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B o o k S w a p 
The City of Westland 

will host an end of the 
school year Spectacular 
Summer Book Swap at 6 ' 
p.m. this evening (June 
14) at the Bailey Recre
ation Center, 36651 For, 
west of Wayne Road. 

Children, families, 
community groups and 
social groups are invited 
to come and select free 
books for their summer 
reading, in addition, 
families can bring gently 
used books to contribute 
or swap. 

The sponsors include 
Nick Rokicki and Joe 
Kelley, authors of the 
children's book Pete the 

Popcorn. They will be at 
the book swap to talk 
about their new book. 

The book swap 
includes complimen
tary hot dogs and other 
refreshments as a way to 
celebrate the end of the 
school year. 

P o l i c y c h a n g e 
Survivors of military 

veterans who die in the 
City of Westland will now 
be able to obtain copies 
of their death certificates 
from the city clerk at no 
charge. 

The Westland City 
Council recently ap
proved the change, rec
ommended by City Clerk 
Eileen DeHart-Schoof. 

"Eliminating the cost 
of death certificates for 
any veteran who dies 
in the City of Westland 
is a small token to the 
families of those who 
have given so much for 
our freedom and liberty," 
said DeHart-Schoof. "I 
believe it is the very least 
and the last thing we can 
do to thank them for all 
they have sacrificed." 

"I want to thank 
Mayor (William) Wild for 
his assistance in allowing 
this to happen and the 
city council for approving 
it," she added. ' . 

\-. For more informa
tion, call DeHart-Schoof 
at (734) 467-3184. 
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C h e r i s h e d 

m e m o r i e s 
Hundreds of students 

recently graduated from 
Wayne Memorial High 
School and our photog
rapher was there to cap
ture all the big moments. 
Graduation photos are 
appearing in today's 
Westland Observer and 

online at hometownlife. 
com. 

And ordering a 
keepsake photo or page 
reprint couldnt be easier. 

To order a photo, go 
to hometownlife.com 
and look for the photo 
galleries midway down 
our home page. If you 
see a photo you'd like to 
purchase, just dick on the 
gold "buy photo" icon 
above the image and you 
will betaken directly to 
our photo store. 

If you want an entire 
page reprinted or made 
into any of the more 
than a dozen products 
available, contact Web 
Editor Larry Ruehlen at 
lruehlen@hometownlrfe. 
com or (313) 222-8730. 
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STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF P H O T O G R A P H E R 

Working on plans to keep Ss. Simon and Jude Catholic Church open are the Rev. 
Gerry Bechard and Kathy Hanson. 

' H o p e f u l ' : C h u r c h w o r k s 

o n d e b t p l a n t o s t a y o p e n 
By LeAnne Rogers 

Observer Staff Writer 

As area Catholic churches close 
and merge as part of the Archdir> 
cese of Detroit "Together in Faith" 
program, the fate of Westland's Ss. 
Simon and Jude Church still isn't 
certain. 

The 600-f amily parish has to 
develop an acceptable plan for pay
ing off $2.3 million owed to the 
AOD from the 1999 construction 
of the church on Palmer, if it is to 
remain open. The parish just got a 
requested extension for filing the 
plan, which originally was due this 
month. 

"We are hopeful. If you're not 
hopeful, you can't put one foot in 
front of the other," said the Rev. 
Gerry Bechard. "The whole issue 
is one of community. We are-a com
munity." 

The parish has remained steady at 
600 families for some years. Finan
cially, the parish is just making its 
bills each month, said Kathy Han
son, who chairs the parish council. 

"There is a little bit extra. We 
owed $1.5 million from the con
struction but the interest keeps 
increasing. We are paying 5.5 per
cent to the AOD for the loan," she 

Please see CHURCH, A2 
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By Sue Mason 
Observer Staff Writer 

Barring a sudden wind
fall of revenue, the 
Wayne-Westland Commu
nity Schools will use up a 
substantial portion of its 
fund equity to maintain 
programs for the 2012-13 
school year. 

