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Our website, Hometownlife. 
c o m , just started a new con
test for Tony Bennett tickets 
at the Fox Theatre. Two lucky 
winners will get a pair of .tick
ets to the Aug. 24 show. Our 
Facebook followers can enter 
once a day and invite their 
friends to enter the contest 
for extra entries. Every time a 
person you invite enters, you 
get another chance to win! 

Just go to Hometownlife. 
com and click on the photo 
of Tony Bennett in our Don't 
Miss module to enter (which 
is located on the right side 
of our homepage.) The dead
line to enter is midnight, 
Thursday, Aug. 18. 

Big Lots Chairman and CEO 
Steve Fishman and Senior 
Vice President of Marketing 
Rob Claxton will be at the Bigs 
Lots store in Livonia Friday 
to present Wayne Memorial 
High School with a check for 
more than $20,000, after 
the school's video about its 
music program won the grand 
prize in Big Lots fourth annu
al Lots2Give video contest. 

Wayne Memorial was 
among 35 winning schools 
from across the country in 
the contest. Big Lots asked 
participating schools to sub
mit a short video and brief 
essay explaining why their 
need for financial support. 

Along with the Lots2Give 
video contest, Big Lots c o l 
lected in-store donations to 
help the 206 schools enrolled 
in the Lots2Give program. 
From April 25 through July 
4, Big Lots customers were 
invited to make $1 or $5 dona
tions at participating stores. . 
Due to the generosity of the 
public, this initiative raised 
more than $130,000 for the 
schools. 

In conjunction with the 
Lots2Give program, Big Lots 
will acknowledge the efforts 
of educators by hosting an 
in-store Teacher Appreciation 
Day event Saturday, Aug. 13. 
All educators with a valid 
school identification card will 
receive 10 percent off their 
entire purchase. 

The popular Plymouth/ 
Westiand Grange Quilt Show 
will be taking place at a new 
location this year. 

The annual quilt display, 
with vendors, classes, food 
and door prizes, is scheduled 
for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 20, at St. John Lutheran 
School, 2602 S, Wayne Road, 
Westiand. Parking is off of 
Glenwood behind the school 
and beside the church. 
Donations will be accepted at 
the door. 

Leora Smith, show coordi
nator, said quilted items of alt 
types, including clothes, can 
be entered. 

The items can be delivered 
to the school , 10 a.m. t o 4 
p.m. Friday, Aug. 19. There 
will be a 'People's Choice' 
award'given at the end of the 
show on Saturday. 

For more information, call 
Smith at (734) 398-5190. 
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"We hope that the stretch between Venoy and Wayne Road -CREG BARACY, 
will be completed before school starts, it looks close." superintendent 

A string of orange barrels and black pipes line Glenwood by Schweitzer Elementary School. With the start of 
school about a month off, it's clear school officials will use an alternate plan to get students to school. 

Glenwood road rebuilding 
enters 'challenging' phase 

B Y SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school 
officials see the installation 
of curbs along Glenwood east 
of Wayne Road as a good sign 
that that portion of the three-
mile road work will be com
pleted by next month. 

"We hope that the stretch 
between Venoy and Wayne 
Road will be completed before 
school starts, it looks close," 
said Superintendent Greg 
Baracy. 

Glenwood is being com
pletely rebuilt between Venoy 
and Newburgh. The work 
includes the installation of 
a 24-inch water main by the 
Detroit Water and Sewer 
Department. 

"It's coming along, they've 
started putting in the curb 
and gutters and should 
start putting down asphalt 
in the next few weeks," said 
Westiand Department of 
"FubEc'Servicei Director" 
Kevin Buford. "This three-
mile stretch was a compli
cated project and then they 
threw in a 24-inch water 
main." 

Traffic on Glenwood has 
been limited to one way 
since April and there have 
been intermittent lane clo
sures. Buford has met peri
odically with Wayne and 
Westiand city officials as 
well as representatives of the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools as the work has pro
gressed. And with a mutual 

aid agreement, the Wayne 
and Westiand police and fire 
departments have covered for 
each other in the area. 

"It's been a great coopera
tive program," Buford said. 

The cities were able to get 
a federal grant to cover more 
than 81 percent of the cost. 
They were going to share the 
remaining 18 percent, but that 
is being paid for by the Detroit 
Water and Sewer Department 
so it could do the water main 
work at the same time. 

"The mile left to com
plete from Wayne. Road to 
Newburgh is the most chal
lenging portion of the proj
ect," said Buford. "Workers 
will be boring under Wayne 

Please see ROADWORK, A2 

RESA taps 
Weaver for 
W-W board 

B Y B R A D K A D R I C H 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Former Wayne-Westland 
Board of Education President 
Fred Weaver thinks the dis
trict he used to lead "faces 
more challenges than there 
have ever been" and believes 
his eight years of experience, 
including three straight years 
as president, makes him the 
right choice to fill an open 
spot on the board. 

The five-member Wayne 
Regional Educational Services 
Agency board agreed with 
him Wednesday, plucking 
Weaver from among a field of 
six candidates to fill a vacancy 
created by the resignation of 
William Gabriel. 

Weaver, who served eight 
years on the board before 
resigning in 2008 after tak
ing a position with a church 
in Midland, was obviously 
pleased to be the choice 
to serve the remainder of 
Gabriel's term, which expires 
June 30. 

"I'm excited about the 
opportunity given to me to 
again work with (Supt.) Greg 
Baracy and the other board 
members to move our district 
forward," Weaver said after 
the decision was announced. 

Weaver beat out five other 
candidates: Scott Davis, gen
eral manager at Value City 
Furniture making his fourth 

Please see BOARD, A2 

Former board president Fred Weaver was chosen by the Wayne RESA 
board to fill the Wayne-Westland Board of Education vacancy. 

Cover letter to address technology costs in U-verse agreement 
B Y S U E M A S O N 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

U-verse subscribers will 
have to wait a bit longer to see 
WLND programming. 

Westiand Mayor William 
Wild has told the council 
that he and City Clerk Eileen 
DeHart Schoof will not 
sign an contract with AT&T 
until he brings a cover letter 
addressing additional costs 
for upgrades during the three-

year agreement. 
The council had approved 

the contract in May in which 
the city will pay more than 
$8,218 annually for a high
speed Internet connection 
which will allow council meet
ings and other WLND pro
grams to be viewed on AT&T's 
U-verse system. It included an 
amendment that any future 
costs in necessary upgrades in 
hardware and software caused 
by changes or upgrades in 

AT&T broadcast procedures, 
maintenance, or practices be 
included in that $8,218 charge 
during the three-year contract. 

"AT&T will not change the 
language in the contact, so 
they're doing something in a 
cover letter," Mayor William 
Wild said. "I think it will sat
isfy what you wanted to do." 

Wild added that he plans to 
present the cover letter to the 
council at its next meeting and 
let the members decide if they 

want the administration to go 
ahead and sign the agreement. 

"If you want to tell us to go 
ahead and sign, we will do 
that," Wild said. 

The three-year service 
agreement was narrowly 
approved by the council on a 
4-3 vote, and included a cap 
on the expenditure at $8,218 
per year. Council members 
Christine Bryant, Adam 
Hammons, Meriem Kadi and 
Michael Kehrer supported 

the measure, while Council 
President James Godbout and 
Councilmen Bill Johnson and 
Dewey Reeves opposed it. 

According to Deputy Mayor 
Jade Smith, AT&T declined to 
modify the contract to account 
for the amendment because 
the document is one that the 
company uses nationally. 

"AT&T wasn't willing to 
negotiate the language, but it 

Please see LETTER, A2 

Belleville woman gets probation in teen's death 
B Y S U E M A S O N 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Belleville woman has been 
sentenced to probation for 
interfering with a police inves
tigation in the death of Carlee 
Morse. 

On Tuesday, Aug. 8, Wayne 
County Circuit Judge Ulysses 
Boykin sentenced Tina Marie 
Lowe, 49, to two years proba
tion and ordered her to pay 
$783 in fees and court costs. 
Lowe had been charged with 
accessory after the fact to a 
felony and interfering with a 

police investigation related to 
disappearance of the Westiand 
teenager, but the accessory 
charge was dropped as part of 
a plea deal. 

Lowe is the mother of 
Nicholas Cottrell, who has 
already pleaded guilty to 
helping murder the Westiand 
teen. She was accused to try
ing to get a witness not to talk 
to police. The witness had 
provided information that led 
police to Cottrell and Justin 
Yoshikawa, both of whom 
knew Morse, whose body 
hasn't been located. 

Cottrell pleaded guilty to 
second-degree murder and is 
serving 25-50 years in prison. 
He is currently housed at the 
Saginaw Correctional Facility 
with his earliest possible 
release date in 2035. 

Part of Cottrell's plea 
agreement was that he tes
tify against Yoshikawa, who 
has been charged with first-
degree murder. In his testi
mony in 18th District Court, 
Cottrell described Yoshikawa 
as having planned and car-

Please see SENTENCE, A2 
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Wayne RESA board members James Beri, James Petrie and Kenneth Berlin question Fred Weaver during interviews 
for the vacancy on the Wayne-Westland school board. 

SENTENCE 
FROM PAGE Al 

ried out a plan to strangle the 
16-year-old Morse, his former 
girlfriend. 

Morse was reported missing 
after she disappeared shortly 
after midnight Aug. 2 0 , 2 0 1 0 . 
The teen's family and friends 
searched for her, but the police 

LETTE1 
FROM PAGE A1 

was receptive to a cover letter," 
said Smith. "The mayor was 
not inclined to sign the agree
ment as is, so he is bringing 
the cover letter to council for 
its approval." 

Due to the different tech
nology used by U-verse, a 
digital encoder was required 
to convert the programming, 
which would be transmitted 
along a dedicated high-speed 
Internet connection. Cable 

ROADWORK 
FROM PAGE Al 

Road, a pipe for a county creek 
and the railroad tracks to 
install the water line." 

Wayne-Westland has two 
schools along Glenwood 
impacted by the project. 
Wayne Memorial High 
School is on the Wayne side of 
Glenwood east of Wayne Road, 
while Schweitzer Elementary 
is on the Westland side at 

investigation and statements 
from the defendants were that 
Morse was killed shortly after 
leaving her apartment to take 
a ride with Cottrell. 

Both men told police 
similar stories about Cottrell 
inviting Morse to take a ride 
and smoke marijuana while 
Yoshikawa hid in the back 
seat. Yoshikawa and Cottrell 
told police that they smoked 
marijuana, then drove 

providers WOW! and Comcast 
don't require any conversion to 
broadcast the local program
ming. 

Local U-verse subscribers 
have complained for several 
years about the lack of local 
programming even though 
they pay local franchise 
fees along with the Public 
Education Government or 
PEG fees, the latter designated 
to pay for local channels like 
WLND. 

While a majority of the 
council favored the agreement, 
Godbout saw it as "a bad deal 
for the city." He had estimated 

Treadwell, west of Wayne 
Road. 

Baracy said school buses 
are already running alterna
tive routes because of the road 
work and parents affected 
by it will be notified by 
ListServe. 

"Right now the one lane is 
westbound, so whatever the 
flow of the traffic is that's how 
buses will come in and exit," 
he said. 

Schweitzer is getting a bus 
loop as part of the project. The 
first base course was put down 

around aimlessly before 
placing Morse's body in a 
Dumpster outside a church. 
Her body has not been locat
ed. 

A jury trial for Yoshikawa 
had been scheduled for July 
1 3 , but has been adjourned 
until Oct. 3 . Yoshikawa has " 
been jailed since his arrested 
in December 2 0 1 0 . 

sm3Son@hometownlife.com ((313) 222-6751 

the city would pay back about 
$ 2 5 , 0 0 0 of its PEG fees to 
AT&T which would provide 
the WLND programming and 
not the education and local 
access channels that are also 
provided by the cable provid
ers. 

"We're paying to make them 
competitive and I've got a 
problem with that," he had 
said at the time. 

Smith believes that the 
council will approve the cover 
letter, clearing the way for the 
agreement to be signed. 

smason8hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6751 

when the roadwork was moved 
up a year. It will be finished 
when the final course is put on 
that stretch of Glenwood. 

"We'll be able to utilize it all 
next year," Baracy said. "There 
will be some program incon
venience, but it will be great 
when it's done." 

The work is scheduled to be 
completed by November. 

"This was the right thing to 
do, Glenwood was in terrible 
shape," said Buford. 

smason@hometownlife.com j (313) 222-6751 
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FROM PAGE At 

try to get on the board; for
mer board member Jeffrey 
Hayton; management con
sultant Bhagwan Dashairya, 
stay-at-home mom Michelle 
Sample; and Kevin Headrick, 
a manager in the Providence 
Hospital system. 

Virginia Shroat, senior 
director ofbusiness planning 
and analysis at R.L. Polk & Co. 
in Southfield, withdrew her 
name from consideration. 

Wayne RESA board mem
bers were forced to make the 
appointment after the Wayne-
Westland board couldn't muster 
four votes for Davis, who had 
tried three other times — for a 
vacancy in February, in the May 
election and for the failed vote 
for this vacancy. When the W-W 
board couldn't agree within 3 0 
days of Gabriels resignation, 
responsibility for the choice fell 
to the RESA board. 

And members weren't happy 
about it. 

"It would be our wish not 
to be put in this position," 
RESA board President Mary 
Blackmon said, a sentiment 
echoed by other board mem
bers. "But it's a decision that 
has been thrust upon us, and 
it's a decision we will make." 

Among the challenges Weaver 
said the district faces are the 
school aid fund — "Everyone 
has been forced to live within 
their means," he said — and 
increasing test scores. 

But more than once during 
his interview, Weaver alluded 
to discord among the six cur
rent board members, and said 
the board must come together 
to work with Baracy to over
come those challenges. 

"I'd like to see cohesive-
ness on the board," Weaver 
said. "I have no use for board 
members who have any agenda 
other than the children of this 
district. We have to make sure 
the mission of the district is 
constantly before us, and that 
we're working toward that 
mission." 

RESA board members felt 
like Weaver's candor about 

the issues facing the Wayne-
Westland board, plus his previ
ous experience on that board, 
made him the obvious choice. 

"It was his experience, and 
the judgment he'd displayed 
over the years," said board 
member James Petrie. "I 
thought he was a little more 
candid about some of the 
issues that are dividing the 
board. He was more candid 
about how those were going to 
need to be addressed. 

"There were other people 
there who were honest, forth
right and caring individuals 
there," Petrie added. "I hope 
they don't drift away... they 
can be valuable assets to that 
district." 

Wayne-Westland board 
member Cindy Schofield said 
the choice ofWeaver was the 
right one. 

"I think he'll be able to jump 
right into the decisions and the 
role," Schofield said. "There 
won't be a large learning curve 
for him. These are positives for 
the district." 
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"...my sister had 
a wonderful 

Four Seasons 
nurse who has 

become a 
personal friend..." 

Michael Goree with his sister 
Winifred Drumright 

Michael Goree and his family became 

involved with the care of their sister, 

Winifred Drumright, when she suffered 

loss of oxygen to the brain during a 

medical procedure. Thanks to Four 

Seasons, Winifred returned home and 

continued progress with supplemental 

care from Residential Home Health, an 

agency specializing in treating neuro

muscular diseases, Parkinson's A L S . 

multiple sclerosis, MD , and stroke. 

"Winifred's Four Seasons nurse was a 

wealth of information and gave us great 

caregiving tips. We're so grateful to 

the people there," said Michael Goree. 

"Residential Home Health kept the 

regimen g o i n g — the same bed time, 

feeding time, medicine schedule. They 

showed us how to care for her, 

to keep her healthy," 
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Students travel world without leaving studio 
BY DARRELLCLEM 

. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Canton artist Sharon Lee 
Dillenbeck has taken 400 area 
students on a summer journey 
around the world to places such 
as the Taj Mahal, the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa, the Eiffel Tower 
and the Egyptian pyramids. 

They've dabbled in cultures 
of Russia, Australia, Greece, 

. India and Africa. 
And they did it without leav

ing Dillenbeck's D&M Art 
Studio, 8691N. Lilley near Joy 
Road, where they have painted, 
drawn and used materials such 
as clay and plaster gauze to 
create art — all part of sum
mer art camps celebrating 
one theme, "The Face of the 
Nations." 

Dillenbeck, marking her 25th 
year in business, adapted this 
year's summer arts program 
to reflect Canton's burgeoning 
cultural influences. 

"This year we wanted to 
encompass diversity," said 
Dillenbeck, vice chair of 
the Canton Commission for 
Culture, Arts and Heritage. 

Dillenbeck and her part-
time art instructors — Shirley 
Moore, Bethany Grysko and 
Kyla Suchy — are teaching age-
appropriate, one-week classes 
for budding artists, ages 6 to 
16, who are spending three 
hours a day creating their own 
art and their own portfolios. 

ALL AROUND TOWN 
The youngsters come from 

communities such as Canton, 
Plymouth, Westland, Redford, 
Livonia, Northville and Garden 
City. Each participant will 
choose one piece of art to 
feature in a free, open house 
set for noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 29 
through Sept. 1 and noon to 
5 p.m. Sept. 2-3 at D&M Art 
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Sisters Rachel and Dani Pfannes are six-year veterans of artist Sharon Lee 
Dillenbeck's summer arts camp. 

Studio.-
The young artists also have 

contributed to a large mural 
inside the studio that encom
passes-the places and land
marks featured in "The Face of 
the Nations." 

"We make sure we cover 
every part of the world," Grysko 
said. 

In one camp, 13-year-old 
Sarah Sebastian of Westland 
and her classmates used clay 
to make pots they decorated 
with Native American art. She 
enjoys the camp. 

"You get to express yourself 
in your own way," she said. 

Canton sisters Rachel and 
Dani Pfannes have attended 
Dillenbeck's summer arts camp 
for six years. 

"It's a lot of fun." Rachel, 12, 
said. "We got to make papier 
mache masks, and that was fun 
to do." 

"Everybody here is so nice," 
Dani, 11, said. 

Every young artist receives a 
medal, a certificate of comple
tion, art supplies — and the 
confidence to continue express-
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Call, click, scan, or visit: 
(800) 642-0039 
flagstar.com 
Download a QR reader 

to apply for free checking. 

Checking | Savings | Personal Loans | Mortgage 

1.25% A P Y * Smart Savings 
Available when you open a qualifying 
checking account at Flagstar. 

Bethany GrysKo explains the next 
project to the class - stylized letters 
t f , j t spell their names. 

ing themselves artistically. 

LIFE'S JOY -
It's away Dillenbeck, a long

time artist who studied at the 
Art Institute of Pittsburgh, can 

Clay instructor Shirley Moore works 
with student Santino Colangelo. 

contribute to a profession that 
has brought joy to her life. 

"It's my passion," she said, sit
ting in her studio, and although 
she is a gifted artist herself, 
"my gift is that I can teach art. 
I'm now teaching the kids of 

the kids I used to teach." 
Dillenbeck has two daugh

ters of her own — Kristen 
Dillenbeck Anderson, 28, a 
financial planner in New York, 
and Erin Leigh Dillenbeck, 
26, a Wayne-based graphics 
designer specializing in tat
toos. Sharon Dillenbeck has 
been married for 2 9 years to 
husband Larry, an insurance 
industry professional. 

Her last summer camp of 
the season occurs Friday, Aug. 
19. That leaves time to prepare 
for the open house — an event 
that allows her summer stu
dents to choose their best work 
for public display. 

"They all have an inner 
artist," Dillenbeck said. "We 
respect that." 

For more on Dillenbeck's business, 
visit www.dmartstudio.com or call 
(734)453-3710 

dclemihometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238 

E n t i r e S t o c k o f 

C h i l d r e n ' s S h o e s 
(Not Valid With Previous Purchasi 

Stride Rite • New Balance • Skechers & Jumping Jacks! 
Huge Selection of Name Brand Footwear 

^¾¾^ Quality, Fit & Selection 

29522 Ford Road (1/2 Block W. of Middlebelt) Garden City 
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10am-8pm; Tues. & Wed. 10am-6pm; Sat. 9:30am-6pm 

734-422-1771 OE08748566 

When you choose Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools for your children, 
you're increasing their odds for 
success - exponentially. With district-
wide program expansions, curriculum 
enhancements and a synergistic 
classroom approach, a Wayne-Westland 
education creates unlimited potential. 

• District-wide All-Day Kindergarten 
8 World languages offered beginning 

at the elementary level 
• Gifted classrooms and Advanced 

Placement Courses available 
• Online course options 
• Featured on WXYZ's "Best Schools 

in Michigan" 
• Recipient of 14 Golden Apple Awards 

and two Michigan Blue Ribbon 
Exemplary School Awards 

• State-of-the-art facilities 
and technology 

• Life skills character traits taught 
in elementary school 

Call today for more information. 

Wayne* 
C O M M U N I T Y S C H O O L S 

" N o t available for business or p u b l i c units. 1.25% A n n u a l Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 7/18/2011 a n d is guaranteed for " 
fourmonthsafteraccountopening.The1.2S%Tateisguaranteedonbalancesupto3iidincluclingS250,000.Balancesover$250,000 • 
w i l l e a m . t h e t h e n c u r r e n t p o s t e d L o y a l t y S a v i n g s r a t e . A f t e r p r o m o t i o n a -
Loyalty Savings a c c o u n t Fees c o u l d reduce earnings. Available only o n n e w Smart Savings accounts o p e n e d in c o n j u n c t i o n with this 
offer. Funds may n o t currently be on deposit w i t h Flagstar Bank. C u s t o m e r must maintain a primary cheeking account relationship 
at Flagstar Bank/Conditions a n d restrictions apply. Offer subject to c h a n g e or cancellation at any time without notice. M i n i m u m 
a m o u n t t o o p e n : $50. Limit o n e account per customer. 

http://hometownlife.com
http://hometownlife.com
http://flagstar.com
http://www.dmartstudio.com
http://dclemihometownlife.com
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Pay it forward: Man hopes good deeds are passed on 
BY KEN ABRAMCZYK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

James Beck- just wanted to 
do something good. 

On April 1, he gave away 
his possessions, paeked up his 
car and left his home in Santa 
Monica, Calif. 

Beck began a journey to help 
others with hopes that those 
he assists will "pay it forward" 
and do the same. Beck visited 
Livonia, his stop in Michigan, 
the 20th state in his quest to 
help others in all 50 states. 

On Wednesday, Beck sorted 
T-shirts for the Livonia Senior 
Olympics. On Thursday, he 
visited a nursing home. On 
Friday, he helped clean out a 
garage at a home in Garden 
City, then on Saturday, helped 
move items out of a home in 
Dearborn Heights to get it 
ready to sell. 

Beck left a life of his mate
rial goods behind with hopes 
of finding more fulfillment in 
his life through good deeds. 

BECK'S LIFE IN CALIFORNIA 
Beck worked as a produc

tion assistant on the TV 
sitcom Men Are from Mars 

Women are from Venus, 
served tables at Gladstones 
Malibu and worked as a mas
seur at Burke Williams Day 
Spa in Santa Monica, then 
worked on the show American 
Gladiators and four seasons 
of The Biggest Loser. In 2 0 1 0 , 
he managed Jade Healing 
Retreat, a surgical recovery-
facility that worked with 
top plastic and orthopedic 
surgeons in Beverly Hills, 
including the clinical chief of 
plastic surgery at Cedars Sinai 
Medical Center and several 
doctors. 

That life didn't make him 
happy, Beck said. He felt 
like he was trying to connect 
to others through material 
things, like the seven pairs 
of sunglasses he owned, even 
at times exhibiting traits of a 
hoarder, he said. 

So this year the 36-year-old 
masseur decided to dedicate 

Karl Peters, recreation supervisor at the Livonia Senior Center, (left) talks with James Beck during Beck's visit to 
the center on Wednesday. - -

his life through 2011 and 2012 
to serfbliss, a pay-it-forward 
social experiment where he 
spends three days with a fam
ily to help others. 

He acknowledges that some 
of his relatives didn't like his 
decision to walk away from 
his job and give up his posses
sions. "My dad didn't quite get 
it," Beck said. "He was scared 
about my safety, and my uncle 
was opposed to it." 

