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Trash and recycling collection
will not be affected by the New
Year's holiday due to New Year's
Eve falling on a Friday.

City offices, including City
Hajl, the Friendship Center and
the Dorsey Center will be closed
Thursday, Dec. 30. through
Sunday. Jan. 2. The William P.
Faust Public Library also will be
closed for the four-day weekend.
Emergency services will be unaf-
fected.

The Bailey Recreation Center
will be open 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Sunday-Thursday, Dec. 26-29, and
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 31.

Westland
BY LEANNE ROGERS

, OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Completely renovating a dilapidated
house and providing a home for a local
family is a big project, but that's just the
tip of the iceberg for a project sponsored
by a local church.

Westland-based Ekklesia wants to
provide a home to a local family, but
also have a spiritual impact on the fam-
ily that receives the home and those
who participate in the remodeling. The
church is sponsoring a program called
Life Remodeled, which has the slogan
"Remodeling lives, one femily at a time..."

"It's a far more holistic program. The
more we make relationships with people,
it leads to fruit and good things for every-
body," said Chris Lambert, an EkHesia
pastor. "We're not going to shove stuff

down their throats. We love people and we
show it and live it in tangible ways."

Ekklesia is working to obtain a blighted
vacant home in Norwayne from the city of
Westland. The home would be gutted and
the church has three general contractors
who would work with volunteers to totally
renovate the home within seven days,
working around the clock.

"It's heart-warming. Here is a local
grass-roots group that is making a huge
commitment to make abig impact in
a community," Westland Community
Development Director Joanne Inglis said.
"That it is in Norwayne makes it even
more endearing. Alot of groups want
to do a project, but not in Norwayne.
Ekklesia has selected Norwayne as the
community to work in and I think it's
wonderful."

In her meetings with Lambert, Inglis

said she suggested Ekklesia look at
Habitat for Humanity's model when it
comes to selecting a family for its home
program.

"There is an obvious need in Norwayne.
Westland is the city we are called to and
we want to be involved in the immedi-
ate community," said Lambert, whose
congregation has services at Westland
John Glenn High School. "We'll have a
very intense screening process. We want
continued movement — if the first one
fails, we won't do a second one. We will
do all we can to make this a tremendous
success."

Ekklesia wouldn't have a mortgage on
the home, Lambert said, but a monthly
payment would be required from the new
homeowner.

"They would pay it forward and contrib-
ute to future homes. It would not be a loan

m homes
— it's a financial obligation," Lambert
said. "It's meant to bless them. It's so they
can take responsibility for the house —
they can't sell it or mortgage it. There will
be a very intense screening process."

Ekklesia would provide financial coun-
seling and support for the prospective new
homeowner, but also would provide addi-
tional counseling on family dynamics, if
the family is willing. That doesn't mean
anyone is excluded from participating in
the program.

Lambert is hoping to have a Norwayne
propertyacquiredfromtheeityby
January. The house would be gutted and
volunteers would begin reconstruction
April 25. .

For more on the Ekklesia home pro-
gram^ visit LifeRemodeled.com.
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The City of Westland will be
expanding its Mission: Green ini-
tiative to include Christmas tree
recycling. Space will be provided
for City of Westiand residents
to drop off their Christmas
tree at the City of Westland
Recycling Center at the rear of
the Department of Public Service
Buiiding at 37137 Marquette, east
of Newburgh.

Trees may be dropped off dur-
ing regular operating hours - 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday.
The center is closed on Sunday.
The dates for drop-off for the
2010-2011 holiday season are
Jan. 4-17. Trees should be free of
lighting, tinsel and other decora-
tions. A designated and signed
area will be provided for drop-off
within the recycling center. All
trees received will be chipped
and will be recycled for use at
the City of Westiand Community
Garden and other locations.

Christmas trees will continue
to be picked up curbside for resi-
dents unable to drop their tree
off at the recycling center; how-
ever, they will not be recycled.

."We hope that our residents
will utilize this free service to
heip keep our city eco-friendiy,"
said Mayor William Wild.