Jim Larson-Shidler, the 
deputy superintendent of 
administrative and busi
ness services, told the 
school board Monday eve
ning that the district will 
pare down the district's 
fund equity, its savings 
account, by $8.4 million to 
balance the 2012-13 bud
get, leaving $1.8 million 
in the bank. , 

"We will maintain the 
full program of choic
es available to students 
in 2011-12," said Larson-
Shidler. "We are project
ing $99.8 million in rev
enue and $108.2 million —--

expenditures, leaving 
us with a fund balance 
of about $2 million. On 
the expenditure side, we 
are looking at ways to be 
more efficient." 

According to Larson-
Shidler, the district will 
start the new budget year 
on July 1 with $10.2 mil
lion in fund equity, but 
a cut in per pupil state 
school aid due to the loss 
of $3 million the district 
received to replace some 
of the millage disallowed 
with the start of Proposal 
A and a $1.4 million loss 
due to a 203-student drop 
in enrollment, the $8.4 
million will be needed to 
balance the budget. 

That puts the fund bal
ance bellow the mini
mum of 5 percent fund 
balance established by 
school board policy. Lar
son-Shidler expects a 

Please see PROGRAMS, A2 

V e t e r a n s g r o u p 

d i s p l a y s g a r d e n ' s 

g r a n i t e b e n c h e s 
By LeAnne Rogers 

Observer Staff Writer 

The new Veterans 
Memorial Garden of 
Westland isn't set to open 
until Veterans Day but 
visitors to the William P. 
Faust Public Library can 
see some of the elements 
in advance. 

Recently added to the 
memorial garden display 
at the library is a gran
ite bench—one of 20 
planned for the memori
al which will be in Cen
tral City Park. The $1,250 
bench was purchased by 
Uht Funeral Home with 
the name of the firm 
carved into the stone. 

% think it looks very 
nice, the whole concept 
is very nice. It's quite an 
honor for the veterans," 
said Uht Funeral Home 
owner Harold Rediske Jr. 
"I think it will be a very 
nice addition to the park 

behind city hall." 
The memorial garden 

will feature sections hon
oring each American war 
with information about 
the individual war carved 
into stone panels. 

Sponsorships for 
about half the planned 
20 benches have been 
made, said Westland Vet
erans Association Pres
ident Ken Mehl. "They 
will have engravings of 
families or businesses," 
he said. 

An additional seven 
block-style granite bench
es, which cost $2,700 
each, are planned for the 
entry into the memorial 
garden. 

The benches and oth
er granite work are being 
done by Downriver Stone 
Design of Wyandotte. 
Fourth-generation stone 
carver.Tom Woodruff 

Please see BENCHES, A2 

W e s t l a n d m a n c h a r g e d i n C h a s e B a n k h o l d u p 
By LeAnne Rogers 

Observer Staff Writer 

A Westland man has 
been charged with rob
bing a Westland Chase 
Bank branch June 7 
although a woman wait
ing a running car parked 
nearby isn't facing charg
es. 

Robert Michael Johnson, 
48, has been arraigned 
in 18th District Court on 
one charge of bank rob
bery and being a fourth-

Johnson 

degree habit
ual offender. 
Held in lieu 
of $500,000 
cash/surety 
bond, John
son is sched
uled for pre
liminary 

examination on June 21 
before Judge Mark McCo-
nnell. 

Bank customers began 
to flee and call police after 
a man, wearing gloves and 
a mask covering his face, 

entered the bank at 7750 
N. Wayne Road near Cow
an about 1 p.m. 

The man leaped over 
the counter, police said, 
taking his time to col- ' 
lect money from multi
ple drawers. The robber 
didn't show or imply that 
he was armed. 

As he fled on foot, the 
robber was slowed, police 
said, when the cash, which 
had been stuffed into his 
clothing, began falling 
out. 

An Westland police offi
cer happened to be near
by when the robbery call 
was dispatched and spot
ted the suspect ninning, 

. still wearing a mask and 
dropping cash. 

A Detroit woman, 28, 
believed to be Johnson's 
girlfriend, was arrested 
after the officer noticed 
her in a car, stopped with 
the engine running, on 
Wildwood north of Cowan. 
She was released without 
being charged. 

Johnson was on parole 
for on prior armed rob
beries. He had been sen
tenced to concurrent 
terms of six-30 years and 
15-30 years in prison in 
1995, according to the 

. Michigan Department of 
Corrections. 

Released from prison 
in June 2011, Johnson's 
parole was to continue 
until June 2013. 
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PROGRAMS 
Continued from page A1 

review of the current 
budget could increase it 
to $4 million and pend
ing retirement legislation 
could add another $2 mil
lion, putting the balance 
within the 5-10 percent 
requirement. 

