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Look |n5|de for

" MONEY

1 SAVING

s i

.....

THINGS YOU CAN
"-NEGOTIATE FOR AT
'WORK (AND DIDN'T KNOWIT)

Still losing

,

~Coupons

s s i

.at the William P. Faust

;_Public Library is nearly
" -two weeks old and it’s -
. ‘coming up short of its

goals for the program,

“according to Reference |
Librarian Andy Schuck. |

So far, more than 350
- food or bath items

. have been donated and

. almost $500 in fines
have been forgiven.
The goals for the
month of March are
2,000 food items col-

lected and'more than -

$3,000 in fines for-
" given.
“So we have our

~ work cut out for us,
. butwe canstilido it,” -

Schuck said. “Head
over to our circulation
desk, if you have fines,
and receive $2 off for
every non-expired

. (dated July 2012 or
later) food item.”

- And residents who'd

" just like to give can call
the circulation desk for -

 a list of some high-
demand items. The

 program is only good | N

through March, so .
, hyrry in.

Westland pastor
- Allen “Buddy” Shuh is

. stillinthe hunttobe
 NBC's The Biggest Loser
. winner after shedding

- another eight pounds
in the popular reality

¢ weight loss show last

~week.
Even though he had

a stress fracture, Shuh .

. was able to get his -
weight down to 281

~ pounds, putting him at *
- a 122-pound loss since
. the show started 11

weeks ago.
The connections

pastor at Journey Com-

munity Church, Shuh
is among the eight
contestants vying for

' the title of The Biggest
- Loser and the $250 000 :

: grand prize.

Openmg Day

ticket contest -

Enter our Facebook
contest for a chance
to win two tickets to
Opening Day to watch
the Detroit Tigers and
the Boston Red Sox
Thursday, April 5, at

; Comerica Park.

_ Our website, Homie-

townlife.com, is giving

. away two prime tickets,
* but you must act fast.

" Share the contest link
with a Facebook friend

- ! and get five extra chanc-
* es to win, if they also

_enter the contest. The

- winner will be selected

at random April 2.
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City seeks grant for park prolect.

By LeAnne Rogers —$200,000 prov1ded asa ingtheFarmers Mar- Since Central City will open May 29.
Observer Staff Writer local match. ket. The concrete plaza Park doesn’t have those “We held back two -
_ “The application is areawould consistof an ° all those natural charac-  weeks on the open-

Just as applicationsare  for the upcoming fund- amphitheater and a cus- - teristics, Kosowski said ing because last year
being accepted for Farm- : ing cycle so they would tom design shelter cov- council isbeing askedto  the farmers didn’t have
ers Market vendors, - tell us (if the request is ering the majority of the ~up the local match in an crops,” Kosowski said.
Westland is about to sub- - approved) in September ~ plazaarea. - effort to help the grant “We’re working for
mit its own application or October,” Westland “It’s a whole series of "application. . more vendors this year.
for funds to make Central Parks and Recreatmn criteria they use for scor- “Usually, it’s a 25-per- Farmers, baked goods,
City Park improvements, - Director Robert Kosows- ing. We have received cent match. We're asking  all kinds of Michigan
in¢luding a plaza area to ki said. three grants in 11 years,”  for a40-percent matchto  grown products and ser-
host the market, The proposed project Kosowski said. “Thisis,  help with the grant appli-  vices.” :

If the council approves  includes construction of such a big-ticket item. cation,” he said. - For information, e-mall
the application Monday, . six state-of-the-artsoc- - We're asking for a lot The grant application at parks@c1tyofwest1and
Westland will seek fund- cer fields, a restroom of money. In their scor- deadline is April 2. -~ com.
ing from the Depart- facility, three picnic shel- ' ing, they (the DNR) like The Farmers Market, , : .
ment of Natural Resourc- tersand aplazaareafor  things with trailways, riv- which moved lastyearto - Irogers@hometownlife.com
es for a $500,000 project . the City Hall parking lot, (313) 222-5428

- special events, includ-

ers and lakes.”