But his journey is recon
necting him to old friends and 
relatives of his friends, too. 
His Livonia hosts, Mary and 
Bill Cook, have known him for 
1 0 years through their son, Jai, 
who lives in California. 

GIVING AWAY POSSESSIONS 
The Cooks were out visiting 

Jai and daughter Heather in 
March. Beck sub-let his apart
ment to Mary and Bill Cook 
and lived elsewhere. 

- "At this point, we know 
nothing about James' serfbliss" 

plans," Rose Cook said. "We 
arrive in Santa Monica, walk 
into James' apartment, and 
the first thing I see is a 4 0 -by-
40-inch oil painting of a monk 
walking with a child. I see it as 
the teacher, Buddha, mentor
ing a child." 

Cook fell in love with the 
painting, then son Jai tells her 
about serfbliss. Beck asked Jai 
to plan a going-away party on 
April 1 , which was also Beck's 
birthday, where Beck revealed 
his serfbliss plan and plans 
to give away his possessions 
to friends. The Cooks stayed 
through April 1 . Rose told 
her son that she liked Beck's 
painting, but insisted to him 
that he not ask Beck for it. 

"If no one else wants it, then 
it is meant for me to have it. 
If someone else asks for it, 
it wasn't meant to be mine," 
Rose told Jai. 

Cook was disappointed on 
April 1 , when Jai told her that 
Beck had promised his paint

ing to a friend and that she 
was picking it up that day. 
Cook and her daughter left to 
go out that day, and when they 
returned, the painting was 
gone. 

BECK VISITS THE COOKS 
The Cooks decided to let 

Beck stay at their home during 
his journey. 

Rose Cook said she believes 
his deeds will get others to 
continue his work and extend 
his message to help others. 

"All the good he is doing is a 
synergistic effort," Rose said. 
"We're doing good things. It's 
the whole thing he's doing to 
pay it forward." 

"He's going to clean out 
my sister's garage, then 
we're cleaning out a house 
in Dearborn Heights to sell. 
James offered to do that." 

Beck has performed services 
that run the gamut, some light 
and amusing ones, others seri
ous and stressful on families. 

This painting, once owned by James 
Beck, hangs in the living room of 
Rose and Bill Cook's home in Livonia. 

Beck has baby-sat for a fam
ily for the parents to go out 
and celebrate a birthday. He 
taught an economics class and 
wrote a speech. 

VIDEO SHORTS ARE ONLINE 
Beck documents his journey 

with YouTube videos on serf
bliss.com. 

In Joplin, Mo., he helped a 
man around the house who 
took Beck in even though his 
son had just died. Beck helped 
clean the man's yard of fallen . 
trees and accompanied him 
fishing. 

In North Dakota, a family's 
daughter suffered from dys
tonia, a painful muscle dis
order. Beck called contacts i n -
California and researched to 
help the parents comfort their 
13-year-old girl, who suffered 
painful spasms, all over her 
body at all hours of the night. 
Yet the girl managed to cre
ate clay flowers, a part of her 
therapy, which she donated to 
a Petal Peace project to help 
other children. 

Beck helped a woman in 
Nebraska who had a fire and 
lost many of her possessions. 
She had difficulty walking, 
but two days of massages 
helped her with her condition, 
Beck said. 

People have offered to pro
vide him with a place to stay 
and donations help him pay 
for gas and auto insurance, 
but Beck said he doesn't go out 

and ask for money. 
"With me, it's just getting 

others to duplicate, or even 
triplicate, the process," Beck 
said. 

And that is connecting oth
ers through service and good 
deeds. The service can include 
washing dishes, repairing a 
porch, helping out with a rela
tionship, serving others, or 
even just life encouragement. 

"It's about giving the time 
and skill you already have," 
Beck said. 

"Everyone always talks 
about how we need to act and 
live in a different way," Beck 
said. "This (journey) turns 
everything on its head. I just 
take it one day at a time, and 
so far, it's been successful. 

"If you're able to live a life 
of transparency and honesty, 
then you're in a good place." 

Rose Cook loves that Beck is 
carrying his message nation
ally. 

"You ask, he will help," Cook 
said. "If each person he helps, 
helps someone else and they -
help someone else... well, you. 
get the idea." 

Cook was disappointed 
when the painting was 
gone, but in mid-April, after-
the Cooks had returned to 
Michigan, she received a pack
age. She knew what the 40-by-
40 inch package contained. 

"Before I opened it, I hon
estly cried with joy," Cook 
said. "It was the Buddha _ 
painting." She learned Jai 
mentioned to Beck that his 
mother loved the painting. 
Beck responded, "Then she 
needs to have it." 

When Rose and her daugh
ter left on April 1 to go out, 
Rose's husband Bill and Jai 
packed the painting and had it 
shipped to Michigan. 

"The painting is -hanging in 
my living room," Rose said. 
"James is sleeping in the same 
room that his Buddha paint
ing is in. 

"Needless to say, James feels 
right at home in Livonia." 

k a b r a m c z @ h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m l ( 3 1 3 ) 222-2591 

Member of Cecchetti Council of America Providing Quality Dance Education to Canton and 
Surrounding Communities for 17 Years 
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Haven't been here before, haven't been here in a while? Visit us & 
discover our delicious "Old World" products..MKED FRESH DAILY! WOODWARD READY 

The Body Curve brings new 
life to the classics, and more 

BY STACY JENKINS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The duller and rustier, the 
better. 

There's nothing Scott Murphy 
and his team at The Body Curve 
can't make shine. The collision 
and paint shop has been bustling 
all summer, bringing new life 
to old classics and fixing those 
"oops" dents on brand new cars, 
including a bright green Chevy 
Camaro currently at the shop. 
- They're even giving a fresh 

paint job to an old Model A 
bus, delivered this week from 
Greenfield Village. 

Just walking into the lobby 
of the shop, located on Orchard 
Lake, north of Eight Mile in 
Farmington Hills, it's obvious 
that they can make anything 
look awesome — even the ser
vice counter has an electric blue 
and silver wave pattern; and the 
doors are pieces of art, too. 

The bright orange 1959 
Cadillac that's parked in front of 
the business catches the eye, just 
as the 1950 Mercury that has a 
"flip flop" paint job that appears 
to be purple and blue from one 
angle and orange from another 
angle. 

"It definitely got a lot of atten
tion," said shop owner Scott 
Murphy. 

'CONVERSATION PIECE' 
That beauty is no longer at the 

shop, but the orange Caddy is for 
sale (call Murphy at (248) 442-
1122 for information). It has a 
silver base coat and a translucent 
orange coat to give it a "candy" 
effect. 

"It's a conversation piece," said 
Murphy. 

They've pretty much done a 
little of everything at The Body 
Curve, which he opened in 
October of1995. 

" W e j u s t d i d a l 9 7 0 E l 
Camino; we finished a 1967 
Mustang,'1 he said. 

Currently, they've got a '67 
Chevelle, a '57 Dodge panel 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Scott Murphy closes the gullwing doors on a client's late model Camaro. 

van and a '68 Mustang in the 
shop. They also do motorcycle 
gas tanks, helmets and just 
about anything you can think of 
— from toilet seats and refriger
ators to bed frames and hot rods. 

"We have all the tints to make 
any color you can think of," said 
Murphy. "We can pretty much 
paint anything." 

Murphy, who has been restor
ing stuff since he was a kid, 
started his business after he 
realized he enjoyed bringing 
things back to life, so to speak. 

"It's all about going through 
the stages," he said. "Instead of 
trying to run up the steps, you've 
got to climb." 

They paint the vehicles piece 
by piece, and take great care 
in making sure the customer is 
perfectly satisfied. 

"I just love taking the old cars 
and I have a lot of pride in it," 
said Murphy. "I really enjoy it." 

HAPPY CUSTOMER 
Joe Derek of Farmington Hills 

brought his 1989 Firebird to The 
Body Curve. It had been spray 
painted by the previous owner. 

"It was a 20/20 car," said 
Derek. "At 20 miles per hour and 
from 20 feet away, it didn't look 
bad." 

It's the first classic car Derek 

and his wife, Judy, have owned 
— and it's their latest recreation 
since Derek retired from the 
Farmington Hills Nature Center 
last year. 
' They're enjoying the 350 / 5.7-
liter engine and the new Nassau 
blue paint job. They've already 
taken the car to the Grand River 
Cruise-In, which happens every 
Monday at 5 p.m. at the Village 
Commons parking lot on Grand 
River in downtown Farmington, 
and they've joined the Royal" 
Pontiac Club of America. They'll 
be hanging out at the Fresard 
GMC on Woodward during the 
Dream Cruise, too. 

Derek said he's always noticed 
The Body Curve, and the gor
geous cars parked in front. He's 
happy with the work they've 
done on his Firebird. 

"The difference is that they 
take the entire car apart and 
each piece is painted by itself," 
said Derek. * 

With the shiny new paint. 
job and a new rear spoiler, the 
Dereks are ready to show it 
off on Saturday, Aug. 20, on 
Woodward. 

"It's the muscle car my parents 
wouldn't let me have," he said, 
grinning. 
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Fresh Baked Italian Bread 
Specialty Bread 
(Call a day before to order) 

9 Grain • Sicilian • Italian 
Rye • Pumpernickel 

Wheat • Ciabatta •Zucchini 
Banana Bread 

Spaghetti Sauce 
Meat & Marinara 

Buy it by the quart! 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

'Our SfffMifyre- ?'r$tJiX.1 

Pizza Roils 
Stuffed with Mozzarella, 

pepperoni, & sauce 

Cookies, Cannolis, Cakes 
Pannettone • Angel Wings 

Pizzelle • Baklava 

Italian Pastas 
Made in Michigan 

byPerinoFood 

Pizza 
U-bake & Baked 

' i l ^ i J DZPf JMWJ, puM-mfa&jiifo'M 

Krakus P o l i s h H a m 

$4.99 ib. 
Dellato Top Round 
Roast Beef 
$5,91 lb. 

Oidani < 
Hard Salmi Prosciutto 
$7.69 lb. $15.99 ib. 
Monthly Deli Specials 

Boiled Ham.... $2.99 Ib 
Smoked Ham $3.99 Ib 
Corned Beef Slices $4.99 Ib 
Hoffman Hard Salami $4.99 Ib 
Margherita Prosciutto Domestic.... $8.89 Ib 
Mortadella Pistachio $4.69 Ib 
Sliced Imported Pepperoni $5.49 Ib 

Lioari ; 
Hard salami 

$3,99 ib. • .I 
i Boasted orSroslced 

, Mey B r e a s t 

[ _ _ $4.59 ib. 
We also carry 

Capocollo, Turkey, 
Pancetta, Keilbasa Loaf, 
Pastrami, Liver Sausage, 

Bologna, Headcheese 
Imported Prosciutto 

and more! 
Me cany Basmla Drml Fislt 

Dellaio Extra Virgin 

vim y j i 
! Iiter mm *•»"» y , 11 
Reg. $10.99 IjZM^tJ 
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Coupon GoodAnyday 

JiUY J i J j S 
• H . I H i j H H 
J J fniLH 

R e g u l a r I t a l i a n O n l y • 1st Loaf Regular Price 
Expires 8-21-11 

! ) ' j j j ^ 7 5 0 m l 
White • Reds • Zinfandel9 Syrah 

Sangria • Blush • Vin Rose 
Fortissimo • Carlo Rossi-Gallons 

PIZZA R O L L S NOT INCLUDED 
Does Not Include Alcohol 

With Coupon Only • Expires 8-21 -11 

Open Tues-Sat 7 : 3 0 a m - 5 p m C l o s e d S u n & M o n 
734.425.6245 

6237 Middlebelt I Between Warren & Ford Roads I Garden City 

Garden City Schools Now Offers TWO Non-Traditiona 
High School Education Opportunities 

• V v . 

"The G.I.V.E. Program" 
INTERACTIVE VIRTUAL EDUCATION 

G.I.V.E. is a Schools of Choice Program 
that serves high school students from 

A N Y S C H O O L D I S T R I C T 
Students are enrolled in a variety of classes on 
campus and off campus (on-line) each semester, 

depending on the program requirements. 

N O C O S T 
HIGH SCHOOL ^ 
DIPLOMA PROGRAM: . 
• Attend 1/2 Day Classes 
• Attend 4 Days a Week 
« F R E E Computer and 
Books 

• F R E E B u s P a s s e s 
Available 

B i l l 

''Wmmmm 
. • n H 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

E n r o l l a t 

H e n r y R u f f B u i l d i n 

30300 Maplewopd, Garden City 
Enroll Mon.-Thurs. 9am-4pm or by appointment 

Call 734-762-8470 
Ask for Debbie for more information 

Warren Road 

kHenry Ruff 
•^Building 

Ford Road 

Cambridge High School 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM 

• Smaller Class Size 
• Still Attend an Actual 

High School Campus, 
but Only 4 Days a 
Wee!; (NO FR)OA*S> 

• Serves Students from 
ALL School Jit-irK Is 

With this program, students still have 
full involvement with sports, music 

mil other extra currieu*.ir i.ctfr "ifrj. 
Some of the elective classes, available arc 

• Computer Repair • Medical Insurance 
• Career S k i l l s B i l l i n g 
• Veterinary Assistant • N u r s i n g Assistant 
• Construction Trades • C h i l d Development 
• Home Design • M a r k e t i n g 1 j m l 2 
• Microsoft Office 2010 • Hospitality 

»• r T^--;- / ¾ , * T | , r*. - | --.in 'p, < p 

Enrollment: Aug, 15- Sept. 13, 2011 

Ci"'jndO' Street 
ambrtdq 

Maplewood Avenui 

A 

-\ >s (ilma&t cJiijrs: Usui, 14m 
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Open house 

The Garden City Co-op 
Preschool is holding an open 
house for parents 10-11 a.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 20, at 1841 
Middlebelt, Garden City. 

The preschool offers classes 
for youngsters 18 months to 
four years of age. Parents can 
visit the classroom and enroll 
their children.for the 2011-
2012 school year. 

More information is avail
able at www.gardencitypre-
school@gmail.com. 

Rummage Sale 
Garden City Presbyterian 

Church Women's Group 
will be holding its annual 
Rummage Sale on Thursday-
Saturday, Aug. 18-20. Hours 
for the sale are 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Thursday and Friday and 

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. 
The church is at 1841 

Middlebelt, just one block 
south of Ford Road. For more 
information, call the church 
at (734) 421-7620. 

Dine and Dash 
Tickets are now on sale for 

the eighth annual Dine and 
Dash. Dashers may order 
their tickets simply by call-

GARDEN CLIPPINGS 
ing the Garden City Chamber 
of Commerce at (734) 422-
4448 or by stopping at the 
Garden City Farmers Market 
on Wednesdays during the 
month of August to order 
tickets there. 

Tickets are $18 for adults, 
$17 for seniors and $70 for 
party of four. 

The event will be held 6-10 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13. Tickets 
include: A souvenir Dine 
and Dash T-shirt, compli
mentary appetizers from the 
participating eateries, trans
portation (Big Yellow School 
Buses), and an evening of fun 
for family and friends. 

Limited seating available, 
so contact the chamber office 
or visit its website at www. 
gardencity.org and click on 
upcoming events. 

Dine and Dash is hosted 
by the Garden City Chamber 
of Commerce, the Garden 
City Public Schools and 
the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers. 

Golf outing 
The Lyman Foundation is 

sponsoring the 32nd Annual 
Lyman Golf Outing benefiting 
Burger School for Students 
with Autism in Garden City. 

The outing will be held 
on Aug. 13 at Hickory Creek 
Golf Course. The Lyman 
Foundation is looking for hole 
sponsors and golfers for the 
event! Hole sponsors will be 
acknowledged in the golfing 
program and with the local 
media. 

For more information 
regarding hole sponsors or 
registering to golf in the 
event, contact Sharon Lundie 
at (734) 728-4919-

Museum fund-raising 
The Friends of the Museum 

are continuing their fund-
raising efforts, selling 
engraved brick pavers and 
renting the Grande Parlour 
for social and business occa
sions. 

The bricks are $50 for the 
4-inch by 8-inch size that has 
up to three lines. The 8-inch 
by 8-inch bricks are $75 and 
have room for up to six lines 
of text. 

The Lathers General Store 
is open from noon to 3 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 
offering a variety of collect
ibles and gift items. Call (734) 
838-0650 for more informa
tion or visit www.sfhonline. 
org. 

County gets clean opinion 
on audit policies, procedures 

Wayne County's audit poli
cies and procedures are once 
again being held in high 
esteem. 

The Wayne County Office 
of the Legislative Auditor 
General received a "clean 
opinion" from the Association 
of Local Government 
Auditors, following a recent 
external quality control 
review, or peer review, of the 
OAG. 

A "clean opinion" means the 
ALGA team evaluated Wayne 
County's audit policies, pro
cedures and processes and 
concluded that the county's 
internal quality control sys
tems were suitably designed 
and operating effectively. 

"I am so proud of our entire 
audit team, led by our Auditor 
General Willie Mayo," said 
Wayne County Commissioner 
Ilona Varga, D-Lincoln Park, 
who chairs the commission's 
Committee on Audit. "To 

Online Cash Advances. Apply Today! 
G U A R A N T E E D A P P R O V A L 

Loans from 
Of ne Cash $ 3 0 0 t o $ 1 5 0 0 

Advance deposited into your checking 
I; a-* > mm a account the next day. 
Pntfessjonal Call Toll Free 

itaff 

X 
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J t t s m l i i © to fe i i i w 
In sports that extra tenth of a second can be the difference between victory 
and defeat. House of Speed gives athletes of all ages the edge they need to 
win. Using certified trainers, specialized equipment and state-of-the art 
traiing programs, House of Speed helps athletes enhance their explosiveness, 
speed & agility. House of Speed will help you excel at any sport. To register 
for a free speed pass session visit houseofspeed.com/livonia 
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making lha team 

• A l l s p o r t s 
P e r f o r m a n c e " C a m p s 

- A u g u s t 8 - 1 2 » 1 - 3 P M 
- August 22 - 26 • 1 - 3 PM 
Cost $150 per camp per week 

»Price includes a T-shirt (for all camps) 

To register, goto 
hoaseofgpecd.comfltvonia 

click on Camps then click 
on the Register button. 

Hurry, space is limited! 
?m Market Street • Canton, Ml 48187 

DisciuPh <'Vi 'fble S P P website 

once again gain such pres
tigious recognition among 
peers solidifies our belief 
as a commission that the 
Wayne County Office of the 
Auditor General is dedicated 
and committed to assuring 
transparency and maintaining 
the highest level of account
ability." 

In the assessment released 
by the government team, the 
county's auditing operations 
were found to be in compli
ance with industry standards 
and practices issued by the 
U.S. Comptroller General 
and the Institute of Internal 
Auditors. This marked the 
second time since 2008 the 
Wayne County Office of the 
Legislative Auditor General 
has received this type of eval
uation. 

"Most internal audit orga
nizations are either qualified 
to perform yellow or red book 
audit engagements," Wayne 

County Auditor General 
Willie Mayo said. "Being an 
orange book peer reviewed 
shop means we continue to be 
a part of an elite rank of inter
nal audit organizations in the 
country who are qualified to 
perform both GAGAS and IIA 
standards audit engagements." 

The review covered a 
period from January 1,2008, 
through December 31, 2010. 
Included was a one-week 
on-site examination in early 
July that was conducted by 
government auditors from 
California, Washington and 
Florida. 

"I believe we are success
ful because of the training we 
offer our staff on a continu
ous basis, the utilization of 
the state of the art software, 
OAG's commitment to excel
lence and, most of all, the sup
port our department receives 
from the CEO (County 
Executive Office) and Wayne 
County Commission leader
ship." Mayo said. "The OAG's 
success would not be possible 
without these key ingredients. 

"To have successfully com
pleted our fourth peer review 
means we are compliant with 
the Wayne County Charter 
ret [uirement for the internal 
audit department to be peer 
reviewed tri-annually and it 
adds credibility and integrity 
to the reports being issued by 
the OAG," Mayo added. 

rTHINKING ABOUT. 

CENT** 

iiti as is BBS 
£ of put* 
rCOofta. 

0 ^ 1 LENNOXy 

Free Estimates 
Our 37th Year! 

UNITED TEMPERATURE 
8919 MIDDLEBELT • LIVONIA 

734-525-1930 
www.unrtedtBmpBratureservices.com 

OE08741873 V 

W h y W a l t o n w o o d ? 
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Food and wine event benefits 
Schoolcraft College students 

L o w e r e d U.S. c r e d i t r a t i n g 
is u n c h a r t e d t e r r i t o r y 

The Schoolcraft College 
Foundation presents its annual 
Culinary Extravaganza, a premier 
food and wine event that highlights 
the culinary talent of metro area res
taurants, pastry shops and beverage 
vendors. 

This year's event, 2-5 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 25, marks two special anniver
saries — the 20th year of the food 
and wine event and the college's 
50th. 

The extravaganza allows guests to 
sample a variety of fine food, wine, 
beverages and desserts in one after
noon, while at the same time support 
student scholarships. Proceeds from 
the event provide scholarships and 
grants for students. Individual tick
ets are $50 each and available at the 
college or online. 

Throughout its 50-year history, 
more than 300,000 individuals have 
been educated at Schoolcraft College. 

Business and individual sponsor- , 
ships are still available for this year's 
event. 

"The generosity of our event spon
sors is vital to our fundraising efforts 
and an excellent opportunity to 
introduce your business to alumni, 
donors, friends and community 
members," said Kristina Mayer, an 
officer of the Foundation Board of 
Governors and chairwoman of this 
year's culinary event. 

"More importantly, proceeds raised 
from the extravaganza directly sup
port student scholarships and our 
culinary arts program. Your support 
for one afternoon can change many 
lives," added Mayer, vice president 
and branch manager of Bank of Ann 
Arbor's Plymouth Township office. 

This year's event will feature more 
than 50 food, wine and dessert sta
tions, a silent auction and raffle, 
along with a wine-tasting semi
nar and wholesome healthy foods 
demonstration by master chef Jeff 
Gabriel. 

FEATURED 
Food and beverage vendors include 

5ive Restaurant at St. John's Inn 
in Plymouth Township, Toasted 
Oak Grill and Market in Novi, Old 
World Olive Press in Plymouth and 
McCormick Distilling Co. 

Culinary guests.can expect tasty as well as creative displays of food and beverage at the fall 
event. At a previous event, guests look at the bread creations made by Jeff Greenwald. 

SPONSORSHIPS 
A variety of packages ranging from $5,000 
to $300 are available for this year's 20th 
annual Culinary Extravaganza on Sunday, 
Sept. 25, at the Schoolcraft College 
VisTaTech Center, 
All sponsor packages include video sig
nage at the event, recognition in print 
advertising in the Observer & Eccentric 
and Hometown Newspapers, name in 
foundation publications and website and a 
charitable tax deduction. 
Sponsorship levels: 
•Platinum ($5,000) includes 12 tickets and 
admission to pre-event VIP reception, full-
page event program advertising, name on 
outdoor electronic sign and two tickets to 
the Golden Gala - Ever Upward, a celebra-

In addition to food, attendees can 
bid on a variety of gifts cards and 
baskets, including a VIP wine-tast
ing at Chateau Chantal, a weekend 
stay at the Townsend Hotel in down
town Birmingham or sports and 
entertainment packages. 

Highlight of this year's raffle is a 
Hearts on Fire Diamond necklace 
from Orin Jewelers in Garden City 
and Northville valued at $3,400. 
Other raffle prizes include $500 

tion of the college's 50th anniversary on 
Oct. 22. 
•Diamond ($2,500) includes eight tickets, 
admission to VIP reception, half-page pro
gram ad, name on outdoor sign and two 
tickets to 50th anniversary gala. 
•Gold ($1,000) includes six tickets, admis
sion to VIP reception, event, program a d , 
name on outdoor sign and two gala tickets. 
•Silver ($500) includes four tickets-and a 
business card ad in the event program. 
•Bronze ($300) includes three tickets and 
a listing of your name or business in the 
event program. 
For more information or to secure a spon
sorship, contact Marjorie Lynch a t (734) 
462-4518 ormlynch@schoolcraft.edu. 

cash, $250 cash (two winners) and 
dinner for two at the American 
Harvest Restaurant at Schoolcraft 
(three winners). 

