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| 'i'Ready to

‘Relay . .

it’s time to fight

. back against cancer.

The American Cancer

- Society Relay for Life
of Westland has set the -

. 2012 event date from

10 a.m. Saturday, May - :

. 12, to 10 a.m. Sunday,
- May 13, at Jaycee Park,

A kickoff celebration

will be held Thursday, .-

' Feb. 16, in the multi-
. purpose room of the
' Bailey Recreation Cen-

" ter. Registration and -

- refreshments will be

at 6:30 p.m., with the -
program at 7 p.m.

The world’s largest ‘ :

- grassroots fundraising -
: movement, Relay for

Life mobilizes com-

" munities to celebrate

" people who have

. battled cancer, remem- :

" ber loved ones lost and

- with an opportunity to -

provide participants

- fight back against the

b

- Shuh-weet'

disease. k

So far, 13 teams and
63 participants have . -
registered for the
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Westland Relay for Life. 2

Participants can start

a team by visiting re-- t

layforlife.org or calling

.. (800) 227-2345.

Shuh '

* Westland pastor
Allen “Buddy” Shuh is
continuing his losing
weighs even while

.away from the ranch
- for week four of NBC’s

" Shuh went home to be

“The Biggest Loser.” ' -

with his wife who is

" ' pregnant, but was back "

in time for the weekly

- weigh-in.

Shuh, who started

- "The Biggest Loser”

* weighing 403 pounds,
- weighed in at 353 -

* pounds, a 10-pound

loss over the previous
- week. It helped his Red

. Team win the weigh-
" in with a combined

percentage.
In true “The Blggest

| forced the Black Team
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for dlstrlct accredltatlon
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ETN takes tobea great school -

" By Sue Mason dlstrlct »
Observer Staff Writer ' The QAR team Spent i
two days last week look-
p It won’t be made Offl- ing atall aspectsof
cial until June, butthe - the districtand talk- - .
. Wayne-Westland Com- ing to 344 administra-
. munity Schoolsisina °  tors, employees, parents,
_celebratory mood now’ community leaders and
- after being told thatthe ~ students before provid- .
district hasbeenrec- . .- ing school officials with
4 ommended for North ' an oral report of their
Central Association - . review.
- AdvancEd accreditation. - This is the first time .-
: “You should be proud,” Wayne-Westland has -
. your community should  gone for district accred-
" be proud,” said Kathy itation, and according to .
" Reifschneider, lead eval- - Reifschneider, the dis-,
e . uator of elght-mem- ‘trict was rated as thh-
. : i . JENNYJOHNSON | WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 1 ber Quality Assurance ‘ly functional in three =
f Lead evaluator Kathy Reifschneider of the Festus School District in Missour, provides " Review team. “In all of seven standards for DENGS
Wayne-Westland school ofﬁcnals with an oral report on the NCA AdvancEd accredltatlon for ' 'areas,you have what it ' <
the dlStI‘lCt BN . ; Please see GREAT, A2

Ken Mehl presses C|ty to
support

ByLeAnneRogers ‘

R ObserverStafanter .

West]and, the self-descnbed A11- :
American City, is one of the few -

.., area communities that doesn’t hQst

| Loser” fashion, the win

i

P

aprogram honoring military vet- "
erans on the Veterans Day holiday.
With the dedication of the new |

Veterans Memorial Gardenof - | -

- Westland slated for Nov. 11, West-' ;
land Veterans Association Chair- |
, man Ken Mehl called on city off1-
cials to remedy the problemand ; -
get on board with memorial gar-
den fundraising efforts. =~ .
Prior to Veterans Day 2011, Mehl
' said he met with council Pres1dent :
James Godbout and Mayor Wil- !
liam Wild. One of the subjects that
came up was the city’slackof a
Veterans Day program. . 3
“T was told there was no Veter— .

, _  ans Day ceremony due to city hall g
. 58 pounds and a 3.19
. percent weight-loss

being closed. You were going to |

get back to me,” Mehl said, speak
ing at the recent council meeting-.'
“All of these people were off, but +

- you had a Martin Luther King Day
ceremony, which was noble and -

" the right thing to do. We need to
_rectify this.” -

The National Cnnc League glves _

_an award of All-American City, i

Mehl noted, with one cntena bemg ’

civic mvolvement
. “I don’t think we’d pass on that ,
criteria. I hope we can all come

. together to resolve this” he said. ~
“Veterans Day should be at the top
" of our list, 50 they won’tbe forgot— '

ten.” -
Westland J ohn Glenn ngh

 School hosted a Veterans Day cer

emony, but Mehl said it shouldn’t
- be up to veterans or junior ROTC
members to organize the pro-

grams. -,
“Unless wedo this, we can’t
expect history to go forward. The

. amount of World War I veter;. - .
arlslsmlmmalandwerelosmga

‘lot of Korean vets. We're also los- -
ing Vietnam vets,” Mehl said. “I'm
not here to beg for anything, I.

