder in Neosho,
Mo., where Woodson served in
the U.S. Air Force.
They lived in Joplin, Mo.,
before moving to Livonia
54 years ago. They are the
parents of four children, the
late Tom Kilgore, Pat Escoe
of Livonia, Diane Kilgore of
Westland, and Mickey Kilgore
of Westland. They have 10 ,
grandchildren, six greatgrandchildren and one greatgreat-grandchild.
Woodson retired in 1982
from Firwood Manufacturing,
where he worked as an electrical engineer, manager of

Rebecca McCurdy of
Grosse Pointe Park and Scott
Robichaud of Detroit announce
their engagement.
The bride-to-be, daughter
of Robert and Marie McCurdy
of Lansing, earned a B.A.
degree in political theory and
constitutional democracy from
Michigan State University and
a juris doctorate degree from
Notre Dame. She is employed
as staff attorney for Freedom
House, Detroit.
Her fianc6, son of Daniel
and Peg Robichaud of Canton,
holds a B.S.E.E. degree from
the University of MichiganDearborn. He is employed
as an automotive engineer
for Ford Motor Company,
Dearborn.
A wedding is planned for
Dec. 11,2010 at St. Aloysius,
Detroit.

product delopement and the
company pilot.
The couple says love, faith,
communication and "'til death
do us part" is the key to their
their longtime marriage.

Belleville High School
blime71@yahoo.com.
Dearborn Lowrey High School
Class of 1971
1
Classesof1949-S1
Planning 40th reunion in 2*011. Seeking
. classmates and contact information.
A joint reunion of all three classes will be
E-mail BHS.1971fyahoo.com. If on
• held Sept. 26 at the Warren Valley Golf
Facebook join the group by searching
Club in Dearborn Heights. Call Peggy
Webster at (313) 383-4699, Bob Rock at
BHS reunion 197140th sign up site; also on
(313) 274-8370 or Shirley Vonn at (313)
CLASSMATES/REUNIONS.
291-6069. Or e-mail to yankeesouthernf
Birmingham Groves High School
hotmail.com.
Class of 1975
35th class reunion, Oct. 22-23, will include Dearborn Heights Hasten High
homecoming game, Friday night, and
Class of 1965
party, Saturday night, at The Birmingham
45-year reunion, 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. July
24; Contact Pat Beadle-Kopczyk. 3334
Community House. Contact groves1975i
Kneeland Circle, Howell, Ml 48843, at (517)
gmail.com or Groves Class of 1975 - 35th
552-1182 or e-mail to her at patkopczyk®
Class Reunion, on Facebook.
aol.com.
Class of 1970
Detroit Cody
40-year reunion, 7 p.m„ Saturday, Sept. 18 Classes from 1950-1969
Annual picnic for all '50s-'60s Cody
at The Community House, in Birmingham.
Comets and friends, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m,
Visitwww.seaholmclassof70reunion.com
Sunday, Aug. 22, Nankin Mills Pavilion, at
for information and to register contact
Ann Arbor Trail and Hines Drive, Westland.
information,'
BYOB and bring a chair; organizing comBloomfield Hills Andover
mittee will supply music and memorabilia.
Class of 1970
The Optomystics will perform. Door
Reunion planned 7 p;m. Aug. 14 at the
prizes, hot dogs, bottled water, T-shirts
Heathers; contact Cis Sloan Stokas at
and sweatshirts, tassels and music CDs
Ouintoptaol.com.
will be available. Free parking for classic
Bloomfield Hills Lahser
cars. No needtoregister -just show up!
Classof1990
Classmates.com will have information
20-Year Class Reunion Weekend is Aug.
and photos from past picnics. Call Phil
6-7, with a meet & greet, family picnic and
Variloneat (313) 562-3579 or Jerry
. reunion party. For tickets and additional
Marszalek at (313) 532-0134.
information, contact Matt Fox at sub-