. Sprlng ha's,sprung,. .
but is it here to stay?

, By sde Mason

kY

", pull out their clubs and get-

s Oserver staff Writer ting in nine holes at Westland’s

oo , S ‘municipal golf course.

Spring doesn’t officially start “Actually we open on April
until Tuesday, but the unsea- 1, but because of the warm
sonably warm temperatures of = weather, we decided to try and
late have people already out- ©  capitalize on it,” said manag-
doors enjoying the parks, paths = er Brian Harnos. “We’ve been
and playgrounds and the links.  getting a pretty steady stream

Residents have been able to

of golfers » A

BILL| BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Harnos said the staff has
had to speed up some of their
opening day duties and “are
doing them on the fly” with
the early opening.

“Hopefully, this will be one
continually warm patch,” he
said. A

Commumty
“garden vies
for $2,500

By LeAnne Rogers *
*  Observer Staff Writer

Click “like” and help raise money
for the Norwayne Community Gar-
den which will soon begin its sec-
ond year. :

The volunteer-run garden is in
the running for a $2,500 grant from
the Raising Organic Family Farms -

~ website. And an additional $500 is

available for the People’s Choice -
winner. To support the Norwayne

-~ Community Garden, go to http:// -
raisingorganicfamilyfarms.com/
pamela-carters-story/ and click
like. It’s limited to one vote per ip
address but votes can also be cast
from smart phones. Voting will con- -
tinue through Saturday, March 31.

“The grant money would be awe-
some, it would give us what we
need to get through the season,”

" said garden coordinator Pame-
la Carter. “We really want to pur-
chase two solar-powered water
pumps - I can’t carry four gallons
of water at a time.” -

Started nearly a year ago, the
garden of 20 raised beds is locat-
ed at Dorsey and Newago Court
on two lots where blighted homes
were cleared using Neighborhood
Stabilization Program funds. Pro-
duce was provided to families par-
ticipating in the federal surplus
food program and also any Nor-
wayne resident interested in get-
ting some of the fresh vegetables
and fruit.

Please see WEATHER, A2

Please see GARDEN, A2

By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer.

A defense request for indepen-

dent competency examinations
for a couple accused of abusing

and killing their infant son was Miranda rights followmg their
granted at a hearing Thursdayin arrests. }
Westland 18th District Court. Wayne County Assistant Pros-
Judge Mark McConnell ecutor Andrea Hutting objected
allowed 45 days for the addi- to the defense request for addi-
tional psychiatric examina- tional forensic examinations.

tions of Inkster resident Anto-
nio Pepalonia Brandon, 22, and
Nicole Susanne Roberts, 18, of
Westland. The pair had already

" . undergone state-conducted
* forensic examinations which

found both defendants compe-
tent to assist in their defense, in
terms of criminal respon31b111-
ty and competent to waive their

The original issue was the defen-

dants’ inability to commumcate
and assist their attorneys with -
their defense, she noted.

' “The forensic reports are that
both have a solid understanding

Parents of dead infant to undergo new competency exams

_ ‘abuse — one relating to their son
Kayden, the other over injuries

of the court proceedings, who we  to his surviving twin brother,
are and our roles,” said Hutting. = Cameron Brandon.

While McConnell comment- ° Roberts has been charged with
ed that he may agree with Hut- involuntary manslaughter/fail-
ting, he said he would grant the ure to perform legal duty, a 15-

defense request in the interest year felony, and two counts -

. of fairness and justice since both  of felony second-degree child
are considered not guilty at this abuse/reckless act. .
point. : Both Brandon and Roberts

Brandon is charged with first-  entered not guilty pleas and are

degree murder, which carries
a mandatory sentence of life
in prison without parole, and

two counts of first-degree child

being held in lieu of $1 million
. cash bond each. Seated at the

Please see EXAMS, A2

D

cEL"a H
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LIMITED TIME OFFER!!!

Bring In Your Taxes March 15th - March 17th "
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WEATHER

Continued from page A1

" The golf course is on
Merriman south of Cher-
ry Hill. Harnos recom-
mends that golfers call
+ the course at (734) 721-
6660 for tee times and

. more information.

