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Ready to 
Relay 

It's time to fight 
back against cancer. 
The American Cancer 
Society Relay for Life 
of Westland has set the 
2012 event date from 
10 a.m. Saturday, May 
12, to 10 a.m. Sunday, 
May 13, at Jaycee Park. 

A kickoff celebration 
will be held Thursday, 
Feb. 16, in the multi
purpose room of the 
Bailey Recreation Cen
ter. Registration and 
refreshments will be 
at 6:30 p.m., with the 
program at 7 p.m. , 

The world's largest 
grassroots fundraising 
movement, Relay for 
Life mobilizes com
munities to celebrate 
people who have 
battled cancer, remem
ber loved ones lost and 
provide participants 
with an opportunity to 
fight back against the 
disease. 

So far, 13 teams and 
63 participants have .'•• . 
registered for the 
Westland Relay for Life. 
Participants can start 
a team by visiting re-
layforlife.org or calling 
(800)227-2345. 

, Shuh 

Shuh-weet! 
Westland pastor 

Allen "Buddy" Shuh is 
continuing his losing 
weighs even while 
away from the ranch 
for week four of NBC's 
"The Biggest Loser." 
Shuh went home to be 
with his wife who is 
pregnant, but was back • 
in time for the weekly 
weigh-in. 

Shuh, who started 
"The Biggest Loser" 
weighing 403 pounds, 
weighed in at 353 

• pounds, a 10-pound 
• loss over the previous 

week. It helped his Red 
Team win the weigh-
in with a combined 

. 58 pounds and a 3.19 
percent weight-loss 
percentage. 

In true "The Biggest 
Loser" fashion, the win 

\ forced the Black Team 
to send a member. 

; home. . i 
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i Great' W-W recommended 
for district 

, JENNY JOHNSON | WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

Lead evaluator Kathy Reifschneider of the Festus School District in Missouri, provides 
Wayne-Westland school officials with an oral report on the NCA AdvaricEd accreditation for \ 
the district. , . I ' A 

By Sue Mason 
Observer, Staff Writer 

f' It won't be made offi
cial until June, but the 
Wayne-Westland Com
munity Schools is in a 
celebratory mood now' 
after being told that the 
district has been rec
ommended for North 
Central Association 
AdvancEd accreditation. 

"You should be proud, 
your community should 
be proud," said Kathy 
Reifschneider, lead eval
uator of eight-mem-

1 ber Quality Assurance 
Review team. "In all 
areas, you have what it 
takes to be a great school 

district.". 
The QAR team spent < 

two days last week look
ing at all aspects of 
the district and talk- . 
ing to 344 administra
tors, employees, parents, 
community leaders and 
students before provid
ing school officials with 
an oral report of their 
review. 

This is the first time . 
Wayne-Westland has 
gone for district accred
itation, and according to 
Reifschneider, the dis-, 
trict was rated as high
ly functional in three ' 
of seven standards for 

Please see GREAT, A2 ' 

su 
Mehl presses dty to 

veterans 
By LeAnne Rogers 

Observer Staff Writer 

• • ' . ' ! ' . 

Westland, the self-described All-
American City, is one of the few 

.area communities that doesnt hQSt 
a program honoring military vet-:"* 
erans on the Veterans Day holiday. 

With the dedication of .the new 
Veterans Memorial Garden of 
Westland slated for Nov. 11, West- ^ 
land Veterans Association Chair-;' 
man Ken Mehl called on city of f i-
cials to remedy the problem and; 
get on board with memorial gar- ( 
den fundraising efforts. 

Prior to Veterans Day 2011, Mehl 
said he met with council President 
James Godbout and Mayor Wil-; 
liam Wild. One of the subjects that 
came up was the city's lack of a ' 
Veterans Day program. I 

"I was told there was no Veter-' \ 
ans Day ceremony due to city hall 
being closed You were going to' ' 
get back to me," Mehl said, speak
ing at the recent council meeting. 
"All of these people were off, but • 
you had a Martin Luther King Day 
ceremony, which was noble and 
the right thing to do. We need to 
rectify this." 

The National Civic League gives 
an award of All-American City, 
Mehl noted, with one criteria being 
civic involvement. 