McCurdy-Robichaud

LOUIS-GRANDMASON
Jason Robert Grandmason
of Belleville and Miranda
Renee Louis of Garden City
announce their engagement.
The bride-to-be is the daughter of Debra Louis of Garden
City and the late Randall
Louis. Her fiance is the son of
Carolyn Noble of Fenton and
Tom Grandmason of Belleville.
The couple plans to wed in
June 2010 at Laurel Chapel in
Livonia.
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Obituaries, Memorials
& Remembrances
1-800-579-7355 • fax 313-496-4968
email; oeobits@hometownlife.com

CHERYL K. NICHOLAS

I
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Combs-Roberts

COMBS-ROBERTS
Edward and Cynthia Roberts
of Westland and Larry and
Patricia Combs of Garden City
are pleased to announce the
marriage of their children,
Kristen Roberts and Jeff
Combs.
The bride is a 2003 graduate of Lutheran High Westland
and a 2006 graduate of
Eastern Michigan University,
and is employed in the hospitality industry.
Her husband is a 2003
graduate of Garden City.
High and a 2004 graduate
of Northwestern Technical
Institute, and is employed as a
heating and cooling technician.
The two were wed May 1,
2010 in St. Thomas in the
United States Virgin Islands.
They honeymooned in the
Virgin Islands, the British
Virgin Islands, and St. Martin.
They currently live in
Farmington Hills and plan to
relocate to Chattanooga, Tenn.,
in a few years.

Brandon James Halik

BRANDON JAMES HALIK
Brandon James Halik
was born May 15,2010, at
Bronson Methodist Hospital,
Kalamazoo.
He weighed 7 pounds, 1
ounce.
Parents are David Halik and
Dr. Janice Eagle of Kalamazoo.
Proud grandparents are Ed
and Eleanor Halik and Cheryl
and Clarence Eagle, all of
Livonia. Great-grandmother is
Genevieve Uroda of Livonia.
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Passed away at the age of 54 on June
3, 2010. The cause of her death was
breast cancer, which she and her doctors had managed for the past 17
years. Ms. Nicholas had worked as a
summer associate at Brobeck Phleger
and Harrison in Los Angeles and San
Francisco and as a real estate lawyer at
Goldstein & Manello in Boston. Ms.
Nicholas
also
served . the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in
the late 1980s as the head of the
Massachusetts Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program, the'state's
farmland preservation program. In that
capacity, Ms. Nicholas traveled
throughout the Commonwealth in
order to find important farmland and
open space that the Commonwealth
could preserve through the purchase of
development rights. Ms. Nicholas was
bom in Detroit, Michigan, and moved
to Plymouth, Michigan near Ann
Arbor, after her father had a stroke.
She attended the Honors Program at
the University of Michigan, and
earned a B.A. in History in 1977, and
also attended Wellesley College in
Wellesiey, Massachusetts, for one
semester. After graduating from the
University of Michigan, Ms'. Nicholas
attended the Harvard Divinity School
with a fellowship, and earned a
Masters of Theological Studies degree
in 1981. While at the Harvard Divinity
School, she had particular interests in
the relationship of architecture to spirituality and in feminist theology.. She
subsequently attended Bbalt Hall at
the University of California at
Berkeley, where she earned a J.D, in
1985. Ms. Nicholas was voracious
reader who was interested in history,
philosophy, religion, urban planning,
architecture and politics. She married
Brett Robbins, now a partner at Ropes
& Gray LLP in Boston, in 1981, and
gave birth to her daughter, Kelsey
London Robbins, in 1988 and her son,
Brennan Nicholas Robbins, in 1991.
She was extremely dedicated to her
children, and ceased working professionally after they were born. She
nonetheless remained active in her
community, devoting energy to causes
that moved her. She was a board
member of the Weston Land Trust, and
an active member, and for some time
President, of the League of Women
Voters of the Town of Weston. She
supported political efforts in favor of
conservation land, agricultural land,
and organic farming, and opposed
governmental projects that, as
planned, would adversely affect wetlands and conservation land. Ms.
Nicholas's family and friends found
her fascinating, profoundly intellectual, elegant and, most of all, empathetic and kind. She disliked hierarchy and
class distinctions, and continually supported the disadvantaged. She was
always open to new ideas, and easily
made deep connections, with those
whom she encountered. Ms. Nicholas
is survived by her husband, Brett
Robbins, her daughter, Kelsey London
Robbins, who is attending Brown
University, and her son, Brennan
Robbins, who will graduate Milton
Academy this month and will attend
Princeton University in the fall. Ms.
Nicholas also is survived by two sisters, Susan Nicholas and Margaret
Bake, three brothers, David Nicholas,
Roland Nicholas, and Harold
Nicholas, and a host of nephews,
nieces and cousins. One of her sisters,
Dorothy Noblet, is recently deceased.

