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Grant

‘received

The Westland Police
Department has
received new camera -
. equipment thanks to
a $1,000 grant from
Target.

The grant paid for
a new digital camera

including lenses, carry-
ing case and memory

- cards for use by the
department’s evidence
technicians. :

The department
doesn‘t have an evi- -
dence technician posi-

- tion — patrol officers
are trained for that
work.

The funding was
provided through the
Target Public Safety
Grant Program.

Dear Santa

While Christmas is
a very busy time of
year for Santa Claus,

to read letters from
children. * ;
Youngsters can be
" sure Santa knows
what they want by

writing a letter to
' Santa. Santa Claus has

~ given the Observer
permission to print

in our Thursday, Dec.
20, issue. But to do
that, we need

writing.

- Letters should be
e-mailed to smason@
hometownlife.com.
Parents, be sure to

child in a jpg format,
with their name, age,
address and phone
number. Only your
child’s name and age
will be published.

Letters can also be
mailed to Letters to
Santa, /o Sue Mason,
615 W. Lafayette, Sec-
ond Level, Detroit, Ml
48226.

The deadline for all

Santa letters is Mon-
day, Dec. 10..
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- and related equipment,

he always makes time - -

- letters. So young- .-~
sters, get out some pa-" "~
- per and a pen or pencil -
- . or a computer and start

include a photo of your *

8

some of those letters . - . "%

.

~ Council holds hearing on
commemal rehab dlstrlct

By LeAnne Rogers .o
‘ Observer Staff Writer

" The Wayne Road portlon of

Westland’s Downtown Develop-

ment Authority could get some
extra redevelopment incentive
under a possible commercial
rehabilitation district. e
A public hearing on the pro-

. posal has been scheduled 7 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 19, at the next
council meeting.
Under state law, the com-

mercial rehabﬂltatlon district
is aimed at encouraging the -
replacement, restoration and
new construction of commercial
property by abating the proper-
ty taxes generated by the new
investment for up to 12 years.
“The state law has been around

" for awhile, we haven’t used it,”
- said City Attorney James Fau-,

sone. '
As proposed, the commercial
rehabilitation district would run

along Wayne Road from Ford to

" Glenwood. As requ1red by state

law, the 125 parcels in that area
have been zoned commerc1ally

- since prior to 1975.

Along with the existing busi-
nesses, there are also 30 vacant

" parcels in the proposed district,
- said Assessor Jennifer Hadyniak

of Wayne County Appraisals.

. “This geared to develop vacant

property or improve blighted
propertles It will help the tax
base in the future,” Hadymak
said.

4"

A request for a commercial
rehabilitation district came from

" Arif Motorwala, who owns a

9,000-square foot office building
at 2066 Wayne Road. The proper-
ty was undergoing renovations
when it was damaged by fire
earlier this year.

“I had the option of leaving
it or making a $250,000 invest-
ment,” said Motorwala. “I want
to make it a thriving office com-

_ Please see DISTRICT, A2

tha.nk you from the bottom of our hearts’
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dur|ng Westland s Veterans Day ceremony Sunday

Westland thanks vets, breaks
ground for _m_em_orlal garden

By Sue Mason
Observer Staf'f Wnter

It wasn’t qulte what the :
Westland Veterans Associa- . -
tion had hoped for. Instead of
dedicating their new Veterans
Memorial Garden of Westland

on Veterans Day, they conduct-

ed a ceremonial groundbreak-
ing. :

“We're mcredlbly excit-
ed about this,” said Kenneth
Mehl, WVA president. “We
had hoped to have it ready
this year, but the site that was
picked at Central City Park"
was problematic. But at the

. end of the day, we will have

. something incredibly nice

here.”

: PHOTOS BY STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Dave Stratman of Westland Amencan Leglon Post 32 leads the ritual team in performing the 21-gun salute .

The groundbreaking came
at the end of a Veterans Day
ceremony held at the pavil-

* " jon behind the William D. Ford

Public Library on Central City
Parkway north of Ford Road.
The memorial will be built
near the pavilion.