Likewise, the hope is

" to have the popular Con-
crete Jungle Skate Park

at the Bailey Recreation
_ Center open this week-
" end for the season.

At Barson’s Green-
houses in Westland, own-
er Joe Barson is ready
to plant seeds, but is
already hearing requests
for impatiens and vege-
table plants
" “This is Michigan,
we're going to have five
inches of snow next
month,” said Barson,
adding that frost free

* day — the last chance of
damaging frost — is May
S ‘ :

This month’s balmy
weather definitely is a
far cry from the predic-
tions made for March

Nlce weather means that it's time for a picnic in Hines
Park. Toni Williamson of Westland and her 3-year-old son

Rocco enjoy the sunshine on the banks of Newburgh Lake .

in Hines Park.

2012 by The 0ld Farm-

- er's Almanac. The pub-

lication, often quot-

- ed for its weather pre-

dictions, had peg tem-
peratures for March at
38 degrees, 2 degrees
above the average, and
a snowfall of 2 1/2 inch-
es, a half inch below
average. And for the .
week of March 13, the .
predication was for
snow, then flurries and
cold.- - :

nounced dead a short

police, Roberts told
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Free phone: $50 2 yr price - $50 mail- in rebate debn card !

. *OurSurcharges (incl. Fed. Univ Svc. of 17.9% of interstate & Int'l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 16¢ Regulato 293¢ Admlnlstrativelllne/mo &othersbyarea)arenot
taxes (details: 1-388-684-1888); gov't taxes & our surcharges could add 7% —41% to your bill. Activation fee/line: $35.
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate form & credit approval. Up,to $350 eariy termination fee/line, Offers & coverage, varying by sv¢, not
available everywhere see vzw.com, Limited-time offer. Restocking fee may apply. Rebate debit card takes up to bwks& expiresin 12 months. LTEis a trademark of ETS!. 4G LTE is available
in 196 cities in the U.S. DROID is a trademark of Lucasfilm Ltd. and its related companies. Used under license. Double your data applies to data paks 2 GB or higher: Verizon Wireless received
the highest numerical score among full service wireless providers in the proprietary J.D. Power and Assodates 2012 Wireless Customer Care Full Service StudySM — Vol. 1. Study based on
tesponses from 9,098 consumers measuring 4 fult service wireless providers and measures apinions of cansumers who contacted cistomer care within the past year, Proprietary study

results are based on experlences and perceptions of consumers surveyed July - December 2011. Your experiences may vary. Vi Visit jdpower.com. © 2012 Verizon Wireless.
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EXAM S time later at an areahos-  police she heard Brandon
; . - pital. beating Kayden early
Continued from oage Al In a statement to police, - Dec. 5 and looked to see
‘ . Brandon indicated he .him striking the baby,
defense table separated would quiet the crying but didn’t intervene.
by one empty chair, the babies by placing his Roberts also told police
pair didn't look at each _ hand over their mouths .that she would also place
“other or speak during the  for 10-20 seconds until her hand over the babies’
4  hearing. they stopped breathing. mouths.to get them to
An autopsy found that Brandon would then bite stop crying.
Kayden Brandon died the infant to startle them The surviving twin had
Dec. 5 from asphyxia into breathing. "~ - abroken femur and ribs
and blunt force trauma . The autopsy showed which police said result-
to the chest. Policeand bite marks on the baby. ed from being swung by
, Fire Rescue were called Brandon told police he his legs. The boy is now
BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 1O @ unit in the West-, also struck the baby on _being cared for Roberts?
land Meadows mobile chest in an effort to stop brother and his wife, who
home park just before him from crying or would live in Redford.
S a.m. about a baby not squeeze the infant tightly ) .
breathing. Kayden was to his chest. Irogers@hometownlife.com
not responsive and pro-- In a statement to (313) 222-5428
" - Obviously, that’snot | : ) .
- quite the case and local
. weather prognostica- B . Lo
tors are saying that tem- G ARD E N » ¢y is expected to provide ~ There two very large
peratures in the Detroit some plants for the gar- tanks that the Westland
metropolitan area will " den. Fire Department keeps
remain in the 70s right Continued from page Af “What they give us filled with water.