j(" DOME J McCOLL
'
(Little Bit)
July 29,1958-June 6,2010
*»>,#S% Loved by children Brian,
%\~ I!Candy & Tony, Grandchil\
jp dren Harmony, Christian,
\f'"
Billy andAmaya, Dearest
daughter of Joan Gardner and
Jim McDowell. Cherished sister of Sis
(Larry), Sherry, Kathy (Gary), Merri
Lou, Dawn, Wayne, Bill and Kenny.
Aunt to many nieces and nephews.
Dearly loved her companion Jeff.
Done will stay forever in our hearts.

PHYLLIS M. TROMBLEY
Age 87, of Npvi, Ml, passed away
June 9, 2010. Arrangements by
THAYER-ROCK FUNERAL HOME,
Farmington, MI.
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Woodson and Fay Kifcjore's wedding
photo. The Livonia couple will
celebrate 67 years of marriage this
month.
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/ " H A Z E L ASHWORTH
84 of Gaylord, died June 4, 2010.
Beloved wife of the late Bob
Ashworth. Dear mother of Rob and
Carole, Grandmother of Katie.
Memorials to Gaylord Kiwanis Club
C/O Nelson Funeral Home,
PO Box 1548, Gaylord MI 49734.
www.nelsonsfiineralhome.com

JUDY SMOCK

J A N I C E H . (BRADLEY)
ELSTON
Age 87, of Miller's Merry Manor in
Hope, IN, died peacefully on June 5,.
2010. She was born in Charleston,
West Virginia, September 11,1922, the
youngest of three to Anna and Mont
Bradley. She was the first in her family to get a college degree, which was a
BA from Anderson University. She
went on to get a Masters Degree of
Library Science from Eastern
Michigan University. She was a
teacher and an Elementary School
Librarian at Bird and Tanger Schools
for 33 years. She retired from the
Plymouth School District in Michigan
fa 1984. Since retirement, she has
done missionary work in Japan,
worked at Warner Pacific College in
Oregon, Warner Southern Christian
Academy and White Chapel Christian
School in Daytona Beach. She attended
Riverside Park Church of God in
Livonia, Michigan for 30 years and
Park Place Church of God in Anderson
for 15 years. While she was a resident
at Four Seasons' Retirement Center she
attended the chapel on-site regularly.
Janice had a deep Christian faith that
was committed to loving God, her family and serving the church. As an avid
gardener, she started two garden clubs
in Plymouth, Michigan and won
numerous awards for her flower gardens.' She was an amazingly fun hostess who enjoyed creating great celebrations. In her travels around the world
and at home, Janice was a beloved storyteller and read to children of allages.
Her spirit was bright and loving, which
drew people of all ages, races and
faiths to her warmth. She had a passion
for music and she loved singing traditional Church of God hymns. In
essence, her enthusiasm and joy in living were unsurpassed. Her husband
Gerald E. Elston of 57 years preceded
her in death, as did her sister Ruth
Davidson and brother, James Bradley.
Survivors include a daughter, Sheryl
Elston and her husband, David
Hamilton of Columbus, IN and son
Mark Elston and his wife Rhonda
Elston of LaCenter, Washington,
grandchildren, Kate and Davy
Hamilton, Aaron and Rachael Elston, a
nephew Nicky Bradley and his wife
Judy Bradley and a beloved niece
Becky Bridges and her husband
Lawrence Bridges of Covington,
Georgia. She had an extended family
including Harold, Doris, Eric and
Kevin Elston, Shirley, Ron and Randy
Vandyne. A memorial celebration service will be held at Park Place Church of
God on Saturday, June 12, 2010 at
2;0OP.M. with Dr. David Markle sharing. There will be a gathering after for
fellowship and story telling about
Janice. Memorial contributions may be
given to Anderson University, Attn:
Development Office, 1100 East Fifth
St, Anderson, IN 46012 or Hospice of
South Central Indiana, 2626 E. 17th St.
Columbus, IN 47201.
E-mail condolences may be sent to
RJFuneralSvc@AOL.com
RozeSle-Johnson Funeral Service is
handling arrangements.