A small crowd of city offi-
cials and veterans gathered
for the Veterans Day cere-
mony that included a 21-gun
salute by the ritual team from
American Legion Post 32 and
the playing of Taps by bugler

- Frank Wilson. Members of

American Legion Post 346
from Farmington Hills served
as the color guard. ‘

Please see MEMORIAL, A2

Garden City resident Brian Luther,

commander of Bova VFW Post 9885,

said it was a “high honor” for the

Westland post to host a luncheon

after the ceremony. Retired from the

Air Force after 21 years of service, he
_ saw action in Iraq and Afghanistan.

. uled to start Mon-

.was living in West-
» jailed in lieu of bond

" ed shortly after the

Trial delayed"

 for parents
accused of

k||||ng mfant'

By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer

e . 1 Y,
“A trial for a couple charged

" with abusing and killing their

infant son has been pushed back
to Jan. 30.

The trial of Antonio Brandon,
who turns 23 later this month,
and Nicole Roberts,
- 19, had been sched- -

day in Wayne Coun-
ty Circuit Court: -
An Inkster res-
ident, Brandon @ .
and Roberts, who Roberts
land, have been ‘ ‘
since being arrest-

- death of Kayden.
Brandon, 2 1/2
months old early on Brandon
Dec. 5, 2011

Brandon is charged with first- -

degree murder and child abuse.
Roberts is charged with invol-

_ untary manslaughter and child

abuse — that she was aware of
the abuse and allowed it to con-
tinue. .

The death of Kayden, who
weighed 10 pounds, was ruled a
homicide with asphyxiation and
blunt force trauma as the causes.
Testimony from the Wayne
County Medical Examiner found
+ the infant had a range of fresh
and healing injuries, including

Please see TRIAL, A2

.Lib'rary/ Teen Board collec

Through the month of Novem-
ber, the William P. Faust,
L1brary s Teen Advisory Board
is partnering with the Westland
Goodfellows for a toy and food

. collection drive.

Donated items will be given to
Westland families who applied for
Christmas assistance this year

through the Westland Goodfellows.
Donations are sought of new

toys, games, hats, gloves and
scarves as well as nonperish-

able food items, such as canned

goods, pastas and rice, cereal
and peanut butter.
Residents can bring donat-

ed items to the library and place
them in the donation boxes locat-

ed in the library lobby out51de
the meeting rooms.

The deadline to apply for Good- |

CHIEE FINANCIAL
f CREDIT UNION

31100 Palmer Road
Westland

L B

fellows assistance is Nov. 28.
Applications can be downloaded
from the library website at www.
westland.lib.mi.us/. :

- Donations of new toys, school

: - supplies, new or gently used

clothing, toiletries and other
items will be accepted 9 a.m. to
S p.m. Saturday, Dec. 1, at Stuff
the School Bus.

The Westland and Wayne -

s items for Goodfellows

Goodfellows are joining forc-
es with the Wayne-Westland
Schools Transportation Depart-

. ment and the Wayne-Westland
. Fire Department for the collec-

tion drive. The bus will be locat-
ed in the Kmart parking lot, .

. Wayne Road at Cherry Hill.

For more information and
assistance applications, visit
www.westlandgoodfellows.org.
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" end of World War II. The
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A Westland senior cit-

izen got assistance from

Wayne-Westland firefight-
ers who responded an -

’ er_n'ergen_cy medical call at

e
M ; :
e

Observer & Eccentric }Thursday, November 15, 2012 , E iy

‘her apartment recently.
. The assistance tothe -
- Marquette House resident

didn’t end there, however.

: Whi_le on the EMS run,

' flreﬁghters noticed resi- ,
dent Pat Scott’s apartment

didn’t have audio-visual-

ly enhanced smoke detec-

tors to serve the deaf...