"I don't think we'd pass on that 
criteria I hope we can all come ' 
together to resolve this," he said. 
"Veterans Day should be at the top 
of our list, so they won't be forgot
ten." ••,•'. , - . - . ' 

Westland John Glenn High . 
School hosted a Veterans Day cer
emony, but Mehl said it shouldn't 
be up to veterans or junior ROTC 
members to organize the pro-j 
grams. r 

"Unless we do this, we can't'-
expect history to go forward The 
amount of World War n veterT; 
ans is minimal and we're losing a 
lot of Korean vets. We're also los
ing Vietnam vets," Mehl said.'T'm 
not here to beg for anything, I 
wouldn't do that. It's up to all of us. 
My comments aren't meant to be' • 

A 20-by-20-foot replica of the POW/MIA logo will be the focal point of a 
plaza in the Veterans Memorial Garden. The Westland Veterans Associa
tion is selling engraved brick pavers - 6 inches by 6 inches for $100,6-inch 
by 12-inch for $250 and 12-inch by 12-inch for $500. J 

offensive." 
j Wild wasn't at the meeting—he 

was in Washington, D.C., for the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors meet
ing—but Godbout assuredMehl 

the lack of a Veterans Day pro
gram would be remedied. 

"This fell through the cracks 

Please see VETERANS, A2 

Man 
pleads no 
contest in 
dragging 

case 
By Darrell Clem 
Observer Staff Writer 

A Westland man accused of • 
driving over a teenager and 
dragging him along a Canton 
road pleaded no contest Thurs
day to a charge of assault with 
intent to do great bodily harm, 
Assistant Wayne County Pros
ecutor Maria Miller said. 

Rodney Manning, 20, faces 
sentencing March 8 by Wayne 
County Circuit Judge Von-
da Evans after he accepted a 
plea agreement that prompted 
authorities to dismiss charges 
of assault with intent to mur
der, reckless driving caus
ing serious injury, felonious 
assault and operating a vehicle 
while intoxicated causing seri
ous injury. / 

The sole remaining charge 
against Manning carries a 10-
year prison term, though local 
authorities have indicated he 
may not receive the maximum 
sentence. 

Manning's plea averted a tri
al that could have resulted in 
a much lengthier prison sen
tence. It comes two months 
after 19-year-old victim Jahlil 
Wilson gave horrific testnno-
ny during Manning's prelimi
nary examination in 35th Dis- , 
trict Court. 

Wilson accused Manning of 
twice running over him and 
dragging him a quarter-mile . 
along Beck Road near Wood-
long as he struggled to survive 
by clinging to hot pipes under-

Please see DRAGGING, A2 
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GREAT 
Continued f rom page A1 

accreditation and opera
tional in the other four. 

It was rated highly func
tional for its vision and 
purpose, governance and 
leadership and stakehold
er communications and 
relationships. It was rated 
operational for its teach
ing and learning, docu
menting and using results, 
resources and support 
systems and commitment 
to continuous improve
ment. 

"I think everybody 
knows what a great school 
district we have, but it's 
nice to see you come in 

! and see as strangers what 
we do," said school board 
President Carol Middel.; 
"We have a lot of hard 
working people and we 
appreciate what they do." 

Commendations 
In issuing its oral report,' 

the team offered five 
commendations: 

• That School Superin
tendent Greg Baracy and 
the school board work 
collaboratively to make 
"great futures for all" a 
reality. 

• That there was sig
nificant support for the 
school system through 
strong community 
involvement and partici
pation. 

•That the district's 
vision and purpose to stu-
dent learning was shared 

Wayne Westland school board 

by all stakeholder groups. 
• That the district and 

staff foster effective rela
tionships and communica
tion among stakeholders 
and provide effective and 
meaningful outreach to 
the community. 
. • That the district has 

an ongoing commitment 
to technology resources, 
support and training in an 
effort to prepare students 

. for a global technological, 
world. 

The district received 
one required action that 
"will help the district be 
even better." The action is 
to develop a systemic and 
systematic framework to 
ensure consistency and \ 
effectiveness in the areas 
of curriculum develop
ment, to create formative/ 
summatic assessments 
and to implement profes
sional learning commu
nities. '• ,-. 