"Wayne-Westland was 
one of a few districts 
in the State of Michi
gan whose funding was 
reduced," he said. "Final 
legislative action reduc
ing our funding by $3 mil
lion was decided within 
the past week, leaving no 
time to plan for 2012-13." 

Larson-Shidler add
ed that the revenue and 
expenditures are "depen
dent on many variables" 
like the student count and 
the pending retirement 
legislation and are "sub
ject to change as more 
information becomes 
available." The feder
al and state budgets 
have had to deal with 
extraordinary econom
ic challenges in recent 
years and that volatili
ty is expected to contin
ue through fiscal 2012-13, 
he said. 

In response to a ques
tion from Trustee Fred
erick Weaver if there 
are districts with a sim
ilar number of students 
and buildings that receive 
the $7,012 per pupil pay
ment, Larson-Shidler said 
he knew of "some at that 
base that are our size." 

"There's 448 districts 
at the base and all got an 
equity increase of $128 
per student," he said. 

Going forward, the dis
trict will incur the cost of 
step increases, about $1.1 
million, at midyear and is 
planning on a 27.37 per
cent retirement contribu
tion although that figure 
is expected to be reduced 

with the proposed legis
lation. 

With the new budget, 
the district will estab
lish a fund for the at-risk 
money it receives, trans
ferring $4 million in rev
enue and a related $4 mil
lion in expenditures out. 
of the general fund. 

Wayne-Westland will 
continue to levy 18 mills 
on non-homestead prop
erty — basically business
es and residential rental 
units — .9922 mill for its 
sinking fund and between 
4.28 and 4.86 mills in debt 
millage, generating an 
estimated $19.3 million in 
revenue locally. 

School Superintendent 
Greg Baracy stressed 
that the administration is 
doing a number of things 
to help the district's 
bottom line, including 
expanding its shared time 
services, bring in more 
students into the William 
D. Ford Career Techni
cal Center and "aggres
sively" seeking schools of 
choice students. 

"It's been extremely 
difficult to generate rev
enue," he said. "The state 
has been cutting from us 
for eight years and with 
unfunded mandates like 
the retirement costs, we 
have paid a dear price." 

Trustee Andrea Claw-
son told the administra
tion she doesn't agree 
with the ending balance, 
but voted for it because 
there is the ability to 
change the budget and 
improve the bottom line. 

"I see some line items in 
the budget that could be 
looked at," she said. 

"If there are areas we 
haven't thought of, please 
give us that information 
to us so we can squeeze 
some more out," said 
Baracy. "We're working 
hard to do that." 
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BENCHES 
Continued from page A1 

Jr., whose father owns 
the business, brought 
the granite bench to the 
library recently. 

"The whole layout (for 
the memorial garden) 
will be one of a kind," 
said Woodruff, whose 
father is a Vietnam vet
eran and working person
ally on the stone for that 
section of the memorial 
garden. 

What had earlier been 
planned as concrete pav
ers will now be granite. 

"We gave a better price 
than they got for con
crete, granite lasts forev
er," said Woodruff, add
ing 180,000 pounds of 
stone will be used in the 
memorial garden. "I've 
already started order
ing stuff. It takes a year 
to a year and a half from 
design through the final 
work." 

The first phase of 
the memorial gar
den will cost $150,000 
which Mehl said is just 

Stone carver Tom Woodruff Jr. (from left) of Downriver Stone Design, Uht Funeral Home 
owner Harold Rediske Jr. and Ken Mehl of the Westland Veterans Association show off 
the granite bench purchased for the Veterans Memorial Garden by Rediske. 

about covered through 
a variety of fund-rais
ing efforts, donations 
and sponsorships. That 
includes carved pav
ing stones that will be 

installed at the memori
al garden. 

Along with the bench, 
the library display also 
features the MIA/POW 
memorial, a drawing of 

the memorial garden 
and forms for ordering 
engraved paving stones. 
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CHURCH 
Continued from page A1 

said. "We're looking at 
a variety of different 
evangelical approach
es to increase the parish. 
We're planning a fair in 
fall when people are back 
from vacation." 