- through next weekend. ' won't be enough with 20 “Because there isn’t a
However, this is Michi- The garden doesn’t - beds. I've started toma- pump, we get a gush of
gan, and, as we all know,  have a direct funding to seeds and another vol-  water and scoop it outor
the weather can change source but relies on sup- - unteer has startedtoma-  a trickle out of the hose.

. in a blink of the eye. port from a variety of toes, peppers and oth-  « The solar-powered pumps

' groups and individu- . er things,” said Carter. “I = would give us water pres-
smason@hometownlifecom - als. Wayne Metropolitan hope other sources will sure,” Carter said. “When .
(313) 222-6751 Community Action Agen-  also provide some plants. - it’s 90 degrees out, you
o : : Last year, we sold spon- need to water a lot. That
sorships for the raised was when it was hard to
- . beds, the dirt and fence.”  get volunteers to water.
L Carter had back sur- - My daughters were out
, ‘ ) | gerynottoolongagoand therein evening getting
j . another volunteer has eaten alive by mosqui-
.41  beenundergoing cancer toes. I won’t forget the
i treatment, so the spon- mosquito spray agam .
i ! sorship program hasn’t A garden cleanupis
; | gotten a lot of attention scheduled for.10:30 a.m.
f 1 recently. . 1012:30 p.m. Saturday,
N ; ! “We have some money March 31. A cold crop
. i leftover from last year. planting is tentatively set
o i Weneed to look at fund- for Saturday, April 21,
. raising and discussitabit with the hot crop planting
. . more,” said Carter,apre-  scheduled for Saturday,
R - . school teacher wholived  May 12.
! i in Westland but relocat- Anyone mterested m
Lo ] s i edtoNorwayneafter .. volunteering or donating
N SR ' becoming involved with  to the Norwayne Commu-
H F ¢ - thegarden. nity Garden can contact
o f The solar-powered - Carter at pacarter718@
; ! water pumps are a prior-  att.net.
5 T " ity for the garden since ' : .
' there is no irrigation or Irogers@hometownlife.com
) '«* running water on the site. (313) 222-5428
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REHABILITATION

Four SeAsoNs

AND NURSING

GREAT CARE.

In-House Dialysis | Cardiac Rehab | Respiratory Therapy
Secured Memory Care Unit | Short & Long- Term Care
Medicare and Medicaid Provider | Private Insurance

B Lservices
available, |

s

JOUALITY CARS
EPROVIDED WITHS
DIGNITY ANDS
COMPASSION BYg

‘Drop in for a Visit

~ Anytime! Any Day!

Pat ‘Lyden, RN and Four Seasons’
Admiristrator said, “You typically

find people with respiratory.therapy
credentials in a hospital, Four Seasons -
on the cutling edge.”
“Most facilities don't offer in-wall oxyger
said Roger Fox. It's a luxury not offered
*everywhere and why we're able to care®
-~ for some pretty spec1a| patients. §

Roger Fox, LRT, RRT

Roger Fox, a nationally Reglstered and
Licensed Respiratory Therapist, works .
with Four Seasons' physicians and '
health care team caring for patients with
breathmg disorders mcludmg congestive
heart failure; COPD, emphysema,
pneumonia, pulmonary fibrosis, and
tracheostomy. Recent renovations of -
the facility included installation of in-wall
_oxygen in patient rooms.

734!416 [2000

8365 Newburgh Road | Just South ofjoy Road | Westland 481 85

‘Take a Tour on our Websute!
www.fourseasonsnursingcenter.com
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Canton goes viral for TIGER support

By Darrell Clem . there,” he said, and a new' lars to pay the bulk of the
Observer Staff Writer . I-z 7 5 I Ford Rd . service drive “would def-  cost.