Passed away June 9, 2010 at the age
of 46. Judy is the beloved wife of
Raymond M. Smock. Dearest mother
of Michael Paul Smock and Jonathan
Ryan Smock. Dear daughter of
Joseph (Betty) Signorelii and the late
Beverly LaVoisne. Dear sister of
Lynn Signorelii, Cheryl (Mike)
Signorelli-Watts and Julie Summerfield. Dear ' daughter-in-law of
Raymond and Alice Smock.. Judy
was a resident of Westland, having
grown up in Plymouth and graduating
from Salem High School. She worked
at St. Kenneth Catholic Church doing
many jobs but mostly worked in the
office. She enjoyed her job and also
enjoyed volunteering many hours
around the church to help out with
various events. Her heart especially
went out to seniors, helping them out
with cleaning and laundry when they
were unable to do it. Funeral services took place Saturday, June 12,2010,
11am at St. Kenneth Catholic Church,
Plymouth, followed by burial at
Riverside Cemetery, Plymouth.
Memorials may be made to the
American Cancer Society. Arrangements handled through SchraderHoweli Funeral Home. To share a
special thought or memory visit:
www.schrader-howeli.com

j , JUSTINE FLORENCE
• A»,
MULLETT
Age 76, June 7, 2010 of Garden City,
a graduate of St. Leo High School
and Magna,Cum Laude graduate of
Madonna University. Beloved wife of
Donald. Loving mother of Donald W.
(Wendy), Michele (Wayne) Woodard,
Margaret (Charles) Henry, John
(Diane), Joseph, Marilyn (John)
Estrada and Justine (Ron) Pummill.
Sister of Patrick (Helen) Brown.
Survived by 33 grandchildren and, 6
great-grandchildren. Visitation Wednesday 2-9 pm at R.G. & G.R. Harris
Funeral Home, 31551 Ford Rd.,
Garden City, and 9-9:30 am Thursday
at St. Raphael Catholic Church,
31530 Beechwood, Garden City followed by a funeral mass at 9:30 am.
Please sign the on-line guestbook at:
www.rggrharris.com.
K E N N E T H D. C L A R Y
Age 65, of Jamestown, KY., June 9,
2010. Beloved. husband of Loretta
Clary.
Loving father of Craig
(Christina) Clary and Stacey (Jeff)
Beaudoen. Dear papa of Amanda and
Sean. He was preceded in death by his
parents Ivan and Frances Clary and
his sister Jo Ann Lax. Service is
Tuesday, June 15, 2010, 10:30 AM at
Michigan
Memorial
Park.
Arrangements by Michigan Memorial
Funeral Home, (next to Michigan
Memorial Park) 30895 Huron River
Dr., Huron Twp., (734) 783-2646.
Interment in Michigan Memorial
Park. Memorial contributions may be
made to Habitat for Humanity, Russell
Spring, Kentucky 42642
,ySJLQRRAINE J . B U S H
Age 77, of Farmington Hills, MI,
passed away June 6, 2010.
Arrangements: Thayer-Rock Funeral
Home, Farmington, MI
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PEGGY MACDONELL
TOOMEY