The AOD is asking for 
a plan to pay off the debt 
but as Bechard notes, "in 
this economy, that's near 
impossible." 

The church was found
ed in 1959. In July, 
Bechard will have served 
as pastor for 23 years. 
While the parish seems 
to be getting a good num
ber of young families, 
Bechard said the impact 
of the church is felt in 
the broader community, 
including Norwayne. 

For instance, parishio
ners have been very sup

portive of the Red Wagon 
Literacy Program which 
provides summer books 
and other items to those 
living in Norwayne. Last 
year, the parish teams 
gave books to more than 
1,300 children and adults. 
The teams also passed 
out bottled water, flavor
ing for the water, tooth
brushes, toothpaste, col-. 
oring books and crayons, 
bubbles and bookmarks. 

"We're starting to wind 
down for summer but 
even the bishop couldn't 
believe the level of activ
ity in the parish. There is 
no staff, it's volunteers. 
People see the need," said 
Bechard. 

At Christmas, the par
ish provided food, toys 
and clothing for 82 needy 
families. 

"We hope to assist 100 
families this year. It total
ly makes their Christ
mas," said Bechard. "It's 

a huge celebration for 
them (the families). It 
does as much for us as it 
does for them. We have 
30 groups in the parish 
and a lot of that is out
reach." 

Parishioners get 
involved in activities 
ranging from working in 
the Norwayne Communi
ty Garden to baby show
ers for unwed mothers at 
the Wayne-Westland Sal
vation Army. The parish 
has also hosted the World 
AIDS Day commemora
tion, including a display 
of memorial quilts. 

"Right now, we're the 
anchor for Norwayne. 
There is immediate 
impact. We get calls for 
help all the time," said 
Bechard. "In addition, if 
this parish is going, there 
would be no church in 
Westland until you get to 
St. Damian (on Joy in the 
northern part of the city) 

or St. Mary in Wayne." . 
There is a third West-

land parish, St. Richard's 
on Cherry Hill west of 
Wayne Road which will 
merge with St. Mary of 
Wayne when its pastor 
retires. 

Having to attend church 
so far away can be too 
much for some people, in 
particular senior citizens, 
said Bechard. 

"We're facing change 
that is symptomatic of 
bigger issues. Mass starts 
and ends in the parking 
lot," said Bechard. "Talk
ing to about how is your 
mom or did your hus
band get that job. It's 
ministering to one anoth
er. It's one-on-one feet on 
the ground. It's power
ful stuff. When a church 
closes, a community shat
ters." 
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R o c k e t C a m p 
The Glenn Wresting 

Program will hold its 
annual Rocket Camp 1-
4 p.m. Monday-Friday, 
July 23-27 in the Wres
tling Room of John Glenn 
High School, on Mar-

A R O U N D W E S T L A N D 

quette, west of Wayne 
Road. -

The camp is open to 
high school students and 
costs $100, including a T- r 

shirt. Registration is at 
12:30 p.m. Monday, July 
23. 

There will also be a . 
Youth Camp 4:30-6 p.m. 
July 25-27 for kindergar
ten through eighth-grade 
students in the Wrestling 
Room. The cost is $50 
and includes a T-shirt. 
Registration is at 4 p.m. 

' 7 ^ . * " ™ T i l 
Monday, July 25. 

Registration forms are 
available at glennwres-

i tling.com. For more 
information, contact 
Coach Polk at rocket-
wrestling@gmail.com or 
Judy at (734) 6344595. 
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R e s i d e n t s : J o i n o u r e l e c t i o n r e a d e r p a n e l 
In August, Westland 

and Garden City voters, < 
will nominate candidates 
for each party for U.S. 
Congress, state House ( 

and Wayne County Com
mission, plus consider 
several millage requests. 

As part of our mission \ 
to inform the community 
about candidates and bal
lot proposals, the Observ
er will conduct inter
views, and attend pub
lic meetings and forums. 
Based on our coverage, 
interviews and knowl
edge of each race, we will 
offer'our opinion in the 
form of a recommenda

tion to readers. 
This election, we will 

continue that practice, 
but we also want readers 
to join in the experience. 

The Observer is seek
ing a reader panel for the 
Democratic election in 
the 13th Congressional 
District. Five candidates '• 
are seeking the nod in the 
Aug. 7 primary to repre
sent the Democrats in the 
November general elec
tion. 