Westland residents stiil have
an opportunity to get a second
96-gallon cart for curbside
recycling. "I would guess that
we stiii have around 500 carts
left, so about half of them are
gone," said Department of Public
Services Director Kevin Buford.

The carts are available on a
first come, first serve basis from
DPS until the supply is exhaust-
ed. The carts were left over
after the city completed the first
phase of curbside recycling. That
program provided the wheeled
carts to single family homes for
bi-weekly curbside collection.

City officials haven't decided
how to handle the recycling pro-
gram for multiple family devel-
opments such as apartments
and mobile home parks.

"One of the biggest questions
that we get is about how they
count the points. It's route-
based," said Buford, adding the
additional recycling carts will be
counted and added to the total
used to earn RecydeBank points.

"I'm happy-it helps us out
and it helps them (residents) at
the same time," said Buford, who
expected second cart requests
would slow down until spring.

For more information, call DPS
at (734) 728-1770.
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Meg lafrate fills a tray with more cupcakes.
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Cupcake shop
savors sweet smell

of success

BY KAREN SMITH
STAFF WRITER

Pam Turkin didn't plan to open a retail cupcake shop.
But one day, while baking gourmet cupcakes to sell

wholesale to small markets, she found an "open" sign
left behind by the previous tenants of the Livonia build-
ing where she was working and stuck it in the window.

"People just came in," she said, adding she sold 42
cupcakes at $2 a piece that first day, Jan. II, 2009.

Nearly two years later, Turkin and her husband, Todd,
of Farmington Hills have five retail stores: Livonia,
Canton, Novi (in Twelve baks Mall near Nordstroms),
Royal Oak and Ann Arbor.

Please see CUPCAKES, A2

Holiday designs by Just Baked.
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Home Delivery:
(866) 887-2737

Return Address:
41304 Concept Dr.

Plymouth MI
48170
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School board gives OK for 3
administrative appointments

BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The Wayne-Westland
Community Schools has filled
^hree of four administrative
positions with the school
board's approval of appoint-
ments of assistant principals
&t John Glenn and Wayne
Memorial High Schools and
principal at Stevenson Middle
School.

The board approved
Superintendent Greg Baracy's
recommendations that Denise
Bateson and Jessica Schulz
fill the positions at Glenn and
Wayne Memorial, respectively,
and that Christopher Johnson
be hired to head up the
Stevenson staff as of Jan. 3.

Bateson has been with the
district since 1992 and has
taught mathematics at both
high schools as well as in the
Tinkham alternative program.
She started her teaching •
career in 1989 as a substitute
teacher in the Willow Run
Community Schools.

A Dearborn resident,
she has a bachelor of arts
degree from Michigan State
University, a master of arts
degree from Eastern Michigan
University and an educa-
tional specialist degree from
Oakland University. She was
the Wayne-Westland Family
YMCA Teacher of the Year
in 1999, named Heartbeat of
Wayne High in 1997 and nom-
inated for EMU's Exceptional
Educator award in 2005 and
2006.

"I've been with this district
for 18 years and I plan to spend

the rest of my work life here,"
Bateson said. "I plan to work
very hard."

Also a Dearborn resi-
dent, Schulz was a teaching
assistant at Michigan State
University and a substitute
teacher in the Ferndale Public
Schools before joining Wayne-
Westland in 2004. She also
has taught at both high schools
and Tinkham as well as
Adams Middle School.

She has a bachelor of
arts degree from Michigan
State University, a master
of science degree from Nova
Southeastern University and
an educational specialist
degree from OU.

"Thank you for this tremen-
dous opportunity," Schulz told
the school board. "It's very
nice, thank you very much."

Johnson, a Canton resident,
is a newcomer to the district.
He has worked as a teacher in
the Walled Lake Consolidated
Schools and as an assistant
principal in the Dearborn
Heights District 7 and the Ann
Arbor Public Schools.

He has a bachelor of sci-
ence degree from Central
Michigan University, a master
of arts degree from Marygrove
College and a master of arts
degree from Grand Canyon
University.

'You can't believe how excit-
ed I am to start in this posi-
tion, I only wish I didn't have
to wait until Jan. 3," Johnson
said. "I'm looking forward to
working with the students, the
staff and the parents."
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