Raffle tickets are $5 each or three 
for $10. In addition, each ticket has 
value even if you don't win a prize. 
Patrons can redeem the ticket for 
discounts at the American Harvest, 
Steve & Rocky's in Novi and the 
Ironwood Grill in Plymouth. Raffle 
tickets are available at the college. 

Money Matters 

Rick Bloom 

B Y R I C K B L O O M 

GUEST COLUMNIST 

Q: Dear Rick: I just read that 
even though our debt ceiling has 
been raised it's 
still possible that 
we could lose our 
AAA rating. How 
can that be? Also, 
if we lose our AAA 
rating, is that 
something that 
the average guy 
would notice or is it 
mostly much about 
nothing? 

A: There are two 
separate issues here. 
The first is the raising of the debt 
ceiling, the other deals with the cred
it rating of the United States. 

The debt ceiling is how much the 
United States government can bor
row. Congress sets a limit as to how 
much the government can borrow. 

What happened last week was the 
government reached its borrowing 
limit. In order for the government 
to borrow more money it had to be 
authorized by Congress. 

In the past when the government 
reached its limits, Congress almost 
always automatically increased the 
limit. This time, however, many in 
Congress said enough is enough. 
They were not going to just blindly 
increase the debt limit. These mem
bers of congress wanted spending 
cuts, as opposed to borrowing more 
money. 

The compromise that the 
Democrats and Republicans reached 
did call for spending cuts, but also 
raised the debt limit. Therefore, the 
so-called debt crisis, which could 
have led to our country not being 
able to pay the bills, has now been 
resolved. 

The issue of our country's credit 
rating is something totally different. 

Indepen-dent credit rating agen
cies such as Moody's and Standard 
& Poor's rate governments and busi
nesses as to their credit worthiness. 
This rating is then used to determine 
interest rates paid on obligations. 
The higher your credit rating, the 
lower the interest you pay when you 
borrow money. It's the same with 
individuals — the higher your credit 

scores, the lower your interest rate 
when you borrow money. 

The reason U.S. treasuries pay low 
rates of return is because of their rat
ing by the credit agencies. The credit 
agencies rate U.S. debt as the most 
secure debt in the world, in other 
words, no risk of default. 

Credit agencies change the credit 
ratings of companies and countries 
based upon a variety of factors. 
Because of the amount of debt our 
country has incurred over the last 
couple of years, the credit agencies, 
which are independent, are consider
ing lowering the rating by a notch 
or two. It doesn't mean that we are 
at risk of going to junk bond status, 
but if nothing more, it is a wake-up 
call that we have a problem with the 
amount of debt on our books. 

I believe there is a 50/50 chance 
that our credit rating could be low
ered. The major impact on consum
ers would be how that adjustment 
affects interest rates. More likely 
than not, the interest rate on U.S. 
treasuries will rise a little. That could 
be good news for investors in U.S. 
Treasuries, but not good for those 
who have charge cards and mort
gages whose rates are tied to U.S. 
Treasuries. Those with adjustable 
rate obligations that are tied to the 
U.S. Treasury may find that their 
interest rates will rise on those obli
gations. 

Other countries have had their 
credit rating lowered such as Japan, 
about 10 years ago. However, because 
of the unique position of the United 
States and the dollar in the world 
economy, lowering our credit rating-
puts us in uncharted territory. 

How markets will be affected is 
unknown and it doesn't make sense 
to speculate. However, we do know 
that if the rating is adjusted, we will 
see a rise in interest rates. 

Therefore, because of the potential 
of rising interest rates and because it 
makes good financial sense, investors 
need to do what they can to reduce 
the amount of their outstanding debt. 

Good luck! 

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial adviser. 
Observer & Eccentric readers can submit 
questions at moneymattersihometownlife. 
com. For more information, visit his website 
at www.bloomassetmanagement.com. 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:ormlynch@schoolcraft.edu
http://www.bloomassetmanagement.com
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McCotter opens Plymouth HQ for presidentia 
BY MATT JACHMAN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus 
McCotter, the Livonia con
gressman and a candidate for 
the Republican presidential 
nomination, opened his nation
al campaign headquarters in 
Plymouth on Thursday. 

The office is at 614 South 
Main, near Wing Street. 

McCotter said the head
quarters' outside-the-capital 
location "further proves our 
commitment to running a win
ning, grassroots campaign for 

the presidency. 
"We in Michigan acutely 

understand the challenges 
of a global economy, and the 
necessity of shrinking big 
government and growing our 
economy," he said in a press 
release. "Most importantly we 
share the resilience to ensure 
that despite all obstacles, 
our free people will build 
an America that works, and 
affirm American exceptional-
ism in the 21st Century." 

McCotter, 45, of Livonia, has 
represented Michigan's 11th 
District since 2003. A former 

Schoolcraft College trustee, 
Wayne County Commission 
member and state senator, 
he graduated from Catholic 
Central High School and 
earned both his bachelor's 
degree and his law degree from 
the University of Detroit. 

McCotter also announced 
Thursday that his former 
chief of staff, Martin Van 
Valkenburg, has been named 
a senior campaign adviser and 
state campaign director. Van 
Valkenburg will manage the 
day-to-day operations at cam
paign headquarters. 

"I am pleased to join the 
McCotter 2012 team," Van 
Valkenburg said. "Thaddeus 
McCotter is the only candidate 
who understands the challeng
es facing Americans today, has 
the vision to lead them through 
difficult times; and has the 
fortitude to make the necessary 
decisions to govern effectively 
on behalf of the citizens of our 
great nation." 

The McCotter campaign's 
website is www.mccotter2012. 
com. 

mjachmanfhometownlife.com | (313) 222-2405 

Martin Van 
Valkenberg, 
Michigan Director 
for Congressman 
Thaddeus 
McCotter's 
presidential 
campaign, hangs 
posters in the 
window of the 
new campaign 
headquarters. 
The office, at 614 
S. Main Street, 
in Plymouth, 
opened Thursday. 

AROUND WESTLAND 

Comets honored 
The Westland Youth Athletic 

Association is putting out a 
call for members of the 2001 
Comets varsity football cham
pionship team. 

. WYAA plans to honor 
the team during halftime 
of the 2011 Comets varsity 
Homecoming game Saturday, 
Sept. 24, at John Glenn High 
School on Marquette west of 
Wayne Road in Westland. 

Former players can contact 
Keith Demolay at 734-516-
9269 for more information. 

Garden event 
Brenda Dziedzic, president 

of the Southeast Michigan 
Butterfly Association, is hold
ing an open garden event 1-4 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 27, at her 
home at 1263 Springer St., 
Westland. 

There will be butterflies 
as well as a display of eggs, 
caterpillars, and chrysalises 
of various butterflies. The 
Learn About Butterflies in the 
Garden book will be available 
for $21. 

For more information, 
call Dziedzic at (734) 326-
0578 or go online to www. 
ButterfliesInTheGarden.com. 

Hearing seminar 
Personalized Hearing will be 

hosting "Come HEAR what you 
may be missing..." presented 
by Dr. Karissa Jagacki. 

The seminar will take place 
at the Friendship Center on 
Newburgh south of Ford. 10 
a.m. to noon Thursday, Aug. 
2. The free seminar includes 
a luncheon after the presen
tation. Call the Friendship 
Center at (734) 722-7628 to 
sign up. 

Under the Big Top 
The Kelly Miller Circus will 

be coming to Westland on 
Tuesday, Aug. 16, courtesy of 
the Westland Jaycees. 

Public is invited to come 
and watch the animals being 
unloaded and the elephants 
pull the big top into the air to 
the very moment when the king 
pole races to the ground at the 
end of the day and be a part of 
the magic of "Circus Day" as it 
has been experienced for more 
than 200 years. 

Activities will begin at 7:30 
a.m. on the grounds of the 
Westland City Hall on Ford 
west cf Wayne Road. Guides 
will be furnished for school 
groups and anyone, attending. 

The traditional" old style" 
circus will present two perform 
mances at 4:30 and 7:30 p.m.-
Come out and enjoy a day at 

the circus. Tickets are avail
able in advance for $6 children 
up to age 11 and $10 for those 
age 12 and older. Call Harold 
Christian at (734) 502-8847, or 
e-mail him at International 
pm06@yahoo.com. 

Outdoor movie 
The Westland Downtown 

Development Authority is 
sponsoring a Park It movie 
night Wednesday, Aug. 24 in 
the parking lot of the Bailey 
Recreation Center, 36651 
Ford. 

Yogi Bear will be shown on 
the big screen at 8:30 p.m., but 
the fun starts at 7 p.m. There 
will be live music, inflatable 
bouncers, kid's activities and 
free giveaways. There also will 
be concessions with food avail
able for purchase. 

The movie night is free of 
charge. 

Open house 
Westland Free Methodist 

Church will hold a preschool 
open house and sneak peek 
6:30-8 p.m. Monday, Aug. 
8, at the church, 1421S. 
Venoy, south of Cherry! Hill, 
Westland. 

Receive enrollment informa
tion, meet the. teachers, see the 
classrooms, and do fun pre
school activities. Parents who 
enroll a child for the 2011-2012 
year will receive half off the 
enrollment fee - a $25 savings. 

For more information, call 
the preschool at (734) 728-3559 
or send an e-mail to wfmpre-
school@yahoo.com. Or visit 
the website at www.livesare-
changing.com/html/preschool. 
htm. 

Summer bowling 
Westland Youth Assistance 

Program is hosting a free 
summer bowling league for 
Westland youth, between the 
ages of 10 and 16. The league 
meets 6-8:30 p.m. Fridays 
through Aug. 12 at Westland 
Bowl, at 5940 N. 

Wayne Road. Space is lim
ited to the first 80 Westland 
youth to register. 

For more information, call 
(734) 467-790*. 

Farmers Market 
Westland Farmer's Market 

is open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. every 
Tuesday in the Westland City 
Hall parking lot at 36601 Ford 
Road, through Oct. 25. Stop by 
and enjoy a wide array of fruits, 
vegetables, baked goods, jams, 
flowers, crafts and many other 
great items. 

For more information, call 
Robert Kosowski at (734)722-
7620. 

toOODS • FLORAL SUPPLIES • SILK FLOWERS • WEARABLE ART • CRAFTS • FRAMES • CUSTOM FRAMING • CHRISTMAS S H O P P E • NEEDLE ART 

Artist 
Canvas 
INCLUDES . 
PANELS, ROLLS, 
STRETCHER BARS. 
MASTER'S T O U C H 
& FREDRIX! 

Artist Pencils & Pastels 
INCLUDES SETS & INDIVIDUALS, 

GRAPHITE, W A T E R C O L O R , C O L O R E D , 
M U N G Y O . PRISMACOLOR, DERWENT, 

K O H - I - N O O R & GENERAL'S! 

Art Markers 
INCLUDES SETS & 

INDIVIDUALS, 
PRISMACOLOR. 
BIC St SHARPIE! 

EXCLUDES COPiC 

Art Supplies 

Artist P a d s , 
Journals & 

Sheet P a p e r 

Artist 
Tube Paint 
INCLUDES SETS. 

OIL. W A T E R C O L O R 
& ACRYLIC. 

Tempera 
Paint, 

W i n d o w 
Writers & 

Poster Paint 
Markers 

mm m tmoot 
Most Categories Shown 

3 0 % O f f 

INCLUDES 
MASTER'S 

T O U C H , 
C A N S O N & 

STRATHMORE. 

Artist Easels, 
Drawing 
Boards, 
Tables 

& Chairs 

Photo Frames 
ALWAYS 50% OFF THE MARKED PRICE, 

INCLUDES O U R ENTIRE SELECTION O f 
TABLE T O P A N D NOVELTY P H O T O FRAMES 

AS W E L L AS A L L W O O D E N P H O T O STORAGE. 

Open Back 
Readymade 

Frames 

S l t f « f t i * 

SEE OUR SBiSHT IDEAS COUECTOM 
LOCATED IN Om PARTY DEPARTMENT! 

4 0 % O f f 
O U R EVERYDAY LOW PRICES 

Poster M a k i n g 
Supplies 

INCLUDES 
ARTSKILLS & 3M. 

40°° Off 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES 

Artist Brushes 
INCLUDES SINGLES & SETS. 

50°° Off 
O U R EVERYDAY 

L O W PRICES 

32"x40" 
Matboard 
& Pre-Cut 

Mats 

F r a m i n g 
Categories Shown 

50 0 / 0 

Shadow Box Frames, 
Display Cases 
& Flag Cases. 

O f f 
Posters & 
Matted Prints 

Acrylic Frames, 
Clip Frames & 
Sectional Kits 

Candies, 
Flameless LED Candles, 
Candle Holders 
& Reed DHfusers 
INCLUDES S E A S O N A L 

Decorative 
Knobs, 
Drawer Pulls,* 
Hooks & •_ 
Brackets 

Decorative 
Birdhouses 

& W i n d 
Chimes 

Ceramics, 
Pottery 

& 
Potyresln 

Home Accent 
Categories Shown 

5 0 * O f f MCLUDES TABLE TOP, 
LUE « WHITE. O R I E N T A L 
O U T H W E S T & SEASONAL 
,S WELL AS ITEMS FROM • 

TOR CRAFT A N D FLORAL . 
>EPARTMENTS. 

Glassware 
INCLUDES GLASS WITH | 

Woven Baskets, 
Storage Baskets 
) & Hampers 

INCLUDES S E A S O N A L 

ft1 

B e a d 
Stringing 
T h r e a d , 

Wire 
& Cord 

30 % Off 

Jewelry Charms 
' INCLUDES A BEAD STORY, 
CHARM ME & DELIGHT ONLY. 

EXauOES STERLING SILVER. 

DECORATIVE ACCENTS & 
GLASS FROM OUR CRAFT, 

FLORAL & SEASONAL 
. •:. DEPARTMENTS 

ITEMS $1.99 & HIGHER. 

EXCLUDES STAINED GLASS. 

Jewelry Making 
Most Categories Shown 

5 0 % 

Jewelry Shoppe 
Base Metal 

Findings 
: INCLUDES 

JEWELRY 
SHOPPE 
C O L O R S 

&. 
HYPOALLERf-EN 

11 Metal Gallery 
" & Base Metal 

Jewelry B e a d s 
U n d e r r a t e d 

Hair Accessories 

I Love This Cotton! 

3 «,5 oz. 2.44 
OUR EVERYDAY LOW 3.29 

Plastic Canvas Sheets 
CLEAR A N D C O L O R 

3'h /"VPS O U R EVERYDAY 
\J\\ LOWHS*- I n 

^ 1 P i l l o w Forms 

• 1 3 0 * Off 
™ ( O U R EVERYDAY 

_ _ \ L O W 5.99-29.99 

O m e g a Stella 
Sparkle 
3.5 oz ,' 

4.39 
O U R EVERYDAY LOW S.49 

N e e d l e a r t 
Categories Shown 

D r e a m y Super 
Soft Bulky 

" - 5 . 2 2 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W 499 

Artiste Floss & Craft 
Thread Packs 

4 0 * Off 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W S.99 - 19.99 

2 0 1 2 
Calendar Kits 

9 . 9 9 

Calico Prints 
& Solids 

• 45" WIDE 
• 100% C O T T O N 

• INCLUDES APPAREL 
C O T T O N PRINTS 

ALWAYS 

3 0 * Off 
T H E MARKED PRICE 

54" Home 
Dec Fabric 

' Prints, Solids & Sheers 
PREVIOUSLY REDUCED 
ITEMS NOT INCLUDED. 

ALWAYS 

3 0 * Off 
T H E MARKED PRICE 

Rich Art 
W a s h a b l e 
Paint toz 

2/3.00 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W 1.99 

C r a y o l a 
B r a n d P r o d u c t s 
INCLUDES CRAYONS. 
C O L O R E D PENCILS Si MARKERS. 

2 5 * Off 
S O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES 

Tin B o x Licensed 
Lunch Idts, Catchalls, 

Carry Tins & License Plates 
n n % f\tt O U R EVERYDAY O U VJ'Tf L O W PRICES 

Back to School 
Savings 

Categories Shown 

Educational 
G l o b e s , M a p s 
& Cognitive 
G a m e s 

3 0 * Off 

Chalk Boards, Cork Boards 
& Dry Erase Boards 

3 0 * Offc 

Dry Erase 
Markers 

INCLUDES EXPO 
& B O A R D DUDES 

25* Off 

Garlands, 
Swags, 

Decorated 
Wreaths & 

Arrangements 
INCLUDES SEASONAL 

FLOWERING «. GREENERY. 
EXCLUDES CUSTOM DESIGNS 

. 8. POTTED TREES. 

M a r b l e s , G e m s , 
Riverstones 

ITSY-BEAD-SIES & D e a l e r s 

Floral 
Categories Shown 

5 0 * 
Realistic 

Fruit, Vegetables^ 
B r e a d & Cheese 
INCLUDES PICKS a SPRAYS. 

F l o w e r i n g & 
G r e e n e r y Bushes 

Includes Plants. 
Ferns & Seasonal. 

EXCLUDES POTTED TREES. 

R i b b o n B y t h e R o l l 
INCLUDES WEDDING; SEASONAL 
PARTY, FABRIC & FLORAL 
DEPARTMENTS. 
EXCLUDES RIBBON 
BY THE YARD. 

Cricut™ Imagine 
A r t & Pattern 

Cartridges 
EXCLUDES INK CARTRIDGES 

2 5 * Off 

Cricut™ Imagine 
Print & Cut Machine 

Scrapbook Totes 
& Organizers 

3 0 * Off 
OUR EVERYDAY LOW PRICES 

Scrapbooklng 
Categories Shown 

Scrapbook 
P a p e r Packs 

& P a d s 

5 0 * Off 

3L & the Paper Studio* 
Scrapbooklng 

Adhesives 
INCLUDES TAPE RUNNERS, 

P H O T O CORNERS A N D 
M O U N T I N G SQUARES. 

EXCLUDES 
XYKON PRODUCTS. 

5 0 * Off 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES 

Youth & Adult 
S h o r t 

S l e e v e d 
T-Shlrts 

5 0 * Off 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES 

Plastic Storage 
Containers 

INCLUDES STERIUTE, 
A K R O MILLS, IRIS & 

JEWELRY DEPARTMENT. 

3 0 * Off 

Children's 
Multi-Purpose 

4 . 9 9 T r a y 

OUR EVERYDAY 
LOW 6,99 

Crafting 
Categories Shown 

3-D Embellishment 
Stickers 

INCLUDES LA PETITES, JOLEE'S 
A N D S E A S O N A L HUNDREDS 

T O C H O O S E FROM. 

4 0 * Off 
Children's B o x e d 

•""5 Activity Kits 
# ^ ^ ^ 2 S S E £ V | INCLUDES CPM, 

*t'/A MEGA BRANDS, 
IM AMAV, HORIZON, ff*t NSI, CRA Z ART, 

FABER CASTELL & 
CREATIVE KIDS. 

30 % O f f 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES 

Fireworks' Glass 
Beadmaking Kit 

69.99 

Science Kits, Telescopes 
& Mechanical Construction 

INCLUDES COBI BLOCKS. | 

30 % Off 
O U R EVERYDAY L O W PRICES 

Twill & Canvas 
INCLUDES PRINTS <t SOLIDS. 

8 . 9 9 - 9 . 9 9 P/YD. 
IS O U R EVERYDAY 

L O W PRICE 

Simplicity Patterns 
IN S T O C K 
*N£W LOOK 

99C 
REGULAR IN S T O C K PATTERNS. 

EXCLUDES "NEW LOOK" PATTERNS 

LIMIT 10 PER CUSTOMER. 

Ribbon, Trim 
& Tulle Spools 
EXCLUDES RIBBON/TRIM & 
TULLE SOLD BY THE YARD. 

5 0 * Off 
O U R EVERYDAY 
L O W 1.99 - 4.99 

Sewology 
Notions 

5 0 * Off 

Warm & Natural 
or Warm & 

White Batting 
• BY WARM PRODUCTS 

• 90" WIDE • QUILT BATTING 

•OUR EVERYDAY 
L O W 12.99 P/YD. 

^ ¾ * ^ STORE HOURS: 9-8 MONDAY-SATURDAY • CLOSED SUNDAY 

Canton 
Ford Road at Lilley, wes t of Ikea 

PRICES GOOD IN STORES ONLY AUGUST 8 • AUGUST 13, 2011 
SALES SUBJECT T O SUPPLY IN STOCK • SELECTION HAY VARY BY STORE 

• THIS AD DOES NOT APPLY TO PRE-ftEDUCED ITEMS 
" - SALE OFFERS NOT AVAILABLE ONLINE 

734-9&3-9142 

F * I * S * H * E * R . 
F U N E R A L H O M E 

( ^ C R E M A T I O N S E R V I C E S 
Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1955 

'(ICHAEL J.FISHER 
Owner ' . 

Compassionate r - M 
fbj- Affordable 

Caring 

T R A D I T I O N A L S E R V I C E 
W I T H B U R I A L 

includes metal casket, outer burial 
container, viewing & service 

$2895 
BASIC C R E M A T I O N 

; includes cremation process 
and county permit 

$695* 
*$200 additional for Memorial Services 

T R A D I T I O N A L SERVICE 
W I T H C R E M A T I O N 0 

includes casket facade, S 
viewing & service § 

$2195 1 
Traditional funerals & alternatives 

tailored for any budget 
24501 Five Mi le Road • Redford 

(Between Beech Daly and Telegraph) 

3 1 3 . 5 3 5 . 3 0 3 0 
www.fisherfuneral.net 

Experience Vegas-style 
action with 2,700 scorching 
slots, 90 table games and 
live Poker and Bingo. Throw 
in five delicious restaurants 
and free live entertainment, 
and your next gathering is 
sure to be a hit. 
• Family Reunions 
• Fundraisers 
• Red Hat Society Trips 
• Service Club Outings 
• Tour Groups 
• And much more! 

For Details Call 
877-FKC-8777 

F I R E K E E P E R S 
C A S I N O ' - B A T T L E CREEK 

FireKeepersCasirto.com 
I-94 t o Exit 104 

11177 M i c h i g a n Avenue 
B a t t l e C r e e k , M i c h i g a n 4 9 0 1 4 

MUST BE 21. 

C a n t o n A n i m a l H o s p i t a l 
Full service medical, surgical, dental care, grooming & bonding ¥ . 

' - 4 3 4 3 9 Michigan Ave. 
Canton, Mi 48188 

7V4-387-7779 • 
•vVvv.v.CantonVots.com 

| N e w C l i e n t s O n l y | Spay, Neuter. 
D.;-c!aw or Dents; •A 5 ¾ 

d 

r 
s *<&* 

value) 
iiy other 6tK 
this coupon, 
3-15-11. 

i 

J 
| 

er1 " 
Vaccines 

H o s t a n E x c h a n g e 
S t u d e n t T o d a y ! 

(for 3,5 or 10 months) 
Make a lifelong 

friend from abroad. 
Enrich your family with 

another culture. Now you can 
host a high school exchange 
student (girl or boy) from 

France, Germany, Scandinavia, 
, Spain, Australia, Japan, Brazil, 
Italy or other countries. Single 

parents, as well as couples 
with or without children, may 

host. Contact us for more 
information or to select your 

student today. 

Nitcha from Thailand, 16yrs. 
Enjoys dancing, plâ ng the piano 
and swtarariag, Nitcha looks 
forward to cooking with her 
Americanfiost family. 

& 3 
Daniel from Denmark, 17vrs. 
loves skiing, playing soccer and 
watching American movies. Darnel 
hopes to leara to p!ay football and 
lire as a real American. 

www.hobbylobby.com 

| g | Subscribe for Weekly E-Mail Specials 

Jose at 734-788-7154 o r 
Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toil Free) 

www.assehoiits.com and www.asse.com/kost or email us at info@asse.com. 

i f l M i HQ 
Founded in 1976 

ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefit, Non-Profit Organization. 
Follow @hobby)obbystore on Twitter 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.mccotter2012
http://mjachmanfhometownlife.com
http://ButterfliesInTheGarden.com
mailto:pm06@yahoo.com
mailto:school@yahoo.com
http://www.livesare-
http://changing.com/html/preschool
http://www.fisherfuneral.net
http://FireKeepersCasirto.com
http://www.hobbylobby.com
http://www.assehoiits.com
http://www.asse.com/kost
mailto:info@asse.com
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M a r v e l Comi c s ' a m a z i n g Sp ide r-Man 
Spider-Man, A.K.A. Peter Parker, 

first appeared in August 1962 in 
Marvel Comics' Amazing Fantasy #15. 
The teenage Spider-Man.was created 
by Stan Lee and Steve Ditko. At that 
time, it was revolutionary that a teen
ager could be a superhero, not just a 
sidekick (think Batman and Robin). 