The U.S. Census-driven 
redisricting has created 
a district that stretches 
from the City of Detroit 
to Westland and includes 

several communities 
Downriver. Incumbent 
U.S. Rep. John Cony-
ers is being challenge 
by two state representa
tives, Bert Johnson and 
Shanelle Jackson, both of 
Detroit, a state senator, 
Glenn Anderson of West-
land and a Wayne-West
land school board trust
ee, John Goci of West-
land. 

We are looking for 
readers who want to 
find out more about the 
candidates — not resi
dents who have an ax to 
grind or those who have 
already made up their 

minds. We want readers 
who have the interest and 
the community concern 
about election issues. 

We are looking for vot
ers who represent a wide 
range of ages and expe
riences in the communi
ty, but are not serving in 
an elected or appointed 
position or committed to 
a specific candidate. 

Are you a first-time 
voter or a local college 
student? If so, we invite 
you to apply. Are you 
married with children, 
a single mom or dad, a 
senior citizen, a new res
ident? We are looking for 

you, too. 
Our reader panel will 

research the candidates 
and make its endorse
ment prior to the Aug. 7 
election. We will publish 
our reader panel recom
mendation alongside our 
recommendation. 

If you are interested in 
receiving a short appli
cation, e-mail your name, 
address and a daytime 
phone number to Editor 
Sue Mason at smason@ 
hometownlife.com by 
Monday, June 25. 

To be eligible for the 
panel, you must be reg
istered to vote, available 

to attend one group ori
entation meeting and be 
available to meet with 
other reader panel mem
bers in July to conduct 
interviews and research 
the candidates. 

Reader panel members 
will be photographed and 
profiled in the Observ
er and receive a $25 gift 
card to Speedway, Mei-
jer, Kohl's or Target. 

The Aug. 7 election 
decisions will direct
ly impact each resident. 
If you are interested in 
making a difference, 
apply for the Observer 
reader panel. 

R o t a r y p r o v i d e s s c h o l a r s h i p s f o r g r a d s , c a m p e r s , m i s s i o n t r i p s 

By LeAnne Rogers 
Observer Staff Writer 

Local students are get
ting help with their edu
cation and youngsters 
will be attending summer 
camp, thanks to the West-
land Rotary. 

The scholarships were 
presented by Rotarian and 
18th District Court Judge 
Mark McConnell during a 
recent club meeting. 

"This is a long-stand
ing tradition with our 
club, and we are glad that 
due to the generous dona
tions of our members, as 
well as the community at 
large, that we are able to 
continue it this year," said 
McConnell. 

Receiving $2,000 schol
arships from Rotary were: 

• Westland John Glenn 
High School graduat
ing senior Ejona Korca-
ri, who plans to attend the 
University of Michigan. 
She wants to be a neuro
surgeon. Korcari has a 
4.05 grade point average 
and scored 23 on the ACT. 
She moved to the United 
States from Albania when 
she was in 10th grade. 

R O T A R Y 

C L U B 

Capt. Derek Rose of the 
Wayne-Westland Salva
tion Army Corps accepts an 
oversize check for $8,100 
donated by the Westland 
Rotary Club. The donation 
provides $7,500 for summer 
camp and $600 towards 
Summer Missions. 

• Ashley Christensen 
attends the William Ford 
Career Technical Cen
ter. She plans to attend 
Wayne County Communi
ty College to study early 
childhood education. 

• Wayne Memorial • 
High School graduating 
senior Kelsey Nimsgern 
will be attending Wayne ' 

Recipients of Westland Rotary Club 2012 scholarships are Kelsey Nimsgern (left), Ashley 
Christensen, Ejona Korcari and Rebecca Bizek. 

State University where 
she hopes to get a degree 
allowing her to work with 
children in a medical 
field. She had a 3.86 GPA 
and a 29 ACT score. 

• Also graduating from 
Glenn, Rebecca Bizek 
received a $2,000 scholar
ship donated by Rotarian 
Don Douglass in memo

ry of his late wife Arlene, 
who taught at Schweitzer 
Elementary School. 
Bizek, who has a 3.6 GPA 
and 21 ACT score, plans 
to study elementary edu
cation at Central Michi
gan University. 