“T got amemo about
it - Ilike the way he is

- thinking,” said Assistant *

Fire Chief John Adams.  °~

“We presented the main-

'x' ’f;f v

i

tenance staff with two ;1
smoke detectors for the *

deaf to be hard-wired int'o .

her apartment.” ‘
The new smoke detec-

online at hometownlife.com

"

Marquette House gets smokedetectors for deaf

tors utﬂlze a hlgh lumen
hght plus a high pitched
siren to alert Scott, whb -
suffers from hearmg'loss
i . By LeAnne Rogers

MEMORIAL

ContmuedfrompageA1 <

»

" 'Ret'ired Brigadier' Gen: :
. Carol Fausone was the

guest speaker who told .

_ the crowd that the solemn ‘

Veterans Day observance -

. came one day after the
U.S. Marine Corps cele- -

brated its 237th birthday.
“From Bunker Hill to

. Baghdad, we are the ben-
. eficiary of their efforts,” -

she said. “A veteran is

an ordinary person who
experienced a signifi-
cant event in their life
that made them write a
blank check payable up to

_giving their life for their

country. The sacrifices
they have made allow us
to flourish today.” ,
- “All we have to dois
say thank you to pay ser-

-vice to our veterans. We

thank you for your faith-
fulness, we thank you for
your service. We thank
you from the bottom of
our hearts,” she added.

~ “Every day should be Vet;

erans Day.”.

Westland Mayor Wil-
liam Wild told the audi-
ence that all véter-
ans “deserve our praise

and thanks for standmg .

strong.” -

“We recognize, honor
and applaud your brav-
ery. You stand watch so
we can sleep at night,” he
said.

Veterans Day was or1g-

" inally Armistice Day -

which recognized the-

Day ceremony

peace treaty was signed

- _atllam.Nov.11,1918. .

Mehl told the crowd that

~ this year’s observance

marks the first time

that it is being celebrat-
- ed without a living World
- War I veteran.

A member of the West-
land Veterans Associa-
tion, Marine Corps vet-

. eran Dwayne Walker

had hoped the memorial

. would have been dedicat-

ed on Sunday.

“A lot of work has been -

put into this,” he said.
“We wanted to make as

_ visible as possible, but I
. think wherever we build

it, they’ll come.”
Westland City Council

" President James Godbout

who helped turnover the
ceremonial shovelful of
dirt told the crowd “that

SINCE 1845 248-349—0220

Andeérsen.
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"LlKE A LUMBERYARD SHOULD BE"

o

With purchase of
artificial tree valued
at $149.99 or more.*

*Exclides close-out modcls

L) 1!‘!‘!!!".!!.!"!

Hohday Sawngs

LightKeeper Pro
* With purchase of
artificial tree valued

. at $149 ‘)9 or more.*

PHOTOS BY STEPHEN CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Bugler Frank Wllson of Amerlcan Leglon Post 32 plays Taps as part of Westland s Veterans

~ Joe Tebon District 4 commander, Department of Michigan
' Veterans of Foreign Wars 2009-2010, talks about the

Veterans Memorial Garden of Westland. Behind him js an
artist's rendering of the memorial and several of the gran-
ite pavers that will be used for the walkway.

this area will work best”

for the memorial.

“When youseethe
design, when you see the .
size and the scope, you'll

have a better understand- -

ing of what it looks like
and why we picked this as

the best location,” he said. -

The memorial gar- - -
dens will be built in a fig-
ure 8 style with 12 panels
and 12 coves. There also

i - willbea spec1al coveto .
.. remember prlsoners of .

war.and those missing in

not be able to enter “out -

~ of respect for those sol-

diers.”
“They will be able to
seeinside,” said Mehl.
Mehl said the ceremony
was held to let residents
know “that this is going to
happen.”
~ “We've gotten some
calls questioned whether
it’s going to happen and
today shows that it will,”

he said. “We want people
to trust us, this is going to

. happen.”