"You look where you can 
best put the money and ' 
it's all in the classroom," 
saidReifschneMer. "I 
hope this is a validation 

• . . • if . . • • • .- . .1. ,:<..> . - . . . ( . - . , . - -
PHOTOS BY JENNY JOHNSON | WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 

members Frederick Weaver (from left), Andrea Clawsoh, Shawna Walker, Cindy Schofield and Carol Middel listen to the report 
' « • • • . . ' - . • . . • - ' • > ' V / / * • ' • • : . ' . : -v 

her visit with students has 
warmed her up to go back 
and become a substitute 
teacher. 

"I felt so blessed to talk 
to those young men and "' 
women at the career cen
ter, they gave me hope for 
our future," she said.. . 

Their comments were 
music to the ears of school 
board members. 

"I was very excited to 
hear the report, but a little 
nervous," said board Sec
retary Cindy Schofield. 
"I know everyone works 
hard, but it's nice to have it 
validated.".' ' '• : 

"This is the kind of thing. 
that makes being a board • 
member an honor and 
a privilege," said board 
Treasurer Shawna Walk
er. "I am so proud at this 
moment." | 
' Trustee Thomas Buck- .; 
alew praised Baracy and ; 

the staff saying that "noth
ing like this could be 
pulled off if they were not 
doing their job all along." ,:-,-

"This is a wonderful dis
trict," he said. ..'•'• • ; • 

Members of the NCA AdvancEd Quality Assurance Review 
team includes Kathy Reffschneider (from left), lead evaluator, 
from Festus School District in Missouri, Pam Qurtiqu'rt of the . 
Nov! Public Schools, Rubye Holloway of the Detroit, Mary-
anne Ochalek of the Warren Consolidated Schools, Chase 
Kruse of Tulsa, Okla., Dorthy Garrison-Wade of Denver,'Colo., 
Jan Colliton, a retired Farmington assistant superintendent 
and JoAnn McCaffrey (in front) of Ozark, Ala. • 

for what you do. You are 
a very, very good school '.\ 
district." ;..., • 

A written report of the 
findings will be submit
ted in 30 days to AdvancEd 
and sent to the school dis
trict. The recommenda
tion will go before the *'••. 

state Board of Educa-,' 
tion in June for approv
al. The accreditation is for 
five years, and the district 
will need to do a progress 
report in two years.. J 
"While today we cele- :

 t 
brate die culmination bf 
an extensive self study • 

and external review, it is 
only the beginning ofjhe 
next cycle of continuous ,.'; 
improvement," ReifSch
neider said. 

Great things 
The word great per

meated the oral report, 
presented at a special 
school board meeting last 
Wednesday afternoon, and 
many of the team mem-: 
bers talked of taking back 
to their districts some of 
the,initiatives,they saw 
during their visit to school 
buildings. 

Jan Colliton, a consul
tant and retired assis
tant superintendent in' 
the Farmington Public 
Schools, told the board that 

. if her grandchildren lived 
in the area, she would rec
ommend they be put in the 
Wayne-Westland district. -

"This is the place to be, 
you have some wonder
ful teachers and stakehold
ers," she said. "You now 
have a fan." , 

Evaluator Jo Ann McCaf
frey from Ozark, Ala, said 

VETERANS 
Continued from page A1 

'.' last year with no Veter- . 
ans Day ceremony," God-

; bout said. "It will happen 
this year. The dedication 

•; • is this year. We need to do 
it on an annual basis. Once 

'. • i we start, it will become an 
annual event." 

'.\-'.- At this point, the West-
k - ••''.. land Veterans Associa-
'•'•'•' tion has raised about half 
:'•['- of the $150,000 estimat-
• ; - ; , ' ed cost for the first phase 

- .. of the memorial garden, 
'.-'.. which will be built in Cen

tral City Park. 
As Mehl commented on 

the need for support from, 
elected officials, 18th Dis- : 

trict Court Judge Sandra 
Cicirelli spoke to support 
veterans and, specifically, 
the memorial garden. v ; 

"My dad was a World 
War II veteran. My hus
band Nick was a Vietnam 
veteran. I say that he was 

indirectly killed by the 
war. He was exposed to 
Agent Orange and died of 
myasthenia gravis," Cici
relli said. "I'd like to make 
a $5,000 donation on their 
behalf. We all support vet
erans in our own way. I 
would ask you all to get 
behind this."..... 