~ wouldn't do that. It's up to all of us.
My comments aren’t meant t? be -
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- U.S. Conference of Mayors meet- ;.
a ing—but Godbout assured Mehl

A 20-by-20-foot replica of the POW/MIA logo will be the focal point of a -
’ plaza in the Veterans Memorial Garden. The Westland Veterans Associa- -
tion is selling engraved brick pavers - 6 inches by 6 inches for $100 6-|nch

' Please see VEI'ERANS Az
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. By Darméll Clem
Observer Staff Writer

- ousinjury. -

sentence

The sole remaining charge ‘
against Manning carries a 10-
" year prison term, though local
authorities have indicated he
- may not receive the maximum’

" Please see DRAGGING, A2

pleads no
‘contest in
dragging

AWestland man accused of ../ .
'driving over a teenager and
" dragging him along a Canton
road pleaded no contest Thurs-
day to a charge of assault with
intent to do great bodily harm,
-Assistant Wayne County Pros-
ecutor Maria Miller said. . i
. 'Rodney Manning, 20, faces
sentencing March 8 by Wayne
- County Circuit Judge Von- -
da Evans after he accepted a
‘plea agreement that prompted - -
* authorities to dismiss charges " .-
of assault with intent to mur- ~ :
der, reckless driving caus- _
ing serious injury, felonious -
- assault and operating a vehicle
while intoxicated causmg seri-

Manning’s plea averted a tri- -
al that could have resultedin =
amuch lengthier prison sen-
tence. It comes two months -
after 19-year-old victim Jahlil
‘Wilson gave horrific testimo-
ny during Mannmg s prelimi-
nary examination in 35th Dis-, .

) by 12-mch for $250 and 12- mch by 12-mch for $500 S _ trict Court. :
S . . ‘ o ~ Wilson accused Mannmg of
i . o twice running over him and
s o ST dragging him a quarter-mile -
~ offensive.” e the lack of a Veterans Day pro- along Beck Road near Wood- 3
- Wild wasn't at the meeting—he * gram would be remedied. long as he struggled to survive = -
" was in Washington, D.C., for the ‘Thls fell through the cracks by clinging to hot pipes under-
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GREAT

Contlnued from page A1 g
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online at hometownlife.com.

GREAT STAFF.

GREAT CARE.

; _In-House Dialysis | Cardrac Rehab | Respiratory Therapy -
. Secured Memory Care Unit | Short & Long- Term Care
’ Medicare and Medicaid Provider | Private insurance

Drop in for a Visit

Anytime! Any Day!

- ‘ 8365 Newburgh Road | Just South ofJoy Road | Westland 48185

(L to R) Admissions Dirkctor Debra Labadre and Jill Taylor, RN

g Debra Labadie and Jilt * -
{ Taylor work as a team to
. help families understand |

the admissions process.

b Labadie and Taylor advise
| families to tour facilities under B .
[ consideration. “If you decide
you want your loved one at .
* Four Seasons, inform the
. hospital discharge planners of your -,
chorce or the social worker at another
nursrng home, sard Labadre "Make
.your decision based on needs, we o
" make sure we meet each resident's _
5 mdrvxdual needs, _— '

‘A resident of a nearby facmty recently

, asked to be moved to Four Seasons.
The facility is large, accommodating - .
180 patrents has long, wide hallways \

“for walking and socializing... and the -

 food and nutrition program is great

Labadie also educates famllres about o
f Four Seasons services — 924-hour

'nursmg care, in-house d|a1y5|s,

resprratory therapy, a secured dementia -
unit, cardiac rehab, and physical, -,

occupational and speech therapies.”
““We're a highly skilled nursing

, Tacility,” said Taylor. -

8734[416[2000 :

' “l‘ake a_‘l‘our on our Website!
www‘ fours \_'1sonsnurslngcenter com

- 3947W 12Me, Beﬂdey 248'543-3115 Mon-WedtO-SSO Thu10-830 Fn&SaH(}SN REE

‘2096 FE
sal EQ‘S 1/31/12 “

“\ Blrthdal_.JOr StA'Special Tregtl] s ko rofos
The Doll Hosplta! & Toy Soidier 8hop  DollHospitat.com WWW

+
3

Savrng the World One

a Time.