Additionally, Rotary 
provided $7,500 to the 
Wayne-Westland Salva

tion Army Corps to help 
fund their youth sum
mer day camp and $600 
to assist three local peo
ple on missions to South 
America. 

"The Salvation Army 
does so much for the 
community, we can't do 
enough for you," said 
Rotary president Mary 

Vellardita, presenting 
a check to Capt. Derek 
Rose, who heads the local 
corps. 

The annual summer 
camp begins June 17 and 
is open to youngsters 6-12 
years old. 

"There are a lot of phys
ical activities and spiritu
al enrichment, it's a lot of 
fun," said Rose. ' 

The $600 donation will 
provide $200 apiece to 
three local residents to 
help them reach their 
f undraising goal to under
write their trips as part of 
Summer Missions Teams. 

Joshua Hubbard, Brit
tany Nichols, and Alex
is Benefield recently left 
for their missions. Hub
bard will be in Ukraine. 
Nichols will be in Jamai
ca and Guyana, while 
Benefield is in Kenya. 

"It's unheard of to have 
three residents from the 
same area going on the 
Summer Missions," said 
Rose. "You (Rotarians) do 
an awesome job." 

lrogers8hometownlife.com 
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R e s i d e n t s d i s c o v e r c a t a l y t i c c o n v e r t e r s m i s s i n g 

L a r c e n y f r o m a 
v e h i c l e 

On June 9, a resident in 
.the 8000 block of Bristol 
told police that when she 
started her 2002 Chev
rolet Cavalier, the vehi
cle was really loud. Once 
the vehicle was inspect
ed, she said it was found 
that the catalytic con
verter had been cut off 
and stolen. 

• A resident of Scots-
dale Apartments, 37595 
Dale, told police June 11 
that someone had sto
len the catalytic convert
er from her 2005 Pontiac 
Sunfire. 

Westland police report 
that 13 catalytic convert-

W E S T L A N D 
COP C A L L S 

ers have been reported 
stolen in the last three 
months. 

B r e a k - i n 
Assorted tools valued 

at $7,185 were reported 
stolen from the garage 
at a home in the 35000 
block of Florence June 
11. The homeowner told 
police that he closed the 
unlocked garage door . 
about 1:30 a.m. and went 
to bed. The following day, 
he said ne noticed the 
drawer which contained 
the most expensive tools 
was open and empty. 

B r e a k - i n 
An employee of Tra-' 

falgar Square Apart
ments, 33210 Trafalgar 
Lane, told police June 
9 that she had prepar
ing the model unit for a 
furniture move. When 
she entered, she said 
the shower was running, 
a wet towel was on the 
floor and a used bar of 
soap was on the vanity. 

The employee searched 
for an intruder but found 
no one. She did find a 
back pack in the bed
room closet which is on 
the outside wall. The 
heating/air condition
ing unit had recently 
been removed and was 
only covered with a light 

screen. The screen had 
been tampered with to 
allow entry into the unit. 

Inside the back pack, a 
Michigan identification 
card for a 22-year-old -
Detroit man was found. 
Nothing was reported 
stolen. ' 

S t o l e n v e h i c l e 
A 16-year-old Detroit . 

resident was arrested ;. 
June 9 for stealing a 2002 
Dodge Stratus from out
side Leo's Coney Island 
at Warren Road and Cen
tral City Parkway. The ; 
vehicle owner, an Ypsi-
lanti man, told police that 
a co-worker alerted him 
after seeing someone 
walking away from the 

unlocked vehicle. 
The man checked his 

vehicle and found some 
cigarette lighters had 
been stolen but told 
police he didn't lock the 
car. The same co-work
er told police she was sit
ting in her car about 25 
minutes later when she 
noticed the same person 
now sitting in the driv- i 
er's seat of car. The car • 
soon started and drove 
away. • . 

Police were provided 
with information on the 
vehicle and a description 
of the suspect. The car 
and the Detroit teen were 
located in the 6500 block 
of Yale in a parking lot 
for Hunters West Apart

ments. 
The vehicle was found 

to have a damaged igni
tion. 

• An employee at a 
group home in the 36000 
block of Glenwood told 
police June 9 that his 
1994 Mercury Sable sta
tion wagon was stolen 
while he was working. 