^L^

June 6, 2010, Age 85 of Boca Raton,
Florida formerly of Farmington,
Michigan. Preceded in death by husband Jack Toomey and son Terry
Toomey. Survivors include Linda
(George) Todd of Millis, MA, Paul
Toomey of Coconut Creek, FL., Jayne
Toomey Henderson of Jupiter, FL,
Gregg (Clara) Toomey of Ft. Myers,
FL, Leigh (Paul) Peterson of
Knoxville, TN and Patrick Toomey of
Boca Raton, FL. Eleven grandchildren. Visitation was at O'Brien/
Suilivan Funeral Home, 41555 Grand
River, Novi . (248)
348-1800
Wednesday 6-9 PM. Instate Thursday
10 AM until funeral liturgy at 10:30
AM at St. Gerald Catholic Church,
21300 Farmington Rd., Farmington,
MI. Contributions can be made to Kids
Cancer Foundation, 13833 Wellington
Trace Suite E4-137, Wellington, FL
33414 in memory of Peggy Toomey.
www.kidscancersf.org
(561-371-1298) Online condolences:
www.obriensullivanfuneraihome.com

LOUISE ANNA
(SHOEMAKER)
BAUR-HECK

Passed away on June 4, 2010, at
Hospice House of Cheboygan. Louise
was born on,August 27, 1920, in
Boston Massachusetts to Andrew and
Mary (Stliber) Shoemaker. On June 1,
1940 , she married Andrew Baur, who
preceded her in death in January, 1989.
On TMovember 5, 1994 , she married
Richard Heck, who passed away in
June, 2009. Also preceding her in
death were her parents, her
Alfrieda and husband Charles George?
and several sisters and brothers-in-to
She is survived by her children Dianna
Baur of Winter Park, FL, Marilee
(Bernard) Lillie of Cheboygan, MI,
Karen . (Roger) Richardson of
Longwood, FL, Andrew (Marie) Baur
of Livonia, ML Stepchildren Jean
(John) Baumert of Bloomington, IN,
Nancy Heck of Winnabow, NC, Keith
(Cheryl) Heck of Racine, WI. Also, 15
grandchildren, 21 great grandchildren,
one great, great grandchild, and many
nieces and nephews who all ioved her
dearly. Louise and her family moved to
the Detroit area in the early 1920's
eventually settling in Livonia. She
graduated from Farmington High
School and went on to cosmetology
school. After marrying Andrew they
made their home in Livonia for nearly
50 years where they raised their family. For many years Louise was' a Girl
Scout leader as each of her daughters
went through the ranks. She was also
very active in her church, St Paul 's
Lutheran Church in Farmington, MI.
Louise retired from the Clarenceville
school district where she was a cook
and baker. Louise loved decorating
cakes and usually gave them as gifts to
the lucky family member or friend celebrating a wedding, birthday, confirmation, retirement or any other special
occasion. She loved cooking for company. If she knew what your favorite
pie was she most likely had it made for
you when you arrived for dinner.
Louise also loved gardening. She was
most generous in sharing her bounty,
whether it was her flowers or vegetables. After visiting Louise you would
probably leave with a bag of fresh produce or a jar of fresh packed pickles,
tomatoes, jelly or jam. Along with her
many talents, Louise painted beautiful
flower scenes on pieces of china. Other
hobbies she had included embroidering and knitting. Having her grandchildren around was an important part of
her life, along with visits with all of
her nieces, nephews and extended
family. She loved spending time with
them.as much as. they enjoyed being
with her. She loved traveling. She went
to Europe several times to visit family
and saw a lot of the United States.
After marrying Richard, they spent
half the year in Cheboygan and half in
Cocoa, FL. They also traveled 'to
Europe together to visit relatives on
both sides of their families. A funeral
services were held at Manns-Ferguson
Funeral Home in Livonia, Michigan.
She .will be laid to rest in Glen Eden
Cemetery in Livonia. Luncheon following at Corsi's Banquet Center,
Livonia . Per Louise's wishes, please
send memorials to Cheboygan Hospice
House/Vital Care at 761 Lafayette,
Cheboygan, MI 49721 .