CWer CBirds %rﬂimted

’ 41816 Ford Rd Canton, MI 481 87 Between Haggerty and Lilley Rds «
. (734) 983-9130 / www.canton.wbu.com ~
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WAPIENNIK

A PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILIT

. Legal issues can be tough
Bl and the system confusing to outsiders.
. Attorney Jason P. Wapiennik speaks

: through the system, helping you avozd :
“ or escape difficult situations and . |
prepare your business or famtly ‘

< for thefuture ‘ o

Handlmg Legal Issues of All Vanetles

: Catl 'today foryour =~ . - .
FREE 20 Minute Telephone Consultatlon

- (734) 855-4999 -
32437 Five Mile Road * Livonia -

. Located in the Livonia Legal Center Between the Courthouse §
and the Livonia C Community ] Recreatton Center . §
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tional in the other four. -
-1t was rated hlghly func-
t10na1 for its vision and
' purpose, governarnce and
leadership and stakehold-
er communicationsand - . .
relationships. It was rated
‘ " operational for its teach-
. ingand learmng, docu-
_menting and using results, - . ) f v
resources and support by all stakeholder groups : and external rev1ew, 1t is~ her v1s1t w1th students has L
_systems and commitment ¢ That the district and - . only the beginning of the ‘, . warmed heruptogoback - -
to contmuous unprove— . staff foster effective rela- , next cycle of continious | * and become a substitute -
- ment. .+ : tionships and communica- unprovement ” Relfsch- " teacher. . :
© “T think everybody tion among stakeholders nelder said. “I felt so blessed to talk
knows what a great school - and provide effective and E *  to those young menand °
- district we have, but it’s meaningful outreach to . Great thmgs women at the career cen-
. nice to see you come in the community. : + The word great per- . ter, they gave me hope | for
" and see as strangers what . . * That the district has - .- meated the oral report, " our future,” she said. o
we do,” said school board - an ongoing commitment- - presented at a special Their comments were o
President Carol Middel. ; -~ to technology resources, . school board meetinglast ~ music to the ears of school ]
- “We have alot of hard - support and training in an . Wednesday afternoon, and board members. =
working people and we effort to prepare students many of the team mem- : - %I was very excitedto
. appreciate what they do.” - .for a global technological, . bers talked of taking back - hearthe report, but a little " -
N L world. = : to their districts someof - nervous,” said board Sec- - -
Commendations - = - The district received ' . Members of the NCA AdvancEd Qualrty Assurance Rewew . the initiatives,they saw retary Cindy Schofield. -

In issuing its oral report, - one required action that - * team indudes Kathy Reifschneider (from left), lead evaluator,  during their v151t toschool  “Iknow everyone works
the team offered five “will help the districtbe  * from Festus School District in Missouri, Pam Quitiquit of the .  buildings. " hard, but it’s nice to have 1t ’
comimendations: . evenbetter.” The actionis  Novi Public Schools, Rubye Holloway of the Detroit, Mary- - Jan Colliton, a consul- vahdated oo .

¢ That School Superm— - to develop a systemic and - ‘anne Ochalek of the Warren Consolidated Schools, Chase . tant and retired assis-’ “This is the'kind of thmg .
.. tendent Greg Baracy and  systematic frameworkto  Kruse of Tulsa, Okla., Dorthy Garrison-Wade of Denver, Colo.,  tant superintendent in' that makesbeingaboard - =
. the school board work ' - ensure consistency ‘and\ - Jan Colliton, a retired Farmington assistant supenntendent, - the Farmington Public "-member anbonorand " -
: "~ collaboratively tomake . . effectiveness inthe areas . and JoAnn McCaffrey (m front) of Ozark, Ala. . - - -~ Schools, told the board that  a privilege,” said board
* - “great futures for all” ,, of curriculum develop- = CoL e PR ., ifher grandchildrenlived = Treasurer Shawna Walk- -«
- reality. - . : ment, to create formative/ ' ', ’ . .; :':i ‘ L0 7oy inthearea,shewouldrec-  er. “I am so proud at this' ~

¢ That there was 51g- summatic assessments for what you do You are | state Board of Educa- : "~ ommend they be putin the . moment ? oy o
nificant support forthe _ and toimplement profes-  avery, very good school ° tion in June for approv- Wayne-Westland district. - ' Trustee Thomas Buck- g
school system through sional learning commu- . district.” .. - ' al. The accreditation i isfor - “Thisistheplacetobe, - . alew praised Baracy and T

. strong commumty nities. ' ‘ -, Awritten report of the . five years, and the d1stnct "~ youhave some wonder- . the staff saying that “noth- -
~involvement and part1ci- “You look where you can findings will be submit- -~ will need to doaprog ress . . ful teachers and stakehold-  inglike thiscouldbe ¢ ;.
“ pation. " best putthe moneyand '  tedin'30 daysto AdvancEd - report intwoyears.. { . .. ers,” she said. “You now pulled off if they were not ,