, Over the years Spider-Man has 
appeared in comic books, books, 
TV shows and movies. Spider-Man 
has acquired nicknames including 
"Spidey" and "web-slinger." Spider-
Man's strength and agility are com
plimented by spider-like abilities, 
such as clinging to surfaces, quick 
"spider-sense" reaction time and the 
ability to shoot spider webs from his 
web-shooters. 

In addition to his solo work, Spider-
Man has worked with superhero 
teams, including the Avengers and the 
Fantastic Four. 

When not performing his duties as 
Spider-Man, Peter Parker lives a nor
mal life with his Aunt May and Uncle 
Ben in New York City. As Peter Parker 
grows up, he experiences struggles 
that all of us face - school, work and 

111;'! Hill)' :I 
: i 
1 -

A. 
money problems. These struggles 
make Spider-Man more identifiable to 
his readers than a hero like Superman 
who is god-like. Read the Ultimate 
Spider-Man comics to find out about 
Spider-Man's adventures. Check out 
other books on Spider-Man like Marvel 
Comics' "How to Draw Spider-Man," 
"Spider-Man: The Visual Guide to the 
Complete Movie Trilogy" by Alastair 
Dougall and "The Amazing Spider-
Man: The Ultimate Guide" by Tom 
DeFalco, or movies like "Spider-Man" 
and "Spider-Man 2," "The Spectacular 

Spider-Man" series, and "Spider-Man 
vs. Doc Ock." 

In addition to Spider-Man, Stan 
Lee also created characters includ
ing the Fantastic Four, the X-Men, the 
Avengers, Iron Man, the Hulk, Thor 
and Daredevil. Stan Lee has also 
worked with other artists like Steve 
Ditko and Jack Kirby. The characters 
Stan Lee worked to create were more 
complex and flawed than previous 
superheroes. If you'd like to find out 
more about Stan Lee or the creation 
of Spider-Man you might find the fol
lowing interesting: "Stan Lee: Writer 
and Creator" by Sue Hamilton, "The 
Creation of Spider-Man" by Paul 
Kupperberg and "Jack Kirby: Creator 
and Artist" by Sue Hamilton. 

Give us a call at (734) 326-6123, 
check the online catalog at catalog. 
westlandlibrary.org or stop by the 
library to learn more. 

Highlighted Activities 
Summer Afternoon Movie: 

"Cyrano de Bergerac," 3:30 p.m. Aug. 
9, Adults and Teens 

Join us for the summer version 

of Afternoon classics. This month's 
theme is Foreign Films, this week: 
"Cyrano de Bergerac" starring: Gerard 
Depardieu, Anne Brochet and Vincent 
Perez. This movie is rated PG. No reg
istration needed. 

Friends of the Library Monthly 
Meeting: 2 p.m. Aug. 9, Adults 

The Friends of the Library is an 
independent group of local residents 
and library users that helps support 
and promote the Library and its mis
sion. They plan book sales and other 
fundraising activities for the library. 

Flora, Fauna, and the Holliday 
Nature Preserve: 7 p.m. Aug. 9, 
Adults and Teens 

. Join HNPA president William Craig 
in a talk about the colorful and 
unique flowers and animals in the 500 
plus-acre Holliday Nature Preserve 
in Westiand. Learn how you can help 
HNPA, as well. 

Library Board of Trustees 
Meeting: 7 p.m. Aug. 10 

The Library Board meets on the sec
ond Wednesday of each month in one 
of the Library's meeting rooms. Board 
meetings are open to the general public. 

Summer Concert Series in the 
Pavilion: Toppermost Beatles Tribute 
7 p.m. Aug. 11, All ages 

For our final Summer Concert, we 
are going retro with Toppermost, a 
Beatles-tribute bad. "The music is 
perfect for all ages, puts a smile on 
everyone's face and always manages 
to get you dancing." Limited seating 
is available so please bring a chair, 
if you have one. A 50/50 to benefit 
the Friends of the Westiand l i b r a r y 
will take place (winner announced at 
intermission). In case of inclement 
weather, the concert will move inside. 

Amateur Chamber Music 
Workshop: 1 p.m. Aug. 13, Adults and 
Teens 

Join a low-pressure group aimed at; 
beginner to intermediate musicians 
who want to learn, play and practice 
duets, trios and quartets with other 
musicians. No instrument is required. 
A recorder is provided to the instru
ment-less and/or inexperienced. 
Please sign up at the Reference Desk 
or just show up. 

Job Seekers Lab: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Tuesdays, 5-8 p.m. Wednesdays and 

1-4 p.m. Fridays. 
Have a question regarding format

ting your resume, setting up an e-mail 
account, attaching your resume to an 
online application, searching for a job, 
or any other job-related activity? Stop 
by the library, where computers are 
set up specifically for job seekers. A 
librarian will be available to help. Drop 
in. No reservation needed. 

Drop-in Knitting Nights i the 
Library: 7 p.m. every Wednesday. 
Everyone welcome, including crochet-
ers. 

Chess Group: 7-8:45 p.m. 
Thursdays and 1-4 p.m. Saturdays 

Like to play chess? Want to get 
better? Come to the library and play 
a couple of games. Bring your own 
board or use one of ours. Novices to 
Chess Masters are all welcome. No 
signup required. 

Information Central was compiled 
by Tara Scott. The William P. Faust 
Public Library is at 6123 Central City 
Parkway, Westiand. For more informa
tion, call (734) 326-6123 or go online 
to westlandlibrary.org. 

My life's unfolding 
one bead at a time. 

G I F T W I T H P U R C H A S E A u g u s t I O t h - A u g u s t 3 1 s t 
R c ' . v A O a C ' l i a m i l i . 1 b ^ i c h r a u ' l U ( a ^ 4 0 j e U i i i \ a : u e ) w i t h y o i i i p u r r h a s c 

o t S I i H J o i m o r e o f C h a m i l i a J e w e l r y •whdesiwba.sjM 

M E Gold & Silver ^ a t a a a s r * * 
V l l » W W * inside the Heights Shopping Plaza Next to Krogers 

Exchange 313-914-3759 Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-6pm; Sat. 10am-4pm 

DOB Hsritmiios 

arid Sis&tOMmiit 
Try our 
FRESH MEAT DEPARTMENT! 

• Prime USDA, Trimmed Extra 
Lean Beef, Pork & Chicken 

• Custom Meat Butchering & Cuts 
Try our 
FRESH CHIHUAHUA CHEESE 

Flour & Corn Tortillias 
Homemade Tamales, 

Tostadas & Dips 

Specialty Products Including: 
CACTUS, TOMATILLOS & More 

10% Oil 
A n y G r o c e r y P u r c h a s e 

With this coupon * Expires 9-18-11 

• I t i 

34707Ford Road (East o f Wayne Road) ® Westiand 

—THE NEW ANDRQiO-POWERED 
s i n e i c i o c r 

d a t a , t a l k & t e x t 
includes 2 GB of full-speed data. 

Limited time S a m s u n g 
E X H I B I T S 

FAIRLANE MALL 
1 8 9 0 0 Michigan Avenue 
Space # G111 
Dearborn, Ml 
3 1 3 - 2 7 1 - 3 6 8 3 

FRASER 
3 1 2 1 3 Utica Road 
Fraser, Ml 
586-285-9100 

FORDS BEECH 
26428 Ford Road 
Dearborn Heights, Ml 
313-724-0931 

J O H N R 
12 E14 Mile Road 
Madison Heights, Ml 
248-588-8500 

LAKESIDE 
1 3 9 4 7 Lakeside Circle 
Sterling Heights, Ml 
5 8 6 - 5 6 6 - 3 3 9 3 

LATHRUP 
1 7 6 5 5 W12 Mile Road 
Lathrup Village, Ml 
248-424-9500 

LIVONIA 
2 9 2 4 5 6 Mile Road 
Livonia, Ml 
7 3 4 - 4 2 2 - 8 2 0 0 

PLYMOUTH 
2 5 8 0 1 Plymouth Road 
Redford TWR Ml 
3 1 3 - 9 3 7 - 0 8 0 0 

REDFORD 
8 8 1 1 Telegraph Road 
Redford, Ml 
3 1 3 - 5 3 2 - 0 4 0 0 

STERLING HEIGHTS 
3 6 8 1 6 Van Dyke Avenue 
Sterling Heights, Ml 
5 8 6 - 9 7 7 - 9 9 7 7 

WESTLAND 
3 4 4 1 0 Ford Road 
Westiand, Ml 
7 3 4 - 3 2 6 - 4 4 5 5 

WYANDOTTE 
3 1 7 1 Fort Street 
Wyandotte, Ml 
7 3 4 - 2 8 2 - 2 0 0 0 

now faster than ever 
Operated by Wireless Vision, LLC 

T - M o b i l e ' s HSPA+ 4G n e t w o r k , i n c l u d i n g i n c r e a s e d s p e e d s , not a v a i l a b l e e v e r y w h e r e . S e e c o v e r a g e d e t a i l s at T - M o b i l e . c o m . 
limited time offer; subject to change. Taxes and fees additional. Not all plans or features available on ali devices. Unlimited features for direct U.S. communications between 
2 people. General Terms: At participating iocations.-Domestic only. Credit approval, $35 per line activation fee, and two-year agreement with up to $200/Une early cancellation 
fee required; deposit may apply. If you switch plans you may be bound by existing or extended contract term (Including early cancellation provisions) and/or charged an up 
to $200 fee. You may be unable to switch to some plans. Additional requirements may apply to business customers; Premier and other business/association discounts not 
available. Regulatory Programs Fee {not a tax or government-mandated charge) of up to $1.61 per line/month applies- Taxes approx. 6-29¾ of bill. Device Offer: While sup
plies last. Qualifying postpaid Value plan with uniimited data plan including 2GB or higher full-speed data allotment and new 2-year contract required. Discount provided in 
the form of a mail-in rebate, and fulfilled via VISA card. Allow 6-8 weeks for processing; must remain active and in good standing on account at time rebate is processed. See 
rebate form for details. Device and screen images simulated, Data: For unlimited data pians, full speeds available up to monthly data allotment; after allotment used, speeds 
slowed to up to 2Q speeds for remainder of billing cycle. Your data session, plan, or service may be slowed, suspended, terminated, or restricted if you use your service in a 
way that interferes with or impacts our network or ability to provide quality service to other users, if you roam for a signift cant portion of your usage, or if you use a dispropor

tionate amount of bandwidth during a billing cycle. Some devices require specif! c data plans. You may not use your plan or device for prohibited uses. Domestic use only. 
Some devices may transmit and receive data without any user action, which may result in unexpected charges when you travel internationally. Discounted Device I In-Store 
Rebate Offer; Limited to specific model(s); Supplies may be limited and offer may not be available at ali locations. We reserve the right to substitute different models of equal 
or greater value. See store for details. Device and screen images simulated. Messaging; You will be charged for ail messages you send and that are sent to you even if they 
aren't received, Length/size of messages may be limited. Coverage; Coverage not available everywhere, Abnormal Usage: Service may be limited or terminated for misuse, 
abnormal usage or signift cant roaming. See brochures and Terms and Conditions (including arbitration provision) at www.T-Mobiie.com tor additional information. © 2011 
Samsung Telecommunications America, LLC ("Samsung"). Samsung and Exhibit are both trademarks of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. 4G 
used in connection with the Samsung Exhibit" 4G product name refers to the fact that the Samsung Exhibit"1 4G is designed with HSPA+ technology. Android is a trademark 
of Google, I no. Portions of this page are reproduced from work created and shared by Google and used according to terms described in the Creative Commons 3.0 license. 
T-Mobile and the magenta color are registered trademarks of Deutsche Telekom AG. 

http://hometownlife.com
http://westlandlibrary.org
http://westlandlibrary.org
http://Mobile.com
http://www.T-Mobiie.com
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Want a quick wholesome meal 
that's also delicious? 
Piepers has 13 varieties of 
hand-held savory pies with 
a flavor for everyone's 
tastes, Best of o i l , Piepers 
are mode with all-notura" 
ingredients, so you 
con eat fresh a n d . 
delicious every d a y 

/M4-C d, sfe'W (if 
OVvf" wX&cXiOirW, ' - -
MQ PULLED PORK SPINACH & CHEESE 
VEGETARIAN OMELETTE ': HAM & CHEESE 
ORIGINAL MEP w/ J A I A P E N O 
TIAOfllONAL CHICKEN Q U E S A D I L L A !***** *VoOM^thrvu 8/19/11 ****** I 

rafc& fro-%e#i/p<w home fro-bafco-ycnwielf̂ / I nre4x^fh^c<irr'AV^'0^ v>~<& \ 
"Limit ONE p r tuMonw- i 

Const! bo tofslisM w/otfeer s i t e , |-
rv f r e W v S A L A D S 

We moke our salads to order on a bed of 
c spring mix and crisp romaine lettuce. 

Only the freshest veggies, 
fruits and cheeses make it 

onto our plates, topped , 
with wholesorne;:ona\:;.' 

delectable dressings. " 

I M W # « ^ M # I . I mm %0 

& P O P P Y 

Make Plymouth your R e t i r e m e n t D e s t i n a t i o n ! 

Live your life in an active 

and engaging community 

that supports good times 

with family and friends 

while enjoying the privacy 

of your own home. 

Callfor your personal 

tour and lunch today! 

rh l i t 

I n d e p e n d e n c e 
V i l l a g e J L L 

P h / m A i i f h ^ * 

14707 Northville Road 
Plymouth, MI 48170 

(734) 453-2600 

Independence for you 
ace of mind for vour fa 

www.SeniorVillages.com 
A Senior Village Managed Community 

http://hometownlife.com
http://www.SeniorVillages.com
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S T R E S S N U T R I T I O N , 

S A F E T Y A T E X A M S 

New f a c e s a b o u n d f o r M a d o n n a m e n ' s s o c c e r 

Hess 

B Y B R A D EMONS 

O B S E R V E R S T A F F WRITER 

When head coach Eric Scott opens 
practice Monday for his second 
Madonna University men's soccer 
season, he may need 
name tags. 

With eight new 
recruits and 15 other 
players gone, the sec
ond-year coach will 
more than likely have 
an extended "getting 
acquainted" period. 

"We lost (seven) 
a lot to graduation, 
so my assistant Ken 
Shingledecker had to go out and 
recruit hard and I thought we did 
a good job for the most part," said 
Scott, who is coming off an 8-6 sea
son. "We did a lot in the Catholic 
League and the east side. I'm happy 
with where we're at." 

There are, however, some veterans 
who return. 

Forward Mustapha Olorunnimbe, 
native of Lagos, Nigeria via Oakland 
Community College, is back as the 
team's top scorer (nine goals, three 
assists). He was a second-team 
All-Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic 
Conference selection along with 
junior midfielder Franco Giorgi. 

Others who have starting experi
ence that return include sophomore 
midfielder Brandon Hess (Livonia/ 
Detroit Catholic Central), senior 
midfielder Andrew Kidder and soph
omore midfielder Jacob Rosiek. 

Among the other returnees from 

last year's roster include sophomore 
goalkeeper Erich Richter, junior 
forward Steve Templeton and sopho
more midfielder Ali Rida. 

Junior defender Cayle Lackten, 
who hails from Ancaster, Ontario, 
also returns after taking a year off. 

"Last year they were getting used 
to the environment that was created 
on my part," Scott said. "A lot of it 
was new and is was hard to jell over
night." 

The Crusaders, who finished 3-
3 last year in the WHAC (fourth 
place), will have nearly a month to 
put the pieces together. 

They'll have scrimmages Aug. 25 
(at Saginaw Valley State) and Aug. 
30 (at Albion College) before the 
official season opener Wednesday, 
Sept. 7 at home against Lawrence 
Tech. 

How the Crusaders will fare this 
season may depend on the eight 
newcomers led by a pair of highly-
touted transfers from Schoolcraft 
College - midfielder Joe Carver and 
forward Dane Laird (Farmington 
Hills Harrison). 

The two combined over the past 
two seasons with the nationally-
ranked Ocelots for 16 goals and 17 
assists. 

"They both play with high pace 
and energy, something that we didn't 
have last year," Scott said. "They 
played in a program where they were 
always in a high attack mode. Laird 
is a former hockey player who knows 
how to get to the goal fast. He'll also 

Please see MADONNA, B2 

TIM 8USCH | MU SPORTS INFORMATION 

Lagos, Nigeria native Mustapha Olorunnimbe, a sophomore, returns as the Crusaders' top 
scorer with nine goals and three assists. 

Schmitt defends 
U.S. freestyle title 

B Y B R A D E M O N S 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

So much for jet lag. 
Less than a week after capturing a 

gold medal in the women's 4 x 200-
meter freestyle relay at the FINA World 
Aquatic Championships 
in Shanghai, China, 
Canton's Allison Schmitt 
returned home to suc
cessfully defend her indi
vidual 200 freestyle title 
Wednesday at the 2011 
ConocoPhillips National 
Championships in Palo 
Alto, Calif. 

The University of 
Georgia junior, representing the North 
Baltimore (Md.) Aquatic Club, made 
the halfway turn in ninth place before 
rallying for the win in 1 minute, 5 7 - 9 4 
seconds. 

Schmitt 

Please see SCHMITT, B2 

W O R L D h 
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Power tumbler 
hits World stage 
Skinner is England-bound 

BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Power tumbler Casey Skinner of Livonia, wearing her 
bronze medal, is headed later this year to Birmingham, 
England for the World Age Group Trampoline & Tumbling 
Championships. 

B Y B R A D E M O N S 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

It was mission accomplish
ment for Casey Skinner, who 
some day envisions competing 
in the Olympics. 

And now the training will 
only amp up a notch for the 
Livonia Stevenson High junior, 
who has qualified for the 
Trampoline & Tumbling World 
Championships, Nov. 16-19, in 
Birmingham, England. 

Skinner captured a bronze 
medal in power tumbling 
for Girls 15-16 at the USA 
Gymnastics Junior Elite 

Championships held July 8-10 
at the Freeman Coliseum in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

"From here on out I'll 
be working on new passes 
because it's an international 
competition and I'll need to go 
in there with something else so 
I can compete," Skinner said. 
"It's going to be more intense 
because there are no Worlds 
next year. As far as the com
petition this year I had to do 
what I have to do to medal and 
placing." 

In the Junior Elite power 

Please see SKINNER, B2 

'Run for the Hills' gathers up steam in popularity 
B Y T I M S M I T H 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Big-name marathons have nothing 
on Farmington's Shiawassee Park as 
far as Ed Anderson is concerned. 

And the director of the second 
annual Run for the Hills figures he has 
plenty of company as this year's event 
on Saturday, Aug. 20, draws near. 

Anderson, a Farmington Hills 
resident, said registration numbers 
for this year's event are about 800 
— twice the amount in 2010. 

"I think everybody that came last 
year had a really good time," Anderson 
said. "First off, the race courses are 
really scenic and quite nice for the 
runners. Everybody got free pizza and 
bagels at the end. People felt they were 

really well-taken care of. 
"We heard nothing but a lot of good 

feedback from all of the runners, that 
they liked the course and the way 
the community sort of embraced the 
whole race. They said 'We're coming 
back next year.'" 

They'll be coming from other states 
and countries to participate in the 
myriad races slated for Aug. 20. Those 

include: a ok walk; lk, 5k and 10k 
runs; and 5k and 10k team races. 

Also back will be Eric Green, who 
captured the 10k race in 2010 and 
eventually was named Michigan 
Runner of the Year, Anderson said. 

"He already vowed to me that 
he's never going to miss the race," 

S I D E L I N E S 

University of Detroit Mercy 
track and field coach Guy Murray 
announced the sipings Thursday 
of three first-team All-Observer * 
picks. 

Added to the men's squad is 
North Farmington's Shammah 
Carter, the 2011 Oakland Country 
runner-up in the 110-meter hur
dles and two-time MHSAA Division 
1 semifinalist in the same event '•• 

Carter posted the area's best 
time (14.6) in the 110 hurdles and : 
ranked fourth in the 300 hurdles". 
(40.1). 

Meanwhile, twins Jacquelyn '' 
and Josephine Zolynsky of , >-
Farmington High will be joining 
the women's team. 

They were part of the 4 x 4 0 0 
and 4 x 800 Division 1 state quali
fying relay teams in 20TI and the 
1,600 relay quartet in 2010. 

. Josephine and Jacquelyne 
posted bests this season of 
1:00.63 and tOl.3, respectively, in 
the 400 dash. 

The Michigan Bucks'Mitch 
Hildebrandt (Livonia Stevenson) 
was named Goalkeeper of the 
Year in the Premier Development 
League during the Final Four PDL 
banquet hosted Friday in Tampa, 
Fla. by the United Soccer League. 

Hildebrandt an Oakland 
University senior, began his PDL 
career in the POL five years ago 
while still in high school during a 
game in Cleveland, Ohio. 

He registered a PDL high 12 
wins and 12 shutouts on the 
season, while making spectacular 
saves in nearly every match. 

Hildebrandt is the first Bucks 
keeperto ever earn Goalkeeper 
of the Year. 

He was also named to the All 
PDL XI squad along with team- -: -
mate Stew Givers, the Defender 
of the Year, as one of the top Ti in 
the;64-team league with nearly 
2,000 players. • 

Givens led the defense that 
only yielded nine goals in 16 regu
lar season games this season and 
did not allow a goal at home until 
the playoffs as the Bucks fell to 
the Thunder Bay (Ontario) Chill in 
the Central Conference final, 2-1. 

Givens and Hildebrandt were 
joined by another 0U product 
Tom Catalano, on the All Central 
Conference team. 

Gary Parsons, in his third sea
son, was named PDL Coach of the 
Year after leading the Bucks to a 
12-2-2 record and a Great Lakes 
Division title. 

The former Oakland University 
mentor is the third different 
Bucks coach to earn the title join
ing Steve Burns 0997) and Joe 
Malchino(2000) 

Please see RUN, B4 

' Registration is on for the 
2011 Men's Observer & Eccentric 
Open, a 36-hole medal play event 
Sunday-Monday, Sept. 4-5, at Fox 
Creek and Whispering Willows golf 
courses. 

The entry fee is $95 and is lim
ited to the first 120 golfers. There 
will be $2,500 in guaranteed 
prizes in three different flights 
(championship, first and seniors 
55 and up). Entries close 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 27. 

Visit www.golflivonia.com or 
call (248)476-4493. 
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Members of the 13-and-under Great Lakes Cardinals, the USSSA AAA World Series runner-up, include (front row, from 
left): Tyler Laurentius, Grant Hartwig, Seth Hubbard, Ravi Mahanti, Trevor Friday, Frankie Bellino, Andrew Hejka; 
(back row, from left) coach Frank Bellino, manager Dan Hejka, Cameron Stella, Myles Ivory, Cameron Shaughnessy, 
Zachary Prystash, coaches John Shaughnessy and Emile Mahanti. 

Great Lakes Cardinals 
wind up 2nd in USSSA 

BY BRAD EMONS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Make way Albert Pujols, Lance Berkman and 
Chris Carpenter - these Cardinals can play a 
little baseball, too. 

The 13-and-under Great Lakes Cardinals 
recently completed 49-10 season, including a 
runner-up finish, July 20-24, in the USSSA 
AAA World Series in Liberty, Mo. 

The Great Lakes Cards went 7-2 during the 
AAA World Series before losing to Paducah 
(Ky.) in the finals. 

Ravi Mahanti (Farmington) was the team's 
leading hitter during the tournament with 
a .678 batting average, while Andrew Hejka 
(Canton) was right behind at .619. 

Seth Hubbard (Canton) collected 12 of 
his team-leading 60 RBI during the nine-
game World Series and Hejka, a shortstop, 
was named the tournament's top defensive 
player. 