- - v x R To initely help our traffic _However, Colbeck

. Canton hopes to rally Reco mme nded HNonhE)tzuRg N patternsalot” = | said he has been told the

* arearesidents to support . . agge . : ) . state will pay the proj-

a major lobbying blitz E n h ance m e nt p ] Safety issue : ect’s remaining $4 million
intended to help secure ’ conce t N . Colbeck has said efforts  tab if the TIGER grant is

- $18 million in federal dol- -, p -.to steer commuters away  approved. -

* lars to reshape the traf- Features: ‘ from Ford Road would “Once we get the

- fic-snarled, accident- . N sl improve access to the approval from the feder-

" prone I—27S/Ford Road o é;:erss m?;:hmﬁgﬁt' 557:’ of;°m — Ford commercial strip by - al government, we should

_ area. - Ha rz rty Rd., bypassing ° people who want to shop be good to go,” he said.

. Amid support from Fo rgd%H Y _yg c,? there — but who may LaJoy, Colbeck, Wild .

" neighbors such as West- i eggerty intersection. : avoid the area due to traf- and others have said they
land,"Canton has creat- Access from Southbound 1-275 to. - fic bottlenecks. will promote www.tiger- -
ed a website where area SB Haggerty Rd. and Cherry Hili Rd. . gt \ Not only is trafficcon-  4canton.com as a way for
motorists fed up with without use of the Ford/Haggerty To gestion a safety issue, area residents to make .
Ford Road traffic conges- intersection. southbound he said, “it’s an econom- their voices heard. The
tion can find ways to con- ) P southbound 1-275 Haggerty Rd ic issue.” . website even offers a

- tact key federal and state Access from Southbound I-275 to 99 4 Wild said effortsto-. - sample letter and pro-
officials who can poten- NB Haggerty Rd. without use of . ch anH_" Rd reshape the I-275/Ford vides the following con-
tially influence the bipar- the Ford/Haggerty intersection. erry Al Rd. area would be far less tacts:
tisan effort. © Potential for improved access to | - costly than building a * Secretary Raymond

Disappointed yet unde- - development parcels east of I-275, new interchange at War- - H. LaHood, U.S. Depart-
. terred by three rejec- . relieving congest|on at Ford/Lotz e -renor Cherry Hill. Much  ment of Transportation,

- tions, area officials o like Canton, he said, 1200 New Jersey Ave.,
believe residents can help traffic crashes have SE, Washington, DC,

" sway federal officials to - r - . increased over the years  20590.

. approve a fourth-round & ; at Westland intersections ¢ U.S. Rep. Thaddeus

" grant dubbed TIGER, or e such as Ford-Hix and . McCotter, R-Michigan,
Transportation Invest- < 3 . Ford-Newburgh. (202) 225-8171.

” ment Generating Eco- M AP . “Those are high-acci- » U.S. Sen. Carl Levin,
nomic Recovery, intend- d b& o v%# dent intersections,” Wild = D-Michigan, (313) 226-

' ed to spur jobs and fix . e ———— 1 [~ e said, “and they have been  6020.

- road problems. New / Realigned Ramp T e for years.” : ¢ U.S. Sen. Debbie Sta- -

“The residents are m\le Roadvia || |Cherry Hill Rd. MDOT officials and benow, D-M1ch1gan, (313)

. going to be key to making Y | - 1 ] . the Michigan Legislature = 961-4330.

- this happen,” state Sen. \ have supported efforts to e MDOT Director Kirk
Patrick Colbeck, R-Can- . : : : fix the I-275 interchange  Steudle, (517) 373-2090.
ton, said. “That’s going to “Alotof our folksuse ' MDOT already hasini- Cherry Hill Road area. but, amid state budget S