« That the district's . itsallinthe classroom,” . and sent to the school dxs— “While today we cele- ’ have afan” -~ . o7 domg their job all along.”
vision and purpose to stu- __ said Reifschneider. “I = . trict. The recommenda- " brate the culmination bf Evaluator JoAnn McCaf “This is a wonderful dlS-
dent learning was shared ~ hope this is a validation t10n w111 go before the an extenswe self study frey from Ozark, Ala, sa1d tr1ct ? he sa1d ST

st I B : : . R e 2 ‘u‘,! ‘ . e T
. indirectly killed by the - across the street and one
L VETE RAN s .. war. He was exposed to DRAGGI N G -’ passenger got out with a
*'Continued from page A1 ~ Agent Orange and died of Continued frompage A1~ baseballbat.w - *
R ...+ myasthenia gravis,” Cici- o P - Wilson said the house-
RN relli said. “I'd like to make’ { - ot party crowd, some of -:
. last year with no Veter- . a $5,000 donation on their - "neath the car. them shouting “LBR” to o
", ans Day ceremony,” God- .° behalf. We all support vet- " Wilson’s testimony indi- - signify the gang, pelted -
bout said. “It will happen = eransinour ownway.I. " cated the attack last July . ~the car with cinder blocks |
this year. The dedication - would ask you all to get _ 2followed a violent clash  and rocks, shattering -
is this year. Weneedtodo  behind this.”. - outsideahouse party .- . some of the windows."
" it on an annual basis. Once Councﬂman B111 John- between two groups of . Wilson testified Man- -
- we start, it will become an  son, who Mehl credited * young adults, one of them  ning then drove toward .
- . annual event.”, with raising about 25 per- _ allegedly affiliated with - the party, ran off the
. - - Atthis point, the West- cent the money already agang dubbed Loyalty ~  road, drove over him two
-+ land Veterans Associa- .- " collected for memori- Before Respect. = ', - tlmes and dragged him -
-~ . tion hasraised about half - al garden, volunteered to - Wilson, however, denied  along Beck Road as oth-
7. of the $150,000 estimat- = - serveasthe liaison to the .he wasinvolvedinagang ers yelled for him to stop.
- .. edcost for the first phase = veterans. during an incident that Defense attorney Leon -
- . of the memorial garden, .. The Westland Veterans _culminated when he was Weiss called what hap-
.- which will be built in Cen- Assoc1at10n has had a vari-  dragged along the road pened to Wilson trag- -
tral CityPark. - . _ . ety of fundraisers, includ- . until his buttocks were .. . ic, though he implied

As Mehl commented on - .- ing the sale of hatsand T~ - ." seared off and his spme - erson wasn'tasinno- - .

the need for support from; ', shirts. An ongoing fund-", _- ' was exposed; R cent-as he clalmed dur- -
. elected officials, 18th Dis-~ ' raiser is at the Westland - “It was Just horrible,” -~ ing what Weiss described
"trict Court Judge Sandra Buffalo Wild Wings, which he testified in N ovember as “a brutal attack” by *
. Cicirelli spoke to support : will donate 20 percent of a Manning had been free °  “organized gang act1v1ty”
_ veterans and, spec1f1ca11y, - bill, if the customer men- | on bond as he awaited - agamst Mannmg and his .-
" the memorial garden. - tions the veterans memori-’ the outcome of his case '~ * passengers. ... © T} - .
. “MydadwasaWorld . algarden. . " in Wayne County Cir-~ " Weiss accused Wilson .
© War Il veteran. My hus- =~ - o o cuit Court. He could have . © of trying to “sanitize h1s L
“band Nick was a Vietham rogers@hometownlife.com - o ' BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER  faced penalties ranging - own behavior” during
veteran. I say thathewas " ' ' (313) 222-5428 Rodney Mannmg of Westland pleaded no contest Thurs- up to life in prison if he °  what Weiss said was “a’
' o . < . S ‘ day toa charge of assault wrth intent to do great bodlly had been convictedon . - war type of thing.” = .
i [N . harm A ; 3 . R earlier charges of assault .. - Wilson has said his =,
: . o ; I withintentto murder. .  body will never be the " s
,' : - ‘ i -Wilson has testifiedhe ~ same and that he wakes
. TR N | was among a crowd of 25- at night from nightmares’
e ST s L - 30 people who crossed caused by the 1nc1dent
F S REHAB[L[TATION 20/50 Tog SGIE' || tothe west side of Beck
‘| Road after the car driv- ' dclem@hometownlrfe com| (313)
OUR EASON AND NURSING - A Wonderiand. _ Traditional Tousl i; en by Mannmg parked ©222-2238
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