Orchard, Hiltz and-
McCliment, the city’s
engineering firm, came

.. up with the new design

for the memorial, which

““is a good design, but i is
~ much more expensive,”
‘Mehl said. The veterans
group has been fund rais- '
- ing through such things
- as the sale of CDs, mugs

hats and shirts and an

' ongoing dine to donate at
action which visitors will

Buffalo Wild Wings. Res-
idents also can purchase
granite memorial pavers
or benches at the center -
of the memorial and at
the coves. .

“It’s going to take a lot

- of money, but thisis a

- one of akind,” he add-

* ed. “This is going to be
,incredible.”.

" smason@hometownlife.com
(313) 222-6751

F );' GREAT LAKES DERMATOLOGY
¥ MiCHAEL R. COHEN, D.O.

5 Board Certified Dermatologlst v
1 Specializing in Diseases .
of the Skin, Hair & Nails

Invites you to visit and receive
the care you deserve. "

« Skin Cancer e Eczema

s Moles ' * Warts

¢ Psoriasis | " e Hair Loss

* Acne  Botox . * Much More

Accepting New Patients ¢ All Ages
Call for Appointment 248-324-2222 Evenlng appts. available
Lewis Medical Office Centre, 39475 Lewis Drive,
Suite 150, Novi, Mlcfugan 48377

greatlakesderm@yahoo com

ATB789551
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- fingernail abrasions on

TRIAL

Continued from page A1"

deep tissue bleeding in
his arms and neck mus-
cles, broken ribs and
bleedmg in his chest cav-
ity. .
The autopsy found -
Kayden had bruises and

- his face that would be

consistent with an adult.
hand being placed over -
his mouth and nose, suf-
focating him. - .
Brandon and Rob-
erts told police that they
would place a hand over
the face of Kayden, as
well as his twin Camer-

. to his chest to quiet him.

. placed with family mem-

on, when the baby cried.
Once the baby crying .,
stopped, the couple told
police Brandon would

* bite the baby to startle it

into breathing again.
Other injuries, including
internal injuries and bro-
ken ribs, were consistent
with a police statement
indicating Brandon would
squeeze the crying baby

The pair also are
charged with abusing .

Cameron, who suffered - -

a broken femur, He was

bers after his brother’ S
death

Irogers@hometownlife.com )
(313) 222-5428
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DISTRICT

Continued from page Al

" plex. It will be a very nice

development in this corri-
dor and in the area.”
Using Motorwala’s
property as an example
for an abatement under
the commercial rehabili-"
tation district, Hadyniak

- said the fire damage will
“have reduced his prop-

erty value by some per-

. centage.
. If Motorwala applies
for an abatement, what- -

" ever the value of the

property is on Dee. 31
would be frozen and prop-

" erty tax increases due

to improvements of the -
property would be abated
going forward for up to .
12 years — council mem-
bers would establish the
length of the abatement.

- New development, -
rather than rehabilita-
tion, falls under a differ-
ent provision and could
receive a S0 percent tax :
reduction for up to 12 ~
years, Hadyniak said. "~

There has been some -

. ty for redevelopment
- in this district,” Fodale
said. “This would give me -

" tives,” he said. “I assume
-it would be tie-barred on

. 20 percent improvement

-

i & a commercial rehabilita:

Director Lori Fodale.
But the long-closed
Lerlght restaurant was
purchased but the new
owner hasn't had the
money to go forward with
redevelopment, she said.
“There is opportuni- -

the ability to go and talk
to the property owners
about putting together a
project for a tax abate- -
ment. .

The council would need
to set a policy regard-
ing abatements said Fau-
sone.

“If thereisa request,
the city has to decide how
far to go staeking incen-

the assessed value and
the project.”

For example, if a prO_]-
ect was only investing 10-

of the property it might

.only warrant aone-or '
* two-year abatement, Fau- -,

_sone said. ., ..
. The council is expected
to consider establishing '

development along “tion district at the coun- -
Wayne Road, suchasthe  cil meeting following the
new Country Kitchen res- N ov.19 pubhc hearmg
taurant which is await-- .
ing a liquor license, said Irogers@hometownllfe com
Economic Development (313) 222-5428
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Come in and see Corniwell Chrlstmas World
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Celebrat he |
/ Holidays
at Cornwell!