The Cardinals also captured Liberty Park 
Classic in Sterling Heights along with the 
Sylvania (Ohio) Fourth of July Tournament 
this season. 

"Everybody put aside their individual 
accomplishments and accomplished some
thing for the team," said manager Dan 
Hejka, who was coached the Cardinals for 
five seasons.,"It was all about teamwork." 

Grant Hartwig (Plymouth) was the team's 
leading hitter for the season at .432 followed 
by Hejka (.403) and Mahanti (.397). 

The pitching staff was led by right-handers 
Cameron Stella (Plymouth) and Hartwig. 

Stella went 8-0 with a 1.88 earned run 
average. He struck out 57 in 41 innings. 

Hartwig finished 8-3 with two saves. In 63 
innings he fanned 88. 

Rounding out the Cardinals squad is 
Tyler Laurentius (Canton), Trevor Friday 
(Farmington), Frankie Bellino (Canton), 
Myles Ivory (Ypsilanti), Cameron Shaughnessy 
(Plymouth) and Zachary Prystash (Northville). 

Hejka's coaching staff includes Frank Bellino, 
John Shaughnessy and Emile Mahanti. 

The main core of the Cardinals will move on 
next season as the 14-and-under USSSA Major 
team. 

b e m o n s @ h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m I (313) 222-6851 

SKINNER 
FROM PAGE B1 

tumbling, Skinner took first 
during the prelims with scores 
of 30.4 and 31.2 and before 
winding up third after posting 
a total of 62.7 in the finals. 

Royal Oak's Miranda Kerr, • 
a teammate of Skinner's at 
AGT Flip City in Warren, 
captured the gold with 63.0, 
while Brittney Bernard of the 
Oklahoma (Tulsa) Extreme 
won the silver with 62.8. 

"I think I did the best I could 
and left everything out of the 
floor," said Skinner, who was 
working around a left ankle 
injury. "I was better in the pre
lims than I was in the finals, 
but overall I was proud of what 
I did. I made my goal, which 
was to make the national team 
and go to worlds." 

Skinner was given a hero's 
welcome after her trip to the 
Junior Elite Championships. 

"When I came home there 
was banner that said: 'Flipping 
around the world, but she still 
trips on the carpet,'" she said. 
"It was nice to come home 
and see that.My dad (Ronald) 
made it and it was kind of 
cute." 

Although Skinner is now one 
of four members of the USA's 
World Age-Group Competition 
Team for 15-16 power tum
bling, funds are not provided 
by USA Gymnastics and she 
now must raise $3,000 to 
make the trip to England. 

And it starts with a bottle 
drive and garage sale, which 
is set for 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday, Aug. 
.18-19, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 
20-21, at the Skinner's home, 
which is located at 16805 
Wayne Road, just two houses 
south of Six Mile, in Livonia. 

Donations are also welcome 
by calling Anita Skinner, 
Cassandra's mother, at (734) 
516-0661; or by e-mailing ani-
tafrita@hotmail.com. 

b e m o n s i h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o m | (313) 222-6851 
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Members of the Michigan Jaguars, coached by Barry Scott, include Zachary Bock, Jason Carmack, Luai Fakhoury, 
James Hague, Travis Hamers, Clay King, Matthew Klura, Ken Krolicki, Vikram Mathias, Nathan McLean, K. Scott 
Michael, Nichola Oakley, Griffin Parks, Antonio Pisto, Matheo Plate, Philip Ritchie, Joseph VanHouten and Michael 
Winters. 

M i c h i g a n Jags U-15 
N a t i o n a l r u n n e r - u p 
Electricity fill the air as the 2011 US Youth 

Soccer National champions were crowned 
July 30-31 at the Reach 11 Sports Complex in 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

The under-15 Michigan Jaguars, who train 
out of Total Soccer in Wixom, finished runner-
up losing 3-1 to the Chicago Fire Juniors. 

The Jaguars are comprised of players from 
Canton, Plymouth, Northville, Novi, Livonia, 
Ypsilanti and Commerce Township. 

Canton's Griffin Parks staked the Jaguars to 
a 1-0 lead in the fifth minute of the champi
onship match only to have Michael Catalano, 
Christian Hanock-Berhanu and Brian 
Werchek answer with three second-half goals 
for Chicago. 

The Jaguars opened tourney play with a 
2-1 victory over FC Dallas Premier (Tex.) on 
goals by Ken Krolicki (18th minute) and Travis 
Hamers ( 2 7 t h minute). 

Grant Norris countered for Dallas in the 41st 
minute. 

A pair of goals by Alan Winn gave Solar 
Chelsea 96 (Tex.) a 3-0 win over the Jaguars in 
the second round. 

The Jaguars then reached the finals by 
defeating the San Diego (Calif.) FC Gauchos, 
4-1, O A goals by Luai Fakhoury, Parks, Zachary 
Bock and Michael Winters. 

The 2011 US Youth Soccer National 
Championship Series began in the fall of last 
year with more than 10,000 teams competing 
in state, regional and national qualifying tour
naments. 

The field was paired down to 60 through the 
state and regional Championships and then the 
top two boys and girls teams at each age (14-
19) battled it out in to determine who would be 
crowned champion. 

The Jaguars qualified for the Nationals 
in March by winning the US Youth Soccer 
National League. They finished with a 5-1-1 
record, beating top teams from Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, South Carolina, New Jersey and Texas. 

Livonia power tumbler Casey Skinner performs a full-out straight during USA 
Gymnastics Elite Trampoline & Tumbling Championships held last month in 
San Antonio, Texas. 

S t i n g r a y s m a k e w a v e s a t Y M C A s 
July proved to busy and 

highly productive month 
for the Farmington Family 
Stingrays swim team coached 
by Rich Bennetts and 
Mohamad Bachrouche. 

On July 26-29, four 
Stringrays competed in the 
2011YMCA Long Course 
Nationals at Georgia Tech 
University in Atlanta. 

The Stingrays were led by 
Marina Borri, who placed 
seventh in the 100-meter 
breaststroke (1:15.86); 15th, 
200 breaststroke (2:43.95); 
24th, 400 individual medley 
(5:15.18); and 34th, 50 breast-

stroke (36.09). 
The 400 medley relay four

some of Olivia Rath, Borri, 
Miranda Shelly and Lauren 
Folkert also placed 15th 
(4:34.34). ' 

The Stingrays also added a 
26th in the 200 medley relay 
(2:06.66) and 49th in the 400 
freestyle relay (4:16.14). 

Shelly was 33rd, 200 but
terfly (2:28.6); 40th, 100 but
terfly (1:07.01); and 41st, 50 
butterfly (30.62); 

Folkert placed 41st, 200 
backstroke (2:28.6); 65th, 50 
backstroke (33.43) and 100 
backstroke (1:10.23); and 

110th, 200 freestyle (2:18.02). 
Rath added a 36th, 50. back-

stroke (32.68); '69thV 2()6 back
stroke (2:31.46): and 82nd, 100 
backstroke (1:10.84). 

At the Michigan Long 
Course State Championships 
held July 22-24 at Jenison 
High School, 15-year-old Nick 
Leshok took 11th in the 200 
IM (2:20.76); 12th, 100 breast-
stroke (1:13.73) and 50 free
style (25.92); along with a 19th 
in the 200 freestyle (2:04.74). 

Teammate Miranda 
Doepker also competed in the 
100 butterfly and 200 free
style events. 

SCHMITT 
FROM PAGE B1 

Catherine Breed and Alyssa 
Anderson took second and 
third with times of 1:58.86 and 
1:59.31, respectively. 

At 100 meters, Schmitt 
was next to last in 59.20, but 
finished the final 100 with a 
negative split in 58.74. 

"I was trying to change my 
race strategy from Worlds," 
Schmitt told Universal Sports 
TV commentators Rowdy 
Gaines and Ted Robinson 
from the Stanford University 
pool. "I tried to bring it back 
and stay out of wakes. It was 
definitely fun and I tried to 
bring it home the last 100.", 

Schmitt is the American 
record holder in the 200 free
style (1:54.96 set. July, 2009 
in Rome). In Shanghai, she 
placed sixth in 1:56.98( 

Last Tuesday, Schmitt 
placed fourth in the 400 free
style (4:09.43) at the National 
as Ashley Steenvoorden 
won the race in 4:07.63 fol
lowed by Chloe Sutton and 
Elizabeth Beisel in 4:08.52 
and 4:09.25, respectively. 

In Thursday's 800 free
style relay, the Athens (Ga.) 
Bulldog Swim Club placed 
first as Chelsea Nauta, 
Morgan Scroggy, Shannon 
Vreeland and Megan Romano 
were clocked in 7:58.14. 

Schmitt's North Baltimore 
foursome, including Elizabeth 
Pelton, Camryne Morris and 
Kelly Offut, took second in 
8:00.51. 

In Shanghai, Schmitt 
anchored the 800 relay four
some of Missy Franklin, 
Dagny Knutson and Krthryn 
Hoff to a gold medal in 

7:46.14 edging second-place 
Australia (7:47.42) and third-
place China (7:47-66). 

"It was a lot of fun," said 
Schmitt, who won a bronze 
medal in the 4 x 200 freestyle 
relay at the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. "It was a great 
feeling. It's the first time I've 
been on the gold medal relay 
for the U.S. so it's really excit
ing." 

Schmitt is a three-time 
NCAA champion (twice in 
the 500-yard freestyle and 
once in the 200 freestyle), 
along with being a National 
champion in the 400 freestyle 
(2009). 

She was also a silver med
alist twice in the 2009 FINA 
Worlds in the 200 freestyle 
and 800 freestyle relay. 

b e m o n s i h o m e t o w n i i f e . c o m | (313) 222-6851 

MADONNA 
FROM PAGE B1 

provide good leadership." 
Forward George Sami and 

defender Sean Koza, both 
from Birmingham Brother 
Rice's 2009 Division 1 state 
championship squad, could 
provide immediate help along 
with Kyle Karmo, a stable 
and steady defender from 
Orchard Lake St. Mary Prep. 

All three have considerable 
experience at a high club level 

playing for the Wolves East 
Academy team. 

Scott, meanwhile, also 
signed goalkeeper Scott 
Poole (Madison Heights 
Lamphere) along with cen
ter-back Niqholi LaRocca 
(Mount Clemens Chippewa 
Valley) and midfielder Ryan 
Williams (Auburn Hills 
Avondale). 

"I'm happy with this year's 
class and a lot of them could 
start," Scott said. "We had to 

reload with another big class. 
If they work hard, I think 
we can get back to where 
Pete (Alexander) and Tino 
(Scicluna) had it, then we can 
scale back a little next year 
with some high quality kids. 

"I know the guys are excit
ed to come to practice. I've 
gotten messages from them 
and they're ready to come 
back." 

bemonsfhometownlife.com | (313)222-6851 
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Cobras strike 
The Westland Cobras 12-and-under team recently captured the Pony Bronco district title by defeating host 
Walled Lake, 15-10. The Cobras advanced to the Grand Ledge regional final before losing to Tri-Village, 9-4, 

"" arid finished with a 5-1 tourney record. Members of the Cobras include (front row, from left)rKevin Behrendt, 
Evan Kuczmarski, Drake Snyder, Brett Stern, Joe Targosz, Chris Nehasil; (second row, from left) Daniel Dawes, 
John Savage, Shane Ciucci, Jack Ores, Wyatt Smith, Daniel Quaine, Christian Bagnall; (back row, from left): 
coaches Tom Ores, Ron Targosz and Rick Stern. 

Hew Whaler 
The Ontario Hockey League's 
Plymouth Whalers announced 
the acquisition Thursday of 
20-year-old forward Andy 
Bathgate from the Belleville 
Bulls, in return, the Whalers 
send third-round picks in 
the 2013 and 2014 OHL 
Priority Selection draft back 
to Belleville. Bathgate was 
the Bulls' third-round pick 
(54th overall) in the 2007 
OHL Priority Selection and 
was taken by the Pittsburgh 
Penguins in the fifth round 
(151st overall) in the 2009 
National Hockey League entry 
draft. Bathgate enjoyed his 
best offensive season in the 
OHL last season for the Bulls, 
scoring 25 goals and 35 assists 
for 60 points in 64 games. The 
acquisition of Bathgate gives 
Plymouth five overage players 
(1991 birthdays) on the roster 
including forwards Bathgate, 
RJ Mahalak, Jamie Devane 
and Peter Neal, along with 
defenseman Beau Schmitz. AARON BELL IOHLIMAGES 

Youth baseball tryouts 

• Tryouts for the LBSA and 
Livonia Travel Baseball at for the 
2012 season are for the following 
age groups at Bicentennial Field 
No. 8: 

Under-8: Sunday, Aug. 14 (4-6 
p.m.) - manager Bill Schaffer, 
mattfournier22@sbcglobal.net; 

Under-9: Sunday, Aug. 14 
(noon-2 p.m.) - manager, TBD, 
ccrumberger@yahoo.com; 

Under-10: Sunday, Aug. 14 
(2-4 p.m.) - manager Aaron 
Rumberger, Livonia Lakers, 
ccrumberger@yahoo.com; 

TJnder-11: Sunday, Aug. 14 (6-8 
p.m.) - manager Matt Fournier, 
Livonia Longhorns, mattfourni-
er22@sbcglobal.net; 

Under-13: Saturday, Aug. 20 
(10 a.m. to 12 noon), Sunday, 
Aug. 21 (12 noon to 2 p.m.) 
- manager Brian Dewhirst, 
Livonia Titans, wd219@aol.com. 

Please contact the team man
agers directly with any questions 
or if you are unable to make the 
listed date to schedule an indi
vidual evaluation. 

• Tryouts for the 11-and-under 
2012 Canton Cobras will be from 
2-4 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 14 and 
21 at Massey Field, located at 
Plymouth and Haggerty roads, 
in Plymouth. 

The Cobras will play in the 
KVBSA along with two fall tour
neys and eight spring and sum
mer tournaments. 

For more information, call 
Jack Murray at (734) 968-5808; 
ore-mailmurray6@woway.com. 

• Tryouts for the 15-and-under 
2012 Great Lakes Cardinals will-
be from noon-2 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 21 at Massey Field, located 
at Haggerty and Plymouth 
roads, in Plymouth. 

The Cardinals will be a tour-
- nament team only with three-
to-four tourneys scheduled fol
lowing the high school baseball 
season. 

For more information, call 
Jack Murray at (734) 968-5808; 
or e-mail murray6@woway.com. 

• Tryouts for the 13-and-under 
Canton Storm will be from 1-3 
p.m. Sunday, Aug. 14 and 28 at 
Griffin Park. 

Players from Plymouth-
Canton entering seventh grade 
and no older than 13 by May 1, 

SPORTS ROUNDUP 

2012, are eligible. 
For more information, e-mail 

Robert Brooks at RobBr@mpc-
inc.com; or call (313) 770-5666. 

• Age-group tryouts for 2012 
Canton Cardinals travel baseball 
teams will be Sunday, Aug. 21 at 
Heritage Park for the following 
times: 

8:30-10:30 a.m., 9-and-
under; 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
10- and-under; 12:30-2:30 p.m., 
11- and-under; 2:30-4:30 p.m., 
12- and-under; 4:30-6:30 p.m., 
13- and-under; 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
14- and-under. 

Players are encouraged to 
attend both tryout sessions per 
age group, but must attend at 
least one session to be considered 
for the team. The age group is 
determined by the player's age on 
April 30, 2012. 

For more information, contact 
Canton Cardinals baseball com
missioner Alan B. Zidzik at (313) 
805-2756. 

• Tryouts for the 2012 Motor 
City Chiefs Baseball Club, a 
10-and-under team, will be at 
7 p.m. Monday, Aug. 8 and 10 
a.m. Saturday, Aug. 13 at UAW 
Local 735 Field, 48055 Michigan 
Avenue, Canton. 

The Plymouth-Canton based 
Chiefs, who welcome players 
from all communities, will play 
in the KVBSA as well local tour
neys. 

If unable to attend tryout 
dates an evaluation can occur 
before Aug. 13. 

For more information, call 
(734) 377-3123; or e-mail motor-
citybaseball@gmail.com. 

• An open baseball tryout for 
the newly-formed 11-and-under 
Dearborn Heights Knights will 
be from 6:30-8:30 p.m., Monday, 
Aug. 8, at Canfield Arena Field, 
located on Kinloch (south of 
Ford Road) between Beech Daly 
an Inkster, in Dearborn Heights. 

Players from all communities 
are welcome and you need to 
attend only one of two sessions. 
Arrive 15 minutes prior to each 
session. 

For pre-registration informa
tion, call head coach Brad Ebben 
at (248) 924-0489; or e-mail 
bebbenlatt.net. 

City Golf Challenge 
The 52nd annual 2011 City 

Golf Challenge, Western Wayne's 
oldest amateur golf tournament, 
will be Saturday, Aug. 13 at the 
newly redesigned Fellows Creek 
Golf Course. 

The event on the 27-hole 
championship course starts at 
8 a.m. 

The cost is $50 (includes cart). 
Each city must have at least 

five golfers to be entered in 
the Challenge with Westland 
defending its title against 
teams from Wayne, Canton, 
Livonia, Belleville, Romulus and 
Plymouth. 

Entrants will be competing for 
individual awards based upon 
flights and divisions from each 
city during the first nine holes. 
Men and women of all ages will 
also be competing for each city's 
top awards. 

For more information, e-mail 
Bill Hawley at bhawk@woway. 
com; or swinkelman@ci.wayne. 
mi.us. 

Experienced golfers 
Golfers with two or more years 

of experience can learn to swing 
with balance from an uneven 
lie from PGA professional Tami 
Bealeart from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Aug. 8 at Hickory Creek 
Golf Course, 3625 Napier Road 
(off Ford Road), in Superior 
Township. 

Included in the $20 cost are 
practice balls and golf tips ($10 
additional for golf and cart fol
lowing class). 

To reserve a spot (by 3 p.m. 
Monday), visit TrainwithTami@ 
yahoo.com; or call (734) 731-
0238. 

Hickory Creek golf 
Hickory Creek Golf Course, 

located at 3625 Napier Road 
(at Ford Road), in Superior 
Township, has three upcoming 
golf events starting with the 
junior scramble from 10:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 24. 

Also on tap is Ladies Night 
Out "Margaritas on the Range 
from 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
25 (cost $20 if registered by Aug. 
15), and the Glow Golf & Fish 
Fry from 7:30-11:30 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 30. 

For more information, visit 
TrainwithTami@yahoo.com; or 
call (734) 731-0238. . 

Shop with the experts 

SIDING 
Wi iRLD 
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VINYL SIDING 
Per Sq. 
W H I I f c 

+ Some Colors First Quality w/Warranly 

SEAMLESS GUTTERS 
6" GUTTER 5" GUTTER 

Per Foot 
.032 Gauge 

Per Foot 
,027 Gauge 

18 COLORS IN STOCK 
RUN TO ANY LENGTH WHILE U WAIT! 

C O I L S T O C K 
24» x 60 ft. 

White + , , i 
5 0 Colors t^cf^tHj 

CUSTOM TRIM 
AVAILABLE 

Bring in p u r measurements and 
we will custom form your trim. 

Any Shape'Any Color 

VINYL DECKING & 
RAILING SYSTEM 

CertainTeed 

E v i r N e w 
16 Colors in Stock 

Most Colors & Styles 

PerSq. ° 

Lifetime Warran 3 T 

D E T R O I T ' idiiiiAiimiiiig 

Decking • Siding • Windows • Gutters 

GUTTER LEAF GUARDS 
MANY TYPES 
IN STOCK!! 

C O L O R S 
A V A I L A B L E 

Nmxi 
Molded * 

Foam< t 
Insulation < j 

Super Foam insulated 

F R E E I n s t a l l a t i o n G u i d e s ! 1 8 L o c a t i o n s t o S e r v e Y o u B e t t e r 

LIVONIA I DETROIT WYANDOTTE! TOLEDO I INKSTER IWATERFORD 
30625 (V. Eight Mile Rd, 6450 Bght Mite Rd. 30391 Stephenson Hwy. 2151 EurekaBd. 562 S. Reynolds Rd. 3000 Middlebelt 5211 Williams Lk. Rd. 
(IflMileWestofMitkUeWt) (3 Biles East ol 1-75) (Across from Costco 8121/2 Mile) (1 Block East oi Fort St j 12 (1l«*St*Dll«(5i) fWBeSomtiolDiiieHwH 

248 313 248 734 419 734 248 
478-8884 881-2902 585-9050 284-7171 535-1100 728-0400 674-1300 

.QuantitiesLimited • OneSq.=100Sq.Ft • HOURS: Mon-Fri7:30-5:00;Sat.8:00-12:00;ClosedSunday, 

Do you know a child or teenager who goes 
above and beyond to make your community, 

neighborhood, or family better? 
Tell us your story in 500 words or less. 

One winning essay will be chosen each month to receive: 

© 4 tickets to 
a Detroit Tigers Same 

© Autographed Detroit 
Tigers item 
1 Hot & Ready 
Little Caesars Pizza 

o Pre-Game recognition at 
a Detroit Tigers Game 

Email your essay to: 
cbjordan@hometownlife.com 
Subject line: 
" P A W S F O R A P P L A U S E " 
Please include the child's name, 
age, phone number and address. 

Games: 
April 24th July 31st 
May 15th 
June 26th 

19 YOUR 
TIGER? 

August 21st 
September 25th 

hometowniife.com 

OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC 
HOMETOWN 

W E E K L I E S 
A GANNETT COMPANY 

Contest is open to kids up to 18 years old. 

http://hometownlife.com
mailto:mattfournier22@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ccrumberger@yahoo.com
mailto:ccrumberger@yahoo.com
mailto:er22@sbcglobal.net
mailto:wd219@aol.com
mailto:ore-mailmurray6@woway.com
mailto:murray6@woway.com
http://inc.com
mailto:citybaseball@gmail.com
http://bebbenlatt.net
http://yahoo.com
mailto:TrainwithTami@yahoo.com
mailto:cbjordan@hometownlife.com
http://hometowniife.com


B4 (*) Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, August 7,2011 online at hometownlife.com 

RUN 
FROM PAGE Bl 
Anderson added. "He just fired me an e-mail 
a couple days ago, and he said he's going to 
be there for sure." 

Just like in 2010, all proceeds from the 
event will go to Special Olympics. 

"I've been a longtime runner and ran a lot 
of big races, (but) now I'm retired," he said 
with a laugh. "So obviously I have time, and I 
had a very strong interest not only in creating 
a nice event for the town but also to help out 
Special Olympics. Last year I gave $5,000 to 
them from the event." 

TEAMING UP 
Individual events should be spirited, but 

ramping things up a bit are the five-runner 
team races. 

"The team races are a way to generate a 
little more spirit," he said. "Instead of going 
to a running race by yourself, you make a 
team with four other runners and you're 
going to the start line with five people on a 
team. 

"And then you just simply add the times of 
the five runners and the team that has the 
lowest combined time obviously is going to 
be the winner." 

The concept is catching on, too. Last 
year, there were only three teams, which 
Anderson said wasn't shocking given Run 
for the Hills was just getting started. 

"But this year, I'm thinking we're probably 

going to have 15 or 20 teams," he continued. 
"I can see it eventually growing to, maybe 
100 teams. 

"I think it's going to get continually more 
popular because it's a lot of fun to run as a 
team." 

Anderson, a veteran runner who also 
is founder and director of Tri-County 
Lacrosse, sees potential beyond this year for 
Run for the Hills. 

"This year we'll double last year and next 
year there's no reason to think next year we 
don't double it again," he noted. 

Anderson, who competed at the Boston 
Marathon during his running career, thinks 
the venue itself has a lot to do with that. 

"From what I can see of the running 
course, and Shiawassee Park, just the whole 
venue is just going to continue to get more 
popular," Anderson said. "It really is a great 
place to run. I've been to a lot of races that 
have grown in popularity that, I don't think 
they have as nice a venue as Farmington." 

All races will begin and end at Shiawassee 
Park, which is located near Farmington-
Shiawassee roads. Runners will go as far 
north as 11 Mile and as far east as Orchard 
Lake. 

Registration fees for those signing up until 
Aug. 19 are as follows: Ik, $15; 5k/10k, $30; 
team, $125. The cost to sign up will go up 
slightly on the day of the event. 