Councilman Bill John
son, who Mehl credited 
with raising about 25 per
cent the money already 
collected for memori
al garden, volunteered to 
serve as the liaison to the 
veterans. > 
. The Westland Veterans • 
Association has had a vari
ety of fundraisers, includ
ing die sale of hats and T- -

, shirts. An ongoing fund- . 
raiser is at the Westland 
Buffalo Wild Wings, which 
will donate 20 percent of a 
bill, if the customer men
tions the veterans memori- * 
al garden. 
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Diitctor Debra Labadie and Jill Taylor, RN 

Debra Labadie and J i l l ' 
Taylor work as a team to 
help families understand 
the admissions process. 
Labadie and Taylor advise 
families to tour facilities under 
consideration. "If you decide 
you want your loved one at . 
Four Seasons, inform the 

hospital discharge planners of your , 
choice, or the social worker at another 
nursing home," said Labadie. "Make . 
your decision based on needs; we 
make sure we meet each resident's 
individual needs," . • >'• 
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f33!HE!l!lHH5i 

-SEHf 

A resident of a nearby facility recently 

asked to be moved to Four Seasons. 

The facility is large, accommodating •• , 

180 patients, has long, wide hallways 

for walking and socializing... and the 

food and nutrition program is great. 

Labadie also educates families about 
Four Seasons' services — 24-hour 
nursing care, in-house dialysis, 
respiratory therapy, a secured dementia 
unit, cardiac rehab, and physical, , 

occupational and speech therapies." 
J^We're a highly skilled nursing 

facility," said Taylor. 
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DRAGGING 
Continued f rom page A1 

neath the car. 
Wilson's testimony indi

cated the attack last July 
2 followed a violent clash 
outside a house party ., 
between two groups of 
young adults, one of them 
allegedly affiliated with 
a gang dubbed Loyalty 
Before Respect. 

Wilson, however, denied 
he was involved in a gang 
during an incident that 
culminated when he was 
dragged along the road 

. until his buttocks were , 
.'(seared off and his spine 
"' was exposed! ' v . 

"It was just horrible," 
he testified in November. 

Manning had been free 
on bond as he awaited 
the outcome of his case 
in Wayne County Cir- ' 
cuit Court. He could have 
faced penalties ranging 
up to life in prison if he 
had been convicted on 
earlier charges of assault 
with intent to murder. 

Wilson has testified he 
was among a crowd of 25-
30 people who crossed " 
to the west side of Beck 
Road after the car driv
en by Manning parked 

across the street and one 
passenger got out with a 
baseball bat.. ' 

Wilson said the house-;: 

party crowd, some of • 
them shouting "LBR" to 
signify the gang, pelted - -

" the car with cinder blocks 
and rocks, shattering .• 
some of the windows. 

Wilson testified Man
ning then drove toward "•. 
the party, ran of f the 
road, drove over him two 
times and dragged him r 
along Beck Road as oth
ers yelled for him to stop. 

Defense attorney Leon 
Weiss called what hap
pened to Wilson trag
ic, though he implied . . 
Wilson wasn't as inno- \ 

i cent-as he claimed dur- ' 
ing what Weiss described 
as "a brutal attack" by 
"organized gang activity" 
against Manning and his 
passengers, Y V - . ^ j 

Weiss accused Wilson •• 
of trying to "sanitize his ', 
own behavior" during 
what Weiss said was "a 
war type of thing." 

Wilson has said his , 
body will never be the ,< 
same and that he wakes .' 
at night from nightmares 

, caused by the incident. 
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goes to D.C., thanks to Mr. Wild 
By Sue Mason 

\ . Observer Staff Writer ': 

; Garden City Mayor ; 
Randy Walker has a few 
things to say about his 
recent trip to Washing-

. ton, D.C.: "It was great, 
it was cool and definite-

i ly an opportunity of a life
time." 

Walker was among 250 
mayors who attended the 
recent National Confer- . 
ence of Mayors'winter . 
conference in the nation's 
Capitol, a conference he 
attended at the behest of 
Westland Mayor William 

' 'Wild. Knowing Garden 
City's financial situation, 
Walker paid for the entire 
trip which cost $2,000. 