874 Ann Arbor Road West, Plymouth, Mi 48170
734.459.7410
vivw.cornwellpoolandpatio.net
Store Hours:

Mon, Thurs, Fri10-8;

Tues, Wed, Sat 10-6; Sun 12-5

COR."“
Christmas World

Holnday Mark

: Craft and

Vendor, Shows
Hours are 10-4

Admission is FREE

. FREE Gift mepmg
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December 1. Co
Holiday Inn * Laurel Park .
17123 Laurel Park Dr. North ¢ Livonia E
December 15 :
O Kelly Banquet Hall » 23663 Park St.
‘Dearborn in the Knights of Columbus Hall

~ www.littleshoppeevents.com - .

(-
o

ama

OF LIVONIA

OPEN THANKSGIVING for a FAMILY

FEAST! - NOON - 9 PM
Carve Your Own 12-14 LB. WHOLE TURKEYS!
Reservations Only! Serves 6 to 8 People

124%;

Includes tossed salad, candy yams,
mashed potatoes, sweet peas and
corn, bread and butter, dressing

of apple or pumpkin pie

. and gravy, cranberry sauce, choice

and take home the leftovers
Open Christmas Eve Until 9:00
Limited Dinner Menu Available
Children’s Portigns

Reserve Now

i 3
-
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By Sue Mason
. Observer Staff Writer .

Tough economic times
have people’s spirits
down. The lack of jobs
and financial distress led
Denise Shimskey to pick -
a play that reminds peo-
ple of the most impor-
tant aspects of Christ-
mas, Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol. .

The drama teach-
er at Garden City High -
School, Shimskey and
her students are rehears-
ing the Romulus Linney
adaptation of the clas-
sic in which the Ghosts
of Christmas Past, Pres-

~ entand Future rekindle - -
" the spirit in Ebeneezer -

Scrooge.
“Health, fam11y, fnends
and giving, they’re all the

most important aspects of,

life,” said Shimskey. “We

~ online at hometownlife.com

N
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PHOTO BY BEVERLY JOHNSON

Andrew Barikmo (from left), Michael Brown and 0||v1a Ruonavaara-lngram rehearse a
scene from “A Christmas Carol " s

be open one hour before

key. “We waht families to

‘ tary Schools :
- The stage set also w1ll
- be “amazing,” according '

to Shimskey who is rent-

ing as professional snow

machine so that it is snow-

"ing on stage for the pro-

. Also appearing in the production are Bailey Merritt, Selena
_‘Muscat, Zachary Zlmmerman and Chelsea Coatsworth.

said Shimskey who is
stressing the play is for
the whole family, pomt-'
mg out that its run time is
just 90 minutes long.

. “It moves really fast,”

she said. My goal is to lift

can lose them because we  box ofﬁce at www.gar- duction. The stage willbe ~ the community’s spirit —

get bogged down by nega-  dencityschools.com. Fol-. - show time. come and kick off their~ . transformed intoanold- = the school community as

tive circumstances.” . low the link to A Christ- The play is bemg pre- holiday season with the fashioned village. Retlred . well as the city — because
The play will be pre- ‘mas Carol. They also ~ sented later thannormal ~ show.” teacher Cathie Sallackis  things are bah- -humbug

sented at 7 p.m. Thurs- . canbepurchasedatthe ° because of the Chrlstmas In addition to the hlgh making costumes for the - right now. I want peo- :

day-Saturday, Dec. 6-8, O'Leary Auditorium box ;.- theme. school students, the cast .  production. - ple to come and rekindle . .. .

- and at 2 p.m, Saturday and _ office 2:30-4 p.m. Monday, “We didn’t want to do includes 12 adult'staffers ' “She gets her friends’ their spirits.”