For more information about Run for the 
Hills, go to www.farmingtonrunforthehills. 
com. 

tsmith@hometownlife.com 
Participants of the 2010 Farmington Run for the Hills race get started at Shiawassee Park. The second annua 
place Saturday, Aug. 20. 

GREG SADLER 

race takes 

o y m e n 
To place your ad here contact us at 

c a r e e p s # t o i t i e t e w n l i f e . c o r r i 

or call 1-600-579-7355 

CHECK OUT THESE EXCITING CAREER OPPOHTUNITiES! For mm more opportunities see our "award winning* classified section! 

Help Wanted-General I0Q0 

-AIRPORT HIRIMG-
Up to $-16/hr Benefits 
CALL (313)-292-9300 

> Passenger Check - In 
1 Ground Crew Leader 
1 Hilo I Sanitation 
• Plane Deliver / Stacker 

E1 $185(221,20,28 

A word to the wise, 
¾̂¾'¾ when looking for a 

i great deal check the 

Observer S Eccentric 
i! 

Accounting 
Billing & Dispatching 

Using Word, 
Excel & Access 

Full-Time w/Great Benefits 
Hartland & NW Detroit 

Fax: (313) 535-4403 

Accounts Payable/ 
Accounts Receivable 

Insurance service firm provid
ing medical assessments 
seeking AP/AR Specialist. 
Medical exp, moderate to 
extensive exp in QuickBooks 
& excellent working knowl
edge of MS Office req'd. 
Multi-tasking, professionalism 
& organization skills a must. 

Email resume to: 
hr_mls@yahoo.com 

Assistant 
Property Manager 

Large fast paced Novi com
munity Management Com
pany has an Assistant 
Community Manager posi
tion available. Strong deci
sion making and follow up 
abilities, good communica
tion skills and computer lit
eracy required; self-moti
vated, reliable professional 
that takes pride in their 
work with strong customer 
relations aptitude. Experi
enced with task prioritiza
tion to meet deadlines and 
handle volume phone.calls 
courteously. 

Send resume to: 
lgarrett@kramertriad.com 

AUTO 
SERVICE ADVISOR 

CHEVROLET 

Salary I commission 
BCBS, Dental, Eye, 

Life, 401K -
Weekly BONUS! 

EXPERIENCED ONLY! 
Complete confidentially 

Call for interview. 
Ronald Chaudoin 

Direct 734-207-7466 
Lou LaRiche Chevrolet 

Plymouth Mi. 

AUTO BODY PAINTER 
Busy shop in Wayne, 

Benefits. 
Call: (734) 641-0750 

AUTO BODY PAINTER-

Busy shop in Wayne. 
Benefits. 

Call: (734) 641-0750 

Help Wanted-General (jj) 

AUTO SALES 
CHEVROLET 

Career oriented 
Experienced ONLY! 

Top commissions-4Q1K 
BCBS .Dental, Eye, 

Life Ins., DEMO 
Annual and monthly Bonus 

& much more! 

Call today for 
confidential interview. 
Lou LaRiche Chevrolet 

Plymouth Mi. 
Ronald Chaudoin 

Direct 734-207-7466 

Auto 
WEST SIDE 
GM DEALER 

We are in need of addition
al help! Business is VERY 
GOOD, and we are BUSY. 
We need additional help in 
our New Car prep depart
ment (prep porters- full 
and part time), our Quick 
Service department (quick 
service techs), our Body 
Shop (management), and 
our Service Department 
(port-ers, technicians, and 
management.) We offer a 
five day work week-NO 
WEEKENDS, a great cus
tomer base, facility, and 
pay and benefits package. 

These are all 
immediate openings. 

If you are qualified and 
ready to work, please 
respond with resume to: 
oeresume@hometow5life.com 

Ref Box 1862 

Automotive- Now Hiring: 

LUBE TECHS, FT 
Exp'd techs needed. BC/BS, 
vision & dental insurance. 
Wage + bonus. Opening In 
Wayne & Flatrock. 

Apply at: Lubemart 
32960 Michigan Ave. 

Wayne NW corner of Venoy 

BOOKKEPPER 
PART TIME 

Experience required. 
QuickBooks payroll, 

general ledger & Human 
Resources. 
Resume to: 

PQ Box 871757 
Canton, Ml 48187 

CAREGIVER For autistic boy 
in Farmington 

area. Afternoons, Weekends, 
$8.50/hr. (248) 342-6451 

CLEANERS, Full-Time for 
area homes. $10 hr. to start. 

No nights or wkends. Car req. 
Plymouth Area: 734-812-5683 

1-800-579-SELL 

"e,com 

Help Wanted-General 

CMM/CNC 
Machine Operator 

Growing manufacturing 
firm is looking for a 
responsible, mature indi
vidual to fill the position of 

CMM/CNC 
Machine Operator. 

Duties include using 
Brown & Sharpe CMM, 
operation of CNC lathes, 
mills, and various manual 
machines. Previous CNC 
experience also required. 

Applicants must be true 
self starters and be capa
ble of working to tight 
deadlines in a fast paced 
challenging environment. 
Must be fully capable and 
experienced with CMM 
inspection and methods. 

Please send resume and 
salary requirements to: 

PO Box 700706 
Plymouth, Ml 48170 

DRIVER (TRUCK) 
Asphalt co. taking immediate 
applications for tri-axle dump 
truck drivers. CDL Class A 
required with a minimum 2 
yrs. exp. Top pay with benefits. 
Applications being accepted at: 

S&J Asphalt 
39571 Michigan Ave. 

Canton, Ml 48188 

homdown^exom 

DRIVER 
Local Welding Supply 
Company looking for a Full 
Time Driver. Must have 
Class B CDL with hazmat 
and tanker endorsements. 
Minimum 3 years driving 
experience required. Prior 
cylinder gas experience is a 
plus. Must pass drug 
screening and background 
check. Vacation and bene
fit package available. 

Send resume to: 
frank@metrowelding.com 

DRIVERS 
Tanker Work Based out of 

Toledo. Great Pay, Benefits, 
Hometime! CDL-A w/X End 

2yrs Exp. 886-339-0072 
www.cryodrfvert.com 

HOUSEKEEPING/ 
JANITORIAL 
Dining Services 

Management Company 
has immediate openings 

for part-time cleaners at a 
Detroit College. Experience 
a plus. Must be able to 
work evenings and week
ends. Friendly, energetic, 
customer service oriented 
individuals need only to 
apply. Please call "Grace" 

at: (313) 927-1871 

HOUSEKEEPING/ 
JANITORIAL 
Dining Services 

Management Company 
has an immediate opening 
for a full-time cleaner/floor 
care specialist for Detroit 
area College/Seminary. 
Experience a plus. Must be 
able to work evenings and 
weekends. Friendly, ener
getic, customer service ori
ented Individuals need only 
to apply. Please call 
Dolly" at (313) 883-8558 

Help Wanted-General 

HOUSEKEEPING/ 
JANITORIAL 

Dining Services 
Management Company 

has immediate openings 
for part-time cleaners at an 
elementary school in the 
Farmington area. 
Experience a plus. Must be 
able to work evenings and 
weekends. Friendly, ener
getic, customer service ori
ented individuals need only 
to apply. Please call 
"Sherry" at (248) 536-1235 

HR 
West Hickory Haven is 

looking for a well organ
ized candidate with strong 
computer skills and a high 

level of confidentiality. 
Experience and/or educa

tion in HR is preferred. 
Email resume to 

tpetoskey@ 
pepiinskigroup.com 

LAWN CUTTING & 
LANDSCAPE HELP full-time. 

Plymouth area. Must have 
prior lawn exp. 734-564-1273 

It 8 ¾ ¾ ¾ " 

Lawn Technicians 
Min. starting pay $10/hr. 

Will train. Benefits & 
commission. Must have valid/ 

good driving record. 
Ml Property Maintenance 

Livonia 734-793-5135 

LOOKING FOR 
A CAREER 
(its! a lob) 

REAL ESTATE 
CONSULTANT 

(Special pricing for 
Pre-licensing only $99) 

This is the time to buy homes 
in Michigan, be the one to sell 
the House. Change your life 
personally & financially register 

CALL ED BOWLIN 
at: 734-591-5848 X1B7 

MAINTENANCE 
TECHNICIAN 

Prestigious office building 
in Troy, Ml is seeking an 
experienced Maintenance 

Technician. Duties include; 
grounds maintenance, 

basic carpentry, electrical, 
HVAC & plumbing for 

40 hours per week. 
We are looking for an ener

getic, enthusiastic, self-
motivated 8 trustworthy 

individual who takes pride 
in their work and wants to 
be part of a winning team. 

Salary commensurate 
with exp. Criminal 

background check and 
drug test required. 

Please send resume to: 
Timberiand Office Park, 

1450 West Long Lake Rd, 
Suite 165,Troy, Ml 48098 
Or fax to (248) 641-8577 

Manufacturing 

A Troy, Ml based 
manufacturing facility 

QUOTING DEPARTMENT 
Individual experienced, in 
quoting and processing 
precision components for 
the aerospace industry. 
Requirements: The ability to 
discern part requirements 
from drawings, CAD mod
els, customer and industry 
standards. Familiar with 
machining a wide array of 
materials ranging from alu
minum alloys, tool steels, 
tungsten carbide, cast 
irons, bronze, inconel, cast
ings and forgings. Possess 
a working knowledge of 
GD&T requirements while 
utilizing the latest technolo
gies in C N C machining, 
EDM and grinding applica
tions. Experience with heat 
treat, NDT and plating 
processes are also required. 

PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Individual must be familiar 
with aerospace require
ments, be able to read blue
prints and understand G D 
& T. A college degree, solid 
communication and leader
ship skills along with the 
ability to work In a team 
environment are also 
required. Daily require
ments include scheduling, 
interaction with manufac
turing personnel, process 
improvement and oversee
ing subcontractors and 
m a i n t e n a n c e / m a c h i n e 
repair. We offer competitive 
wages with good benefits in 
a clean A/C facility. 

CNC MACHINIST 
Qualified Programmer/ 

Operator to add to our turn
ing and vertical machining 
departments. 
•Works well In a team 

environment. 
•10 yrs. minimum exp. 
•Program, Set up and run 
CNC turning centers 
utilizing CAD files and 2 D 
drawings. 
•Complete understanding 
of G D & T . 
•Familiarity with HAAS 
controls on vertical 

machining centers is a 
plus. 

Please submit resume to 
the HR department at: 

info@trutren.com or fax 
to: 248-583-4750 

Movers, Drivers & Helpers 
Experienced only. Must have 
car, cell phone & experience. 

(734) 693-6683 

OFFICE 
MANAGER 

Needed for cooperative 
community located in 
Wayne, M l . Minimum 2 
years experience, Section 8 
experience a plus. Must 
have good communication, 
organizational and comput
er skills. Full time 40 hrs per 
week, full benefits, 401K. 

Send Resume to 
734-729-9025 

oeresume@riometowrtlife.com 

PANEL WIREMAN 
Machine tool field/Panel 
Wireman needed full-time for 
Metro Detroit area & beyond. 
Must have own tools & reli
able transportation. Excellent 
benefits. Call: (248) 476-9490 

Help Wanted-General 

Production Personnel/ 
Assistant Supervisor 
Exp in Mfg Environment 

and Directing Others, 
Good Communication 

Skills, Hi Lo & Welding 
Exp. Preferred. 

Starting $10/hr. 
Apply in person 
Mon-Fri. 9-3pm: 
19414 Gerald St. 

Northville M l 48167 

Retail: New Retail Location. 
Twelve Oaks, Fairlane Town 

Center & Great Lakes 
Crossing Malls 

Excellent people skills 
required. Earnings above 

industry average. Call Dart 
904-509-4382 or email: 

pertormanceiireiMllve.com 

SALES POSITION 
Quality driven Moving Co. 

looking for a self-motivated 
individual for entry level 

position in consumer sales. 
Knowledge of excel, word 

and power point very helpful. 
Excellent pay, benefits, 

profit sharing, 401K, 
and room for advancement. 

Send resume to: 
resume@morsemoving.com 

or fax 734-485-0640 

SEWER FOR POOL COVERS 
Part-Time. Prior sewing 

experience. New Hudson, 
(248) 446-0766 

Teacher LEAD PRESCHOOL 
TEACHER Qualifications nec
essary. The Children's Hour: 

734-459-9920 or email 
thechildrenshour@email.com 

WAREHOUSE Earn: $-16,% 
TRAINEES WELCOME 

Pack, Label, Seal, & Ship 
boxes on line! E1 $185 #102 
Men & Women A l l Shift Open 

CALL 313-292-9300 

WAREHOUSE/ 
SHIPPING 
Etna Supply, 

a leading plumbing & 
waterworks wholesale dis
tributor, seeks a full-time 
1st shift person for ship
ping to pull orders and 
load trucks. Must have 
warehouse experience, be 
computer literate, accurate, 
and have good attendance. 

Please apply at: 
29949 Beck Rd. 

Wixom, Ml 
E.O.E. 

Help Wanled-Office i f f * 
Clerical W 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

Full time, Mon-Fri 8:30-
4:30pm. Life/health ins. exp. 
preferred. Skills in Microsoft 
Word & Excel. Pleasant speak
ing voice. Bingham Farms 
agency. Fax resume to Mr. 
Steinman at 248-647-6523 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT 

Wayne based building 
material wholesaler seeks 
experienced admin help in 
fast paced environment. Full 
time position with benefits. 

Please fax resume 
734-595-3128 

LEGAL SECRETARY for gen
eral practice attorney. Must be 
familiar w/Word. Exp. a must. 
mikecourlney@wowway.com 

Call 734-326-2889 

i Wanted-Dental ISMS] 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
12 Mile btwn. Evergreen & 
Southfield. 32 hrs. At least 3 
yrs. exp., formal training a 
plus. X-Ray certified; front 
desk experience in schedul
ing, insurance, billing, Delta 
Toolkit; Eaglesoft experience a 
plus; enthusiastic; caring; 
dependable and organized. 
Join our recently remodeled, 
patient centered practice. 

Call Toni: 248-353-4747 

DENTAL ASSISTANT. 
Premier Livonia Dental Office 
is seeking a motivated and 
dependable dental assistant 
for a full time position. Dental 
exp.is required. Must possess, 
strong listening, computer 
and multi-tasking skills. 5 day 
work week incl. Tues evenings 
& Sat. Fax resume: 
734-462-6405 or email: 
info@livoniadentistrypc.com 

DENTAL ASSISTANT 
PT or FT. Exp'd. only 

Westland-Livonia area. 
Fax resume: 734-522-6937 

FRONT 
DESK 
Part time 

Fax resume: 
734-453-8223 

FRONT DESK- LIVONIA 
2 yrs knowledge of dentistry, 
DentalMac & Mac computer 
exp. 7 Mile & Farmington Rd. 

Email: dryankum@aol.com 

HYGIENIST 
Part time 
Fax resume: 

734-453-8223 

C a l l to place your ad at 
1-800 579 SELlt,7355) 

ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL 
SURGERY ASSISTANT 

Experienced. Bingham Farms 
area. Full time. Benefits. 

M-Th 8-5, F 7-2. 
Fax resume: (248) 642-6387 

) Wanted-Medical ^ 

DIETARY AIDE 
West Hickory Haven 

is looking for Part-time 
Dietary Aides for the 

day or afternoon shifts. 
Please apply in person at: 

3310 W. Commerce Rd. 
Milford Ml 48380 

HOSPITALIST 
Wanted for Royal Oak, Ml 
hospital. Send resume to: 
Michael Woolsey, Human 

Resources, Beaumont Health 
System, 3601 W. 13 Mile Rd., 

Royal Oak, Ml 48073 
An Equal 

Opportunity Employer 

MEDICAL 
TRANSCRIPTIONIST 

. Exp'd. Daytime, 30-40 hrs. 
Fax or email resume: 

248-42(-9867 

biotechclinical.com 

Medical Assistant 
immediately for fast 

paced multiple physician facil
ity. This position is for the 
clinical aspect of the office. 
Applicant must be trained In 
the medical field, a self starter 
and good with patients. Full 
time/Benefits. No evenings. 
Occasional half day on 
Saturday. Fax resume & 
cover letter: 734-525-2550 

MEDICAL ASSISTANT-Cert 
Mobile Vascular and 

Nerve Testing company; 
Travel position in Ml. 

2 year office exp. $16-$20/hr. 
triad-adrnin2@comcast.net 

Fax: 248-319-0354 

Medical Assistant/Full-Time 
Immediate opening for physi
cian's office in Farmington 
Hills. Computer exp. neces
sary. Email resume: 

surgplast1@aol.com 
MEOICJU. RECEPTIONIST 

& PHLESQT0MIST, FT 
1 yr. experience for busy 
West Bloomfield office. 

References. (24J) 855-5620 

OFFICE MANAGER 
COME JOIN OUR TEAM I 

Northville Pain Specialists 
needs a take charge Office 
Mgr with a demonstrated 
track record of customer 

service. Must be outgoing, 
accurate, focus on details 
and be comfortable in a 
very fast pace environ

ment. Will be in charge of 
daily patient flow, hire, 

oversee front & back end 
operations, monitor per

formance, write schedules 
& take corrective action. 

Requirements: 5 year 
prior exp as a mgr/coord. 

in physical therapy/medical 
office pain specialist exp. a 

+. Profficiency with MS 
Word and Excel required. 
Demonstrate ability to to 

manage multiple priorities 
simultaneously req. Office 

start-up exp. a +. Exp. 
w/medical office billing 
w/ electronica medical 

records preferred. 
For immediate 

consideration, forward 
cover Letter & Resume to: 
northvillepain@gmail.com 

PEDIATRICIAN 
Wanted for Royal Oak, Ml hos
pital. Send resume to: 

Michael Woolsey, Human 
Resources, William Beaumont 
Hospital, 3601 W. 13 Mile Rd., 

Royal Oak, Ml 48073 
An Equal 

Opportunity Employer 
RESIDENT ASSISTANT 

Midnight Shift only. 
Apply in person: Plymouth Inn 
Assisted Living, 205 Haggerty. 

(734) 451-0700 

RN, LPN or MA 
With Experience, needed 
for GROWING dermatology 
practice i n ' Ann Arbor/ 
Plymouth area. Full-Time, 
excellent pay & benefits. 
Email or Fax Resume lo: 

a2derm@aol.com 
(734) 996-8767 

RVT, RDCS, RDS: Part-Time, 
flexible, $28-$36/hr. neg. 

1099, Mobile position. 
triad-admin2@comcast. net 

Fax: 248-319-0354 

" • I T S 

Help Wanted-
Food/Beverage 
BAR MAID & WAITRESSES 

' No Exp necessary. Excellent 
pay & tips. Full/Part-Time. 

Call: (734) 334-0270 
" " C00?wW"PIZ2A EXP. 

ALSO HIRING WAITSTAFF 
Apply at Starting Gate 

135 N. Center S t , Northville. 

DISHWASHERS 
10:30am-7pm or 3-7pm. 

SERVERS 
4pm-7pm, 

Candidates must be avail 
to work weekends S some 

holidays. Independence 
Village of Plymouth. 
Call 734-453-2600 

Ask for Rich Lamoureux 
.: foodsewlee®. 

ivplymouth.com 

Dishwashers, Bartenders, 
Exp'd Banquet Servers, 

Houseman & Housekeeping 
Needed full & part time for 

Italian American Banquet 
Center of Livonia. Apply in 

person Mon. &Tues. 10-2pm 
only, 39200 Five Mile Rd. 

FOODSERVICE 
Contract Management 

Services Company 
has immediate openings 

for the following positions 
at a Detroit College/ 
Conference Center: 

PART-TIME 
CATERING WAITSTAFF 

PART-TIME 
UTILITY/DISHWASHERS 

PART-TIME 
PANTRY PREP 

Experience a plus. Friendly, 
energetic, customer serv
ice oriented individuals 
need only to apply. 

Must be able to work 
evenings and weekends. 

Please email: 
kmcmlllanSinaryjrove.ee'u 

HOSTESS 
Must have exp in hostess 

& serving. Must be able to 
work with senior citizens, 

manage & direct young 
adults & college students, 
and have exp in coach & 

consoling. Candidates 
must be avail to work 

some weekends & holi
days. Full time. Pay based 

on exp.Independence 
Village of Plymouth, 

foodsswice® 
ivplymoutlt.com 

Work on Mackinac Island 
Make lifelong friends. The 
Island House Hotel and Ryba's 
Fudge Shops are looking for 
help in all areas through 
October; Front Desk, Bell 
Staff, Walt Staff, Sales Clerks, 
Kitchen; Baristas. Housing, 
bonus, and discounted meals. 

(906) 847-7196 
www.theislandhouse.com 

C L A S S I F I E D 
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 7 9 - S E L L 
icinr.hmM'tmcnlifc.com 
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Comedy and tragedy 
Y o u n g a c t o r s 

c o m b i n e 

s e r i o u s , s i l l y 

S h a k e s p e a r e 

BY SHARON D A R G A Y 

OSE STAFF WRITER 

Motor City Youth Theatre 
(MCYT) will stage two ver
sions oi Macbeth in less than 
90 minutes and all for the 
price of one ticket next week
end. 

Director Nancy Florkowski 
combined adapted scripts 
from two different series of 
Shakespeare's works, added a 
narrator (her husband, Fred) 
and chopped the running 
time to one hour — while still 
maintaining the 17th century-
style language. 

A cast of 10 young actors 
will bring the tragedy to 
life Aug. 12-14, on stage in 
Livonia. 

"After that, the kids will 
do a 10-minute version that I 
wrote, that they embellished 
and it's hilarious," Florkowski 
said. 

At rehearsals last week the 
group worked with a Wayne 
State University gradu
ate student on stage fight
ing and practiced making 
Shakespeare's lines their own. 

Macbeth, both the silly 
and serious versions, marks 
MCYT's third Shakespeare 
production with an all-kid 
cast. Florkowski enlisted fami
lies for Midsummer Night's 
Dream when she produced it 
outdoors six years ago in both 
Redford and Livonia. Adult 
actors brought Hamlet to 

•SUM- — - i „ , - . J ! _ • 

Fiona Koenig (left) and Kayden Bryce, both of Livonia, are the spooky 
apparitions who plague Macbeth. 

MOTOI CITY YOUTH THEATRE 

What: Shakespeare's "Macbeth" 
When: 7 p.m. Aug. 12-13,2 p.m. Aug. 14 
Where: Grantland Street Playhouse, 27555 Grantland, west of inkster 
Road, south of 1-96, in Livonia 
Details: Tickets are $8 each, $12 per couple, $15 per family; available 7-9 
p.m. Tuesday-Thursday and before each show 
Cast: Sara Borsodi, 10, Redford Township; Shannon Stork, 15, Farmington 
Hills; Alina Steinberg, 15, Birmingham; Megan Troost, 13, Livonia; Katy 
Lewalk, 11, Redford; Saskia Koenig, 9, and Fiona Koenig, 7, both of Livonia; 
Chailyn Bryce, 10, and Kayden Bryce, 8, both of Livonia; and Amelia 
Fanelli, 16, and William Fanelli, 9, both of Farmington Hills 
Crew: Steven Barber, sound and lights and his mom, Cindy Barber, stage 
manager. Both are from Livonia 
Contact: (313) 535-8962 www.mcyt.org 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

"Bubble, bubble, toil and trouble," say witches Shannon Stork of Northville, Megan Trost of Livonia, and Alina 
Steinberg of Birmingham. 

the parking lot at Grantland 
Street Playhouse - MCYT's 
home — the following year 
and then took at jab at the 
Bard with The Complete Works 
of William Shakespeare 
(Abridged) a year later. 

When Megan Troost heard 
Florkowski next wanted to 
direct youngsters in a seri-

ous version of Hamlet, while 
coaching adults in a Macbeth 
comedy, she had her doubts. 

"I never thought kids could 
do it," said Megan, 13, who 
will enter the Creative and 
Performing Arts (CAPA) pro
gram at Churchill High School 
in Livonia this fall. "But they 
can. These kids are amazing. 

Even the little kids, they blow 
my mind on stage." 

Megan performed in both 
the youth-fueled production 
of Hamlet two years ago and 
in Midsummer Night's Dream 
last year. She plays Lady 
Macduff, among other roles, in 
Macbeth. 