" be critical.” - that interchange every tiated a new study to fur- “We have a big resi- | woes, they would pre- - dclem@hometownlife.com
: day on their way towork  ther explore that propos-  dential componentdown “fer to secure federal dol- " (313)222-2238
Website help inthemorningandon -  aland others. ' :
- The website, www. their way back,” Wild - “We don’t care how they ,‘
tiger4canton.com, said. fix it,” Canton Township
* charts 2,378 crashes that The most-touted fix Supervisor Phil LaJoy
occurred during the last involves adding twonew  said. “But they've got to
! six years along Ford from ramps, or slips, fromthe  fixit.”
« Canton Center toeastof °~ southbound I-275exitto .. Officials from the
1-275. It also contains vid-  allow motorists to access =~ Plymouth, Livonia, Van
eos showing a proposalto  Haggerty Road, either Buren Township and oth-
* ease traffic problems. . northbound or south- er communities have pre- S
- Area officials such as bound, without traveling  viously endorsed efforts . ‘ : SAINT 8
" Westland Mayor William  on Ford: The same plan to fix the troubled inter- NEW y Ou OSEP H‘+’
Wild strongly support _calls for a northbound change. . . . ]
| efforts by Cantonand the  service drive, just east of Wild said the north- Ba l'ld'l'l'l CSOIU"O“W ME RCY

Michigan Department of  the interstate, from Cher- bound service drive o : ) HEAITH SYSTEM
‘ Transportation to secure ry Hill to north of Ford would greatly benefit A Nomber of Timis Feallh
» the federal grant. Road. » residents who live in the ember of Wnly Hea
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A GOOD BANK e, o
N _ LS. R body weightin the fist year. . _
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active checking account s defined as having 5 qualifying payment transactions that post to and clear your account within a statement period

- qualifying payments from your account inciude ATM withdrawals and payments made in our branches, payments made using our Online

Banking service, Debit Card purchases, checks paid and automatic electronic payments to a third party. Transfers to your checking, savings,

_ and money market accounts are excluded. Online Banking trahsfers to Business loans or credit lines do not quality. Personal accounts/select
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Yield (APY) as of 3/1/12: APY is 0.55% for tiers of $10,000+, $25,000+, $50,000+, $100,000+, $250,000+, ,000+, $1,000,000+ (based
on non-guaranteed interast rate of 0.38%); APY 0.30% tier $3,000,000+ (based on non-guaranteed intarest rate of 0.30%); APY 0.08% below
$10,000 (based on non-guaranteed interest rate of 0.10%). Fees may reduce eamings. Monthly maintenance fee of $20 may be waived with
minimum daiiy balance of $1,000. Chérter One\ isa brand name of RBS Citizens, N.A.

$ For 24 months for
current A/Z plan
- lessees’
PER MONTH $1,702 Cash Dus
LEASE at Signing

1.9% APR Financing for 60 -

months fOI' everyone'z " Security Deposit Waived. Taxes, title

- and license fees extra.

°2 I]l I“-VCT dlrect-lmectwn |-4 engine o AM/FM Smgle Disk GD Player with MP3 Capahmty
- Adva_nceTrac® Electronic Stability Control System o MyKey™

(1) MPG estimate based on 2012 Focus SE SEDAN with SFE Package - EPA-estimated 29 city/40 hwy mpg. (2) Not afl customers will

qualify for 1.9% APR Ford Credit Financing, $19.19 per month per $1,000 financad for 60 months at APR of 1.9% on the 2012 Ford Focus.
Take delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/12, Residency restrictions apply. (3) Not all lessees will qualify for Ford Credit Red Carpet low mile-

age leasa. Residency restrictions apply. Some payments higher, some lower. Special lease rates are for eligible A/Z Plan lessees. Payment
includes. $250 Renewal Bonus Cash. You must currently lease a Ford product through Ford Credit and re-lease through Ford Credit. See
dealer for qualifications and complete details. Take retail delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/12. (4) MSRP, A Plan prica is for qualified, ekigible

A Plan customers and excludes document fee, destination/delivery charge, taxes, tile and registration. Optional equipment not inciuded. :

[y



http://hometownlife.com
http://tiger4canton.com
http://www.tiger-
http://4canton.com
http://dclemehometownlife.com
http://charterone.com
http://mbl-whywelght.com
http://www.thlnkfordfirst.com