Sunday, Dec. 8-9. Tickets Nov. 26, Thursday, No. 29, it before Thanksgiving, who are carolers and five  together to work on them, * ‘

are $10 and can be pur- and Monday, Dec. 3 and we wanted to do it during - students from Farming-  she’s been making cos- - smason@hometownlife.com

chased through the online - 5. The box office also wﬂl the season,’ " said Shims- ton and Douglas Elemen- - tumes for me for years,” ' (313) 222-6751

“children will have a

'Ann'ual parades Welcome Santa Claus to town

“Currently Buying...
Grand Opening Goming Soon!
We pay you GASH Oﬁatheaspoi

Santa is commg to town' chance to talk with Santa , ~ Now in its 52nd year, den C1ty Downtown o commumty to join them door ceremony w1th the

The Jolly Old Elf willbe  in the theater lobby. Pop- th1s Garden City classic Development Authority. - for an old-fashioned cele- . mill lighting and sing-a-
making his grand entry corn and drinks will be " steps off at 10 a.m. at Gar- For more information,.  bration. The first portion - long and an indoor visit
into the City of Wayne provided. : den City High School on call (734) 793-1882. of the program features - from St. Nick, sponsored
as the guest of honor for The family friendly Middlebelt and heads to And the holiday'season  seasonal craftstomake by the Friends of Nan-

. Holiday Parade which parade is sponsored by . © - Ford Road before going will arrive at historic Nan-  and take home and unique - kin Mills. Refreshments

kicks off at 10 a.m. the Wayne Rotary Club east to the Town Center kin Mills on Ann Arbor seasonal games, suchas =~ will be provided. This is

The parade will trav- For more information, Plaza. This year’s theme Trail at Hines Drive fruitcake bowling, pinthé . the 24th year the Friends
el west on Glenwood to . call (734) 502-3202. . is“Rock and Roll Christ- in Westland on Satur-. nose on Rudolph and rein- have held the event. The
Wayne Roadandthen -~ Santa also will be wel- - mas,” and the parade will = day, Dec. 10, at the Fami- deer antler wreath toss. crafts and games will be
south on Wayne Road to comed to Garden City -** = include bands, inflatables, ly Holiday Festand Tree  There is a $4 per partici-  4-5:15 p.m., Santa’s vis-
Michigan Avenue before during the Downtown ~ floats and marching units.  Lighting from4to6p.m. ~ pant for crafts and games. it and tree lighting will
heading to the State Garden City Santaland '© = - Kids also can meet San- The Friends of Nankin The second part of the - be 5:15-6 p/m. For more
Wayne Theater where Parade on Saturday, Nov. | taafterwards at Santa- Mills and Wayne Coun- ~  programis free,and ‘- information, call (734)

24. land, hosted by the Gar- ty Parks are inviting the includes a short out- - 261- 1990

[
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Clothes Mentor® -

A totally new kind of RESALE store for women

We understand that your life is always changmg and that those

i changes bring on new needs for your wardrobe. We ‘help_you
li--meet your everyday lifestyle changes by growing and adapting

"+ your wardrobe in the most cost-effectlve way posmble....RE LE

N We buy and then resell your better brand name “gently-used”
items that are in style and in good condition - business'and casu-
al, smart and stylish apparel, shoes, purses and accessories. Our
stores are clean, bright, organized and sophlst|cated....just I|ke
our customers Some of the brands we buy from you: o ¢

ann taylor guess north face
avenue T. jerew - nordstrom fbeSIQner Purses B\
* banana republic j. il old navy LD makowsky
cache - . kenneth cole polo - 't coach r
chicos , lands end talbots - dooney & bourke
" coldwater creek ~ lane bryant tommy hilfiger v gucel
eddie bauer limted  white house black market | Kate spade  CEEE
_express ~ lizclaiborne -~ and many more.... louis vuitton vera bradley C
R loft \\chael kors and many more ,/

, Cap

*brand names are trademarked or reg|stered by their respective companles

ke o,

43299 Crescent Blvd., Novi, MI 48375 248-348-3830

DeS|gned for ALL women...3|zes 0 to 26 and Matermty

3
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