"I want to thank May
or Wild for giving me the 
heads-up,"..'said Walk- .' 
er. "He told me about 
the invitation to vis
it the White House and 
that I had to come. It was 
an opportunity of a life
time." 

"I'm the Michigan 
ambassador for the con-. 
f erence and one of the 
things I do is recruit 
members," said Wild. 
"While Garden City is too 
small because its popu
lation is under 30,000,1 
thought it would be good 
for him to attend." A 

'Un fe t te red access' 
According to Wild, 

the speakers at the con-, 
ference are members 

, of President Barack 
Obama's administration. 
Attending the sessions , 
"gives you.unfettered 

. access to ask questions." 
"That's why I thought it . 

. would be a great oppor- * 
tunity for him," Wild 
said. "We're all facing the 
same issues." • 

Wild, who has been . 
attending the conference 
since he became mayor 
in 2007, said he feels like 
he's "attending mayors 
college" when he goes the 
conference. Everyone is 
treated the same whether 

Serving on the social media panel were Jim Shuttle of Omaha, Neb. (from left), Kim McMil
lan of Clarksville, Tenn., Westland Mayor William Wild and Brian Wahler of Piscataway, N.J. 

they're the mayor of Los 
Angeles and Philadelphia 
or Westland. 

The two men picked 
from a variety of meet
ings. Walker focused on 
a meeting with the Envi
ronmental Protection 
Agency about water as / 
well as childhood obesity. 

"All the mayors in the -
water meeting were giv
ing the EPA a lot of heat 
about a lot of unfund-! 
ed mandates like our $40 
million catch basin," he 
said. "They were telling 
them to be more realis
tic and come to the table , 
with plans and funding." 

He also learned in the 
other meeting the effect 
childhood obesity is hav
ing on the next genera- ( 

tion. | 
"Every generation's 

lifespan has gotten lon
ger, but this generation 
is starting to go the other 
way because of childhood 
obesity," he said, adding 
that he plans to share his 
information with the Gar-: 
den City Public Schools. 

Wild served as a pan- \ 
el member on a session 
on how communities '. \ 
use social media. West-"* > 
land utilizes Facebook, 
Twitter, Linked In and 
Livestream to communi
cate with residents. But 
he also tried to get more 
information on the police 
grants to see how West-
land can get some of the 
funding to hire more offi-

Westland Mayor William Wild snapped this photo of v 
Garden City Mayor Randy Walker with President Barack 
Obama during a visit to the White House. 

. ' . • . ' • . > . . . . . . . 

cers and^vestigated the Mayors' Institute on City 

• ' : • • • " • •'.' . : - ' : y • ' ' • * " : £ • ' ; . : : 
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...ONE STUDENT AT A TIME .'" _ i _ 

Design to see what ben- , 
efits it might have for 
the pity which faces the 
prospect of replacing its 
aging city hall. 
, "There's an opportuni-; 

ty to apply to the institute 
and if your accepted, you 
meet with a group of pro
fessors at Harvard and 
they look at the city and 

> what you want to doj then 
tell you the things to look 
out for so you don't make 
any mistakes," he said. 

On the radar 
He also attended a task 

force meeting on how to 
get on the radar for new 
franchises. While a lot of 
it was meant for inner cit
ies, it had a lot of good ;;• 

: information about how '.'•' 
to make a city franchise 
friendly, information he 
is sharing with the city's 
Community Development 
Department., 

But the highlight for 
both men was a White 
House reception and a 
chance to meet Pres- ; 
ident Barack Obama. 
While many of the may-

' ors toured portions of the 
White House, Walker fol
lowed Wild's advice and 
stacked out his spot by t 
the rope near the podium. 
He waited there for more 
than 45 minutes. 

"They would come up 
and tell him that the Pres
ident wouldn't be out for 

" another hoiir, he didn't 
move," said Wild who 
found his spot a few feet, 
away so he could snap a 
photo of Walker with the 
President and vice versa. 

"I got chill bumps," said 
Walker. "There was all; 
kinds of noise and then . 
you hear, 'Ladies and gen
tlemen, the President 
of the United States.' It 
was surreaTHere's the 

', most powerful man in the 
world and I got to shake 
his hand." 