LOYAL ACTORS 
Like Troost, most 

of Florkowski's young 
Shakespeare actors are MCYT 
regulars. Shannon Stork, 15, 
a Farmington Hills resident 
and Alina Steinberg, 15, of 
Birmingham, have worked 
with Florkowski for nearly 
four years. 

"It's like a family here. I 
just keep coming back," Alina 
said. She also has performed 
with the Village Youth Theater 
in Birmingham and acts in 
school productions at Graves 
High. 

MacBeth is Shannon's sev-

Oirector Nancy Florkowski has fun directing 
the cast of youngsters. 

enth full scale show at MCYT. 
She was "underwhelmed" the 
first time she saw the theater's 
playhouse, a remodeled VFW 
hall in an industrial side of 
town, but quickly fell in love 
with the program. 

"It's a huge confidence 
builder and it's a lot of fun," 
she said. "It's a pretty small 
building but if you are here 
and experience the people, the 

quality of the teaching, 
how much fun it can 
be, you realize it doesn't 
have to be huge to be 
great theater." 

Florkowski and 
company have poured 
"blood, sweat and 
tears," into the building 
since acquiring it five 
years ago. They built 
a stage, painted walls, 
added the sound sys
tem and are busy work
ing on refurbishing rest 
rooms. Florkowski also 

plans to spruce up the base
ment and add an elevator. 

"It's really a perfect black 
box theater that people would 
kill to have and we're lucky to 
have it," she said. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
Wayne State University 

students and graduates will 

Please see SHAKESPEARE, B6 
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Call or stop by any Community Alliance Credit Union 
office and see if we can lower your monthly payment. 

' • . C O M M U N I T Y A L L I A N C E 
CREDIT UNION 
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Dearborn Office Livonia Branch 
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Garden club 
s h o w s f l o w e r s , 
plant e x h i b i t s 

Livonia Garden Club's "Another Op inn'Another 
Show" drew more than 800 individuals last month to . 
the Livonia Civic Center Library's atrium. Club members 
displayed flower arrangements and horticultural exhib
its during the two-day show. Judges from around the 

state awarded prizes to 

Delia Haydert won a Blue Ribbon and 
Tri Color Award for this arrangement, 
which was displayed at the Livonia 
Garden Club's flower show. 

winning displays and 
several members of 
the Livonia Symphony 
Orchestra played a _ 
selection of tunes from 
Broadway musicals. 

The Livonia Garden 
Club was founded in 
1969 to encourage 
interest in all phases 
of home gardening, 
natural resources con
servation, civic beauty, 
and better horticulture 
practices. The group 
meets at 7 p.m. the 
first Tuesday of the 
month at the Livonia 
Senior Center, 15218 
Farmington Road. It 
encourages prospec
tive members to attend 
at least two meetings 
before applying for 
active membership. 

I / - S h r i f t 
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Louise Scanlan, a former Livonia Garden Club president shows her award-
winning Wooly Thyme, Crassula and Festuca Amethystina. She won the 
Horticulture Excellence Award, Grower's Choice Award and a blue ribbon. 

Celebration marks women's voting rights; 
author to speak on prominent GOP leader 

Author Sara Fitzgerald will be the guest 
speaker at an event marking anniversary " 
of women gaining the right to vote. 

The program, sponsored by the 
American Association of University 
Women, Michigan Coalition for Equal 
Rights Studies and Michigan ERAmerica, 
will run 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 20, at One-Under Restaurant and 
Banquet Hall, 35780 Five Mile, between 
Farmington Road and Levan, Livonia. 

It is co-sponsored by Business and 
Professional Women/Ml, Coalition of 
Labor Union Women, League of Women 
Voters/Ml, Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom/Metro Detroit, 
Women's Officials Network, and Zonta 
International. 

Fitzgerald authored Elly Peterson: 
Mother of the Moderates, a book about 
the first woman to serve as chair of the 
Michigan Republican Party. Peterson 

also was the first woman to run for U.S. 
Senate from Michigan. A staunch sup
porter of the Equal Rights Amendment, 
she served as co-chair of ERAmerica. 

The luncheon costs $25. Cost after Aug. 
13 is S30. 

Make checks payable to Michigan 
Coalition for Equal Rights Studies 
(MiCERS) and mail to 21697 McClung, 
Southfield, MI 48075-7804. Questions? 
Call (248) 355-5233 or (734) 425-3572. 

'AFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Wayne State University theater grad Steve Carson, teaches Amelia Fanelli 
(Macbeth) and Alina Steinberg (McDuff) basic swordplay. Amelia is from 
Farmington Hills. Alina is from Birmingham. 

audition and do everything 
the kids do. I loved it." 

She hopes to add an under
graduate degree in theater 
from Wayne State to her 
educational resume, which 
includes master's degrees 
in youth theater and spe
cial education. Florkowski 
performed in three student 
shows during the 2010-11 
school year and studied the- . 
ater for a month last sum
mer at the Mxat Theatre in 
Moscow, Russia. The Wayne 
State University program 
enabled her to undertake 
intense work in dance, acting, 
movement, song and Russian 
film studies. 

"Usually people wait to do 
this until they are a senior, 
but I'm 62 and not waiting for 
anything." 

SHAKESPEARE 
FROM PAGE 85 

help teach the theater's classes 
and camps beginning this 
fall. Florkowski also created 
an adult music theater troupe 
with a show planned for early 
2012. 

"The kids from Wayne State 
who are my classmates are so 
excited. I said, 'guys, you help 
me form a company and it's 
yours." 

After 32 years teaching 
special education and drama, 
followed by retirement six 
years ago, Florkowski, 62, 
went back to school last fall. 

"I was a freshman in the 
theater department. I had to 

All Hail the new King William Fanelli, after Macbeth is murdered. 
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Groups offer inoculations, feral cat training 
LOW-COST VACCINATIONS 

Tail Waggers 1990 will 
offer two opportunities to 
get dogs and cats inoculated 
locally and at low cost this 
month. Clinics run from 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 7 at 
Sheehy Animal Hospital, 18790 
Middlebelt, in Livonia; and 
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 20 at Wags to Whiskers, 
44711 Five Mile, Plymouth. 
Vaccines for rabies, distemper 
and bordetella will be available 
for a package price of $30 or 
$12 for individual vaccines for 
dogs. Rabies and distemper 
for cats are priced at $12 each. 
Microchips will be offered for 
$30, which will include regis
tration, and heartworm tests 

Belleville High School 
Class of 1971 

Planning 40th reunion in 2011. Seeking 
classmates and contact information. 
E-mail BHS.1971fyahoo.com. If on 
Facebook join the group by searching 
BHS reunion 197140th sign up site; also 
on CLASSMATES/REUNIONS. 

Dearborn Fordson 
Class of 1954 

A 57-year reunion luncheon is planned 
for Oct. 6 at the Stitt American Legion 
Hall, Post 232 in Dearborn Heights. For 
more information call Nancy Barlow 
Gaspar at (313) 581-6623 or e-maii to 
Pat Gaston Chiesa at patc629@aol. 
com. 

Dearborn High School 
Class of 1976 

35th reunion, Saturday Aug. 13. For 
details visit http://www.dhs1976. 
myevent.com. 

Dearborn Heights Robichaud 
Class of 1961 

50th class reunion Sept. 24,2011 at the 
Dearborn Hills Golf Course. All classes 
are welcome as Robichaud High School 
also celebrates its 50th anniversary. 
Contact Bill Haskin at billsmustangsi 
msn.com; (734)595-4927 or Nancy at . 

. wolonlfaol.com; (248) 529-6461. 
Dearborn Heights Crestwood 
Class of 1981 

30-year reunion, 6 p.m.-midnight, Sept. 
17 at Crystal Gardens, 5768 Grand River, 
Howell. Space is limited. Contact Cathy 
(Mamo) Oedakis at dedakis@chartmi. 
net, (810) 923-6446 or Sue (Toundaian) 
Turner at turnercrew@comcast.net, 
(734)812-2937. 

Class of1961 
50th reunion Aug. 27,2011, at Hellenic 
Banquet Center, Westland. Seeking 
classmates and contact information. 
E-maii codycomet6Klgmail.com. Or call 
Connie Callear Majeske at (734) 425-
7094 or Bernie Lekki Grudzien at (734) 
522-3167. 

'50s and '60s 
Free picnic, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug, 21 at Nankin Mills Pavilion, Ann 
Arbor Trail and Hines Drive. Classmates, 
com will have information and photos 
from past picnics. Questions? Call Jerry 

. Marszalek at (313) 532-0134 or e-mail -
to Jmarsaresfsbcglobalnet or Phil 
Varilone at (313) 562-3579 or e-maii to 
pvariloneiwowway.com 

will cost $18 and will be avail
able only on Aug. 7-

Tailwaggers 1990's low-cost 
vaccination clinics are open 
to everyone living in any city, 
regardless of income level. 

FERAL COLONIES 
The Michigan Humane 

Society (MHS) will hold its 
third workshop for residents 
who want to help reduce the 
number of homeless cats and 
provide feral cats with much-
needed care. The workshop 
will teach residents how use a 
"Trap-Neuter-Return" (TOR) 
strategy, which has proven 
to be the most effective and 
humane way of handling feral 
cats. The program, launched 

in May, aims to sterilize thou
sands of feral cats in the com
ing years. 

The program helps indi
viduals learn what it takes to 
manage a feral cat colony near 
their home or place of employ
ment. Caretakers will be 
trained on proper techniques 
and equipment to humanely 
trap feral cats, that they'll 
bring them to the Michigan 
Humane Society for steriliza
tion and care. Afterward, the 
animals will be released back 
to their habitat. 

The workshop is at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 9, at Michigan 
Humane Society's administra
tive office, 30300 Telegraph, 
Suite 220, in Bingham Farms. 

REUNION CALENDAR 
Detroit Henry Ford 
Class of 1971 

The 40th reunion, with a "Back to the 
Bahamas" theme, is scheduled for Aug. 
20, at Bahama Breeze Restaurant, 19600 
Haggerty, Livonia. The organizers a r e . 
tryingito reach approximately 1,000 
graduates from the January and June 
classes, as well as any other alumni 
interested in attending the event. 
Ticketsare $50.Call Barb Blum Douglas 
at (313) 804-1282, or Marilyn Ogilvy 
Twa at (616) 802-0305, or e-mail to hfrt-
s1971reunion@yahoo.com. 

Detroit Mackenzie 
June Class of 1961 

50th reunion will be Saturday, Oct 
29,2011. For more information e-mail 
lvanerian@msn.com or phone Joanne 
(Poloway) Glance at (734) 878-6543. 

Class of 1962 
Planning class reunion in 2012. Seeking 
classmates and contact information. E-
mail the committee at mackenzie1962§ 
gmail.com. . 

Detroit Northwestern 
Class of 1950-51 

Three-day event, Aug. 12-14. Anyone 
interested may contact Marlene Oleson 
Hanna at (313) 937-8233. 

Class of 1971 
Celebration Weekend is Friday-Sunday, 
Aug. 19-21 and will include a meet and 
greet, class legacy dinner dance and a 
picnic. A fundraiser, "Bringing Back to 
the 70s" will be held 7 p.m.-midnight, 
Saturday, June 25 at Bert's, located in 
the Eastern Market in Detroit. A portion 
of the proceeds from the events will 
be donated to Sickle Cell Anemia, Inc., 

.--Michigan CtaptekfeKsefe-information,--
caii (734) 326-1488 or e-mail to dnsh-
s40th71@yahoo.com 

Farmington High School 
Class of 1961 

A 50-year reunion of the Farmington / 
High School Class of 1961 is set for 7 
p.m„ Saturday, Aug. 20,2011 at the 
Sheraton Detroit Novi Hotel at 21111 
Haggerty Road, Novi. The party dinner 
buffet is $48.75 per person. There will 
be a 9-hole golf outing at Fox Creek 
Golf Course, 36000 Seven Mile Road 
in Livonia at 10:30 a.m. the day of the 
reunion. Contact Phil "Jim" Newberg via 
e-mail at pruddyduck1@sbcglobal.net 

. or call (830) 620-5734; local contact is 
Louise Giles (248) 224-3369. 

Ferndale High School 

PETPRQJrCTS 
Register online or get more 

information at www.michi-
ganhumane.org or by phone 
at (866) MHUMANE (648-
6263). 

Class of 1961 
4:10-4:25 p.m., Friday, Sept. 9, gather
ing time at the high school, followed 
by dinner at 6 p.m. at Rosie O'Grady's, 
279 W. Nine Mile, Ferndale. The reunion 
continues at 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 10, at 
Somerset Inn, 2601W. Big Beaver, Troy, 
with a social hour, followed by dinner at 
7 p.m. Weekend concludes with a final 
farewell and snack 12:30-1 p.m„ Sunday, 
Sept. 11, at Dugan's 31501 Woodward 
Avenue, Royal Oak. Bill Stenbak at (231) 
544-6522. 

Garden City Easts West 
Classes of 1966-67 

A casual, joint reunion is planned for 
Oct. 8. The organizing committee needs 
addresses of class members. Call Dale 
Bowes (Whiting) '66W at (734) 427-7148, 
Carol Gantt Fenner '67W at (734) 326-
8467, Karen Colvard (Domanski) '66E 
at (734) 427-7012, Cheryl Gibbs "67E at 
(734) 340-9916/(313) 670-2402, or e-mail 
Dennis Russell at russ027@comcast.net 

Garden City High School 
Class of 1986 

25-year reunion, Saturday, Oct. 15. E-
mail Trish First (Patty Buggy) for more 
information at pm2b2005@yahoo.com 
or contact Kristy Hickson (Roberts) on 
facebook. 

Garden City West 
Class of 1981 

30-year reunion, 6 p.m.-midnight, 
Saturday, Oct. 22, at the Hellenic 
Cultural Center, Livonia. $45 per person; 
$90 per couple. Payment must be 
received by Sept 1. No tickets will be 
sold at the door. Send a check or money 
order made payable to GC West Class 

v -Gf198V325!1Windsor,GarderrCity,:MI. 
48135. Questions? Call Erin (734) 751-
2424, 

Ladywood High School 
Class of 1961 

Planning a 50th reunion in 2011. Seeking 
classmates and contact information. 
E-maii sandymacg@aol.com or call Sandy 
Phillips Oleary (734)453-0783 and leave 
a message if voice mail picks up. 

Livonia Bentley 
Class of 1961 

Holding a 50th class reunion Sept 16-17. 
To register, call Donald Bruner, (734) 524-
0979 or e-mail dbruner@twmi.rr.com. 

Livonia Franklin 
Class of 1966 

45th high school reunion, Oct. 8 at Laurel 
Park Marriott, Seeking classmates and 

contact info. E-mail contact info to Larry 
Ruzsas at Lruzsas187264mi@comcast.net 
or call him at (810) 599-3509. 

Plymouth High School 
Classes of 1951-52 

Planned for Aug. 19-21. Just show up for 
gatherings at 6 p.ra Aug. 19 at Kellogg 
Park in downtown Plymouth and 6 p,m. 
Aug. 20 at the Box Bar Restaurant in 
downtown Plymouth. Bring a dish to 
pass and a large bottle of pop for the 
picnic at noon, Aug. 21 at the 11 pavilion 
in Plymouth Township Park, 46640 Ann 
Arbor Trail. For more information call 
Ron Beaver at (734) 397-9357, Bea Gray 
at (734) 453-6613 or Dick Nelson at (734) 
453-0798. 

Classes of1965-66 
6 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 24, at the Plymouth, 
Cultural Center, behind the "old" high 
school. Attire is "whatever makes you 
feel good." Cost is $35 per person and 
includes dinner, live music, cash bar and 
hors d' oeuvres. Tour of old high school 
will run 10-11 am. Saturday. Make checks 
payable to PHS Class Reunion '65 & '66 
and sent toDoug Jaskirny, 47237 Hunters 
Park Drive, Plymouth, Mi 48170 for the 
class of 1965. Class of 1966 members send 
to Donna (Cook) Marshall 1337 S. Harvey, 
Plymouth, ML 48170. . 

Redford Union 
Class of 1971 

6:30-11:30 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 27. at 
Plymouth Elks Lodge, 41700 Ann Arbor 
Road, Plymouth. Tickets purchased 
before July 31 are $38. Tickets after that 
date are $48. Look for Redford Union 
Class of 1971 on Facebook or e-mail to 
RUHS71@yahoo.com 

Classof1962 
Looking for classmates for 50th class 
reunion on Oct 13,2012 
E-mail Linda (Horning) Tracy at linda-
tracy100@gmail.com or call her at (231) 
882-7268 or e-mail Madeline Rice at pad-
dlinmadeline@gmail.com. 

Royal Oak High School 
Class of 1951 

A 60th reunion is planned for Sept. 
14 at the Oxford Inn, 1214 Main, Royal 
Oak. The event will start with a social 
gathering at 4 p,m., followed by dinner 
at 6 p.m. Tickets are $30 per person. 
For more information and for reserva
tion forms contact Fred Locke and Katy 
Marsh, 5464 Lakeshore, Fort Gratiot, 
Ml 48059; (810) 385-3253; fjlockei 
aol.com 

Bowling benefits senior bus campaign 
Botsford Commons will sponsor a bowl

ing outting 3-6 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 28, at 
Merri-Bowl Lanes in Livonia. 

All proceeds will benefit the "Next 
Stop, Our Bus" campaign, a Botsford 
Foundation project that aims to buy 
a handicap-accessible bus for the 
Farmington Hills senior community. 

Cost is $15 for adults and $10 for kids 
and reservations are required. The price 

includes two hours of bowling, shoes, 
pizza and pop. Pizza only is $5. The event 
also will include a bake sale and 50/50 
drawing. 

The "Next Stop, Our Bus" campaign is 
close to the heart of Botsford Commons 
residents. 

"I would be truly unhappy if I couldn't 
make it to the local elementary school to 
read with the children," said assisted liv

ing resident Sherry Hamilton, referring 
to one of the many community outreach 
and charity projects in which Botsford 
Commons residents participate. "This bus 
is about our lives touching the community 
and impacting others." 

Merri-Bowl Lanes is located at 30950 
Five Mile Road in Livonia. For questions 
or to donate an item for the bake sale, call 
Colleen Kashawlic at (248) 426-6943. 

P l y m o u t h 
t h e a t e r holds 

o p e n h o u s e , 
auditions 

Parents and children will 
get a chance to meet new 
instructors and learn about 
the Plymouth Uptown 
Players' (PUPS) children's 
theater program from 5-8 
p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 17, at 
the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council, in Plymouth. 

Refreshments will be 
served, and instructors 
and their assistants will 
perform improv at the 
open house. Anyone who 
attends the open house will 
receive $10 off PUPS fall 
registration fees. 

The Plymouth Uptown 
Players is an experimen
tal theatre group that is 
made up of elementary and 
middle school aged chil
dren. The program, which 
began in the mid-1990s, 
teaches children every
thing about producing and 
acting in a play including 
costumes, sets, directing 
and working together as 
a team with other cast 
members. Children may 
audition for the group's 
productions each fall and 
spring. All children who 
audition receive a part, and 
casts generally are divided 
by age group. The program 
culminates in performanc
es, open to the public, at 
the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council. Some of the 
casts are invited to per
form for local elementary 
schools as well. 

PUPS instructors for fall 
2011 are Katelyn Sigworth 
and Cara Bosco. Sigworth 
joins the PCAC with more 
than six years of experience 

working with children's 
theatre groups. She was 
instrumental in the found
ing of the PCCS middle 
school drama workshop 
program, and Second Stage 
Players at Canton High 
School. Bosco recently 
graduated from Michigan 
State University with a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in 
Acting and an additional 
major in psychology. She 
has performed in a variety 
of theatrical productions 
and recently worked at The 
Williamston Theatre where 
she earned her Equity 
Membership Candidacy. 

Registration for the 
PUPS program begins 
Sept. 1. The cost for the 
program is $150 per actor, 
along with an annual $30 
PCAC membership fee. 
Auditions are 5-9 p.m. 
Sept. 8. Actors can drop 
in anytime during the 
audition period to try out: 
The first PUPS rehearsal 
is Sunday, Sept. 11, with 
times and days to be deter
mined based on cast sizes. 
Final performances will 
take place Dec. 9-11. 

The open house, audi
tions, rehearsals and 
performances will take 
place at the Plymouth 
Community Arts Council, 
774 N. Sheldon Road, 
Plymouth. 

More information about 
the PUPS program and 
the Plymouth Community 
Arts Council is available 
at www.plymoutharts.com 
or by calling the PCAC at 
(734) 416-4278. 
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COLCHICINE IN GOUT 
The Greeks in the time of Hippocrates used colchicine to treat gout. From that 

date, approximately 420 B . C . to the present, physicians prescribed the medication 
just as trie Greeks had used it: when an attack of gout comes on, take one colchicine 
an hour until reaching a total of 12 tablets or when diarrhea occurs from a lesser 
amount. In addition, the Western medical tradition stated that a patient should take 
colchicine, one or two tablets a day, to ward off an attack of gout. 

Research over the past 15 years has caused physicians to rethink how they should 
give the drug. First, physicians learned that taking two colchicine tablets immediately 
when an attack occurred, followed by one more an hour later was just as effective as 
the old regime of one an hour for 12 hours. Also, taking a total of three tablets 
instead of twelve cut down the incidence of diarrheadramatically. 

S e c o n d , physicians found how colchicine works; it prevents white blood cells from 
ingesting gout crystals. If crystals enter the white blood cells, the cells burst, 
spewing irritable chemicals into the surrounding tissues. It is this irritation that 
causes the swelling and pain characteristic of gout, If no ingestion of crystals occurs, 
no gout will follow. 

However, taking colchicine daily to prevent an attack will not work. Colchicine 
aborts an attack of gout, but does not prevent one. The best use of the drug is when 
an episode begins. Using colchicine wisely is of importance, as the cost of the 
medication has risen dramatically, and what was once a minimal co-pay expense 
can now become an onerous one, , 
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2011 CHEVROLET 
CRUZ ECO 

Per $995 
Month Down 

2011 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO LS CREW CAB 4WD 

0 $ 
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Aw? Month 

$995 
Down 

34-425-6500 
w w . T e n n y s o n C h e v y . c o m 
0 Plymouth Rd. • Livonia • Just East of Farmington Rd. 

N O W O P E N 
S A T U R D A Y 
9 A M - 3 P M 

"39 months, 10,000 miles per year and are well qualified individuals. 1st payment, tax, title & plate fees due at signing. $0 security deposit required. J 

AN EXCEPTIONAL HOME-LIKE SETTING FOR 
ACTIVE/ALERT, FRAIL/RECOVERING, 

MEMORY IMPAIRED AND ALZHEIMER'S RESIDENTS. 
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• 24 Hour Professional Staffing 
• Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free 
• 3 Home Cooked Meals A Day 
• Daily Housekeeping & Laundry 
• Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard 

• Planned Activities 
• Beauty & Barber Shop 
• On Call Nurse Practitioner 
• Medication Management 
• Incontinence Management 

C A N T O N • (734) 4 5 3 - 3 2 0 3 
Located at 8121 Lilley between Joy & Warren Roads 

CrystalCreekAssistedLiving.com 
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MILESTONES SEPTEMBER WEDDING 
PLANNED 

Jay Melancon of Plymouth 
and Beverlee Melancon of Ann 
Arbor announce the engage
ment of their daughter, Laura 
Melancon Arbury, to William 
Franklin Snodgrass, son of 
Henry Snodgrass of Edinburg, 
Texas, and Mary Pat Wright of 
Texarkana, Texas. 

Laura grew up in Howell 
and graduated from the 
University of Michigan. She 
lives in Fort Collins, Colo., 
and is a financial adviser for 
Kd ward Jones Investments. 

Bill lives in Thornton, Colo., 
<ttid is a program manager for 
I MKR in Denver, Colo. 

rhey plan to marry in 
Si ptember 2011 in Estes Park, 

Stanley and Janet Durst of Livonia 

60TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY 

Stanley and Janet (McMath) 
Durst of Livonia celebrated 
their 60th wedding anni
versary May 19. They were 
married in 1951 at Evergreen 
Village Presbyterian Church in 
Detroit. 