PETER JOSEPH AHRENS

Died peacefully on June 4,
2010. He was born on March
10,1928, in Germantown,
Pennsylvania to Don and
Lucile Ahrens. He attended the
University of Detroit Jesuit High
School, received his undergraduate
degree, with honors, in English
Literature in 1949 from Notre Dame
University, South Bend, IN and an
MBA from Harvard Business School
in Boston, MA. in ,1951. He also
served as a 1st Lieutenant in the
United States Air Force from 19521953. Peter married Margo Anderson
on June 21,1952 while working for the
General Motors Corporation, Motors
Holding Division, as a branch manager andlived in 12 locations across the
United States. From Dallas, Texas they
moved to Madison, when, in 1962, he
established Ahrens Cadillac , and
Oldsmobile in the former Pyramid
Motors on Oilman Street. Shortly
thereafter Peter built the first automobile dealership on the West Beltline
and led a successful business until his
retirement in 2002. His son D.J. continued the dealership until 2004. Peter
was also very involved with the
Madispn business community and
served on the board of directors of the
Chamber of Commerce, the Red
Cross, the YMCA, United Bank, Little
Brothers Home for Troubled Youth,
Wm, F. Buckley's National Review,
Madison Charity Horse Show, Nonprofit , Capital Campaign and
Apostolate to the Handicapped. Peter
was greatly loved and admired by all
who knew him. His hobbies were
many and included golf, WWII
History and international travel. He
was preceded in death by his sister
Gay Byrnes and is survived by his
beloved wife Margo Anderson Ahrens,
brother John JefFery, sisters Sara Jane
Ahrens and Sr. Louise Ahrens, M.M.
He is further survived by his children,
Catherine (Gary) Edge, Peter Martin
Ahrens, Amanda (Bruce) Meier,
Matthew (Deborah) Ahrens, D.J.
Ahrens, Justin Ahrens, Adam Ahrens
and his grandchildren, Matthew
Alexander Ahrens, Austin, Jordan and
Max, Meier, Alexandria and Anna
Ahrens,, as well as 6 step grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.
Peter was active in his Catholic faith
and served as Eucharistic Minister and
Commentator at St. James Church for
many years. His faith was ever present
in his life. A visitation will be held on
Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at the JoyceRyan Funeral Home, 5701 Odana
Road, Madison WI from»3:00 PM to
7:00 PM. Mass of Christian Burial will
be held on Wednesday, June 9, 2010,
at 10:30 AM at St. James Catholic
Church, 1128 St. James Court. Private
burial services will be held at a later
date: In lieu of flowers the family suggests memorials to the following:
Apostolate to the Handicapped, PO
Box 443, Monroe, WI, 53566 or St.
Mary's Hospital Foundation, 700 S.
Park Street, Madison, WI 53715.
Lastly, we would like to express deep
T~~~RABBI MARTIN D.
appreciation to Dr. Patrick McKenna,
GORDON
Michelle and Sr. Sandra Schmite, O.P,
Age 73, of Gloversville, NY died, of the St. Mary's Hospital MICU for
J u n e ' 4 , 2010. Arrangements by their compassionate care of Peter and
Walrath & Stewart Funeral Home, the family, as well as to Shaina of
Gloversville, NY. Visit the online Brightstar Caregivers.
guest book at www.brbsfuneral.com
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HAVE A STORY IDEA?
Contact Editor Sharon Dargay
Voice Mail: (313) 222-8883
E-mail: sdargaf@hometownlife.com
Comment online at hometownlife.com
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Father's Day event raises prostate cancer awareness
BY SHARON DARGAY
OSE STAFF WRITER

John Miles of Plymouth
had no history of prostate
cancer in' his family.
But when a friend at work
mentioned that his own
father died from the disease,
Miles, 57, decided to it was
time to get serious about
early detection.
"He told me, 'you'd better.
get checked,'" Miles recalled.
"So I did."
A rectal exam and Prostate
Specific Antigen (PSA) blood
test led to a biopsy, an ultra-*
sound and finally surgery
two months ago. Roboticassisted minimally invasive
surgery at the Michigan
Urology Institute removed
the gland, which had been
diagnosed with a "stage two"
cancer.
Although recovery has
been painful at times, Miles
says he's glad he underwent
the procedure. He urges
qther'men to follow through
with health exams and
screening.
"Because it runs in the
family I told my brothers to
get checked," he said, adding that his 16-year-old son
understands the importance
of early detection.
Increasing awareness of
prostrate cancer is exactly
why the Michigan Urology
Institute is sponsoring the
second annual Run for the
Ribbon, a 5K run/walk on
Father's Day, at the Detroit
Zoo.
;
"For us, the most touching
thing is to see our patients
there... to see fathers with
sons and families celebrating Father's Day. One of our
catch lines is 'Do it for Dad,'"
said Dr. Michael Lutz, a
urologist with the Institute