That's not all Walker 
got to do. He also partic
ipated in a conference • , 
call to talk about Gar

den City with the White 
House which was looking 
for stories to tie in with 
the President's State of, 
the Union Address. Gar
den City didn't make the 
cut, but Walker was able 
to tell them about the city 
and the challenges it's 
facing. 

"The auto companies , 
are on the rebound, how
ever, we are still hurting,". 
Walker said in a follow-
up e-mail. "I think pres
ident Obama's speech 
theme should definitely 
cover jobs, foreclosures, 
and infrastructure. U.S. 
cities are the backbone of 
America, where the leath
er hits the pavement.'We 
need to put America back 
to work with skilled jobs. 
As you know whenpeople 
make money they spend 
money and the econo1 

my takes of f in the right 
direction." 
' Walker also got to share 
the stage with a group of 
mayors who stood around 
the podium as the may
or of Los Angeles deliv
ered the opening speech. 
It aired on C-SPAN, and 
he also had the chance to; 
introduce himself to the 
viewing audience. 
. "This gave me the 
opportunity to meet with 
mayors from all over the 

. U.S. and learn some best 
practices," he said. "I 
enjoyed it thoroughly. I ; 
spent a lot of time in the 
meetings, there was so ' 
much to pick and choose 
from, things you think 
will work for your city." 

"It was very interest
ing, very educational," he 
said. 

Walker is thankful Wild 
urged him to attend the 
conference, something he 
would like to do again. 
•• "Westland has an fan- . 

tastic mayor," he said. 
"He's straight up and 
very professional. West-
land's lucky to have him." 

smasonehometownlife.com 

, (313)222-6751 

Life Support Training Institute 

Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time. 

For more information or to register, 
; please visit us on the web at 
www.lifesupporttraining.org 

or call us at 
866-FOR-LSTI (367-5784) 

PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
Now Accepting Registrations! 

r^Bijyja^esiBBBGiDafl^ 
Course Start Date Days \ Location 
• Paramedic 2/25/12 Saturday's Taylor Campus 

• EMT 2/25/12 Saturday's Taylor Campus 

Late Registrants Accepted 
£l 

Dr. Hasan F. Hasan 
Board Certified Internal 
Medicine Physician with 
Hospital Priveledge* at: 
St. Mary/Mercy - Livonia 
Providence Park - Nov! 

Now Open... 
and Accepting 
New Patients 

Offering These Complete 
Medical Services: 

• Digestive 
Diseases • 

• Heart Conditions 
•Hormonal . < 
. Disorders 
• Immunizations 
• Infections 
• Kidney Diseases 
•' Respiratory 
Disorders 

• Women's Health 

•Adult Internal 
Medicine 

•Allergies 
•^Arthritis 
• Blood Diseases • 
• Cancer 
• Chronic Disease 
Management • 

• Cognitive 
Assessments 

• Diabetes 

• 

* 

C h e r r y h i l l R o a d 
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Dr. Hasan diagnoses and manages 
chronic illnesses as well as the general 

health issues of adults of all ages. 

Accepting Most Insurances 
849 N. Wayne Road • Westland 

Across from Le Cakery . 

248-476-8600 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 10-3 

OE087B5379 

(C^it Qpit&iAi tAe^ttx,' 

Ceramics , 

Drawing 
• . . i • ' • . ' ' 

Painting \ 

Wet Felting 

Weaving • 

Photography/ 

Experimental Art 

Relief Printmaking 

and more... 

.,..'' Enhance your physical, mental and emotional well-being. 

"tdki an art cU&& toAay! | j \ Schoolcraft 

Continuing Education and Professional Development | www.schoolcraft.edu/cepd | 734.462.4448 

f JOIN US ON FACEBOOK @ www.facebook.com/schoolcraftcepd 

1ST Counter The Ultimate 
Flag Football Experience 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
• Ages 3-14 • Boys and Girls 

Games played Saturday mornings 
. (April 2i8t-June 9th) 

Emphasis on having fun I 
Every child plays 
No tryouts or fundraisers 
Play on the same team with a friend 

- ^ sports^=-

734-716-9663 
www.nzonesports.com 

' . / " ' • • ; 