Their children are Daniel 
Durst of Livonia, Jennie Durst . 
Mclntyre of St. Clair Shores 
and the late Peter Durst. They 
also have three grandchildren. 

Stanley was retired from 
employment with the State of 
Michigan 28 years ago. Janet is 

OCTOBER WEDDING 
PLANNED 

Audrey M. Sim and Albert 
G.-Urpsis, Jr., both of Royal 
Oak, announce their engage
ment. 

The bride-to-be, daughter 
of Mrs. Alexander J. Sim of 
Northville, is a 1986 graduate 
of Farmington High School 
and Albion College. She holds 
an M.D. degree and is in pri
vate medical practice. 

Her fiance, son of Albert 
G. Urpsis, Sr. and Allison 
Withey of Royal Oak, for^ 
merly Farmington Hills, is 
a 1986 Farmington High 
School graduate. He gradu
ated from the University of 
Central Oklahoma and works 
for St. John Health System's 

2012 WEDDING 
PLANNED 

Megan Reed and Ryan 
Koch, both of Royal Oak, 
announce their engagement. 

The bride-to-be, daughter of 
Lee and Linda Reed of Grosse 
He, graduated in 2011 from 
Western Michigan University 
and is employed by Sachse 
Construction in Birmingham. 

Her fiance, son of Gary and 
Susan Koch of Commerce 
Township, formerly of 
Plymouth, graduated in 2009 
from Western Michigan 
University. He is employed 
by Chrysler Corp., in Auburn 
Hills. 

A wedding is planned for 
2012. 

JULY WEDDING 
Kristie Wyler and Todd 

Yerman were married July 23, 
2011, on the Front Porch of 
the Grand Hotel on Mackinac 
Island. 

The bride, daughter of Rita 
and Bill Wyler ofWestland, 
is the owner of Metro Dance 
Company, Plymouth. 

The groom, son of Mark 
Yerman, Lawrence Chevalier 
and Fran Yerman, all of 
Columbus, Ohio, is director of 
business development for Hart 
Associates. 

The couple took a honey-

a homemaker. Both volunteer 
at Fort Street Presbyterian 
Church where they help feed 
the homeless. 

The Bursts marked their 
milestone anniversary with 
two celebrations. They dined 
with their children and 
grandchildren at Rockys in 
Northville and a party with 
extended family was held at 
the home of a nephew in Novi. 
Janet is of Scottish descent, 
so the couple also renewed 
vows in a mock royal wedding 
ceremony. All women in atten
dance were asked to don fes
tive hats during the ceremony. 

Sim-Urpsis 

Neurological Recovery 
Systems. 

An October 2011 wedding 
is planned at Meadowbrook 
Country Club. 

Reed-Koch 

Yerman-Wyler 

moon trip to Saint Martin. 
They reside, in Plymouth. 

We are with you every step of the way. 

Probate and Estate Appraisals 
and Equitable Distribution 

Coins Jewelry Collectibles 
Serving the Community Since 1956 

Abbott's Corporation 
33700 Woodward Ave. • Birmingham, M l i«*(KW 

(248) 644-8565 wwww.abbotw orp icmi 

Arbury-Snodgrass 

Colo. The couple will make 
Fort Collins their home after 
the wedding. 

FINN ARRIVES 

Finn Francis Cahill 
was born July 26, 
2011, at University 
Hospital, in Augusta, 
Ga. 

He weighed 7 
pounds 6 ounces and 
measured 20.4 inches. 

Finn joins his par
ents, Courtney Cahill 
and Lindsay Satchell, 
and big brother, 
Alistair, 2, at home in 
Aiken, S.C. 

His grandpar
ents are Terry and 
Kay Satchell of 
Hendersonville, 
N.C., and Frank and 
Christine Cahill of 
Farmington Hills. 
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Finn Francis Cahill 

BURKHART, RICHARD C. 
Age 84, Aug 1, 2011 of Canton. 
Beloved husband of Lucille.Loving 
father of Richard, Jr. (Judy), Sandra 
(Flem) Stiltner, Linda (Eric) Partridge, 
Edward (Margery) Burkhart, Karen 
(Tom) Miller and Mary Ann (Greg) 
Ferrell. Proud grandfather of 14 
grandchildren and 22 great-grandchil
dren and 1 great-great grandchild. 
Dear brother of Ernest (Esther), Doris 
(the late Lou) Schoop, the late Homer 
(Lois), Paul (Pat), the late Edna 
(Lester) Cummings and William 
(Gayle). Also survived by many nieces 
and nephews. Visitation was held 
Wednesday 3-8 PM at Vermeulen 
Funeral Home, 980 N Newburgh Rd 
(btwn Ford & Cherry Hill) Westiand. 
Funeral Service was held Thursday 11 
AM at the funeral home. Interment at 
Great Lakes National Cemetery. 
Memorials may be made to Crosswalk 
Community Church of the Nazarene 
38600 Palmer Rd. Westiand, MI 
48186. To share memories please visit: 

vermeulenfuneralhome.com 

BUSH, BARBARA J. 
Of Plymouth, Mi age 65 passed away 
July 2011. She was born in Dearborn, 
Mi, the daughter of Clyde & Blanche 
(Lark) Thrasher. She grew up in 
Dearborn and met her husband Donald 
E. Bush at the Dearborn Youth-Ce'nter. 
They dated for five years and married 
on June 1 1 , 1966. Barbara attended 
Detroit Business College and worked 
as a legal secretary and as an executive 
secretary at ARA Food Service before 
becoming a co-owner in O. & D. Bush 
Jewelers, for 30 years. Barb raced 
Corvettes with her husband at local, 
state, and national level, participating 
in autocross and tracks racing across 
the country. She earned many club and 
regional championships. She was a 
member of the Corvette Club of 
Michigan, and the National Council 
Corvette Clubs, for 35 years and the 
legend Corvette Club. She is survived 
by her husband of 45 years, Donald 
Bush of Plymouth, Mi and daughter 
Tammy Cameron of Concord, N.C. and 
son inlaw Dave Cameron. Her brother 
Ken (Linda) Thrasher of Sterling 
Heights, Mi. A funeral service was held 
from the Schrader-Howell Funeral 
Home 280 South Main. Plymouth on 
Tuesday. August 2, 2011. Memorials 
may be made to 
http://www.pancan.org/ or mail to 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network 
1500 Rosecrans Ave Ste 200 
Manhattan Beach, Ca 90266-3721 in 
Tribute of Barbara J. Bush. 
Entombment Glen Eden Cemetery. 

Share memories at: 
schrader-howell.com. 

? K g . . : - ¾ 
CRITCHER, ISABELLA L. 

Age 91, August 4, 2011. Beloved 
wife of the late William Critcher. 
Loving mother of K. Norman 
(Rosemary) and Ronald (Mary) 
Copeland, Connie (Bob) Laurin, Bill 
(Joie), Harold (Sharon) Critcher. and 
Carolyn (Dave) Miller. Also survived 
by 27* grandchildren, 66 great grand
children and 8 great great grandchil
dren. Funeral Service at the R.G.& 
G.R. Harris Funeral Home, 15451 
Farmington Rd., Livonia, Tuesday 
HAM. Visitation Monday from 4-
8PM. Memorial contributions may 
be directed to St. John Providence 
Hospice, Paralyzed Veterans of 
America or Penderson Center For The 
Blind and Disabled. Please share a 
memory at: www.rggrharris.com 
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Obituaries, Memorials & Remembrances 

DRAY, JAMES ANTHONY 
Of Redford Township and Plymouth, 
Michigan passed away peacefully July 
27, 2011 in Naples, Florida where he 
had been residing the past year. James 
was born November 14th, 1922 in 
Buffalo, New York. James honorably 
served his country in the United States 
Air Force as a B24 tail gunner during 
World War II. He flew thirty-seven 
missions for which he received deco
rations. He attended Wayne State 
University and accepted a position 
with Michigan Bell Telephone where 
he distinguished himself with a thirty-
seven year career before retiring. He 
served as a Post Commander at the 
Plymouth VFW and was a member of 
the Optimist Club and Plymouth Elks. 
His greatest achievement centered_on_ 
the Family his wife, Lorraine, and he 
built together with their two daughters. 
He adored his three grandchildren and 
enjoyed watching and supporting their 
growth into successful individuals. He 
loved shopping, winter in Michigan, 
golf, the snooting range, and afternoon 
coffee at McDonalds. He is preceded 
in death by his wife - Lorraine (Green) 
Dray. He is survived by his two daugh
ters: Valerie (Dray) Mathews, Son-in-
Law David Mathews, and Grandson 
James Mathews from Chicago, Illinois 
and Cynthia (Dray) Gayer, Son-in-
Law Thomas Gayer, Granddaughter 
Lorraine Lee Gayer, and Grandson 
Thomas (TG) Gayer from Naples, 
Florida. A Memorial Service will be 
held Monday August 15, 2011, 12 
noon at The First United Methodist 
Church of Plymouth, 45201 N. 
Territorial Rd., Plymouth. Friends may 
visit at church beginning at Ham. 
Interment will follow at Riverside 
Cemetery, Plymouth with Military 
Honors. Memorials may be made the 
American Diabetes Association. 
www.diabetes.org To sign the guest 
book: www.schrader-howell.com 

HANCE, BRUCElv , 
August 4, 2011, age 86. 
WW II Veteran and lifelong 
supporter of Denison 
University. Husband of the 

late Nancy. Dear father of Deborah 
Paulick (Rodney) and Cindy Van 
Dusen (Tom). Grandfather of 
Jennifer, Jessica, John, Joseph, and 
Patrick. Brother of Virginia Becker. 
Memorial Service to be held at a later 
date. Memorial Tributes to Denison 
University Annual Fund, P.O. Box 
716, Granville. OH 43023, Michigan 
Parkinson Foundation, 30400 
Telegraph Rd., Suite 150, Bingham 
Farms, MI 48025, or Charity of the 
Donor's Choice. A. J. Desmond & 
Sons (248-362-2500). 
View obituary and share memories 

at: www.DesmondFuneralHome.com 

1-800-579-7355 • fax 313-496-4968 
email: oftobits@hometownlffe.com 
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ROLLINS, DEBORAH 
"DEBBIE" 

Aug 4, 2011, Age 41 of Westiand. 
Beloved daughter of Chris and Renee 
Rollins. Loving sister of Bradley. Dear 
granddaughter of Edward and Patsy 
Rollins. Dear niece of Karen (Michael) 
Gossett, Matthew (Sarah) Rollins and 
Nicole Rollins.Dear friend of Cynthia 
Barton. Debbie will be deeply missed 
by "Tiger". Funeral Tues H AM at 
Vermeulen Funeral Home, 980 N 
Newburgh Rd (btwn Ford & Cherry 
Hill) Westiand. Visitation Sun 3-9 PM 
and Mon 3-9 PM. Interment Cadillac 
Memorial Gardens, West. 

To share a memory, please visit 
vermeulenfuneralhome.com 

SMITH, ALMA 
100, died Tuesday, July 26, 2011 at 
Brownsboro Hills Healthcare Center in 
Louisville, Kentucky, with her great 
niece and her great, great niece at her 
side. She was bom October 26, 1910, 
to Prince Garfield and Mary (Mead) 
Huston. Reared on a farm near Salem, 
Indiana, she moved to the city with her 
parents and graduated from Salem 
High School in 1929: She received her 
bachelor's and master's degree in 
mathematics from Indiana University. 
After graduation she was involved in 
the development of the personal com
puter and was recognized as an expert 
and teacher in the emerging field of 
computer science. From 1943-1956, 
she was employed by General Motors 
and taught at Oakland Community 
College from 1965-1975 in 
Birmingham, Michigan where she and 
her husband, Warren made their home 
until his death in 1987. An active mem
ber of the First United Methodist 
Church of Birmingham for thirty years, 
she was known for her beautiful 
needlepoint and was a member of the 
Needlework Guild, an accomplished 
organist, and an avid bridge player. In 
1988, she became a resident of the 
Franklin United Methodist Community 
in Franklin, Indiana. For many years, 
she continued her interest in playing 
bridge, raising flowers in their green
house, and greeting newcomers. She 
was a lady of great generosity and 
strength. She was preceded in death by. 
two brothers, Ernest C. Huston, and 
Elmo F. Huston, and a sister, Virginia 
H. Cauble. She is survived by two 
nieces, Ernestine Huston Thompson of 
Augusta, Georgia and Mary Jane 
Huston Bennett of Louisville, 
Kentucky, and a nephew Ronald 
Cauble of Berkeley, California; two 
great nieces, four great nephews, 
eleven great, great nieces and nephews, 
and three great, great, great nieces. She 
chose' to be cremated and her ashes 
buried with her late husband in the 
Memorial Garden of the First United 
Methodist Church of Birmingham. The 
family would like to thank the staff at 
Franklin United Methodist Community 
and Brownsboro Hills Healthcare sys
tem for the care they gave to her. 

Arrangements entrusted to: Arch L. 

Heady-Cralle Funeral Home, 
Louisville, KY. 

www.archlheadycralle.com 
to leave a condolence with the family. 

McCULLY, JR. 
DUDLEY "SKIP" LISLE 

Ttov Born in Pittsburgh, PA on 
fgS5| November 19, 1933, Skip, 
j*"3sj"| loving husband, father and 

grandfather, passed away on 
July 20, 2011 at Munson Medical 
Center in Traverse City, MI. After 
earning a Masters in Automotive 
Engineering from Chrysler Institute, 
Skip became one of the original 
"Ram Chargers" in 1957 developing 
the record breaking C/Altered "High 
and Mighty" drag racer. In 1964 he 
joined the Pontiac racing program and 
did design work on the Pontiac GTO 
and Super Duty 455 Engine Program. 
He was active on stage with Avon 
Players in Rochester, the US Power 
.Squadron/Bjrmingham_. as Boating. 
Instructor and Commander in 1998, 
and later with "Three Lakes Assn." 
(TLA), in water quality research and 
loon management on Lake Bellaire. 
Skip is survived by his wife of 55 
years, Nancy, son, Dana Lee, and 
daughter Alicia and husband, John 
Taylor. He was a proud grandfather of 
Darrin Lee, Megan Leigh, Michael 
Douglas and Mason Alan McCully, 
Trevor Duncan and Aaron Hung-Ta 
Taylor. A revised time/date for his 
Memorial Service is 7PM, Wed. 
August 17, 2011 at Pixley Funeral 
Home in Rochester, Michigan. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be made to 
the" TLA", PO Box 689, Bellaire, MI 
49615, "Grass River Natural Area", 
PO Box 231, Bellaire, or the "Loon 
Network," PO Box 117, Alden, MI 
49612. 

£>2L LEE, ARTHUR, J . " 
Age 90, January 29, 1921-August 1, 
2011. Beloved husband of the late 
Jeanne. Father of Michael (Sharlene), 
Suzanne (Bill) Bowman, Gordon J. 
and Shirley A. (Peter) Santino. He is 
the grandfather of 8 and great grand
father of 5. WWII Navy Veteran and 
retired from Ford Motor Livonia 
Transmission. Visitation at the Harry 
J. Will Funeral Home, 37000 W. Six 
Mile today, Thursday 4-9 pm and 10 
am Friday before procession to 
Parkview Memorial, 

www.harryjwillfuneralhome.com. 

MIKA, VICTOR 
Age 65, July 28, 2011. 
Preceded in death by his 
parents, Stanley & Margaret. 
Survived by his loving sib

lings, Marge (Raymond) Gabel. Mike 
(Joyce), Tony, Stan (Nancy) and 
many nieces and nephews. Best 
friend of Wally and Sue Pociask. He 
proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Air Force. Memorial gathering 
Thursday 2pm until the Memorial 
service at 5pm at the John N. Santeiu 
& Son Funeral Home, 1139 Inkster 
Rd., (between Ford Road and Cherry 
Hill), www.santeiufuneralhome.com 

RUCKER, 
WILLIAM JAMES, SR. 

Age 88, of Beckley, passed away 
Sunday, July 31,2011 at his residence. 
Bom July 1, 1923 in Ashland. KY. he 
was the son of the late John Garrett 
and Mildred Pratt Rucker. William 
was President and Chairman of the 
Board of Mt. Eagle, Proud Eagle and 
Northern Eagle Distributors. He was a 
member of the Beckley Presbyterian 
Church and a U.S. Army veteran of 
WW II. He was a Kentucky Colonel 
for 58 years and was looked upon as a 
Kentucky gentleman who wore a suit 
and tie everyday of his working life, 
lived by his word and did business 
with a handshake. He never believed 
in retirement and worked up until a 
year before he died. William had a 
love for thoroughbred horse racing 
and loved to attend the Kentucky 
Derby which he did for 60 consecu
tive years. He is survived by his wife 
to whom he was married for 55 years, 
Patricia Ann Johnson. Rucker, son, 
William James Rucker, Jr. of Beckley; 
daughters, Cynthia Rucker Parkes of 
Winchester, VA, Catherine Rucker 
Parkes of Grand Rapids, MI and Carol 
Jo Rucker Butera of Dearborn, MI and 
10 grandchildren. Funeral services 
will be 1:00 p.m. Friday, August 5, 
2011 at the Beckley Presbyterian 
Church with Rev. Robin Debnam offi
ciating. Friends may visit with the 
family at the church from 11:00 a.m. 
until service time on Friday. 
Pallbearers will be Bradley Parkes, 
William James (BJ) Rucker, III, Brian 
Rucker, Patrick Parkes and Chad 
Parkes. On line condolences may be 
left at www.caifeefh.com. The family 
suggests memorial contributions be 
made to Hospice of Southern West 
Virginia, P.O. Box 1472, Beckley, WV 
25802 or The Beckley Presbyterian 
Church, 203 S. Kanawha St. Beckley, 
WV 25801. Arrangements by Calfee 
Funeral Home, Beckley. 

In Memory of our 
Lil.-O-Trish. 

Feb. 2,1991-Aug. 4,2010 
Lover of Family, Music, friends and good 

times. 
If tears could build a stairway and memo

ries a lane. • 
We would walk right up to heaven and 

bring you home again. 
You were taken way to soon. 

Your family and friends 
miss you so much. 

With love from your Father & family 
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HAVE A STORY IDEA? 
Contact Editor, Sharon Dargay 
Voice Mail: (313) 222-8883 
E-mail: sdargaf@hometownlife.com 
Comment online at hometownlife.com 

Parents can stress nutrition, safety at physical exai 
Annual physical exams are the 

perfect time for parents and family 
physicians to collaborate and teach 
children healthy lifestyle practices, 
according to University of Michigan 
family physicians and pediatricians. 

Although exams are primarily 
designed to assess youngsters' physi
cal health, visits can be used as a 
time for conversation. 

"For children between 5 and 12 
years old, the counseling aspect of 
the annual physical is important 
because children in this age group 
are establishing patterns of behavior 
that may last a lifetime," says Dr. 
Margaret Riley, clinical lecturer of 
family medicine at the U-M Medical 
School. "It's important for children 
to be counseled on leading a healthy 
lifestyle by their parent or guardian 
as well as their regular physician." 

Discussions also help children 
develop a positive and trusting rela
tionship with their doctor, Riley says. 

Along with the routine physical 
exam, Riley suggests that parents, 
physicians and children should talk 
about healthy lifestyle practices and 
accident prevention. This includes 
discussing the importance of eating 
a proper diet and getting regular 
exercise, limiting screen time, get
ting adequate sleep, and the dangers 
of high risk behaviors. Discussion of 
each topic varies according to chil
dren's age, and should be tailored to 
the individual child's needs. 

• Dietary counseling 
Parents and physicians should take 

advantage of annual visits to remind 
children of the value of eating fruits 
and vegetables and limiting sugary 
beverages and processed foods. 

"It's important that children are 
educated early on about the impor
tance of eating healthy food like lean 
meats, whole grains, low fat dairy, 
beans and fish," Riley says. "Teaching 
children portion control will also 
help them to avoid becoming over
weight." 

• Physical activity 
Although it's up to parents to 

ensure children get at least 60 min
utes of physical activity every day, 
family physicians'and pediatricians 
can encourage kids to stay active by 
offering a straightforward explana
tion of the benefits of exercise. 

"Physicians can explain to chil
dren how different activities help 
keep their muscles, heart and bones 
strong," Riley says. "Demonstrating 
to kids that even fun activities like 
playing tug-of-war and swimming 
help keep them healthy will encour
age them to remain active." 

• Screen Time 
"The more time children spend in 

front of a screen, the higher their risk 
of obesity," Riley says. "This includes 
time spent watching television, playing 
video games or using the computer." 

The average child spends 7-5 hours 
a day in front of a screen, but the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends no more than one to 
two hours of quality programming 
each day for school-aged children. 

"To minimize the risk of obesity, 
it's critical that parents and physi
cians work together to encourage 
kids to cut down on time spent in 

front of a screen," 
Riley adds. 

• Sleep 
Inadequate sleep 

can lead to behavioral 
issues, difficulty con
centrating at school, 
and has been linked 
with obesity. 

"Children 5-12 years 
old need an average 
of 11 hours of sleep 
nightly, and getting 
enough sleep will help 
them feel their best." 
Riley says. 

• High-Risk 
Behaviors 

According to a 2007 
survey of youth in the 
U.S., 24 percent of 
those younger than 13 
had their first drink of 
alcohol, 15 percent had 
smoked an entire ciga
rette and 8 percent 
had tried marijuana. 

"Screening for 
high-risk behaviors 
should occur during 
annual visits for those 
11 years and older," 
Riley says. "Early 
screening reduces 
the risk of substance 
abuse related injuries, 

motor vehicle crashes and substance 
dependence in adulthood." 

• Safety 
Accidents are the leading cause 

of death in children ages 5-12, and 
many injuries are preventable and 
predictable. 

"Motor vehicle accidents and 
drownings cause the majority of 
injuries in children," Riley said. 
"Families should be counseled on 
traffic safety including seat belts 
and bike helmets, and children ages 
5 and up should be taught to swim. 

For more information, visit www. 
healthychildren.org. 

Walk raises 
money for 

diabetes 
research 

The American Diabetes 
Association (ADA) is accepting 
registration for its fundraising 
walk, Step Out: Walk to Stop 
Diabetes planned for Saturday. 
Sept. 17, at the Detroit Zoo. 

Nearly 26 million Americans 
— over 1 million in the State 
of Michigan — have diabetes. 
Although an estimated 18.8 
million individuals have been 
diagnosed, another 7 million 
are unaware that they have the 
disease. If current trends con
tinue, one in three American 
adults will have diabetes by 
2050. 

"Diabetes is a devastating 
disease that touches us all," 
said Christina Johnson, ADA 
special events manager. "Step 
Out: Walk to Stop Diabetes -
is such a wonderful event for 
friends and co-workers to 
come together and help change 
the future of diabetes. The 
camaraderie and spirit that is 
enjoyed by participating in this 
event is priceless." 

To register, volunteer, spon
sor or find out more informa
tion, visit diabetes.org/stepout 
or call (888) DIABETES. 

The American Diabetes 
Association funds research 
to prevent, cure and manage 
diabetes; delivers services to 
hundreds of communities; 
provides diabetes informa
tion; and gives voice to those 
denied their rights because of 
diabetes. Founded in 1940, its 
mission is to prevent and cure 
diabetes and to improve the 
lives of all people affected by-
diabetes. 

Greg Kramer, D.C., DAA.M.L.P. 
Diplomat American Academy of Medical Legal 
Professionals. Studies under nation's leading 

Chiropractic Neurologist, 
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S E M I N A R 

D r . Greg K r a m e r , DC 
is holding a 

G l u t e n F r e e S e m i n a r 

a t t h e L i v o n i a 

Charleston Office Center 
34441 Eight Mile Road 

Topic To Be Discussed: Dr. Kramer's 

If y o u o r a l o v e d o n e i s s u f f e r i n g f r o m : 
1) Celiac Disease 
2) Irritable Bowel Syndrome 
3) Bloating or Cramping 
4) Constipation or Diarrhea 
5) Brain Fog 

Y o u m a y b e s u f f e r i n g f r o m 

G L U T E N S E N S I T I V I T Y ! 

6) Fatigue 
7) Crohn's Disease 
8) Ulcerative Colitis 
9) Fibromyalgia 

10) Thyroid Dysfunction 
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