•On June 8, a Canton • 
woman told police that a 
2004 Chrysler Concorde 
was stolen while it was 
parked at Panera Bread, 
35000 Warren Road. She 
said the vehicle, which 
had been left with the 
Club steering wheel lock
ing device in place, was 
valued at $3,500. 

By LeAnne Rogers 

P r o b l e m w i t h c a b f a r e e n d s i n p a s s e n g e r ' s a r r e s t 

S u s p e n d e d l i cense 

A 43-year-old Detroit man 
was arrested about 5:45 p.m. 
June 7 in the area of Green
wood and Kathryn in Garden 
City after a caller reported 
that he was following chil
dren. 

The man said that all he 
.was doing was asking ques
tions of them to find out 
where a garage sale was 
located. 

He said that he asked the 
same question of the female 
caller who reported him. 
. When the police arrived 
to investigate, they learned 
that the man had several sus
pended driver's license inci
dents reported in Detroit. 

D i s o r d e r l y c o n d u c t 
Garden City police arrest-

,ed a disorderly 36-year-old 
•Garden City man about 3 
[a.m. June 9 after he refused 
jto pay the cab driver from 
JLanease Cab Company the 
(required fare at the end of 
{the ride at Ford and Middle-
'belt. 

G A R D E N CITY 
COP C A L L S 

The man had taken the cab 
ride from downtown Detroit. 

He owed $44 but only had 
$24. . . 

The police officer who 
responded tried to negoti
ate a resolution by having the 
customer use his debit card. 
The customer agreed but 
wouldn't sign his name in the 
required space. The cab driv
er couldn't process the trans
action without his signature. 

The police officer finally 
arrested the man for being 
disorderly. < 

B r e a k i n g a n d 
e n t e r i n g / 

A resident in the 33000 . 
block of Hennepin returned 
home at 6 p.m. after about 
three hours absence to find 
his garage door wide open. 

He said that he typically 
leaves the entrance door to 
the garage unlocked. 

When the resident entered 

the breezeway from the j -
attached garage, he noticed 
that his laptop computer was 
gone as well as a gold in sil
ver watch which was in a lit
tle basket. 

When the police arrived, 
they found no evidence of 
forced entry. 

S t o l e n p l a t e 
A female resident in the 

32000 block of Pierce noticed 
after she returned from work 
June 11 that her license plate 
was stolen from her vehicle. 

She didn't notice the theft 
prior to this and said that nei
ther her husband nor any
body else she knew removed 
the plate. 

/ . * • • 

S t o l e n m a i l 
A resident in the 29000 -

block of Marquette said June 
6 that parts of his mail were . 
stolen twice in the same 
week. 

He returned home to find . 
that a $40 bottle of shampoo 
was removed from a box of 
bottles delivered June 8 was 

gone. Someone slit the top of 
the box that they came in. , 

On June 7, he said that 
someone stole some papers 
contained within a 401(k) 
package. , 

He said that the sheets of 
paper removed from that 
package contained sensitive 
information including his 
Social Security number. 

S t o l e n c a r 
A resident in the 28000 

block of Beechwood called 
the Garden City police at 
5:30 a.m. June 5 to report 
that someone stole his 2006 
Dodge Caravan. 

The owner said that there 
was no sign of broken glass 
in the driveway where the 
vehicle was parked. He has . 
all the keys. He last saw the 
vehicle the night before. 

'Theft;'-;, 
A 67-year-old Westland 

woman said that someone 
stole her paisley wallet about 
8 p.m. June 8 after she left 
her car at 120 Log,Cabin in 

Garden City Park. 
She discovered it after she 

returned from a 45-minute 
walk in the park located on 
Cherry Hill, east of Merri
man. 

S u s p e n d e d l i c e n s e 
Garden City police arrested 

a Garden City man for driv
ing with a suspended license 
about 9 a.m. June 6 at Mid- • 
dlebelt and Florence. 

• The officer had become 
suspicious when he saw a 
temporary license plate. 

P r o p e r t y d a m a g e 
A resident in the 33000 

block of Rosslyn reported at 
noon June 5 that somebody,-. 
shattered the driver's side 
window of his 1991 Ford that 
was parked in the street. 

• A man who lives in the 
31000 block of Barton report
ed that the driver's side win
dow of his 2001 Lincoln was 
shattered about 1 a.m. June 5. 

He did not see or hear any
thing. . 

By Sue Buck 
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