who primarily works out of
Beaumont Hospital's West
Bloomfield office.
"The first annual run was a
huge success," he said, adding
that the practice partnered
with the Prostate Conditions
Education Council in demonstrating the need for education, research and awareness.
Last year's event drew more
than 200 participants, making it the largest of 11 Prostate
Awareness and Cancer
Education (PACE) races held
that year, Lutz said.
"We hope to have over 5,000
runners this year."

MFORMilBON
•Night on the Townsend: 7p.m.
Friday, June 18, at the.Townsend
Hotel, 100 Townsend Street,
between Pierce and Henrietta,
three blocks south of Maple,
in downtown Birmingham. The
event features fine wine, food,
a charity auction and music
by Alexander Zonjic. Murray
Feldman of WJBK Fox 2 is master
of ceremonies. Tickets are $125
and $250.

THE DISEASE

Prostate cancer is cancer
that grows in prostate gland,
a small, walnut-sized structure that makes up part of a
man's reproductive system.
Although the cause of prostate cancer is unknown, some
studies suggest that a high fat
diet, as well as genetic factors, may play a role.
Men at higher risk include
African-America men older
than 60, farmers, tire plant
workers, painters, and men
exposed to cadmium. The
lowest number of cases
occurs in Japanese vegetarians, according to the
Michigan Urology Institute
Website.
"There's no question that
if you follow a heart-healthy
diet, you're following a prostate-healthy diet," Lutz said.
"A diet that's low in dairy
fat and meat fat, that has a
reasonable amount of cruciferous-type vegetables, a
lycopene-rich diet, vitamin
D — those are things that are""
healthy for the prostate."
Prostate cancer is the most
common non-skin cancer
in the United States. -It's the
second leading cause of death

The crowd applauds for participants in the first annual Run for the Ribbon last year. The second annual event will be
held June 20, at the Detroit Zoo.
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The Michigan Institute of Urology's Run for the Ribbon raises awareness and
funds for prostate cancer research.

from cancer among men and
the most common cause of
death from cancer in men ,
over age 75. Lutz said more *

than 200,000 men will be
diagnosed with the disease in
the U.S. this year. Although
that's higher than in previ-

ous years, the mortality
rate of prostate cancer has
dropped as early detection
has increased.
Screening includes rectal
exams and a PSA test that
pinpoints the amount of prostate-specific antigens in the
body. The antigens are proteins produced by cells of the
prostate gland.
The PSA test is aimed at
all men age 50 and older and
men at risk for the disease
who are age 40 and older. ,
An abnormal PSA count may
lead to a prostate biopsy or
imaging test.
"Early detection truly does
help save lives," Lutz said.
"What we haven't figured out
yet is how we can prevent
prostate cancer in the first
place."

Run for the Ribbon: 6:30 a.m.
registration,. 8 a.m.-noon event,
Sunday, June 20, at the Detroit
Zoo, located on Ten Mile (1-696
service drive) at Woodward
Ave., in Royal Oak. Free parking,
awards, commemorative T-shirts
and medals for all finishers,
live entertainment, raffle and
free entry to the Detroit Zoo for
anyone registered to run or walk
in the event. All participants will
receive a blue ribbon honoring
individuals with prostate cancer.
Survivors will be given a hat.'
Early registration fee is $25 for
adults and $15 for children; raceday fees are $30 for adults and
$20 for children.
Proceeds: Both events benefit
prostate cancer awareness, education, treatment and research
in Southeastern Michigan. The
Michigan Urology Institute
in partnership with Prostate
Conditions Education Council and
PACERace Series have partnered
to present both events.
Contact: (586) 4434272 or e-mail to info®
MIURunForTheRibbon.org. Or visit
www.MIURunForTheRibbon.org.
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